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No fireworks display in Virginia City
By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Photo by Erin Leonard

The Virginia City July
4th Fireworks Display was
canceled at the Virginia
City Town Council’s special
meeting June 22.
The council unanimously
supported the Virginia City
Fire Chief, Robert Erdall, in
canceling the firework show.
A few community members
commented with a mixture
of reasons for and against
having the event during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Madison County residents
and visitors can purchase
their own fireworks at stands
stationed in the county.
“I’m not going to put
my firefighters at risk for
a 15/20-minute firework
show,” Erdall said.
This is the second time
that Virginia City’s Fourth
of July Firework Display has
been canceled since Erdall’s

45+ years with the VCFD.
In 2012, conditions were too
dry to safely put on a fireworks display. This cancelation comes again for public
safety reasons.
Many of VCFD’s aging
volunteer fleet have a high
risk for severe illness if
infected with COVID-19. The
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention recommends
high-risk individuals to stay
at home as much possible.
The most prevalent reason
among community members
who commented in favor of
the firework show was the
potential economic impact
on local businesses. But the
council and department
agreed that the firefighters’
safety was a greater concern.
“We can’t fight a firework fire without our
firefighters,” Virginia City
town councilmember Amy
Grice said.
The Madison County

Public Health Department
approved the plans for the
Montana Heritage Commission’s Fourth of July fireworks show because social
distancing requirements
could have been maintained.
The volunteer firefighting
crew was not considered in
MCPHD’s decision.
The MHC usually spends
about $12,000 on Virginia City’s fireworks show,
according to Virginia City
Mayor Justin Gatewood.
They have allocated $3,000
of the unspent money to the
VCFD.
Fireworks can be purchased at one of Madison
County’s fireworks stands.
The Harrison Booster Club’s
Fourth of July firework
stand is one of its biggest
fundraisers. The Ennis
Chamber of Commerce’s
fireworks stand in the Madison Food’s parking lot will
open June 26 through July 4.

Billion dollar rain
END OF SEASON STORM

By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com
Last week’s rain brought
vital accumulation to the snowtopped mountains and the
valleys’ grazing fields.

A strong spring shower held
out until the final days of the
season. Most of Madison County’s peaks were on their way to
be snowless in June, but grey
clouds rolled into the valleys
June 15. The rain continued for

days and revitalized the land.
A ranch manager in Ennis,
Mark Williamson, said that the
Granger Ranches Ranch was
having to rotate some 2,000
cattle more often than usual due
to the dry weather. The land was

Bozo kegger bust
By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com
Madison County Sheriff’s
Office issued sixty-six minor in
possession charges outside Norris
June 10.
Over a hundred cars clustered
around a wide pit, where at least
200 Bozeman High School students tried to conceal their underage drinking. But the teenagers’
plans to party into the summer
night resulted in misdemeanors.
The growing party-trend in the
area has become increasingly
concerning for the locals.
“Fortunately, there has been
no serious accidents,” Madison
County Sheriff Phil Fortner said.
“But it’s only a matter of time.”
According to Fortner, it was
not the first time this year that
the Madison County Sheriff’s
Office responded to complaints
in the area. Land ownership on
the southeast beginnings of the
Tobacco Root Mountains are jumbled among old mining claims,

private ranches and Bureau of
Land Management. Within a
jagged piece of BLM land, the
Revenue Flats are often advertised
as an ideal place to recreate and
camp.
Granite outcroppings scatter
throughout the landscape and old
mining roads weave through the
properties. An occasional cattle
guard rumbles under vehicle tires
commuting the rocky roads. BLM
leases its land to surrounding
ranchers for livestock grazing.
The gates containing the cattle
are often left open during times
of high public use according to a
local rancher.
Neighboring ranches sometimes have to sort through intermingled herds of cattle because
the gates are left opened. The
landscape attracts recreationalists
for some of the same reasons that
it attracts illegal activity. Sagebrush fields and wooded areas
dip and rise in every direction,
creating an easily accessible sense
of seclusion. Old mining features

have turned into places to target
practice or throw a keg-party.
“It’s been a hotspot for underage drinking parties for as far as I
can remember,” Fortner said.
Last year, the MCSO shutdown another creation of
Bozeman High School students,
Fight Night. According to Fortner,
teenagers were getting knocked
out at a boxing ring they created
on the BLM land.
“It’s out of control,” Fortner
said.
Fortner said numerous complaints and accusations originate
from the Revenue Flats area every
year. Property damage is becoming more frequent, and ranchers
are concerned about their cattle
and own safety at times.
A Norris resident reported a
vehicle spinning donuts on their
property around 6 p.m. June
10. The vehicle was one of many
driving toward the Revenue Flats
on a Wednesday night, which
prompted MCSO presence two
hours later.

green prior to June 15, but the
grasses were short. Livestock
were getting through paddocks
faster than ideal.
“That right there was a
billion-dollar rain,” Williamson
said. “We were in a drought.”

According to the Weather
Underground, within a week
the Madison Valley saw close to
1.5 inches of accumulation. The
Ruby Valley accumulated a little
bit more rain, nearly 1.6 inches.
A clean slate of snow returned to

the Madison and Ruby Mountains. It was much needed, but
according to the United States
Department of Agriculture the
Madison and Gallatin snowpack
levels remain under 50% of the
1981-2010 median.

REVENUE FLATS PARTY TREND
The MCSO, Gallatin County Police Department and the
Montana State Highway Patrol
responded to the underage
drinking party. They were out
there until 5 a.m. making sure

people were good to drive. Two
kegs of beer were confiscated
from the pit, which was on private
property. The MCSO issued 66
MIPs and the MSHP also issued a
number MIPs. The exact number

was not available at the time of
publication. A few minor drug
charges were also issued. According to Fortner, the MCSO will be
implementing extra patrols in the
Revenue Flats area this summer.

The Revenue Flats area in May 2020. Photo by David Detrick.
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Events during the COVID-19 pandemic
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PLANNING AN EVENT OVER 50 PEOPLE

By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com
Measures to mitigate the
spread of COVID-19 are required for all events in Madison
County.
The Madison Public Health
Board approved the Madison
Public Health Department’s
plans for events during phase
two of Gov. Steve Bullock’s Reopening the Big Sky plan June
16. Gatherings larger than 50
people in Madison County have
to consult with the MCPHD
on implementing adequate
social distancing. The governor ordered local public health
departments to assess and
determine events larger than 50
people. The MCPHB did not implement any further restrictions
than what the executive order

provided.
“To contact trace [for these
large events] is unmanageable
for our local health department,” Madison County Public
Health Nurse Melissa Brummel
said. “That is why we have to
have social distancing.”
Certain gatherings that are
inherently unstructured, like
concerts and wedding reception
dances, pose a public health
concern because physical distancing cannot be maintained.
The MCPHB recommends such
events be limited to 50 people
or fewer. Events with more than
50 people will be allowed if they
provide structured conditions
with identified seating arrangements and controls for entrances and exits. Places of potential
congestion, like doorways and
bathrooms, will need measures

to prevent the bottlenecking of
people.
The MCPHD, in conjunction
with the governor’s executive
orders, will require groups larger than 50 people to be canceled
unless physical distancing can
be maintained. Event plans
must include measures to space
groups at least 6 feet from other
groups and limit people’s interactions within the virus contact
period.
The COVID-19 contact
period is an accumulative 15
minutes within six feet of an
infected person, due to the potential airborne abilities of the
virus, according to the CDC.
All event staff must be assessed for COVID-19 symptoms.
Visibly sick people or people with
a cough, fever, chills, body aches,
headache, sore throat, breathing

difficulty or new loss of taste or
smell must be sent home.
“We don’t want to see high
risk individuals as servers or
working at events over 50 people,” Brummel said.
Self-service food bars and
buffets are prohibited. Other requirements may apply, depending
on the event venue. Frequent sanitizing of surfaces and Centers of
Disease Control and Prevention’s
guidance on cleaning and disinfecting are required throughout
the state of emergency.
People must submit a plan
online or in person to the
MCPHD for events with more
than 50 people. The department
will respond within 10 business
days of receiving the plan. The
MCPHB may need to review the
plans, depending on the size and
complexities of the event.
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By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com
The Alder School Board met
June 11 to discuss CARES Act
funds, the 2021 school year and
the summer school program.
The Board reviewed Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic
Security (CARES) Act funds
and Birkeland detailed a plan for
how this money could be used.
The Board approved her plan
and it will be sent to the Office
of Public Instruction. A window
until September is available for
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Ennis, Montana 59729
sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546
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Individual & Couples
Counseling
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& Adolescents

Stay safe
out there.

“I think every school in
Montana hopes to open. We just
have to see how things shake out
with spikes or what the governor
intends to do,” Birkeland said.
Summer school will begin
June 16 and will run on Tuesdays
for eight weeks. It serves to see
where students are academically
after the school closure and help
those catch up who need it. Social
distancing and proper hygiene
requirements will be practiced.
Kathleen Wuelfing, clerk for
eight years, is retiring, and the
District is advertising for clerk

applications. “They agreed to
bring someone new on and have
Kathleen stay on for another few
months to train the clerk,” Birkeland explained.
Mrs. Rossiter received a stipend for completing her master’s
degree, and the staff and cook
all received stipends for their
‘above and beyond’ effort during
COVID-19 closures. Insulation
work will begin Monday and out
of district students were approved for kindergarten and the
Running Start program, which is
now full.

SHERIDAN

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

It’s never too late to find balance.

adjustments. These funds are to
provide financial assistance in
COVID-19 preparations for the
year to come, or to compensate
purchases during COVID-19
closures.
A committee will form to discuss 2021 school year operations
and address how the District will
prepare to move forward safely.
This committee will include a
couple staff members, a rotating
Board member and Birkeland.
This discussion will be a standing
item on the committee agenda
until a decision has been made.

COMMITTEES CONTINUE TO PREP FOR REOPENING
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com
The Sheridan School Board
met Tuesday, June 9 to discuss
lunch prices, and committees
will meet through the summer to prepare the District for
reopening.
Lunch prices for adults
were increased by 50 cents per
meal. Student prices, $1.50 and
$2.00 for breakfast and lunch
respectively, remain the same.

“The Board’s feeling is that we
want to make sure our lunches
are affordable,” Kendra Horn,
new Board Chair for Sheridan
School Board, said. The lunch
budget deficit comes up each
year in Board meetings, Horn
said. “We’re hoping by doing
that [adult price increase] we
can leave the student prices
alone.”
Driver’s education will not
be provided this summer. “We
are still, as of Friday, looking

into some other options to try
to get those students something
for their Driver’s Ed,” Horn
said. Summer school will begin
July 7 and run for two weeks.
“Hopefully we can get some
of those kids who maybe fell
behind a bit during the at-home
instruction. Maybe we can get
those guys caught back up,” she
said.
The board does not plan to
meet in July. Technology and
safety committees will convene

to prepare to reopen in the fall
by getting technology and safety
measures up to speed.
Horn explained the state
sends out weekly emails as
directives are released for
the2020/2021 school year. The
safety committee will review
these directives and use them to
guide reopening. The technology committee will prepare to
provide technology resources
to students who may need or
choose to remain at home.

TWIN BRIDGES

MRS. PADEN TO BE THE SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com
Twin Bridges School Board
met Tuesday, June 9 to discuss
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summer programs, the 2021
school year and adding a special
education teacher to the District.
The Driver’s Education program, open gym, weight room

access and Pride Program will
continue this summer. A policy
was suspended that typically
addressed summer activities
overall, which allowed for the
school to approve activities
one at a time, easier amidst the
coronavirus.
“What we did not approve
was the community use of the
weight room and gym,” Board
Chair Steve Janzen said. The plan
allowing student use through
a scheduled school activity
was approved by the Madison
County Public Health Board, but
community use was not part of
this plan.
Regarding the 2021 school
year, the board hopes to receive
a framework in July and approve
a plan in August. “What we
asked administration to do was
to bring to us plans for what they
think it should look like so we
could then consider and discuss
and go through,” Janzen said.
The framework will be informed by health, data, adaptability and the overall mission of
providing education to students.
Janzen retold a question from the
public that asked if the school
planned on starting early, like
some around the country, to
allow for extended Thanksgiving and Winter breaks. Janzen’s
response was the calendar had
already been approved, “and we
don’t foresee any changes to that
calendar.”
A new prekindergarten teach-

er was hired. Mrs. Emily Alberi,
formerly in this role, will assume
the first-grade teaching position. Mrs. Amy Paden, former
first grade teacher, enrolled in a
program to become the school’s
special education teacher. She
will go through schooling and
assume the role simultaneously.
“We’re really excited. Mrs.
Paden has been a great teacher
and we’re excited about this new
step in her career,” Janzen said.
“Mrs. Paden is motivated and
excited about the opportunity for
a career change while staying in
the community and school that
she loves. We are so fortunate
to have Mrs. Paden in this new
role,” Principal Cindy Brown
said in an email newsletter.
For a little over a month
and a half, the District has
been seeking proposals to have
custodial work done through a
contract versus by employees.
Interest has been minimal, and
the current custodian contract
was renewed through the summer. The District will continue
advertisements for proposals in
the meantime.
An out of district student
was approved and the revised
handbook was approved. The
strategic plan will be maintained
as a dynamic document and a
special meeting was scheduled to
address important items in the
plan. An inter-local agreement
with the Montana Digital Academy was renewed.

Mrs. Paden will be the special education instruction for grades K-12.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TWIN BRIDGES SCHOOL/CINDY BROWN NEWSLETTER
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Montana is the oldest state west of the Mississippi, and demographic
projections show the state growing collectively older as more Montanans
enter their senior years. The economic, cultural, and personal impacts of
that trend present the state and its residents with new challenges and,
with those challenges, opportunities.
Graying Pains is a series of weekly stories and broadcasts exploring
those challenges and opportunities in communities statewide. By
investigating how other communities have responded to the issues raised
by aging, Graying Pains hopes to point the way toward policies and
innovations that can help Montana, and Montanans, improve with age.
The series is produced by the Montana Fourth Estate Project, a
collaboration among 13 Montana newsrooms and the University of
Montana School of Journalism under the auspices of the Montana
Newspaper Association and the Solutions Journalism Network. See
montanafourthestate.org for the collected Graying Pains stories and more
information.

ON-THE- FARM TRAINING

Gaining the knowledge, and confidence, to enter agriculture from the ground up
By BRENDAN HEIDNER
Glendive Ranger-Review
Last week’s Graying Pains
story explored the challenges
of family farm succession
as Montana’s agricultural
demographic ages, and a
program designed to connect
up-and-coming farmers in
western Montana. This week’s
installment explores the same
issue — and a community
college proposal to address it —
near the state’s eastern border.

Not everyone who is interested in agriculture grows
up on a farm, and without the
skills and experience, finding
your way into a family farm
operation as a new producer is
difficult.
There are 27,048 farms in
Montana, according to the 2017
census of agriculture provided
by the United States Department of Agriculture. Of those,
94% are considered family
farms, which the USDA defines
as farms majority owned by the
operator and relatives.
Dawson Community College
animal science instructor Katie
Carrier didn’t grow up with
much of an agricultural background. But as she got older, she
said, she knew she wanted to be
involved “with the beef cattle
industry in some shape, form or
fashion.”
Entering college, however,
she found that there were barriers to entering the business.
One of them was confidence.
She didn’t have as much prior
experience as some of her peers.
“I didn’t have the background, so I wasn’t confident,
and I was a little nervous [and]
scared to tell my story, because
the person sitting next to me,
they grew up on a fifth-generation operation,” Carrier said.
Another barrier for young

producers trying to enter the
agriculture industry is financing.
“I’m not going to inherit a
place, but it would be super hard
for me to go out and purchase
enough land to run 50 cows,”
Carrier said. “That’s not realistic. Not in the next 10 years,
anyway.”
Dawson County farm owner
Dave Rice seconded that challenge: “I don’t know how a guy
could even do it now, as far as
buying equipment and buying
land,” he said. “It would be
tough.”
Rice grew up on the farm
his grandparents started in
the 1930s after moving from
Oklahoma. They launched their
operation as a canal was being
built and people were beginning
to settle in the area to raise
irrigated crops. Rice said other
farmers started out at the same
time, and for the same reasons.
But over time, smaller farms
began to fail.
“Your neighbor would go
out of business, so you’d buy
his place for 25 cents an acre or
whatever it was,” Rice said. “I
think that’s how a lot of these
farms got bigger and bigger, and
it continues to this day.
Rice’s family currently farms
1,100 acres, not including pasture for livestock.
The consolidation, along
with the equipment necessary
to farm large properties, makes
farming operations too expensive for many younger producers to get their start.
“You don’t really have people
knocking down your door
wanting to buy your place,” Rice
said.
Even as the barriers to
entry are daunting for younger
would-be producers, Montana’s
existing farmers are aging out
of the industry. According to
the USDA, just 8% of Montana
farmers are under 35. Sixty-five
percent are 55 or older.
Those numbers create a

succession problem. As older
producers age toward retirement, and younger producers
can’t afford to buy their way in,
farmers increasingly find themselves selling their properties to
the only entities that can afford
them: corporations.
Even when aging producers
have children, family succession
is far from guaranteed.
“Younger generation interest
to keep [the farm] in the family
has declined over the years,”
Carrier said. And even when
a farmer’s son or daughter is
ready to return to the family
operation and start work, the
parent may not be ready to
transfer management duties.
Such intra-family transitions
are “definitely a huge issue,” she
said.
Rice said he believes a lot
of Montana farms — especially
in the Dawson County area —
will undergo a change of hands
over the next several years, and
many of the current operators
will find it difficult to pass their
operations on.
To help create a workable
path for farm succession, DCC
President Scott Mickelsen is
working to create a program to
give students the skills and professional development necessary
to transition into agricultural
production. Mickelsen hopes to
eventually develop a 4-H and
FFA facility to house projects,
an equine facility, livestock
handling facilities, a feedlot
and — the largest part of the
program — a working farm and
ranch run by students.
“They come here, they get
the experience, they work some
livestock, they’re doing some
rations, but then they really run
and work this ranching operation,” Mickelsen said.
The first thing Mickelsen
hopes to get started at DCC is
a feedlot close to campus. He
said he would like to see that
established in the next year or
two before moving on to some

bigger aspects of the project.
“It would be nice to do all of
that within a five- to seven-year
period,” he said. “That’s going to
take probably some heavy lifting
and some recruiting of some
dollars to make that all become
reality.”
The program would be set
up with a committee structure
in which students would “help
design the facilities, look at
purchasing livestock, look at the
feedlot [and] ration balancing,”
Mickelsen said.
“I just see a lot of these kids,
they’re going back and working
on these ranches with absentee
owners or even ranch managers, and they’re working on
ranches that just don’t have that
knowledge and that hands-on
experience. And that’s what we
want to give them at [DCC].”
Mickelsen’s model for his
DCC ambition is the Ag 450
Farm program at his alma mater, Iowa State University.
ISU’s Ag 450 program is a
senior level capstone course that
teaches students management
and life skills on a working farm
owned by the school.
According to former Ag 450
farm operator Greg Vogel, the
program concept and farm were
developed by Dr. William Murray, a professor of agricultural
economics at ISU, in 1938. Murray taught the program’s first
class in 1943, and AG 450 has
remained a successful program
at the university ever since.
Vogel ran the farm for 27
years until June 2019, and said
Iowa agriculture faces challenges similar to Montana’s: an
aging population of farmers and
ranchers, and difficulty keeping
farms in family ownership as
producers approach retirement.
“It’s become a huge problem,” he said.
On the Ag 450 farm, students are tasked with deciding
which crops to grow, purchasing
equipment, budgeting expenses
for repairs and marketing, and

everything else that goes into
farm operations.
While students assist with
some physical farm operations
as well, a professional operator
runs the farm according to
decisions made by the students,
creating a hands-on learning
experience that covers all aspects of agriculture.
“Until [experienced producers] realize that you know
what you’re talking about, they
doubt,” Carrier said of her own
experiences.
Though Dave Rice learned
his way around a farm largely by
growing up on one, he said the
limited farm education he got
at DCC was valuable as well. He
took an agriculture mechanics
course in the fall of 1978.
“I think that helped me
immensely as far as preparing
equipment and welding,” he
said.
Even so, he said, he wishes
DCC had offered more courses
such as plant and soil sciences
to go along with the practical
aspects of the program.

Carrier said her years in
school and extension work are
where she gained the experience
necessary to enter the agriculture industry.
“Through extension, really, I
was exposed more to the ag industry, because I was getting to
work with producers who were
in it and doing it day in and day
out,” she said.
After graduate school, she
began working at a feed yard
in Nebraska, then married
and moved to Missouri with
her husband to help work his
family’s farm of 550 Black Angus cattle and row crops. They
managed the cow and calf part
of the operation.
“I wasn’t writing the checks,
but I got the experience from [a
producer] standpoint,” she said.
Such experience, Rice said,
enables a “wonderful lifestyle”
as a family farmer, even considering the work’s difficulties.
“You’ve got to have a work
ethic,” he said. “I couldn’t imagine doing anything else.”

Pony Poker Ride 2020
Photos and story by HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com
Riders saddled up for the 16th annual Pony Poker Ride June 20.
Blue sky and Hollowtop Mountain backdropped the horseback poker game. The Sitz Angus Ranch in Harrison hosted the Pony Homecoming Club fundraiser of 82 players.
Winning hands received cash prizes and the rest of the proceeds went toward restoring historic buildings in Pony and community events.
The PHC’s immediate project is restoring the damage on the 118-year-old schoolhouse in Pony. Over $2,000 was raised with the poker ride. Players had four card stations in
the 12-mile loop of the game.
Certain precautions and permits were applied to the event for safety reasons due to COVID-19. Groups staggered their departure and it was fairly natural to keep a safe
distance on horseback.

Lance, Shana and Summer Lamb from Belgrade wait to
start their first poker ride.

A Pony Poker player watches Hollow Top Mountain as he starts the 2020 Pony Poker Ride at the Connie LeHocky and her Icelandic horses, Atla and Stella, start
their ride.
Sitz Ranch in Harrison June 20.

The Sitz Angus Ranch hosted the Pony Poker Ride.
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- Madisonian Editorial Policy -

Editorials are intended to acquaint our readers with the
Editor’s viewpoints on matters of public importance. Guest
editorials and letters from readers (Letters to the Editor) reflect the
opinion of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Editor or the staff of The Madisonian.

- Press Release Policy -

•The Madisonian staff will give all press releases full consideration,
but ultimately retains the authority to determine whether or not to
publish releases.
•Content must be factual and objective.
•Content must not contain advertising language (such as “Thank
you,” “Congratulations,” “call now,” “to buy tickets for,” “now
showing,”) or include pricing.
•Items of a general business interest are appropriate for
advertising—see advertising policy and current rates.
•Content must not be derogatory to competing companies
or organizations.
•Content may only be submitted and published once.
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Response to partisan politics
Dear Editor,
I’m writing in response to a
letter to the editor found in the
June 11 paper titled “Partisan
politics.” Though I understand an
unbiased paper has an obligation
to run a variety of viewpoints
without censorship, the opinion
piece bordered on hate speech
and needs to be addressed.
Multiple statements were
blatantly racist and are regularly
used to justify white supremacy.
First, by taking the murder – yes,
it was murder – of George Floyd

Dear Editor,
Thank you for your coverage of the recent primary
election, both before as to
the candidates and after on
the results. I must clarify,
however, your reference to me

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Monday - Friday ~ 9 am - 5 pm - Call ahead as we’re short staffed
and want to make sure we are available to you!
Any submissions to our paper, including photos or content, may be used in
any of our print and digital products.

NEWS & ADVERTISING
DEADLINE A
F
5 p.m. - Friday

Abigail Dennis
Ennis MT

in your June 11 article as a
“former congresswoman” was
incorrect. I have never served
in Congress, and only visited
Washington DC twice. Rather,
I served 3 terms in the Montana legislature, in Helena. It
was a very worthwhile pro-

cess. I encourage all to get
involved; contact your Representative and State Senator
as to issues of interest to you
with constructive comments,
alternatives and information
as to how proposed legislation
might affect you. Our form of

government works best with
citizen involvement. Those
who represent you need to hear
from you!
Cindy Younkin
McAllister, MT

John David Ellingsen
May 17, 1947 to May 15, 2020

~ Subscription Rates ~

Toll Free 1-888-238-7849
email: sales@madisoniannews.com

oppression that has been forced
upon BIPOC.
You can be “thankful that you
live in Montana,” where you can
hide from issues like this. But if
people choose to remain willfully
ignorant instead of broadening
their scope of understanding,
I hope they realize they’re the
definition of privilege.

obituaries

- Display & Classified Advertising Policy -

Phone 406-682-7755

to wreak havoc on the white population.” Racism is a system in
which a racial majority enforces
power and privilege over another
race, be it politically, economically, educationally… the list goes
on. That means it is impossible
for the white majority to be a
target of “racism.” White power
and privilege created the institutions our entire country lives by.
The United States has historically been set up to benefit white
people. The current movement is
too little too late, frankly, when
you think about the centuries of

Citizen involvement

The Madisonian accepts most advertising, but may turn away any
advertisement for any reason. It is up to us to decide on placement
and content acceptability.
The advertisements in this publication are not necessarily
the opinion of or supported by The Madisonian.
Please note: Our client information is confidential.
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and trying to twist the narrative
by victim blaming, you have
already missed the point. And if
you believe the Black Lives Matter movement is simply a cover
for rioting, you’re woefully uninformed. Throughout the history
of the United States, rioting has
been used as a last resort recourse
for the unheard and oppressed. I
hope anyone who believes this is
a new issue pauses to truly think
about their privilege.
I hardly know how to begin
addressing the statement, “this
rioting… is about a racist agenda

John D. Ellingsen was laid
to rest on May 28, 2020 in the
Big Sandy Cemetery with a few
close friends around him. John
was born May 17, 1947 in Great
Falls, Mont. He passed on May
15, 2020 in his favorite town
Virginia City, Mont.
John attended school in
Great Falls and graduated
from Great Falls High School
in 1965. He then went on to
attend Montana State University in Bozeman in the ROTC

program and graduated with
degrees in architecture and
history.
John worked/supervised a
team in Garnet Ghost town in
the early 1970’s doing preservation and reconstruction. John
began working for Charles &
Sue Bovey in1972 in Nevada
City and Virginia City. He
helped move, record, organize
and reconstruct buildings
Nevada City. He lovingly
restored music machines and
other fascinating entertainment machines of the late
19th century. John continued
working for the Bovey enterprise until the properties were
purchased by the State of Montana at which time he went to
work for the Montana Heritage
Commission until his formal
retirement.
Throughout the years John
was a founding member of the
Vigilance Club, Virginia City
Preservation Alliance, Mon-

tana Ghost Town Preservation
Society and a member of the
Montana Historical Society.
He served in officer capacities in all of these organizations. He received several
prestigious awards from these
groups as well as the Dept.
of the Interior. John was a
member of the Masonic Lodge
of Virginia City. Worshipful
Brother John was initiated as
an Entered Apprentice on May
3rd 1984 and passed through
the degrees to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on Jan.
19, 1985. He held the office of
Worshipful Master in 1992 &
2012, Secretary, Treasurer and
Historian for over the years.
He was honored in 2005 by the
Grand Lodge of Montana with
Bronze Distinguished Service
Medal for his eminent service
to Montana Masonry.
John had two books published “If these Walls Could
Talk” and “Witness to History”

as well as numerous articles in
both “Anthology of History”
published by the VCPA.
John built his “Winchester
style” house in Nevada City,
large shop building, numerous
cabins and historic business
district with numerous displays
inside and outside the buildings.
John as a railroad enthusiast was instrumental in recreating the train barn in Nevada
City after the original burnt.
John played a major part in the
Victorian Teas at the Bennett
House Inn by sharing history
with the guests.
John was honored in 2017
by Montana Heritage Commission with a park in Alder Gulch
named for him.
John had been enjoying
semi-retirement at home in
Virginia City with the love of
his life” Nancy Allen, her nephew Garry Main and beloved
canine friend Duke.

ny ads accepted after the riday deadline of 5 p.m. will be

charged a $25 late fee.

Pamela Elizabeth Parsons
April 3, 1958 to June 13, 2020

Editor’s note:
The Madisonian does
not endorse the viewpoints
or statements of those who
submit letters to the editor.
Please do your own research
and check your facts.

Klasen Septic
How long has it been since you
pumped your septic tank?
You don’t want to be out
in a foot of snow, hunting
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076

!

Pamela Elizabeth Parsons
passed away in Ennis, Montana,
on June 13, 2020, after a lengthy
illness. Pam was born on April
3, 1958, in Columbus, Ohio, but
the family soon moved to Lucketts, Va., where Pam and her
sister, Barbara, enjoyed idyllic
country life on a small farm.
Their companions included
numerous dogs, several horses
and lots of barn cats. The girls
were active in 4-H and the Pony
Club and competed with their
horses in dressage, show jumping and cross-country events.
The sisters even gave lessons to
younger students, one of whom

later competed in the Olympics.
After high school, Pam
did a stint modeling at the
local department store, but
wanderlust soon led to a job at
Loudoun Travel. She traveled
the world with her industry
perks, and eventually created
with a partner a successful
travel agency, Washington
Dulles Travel in Sterling, Va.
More travel followed—New
Orleans was a favorite—but a
trip to Paradise, Mont., in the
1990’s proved fateful. Several
Montana vacations followed,
which led to a second home in
McAllister, which ultimately
became Pam’s forever home.
She never tired of her mountain vistas.
Waitressing at the Bear
Claw in McAllister was Pam’s
first Montana job, which she
augmented with various side
gigs (in true Montana fashion).
In 2004, she and a friend took
over West of the Madison, a
clothing and jewelry store in
Ennis, which allowed her to
indulge her love of beautiful
clothing and all things that

sparkle.
After a few years of retail
life, Pam took a personal detour, which meant time spent
in Connecticut and Mesquite,
Nev. Pam ultimately returned
to Montana full time, though,
and was the bookkeeper for
various businesses until, in the
circuitous nature of life, she
landed at the McAllister Inn
(previously the Bear Claw),
where she worked until her
illness.
One of Pam’s main passions
in life was animals, which
started at a young age. She
and Barbara would bring home
wild, abandoned animals—including many baby rabbits,
and also birds, racoons and
opossums. Many were raised
successfully. She had numerous dogs throughout her life,
all different breeds, shapes and
sizes, almost all shelter dogs
or castaways. Her menageries
over the years even included a
ferret called Wanda.
Pam was preceded in death
by her mother, Jeanne Parsons.
She is survived by her father,

Frank Parsons, her sister, Barbara Valis (Neil), her nephew,
Joel Reigel (Amaris) and his
children, Isabel and Tristan;
her partner, Scott Davidson;
her cherished friend, Don Lindeberg; and her dog, Mildred.
Pam loved the color red,
poker machines, the smell of
lilacs, crème brulee and white
roses. She never met a story
she couldn’t embellish or a
stray she could resist. We will
miss her exuberant laugh, her
beauty and her warm heart.
Family and friends want to
thank Don and Scott for their
extraordinary tender care and
the entire staff of the Madison
Valley Hospital for their compassionate treatment.
A celebration of life will
take place at a time and place
to be determined later. In honor of Pam, we ask that you consider donating to, or adopting
from, a no-kill animal shelter.
We hope that wherever Pam
is, she has a canine companion, a cigarette in her hand and
spectacular mountain views.
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THE MADISONIAN

June 25, 2020

A5

OBITUARIES continued from A4

George Sandidge
The Sandidge family finally
settled in Portland, Ore.,
where he met the love of his
life Patricia Kay. When he was
just 17 years old, he joined
the United States Army and
went to Vietnam to defend this
country that he loved so much.
Almost as soon as he returned
home, he married his love in
a courthouse in Vancouver,
Wash., on February 9th, 1970.
They raised 2 children and had
50 years together. He was a
man of many trades, including
making railroad cars, body
and paint, a truck mechanic,
construction worker, and then
settled into concrete work.
There was nothing that he
loved more than spending time
with his family. He enjoyed
gold panning, fishing, hunting,
camping and most recently, he
loved cheering on his son-inlaw at the drag strip. He is

George Sandidge was
born February 16, 1950 to
Jay and Dorothy Sandidge
in Watertown, S.D. He did a
lot of moving around during
his childhood and it was a
rocky one to say the least.

survived by his beautiful wife
Patty Kay Sandidge; son Patrick
Sandidge (Laura), his children
Elise and Hayden; daughter
Angela Heintz (Shane), her
children Brandon, Marissa
(Steve), Dylan and Lisa;
great grandchildren Feonix,
Kingston and very soon, a baby
girl named Kaylynn Marie;
sisters Jeanette Rose, Cheryl
Sandidge and Diane Phelps;
brother Greg Sandidge; many
nieces, nephews, cousins and
so many loving friends that
he also considered family. He
was proceeded in death by
his parents Jay and Dorothy
Sandidge, 2 brothers Doug and
Earl Sandidge, his mother and
father-in-law, Earl and Donna
Brown, and his brother in-law
Randy Brown. Arrangements
are in the care of DokkenNelson Funeral Service. www.
dokkennelson.com

Gerald (“Jerry”) Francis Schildroth, Jr.
July 7, 1942 to May 30, 2020

Jerry was born in Grand
Rapids, Mich. where he attended St. Alphonsus and Creston
High School. Jerry was a talented artist in many mediums
and graduated from Kendall
School of Art and Design. He
served his country in the Air
National Guard, joining in
1964. For many years, Jerry
worked in retail menswear as
proprietor of Holmes Menswear in Grand Rapids and as
a wholesale representative in
the areas around Minneapolis,
Minn. His love of skiing and
the outdoors brought him to
reside in Vail, Colo. While in
Colorado, he taught skiing and

f ly fishing and began keeping the company of Golden
Retrievers. In 2000, Jerry won
the Orvis Fly Fishing Guide of
the Year. In 2005, searching
for better fishing waters, he
moved to Virginia City, Mont.
to continue guiding while also
teaching skiing at Santa Fe and
Big Sky. Jerry was involved in
the Warriors & Quiet Waters
Foundation dedicating his
time to teaching wounded
combat veterans to f ly fish.
Jerry was happiest outside
in nature and sharing this joy
with family and friends. He
loved his children, his dog
Maddie, skiing, f ly fishing,
playing (and often winning at)
tennis, hiking and other sports
as well as teaching, traveling,
a cold beer or a bottle of fine
wine, delicious food, and beautiful blonde women.
Jerry was preceded in death
by his parents, Jane and Jerry,
Sr. as well as his two beloved
dogs, “Cat” and “Rainbow”.
He will be lovingly remembered and missed by his children, Dr. Genevieve Schildroth
and Staff Sgt. Gerald (“Jed”)
F. Schildroth, III (Jenny), his
siblings, Linda Glass, Kathy
(Steve) Rusiewicz, Michael
(Elaine) Schildroth, Maureen
(Chris) Pheils and Kevin (Sandra) Schildroth and countless

friends across the country.
Thank you to all the dedicated doctors and nurses at
Bozeman Deaconess Hospital
and Madison Valley Medical
Center that cared for him and
his amazing friends and neighbors in Ennis and Virginia
City.
He will be missed beyond
measure but we will honor his
memory when fresh powder
tracks are made, a fat trout is
caught (and released), when we
excessively use butter and garlic while cooking, f lash a smile
after winning match point or
laugh out loud with friends
and remember the breathtaking view of the Ruby Range
from his porch.
A private memorial service
was held in Ennis, Mont. and
his children released half his
ashes in the Madison River
at Three Dollar Bridge. The
remaining half will be released
atop Vail Mountain this winter
in a second memorial service. Jerry’s ashes will always
remain a part of the beautiful
environment he loved so much
and shared with everyone.
Memorial Contributions
may be made to the Warriors
& Quiet Waters Foundation.

TRAILING
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We’ve all got to do our part.

PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH IN THE 406

Wash Hands
Use Hand Sanitizer

Don’t
Touch Face

Cover Sneezes
& Coughs

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

S E N TE N C E S .

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm
KNOW
WHERE
AL ZHE IME R’S
AND ALL
DEMENTIA
HIDE .
New problems with words or speaking
is a warning sign of Alzheimer’s.
Learn more at alz.org/10signs

Stay Home from
Work/School

Call Your
Medical Provider

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

Locally Owned & Operated

Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured
Call Mike McKitrick Today!

406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2 - Ennis, Mt 59729
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Montanans get it,
and we’ve got this.

dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/covid

MADISON COUNTY

D I S P AT C H

In areas with low cell phone coverage, you can now text 911 in case of emergency.

• Power lines were down in Twin Bridges.
• An animal complaint was made in Harrison.
• Vandalism/criminal mischief was reported in
Twin Bridges.
• An accident occurred in Ennis.		
June 15, 2020				
• A prisoner was transported to Gallatin
County.
• A traffic complaint was made in Cameron.
• Hazards on the road were reported in
Sheridan.
• Citizens were assisted out of county.
• A sexual assault was reported in the Ennis
area.
• Burglary was responded to in Ennis.
• An ambulance was called in Twin Bridges.
• Theft was reported in Ennis.		
June 16, 2020				
• Vandalism/criminal mischief was reported in
Ennis.
• A theft complaint was made in Twin Bridges.
• A citizen was assisted in Ennis.
• Hazards on the road were reported in Norris.
• An animal complaint was made in Twin
Bridges.
• A DUI arrest was made in Ennis.		
June 17, 2020

Three

Keep Social
Distancing

IF YOU FEEL SICK

June 14, 2020

MAC’S CHC
PHARMACY

DAD IS

LET’S KEEP
FIGHTING
COVID-19

• A coroner was called in Sheridan and Twin
Bridges.
• An animal complaint was made in Alder.
• An accident occurred in Sheridan.
• A fire call was made in Sheridan.

• Suspicious circumstances were reported in
Ennis.
• An abandoned vehicle was reported in
Cameron.
• Hazards on the road were reported in
Harrison.				
June 18, 2020
• An ambulance was called in Cameron.
• Animal complaints were made in Sheridan.
• Welfare checks were performed in McAllister
and Twin Bridges.
• An abandoned vehicle was reported in Ennis.
• A traffic complaint was made in Norris.
• Suspicious circumstances were reported in
Ennis and Twin Bridges.			
June 19, 2020
• Citizens were assisted in Sheridan and Ennis.
• Vandalism/criminal mischief was reported in
Sheridan.
• A controlled burn took place in the West Fork
area.
• A trespass complaint was made in Norris.
• A warrant service was performed in Ennis.
• A DUI arrest was made in McAllister.
June 20, 2020
• Traffic complaints were made in Twin Bridges,
Norris and Ennis.
• Citizens were assisted in Ennis.
• An alarm was responded to in Twin Bridges.
• A burglary was responded to in Norris.
• Animal complaints were made in Harrison
and Sheridan.
• A disturbance was reported in Twin Bridges.
• An accident occurred in Twin Bridges.

The Madison County
Sheriff ’s Department
responded to 130 calls
for service between
June 14-June 20

Fingerprinting
services and
renewing
concealed carry
permits available
by appointment
only. Call 406843-5369 to
schedule.
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HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT LAND VALUES?

WE HAVE ANSWERS
MADISON COUNTY, MT - 1 acres +/-. Wake up to
breathtaking views of the Tobacco Root Mountains and
take a short walk to the Jefferson River to cast a fly,
with all the amenities and comforts of home that the
River Rest Cabins will afford.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY, MT - 654 acres +/-. This is your
opportunity to own a secluded hunting lodge situated
in the foothills of the Pioneer Mountains in Southwest
Montana that will provide endless hunting and
recreational opportunities for your family and friends.

RICHLAND COUNTY, MT - 3,598 acres +/-. Bushman’s
famous Cottonwood Canyon Ranch has been featured on
Buckmasters TV for decades, and it has produced over
130 Pope & Young and Boone and Crockett bucks to date,
making this a rare offering with unmatched hunting history.

YELLOWSTONE COUNTY, MT - 1,280 acres +/-. The
recreational and hunting opportunities are plentiful as
the ranch and immediate area provide great mule deer,
antelope, turkey, and elk hunting (Hunting district 590).

YELLOWSTONE COUNTY, MT - 3,253 acres
+/-. Sitting Bull Ranch represents the premier
opportunity to own a large hunting and recreational
ranch that is unrivaled in Central Montana.

GALLATIN COUNTY, MT - 26.23 acres +/-. This
property represents an excellent opportunity to
build your dream home or secluded getaway with
good proximity to Bozeman and Livingston.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL LAND SPECIALIST TO LEARN MORE ABOUT BUYING AND SELLING
FARM, HUNTING, TIMBER, COUNTRY HOMES, AND WATERFRONT PROPERTIES

AARON MILLIKEN

Southern Montana Land Specialist

(406) 209-8935

aaron.milliken@whitetailproperties.com

W H I T E TA I L P R O P E R T I E S .CO M
Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC - DBA Whitetail Properties | In the States of Nebraska & North Dakota - DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties Real Estate LLC | Licensed in IL, MO, IA, KS, KY, NE & OK - Dan Perez, Broker | Licensed in AR, CO, GA, MN, ND, SD, TN & WI - Jeff Evans, Broker | Licensed in FL, OH, NY & PA - Jefferson Kirk Gilbert, Broker | Licensed in TX & NM - Joey Bellington, Broker | Licensed in IN - Bill Minor, Broker | Licensed in AL, GA, LA, & MS - Sybil Stewart, Broker | Licensed in TN - Chris Wakefield, Broker | Licensed in TN - Bobby Powers, Broker | Licensed in AR - Anthony Chrisco, Broker | Licensed in SC, NC & VA - Chip Camp, Broker | Licensed in NC - Rich Baugh, Broker | Licensed
in MI - Edmund Joel Nogaski, Broker | Licensed in WV - Debbie S. Laux, Broker | Licensed in ID, MT, OR & WY - Aaron Milliken, Broker

11.63x10.5_Listing ad_Aaron Milliken_6-20.indd 1

6/18/20 9:28 AM

DON’T DELAY

TELEMEDICINE | HOME VISITS | CLINIC VISITS
Call us today to evaluate the type of appointment that meets your
needs and keeps you protected.
Expert Care, Small Town Compassion
CALL TO SCHEDULE: 406.682.4223 | MVMEDCENTER.ORG
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2019 – 2020 Holt-Seaman scholarship winners
Submitted by WANDA SKINNER
Although our annual Hold-Seaman Memorial Poker Tournament had to be postponed due to the COVID pandemic, we were still able to aware 8 $1,000 scholarships.
Holt Scholarships were awarded to: Kennedy Davies, Edgar Garcia, Maida Knapton and Zayne Sanborn
Seaman Scholarships were awarded to: Madelyn Barsness, Edgar Garcia, Reily Robinson and Zayne Sanborn
Congratulations and good luck to all of you!

Edgar Garcia

Kennedy Davies

Maida Knapton

Riley Robinson

Zayne Sanborn

Madelyn Barsness

CONGRATS!
Congratulations Dr. Thomas Edward Trischman! Tom, son of
George and Donna Trischman and Twin Bridges High School alumni, recently graduated with his M.D. from Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio. He will complete his internship and
residency in dermatology at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.

BHHSMT.COM

ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

74 JUDY LANE, ALDER
$670,000 | #346061

•
•
•

“You don’t just buy a property in Montana, you purchase a lifestyle”
Rikki

DawnMarie
Dickson

17 E STEARMAN LANE, ENNIS
$498,000 | #346441

sales associate

406.600.4802

3 bd, 1 and ¾ ba home with space to spread out
Barn w/ hay shed, wood shed, spring house, garage
½ mile of the beautiful Ruby River

Residential, Ranch & RecReational
R e a l e s ta t e

•
•
•

Dilschneider
broker

406.581.5155

Quintessential 3bd, 2.5 ba log home on 10± acres
Open floor plan with vaulted tongue & groove ceilings
6± acres fenced for horses

115 STOREY LOOP
$795,000 | #346023
2357 US HWY 287 N, CAMERON
$99,000 | #338348

•
•
•

Sara
Johnson
broker

406.570.4249

Property overlooking the Madison River
Views from every direction
8± acres & a stunning sloping cliff

LOT 16 TRAIL CREEK RANCHES, ENNIS
$150,000 | #321565

•
•
•

Kathy
Wooten
sales associate

731.676.2463

Affordable 20± acre building lot
Year round Trail Creek runs across the property
3 Madison River accesses within 4 miles

425’ of Madison River Frontage, forever unobstructed views,
guest cabin (Murphy bed, tiled shower & kitchenette) &
unique main home is found on 20+/- ac S. of Ennis. A 3 story
home (porcelain tile exterior w/ travertine corners as well as
a huge garage/workshop) The 2nd floor has large windows
overlooking the Madison River, elk & the valley below. Open
floor plan, kitchen/living room includes a 50,000 BTU pizza
oven/grill, pantry, & half bath. Across the breezeway you access a fully contained apartment w/ large living room/master bedroom suite (walk-in tiled shower & another full kitchen). The 2nd level is also accessible by a beautifully adorned
exterior set of stairs or through a shared laundry area. The
3rd level (accessible by the interior circular stair case only),
graced by beamed-cathedral ceilings, is a bedroom suite &
sitting area. Words cannot begin to describe the uniqueness
of this custom home & you must see it to appreciate the
pride of ownership & all the details.

Dot Estep Broker (406) 570-9067

PENDING

NEW LISTING

839 MADISON AVENUE, ENNIS
$335,000 | #346520

•
•
•

Rob
Klatt

sales associate

406.580.2002

1,414 sf, single story frame home w 3 bd, 2 ba
Open kitchen and living room
Lawn complete w irrigation system

1204 E. IDAHO STREET, VIRGINIA CITY
$295,000 | #346362

•
•
•

Nicholette
Picken
sales associate

406.698.0853

3 bd, 1 3/4 ba cabin w/privacy & views!
Open floor plan with hardwood floors
Beautiful covered deck w/creek frontage!

CONSIDER LISTING
YOUR PROPERTY

Today!

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

36 COMLEYVILLE
$1,500,000 | #345960

250 feet +/- of MADISON RIVER FRONTAGE on this 1.984
acres minutes from downtown Ennis. Buy both the house and
the adjoining bare land, created from multiple parcels which
will give you multiple creative options. Forever unobstructed
views as you look down the Madison River Bottoms (State
lands and Conservation Easement ranch land) leaving only
the occasional moose, deer, bald eagles, and trout as your
neighbors to the south. The house, built in 1959, has been
remodeled. Three bedroom - 2 bath ranch style home with
a nice sized family room could make a great getaway or you
could remove it all and build the River Home of your dreams.
Almost at the end of the road (only one other house to the
east that is on 2+ acres) helps to insure your privacy. Some
mature trees, good producing well, massive views, and MADISON RIVER FRONTAGE (can we say this enought??) make
this new listing a great potential investment.....”They aren’t
making any more of it”....especially RIVER FRONTAGE!!

Melinda Merrill Broker (406) 596-4288

(406) 682-3363 | 105 E MAIN STREET. ENNIS, MT 59729
WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM
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Twin Bridges American Legion 2020 contest winners announced
Submitted by DOUG MARTIN
Due to COVID-19 school
shut down the American Legion
Post 31 had to ambush students
when they checked out for the
summer. Many students received
awards for their participation in
this year’s contests and several
also received more awards at the
Montana Department level. Here
is a list of all awardees from Twin
Bridges Schools. For the school
awards program: 5th grade class
leaders were Lila Smith and Flint
Janzen, 8th grade class leaders
were Ayla Janzen and Layne
Smith. Next came the Jr HS 7th
and 8th grade Americanism &
Government Survey Contests:
7th grade winners were 1st place
Ben Wayland, 2nd place Ludmilla Dawson, and 3rd place
Janel Baker. 8th grade winners
were 1st place George Dawson,

2nd place Emma Konen, and 3rd
place Allie Dale. For the Jr HS
Constitutional Essay Contests,
the students were asked to write
an essay discussing the importance of, “The House of Representatives shall have the sole
Power of Impeachment” (Article
I, Section 3, Paragraph 5) and
“The Senate shall have the sole
Power to try all Impeachments.”
(Article I, Section 3, Paragraph 6)
after all the judging was complete
the winners were: 7th grade 1st
place Ludmilla Dawson, 2nd
place Ben Wayland, and 3rd
place Rozlynn Seyler; 8th grade
winners were 1st place Ayla
Janzen, 2nd place Emma Konen,
and 3rd place Kyle Pancost. If
the Jr HS list of winners wasn’t
long enough, we also held HS
contests. The Americanism &
Government Survey Contest
winners were 1st place Robinson

Dale, 2nd place Nate Konen, and
3rd place Kenna Millhouse. The
HS also completed Constitutional Essays on the same topic as
the Jr HS and the winners were
1st place Brooke Mehlhoff, 2nd
place Ashleigh Guinnane, and
3rd place Nate Konen. Every
student winner received a certificate of participation, a medal
and a check award. Earlier in the
year we also held the American
Legion HS Oratorical Contest,
Trista Redfield won 1st place and
then competed at the District
level where she placed 2nd
receiving certificates, a plaque
and checks at each level. The 1st
place winners’ submissions for
the essays and surveys were sent
on to Department of Montana
competitions to compete for
further prizes. At the Department level Ayla Janzen won 2nd
place in the 8th Americanism &

Government Survey Contest, Ben
Wayland won 2nd place in the
7th grade Constitutional Essay
contest, George Dawson won 2nd
place in the 8th grade Americanism & Government Survey
Contest and Robinson Dale won
1st place for the HS Americanism
& Government Survey Contest.
All Department winners won a
congratulations letter, plaque and
scholarship check from the Department Adjutant. Please take
the time to congratulate these
hardworking students when you
see them. You will need to hurry
if you want to talk to Rob Dale
as he has also been selected to
go the Air Force Academy and
will be leaving soon, “Well done
everyone!”
(L to R) Jerry Redfield American Legion Post 31 Commander,
Rob Dale award winning senior, Doug Martin Post 31 Adjutant.
PHOTO COURTESY DOUG MARTIN

Montanans honored for outstanding volunteer service, school nutrition programs
Submitted by JAIME GABRIELLI
Governor Steve Bullock, First
Lady Lisa Bullock, and the Montana Commission on Community
Service recently announced the
recipients of the 2020 “ServeMontana Awards” and the “First Lady
School Nutrition Awards.” These
awards are presented every year to
outstanding community volunteers, organizations, and schools
for their dedication to service in
Montana.
Honorees represent the best in

said. “Through their service, these
individuals and organizations laid
the groundwork for a stronger
state that can weather this and any
storm, as long as we stand together.
I thank them for their dedication to their communities and to
Montana.”

positive change through service,
volunteerism, innovation, and
community leadership. Due to the
current COVID-19 directives, the
annual awards ceremony and luncheon has been canceled and replaced with an online recognition
at http://serve.mt.gov/ServeMT/
awards. The full list of recipients
can be found at this website. Local
honorees are below.
“The work of these outstanding citizens is made all the more
profound by the COVID-19
pandemic,” Governor Bullock

2020 ServeMontana Award
Recipients:
Individual
Francis “Topper” Giono
(Whitehall) is an asset to his

community and the citizens of
Montana. Retired from law enforcement (Town Marshal, Deputy
Sheriff) after 39 years of service, he
continues to volunteer his time and
energy to Jefferson Valley EMS and
Rescue. Topper has been a volunteer EMS in his community since
1969. Nearly 78 years old, Topper
continues to drive the ambulance
on nearly every call, in addition to
maintaining the emergency vehicles. Following his strong example,
all seven of his children have chosen careers in public service and

several of his grandchildren are on
the same path.
First Lady Lisa Bullock also
announced the recipients of the
2020 “First Lady School Nutrition Awards.” This honor goes to
schools that encourage success for
all students through the initiation
and continued support of school
nutrition programs. Honorees
were selected in partnership with
Montana No Kid Hungry, Montana Office of Public Instruction,
and the Governor’s Office.

2020 First Lady School Nutrition
Award recipients:
• School Nutrition Team of the
Year - K. William Harvey, Ronan
Honorable Mention
Ennis K-12 Schools
The ServeMontana and First
Lady School Nutrition Awards are
sponsored by Montana’s Credit
Unions. The Governor’s Office of
Community Service expands and
promotes national service and volunteerism in Montana and engages
citizens in service. To learn more,
please visit serve.mt.gov.

Tools that pack a
punch.
Tool & equipment rental for commercial or
residential use. Visit us online to see a full
inventory of rental equipment and tools.

www.rubyvalleyrentals.com
CALL US: 406-596-1140
SHERIDAN

R U B Y VA L L E Y

E Q U I P M E N T & TO O L S

“Bevan Ranch” 320 McHessor Creek Road
Twin Bridges, MT

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Turn Key Ranch Operation
Excellent Facilities and
Corrals
Hunting and Fishing
Opportunities
862 +/- Deeded Acres
203 +/- Acre State Lease
777 +/- Acres of Native
Range
86 +/- Acres under Sprinkler
Irrigation
5 +/- Acres of Building
Compound

28 Jessica Lane
Sheridan, MT

MLS# 346238
Offered at $1,975,000
Agent Chance Bernall

406-683-2234 | beaverheadhomeandranch.com

•
•
•
•

Ranchette with Gravity Flow
Irrigation via Pivot and Handline
Borders Public Lands - Easy
Access and Beautiful Views!
Options for Elevated Building
Site
Perfect for Hobby Rancher or
Equine Enthusiast

MLS# 346238
Offered at $1,975,000
Agent Chance Bernall
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American Legion Post 31 Fishing Derby results
Submitted by JOE WITHERSPOON
The American Legion Post 31 and he Veterans of Twin Bridges held their annual Kids fishing derby Saturday, June 20 at Lorrie's Pond. Attached are the pictures of the winners and their fish.

Kaylee Swobeda who won girls under 10 years old
with a 5 pound Rainbow.

Lily Mooney who won girls 10 years and older with
a 5 pound, 1/2 ounce Rainbow.

Charles Larsen who won boys 10 years and
older with a 3 pound 9 and 1/2 ounce Rainbow.

Rhett Holbrook who won boys under 10 years of
age with a 4 pound 8 ounce Rainbow.

GRIZZLY BEAR TR APPING
Biologists set to begin grizzly bear captures for research purposes in YNP
PUBLIC REMINDED TO HEED WARNING SIGNS
Submitted by INTERAGENCY GRIZZLY BEAR STUDY
TEAM
As part of ongoing efforts
required under the Endangered
Species Act to monitor the population of grizzly bears in the
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem,
the U.S. Geological Survey, in
conjunction with the National

Park Service, is working to inform the public that pre-baiting
and scientific capture operations
are once again about to begin
within Yellowstone National Park. Biologists with the
Interagency Grizzly Bear Study
Team (IGBST) will begin field
captures on June 27 and continue through August 28. Capture
operations can include a variety

of activities, but all areas where
work is being conducted will
have primary access points
marked with warning signs. It is
critical that all members of the
public heed these signs.
Monitoring of grizzly bear
distribution and other activities
are vital to ongoing recovery of
grizzly bears in the Yellowstone
Ecosystem. In order to attract

bears, biologists use natural food
sources such as fresh road-killed
deer and elk. Potential capture sites are baited with these
natural foods and if indications
are that grizzly bears are in the
area, culvert traps or foot snares
will be used to capture the bears.
Once captured, bears are handled in accordance with strict
safety and animal care protocols

102 South Main Street
Sheridan, MT 59749

(406) 842-5417

developed by the IGBST.
Whenever bear capture
activities are being conducted
for scientific purposes, the area
around the site will be posted
with bright warning signs to
inform the public of the activities occurring. These signs are
posted along the major access
points to the capture site. It is
important that the public heed

these signs and do not venture into an area that has been
posted. For more information
regarding grizzly bear capture
efforts, call the IGBST hotline
at 406-994-6675. Information
about the grizzly bear research
and monitoring is available from
the IGBST website: https://www.
usgs.gov/science/interagency-grizzly-bear-study-team

50¢ OFF

3 Meat Breakfast Sandwich
Walter’s Family Foods
(406) 842-5417

Offer only good at Walter’s Family Foods - 102 South Main St. - Sheridan, MT
59749. Not valid with any other offers. Limit one coupon per customer per visit.
Must present coupon for Special. Coupon holds no cash value. Expires 7/31/20.

NOW SERVING
Freshly Breaded Chicken & Breakfast

Chicken Fingers
$

4 for 4

Walter’s Family Foods
(406) 842-5417

Offer only good at Walter’s Family Foods - 102 South Main St. - Sheridan, MT
59749. Not valid with any other offers. Limit one coupon per customer per visit.
Must present coupon for Special. Coupon holds no cash value. Expires 7/31/20.

4

POPPER $
BOWL

Walter’s Family Foods
(406) 842-5417

Offer only good at Walter’s Family Foods - 102 South Main St. - Sheridan, MT
59749. Not valid with any other offers. Limit one coupon per customer per visit.
Must present coupon for Special. Coupon holds no cash value. Expires 7/31/20.

Breakfast Burritos

2 for 4
$

Walter’s Family Foods
(406) 842-5417

Offer only good at Walter’s Family Foods - 102 South Main St. - Sheridan, MT
59749. Not valid with any other offers. Limit one coupon per customer per visit.
Must present coupon for Special. Coupon holds no cash value. Expires 7/31/20.
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Old Varney Bridge sign returned

licensed/insured

Alpenglow
Window Cleaning
Cleaning
MATT SWANSON
Residential/Commercial
Spring Cleaning!

(406) 596-1541
Ennis, MT

alpenglowwindows@gmail.com
The old Varney Bridge sign was returned to Madison County.
The Madison County Board of Commissioners thank the anonymous person who returned the historic sign. The Varney Bridge is a
cherished piece of history in the Madison Valley and will be memorialized for everyone.
Tony Forsythe from the Madison County Maintenance Department will piece together some of the crumbling edges and frame the
old sign. The sign will be donated to a museum in the area.

•
•
•
•

Mark Sixel
(406) 660-0421
PO BOX 314
Ennis, MT 59729

Free Quotes
Residential
Commercial
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Your partner in community.
682-7755

CHECK US OUT ON
SOCIAL MEDIA!

pure-windowcleaning.com
ennispurewindowcleaning@gmail.com

Pet of the Week

Full Detail Service, 24 Hr Car and Pet Wash &
Spray-in Bed Liners

70 Montana Hwy 287, Ennis, MT 59729
Open M-F 8-5, Sat 8-12 • 406-682-5823

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

I

am so looking forward to getting a new home. Heard this
mewspaper was purrific about helping us get good forever homes
so I decided to put in this ad. I’m a young lady house trained (well I
have to be as I’m an indoor only lady), tested and negative for FiV/
FeLV, UTD on my vaccinations and spayed. I do love attention and
like to talk to you. Purrease call Misty at
439-1405 and ask for me.
Thanks so much, Puzzles

Your partner in community. 682-7755

Your
partner
in
community.

McLeod Mercantile
2 convenience store locations

Norris & Sheridan

682-7755

Bulk fuel delivery in Madison
& Jefferson counties

(406)685-3379
**24 Hour fueling** **snacks**
**ﬁshing licenses, bait & tackle**

es
Puzzl

MADISON County weather
T h u r s d ay
Variable clouds with scattered
thunderstorms. High 68F. Winds
ENE at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of
rain 50%.

Fr i d ay
Abundant sunshine. High 78F.
Winds SW at 5 to 10 mph.

S at u r d ay
Sunshine early then becoming cloudy
later in the day. High 76F. Winds SSW at
10 to 20 mph.

S u n d ay
Cloudy with occasional showers.
High 58F. Winds ESE at 10 to 15
mph. Chance of rain 60%.

M o n d ay

Cloudy with showers. High 59F.
Winds S at 10 to 15 mph. Chance
of rain 50%.

Home Park
Assisted Living
Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment
Private rooms

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana

Quote of the

Week:

"I believe
that it's
better to
be looked
over than
it is to be
overlooked."
Mae West

homeparkassistedliving.com

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921 • 110 South First Street
Where Eastern Medicine
Meets The West.

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy
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Madison Stream Team
C O L L E C T I N G D ATA F O R C O N S E R VAT I O N

By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

J

ack Creek was flowing fast for June 23 as the Madison
Stream Team collected stream data.
The Madison Conservation District program collects stream data, such as stream flow, conductivity, pH levels,
oxygenation, and observations, for Jack Creek every three weeks,
from shortly before runoff to early fall. The volunteer group of
field workers rotate between three Madison River tributaries each
week – Jack Creek, Moores Creek and South Meadow Creek.
More streams are monitored some years, depending on the size
of the team.
“At one time, we were up to as many as eight,” Madison
Stream Team volunteer David Bricker said. “The West Fork all
the way down Warm Creek below the Bear Trap.”
It is Bricker’s 11th season with the Madison Stream Team.
He helped shape the community program to what it is today.
According to Bricker, the Montana Ranchlands Group tried to
foster a volunteer group to monitor Madison River tributaries in
the early 2000s. There was a need to update and expand the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s data on impaired
streams.
“Back when it first started the DEQ haven’t even done TMDL
(Total Maximum Daily Loads) assessments for the impaired
streams,” Bricker said. “We were collecting data on streams where
there was no data.”
A TMDL assessment identifies sources of pollution in Montana’s surface waters and determines how much pollution can be
sustained while supporting the designated uses. The assessments
start the process of finding ways to minimize pollution in those
waters while remaining useful to local communities – a more
sustainable way of life.
Old mining and agricultural pursuits damaged many of
Madison County’s waterways. Some of the old methods of land
management that disrupted ecosystems were not known at the
time to be harmful, but the science evolved and with it came
new knowledge. Conservation efforts have sought to correct the
misled past and have produced ground-breaking results.
The Madison Conservation District generates many conservation efforts in the area. The Madison Steam Team volunteers take
on a sliver of the process with collecting consistent, accurate data.
The program also brings the community into the process.
“It was a way to involve people like me – we’re not scientists –
and build a database,” Bricker said.
The program involved Ennis students to monitor Moores
Creek a few years ago. According to Bricker, Moores Creek in Ennis is the only Madison River tributary that has a data table level
of E. coli. The field work gets people involved and nurtures an
interest in science. Most of the members are fly-fisher-folk, who
want to help conserve their loved sport and places.
“I mean Lawrence here practically wakes up in his waders,” Madison Conservation District Programs Manager David
Laufenberg said.
Lawrence Anderson has been on the Madison Stream Team
for six seasons. He brought along his friend, Rick Eggers, to the
team two years ago. They enjoy the company and the mission of
the program. Gathering data in a cool mountain stream among
like-minded people is usually fun work but it is a vital part of
ensuring that the Madison River fisheries are healthy.
“I like the idea of having good data,” Bricker said. “The better
data you have, the better decisions are made.”

Lawrence Anderson measures the stream’s velocity June 23. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Rick Eggers walks a tape measure across Jack Creek June 23.

PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Above: Madison Conservation District Programs Manager David Laufenberg measures Jack Creek’s conductivity June 23. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE
Lawrence Anderson, Rick Eggers and Rich Gockel measure the
stream’s flow June 23. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Left (insert): Lawrence Anderson writes down collected data from Jack Creek
June 23. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE
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BE WELL
Know where Alzheimer’s hides
JUNE IS ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN AWARENESS MONTH
Submitted by
LYNN MULLOWNEY
CABRERA

programs, services and resources.

Alzheimer's disease often
hides in plain sight. It is the
nation's largest under-recognized public health crisis,
impacting close to 6 million
people nationwide, many of
whom live in communities
with limited access to health
care resources. The Montana
Campaign for Alzheimer's
Awareness brings Alzheimer's
out of hiding, breaks stigmas
associated with the disease,
and connects all communities
to critically needed Alzheimer’s and dementia support

Alzheimer’s in Montana
Alzheimer's disease is the
sixth-leading cause of death in
Montana and nationwide. In
Montana, over 22,000 people
age 65 and over are living
with Alzheimer's disease — a
number that is projected to
increase by more than 23
percent to 27,000 people by
2025. Another 51,000 family
members and friends provide
58 million hours of care for
someone with Alzheimer's
disease at an unpaid value of
more than $757 million.

About the Montana Campaign for Alzheimer's Awareness
The Montana Campaign
for Alzheimer's Awareness
aims to increase understanding of the disease, break
stigmas associated with a
dementia diagnosis, and provide referral services, education and care and support to
all communities throughout
Montana.
This project complements
the efforts of the Montana
Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Work Group, a collaboration between the Alzheimer's
Association and numerous
statewide partners and vol-

In Montana,
parents want
what’s best
for their kids.

unteers. The “Know Where
Alzheimer’s Hides” campaign
was funded, in part, by a grant
from the Montana Department of Health and Human
Services, Administration on
Aging (AoA), and Administration for Community Living
(ACL) .
Alzheimer’s and Brain
Awareness Month
During the month of June,
the Alzheimer’s Association
pays special tribute to all
those affected by Alzheimer’s
and related dementias as well
as family, friends and caregiving professionals. their
According to the 2020 Alzheimer’s Association Facts and
Figures report, over 50 million
people worldwide have Alzheimer’s and other dementias.
Over 5 million Americans are
living with Alzheimer's disease making it the sixth-leading cause of death in the
United States and the only disease among the top 10 causes
of death that cannot be cured,
prevented or even slowed.
On June 20, 2020 – the
summer solstice and the day
with the most light – Montana
residents joined supporters
across the world to participate in The Longest Day® to
fight the darkness of Alzheimer’s and dementia through
fundraising activities of their
choice.
“The current COVID-19
crisis presents a unique opportunity for communities to
join together “virtually” while
staying physically apart,” said
Lynn Mullowney Cabrera,
Executive Director, Montana
Chapter, Alzheimer’s Association. “We are so grateful and
inspired by our passionate
participants who are finding

creative “virtual” ways to
support The Longest Day to
further our vision of a world
without Alzheimer’s and all
other dementia.”
About the Alzheimer's Association
The Alzheimer’s Association of Montana is the leading
source of information and
support for the more than
22,000 Montanans living
with Alzheimer’s disease and
their 51,000 family caregivers.
The Alzheimer’s Association
offers education, counseling,
support groups and a 24-hour
Helpline at no charge to families. In addition, contributions help fund advancements
in research to prevent, treat
and eventually conquer this
disease. The Alzheimer’s Association advocates for those

living with Alzheimer’s and all
dementias and their families
on related legislative issues.
Additionally, the Association
provides training and resources for health and long-term
care providers.
Throughout the COVID-19
crisis, the Alzheimer’s Association has offered expanded
educational programs via telephone and online. These no
cost, evidence-informed programs provide crucial information about the Alzheimer’s
and related dementias, COVID
and caregiving information,
effective communication techniques, understanding and
responding to dementia-related behaviors and much more.
For more information, visit
alz.org or call the 24/7 Helpline at 800.272.3900.

DPHHS reminds
Montanans to keep
fighting COVID-19
Submitted by DPHHS

ParentingMontana.org has information

and tools for parents of children at every age.

TOOLS FOR YOUR CHILD’S SUCCESS
This product was supported [in part] by CFDA 93.959 from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).
The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of SAMHSA or Health and Human Services.

When skin deep isn’t deep enough to
determine the problem...
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) tests are available at the
Ruby Valley Medical Center every Tuesday morning!
Call our Radiology Department for an appointment.

Mary Ann Birdsill,
RT(R)(M)(ARRT)

321 Madison Street
Sheridan, MT 59749

Tonya Romkema,
RT(R)

Darci Doig,
RT(R)(BD)(ARRT)

Joan Hendrickson,
RT(R)

(406) 842-5453
www.RVMC.org

The Department of Public
Health and Human Services
(DPHHS) has launched a
statewide media campaign to
remind Montanans to continue
taking the right steps to fight
the spread of COVID-19, especially as the state opens up.
Keep Fighting COVID-19
by: Wash Hands/Use Hand

Sanitizer, Don’t Touch Your
Face, Cover Coughs & Sneezes,
Keep Social Distancing (at least
6 ft. apart) and Wear a Mask
(when social distancing is not
possible).
If You Feel Sick: Stay Home,
Call Your Medical Provider,
and Quarantine as Instructed.
“The campaign shows our
appreciation for the timely
actions Montanans are taking

to fight COVID-19 and to protect our families, friends and
neighbors,” Hogan said. “We
can’t let our guard down, and I
think Montanans get that.”
For the latest information
on COVID-19 in Montana,
visit: dphhs.mt.gov or go to
covid19.mt.gov.Questions related to COVID-19 can also be
emailed to covid19info@mt.gov
or by calling 1-888-333-0461.
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COMMODITY INSITE: Faint hearts seldom make money
By JERRY WELCH

Historically, there are three
forces that can send the stock
and commodity markets to their
knees. One is a war, the second is
higher interest rates and the third
is a recession. Other than the age
old “war between the sexes” the
U.S. is not involved in a war. As
for higher interest rates, that is
certainly not a problem because
rates are now at record low levels
and likely to remain that way
for some time to come. In fact, if
anything, rates may decline further yet. As for a recession, allow
me to remind you of my weekly
column from last week entitled,
“It’s Official.”
I quoted CBS News by
stating, “"The unprecedented
magnitude of the decline in
employment and production, and
its broad reach across the entire
economy, warrants the designation of this episode as a recession,

even if it turns out to be briefer
than earlier contractions, according to the The National Bureau
of Economic Research, a trade
group that determines when
recessions start and end.” Despite
the U.S. now stuck in a recession, a host of young and bullish
investors are making headlines
and causing the, “old timers” to
squirm.
The new players in the
marketplace are called, “Robin
Hood Investors.” According to
Market Watch, “Billionaire Leon
Cooperman said the emergence
of individual investors eagerly
scooping up stocks that have
been rocked amid the coronavirus-induced downturn will
ultimately not end well for those
individual investors. The ‘Robinhood markets are going to end in
tears,” said Cooperman during
CNBC’s show “Halftime Report”

referring to the popular online
trading platform.
Mr. Cooperman was referring to an article from Barron’s
a week ago that noted a, “free
trading app called Robinhood
has added more than 3 million
stock trading accounts this year
with the total exceeding 13 million. The median age is pegged at
31. And these new investors and
traders are far outperforming
Mr. Cooperman and the average
mutual fund according to Goldman Sachs.
The attraction to the younger
crowd is there are no commissions on trades and it is all done
on a smart phone with an app.
Or, a computer. This new group
of investors and day-traders are
far outperforming the old timers
on Wall Street. How long that
continues remains to be seen. But
thus far, the Robin Hood players

are doing well.
Let me weigh in on this new
phenomena. First, when investing or speculating in the Big
Four: stocks, bonds, currencies
or commodities, the least of your
problems is commissions. If you
are making money, the commissions are nothing more than the
cost of doing business. If you are
losing money, commissions are
simply salt in the wound. Choose
more carefully in what you invest
and the commissions will likely
take care of themselves.
Mr. Cooperman also said,
“The gambling casinos are closed
and the Federal Reserve] is promising you free money for the next
two years, so let them speculate.”
He went on to argue. “Let them
buy and trade. From my experience, this kind of stuff will end in
tears. They are just doing stupid
things.”

Mr. Cooperman is right the
casinos are closed and the Robin
Hood crowd may be sitting at
home in self-isolation with an
app on a smartphone, buying
and selling stocks like mad. But
if they use a stop to control the
risk that, “kind of stuff” does not
have to end in tears. And they
are only doing, “stupid things”
if it does not work. If what they
are doing does indeed work and
shows a profit such as lately, then
who are the smart ones?
Here is how Market Watch
viewed Robin Hood traders.
“Some have made the case that
an era of zero-commission discount brokerage trades, ushered
in by Charles Schwab and platforms like Robinhood that cater
to younger investors, combined
with a dearth of diversions due
to COVID-19 lockdowns and
unemployment, have created a

perfect environment for newly
minted day traders.” Yes, a perfect storm of coronavirus lockdowns, a free app with a trading
platform and no commissions is
a very tempting game. I say, welcome to the new world order!
From Walt Disney’s animated
movie, “Robin Hood” and from
the lips of the hero while thinking of Maid Marion. “Ah, but
remember faint hearts never won
fair lady.” And I say loudly with
a slight but imperfect English
accent from around the village
of Nottingham. “When investing
or trading in the Big Four, faint
hearts seldom make money.”
Aside from the love story between Robin and Maid Marian
never forget that the Sheriff of
Nottingham was a dastardly and
wicked knave.

THIS, OUR VALLEY
Lamenting is an Act of Worship
By Keith Axberg

Beware of looking
for goals: look for a
way of life.
-Hunter S. Thompson
I had a lot of plans for retirement, not the least of which was
to travel and explore the backroads of America. This was the
year. This was the summer. This
was the time.
My plans were purely selfish,
of course. They would benefit
no-one but me (and the travel
industry). There is and was no
higher purpose to be served
traveling the highways and
byways of our great land except,
perhaps, the pursuit of happiness.
But it is hard to pursue happiness

in the midst of a pandemic. It is
hard to find peace in a time of
civil unrest – during a time when
evidence of grievous injustice has
been placed so clearly before us
that one cannot easily “re-hide
what has been un-hid.” [sic]
My desire to hit the road for
some personal (and “well-deserved”) R&R has been derailed
for now, but that’s OK. I am safe.
How many people world-wide
can make that claim? I have food
a’plenty in my fridge, freezer, and
cupboards. How many families
around the globe can say that? I
have all the fresh water I could
ever want within a half dozen
steps of my couch while my waste
is flushed away and treated ever-so-efficiently. How many billions covet what I and we have?
However, I find the constant

drone of everything wrong with
the world around me drains my
soul and every fiber of my being.
Covid-19 is tenacious and
awaiting to grab us like some
famous bath-salts and take us
away!
People who have been oppressed and who have not been
truly heard over the past dozen
decades are crying out for justice
– just like the Children of Israel
did those many centuries ago
when they were slaves in Egypt –
praying and lamenting, “When,
O Lord, will you deliver us from
this evil?”
The people elected to serve us
have been as self-serving as any
generation and seem incapable
of even “thinking” of the public
good (let alone acting on it).
The “News” is mislabeled.

There is nothing new under the
sun. The Preacher told us that
nearly three thousand years ago
in the Book of Ecclesiastes. “All
is vanity,” he wailed, cried, and
lamented, and I suppose the story
could have ended there.
It could have, but it didn’t.
While the preacher was weeping into his hanky, a prophet
stood up and bellowed: Let justice pour down like a monsoon;
let righteousness (good and holy
deeds) stream forth like a mighty
river! (Amos).
He understood what we all
understand: Each of us hungers for righteousness, justice,
equality, and equity. We know
wrong when we see it, whether it
is laid on the back of others, or
ourselves. We see it and, like the
prophet, there comes a time we

Reckless
Writings

Sushi
I grew up on the farm. We ate potatoes every meal with a slice of meat to satisfy your appetite’s
appeal.
But I never gave much thought about a favorite foreign dish. Especially when it sounded like
unappetizing squish.
One day while checking mail a letter stood out from the rest. ‘Twas a wedding invitation with a
dinner for each guest.
The young man getting married was our oldest son’s best friend. He said, “We’re eating sushi.
Sure would like if you’d attend.”
The young man said, “We’ll have the best of Asian food cuisine. My grandma is the cook and
she’s the best you’ve ever seen.”
The wedding day arrived, and all the guests sat down to eat. Grandma served her sushi, rolled up
rice with pinkish specks of meat.
I bit into the sushi then my gag reflex kicked in. I knew I was in trouble, so I sliced the sushi thin.
I pled my wife’s attention. Said, “Each time I take a bite. Just grab a piece of my old hide and
pinch it down real tight!
And maybe I won’t think about the goo that’s in my mouth, as it slides down my esophagus and
settles in down south.
I ate the rolled-up fish and rice. My wife said, “Lose your frown!” I whispered to her, “Hon, I’m
praying hard to keep it down!”
The host was so delighted that I’d cleaned up all my plate. So, she brought me two more sushi.
Kept on gagging while I ate.
I can’t forget that evening, traumatized for all my years. I’ll never eat more sushi. It’s the worst of
all my fears.
Last week one cowboy asked me, “When your cooking for the bunch. Let’s have a change of
menu maybe sushi for our lunch.”
I promptly told him, “If you’re wanting sushi on the trail. You might as well keep wishing. Heck,
I’d rather eat horse tail.”

need to belong to any religious
group to recognize and respect
the dignity of a fellow human
being. The best people I have ever
known (including cops) have
been those who treated everyone
(cops, victims, ne'er-do-wells
alike) with respect.
The fact is, we are all capable of showing respect for one
another, showing kindness to one
another, and doing unto others
what we would want to be done
unto us. That, ultimately, is good
news for all of us here – even as
we may pray and lament – in this,
our valley.
Keith Axberg writes on
matters concerning life and faith.
He can be reached at kfaxberg@
gmail.com

Natural
Resource
News

A Wrangler’s

By Bryce Angell

can do nothing else but stand up
and cry out: NO MORE!
A man was asked one day
what those who follow him must
do, and I suspect he recalled the
sage advice of his mother. It is
the wisdom we have all received
at the knees of those who love
us – no matter where we grew up,
no matter where we came from
– and what she told her children
he passed along to his friends: Do
unto others as you would have it
done unto you (Matthew 7).
The Golden Rule. It is known
across the globe. No matter your
religion or culture, we know: Do
unto others …
When I was baptized, I promised to “respect the dignity of
every person.” I did that as a cop.
I did that as a priest. I do that
as a human being. One does not

Conifer Encroachment: Changing the sagebrush
ecosystem throughout SW Montana
By Audra Bell, Ruby Valley
Conservation District
Since the first’s settlers on
this landscape, humans have
altered the landscape for our best
interests. Human impacts on the
landscape have disturbed natural
ecosystem regimes and led to the
encroachment of conifers into
sagebrush ecosystems. Over the
last 150 years native conifers have
invaded natural grass and shrub
lands. Woodlands are a necessary
ecosystem, however expanding
conifer woodlands into shrub and
grass landscapes have negative
impacts on wildlife habitat, soil
health, wildfire characteristics
and water storage.
There are two main causes of
conifer encroachment throughout
the West: climate change and
decades of wildfire suppression.
The evolving climate has allowed
for shifts in ecosystems to be
more favorable for conifer growth
in shrublands resulting in a more
wooded land cover. For the last
century, humans have worked
to suppress natural fires, which
keep conifer expansion at bay.
Controlling wildfires has enabled
conifers to crowd the woodland
forests and spread into newly
favorable sagebrush lands.
When grasses and shrubs become the understory groundcover
they must compete with conifers
for sunlight and water. Conifers
trees tower over the understory

and eventually choke out the
natural plants in that ecosystem.
The loss of plants and their root
systems make the soil unable to
absorb rain and snowmelt, allowing more runoff and erosion to
occur. Conifers pull water out of
the ground as soon as the snows
begin to melt and continue to absorb water supplies into late fall.
Areas with conifer coverage have
seen a reduction of water entering
the streams and rivers.
Conifer expansion also
increases the risk of more severe
wildfires. Grassland fires burn at
a low intensity and move quickly
along the landscape. When fires
occurred naturally, fuel levels
were decreased and would burn
old unproductive plants to refresh
the landscape. Conifers burn
slower and hotter than grasses
and require more time to recover
post-fire. Sagebrush landscapes
provide habitat for sage grouse,
big game and cattle. Sage grouse
are very sensitive to conifer cover,
abandoning the landscape if there
is only four percent cover. With
more conifers, fewer grasses and
shrubs, grouse are being pushed
out of their preferred habitat.
Deer and elk use shrub and grass
lands for forage during the winter
months and with no grasses they
move elsewhere. Ranchers are
economically challenged as their
livestock grazing lands convert to
juniper woodlands.
Groups like the Gravelly

Landscape Collaborative (GLC),
SW Montana Sagebrush Partnership, and local and federal
agencies are working to slow
conifer encroachment. Since 2017,
over 9000 acres of conifers have
been treated in the High Divide
landscape. The Bureau of Land
Management has been addressing
this issue for 20 years and will
continue to work with the local
groups to tackle larger scale projects across all boundaries.
The Ruby Valley Conservation District is a partner with the
GLC. This group is focused on
educating the public on conifer
removal our surrounding areas.
This summer 4,000 acres will be
treated in the southern Tobacco
Roots and surrounding areas.
Community members may see
heavy equipment, chainsaws
crews, slash piles, and smoke from
prescribed burns. These treatments will improve the quality of
the landscape that has been affected by conifers.
We are neighbors coming
together for good stewardship
of southwestern Montana’s land,
water and wildlife. Restoring a
healthy balance of forest, sage
and grass lands will make SW
Montana ranching communities
stronger, will help prevent catastrophic wildfires and support our
outdoor traditions. We can’t do
this habitat restoration alone, so
we have joined together.
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THEME: 4th of July
ACROSS
1. Begone!
5. Blue
8. Instinctive motive
12. Barbershop supply
13. Cover with asphalt
14. Twist and distort
15. Dismounted
16. Tiny particle
17. Like smell of burning rubber
18. *King of Great Britain when
America won independence
20. Same as pleaded
21. "Well-____ machine"
22. *Abigail Adams ____ Smith
23. *Preferred cooking device on
the 4th
25. They play dead
29. Tiller's tiller
30. Santa's reindeer
33. Dwarf buffalo
34. Smart ones?
36. "____ the hills and far away"
37. Penicillin holder, e.g.
38. Part of both levorotary and
levorotatory
39. *Like 4th of July
41. Choler
42. Egg dishes
44. Actress Close
46. *Jefferson was three and Washington was ___
47. Medal of Honor word
49. Castle material
51. *Roman Candles and Fountains,
e.g.
55. Manuscript sheet
56. Dirty money
57. Dire fate
58. Type of wrench
59. Charitable contribution
60. Genesis twin
61. Dad's lads
62. General Services Administration
63. Job for a body shop
DOWN
1. Without a date
2. *American Revolutionary War spy,
Nathan
3. Miscellany
4. Type of local tax
5. French composer of "GymnopÈdies" fame
6. Steer clear
7. Prefix for half
8. *U. S. personified
9. Steak choice
10. Power system
11. Former times
13. Saffron-flavored rice dish
14. Stares
19. Decorates with gold leaf
22. Negative conjunction
23. Jewish folklore creature
24. "Superman" star
25. Machu Picchu country
26. Remove from Pinterest board
27. Grieve
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comics & Puzzles
Sudoku

28. *Many retailers hold one for the
4th of July
29. Sign of a saint
31. *____ of Liberty
32. Rooster's girlfriend
35. *13 of these at the start
37. Give a green light
39. *What contestants did at Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest
40. Ends of shoe laces
43. "____ ____ a high note"
45. What river did to bank

47. Viola da Gamba, pl.
48. Wafting pleasantness
49. Aria, e.g.
50. Comrade in arms
51. *It should never touch ground
52. Official flower of the Kentucky
Derby
53. Riddle without solution
54. Obscenity
55. Like The Beatles

682-7755

Get the
Good News!
www.madisoniannews.com

sudoku solution

The local news of the Madison Valley,
Ruby Valley and
surrounding areas

Crossword puzzle answers on B7

GET RESULTS.
Margaret Stecker, PLS • (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT 59740

advertise in The Madisonian.
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

K&L Mortuaries
& Crematory, Inc.
842-5731
Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs
Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison - Whitehall ~ Boulder
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M ARK ETPLACE
Alder School will be in need of
a long-term substitute teacher
from about the middle of September until the end of October.
Persons holding a certified educator license preferred. If you
are interested in applying for
this position, please call Teresa
Murdoch at 406-660-1006.

ESTATE SALES
AbleEstateSales.com

June 25, 26 & 27th
10 am - 2 pm
156 Ennis Lake Road 59729 Harley Sportster 2014
Motorcycle, Vintage Smoker
Craft Boat and Johnson 50
Motor, 2002 Mitsubishi
Montero Sport, 2004 Cadillac Deville 38,000 Miles,
well insulated and wired
shed, Boone and Crocket Full mount Goat from
Norris, Elk, Moose Bear,
Deer Mounts, Fish Mounts,
Buffalo hide, Bear Rug with
head mount, Riding lawn
mower, push mower, weed
eaters, Husqvarna Chain
saw, sandblaster, Every
tool imaginable, Western
Art, Safe, gun smith tools,
aquariums, antique dresser,
leather couch, flat screen
TVs, King bed frame with
matching armoire and
night stand, air conditioner,
vintage band T shirts, camo
packs and clothing, Large
drop leaf dining table with
chairs, many small kitchen
appliances and all items
in kitchen, BBQ’s, Weber,
Bench Swing, camping and
hunting equipment, firewood, recliner, lots of misc.
items. SEE PHOTOS @
www.AbleEstateSales.com
Mike & Cheryl 842-5251

HELP WANTED
Home Park has openings for full
time chef (40 hours/week) and
part time (20-32 hours/week)
employment. Please understand
that we are staffed 24/7/365, so
full time and part time must be
available to work weekends and
holidays. This very challenging
but rewarding opportunity
requires you to be a part of a
close team of caregivers who
make it a priority to take care
of the people who helped build
our communities. Working at
Home Park assisted living is a
great way to go home knowing
that you made a positive and
personal impact in someone's
life. Apply with Home Park
Assisted Living and help create
smiles. Pay D.O.E Please
contact Home Park Assisted
Living for an application or call
Jason at 406-980-1117 for more
information.

The Ruby Valley Medical
Center is accepting
applications for a FullTime Registered Nurse,
benefits available. We have
a dynamic and supportive
nursing team. Join us! Please
visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more
information and to apply
on-line.

HOUSEKEEPERS
NEEDED FOR
VACATION PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
COMPANY
We manage several
vacation homes in Ennis
and the Surrounding
Area and are looking for
housekeeping staff. If you
are thorough, detailed and
have an impeccable eye
for ambiance then we have
a job for you! You’ll need
to be able to do the basics
well: • Clean and tidy the
whole space • Lift or slide
rugs and furniture into
place • Wash and fold all
linens, towels and blankets
• Dust, vacuum, mop, scrub
and sanitize all surfaces
and floors • Clean and put
away dishes • Take out the
trash and recycling The
details are crucial. • Make
the home cobweb and dust
free — everywhere. If you
think to clean the tops of
doors, the wiring and cables
behind the TV, or under
books on a shelf, you’re
probably a good fit for this
work. • Add concierge-like
touches. From specially
folded toilet paper to
perfect bed service.
Qualifications: • Be flexible
as to the schedule. Some
weekend and holiday cleans
will be required • A valid
driver’s license, reliable
transportation and a clean
driving record Job Type –
Seasonal from Mid-June –
September. • We supply all
cleaning products • $18 - $
20 an hour dependent on
experience • Please email
your resume to Lindy@
mountain-home.com
or 406-595-5991
Ch4 Engineering and
Construction Construction
labor needed We are looking
for several motivated, qualified
applicants. Construction
laborers needed. Two positions
open. Some metal building
construction experience a
plus, training available. Pay
commensurate with experience
Apply within at 118 ½ Main
street Sheridan, MT 59749
Office hours 8-5pm M-F Or Call
Office Phone for details: 406842-5309
Sheridan School District No.
5 has the following openings
for the 2020-21 school year:
Assistant Cook-approx. 24 hrs./
wk. Part-time Custodian-approx. 16 hrs./wk. Information
and employment applications
can be obtained on the Sheridan
School website at https://sheridan.k12.mt.us, or by contacting
Rebecca Larsen, District Clerk
at 842-5302.

Madison Valley Medical
Center seeks a Full Time
Day/Night Nurse Aide Clerk.
Applicants to complete an
employment application and
submit a resume to careers@
mvmedcenter.org or call
Madison Valley Medical
Center at 682-6862.

NOW HIRING!
B&E Construction is hiring
full time help. Residential
construction in Ennis area.
Framing ability is preferred. Call
Brad at 581-4117.

For Rent or Sale in Ennis Unit
1D Lone Elk Mall, 900 sq’.
Previously Montana Wellness
Center. $600 per month, plus
$600 deposit. Can also do Lease
w/option to purchase, contract
for deed. Call 406-490-9464.

BARKER VILLAGE
APARTMENTS:
1 bedroom furnished apartments
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location.
4 month lease, $800 per month
plus security deposit, utilities
included, non-smoking, no dogs.
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at
406-682-5737.

GOPHER EXCAVATING:
Mini excavator/tractor + bucket.
Low impact/cross lawns. Tree
planting, deck supports, trench
water/sewer lines. No job too
small! Affordable! Senior
Discount! 406-842-7737 - 406606-8134

FOR SALE
. Mowing
. Landscaping
. Turf Repair
. Sprinkler Repair

. Weed Eating
. Tree Planting
. Tree Trimming
. Tree Spraying

404-5925

For Rent: Retail/office space
located in the Lone Elk Mall
off Main street in Ennis. 1,250
square feet of open space on
ground level, downtown. $950/
month plus utilities and common
area maintenance dues. Call
640-1351.

Expert
Tree Care
406-683-5592
406-865-0000
60’ Lift Truck

Correct tree and shrub
pruning and tree removal.

Harrison Public School has an
opening for an assistant cook
for the upcoming school year.
The position is approximately
30 hours per week, starting
at $10.50 per hour. Full time
employees also receive $475 per
month towards health insurance.
Harrison athletics is also looking
for a cross country coach, a
junior high volleyball coach and
a junior high girls basketball
coach. Interested applicants
should contact Fred Hofman or
Judi Ward for more information
at 685-3428 or mail their
completed application and letter
of application to the Harrison
School, PO Box 7, Harrison, MT
59735.
Ennis Schools is accepting
applications for the following
coaching positions: JH Football
Assistant, JH Boys Basketball
Head Coach, JH Boys Basketball
Assistant Coach, JH Girls
Basketball Assistant Coach,
HS Girls Basketball Assistant
Coach. Please complete a district
application, resume, 3 letters of
recommendation, and a letter
of interest. These positions will
close 7/8/20. Please contact Mr.
Hess at chess@ennisschools.
org or at the high school for any
questions.

FOR RENT
MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals
570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com
20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for
information.

BARKER VILLAGE
APARTMENTS:
1 bedroom unfurnished
apartments available in Ennis.
A/C, washer/dryer equipped,
private location. 1 year lease,
$750 per month plus security
deposit, utilities included, nonsmoking, no dogs.
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at
406-682-5737.

Madison Valley
Caring & Sharing
Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.
Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.
Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171
Ennis. 682-7844

FOR SALE-reduced
price $10 K Historic
legacy “Heart”
brand First recorded
1873 in Madison County
swobodajaye8@gmail.com

4 pieces living room set. Wicker
patio set. Sail boat. Call for more
information. 682-4686
Blizzak Bridgestone tires. WS50
with rims 205x55 16'$200.
Fly Helmet extra large with
shield $45.
Call Nadine or Peter
406-579-9781

FOR LEASE
Sheridan retail/ apartment space
available to rent (formerly Kindred Spirits). Call 406.606.8134
for more information.

Bicentennial
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent
based on income, HUD
Subsidized util. paid.
Qualifications apply.
Market rent apartments
also available.
Call: 406-683-2727
800-253-4091

SERVICES

Chimney & Vent

CLEANING
Gary Kinney

OR

send a text

702-5372 596-7003

WINDOW
CLEANING

Your partner in community.

682-7755

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES

The Ruby Valley Medical
Center is accepting
applications for a Full-Time
Quality Assurance/Risk
Management Registered
Nurse, benefits available.
This is a unique opportunity
in nursing. Please visit
www.RVMC.org/careeropportunites for more
information and to apply
on-line.

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!

Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models
We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs
Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537

Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)
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PUBLIC NOTICES
JUNE 25, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, MADISON COUNTY, IN THE
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF JOHN D.
ELLINGSEN, Deceased. DP-29-202011 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned has been appointed Personal
Representative of the above-named estate.
All persons having claims against the said
deceased are required to present their
claims within four months after the date
of the first publication of this notice or said
claims will be forever barred. Claims must
either be mailed to Nancy C. Allen, Personal
Representative, return receipt requested, c/o
Victor N. Bunitsky Law Office, P.O, Box 77,
Virginia City, Montana 59755, or filed with the
clerk of the above-entitled Court. DATED this
3rd day of June, 2020. /s/ Nancy C. Allen,
Personal Representative for the Estate of
John D. Ellingsen.
(Pub. JUNE 11, 18, 25, 2020)
BUNITSKY
MNAXLP
SUMMONS OF PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
KEVIN MANDELL JACKSON Plaintiff, v.
BARKES L. ADAMS or the ESTATE OF
BARKES L. ADAMS; HELEN ADAMS
SWEETMAN or the ESTATE OF HELEN
ADAMS SWEETMAN, HEIRS AND
DEVISEES, SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS
OF BARKES L. ADAMS AND HELEN
ADAMS SWEETMAN, and unknown heirs or
unknown devisees of any deceased person;
and any and all other persons known and
all other persons unknown, claiming or who
might claim any right, title, estate or interest
in or lien or encumbrance upon the real
property described in the Complaint adverse
to the Plaintiff’s ownership or any cloud upon
Plaintiff’s title, whether the claim or possible
claim is present or contingent. Defendants.
CASE NO. 29-2020-19
THE STATE OF MONTANA sends greetings
to BARKES L. ADAMS or the ESTATE OF
BARKES L. ADAMS, address unknown. This
action is brought to quiet title to land situated
in Madison County, Montana, and described
as follows: Lot 12 in Block 32 of Original
Townsite of Pony, in Madison County,
Montana, according to the official plat thereof
on file and of record in the office of the Clerk
and Recorder, Madison County, Montana.
You are hereby commanded to answer the
Complaint in this action, which is filed in
the office of the Clerk of this Court, a copy
of which is herewith served upon you and
to file your WRITTEN RESPONSE with the
above-entitled court and serve a copy thereof
upon the Plaintiff’s attorney with twenty-one
(21) days after service of this Summons,
exclusive of the day of service; and in case
of your failure to appear or answer, judgment

will be taken against you by default for the
relief demanded in the Complaint. WITNESS
my hand and Seal of said Court this 11TH
day of March, 2020. /S/ KAREN MILLER
CLERK OF COURT
/S/ CARMIN HILL
DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT
(Pub. JUNE 18, 25, JULY 2, 2020)
ACB
MNAXLP
SUMMONS OF PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
KEVIN MANDELL JACKSON Plaintiff, v.
BARKES L. ADAMS or the ESTATE OF
BARKES L. ADAMS; HELEN ADAMS
SWEETMAN or the ESTATE OF HELEN
ADAMS SWEETMAN, HEIRS AND
DEVISEES, SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS
OF BARKES L. ADAMS AND HELEN
ADAMS SWEETMAN, and unknown heirs or
unknown devisees of any deceased person;
and any and all other persons known and
all other persons unknown, claiming or who
might claim any right, title, estate or interest
in or lien or encumbrance upon the real
property described in the Complaint adverse
to the Plaintiff’s ownership or any cloud upon
Plaintiff’s title, whether the claim or possible
claim is present or contingent. Defendants.
CASE NO. 29-2020-19
THE STATE OF MONTANA sends greetings
to HELEN ADAMS SWEETMAN or the
ESTATE OF HELEN ADAMS SWEETMAN,
address unknown. This action is brought to
quiet title to land situated in Madison County,
Montana, and described as follows: Lot 12
in Block 32 of Original Townsite of Pony,
in Madison County, Montana, according to
the official plat thereof on file and of record
in the office of the Clerk and Recorder,
Madison County, Montana. You are hereby
commanded to answer the Complaint in this
action, which is filed in the office of the Clerk
of this Court, a copy of which is herewith
served upon you and to file your WRITTEN
RESPONSE with the above-entitled court
and serve a copy thereof upon the Plaintiff’s
attorney with twenty-one (21) days after
service of this Summons, exclusive of the
day of service; and in case of your failure
to appear or answer, judgment will be
taken against you by default for the relief
demanded in the Complaint WITNESS my
hand and Seal of said Court this 11TH day of
March, 2020. /S/ KAREN MILLER
CLERK OF COURT
/S/ CARMIN HILL
DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT
(Pub. JUNE 18, 25, JULY 2, 2020)
ACB
MNAXLP
SUMMONS OF PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

COURT, MADISON COUNTY KEVIN
MANDELL JACKSON Plaintiff, v. BARKES
L. ADAMS or the ESTATE OF BARKES L.
ADAMS; HELEN ADAMS SWEETMAN or the
ESTATE OF HELEN ADAMS SWEETMAN,
HEIRS AND DEVISEES, SUCCESSORS
AND ASSIGNS OF BARKES L. ADAMS AND
HELEN ADAMS SWEETMAN, and unknown
heirs or unknown devisees of any deceased
person; and any and all other persons known
and all other persons unknown, claiming or
who might claim any right, title, estate or
interest in or lien or encumbrance upon the
real property described in the Complaint
adverse to the Plaintiff’s ownership or any
cloud upon Plaintiff’s title, whether the claim
or possible claim is present or contingent.
Defendants. Case No.29-2020-19 THE
STATE OF MONTANA sends greetings to
all unknown persons claiming or who might
claim any right, title, estate or interest in or
lien or encumbrance upon the real property
described in the Complaint adverse to the
Plaintiff’s ownership or any cloud upon
Plaintiff’s title, whether the claim or possible
claims is present or contingent. This action
is brought to quiet title to land situated in
Madison County, Montana, and described
as follows: Lot 12 in Block 32 of Original
Townsite of Pony, in Madison County,
Montana, according to the official plat
thereof on file and of record in the office of
the Clerk and Recorder, Madison County,
Montana. You are hereby commanded to
answer the Complaint in this action, which is
filed in the office of the Clerk of this Court, a
copy of which is herewith served upon you
by publication and to file your WRITTEN
RESPONSE with the above-entitled court
and serve a copy thereof upon the Plaintiff’s
attorney with twenty-one (21) days after
service of this Summons, exclusive of the
day of service; and in case of your failure
to appear or answer, judgment will be
taken against you by default for the relief
demanded in the Complaint. WITNESS my
hand and Seal of said Court this 11TH day of
March, 2020. /S/ KAREN MILLER
Clerk of Court /S/ CARMIN HILL
Deputy Clerk
(Pub. JUNE 18, 25, JULY 2, 2020)
ACB
MNAXLP
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Lyman H. Bennett, III BENNETT LAW
GROUP, PLLC P.O. Box 337 Virginia City,
MT 59755-0337 Telephone: (406) 8435650 Facsimile: (406) 843-5651 E-mail:
lymanhbennett@montana.net Attorney for
Personal Representative MONTANA FIFTH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT MADISON
COUNTY IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF GERALD F. SCHILDROTH JR.,
Deceased. Probate No. DP-29-2020-13.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the

If you have diﬃculty
understanding words clearly
over the phone, just submit this form!
You may qualify for FREE assistive
telephone equipment through the
Montana Telecommunications
Access Program!
Montana Telecommunications Access Program
provides FREE assistive telephone equipment to
those who qualify, making it easier to use the
phone to do business or keep in touch with
family and friends.
Equipment available
through MTAP includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ampliﬁed telephones
Captioned telephones
Loud bell ringers
TTYs
Artiﬁcial Larynxes
And much more!

Yes, I want to learn more about MTAP!
Name: _____________________________________
City: _______________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________
Return form to: MTAP
P. O. Box 4210, Helena, MT 59604
Address: ___________________________________
State: _____________ Zip Code: _______________

For more information just mail us this form or call toll-free 1-800-833-8503

undersigned has been appointed Personal
Representative of the above-named estate.
All persons having claims against the said
deceased are required to present their
claims within four months after the date of
the first publication of this notice or said
claims will be forever barred. Claims must
be either mailed to LYMAN H. BENNETT,
III, return receipt requested at PO BOX 337,
VIRGINIA CITY, MT 59755 or filed with the
Clerk of the above Court. DATED this 5th
day of JUNE, 2020.
/s/GERALD F. SCHILDROTH, III, CoPersonal Representative
/s/GENEVIEVE I. SCHILDROTH, CoPersonal Representative
(Pub. JUNE 18, 25, JULY 2, 2020)
BENNETT
MNAXLP
TOWN COUNCIL VACANCY
Vacancy – Appointment of Sheridan Council
person position starting July 13th, 2020 in
accordance with MCA 7-4-4112. If you are
interested in serving as a council person,
please send a letter of interest to PO
Box 78 Sheridan, MT 59749 stating your
qualifications. Letters must be received by
July 9th, 2020 by 4:00 p.m. Interested parties
must have resided within the Town City limits
for at least 90 days prior to applying. The
applicant will serve a vacant position until the
next general election in November 2021.
(Pub. JUNE 18, 25, 2020)
SHERIDAN TOWN
MNAXLP
PRELIMINARY BUDGET
MEETING
The Town of Twin Bridges has completed
their preliminary budget for the Fiscal Year
2020-2021. Approval of the preliminary
budget will be on July 14th at 7:00 pm at it’s
regular council meeting. The meeting will be
located at Town Hall (104 E. 6th Ave, Twin
Bridges, MT). If anyone would like to review
the budget they can stop in at the office or
call 684-5243. Any taxpayer or resident may
appear and be heard at the meeting.
(Pub. JUNE 18, 25, 2020)
TB TOWN
MNAXLP
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Bids will be accepted by the
Tobacco Roots Mountains Care Center’s
Administration, 326 Madison Street, P O Box
308, Sheridan, MT, 59749 until 5:00PM local
time on June 29, 2020, and then publicly
opened and read aloud at the Madison
County Commissioners’ meeting located at
103 W. Wallace, Virginia City, MT at 1:00PM
local time on June 30, 2020.
Bids are being accepted for the removal of
the existing asphalt shingles on the main
structure, membrane roofing on a low-slope
roof section of the structure and the metal
roofing on entranceways, and partial gutters/
downspouts on the main structure and
asphalt shingles on one (1) 20x20-storage
building located on the grounds of the facility.
The project also includes the installation of
new-asphalt shingles, membrane, metal
roofing and partial gutters/downspouts
and asphalt shingles on one (1) 20x20storage building located on the grounds at
the Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center
(TRMCC), 326 Madison Street, Sheridan,
MT, 59749.
The qualified contractors would be
responsible: to provide all necessary
materials, labor and equipment to complete
removal and installation of the complete
project on the main structure, low-slope roof
section and roofing on the entranceways,
partial gutters/downspouts, on the main
structure and roofing on one (1) 20x20
storage building located on the grounds
of the facility. Complete Bid Proposal
may be viewed on the Madison County
website: https://madisoncountymt.gov/424/
PublicLegal-Notices
All laborers employed by Contractor or
Subcontractors in performance of the
construction work shall be paid wages at
rates required by Montana Prevailing Wage
Rates. The Contractor must ensure that
employees and applicants for employment
are not discriminated against because of
their race, color, religion, sex, or national
origin. Each bid or proposal must be
accompanied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check, or Bid Bond payable to Madison
County, in an amount not less than ten
percent (10%) of the total amount of the bid.
Successful Bidders shall furnish an approved
Performance Bond and a Labor Materials
Payment Bond, each in the amount of one
hundred percent (100%) of the contract
amount. The successful Bidder shall provide
insurance, as required, and a Certificate(s) of
that insurance shall be provided.
The right is reserved to reject any or all
proposals received, to waive informalities,
to postpone the award of the contract for a
period not to exceed sixty days, and to accept
the lowest responsive and responsible bid
that is in the best interest of the Owner.
To make inquiries about the scope of the
project or to schedule an appointment please
contact David Reintsma, TRMCC Facility
Director at 406-843-5600.
Madison County is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.
Published in the Madisonian on June 11,
June 18, and June 25, 2020, Madison
County Commission, 103 W. Wallace, PO
Box 278, Virginia City, MT 59755. (Pub. June
11, 18, and June 25, 2020). MC Commission
(Pub. JUNE 18, 25, 2020)
MC COMMISH
MNAXLP
TRANSPORTATION CONTRACTS
The individual transportation contracts for
the 2020-21 School Year are now available
at Sheridan Public Schools. If you reside at
least three miles from the school or transport
your child at least three miles to a school bus,
you may be eligible for reimbursement. For
further information please contact Rebecca
E. Larsen at the Sheridan School Office
(842-5302).
.(Pub. JUNE 18, 25, 2020)
SHERIDAN SCHOOL
MNAXLP
310 APPLICATION POLICY
Notice of updated 310 application policy: As
of June 16, 2020, all 310 applications must
be completed and submitted by the first

Tuesday of the month by 5pm in order to
be eligible for review at that month's Board
Meeting. If you have any questions please
call us at 406-682-3181 or email us at info@
madisoncd.org.
.(Pub. JUNE 25, 2020)
MCD
MNAXLP
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST
RELEASE OF FUNDS (NOI/RROF)
June 25, 2020 Name of Grantee: County of
Madison Madison County Commission P.O.
Box 278 Virginia City, MT 59755 Phone:
(406) 843-4277 TO ALL INTERESTED
AGENCIES, GROUPS, AND PERSONS: On
or before July 6, 2020, the Madison County
Commissioners will request the Montana
Department of Commerce to release funds
under Title I of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, as amended,
(PL93-383) for the following project:
PROJECT: Madison Valley Manor Phase
2 Rehabilitation Project PURPOSE OR
NATURE OF PROJECT: Interior renovation
of the Madison Valley Manor, replacement
of boilers, and emergency generator for
the 32-bed nursing home. LOCATION: 211
North Main Street, Ennis, Madison County,
Montana ESTIMATED COST OF PROJECT:
$599,855 Madison County has completed an
Environmental Review Record documenting
all project activities concerning impacts on
the environment. This Environmental Review
Record is on file at the above address and
is available for public examination or copying
upon request. The County of Madison will
undertake the project described above with
Community Development Block Grant funds
provided by the Montana Department of
Commerce, under Title I of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, as
amended. The County of Madison is certifying
to the Department of Commerce that the
County of Madison and Commissioner Dan
Allhands in his official capacity as Chairman
of the County Commission, consent to accept
the jurisdiction of the federal courts if an
action is brought to enforce responsibilities
concerning
environmental
reviews,
decision-making, and action; and that these
responsibilities have been satisfied. The
legal effect on the certification is that upon
its approval, the County may use the CDBG
funds, and the Department of Commerce
will have satisfied its responsibilities under
the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 as delegated to the State of Montana
through the 1981 Amendments to the
Housing and Community Development Act.
The Department of Commerce will accept
an objection to its approval of the release
of funds and acceptance of the certification
only if it is on one of the following bases:
(a)
that the certification was not
executed by the chief executive officer or
other officer approved by the Department of
Commerce; (b)
that the applicant's
environmental review record for the project
indicates the omission of a required decision,
finding, or step applicable to the project in
the environmental review process; (c)
the grant recipient has committed funds or
incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR
Part 58 before approval of a release of funds
by DOC; or (d)
another
Federal
agency acting according to 40 CFR Part
1504 has submitted a written finding that the
project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint
of environmental design. Objections must
be prepared and submitted following the
required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and
may be addressed to the CDBG Program,
Department of Commerce, Community
Development Division, P.O. Box 200523,
301 S. Park Avenue, Helena, Montana
59620. Objections to the release of funds
on bases other than those stated above
will not be considered by the Department
of Commerce. No objection received after
July 24, 2020, will be considered by the
Department of Commerce. Ronald E. Nye
Certifying Environmental Official Madison
County Commission P.O. Box 278 Virginia
City, MT 59755.
(Pub. JUNE 25, 2020)
MC COMMISH
MNAXLP
ANNUAL
DRINKING
WATER
QUALITY REPORT
Town of Ennis PWSID#MT0000208 PO Box
147 Ennis, MT 59729 We're very pleased to
provide you with this year's Annual Quality
Water Report. We want to keep you informed
about the excellent water and services we
have delivered to you over the past year.
Our goal is and always has been, to provide
to you a safe and dependable supply of

drinking water. Our water source is ground
water from two wells. We have completed a
source water protection plan that provides
more information such as potential sources
of contamination to our drinking water supply.
This plan can be found online at http://
apps.msl.mt.gov/Geoqraphic Information/
Data/SourceWaterProtectionProgrami
Drinking water, including bottled water,
may reasonably be expected to contain at
least small amounts of some contaminants.
The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that water poses a health
risk. More information about contaminants
and potential health effects can be obtained
by calling the EPA's Safe Drinking Water
Hotline (800-426-4791). The sources of
drinking water (both tap water and bottled
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water
travels over the surface of the land or through
the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive
material, and can pick up substances
resulting from the presence of animals or
from human activity. Contaminants that may
be present include: Microbial contaminants,
such as viruses and bacteria that may
come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, agricultural livestock operations,
and wildlife; Inorganic contaminants, such
as salts and metals, which can be naturally
occurring or result from urban storm water
runoff, industrial, or domestic wastewater
discharges, oil and gas production, mining,
or farming; Pesticides and herbicides, which
may come from a variety of sources such
as agriculture, urban storm water runoff,
and residential uses; Organic chemical
contaminants, including synthetic and volatile
organic chemicals, which are by-products
of industrial processes and petroleum
production, and can also come from gas
stations, urban storm water runoff, and
septic systems; Radioactive contaminants,
which can be naturally occurring or be the
result of oil and gas production and mining
activities. In order to ensure that tap water
is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations
that limit the amount of certain contaminants
in water provided by public water systems.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
regulations establish limits for contaminants
in bottled water which must provide the same
protection for public health. We're pleased
to report that our drinking water is safe and
meets federal and state requirements. If
you have any questions about this report
or concerning your water, please contact
Kelly Elser, Public Works Director, at 6824287. If you want to learn more about our
water, please attend any of our regularly
scheduled meetings. They are held on the
second Thursday of every month at 7:00 pm
at the town hall. Ennis routinely monitors for
constituents in your drinking water according
to Federal and State laws. The following
table shows the results of any detects in our
monitoring for the period of January 1$1 to
December 31st, 2019. For constituents that
are not monitored yearly, we have reviewed
our records back the last five years..
(Pub. JUNE 25, 2020)
TOWN OF ENNIS
MNAXLP
AUDIT PUBLICATION
An audit of the affairs of the Twin Bridges
School District No. 7, Madison County,
59754, has been conducted by Strom &
Associates, P.C. The audit covered the
fiscal year ended June 30, 2019. Section
2-7-521, MCA, requires that this publication
concerning the audit report include a
statement that such report is on file in its
entirety and open to public inspection at the
Twin Bridges School District No. 7 office,
and that the Twin Bridges School District
No. 7 will send a copy of the audit report to
any interested person upon request. /s/ Tara
Metully-Rhea, District Clerk (Pub. June 25,
2020) Twin Bridges School District No. 7.
(Pub. JUNE 25, 2020)
TWIN BRIDGES SCHOOL
MNAXLP
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Find Fellowship
With Us
Christian Science
Services
Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of
healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.
4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.ChristianScience.com

Area Senior Meals
ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street

Closed Dine-in & Activities

315 W Main Street: TAKE OUT PICK-UP: M-F NOON TO 1 P.M.
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance:
682-4422 or www.ennisseniorcenter.org
MOW delivery area expanded: S. to Cameron, W. to Virginia City
N. to McAllister E. to lower Jeffers.
Due To Food Product Shortages menu items may change.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:20 a.m.
R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.
Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.
3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Thursday, June 25 – Teriyaki chicken kabobs,
rice, garlic bread, dessert
Friday, June 26 – Ham & cheese sliders,
broccoli salad, dessert
Monday June 29 – Chicken caesar wrap,
cottage cheese, fruit, dessert
Tuesday, June 30 – Goulash, salad, roll
dessert
Wednesday, July 1 – Grilled bratwurst,
chips, 3 bean salad, dessert
Thursday, July 2 – Meatloaf, mashers, gravy,
veggies, dessert
Friday, July 3 – Fried cod sandwich, jojo potatoes,
fruit, dessert

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am
Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm
Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

Contact your
place of
worship for
current
guidelines.

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the
Hearts of Madison Valley

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or
Jim 842-5573 for more information.

Madison
Valley
Presbyterian
Church

SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN

WORSHIP
10 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355 ~ Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston

Pastor

Peter Rosenberger

Minister of Music

THE BAHA’I FAITH

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD

The principle of the Oneness of Mankind,
as proclaimed by Bahá'u'lláh, carries with
it no more and no less than a solemn
assertion that attainment to this final
stage in this stupendous evolution is
not only necessary but inevitable,
that its realization is fast
approaching, and that nothing
short of a power that is born
of God can succeed in
establishing it.

Loving God, Loving People

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM
Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer
Meeting 6:30 PM

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

www.bahai.org | 406-451-3923
Bahá’ís of Madison County

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Madison County Episcopal Churches
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
Trinity

Jeffers/Ennis

10

St. Paul’s

Christ Church

Virginia City

Sheridan

a.m. adult forum
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
Sunday

www.rvec.org
Prayer requests:

682-4199

843-5296

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study

842-7713

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845
Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after
school to 6:45 p.m.
Ruby Valley Food PantrySaturdays 10 a.m.-Noon
Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church
Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.
One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.
.

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244 SBC
MADISON VALLEY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Aides for the hearing impaired

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
Reverend Tonya Whaley
Office: (406) 842-5934
Church of the Valley
Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

GET RESULTS.

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60
years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered
for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by
10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ

Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays &
Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.
Delivery in VC if seniors call between
10am and Noon on those days.
Thursday, June 25 - Baked chicken, mashed potatoes,
veggie, gravy, dessert
Tuesday, June 30 - Cheeseburger, fries, dessert

TWIN BRIDGES
SENIOR CENTER

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and
Community Center.
COVID UPDATE: Still serving meals Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday at the Center as Take Out Only.
All meals are served with fresh home baked rolls,
veggie/fruit, and dessert
ALL GATHERINGS AND CLUB MEETINGS ARE
CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Wednesday, June 24 - Pork Chops in mushroom sauce
with sage dressing, potato, veggie, salad & dessert
Friday, June 26 - Tuna casserole, green pea salad,
strawberry short cake
Monday, June 29 - Beef burritos, Spanish rice, corn salad,
coconut macaroon pie

HOLLOW TOP SENIOR CITIZENS

Pony, Harrison and Norris. The Hollowtop Senior Center
will be open for pickup meals starting on May 4, at
12 noon. Any questions call: 685-3460.

advertise in The Madisonian.
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

Wednesday, June 24 - Golden Gate Chow Mein

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS

SUPPORT GROUP

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
For those who have a loved one
struggling with any type of addiction

Tu e s d a y s ~ 5 p . m .

Same Time - Same Place

ALANON

Twin Bridges • Church of the Valley
Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON

Pony School House • Weds. 7 pm
Suzy 685-3692

“Keep it Simple.”

A.A. MEETING

Bethany Hall, Sheridan
(behind Methodist Church)

Wednesdays ~ 8 p.m.

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group

Faced with a drinking problem?
Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous can help.
SUN. – 10 a.m., Library in Virginia City
MON. – Open, 7:30 p.m. Presbyterian Church-Ennis
Social distancing and masks optional
WED. – 7:30 p.m., Call numbers
below for on line Zoom meeting directions
FRI. – Open, 7:30 p.m., Presbyterian Church-Ennis
Social distancing and masks optional
406-596-5000 Ennis
406-925-0371 Virginia City

DO YOU THINK YOU MIGHT
HAVE A DRINKING PROBLEM?
CONTACT A.A. - WE’RE ALCOHOLICS HELPING OTHER ALCOHOLICS STAY SOBER.
CALL 1-833-800-8553 TO TALK TO
AN A.A. MEMBER
OR
GET THE MEETING GUIDE APP
OR
GO TO AA-MONTANA.ORG
FR VIRTUAL AND FACE-TO-FACE
MEETING TIMES AND LOCATIONS

· Our obituaries
are FREE up to 450
words. (25¢ for each
word after 450)
· We offer 20% off
non-profit advertising

682-7755

· Lost and Found classifieds
are FREE!
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EDITOR’S NOTE* Let’s keep our public involved. As you schedule virtual meetings,
please post at Outpostevents.net so our public stays active and informed.
If you're planning an event, please share.

REGULAR EVENTS

EVENTS

MONDAYS

FRIDAY, JUNE 26 - SATURDAY, JULY 4

10 a.m.
Madison County All Hazard Incident Management Team
Operations Briefing
Meeting link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/289992789
Access Code: 289-992-789
Join by phone: +1 (872) 240-3311

TUESDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Madison County Board of Commissioners Meeting
This Meeting will be available by Webex.
Meeting link: https://globalpage-prod.webex.com/join
Meeting number (access code): 295 441 840
Password: VCMadison
Host key: 289925 or
Join by phone +1-408-418-9388

WEDNESDAYS
10 a.m.
Madison County All Hazard Incident Management Team
Operations Briefing
Meeting link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/289992789
Access Code: 289-992-789
Join by phone: +1 (872) 240-3311

Noon – 8 p.m.
Ennis Fireworks Stand
Fireworks will be available to purchase in the Madison Foods parking lot until July 4.
Proceeds support Ennis High School Senior scholarships.

COMING UP
JULY 18 & 19
Copper K Fiber Festival
Saturday 9a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Taking place at the Copper K Barn South of Whitehall.
796 Point of Rocks Road. Vendors, Workshops, Activities, Food, a fun fiber filled weekend
in the country. Free admission!

CANCELATIONS
SHERIDAN DAYS IS CANCELED.
ENNIS FOURTH OF JULY PARADE IS CANCELED.
FIRE DEPT. PANCAKE BREAKFAST IS CANCELED.
4TH OF JULY PICNIC AT MOLLY’S YELLOW HOUSE (IN ENNIS) IS CANCELED.
ALDER DAYS IS CANCELED.

FRIDAYS
10 a.m.
Madison County All Hazard Incident Management Team
Operations Briefing
Meeting link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/289992789
Access Code: 289-992-789
Join by phone: +1 (872) 240-3311

ENNIS ARTS ASSOCIATION ART SHOW IS CANCELED.
VIRGINIA CITY FIREWORK SHOW IS CANCELED

Monday through Friday
6:30 -7:30 a.m.
Water Aerobics and Lap Swim
The Ruby Valley Swimming Pool in Sheridan is offering a cool
way to stay fit in the summer. Call 406.842.5272 to sign up for
water aerobics or reserve a lane.
Noon – 1 p.m.
Water Aerobics
The Ruby Valley Swimming Pool in Sheridan is offering a cool
way to stay fit in the summer. Call 406.842.5272 to sign up.

SATURDAYS
Twin Bridges Farmers’ Market
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Main Street
Twin Bridges Farmers’ and Open Air Market
Whitehall Farmers’ Market
9 a.m. to noon
Legion Street
Whitehall Farmers’ and Open Air Market

The Old Hotel will Reopen for
In-House Dining Beginning
June 4th!
Dinner

Brunch

5pm to 9pm

9am to 2pm

Thursday thru Saturday

Sunday

RESERVATIONS WILL BE REQUIRED
Due to Federal, State, & County COVID-19 Regulations, we will be Limiting
Seating, Following Social Distancing, & Sanitation Protocols

Ennis Chamber
of Commerce

A n n u a l F i r ew o r k S a l es
Supporting:
Ennis HS Senior Scholarships

For More Information & to
See Our Weekly Dinner Menu
Check our Website or Facebook Page!

Rustic Charm,
Brilliant Cuisine
in Twin Bridges…
101 E. 5th Avenue
Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com
406-684-5959

Madison Foods Parking Lot
June 26th to July 4th
Noon - 8 pm daily

