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Expert Care
Small Town Compassion
HOSPITAL  406.682.6862  |  CLINIC  406.682.4223
PHARMACY  406.682.4646  |  MVMEDCENTER.ORG

Need a JOB this summer?
MHC@mt.gov | www.virginiacitymt.com | 406-843-5247

HOW TO APPLY:
statecareers.mt.gov

• Click on View and Apply for Career Opportunities
• Type Virginia City under Location

• Select one of  the positions to apply for

Come work in historic Virginia City & Nevada City, MT
1 CUSTODIAN • 7 VISITOR SERVICES POSITIONS

Submitted by TIMBER PRUETT

The discussion at the tree board 
meeting on December 31 focused 
on the use of tree grant funds, 
noting that Brewery Park and the 
cottonwoods along lower Wallace 
Street are in need of tree work. 
The board agreed that grant 
funding should be focused on 
those areas, as well as replanting 
efforts where trees had been cut 
down earlier in 2025. The board 
decided that Allyson Adams, tree 
board member, would attend the 

next town council meeting and 
present a report, as well as create 
and distribute flyers regarding 
grant funding that could be used 
for tree trimming and/or removal 
around Town. The flyers encour-
age anyone who has tree issues 
in Virginia City to contact the 
Virginia City Town Office and 
provide information to be relayed 
to the tree board. The board 
agreed to meet at least quarterly, 
and scheduled the next meeting 
for Jan. 31, 2026. 

STAR BAKERY continued on A2

SNOW PACK continued on A2

As he walks away from his position as the concessionaire of the Star Bakery, Jamie Barta knows that finding and supporting a new concessionaire is 
important to his community. IMAGE COURTESY JAMIE BARTA

Jamie Barta, Star Restaurant and Bakery 
concessionaire, steps away from the Nevada 

City business instead of signing the 15% of gross 
revenue contract presented by the DOC

WHILE UNABLE TO SEE HOW THE 15% GROSS REVENUE CONTRACT IS SUSTAINABLE TO THE 
OPERATION, HE STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF GETTING THE CONTRACT FILLED FOR THE 

COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE

High elevation snowpack 
on track for January 1

DESPITE LACK OF VALLEY SNOW
Submitted by TASHA GIBBY, 
NRCS

Montana’s snowpack 
accumulation 
season began with 
a stark elevational 

contrast. At lower elevations, 
winter started slowly, with warm 
temperatures and most precipi-
tation falling as rain. At higher 
elevations, abundant precip-
itation accumulated as snow 
despite above average tempera-
tures.

 “Statewide, snow water equiv-
alent (SWE) is looking decep-
tively positive,” said Florence 
Miller, USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) 
hydrologist.

 Snowpack is near to above 
normal across most of the state. 
Most major basins have 90-100% 
of median SWE, with some 
higher elevation drainages in the 
northwest, Yellowstone and Big-
horn basins reaching 110-120% 
of median. The Powder, Tongue, 
and Lower Clark Fork basins 
have lagged behind on snowpack 
accumulation and are reporting 
70-90% of median SWE. Lower 
elevation snow monitoring 
stations are generally reporting 
less than 80% of median SWE, 
around a 1- to 3-inch deficit. 
Upper elevation stations are far-

By MATI BISHOP
news@madisoniannews.com

Jamie Barta fell in love with 
the history of the Star Bakery 
when he moved to Virginia 
City in 2021, after      	

       three years as the concession-

aire responsible for the restaurant 
and two running the bakery, his 
contract was canceled on Jan. 
5. He has chosen not to sign the 
new contract, which required a 
payment of 15% of gross revenue, 
presented by the Montana Depart-
ment of Commerce (DOC). 

“Running The Star has been a 
great pleasure,” said Barta in an 
interview with The Madisonian. 
“It is part of the community, has 
an amazing history, not only in 
the community, but in Montana as 
a whole. It is the oldest restaurant 
in Montana originally opened in 

Virginia City in 1864. It moved 
around Virginia City and then in 
the 1950s or 60s, it was moved to 
Nevada City to provide a food and 
beverage venue for the Charles 
Bovey operation. In that time, it 
has been run by quite a few differ-
ent concessionaires.”

BRIEFS continued on A2

Virginia City Tree 
Board meeting

Submitted by TIMBER PRUETT

The meeting kicked off with the 
appointment of David Bacon as 
Town Council President and the 
appointment of Justin Gatewood 
as Mayor for 2026. The Town 
Council approved the hiring 
of Gene White, Treasure State 
Land & Water Law, PLLC, to 
address issues and remarks from 
the DNRC on the Town's senior 
water rights. The Council also 
approved Resolution 2026-01, 
amending street names and 
addresses to improve emergency 
service access for first respond-
ers, as well as Resolution 2026-
02, which amended the budget 
for FY24-25 to cover expenses, 
mostly grant-related, that were 

not anticipated at the time of 
budget adoption. Jim Jarvis, 
Housing Coordinator contract-
ed by Madison County, gave a 
detailed update on affordable 
housing in Madison County, 
including a current project that 
is underway in Twin Bridges 
and potential projects to look at 
within Virginia City. Addition-
ally, Allyson Adams of the Tree 
Board gave a report, highlighting 
the renewed Tree City USA status 
for Virginia City, a tree inventory 
project that is underway, and a 
recently secured $12,000 grant to 
address planting, tree safety, and 
disease issues. The Town Council 
also approved staff Christmas 
bonuses before adjournment. 

Virginia City Town Council
JANUARY MONTHLY MEETING

The first fire of the year is in the books
BY MATI BISHOP | NEWS@MADISONIANNEWS.COM

briefs

On Jan. 12 Madison Valley Vol-
unteer Fire Department responded 
to a call about a grass fire near mile 
marker two on HWY 287 near the 
intersection with Varney Road. The 
department was able to extinguish 
the blaze before half an acre could 
be burned according to Jennifer 
Martens, the deputy director of 
Emergency Management for Madi-
son County. 

The cause of the fire is unknown. 
Residents are reminded to be cau-
tious of fire danger in the valleys 
where there has not been significant 
moisture in the recent warm spells.  

Madison County had their first grass fire of the year on Jan. 12 near the intersections of HWY 287 & Varney Road. 



January 15, 2026A2THE MADISONIAN

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

WATER WELL DRILLING, SOLAR PUMP SYSTEMS
FOR STOCK WATER, PUMP INSTALLATION, 

SERVICE & REPAIRS
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE

PHONE (406) 842-5214

30 years experience!

Joe Veland 
406-682-3999

PO BOX 987
Ennis, MT

Service Work
Remodels . New Construction

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

It’s never too late to find balance.

PO Box 602
Ennis, Montana 59729

sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546

Individual & Couples 
Counseling

Specializing in Adults 
& Adolescents

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLCLisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

Individual & Couples 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Insurance Accepted.

call

(406) 596-3137(406) 596-3137 
for estimates

we don’t stop until 
the job’s done… 
then we go home.

“they said i 
was fast. i 

said, ‘i just 
hang drywall 

like i run.’ ”

Call GarrettHarshbarger

South West SepticSouth West Septic
LocaLLy owned & 

operated since 2007

Ray & Mary Smail

swsmt@hotmail.com  |  swsmt.net
Madison VaLLey: 406.682.7854  |  ruby VaLLey: 406.842.7854 

ceLL: 406.596.7854

We want your 
stinkin’ business! 
Get your butt on 

the schedule!

SNOW PACK from A1

ing better, reporting 100-150% 
of median SWE, a 3- to 7-inch 
surplus for January 1.

 “Lower elevation deficits 
could catch up in a few storms, 
similarly the higher elevation 
surplus could dwindle with 
a dry January. Mid to high 
elevation snowpack is the main 
contributor to summer stream-
flow” explains Miller. “This early 
in the snowpack accumulation 
season, snow conditions can 
change significantly, and official 
streamflow forecasts aren’t yet 
available. Summer streamflow 
will depend on how the rest of 
the winter and spring unfold. 
For now, the snowpack in the 
mountains is on track, despite 
the unseasonable absence of 
snow in the valleys.”

 “December brought record 
breaking precipitation,” said 
Miller. “Of the 96 SNOTEL 
stations within the state of 
Montana, 70 recorded their 
highest or second highest De-

cember precipitation on record.” 
Poorman Creek SNOTEL in the 
Cabinet Mountains, recorded its 
highest precipitation on record 
(28 years), totaling 46.3 inches 
since October, over half of the 
median annual precipitation of 
75.5 inches. In December alone, 
the site recorded 22.8 inches 
of precipitation. Statewide, 
December precipitation ranged 
from 170-300% of median. The 
atmospheric river accentuated 
December precipitation. At 
many lower and mid elevation 
SNOTEL sites, this precipitation 
fell as rain that spurred unsea-
sonable snowmelt and elevated 
river levels, contributing to the 
historic flooding near Libby. 
Warm temperatures and heavy 
precipitation consolidated the 
snowpack in a manner normally 
reserved for spring snowmelt. 
Snowpack density is high across 
the state, resulting in lower 
snow depths than usual for the 
current SWE.

 Water year to date precipita-
tion is above normal statewide, 
around 115-150% of median. 
The abundant precipitation 
has helped soil moisture and 
drought conditions statewide. 
Soil moisture across much of 
the state exceeds the 70th-90th 
percentile, though some pockets 
of below normal soil moisture 
remain in central and southwest 
Montana. Drought conditions 
have improved, with around 51% 
of the state experiencing abnor-
mally dry to extreme drought 
conditions. This is a significant 
decrease from the start of the 
water year, where 78% of the 
state was experiencing drought 
conditions, and one year ago 
where 93% of the state was ex-
periencing drought conditions. 
Despite these improvements, 
mountain snowpack and water 
year precipitation remain the 
primary drivers of runoff and 
summer streamflow.
 

More Information
 A full report of conditions on 

January 1 can be found in the 
monthly Water Supply Outlook 
Report available on the Montana 
Snow Survey website. In addition, 
real-time snow survey data can be 
found at nrcs.usda.gov/montana/
snow-survey.

 For 90 years, NRCS has helped 
farmers, ranchers and forestland 
owners make investments in their 
operations and local communities 
to improve the quality of our air, 
water, soil, and wildlife habitat.  
NRCS uses the latest science and 
technology to help keep working 
lands working, boost agricultur-
al economies, and increase the 
competitiveness of American 
agriculture. NRCS provides one-
on-one, personalized advice and 
financial assistance and works 
with producers to help them reach 
their goals through voluntary, 
incentive-based conservation 
programs. For more information, 
visit nrcs.usda.gov.

Find updated snow water equivalents at https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/. COURTESY NRCS

Barta’s experience with the Star 
Restaurant and Bakery transcend-
ed the past as he experienced the 
impact that the business has on 
the modern community. 

“Although the restaurant is 
only open for four or five months 
during the summer, it has had a 
great impact on the community 
even before I was involved,” he 
explains before launching into a 
story about his early days as the 
concessionaire.  

“I was laying in my dentist chair 
for a check up and when she 
found out I would be running the 
restaurant she shared that it was 
her very first job and what a great 
experience it was,” he said. “Then 
my hygienist chimed in and said 
that her son was working for me. 
It just ties the community feeling 
in that much more. Friends and 
family and locals provided great 
support for the restaurant.”

Barta also works for Madison 
County and did double shifts 
while he was the concessionaire 
for the Star Restaurant and Bak-
ery. After consideration, he just 
couldn’t see how the new contract 
offered by the DOC could work. 

“The biggest reason I decided 
not to sign was the increased price 
of rent,” he explained. “The lease 
increased by seven or eight times 
and also the increase of cost of any 

repairs for the Heritage Commis-
sion’s equipment made it out of 
reach for what revenue was being 
taken in.”

“I've had a couple of conversa-
tions with April Armstrong, the 
current Heritage Commission 
director, and explained my costs 
and how it would just not work 
for me. I did say that I would be 
happy to help facilitate the next 
concessionaire that comes in hav-
ing institutional knowledge about 
the restaurant, history, equipment 
and building.”

In December the DOC canceled 
all of the concessionaire contracts 
for the Montana Heritage Com-
mission (MHC) and issued new 
contracts, eight of which con-
tained 15% of gross revenue as the 
financial obligation for running 
the turn-key businesses.  Through-
out the process they have pointed 
to their obligation to standardize 
the concessionaire contracts and 
recoup the losses from the embez-
zlement and mismanagement by 
former MHC executive director 
Elijah Allen. 

The DOC has listed the Star 
Restaurant and Bakery as available 
concessionaire opportunities 
on their website. According to a 
conversation with the DOC, there 
has already been some interest in 
the property. 

Barta’s 20+ years of hospitality 
experience was only a part of what 
he brought to the table as the con-
cessionaire at the Star Restaurant 
and Bakery. 

“I am also involved with the 
local FFA, the Women's Resource 
Center, the Virginia City Rural 
Fire Department, and the Elks 
Lodge,” explained Barta who also 
says he fell in love with Virginia 
City during a Winter spent as the 
caretaker of his brother-in-law’s 
house. “I also serve on the county 
tax appeal board, the library 
board, the Virginia City Rural 

Fire Department board, and the 
Friends of the Library board.”

Of the eight properties that were 
offered 15% gross revenue con-
tracts by the DOC, two have elect-
ed not to sign the new contract 
and two have filed for an emer-
gency injunction and temporary 
restraining order to stop the DOC 
from moving forward with the 
cancellation of their contracts.  At 
press time it is unknown whether 
the other four concessionaires 
will sign the new contracts. The 
situation has Barta concerned for 
the future of his community. 

“I think there's a lot of concern 
with the changes that are happen-
ing, how it will affect local private-
ly owned businesses as well as the 
community as a whole,” he said. 

“In doing research I found that 
there is an economic impact to the 
area of over $70 million, over a 
half 1 million people visit the area 
during the summer, and over 1200 
jobs are created each season,” he 
stated. 

Virginia City mayor Justin 
Gatewood has stated that the 
eight establishments being offered 
the 15% gross revenue contracts 
by the DOC account for roughly 
40% of the resort tax revenue the 
city receives each year and having 
them closed for even one season 
could do significant harm to the 
city’s ability to function. Even as 
he steps out of his role running 
the Star, Barta knows that getting 
a new concessionaire that can 
succeed in that space is important 
to the community and the DOC. 

“It’s important that the Heritage 
Commission and the Town of Vir-
ginia City work together and fill 
any empty spots to make sure that 
this continues to be a tourist des-
tination that people still want to 
visit and is affordable,” he stated. 

“I hope that future concession-
aires can carry on the history and 
traditions, and maybe even create 
new ones as well. I hope that the 
state and the Montana Heritage 
Commission are able to maintain 
the history as well,” he concluded.

STAR BAKERY from A1

On Jan. 12 Madison Valley 
Hospital Inc. had an all mem-
bers meeting for the purpose of 
changing the structure of the 
organization from a member 
based non-profit organization 
to a non-member non-profit 

organization. The members voted 
on the proposed changes to the 
bylaws by a vote of 39 in favor 
to 10 against the resolution. The 
79.5% of the vote was enough to 
pass the resolution and make the 
changes to the corporate struc-

ture and by-laws. 
The new board of directors for 

the hospital will consist of seven 
to nine members with three 
positions reserved for the elected 
trustees of the hospital district. 

There will be no election for 
hospital trustees in the May 2026 
election. Two of the five current 
seats will expire, shrinking the 
board to three members.  

Madison Valley Hospital Inc. voted to change from a membership 
based non-profit to a non-member non-profit organization

BRIEFS from A1

By order of the Montana Fish 
and Wildlife Commission, the 
hunting and trapping of bobcats 

will close in Region 3 on Thurs-
day January 15th, at midnight. 

For more information, visit 
FWP's website at https://myfwp.
mt.gov/fwpPub/speciesHunting-

Guide?wmrSpeciesCd=BC  to 
check the current quota status.

Hunting and trapping for bobcats in region three to close at 
midnight on Jan. 15

The Montana 250th Commis-
sion is proud to announce the 
recipients of its grant program, 
awarding $419,721 to 32 orga-
nizations across Montana to 
commemorate America's 250th 
anniversary in 2026. The grants 
will support diverse projects that 
deepen understanding of Mon-
tana's culture and heritage while 
connecting communities to the 

nation's semiquincentennial.
Following a call for submissions 

in September, the Commission 
received 84 applications request-
ing a total of $2,404,367 in fund-
ing. A review committee then 
evaluated and scored all applica-
tions before presenting recom-
mendations to the full Commis-
sion, which voted to approve the 
final awards after discussion at its 

December meeting.
"With recipients in commu-

nities as diverse as Kalispell 
and Ekalaka, Sidney and Butte, 
these grants represent Montana's 
commitment to commemorating 
this historic milestone in ways 
that reflect the unique character 
of our state and its people," said 
Commission Chair Chris Averill. 
"From Indigenous history exhib-

its to veterans' memorials, from 
oral history projects to educa-
tional programs, these initiatives 
provide an opportunity for all 
Montanans to engage with our 
shared history and connect with 
one another on a personal level. 
We are excited to see the results 
of these projects, and we thank 
all applicants for sharing their 
ideas with us."

Friends of the Madison Valley Public Library receives $9850 
for semiquincentennial celebrations

BRIEFS continued on A4
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Submitted by SUNNI HEIKES 
BODØGAARD
sunni@rubyhabitat.org

Suffice it to say, this winter 
has been a little bit out of 
the ordinary. It’s as though 

we bid farewell to our typical 
warm summer moments and 
marched through the transition 
days of autumn. Here we 
relished vibrant fall foliage, signs 
of migrations and deer in rut. 

We let these October moments 
top off our internal fuel tank, 
knowing that a white landscape 
and frigid temperatures waited 
assuredly in the wings to steal 
our breath and unleash blizzards 
that test the spirit. 

Despite our anticipation of 
our coldest season’s trajectory, 
it feels as though we got stuck 

in the mild transition period. 
We wake to what locals consider 
unseasonably mild morning 
temperatures, and the degrees 
climb throughout the day with a 
perplexing arc.

Should the sun shine down 
through cloudless skies, the 
warm air stirs and the raptors 
soar high above snowless fields, 
hunting for furry rabbits whose 
whitened winter camouflage 
is now a liability against the 
backdrop of brown. 

The muskrat lodges piled high 
with cattail stalks and bulrush 
leaves seem like overkill, 
making a person wonder if 
the inhabitants are lounging 
within in what feels like an 
organic steam room. Beaver 
dams continue to hold back 
flowing water, free from ice, 
requiring more maintenance 

and continuous supply of willow 
branches. 

The cow herds are likely 
to explore widely, without 
snowbanks and iced-over rivers 
to discourage their travels. Even 
the grasses have decided that the 
growth of new leaves from the 
sun-warmed soil seems oddly 
appropriate. 

Collectively, here we stand 
scratching our hatless heads, 
unzipping our down coats, and 
regretting the thick wool sweater 
in the mid-day sun. How long 
will we wait for winter’s grand 
entrance, and will we recall this 
suspended fall in the years to 
come? 

Sunni Heikes Bodøgaard is the 
Program Director for the Ruby 
Habitat Foundation’s Woodson 
Ranch

SUNNI HEIKES BODØGAARD, Program Director 
s u n n i @ r u b y h a b i t a t . o r g   |   w w w. r u b y h a b i t a t . o r g

ENEWS UPDATES WITH ADDITIONAL CONTENT ARE AVAILABLE VIA EMAIL:

J A N U A R Y  1 4 ,  2 0 2 6
WOODSON RANCH WANDERINGS

PHOTO COURTESY RUBY HABITAT FOUNDATION

Submitted by CORINNA 
CHRISTENSEN

Mark your calendars 
and shuffle up your 
schedules—the Ennis 

Lions Annual Poker Tournament 
is back! This year’s highly 
anticipated event will take place 
on Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026, at the 
fun-loving Silver Dollar in 
downtown Ennis.  Each year, this 
event brings together poker lovers, 
community champions, and 
curious newcomers for an evening 
of laughter, luck, and giving back. 
Whether you’re a seasoned card 
shark or just along for the fun, 
this is your chance to ante up for a 
great cause.

Last year’s tournament was a 
full house of excitement, with 33 
players packing the Silver Dollar, 
countless rebuys keeping the 
energy high, and an impressive 
silent auction featuring thousands 
of dollars in local business 
donations. Local poker legend 
John Benedict walked away with 
top honors in 2025...but who will 
take the title this year?

The 2026 tournament promises 
all the same excitement, plus a 
few surprises. You’ll find delicious 
food (thanks to generous lunch 
co-sponsors), high-stakes hands, 
and incredible auction items. 
Sponsorship opportunities exist 
including a Title Sponsor , Dealer 
Sponsor, and $100 business 
supporters who help make 

this one of the most successful 
community events of the year.

More than just cards, this 
tournament raises essential 
funds for the Ennis Lions Club’s 
scholarship programs and other 
impactful community service 
projects throughout the Madison 
Valley and beyond. Whether 
it’s vision screenings for kids, 
park improvements, Easter Egg 
Hunt, Father Day Fishing Derby, 
Medical Equipment Loans or 
many other service projects, the 
Ennis Lions are always finding 
ways to serve.

Last year’s event raised over 
$10,000—helping local students 
and families in meaningful, 
lasting ways. This year, we’re 
aiming even higher.

If you’re inspired by the work 
the Lions do, you don’t need to 
wait until tournament night to 
get involved. The Ennis Lions are 
always looking for passionate, 
service-minded individuals to 
join the club. Learn more about 
membership at ennismtlions.org 
or simply chat with one of your 
local Lions—you can’t miss them 
in their bright yellow vests around 
town.

So, dust off your poker face 
and join us on February 1 for an 
unforgettable night. Come to win, 
come to give back, or just come for 
the community spirit that makes 
Ennis such a special place to call 
home.

We’ll see you at the tables!

OPEN YEAR ROUND! The Lure Me Inn 
& Condominium Association 

www.luremeinn.com 
OR 406.682.7100 

TO SECURE A RESERVATION
 A TRIP ADVISOR 5 BUBBLE RATED LODGE!

Welcome Home!

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

Get ready for the 2026 Ennis Lions Get ready for the 2026 Ennis Lions 
Poker Tournament!Poker Tournament!

A day of cards, community and a whole lot of funA day of cards, community and a whole lot of fun

Thank you so much! 
We can’t wait to see you on November 18th! 

2025 Poker Tournament dealer Dennis and co-chairs Lion Michelle & Lion 
Tony, and winners John and DJ. PHOTO COURTESY LION CORINNA 
CHRISTENSEN

A R T S

By MATI BISHOP
news@madisoniannews.com

Bob Weir, the Grateful Dead 
rhythm guitarist and singer who 
passed away on Jan. 10 at age 78, 
is hardly what you imagine as 
an iconic figure in the Montana 
music scene, but his loss is being 
felt by music lovers, hippies and 
even some cowboys all over the 
Treasure State.  

In 2022, after the Yellowstone 
River experienced a 1,000 year 
flood, Weir showed up at Pine 
Creek Lodge to be part of a three 
day fundraising event organized 
by his Dead and Co. bandmate 
and Paradise Valley home owner 
John Mayer. The event raised 
emergency funds for the SW MT 
Flood Relief Fund, a partnership 
between the Park County Com-
munity Foundation and Greater 
Gallatin United Way and cement-
ed Weir as a local legend in the 
hearts of many Montanan’s who 
walked away with the unforgetta-
ble experience of seeing a legend 
in such an intimate venue. 

Although Weir helped write two 
of the Grateful Dead’s most iconic 
psychedelic songs, The Other One 
and Estimated Prophet, it was his 
affinity for singing cowboy songs 
that allowed him to transcend the 
hippy jam band genre and appeal 
to a wider fan base. He played 
Merle Haggard’s outlaw country 
classic 306 times with the Grate-
ful Dead and countless more with 
his various side projects. Unfortu-
nately, as best we can tell, he never 
played it live in Montana. 

Weir did give Montana a tribute 
to everyone’s shady uncle when he 
played the John Robbins cover of 
Me and My Uncle at the Grateful 
Dead’s only Montana Show at Ad-
ams Field House in Missoula in 
the Spring of 1974. He also sang as 
the Dead covered Johnny Cash’s 
Big River and Marty Robbins clas-
sic El Paso in the show that legend 
says was the only Montana stop 
in the history of the band because 

Weir was hit with a plastic pitcher 
thrown by the rowdy college 
crowd. The show was released 
as an Album called Dave’s Picks 
Volume 9 and is available in video 
form on Youtube.com. 

In the early 2000s Weir per-
formed in Bozeman with his side 
project Ratdog for crowds that 
were no doubt composed of forest 
service workers, river guides, 
naturalists, teachers, students and 
other free thinking people who 
were drawn over the years to join 
the ranchers and cowboys in the 
state’s big open spaces. The setlist 
of the 2001 show at the Emer-
son Center for Arts and Culture 
included another performance of 
Me and My Uncle, and focused on 
Grateful Dead covers including 
Feels Like a Stranger, Terrapin, 
Lost Sailor and Touch of Grey. 

In 2004 Ratdog gave more of 
a psychedelic experience at the 
Valley Ice Garden by weaving the 
Grateful Dead’s iconic Dark Star 
through a first set that included 
a cover of Bob Dylan’s Along 

the Watch Tower. The second set 
treated the audience to Estimated 
Prophet and the Other One as 
well as a cover of the Grateful 
Dead’s Wharf Rat and the Crick-
ets Not Fade Away.

Weir’s Earthly form did fade 
away on Saturday Jan. 10, leaving 
an untold number of deadheads 
begging for One More Saturday 
Night, the title of Weir’s classic 
show finisher that he closed the 
1974 Missoula show with.  

Since the passing of iconic guitar 
player Jerry Garcia in 1995, a 
mantra of deadheads worldwide 
has been “the music never stops” 
and this is just as true in Montana 
as it is anywhere else. Weir’s influ-
ence is felt regularly around Mon-
tana through the efforts of tribute 
bands like Dead Sky and 710 
Ashbury. Dead Sky is scheduled 
to play what will likely be two 
emotional nights at Pine Creek 
Lodge on Jan. 23 and 24. Tickets 
can be purchased in advance at 
www.https://pinecreeklodge.com/
events.

Saluting the psychedelic cowboy
BOB WEIR WAS A DAMN HIPPY THAT TOUCHED THE HEARTS 

OF MANY A MONTANAN

Submitted by MONTANA 
BALLET COMPANY

Montana Ballet Company 
(MBC) continues its 2025-26 
season with the romantic, classic 
story ballet, Sleeping Beauty, in 
collaboration with the Bozeman 
Symphony conducted by Norman 
Huynh, at the Willson Auditori-
um on March 7 and 8, 2026.

Sleeping Beauty represented the 
first collaboration of the French 
ballet master Marius Petipa and 
Pyotr Tchaikovsky. Still one of 
the most beloved and enduring 
ballets of all time, this produc-
tion offers a special opportunity 
to experience MBC’s interpre-
tation alongside Tchaikovsky’s 
iconic score, performed by a full 
Bozeman Symphony Orchestra 
under Huynh’s direction.

“We are deeply excited for this 
collaboration with the Bozeman 
Symphony and grateful for the 
artistry and generosity the musi-
cians bring to the stage. Having 
Norman conduct our dancers for 
the first time—together with the 
full symphony—is an exciting 
and meaningful milestone for 
MBC. The expanded orchestra 
creates a rare and powerful 
opportunity for ballet and live 
music to meet in their fullest 
expression, and we are honored 
to share that experience with our 
audiences.” Said MBC Artistic 
Director, Melissa Bowman.

“I’m really looking forward to 
this production and to collab-
orating with the artistic team 
at Montana Ballet Company,” 
said Bozeman Symphony Music 
Director Norman Huynh. “What 
excites me most is the expanded 
pit, which allows us to bring a 
larger orchestra into the perfor-
mance. Having a full orchestra in 
the pit adds tremendous depth, 
energy, and impact to the ballet—
it’s going to be an incredible 
experience for audiences.”

Norman Huynh is Music Di-
rector of the Bozeman Sympho-
ny and the Britt Music &amp; 
Arts Festival in Oregon. He has 
earned widespread acclaim for 
his natural musicality, technical 
command, dynamic presence on 
the podium, imaginative pro-
gramming, and ability to connect 

with new audiences. Huynh has 
guest-conducted many of North 
America’s leading orchestras, 
including the New York Phil-
harmonic, St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra, San Diego Symphony, 
Seattle Symphony, Minnesota 
Orchestra, Oregon Symphony, 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, 
and Rochester Philharmonic Or-
chestra, among others. A proud 
first-generation Asian American, 
Huynh discovered classical music 
as a 12-year-old trombonist in 
Alabama. He resides in Boze-
man, where he enjoys stargazing, 
board games, and spending time 
with his family.

The tale of Sleeping Beauty, 
known for its enchanting sto-
ryline and timeless appeal, has 
captivated audiences for gener-
ations. This beloved story, filled 
with magic, love, and the tri-
umph of good over evil, follows a 
young princess cursed to fall into 
a deep sleep, only to be awak-
ened by true love’s kiss. Through 
its rich symbolism, memorable 
characters, and enduring themes 
of hope and destiny, Sleeping 
Beauty continues to resonate 
with viewers of all ages, securing 
its place as one of the most cher-
ished ballets.

In addition to MBC’s profes-
sional company, more than two 
dozen Academy dancers will 

perform alongside the company 
in this production.

Sleeping Beauty will run for 
three performances, Saturday, 
March 7, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and 
Sunday, March 8, at 2 p.m.
Sleeping Beauty Special Events

Step into a world where 
fairytales come to life. MBC’s 
Spellbound is a glamorous gala 
filled with music, magic, and 
enchantment, created to support 
the artistry and future of MBC. 
Don elegant attire and an ornate 
mask as you enter a storybook 
realm of wonder, royalty, and 
timeless romance.

You and your partner will be 
swept off your feet as you learn 
to waltz alongside MBC’s own 
dancers—an unforgettable eve-
ning of elegance and joy.

Sponsored by US Bank Private 
Wealth Management and Sanctu-
ary Interior Design, Spellbound 
will be held at the Armory Hotel 
on February 27 at 6 p.m.

To purchase tickets for Spell-
bound, visit MontanaBallet.org 
or call 406.582.8702.

Season after season, MBC, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
produces quality performances, 
enchanting audiences with new 
and updated artistry of dance, 
choreography, music, and design.

MBC presents Sleeping Beauty

PHOTO COURTESY MBC

Bob Weir was a larger than life figure for music lovers, hippies and more 
than a few Montanans. IMAGE COURTESY DARCY WHEELER
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Buying or Building 
a new home? 

Congratulations!
have a septic tank?

Be sure to locate and record the 
location of your septic system especially 

the lids to your tank.
septic systems need regular maintenance. 

We’re here for you when it’s time to have 
your tank serviced or have any questions. 

call us at 406-683-2063
Thank you for your business all the 
great people in Madison County!

O b i t u a r i e s
Dean Wayne Halse
December 12, 2025

Dean Wayne Halse, a beloved 
husband, son, father, grandfa-
ther, brother, and friend, passed 
away peacefully in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, on December 12, 2025, 
at the age of 62.

Dean was the youngest of 
five children and the only boy, 
raised in the rural community of 
Sheridan, Montana. He attended 
school in Sheridan and proudly 
participated in basketball, foot-
ball, and track for the Sheridan 
Panthers.

Following high school, Dean 
received his bachelor’s degree 
from Montana State University. 
Shortly thereafter, in 1983, Dean 
married his high school sweet-
heart, Ann, and they established 
a new permanent home in 
Bozeman, where together they 
raised two sons, Bryson Kenneth 
and Brady Dean. Dean enjoyed 
watching his sons compete in 
sports and treasured family time 
spent on camping trips, amuse-
ment parks and beach vacations. 
He had a special way of making 
holidays extra special with his 
famous scavenger hunts and 
he cherished family traditions, 
hearty meals and time sur-
rounded by loved ones.

Dean was a successful busi-
nessman who founded Execu-
tive Mailing Services out of his 
sister’s garage. He employed 
friends, family, and many others 
to sort, label and deliver mail 
throughout Gallatin County. His 
dedication to hard work, cus-
tomer service, and the impact he 
had on his employees spanned 

27 years. Dean and Ann later 
retired to Scottsdale, Ariz.

Dean’s true passion was fly fish-
ing, a love he developed while 
spending time with his father 
and grandfather on the streams, 
rivers, and lakes of Montana. 
He was happy to share his craft 
with anyone who appreciated it, 
welcoming the chance to take 
others along, whether seasoned 
anglers or first-timers. He also 
had a love-hate relationship with 
golf but never shied away from a 
friendly wager on the course.

Following his glioblastoma di-
agnosis, Dean was blessed to be-
come a grandfather to Matthieu 
Dean and later Ayvah Ashley. 
Nothing brought him more joy 
than watching his grandchildren 
walk into the room, instantly 
lighting up his face. Dean’s wry 
smile, often paired with a playful 
jab, will be fondly remembered 
and greatly missed.

Dean is survived by his wife of 
43 years, Ann; sons, Bryson and 
Brady (Elina); grandchildren, 

Matthieu and Ayvah; and his 
mother, Patricia Halse. He is 
also survived by sisters, Pamela 
Halse, Suzan (Pete) Stommel, 
Cynthia Stutsman, and Kristie 
(Don) Kirby.

He was preceded in death 
by his father, Kenneth Halse; 
grandparents, Pete and Edna 
Narancich and Happy and 
Mabel Halse; cousin, Todd 
Narancich; uncle, Dean 
Narancich; and his nephew, Cole 
Walter.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Gray Matters Foundation (www.
graymattersfoundation.org) 
or the Wild Trout Foundation 
(www.savewildtrout.org).

A Celebration of Life will be 
held in the summer of 2026. 
Details will be shared at a later 
date.

Arrangements are in the care of 
Dokken-Nelson Funeral Service. 
www.dokkennelson.com

Submitted by MONTANA 
FARMERS UNION

Montana Farmers Union Foun-
dation is pleased to again offer 
scholarships, with applications 
now open through April 3. 
“With education being a found-

ing pillar of Montana Farmers 
Union, these scholarships help 
further the mission of our Foun-
dation by supporting the next 
generation of Montana’s agri-

cultural producers, leaders, and 
changemakers,” MFU's Execu-
tive Director Rachel Prevost said. 
“Investing in the next generation 
will help us continue to build 
strong rural communities and 
ensure the future of family farm 
agriculture.” 
The scholarships are one of 

the ways MFU supports family 
farmers and ranchers through 
education, with the grassroots 
organization awarding $15,000 
in scholarships in 2025 alone. 

Scholarships available this year 
include the Bud Daniels Memori-
al Scholarship ($1,000), the John 
Korsbeck Memorial Scholar-
ship ($1,000), and the Cascade 
County-wide Farmers Union 
Local ($1,000) Chouteau County 
Farmers Union Local ($500), 
Montana Farmers Union Schol-
arships ($1,000), and Flathead 
County-wide Farmers Union 
Local ($500) scholarships.  
High school seniors, current 

college students, and non-tradi-

tional students are encouraged to 
apply by April 3. Applicants must 
be MFU members; Montana FFA 
and 4-H members receive free 
MFU memberships upon request. 
MFU members also are eligible 
for several National Farmers 
Union scholarships. Learn more 
at nfu.org. 
More information and the ap-

plications are available at https://
montanafarmersunion.com/edu-
cation/scholarships-grants/.  

Montana Farmers Union scholarships
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN THROUGH APRIL 3

Submitted by TASHA GIBBY

Gayle Norman Barry has been 
sGayle Norman Barry has been 
selected as the state conserva-
tionist for USDA’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) in Montana. Barry be-
gan serving as the temporary, 
acting state conservationist 
in July. She is responsible for 
NRCS operations that support 
private land managers state-
wide. These duties include the 
implementation of voluntary 
conservation through technical 
and financial assistance, the 
Natural Resources Inventory, 
water supply forecasting, soil 
survey mapping, and the Plant 
Materials Center in Bridger.

 “I am committed to lead-
ing NRCS in the state with a 
Montana spirit of adventure, 
purpose, innovation, and 
community to best support ag 
producers and conservation 
partners,” said Barry. “NRCS 
has the important role of pro-
viding free, science-based con-

servation assistance to farmers, 
ranchers, and foresters that 
work to care for the natural 
resources our rural economy is 
based on.”

 Most recently, Barry has 
served as the Western Con-
servation Liaison for NRCS’s 
Western Regional Office. She 
has held senior leadership 
roles with NRCS since 2012. 
Her leadership has spanned 
major conservation initiatives, 
including overseeing imple-
mentation of the largest-ever 
investment in private working 
lands conservation—through 
NRCS voluntary programs. 
As a lifelong Bobcat, she holds 
a degree from Montana State 
University and brings a pas-
sion for conservation and the 
farmers, ranchers, foresters, 
and tribal nations that care for 
the land, rooted in her family’s 
small grain and cattle ranch in 
Springhill, Montana. 

 Barry may be reached at the 
NRCS state office in Bozeman 
at 406-587-6811.

Barry named State Conservationist for 
NRCS in Montana

PHOTO COURTESY NRCS

NorthWestern Energy is 
receiving widespread reports of 
scammers attempting to steal 
money from Montanans. These 
criminals are calling Montan-
ans and falsely claiming energy 
service will be shut off unless an 
immediate payment is made.

These threats are not legitimate. 
Energy service providers never 
demand instant payment or 
threaten customers with sudden 
disconnection.

Customers with past-due 
accounts receive multiple notices 

well in advance of any service 
interruption. A service discon-
nection will never come as a 
surprise.

NorthWestern Energy urges 
Montanans to stay vigilant and 
avoid sharing personal or finan-

cial information with anyone 
demanding immediate payment.

Learn more about how to pro-
tect yourself from scammers—
or report a scam attempt—at 
https://www.northwesternenergy.
com/scamalert.

Northwest Energy warns of scams targeting Montanans
BRIEFS from A2

The Governor’s Office of Com-
munity Service (GOCS) an-
nounced today that nominations 
for the annual ServeMontana 
Awards are now open.

 This award has recognized 
Montanans from across the 
state for over 10 years.  This 
year nominations are open until 
March 31st, 2026.  The public is 
encouraged to nominate individ-
uals and groups of all ages and 
backgrounds for their outstand-
ing volunteerism and leadership. 
All service must be performed 
in Montana or by Montanans. 
The ServeMontana Awards are 
presented in partnership with 
Montana’s Credit Unions.

 “We encourage Montanans to 

nominate outstanding communi-
ty volunteers from every corner 
of our great state” said Sarah R. 
Sadowski, Director of GOCS. 
“The individuals and groups 
who volunteer are essential to 
communities and preserve our 
Montana way of life. We look for-
ward to honoring the people who 
make positive impacts through 
volunteer service.”

 Ideal individual nominees are 
people of all ages and groups 
who:

• Impact change in others’ lives 
through volunteerism

• Demonstrate a strong commit-
ment to serving their community

• Engage in service that signifi-
cantly benefits others

• Exhibit leadership through 
service

• Represent determination and 
perseverance

• Is an AmeriCorps Alum (State 
& National, VISTA, and NCCC)

• Are serving with AmeriCorps 
Seniors (Foster Grandparents, 
Retired Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram, Senior Companions)

 Group nominee categories 
include:

• Group Service Award (non-
profit, faith-based, general): A 
team of people who positively 
impact their community through 
meaningful volunteer service.

• Business Service Award (small, 
mid-size, large, entrepreneur/ 

partnership, enterprise/ corpora-
tion): A business that has made 
an impact through community 
volunteerism or has a record of 
supporting volunteerism through 
policies and practices.

 
To learn more and submit a 

nomination, visit serve.mt.gov or 
go to https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/2026SMA. Selected 
awardees will be notified in May 
and honored at a ceremony in 
June. The Governor’s Office of 
Community Service expands 
and promotes national service 
and community volunteerism in 
Montana and engages citizens in 
service. For more information, 
visit serve.mt.gov.

2026 ServeMontana awards open for nominations
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Greetings furriends. I’m looking for a furrever home. I was found as a stray 
or I was dumped. I can’t tell you as we don’t speak the same language. 
I’m a nice guy. I’m current on all my shots as I tested negative for 
FIV//FeLV [whew] and neutered. I like other cats and 
humans, but I hissed at the dog so I’m not sure if I 
would get used to one or not. I’m litter box trained. I 
like it indoors, but in the summer I wouldn’t mind being 
in a catio. I’m playful and like playing with a toy and 
catnip. Purrease all Misty at (406)439-1405 
and ask about adopting me.  -Thanks, Donald

Pe t of t h e Week
 . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

4 PAWS RESCUE

DONALD
call 406-682-7755 to make a plan.

Your partner in community.  

Check us out on social media!

advertise in 
The Madisonian. 

You can 
donate to them also 

as it helps feed us and 
take care of us medically. 

You can see us on Adopt-
A-Pet, PetFinder, 

RescueMe.org and 
Facebook

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

JANUARY 4
• 911 open lines occurred in Big Sky 
and Ennis.
• Harassment was reported in Ennis.
• Ambulance calls originated in 
Ennis and Big Sky.

• A missing person was reported in 
Sheridan.
• A civil service was conducted in 
Sheridan. 
• A patient was transported to Dillon 
via ambulance.

• Follow up was initiated in Sheridan 
and Virginia City.
• A warrant service was conducted in 
Virginia City
• A traffic complaint was filed in 
Sheridan..
• Livestock complaints were reported 
in Silver Star.

• Targeted patrol was conducted in 
Harrison.

JANUARY 5
• Traffic stops were conducted in 
Silver Star and Twin Bridges.
• A deputy query originated in Ennis.
• Follow up was initiated in Ennis.
• 911 open lines were reported in 
McAllister, Butte and Virginia City.

• 911 hangups occurred in Ennis.
• Civil services were conducted in 
Ennis. 

• A welfare check was conducted in 
Norris.

• Ambulance calls originated in Big 
Sky and Ennis.
• Theft was reported in Silver Star.
• Targeted patrols were conducted in 
Cameron and Ennis.
• Community events were patrolled 
in Sheridan.

• A motor vehicle accident was 
reported in Sheridan.
• An agency assist was conducted 
in Ennis.

• A motor vehicle slide off was 
reported in Big Sky.
• A traffic complaint was filed in 
Norris.

• A scam crime was filed inSheridan.

JANUARY 6
• A welfare check was conducted in 
Ennis.

• Targeted patrols were conducted in 
Ennis and Sheridan.

• Traffic stops were conducted in 
Ennis.

• Wildlife complaints were reported 
in McAllister.

• Follow up was initiated in Ennis 
and Whitehall.
• Deputy or officer queries were 
initiated in Ennis and Virginia City.

• A warrant service was conducted 
in Ennis.

• A scam crime was reported in Pony.
• Court duty or service was 
conducted in Virginia City.
• A death investigation occurred in 
Ennis.

• Theft was reported in Pony.
• A standby to assure the peace 
occurred in Sheridan.
• A traffic complaint was filed in 
Cameron.
• Property damage was reported in 
Sheridan..
• Roadway hazards were reported in 
Cameron.
• Ambulance calls originated in 
Ennis and Sheridan. 

JANUARY 7
• A roadway hazard was reported in 
Norris.

• Targeted patrols were conducted in 
Ennis and Cameron.

• A motor vehicle accident was 
reported in Norris.
• Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Harrison.
• Traffic stops were conducted in 
Ennis.

• A citizen or motorist assist was 
conducted in Norris.
• A deputy or office query was 
conducted in Virginia City.
• A livestock complaint was filed in 
Silver Star.
• Information was requested in 
Sheridan.
• Follow up was initiated in Ennis.
• A 911 hang up occurred in Twin 
Bridges.

• Court duty or service was 
conducted in Virginia City.
• A parking complaint was filed in 
Big Sky.

• A death investigation was 
conducted in Silver Star.
• A permitted burn occurred in 
Cardwell.
• An ambulance call originated in 
Ennis.

• An ambulance transport to Gallatin 
County occurred.
• A traffic complaint was filed in 
McAllister.

JANUARY 8
• A livestock complaint was filed in 
Ennis.

• Targeted patrols were conducted in 
Ennis and Sheridan.

• Traffic stops were conducted in 
Ennis and Sheridan.

• Standbys to assure the peace were 
conducted in Ennis and Sheridan.
• A civil service was conducted in 
Virginia City.
• Follow up was initiated in Pony in 
Ennis.

• Court duty or service was 
conducted in Virginia City.
• A citizen or motorist assist was 
conducted in Virginia City.
• An ambulance transported a 
patient to Bozeman.

• A stolen vehicle was reported in 
Ennis.

• Fire/smoke was reported in Big Sky.
• Threats were made in Ennis and 
Sheridan.
• An attempt to locate was 
conducted in Boulder.
• A motor vehicle accident was 
reported in Big Sky.
• A suspicious person was reported 
in Ennis.

• A livestock complaint was filed in 
Ennis.

• An ambulance call originated in 
Big Sky.

• A dog complaint was filed in 
McAllister.

• An event or community was 
patrolled in Big Sky.

• A deputy or officer query occurred 
in Ennis.

• Harassment was reported in 
Sheridan and Virginia City.

JANUARY 9
• Traffic complaints were reported in 
Twin Bridges, Silver Star, McAllister 
and Waterloo.

• Theft was reported in Ennis.
• Targeted patrols were conducted 
in Ennis.

• Follow up was initiated in Ennis 
and Great Falls.
• 911 hang ups occurred in Big Sky 
and Sheridan. 
• Traffic stops were conducted in 
Ennis, McAllister and Cameron.

• Ambulance calls originated in 
Sheridan and Big Sky.
• A motor vehicle accident was 
reported in Sheridan.
• A welfare check was conducted in 
Ennis.

• A 911 open line occurred in Ennis.
• A disabled vehicle was reported in 
Twin Bridges.
• Events or community were 
patrolled in Sheridan.

• A deputy or office query was 
conducted in McAllister.
• Stalking was reported in Twin 
Bridges.

• A prisoner transport to Great Falls 
occurred.
• A civil service was conducted in 
Sheridan.
• An agency assist was conducted 
in Laurin.

• A natural gas leak was reported in 
Big Sky.

• An ambulance call originated in 
Big Sky.

• A citizen or motorist was assisted 
in Harrison.

JANUARY 10
• A disturbance of the peace was 
reported in Sheridan.
• A death was investigated in 
Sheridan.
• Ambulance calls originated in 
Whitehall, Ennis and Alder.
• A citizen or motorist was assisted 
in Twin Bridges.

• Civil services were conducted 
in Sheridan, Harrison and Twin 
Bridges.

• Traffic stops were conducted in 
Ennis, Silver Star, Cameron, Norris 
and Harrison.
• Targeted patrols were conducted in 
Sheridan, Norris and Twin Bridges.
• 911 open lines occurred in Big Sky.
• A roadway hazard was reported 
in Pony.

• An abandoned vehicle was 
reported in Harrison.
• A dog complaint was filed in 
Virginia city.
• Harassment was reported in 
Sheridan.
• An animal bite was reported in 
Ennis.

• Standbys to assure the peace were 
conducted in Sheridan.
• A civil matter not for the law was 
reported in Ennis.
• A suspicious person was reported 
in Butte.

• An agency assist was conducted 
in Ennis.

• A welfare check was conducted in 
Melrose.

There were 202 Calls for Service 
between Jan. 4 and Jan. 10, 2026.

IN AREAS WITH LOW CELL SERVICE, A TEXT MESSAGE MAY 
BE SENT TO 911 IN CASE OF EMERGENCY.

MADISON COUNTY DISPATCHCHOOSE AN AGENT TO WORK FOR YOU THAT HAS HONESTY & INTEGRITY! 

Thinking of Selling - Let’s get it SOLD!

105 E MAIN STREET • ENNIS, MT

We are independent real estate agents licensed in the State of Montana representing Montana Outdoor Property Group of Keller Williams Realty.

Dot Merrill
BROKER

406.570.9067  
DotRealEstateMT

@gmail.com

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-Ranch Experience
-Internet Marketing

-Web-site Marketing
-Drone & Professional 

Photography

Melinda Merrill 
BROKER 

406.596.4288
MelindaRealEstateMT

@gmail.com

29 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-Keeping stats and market 

trends since 1997
-Contrary to Ennis rumor...

LOL NOT retiring!!

Chad Davis
SALES AGENT

406.579.4270  
406RealEstate@gmail.com 

17 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-4th generation 
Montana Native

-Show anytime - anywhere
-Social media marketing

Jason & Joszie 
Driear

REALTOR/BROKER

406-439-1486
Driears@gmail.com

26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-4th generation Montanan
-Live and breath Montana

 Scan 
for more 
listings

21 N. ENNIS LAKE RD- MCALLISTER MT
$995,000 | 3+/- Acres | MLS# 402259

4 BR, 3 BA, 3108 sqft home with large barn 
and quick access to the lake

CALL/TEXT Dot or Melinda Merrill

LOT 74 SHINING MOUNTAINS UNIT 2, ENNIS MT
$295,000 | 5.23 +/- Acres |  MLS#405646

IRRIGATION ability and forever 
unobstructed views over Wig Wam Canyon
CALL/TEXT Dot or Melinda Merrill

37 STAGGERS LN SOUTH, CAMERON MT
$695,000 | 20 +/- Acres | MLS# 406684

4 BR, 3 BA, 3108 sqft, completely remodeled built-in dog 
kennel and a 9’ x 16’cedar greenhouse, full hook-up RV pad.

CALL/TEXT Dot or Melinda Merrill

LOT 25 SUN WEST RANCH, CAMERON MT
$395,000 | 6.53 +/- Acres | MLS# 394459

Gorgeous views of the Madison Valley
Access to river, hiking trails and 1600+ acres

CALL/TEXT Dot or Melinda Merrill

8 MONTANA WAY, ENNIS MT
$1,999,995 | 2.8 +/- Acres | MLS# 403440

4 BR 3.5 BA 3656 sqft custom home w/large 3 bay garage
Views of the Madison Mountains & quick drive to river

CALL/TEXT Dot or Melinda Merrill

LOT 1A SPRING CANYON RD, ALDER MT
$425,000 | 20.82 Acres | MLS#404298

IRRIGATED land, access off of county road borders 
public lands with lots of recreational opportunities

CALL/TEXT Dot Merrill

Jaxten has been selected as our Elementary Student of the Month 
for his quiet positivity, kind nature, and steady growth. While he 
may come across as shy at first, Jaxten is consistently helpful, 

encouraging, and eager to do the right thing. He brings a calm and 
positive presence into his classroom each day. Jaxten works hard in 
his studies and has made great strides across all subject areas. His 
effort and determination are clear in the progress he continues to 
make, and he takes pride in learning and improving. He approaches 
his schoolwork with care and a willingness to grow. One of the most 
joyful sights in the building is Jaxten skipping through the halls, a 
simple reminder to everyone that it is going to be a wonderful day. 
His positivity is contagious, and we are proud to recognize Jaxten, a 
fourth grader, as our Elementary Student of the Month.

Students 
of the Week

HARRISON SCHOOL’S 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

KRISTIE VESSE Y
BROKER - Licensed in MT
406.580.1842

EnnisMTRealEstate.com

We are 
proud 

of 
YOU!

JAXTEN RANSOM

JACK HAMILTONJack has been selected as our Junior High and High School Student 
of the Month for his positive energy, strong work ethic, and genuine 
care for others. He brings a bubbly attitude into the building each 
day and is always willing to lend a hand, whether that means helping 
a classmate, supporting a team, or stepping up when something 
needs to be done. Jack works hard to do the right thing and 
encourages those around him to do the same. He shows a strong 
sense of responsibility and takes pride in being a positive influence 
among his peers. While he has a busy mind and plenty of energy, he 
channels that drive into giving his best effort both in the classroom 
and in athletics.

Through his determination, helpful nature, and commitment to 
growth, Jack sets a great example for our JH and HS students. We are 
proud to recognize him as Student of the Month.
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Ennis Rodeo Association 
ANNUAL STOCKHOLDER MEETING

Wednesday, January 21ST, 2026
7:00PM • SPORTSMAN’S LODGE

Submitted by JENNIFER L 
SCALES

IRS Free File began accepting 
individual tax returns, giving 
eligible taxpayers an early oppor-
tunity to prepare and file their 
federal income tax returns ahead 
of the official start of the 2026 
filing season later this month.

 While the filing season begins 
later this month, IRS Free File 
Guided Tax Software allows 
taxpayers to prepare and submit 
returns now and hold them for 
electronic filing once the season 
officially begins.

 For 2026, eight private-sector 
partners are offering guided 
tax software products through 
IRS Free File to taxpayers with 
an Adjusted Gross Income of 
$89,000 or less in 2025.

 

Taxpayers with an AGI above 
$89,000 can use the Free File 
Fillable Forms, available begin-
ning Jan. 26. These electronic 
versions of IRS paper forms are 
ideal for individuals who are 
comfortable preparing their own 
taxes using IRS instructions and 
publications.

 Understanding IRS Free File
Each IRS Free File trusted 

partner sets its own eligibility 
requirements, which may include 
age, income, state residency and 
military status. Taxpayers and 
active-duty military personnel 
with an AGI of $89,000 or less in 
2025 can find a free federal filing 
option; some partners also offer 
free state tax return preparation 
and filing.

 Claim tax credits at no cost
IRS Free File allows eligible 

taxpayers to claim valuable tax 

benefits, including the Earned 
Income Tax Credit, the Child 
Tax Credit and other refundable 
credits. Refundable tax credits 
can reduce the amount of tax 
owed or result in a refund, even if 
no tax is due.

 How to find the right IRS Free 
File product

Taxpayers can find the right 
product by visiting IRS.gov/freef-
ile and:
1. Select “Explore Free Guided 

Tax Software”, then select the 
“Find a Trusted Partner” tool 
for help in finding the right 
product, or

2. Use “Browse All Trusted Part-
ners” to review each offer,

3. Choose the product that best 
fits their situation, and

4. Follow the links to the trusted 
partner's website to begin their 
tax return.

 IRS Free File works on comput-
ers, smartphones or tablets.

 2026 IRS Free File participants
The following trusted partners 

are participating in IRS Free File 
for 2026:
1.	 1040Now
2. Drake (1040.com)
3.	ezTaxReturn.com (offers En-

glish and Spanish)
4. FileYourTaxes.com
5.	On-Line Taxes
6. TaxAct
7.	 TaxHawk (FreeTaxUSA)
8. TaxSlayer
 IRS Free File helps taxpayers 

save money and file their taxes 
quickly and securely. For more 
information or to get started on 
a tax return today, visit IRS Free 
File: Do Your Taxes For Free.

Use IRS Free File to conveniently 
file your return at no cost

Submitted by SNHU

It is with great pleasure that 
Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) congratulates 
the following students on being 
named to the Fall 2025 Presi-
dent's List. The fall terms run 

from September to December.
Full-time undergraduate 

students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point average of 
3.700 and above for the reporting 
term are named to the President's 
List. Full-time status is achieved 

by earning 12 credits over each 
16-week term or paired 8-week 
terms grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

Kelsie Tate of Sheridan 
Kindra Todd of Ennis 

SNHU announces Fall 2025 
President’s List

Submitted by MADELINE 
LARSON

The 2026 Montana Soil Health 
Symposium will open with 
the pre-conference workshop 
“Marketing Avenues: Produc-
er Perspectives.” A panel of 
producers will share how they 
chose their marketing paths, how 
location shaped their options, 
what they’ve learned along the 
way, and how they’ve adapted 
their strategies to fit the realities 
of their operations.

Throughout the Soil Health 
Symposium, attendees will hear 
keynote addresses from well-
known voices in regenerative 
agriculture and soil health, 

including Peter Byck, filmmak-
er and professor at Arizona 
State University, who explores 
grazing, biodiversity, and soil 
carbon through his research and 
documentary Roots So Deep; Dr. 
Don Huber, Professor Emeritus 
of Plant Pathology at Purdue 
University, whose decades of 
research have focused on nutri-
ent-disease interactions, soil-
borne pathogens, and microbial 
ecology; and Phil Jerde, a South 
Dakota buffalo rancher and prac-
titioner of holistic management, 
who uses bison to restore native 
prairie and demonstrate how 
livestock can drive large-scale 
regenerative outcomes.

Twelve breakout sessions will 

feature additional producers and 
technical specialists diving into 
what’s working on the ground, 
including tools, practices, and 
lessons learned in the push for 
healthier soil and more resilient 
operations. This year, 18 produc-
ers will share the changes they 
have made on their operations 
to improve both their natural 
resources and economic viabil-
ity. The Soil Health Symposium 
will close with a keynote panel 
dedicated to questions, shared 
insights, and reflections on the 
conversations that emerged 
throughout the event.

For more information or to 
register, please visit https://mt-
soilhealth.org/

2026 Montana Soil Health Symposium

Submitted by EMILY 
MCPARLAND

Sheridan Schools is very pleased 
to announce the Students of the 
Month. Students are chosen by 
faculty and staff members based 
on the following criteria: Citizen-
ship, Leadership and Academic 
Attitude.

K - Lark Kerins
1 - Raija Smith
2 - Summit Kerins
3 - Vergil Messerly
4 - Isabel Romkema
5 - Cooper Walter
6 - Jaxon Schrank

7 - Parker Walter
8 - Kaitlin Bartolomei
9 - Nathan Brummell
10 - Madilyn High
11 - Titus Horn
12 - JT Martens

Students of the Month for Sheridan Schools

Submitted by UNIVERSITY OF 
MONTANA

More than 3,000 students at the 
University of Montana made the 
fall semester 2025 Dean’s List or 
President’s 4.0 List.

To qualify, students must be 
undergraduates, earn a semester 
GPA of 3.5 or higher and receive 
grades of A or B in at least nine 
credits. Students who receive a 
grade of C+ or less or no credit 
(NC/NCR) in a course are not 
eligible.

The students on the lists below 
made UM’s fall semester 2025 
Dean’s List or the President’s 
4.0 List. Double asterisks after a 
name indicate the student earned 
a 4.0 GPA. A single asterisk indi-
cates a GPA greater than 3.5 but 
less than 4.0.
BIG SKY

Chloe Coleman*
Trygve Wilkan*

CARDWELL
Annabelle Welch**

ENNIS
Creedance Allen*

Gillian Gilbert**
Addison Oliver**
William Whitehurst**

HARRISON
Ollie King*

SHERIDAN
Brooke Barnosky**
Ashley Christensen*

SILVER STAR
Kyie Salerno*

TWIN BRIDGES
Madison Baughn**
Matthew Kaiser**

WHITEHALL
Samuel Konen*

University of Montana students named to Fall 
Semester Dean’s List and President’s 4.0 list

call 406-682-7755 to make a plan.
advertise in The Madisonian. 

Check us out on 
social media!

Your partner in community. 

Submitted by MSU-
NORTHERN

The Montana State Univer-
sity-Northern’s Spring semes-
ter Dean’s List contains 377 
students. To be included in 
the Dean’s List, students must 
carry a minimum of 12 credits 

and earn a grade point average 
of 3.25 or better. Students that 
received a pass, incomplete or 
“F” during this semester are not 
included on the honor roll listing. 
The following list of students 
is organized alphabetically by 
hometown (please note that many 
students give a Havre address 

instead of a hometown address, 
and thus are listed in the Havre 
listing).
SHERIDAN
Ian D. Frederick

WHITEHALL
Reilly J. Slater
Cyrus W. Tebay

Students named to MSU-Northern’s 
Fall 2025 Semester Dean’s List
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Advertise in The Madisonian. Call 406-682-7755 to make a plan.

MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather

Quote of the 
Week:

"Be at war with 
your vices, at 

peace with your 
neighbors, and 

let every new 
year find you a 

better man." 

Benjamin Franklin

Thursday

Sunny. High 46F. Winds S at 10 to 
15 mph.

Saturday

Abundant sunshine. High near 45F. 
Winds S at 10 to 15 mph.

Fr iday

Partly cloudy. High 39F. Winds S at 
10 to 15 mph.

Thursday

Sunday

Sunny skies. High 44F. Winds S at 10 
to 15 mph.

Monday

A mainly sunny sky. High 44F. Winds 
S at 10 to 20 mph.

Sheridan, MT
406-842-5865

www.kenworthyelectric.com

Kevin Allzer
Licensed & Insured Journeyman Electrician

406-579-2832

kmelectricmt@gmail.com

Scan for our 
Facebook Page

1 7 9  J u dy  L a n e ,  a L d e r ,  M T 
4 0 6 . 2 1 7. 2 1 3 1  |  W W W. r u b y va L L e y s h e d s . c o M

From vision to construction
ALL YOUR FENCING NEEDS AND POST FRAME BUILDINGS

R E S I D E N T I A L  •  A G R I C U L T U R A L

4 0 6 - 5 2 1 - 4 2 8 1  
W W W . S U M M I T V A L L E Y F E N C E . C O M

We cover Madison, Jefferson, silverboW, 
beaverhead & Gallatin counties. 

Call Ken at 406-221-6677 or email ken@3rivers.net

Madison County 
heatinG 
& coolinG

Give us a call or send us an email 
for all of your HVAC needs.

Christensen
R e n t a l s ,  L L C

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. • CLOSED SUNDAYS

Ask about the Weekend Rates: Pick up between 11-12 noon
Call for availability!

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Don’t forget Winter!
Winterize your sprinklers! 

We have log splitters & chimney brushes!

(406) 683-4418 

1045 SELWAY DRIVE 

DILLON, MT 59725  

www.pivotsplusllc.com 

“PIVOTS PLUS, WE 
SELL THE BEST & 

SERVICE THE 
REST!” 

AG, IRRIGATION, PARTS, SERVICE & SALES 

(406) 683-4418 

1045 SELWAY DRIVE 

DILLON, MT 59725  

www.pivotsplusllc.com 

“PIVOTS PLUS, WE 
SELL THE BEST & 

SERVICE THE 
REST!” 

AG, IRRIGATION, PARTS, SERVICE & SALES 

(406) 683-4418
1045 SELWAY DR • DILLON, MT 59725

www.pivotplusllc.com
“PIVOTS PLUS, WE SELL THE 

BEST & AND SERVICE THE REST”

AG, IRRIGATION, PARTS, SERVICE & SALES
Your partner in 

community. 
406-682-7755

RYAN LEV

406-223-4491
ryan@lgcmt.com

MCALLISTER, MT

• Ground up custom homes

• Remodels and additions

• General construction 
and concrete

call 406-682-7755 
to make a plan.

advertise in The M
adisonian. 

Check us out on 
social m

edia!

Your partner in community. 















115 W COVER STREET
VIRGINIA CITY, MT | $445,000

Restored 1900 Victorian in Virginia City’s Historic Landmark 
District. The Samuel Russell House features refinished fir 
floors, updated systems, period details, a sunroom with wood 
stove, and a covered porch overlooking Daylight Creek. Set on 
two landscaped city lots, one block from downtown. Avaliable 
for sale or rent. Call to schedule your showing today!

2 2 1,455

Toni Bowen
406.570.9233

Michelle Merle
406.902.9475

406.682.4290
222 East Main Street, Suite 1D, Ennis, MT

ERAArrow.com

Robyn Erlenbush, CRB, Broker/Owner. Each office independently owned and operated.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 
REAL PROPERTY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by LINDY M. 
LAUDER, as successor Trustee, of the public 
sale of the real property hereinafter described 
pursuant to the “Small Tract Financing Act of 
Montana” (Section 71-1-301, et seq., MCA). 
The following information is provided: THE 
NAME OF THE GRANTOR, ORIGINAL 
TRUSTEE, THE BENEFICIARY IN THE DEED 
OF TRUST, ANY SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST 
TO THE BENEFICIARY OR GRANTOR, ANY 
SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE, AND THE PRESENT 
RECORD OWNER IS/ARE: Grantor: RICHARD 
M. BLOSSER AND PAMELA J. BLOSSER, 
TRUSTEES OF THE BLOSSER FAMILY TRUST 
DATED NOVEMBER 16, 2000 (“Grantor”) 
Original Trustee: OLD REPUBLIC NATIONAL 
TITLE Successor Trustee: LINDY M. LAUDER, 
AN ATTORNEY LICENSED TO PRACTICE LAW 
IN THE STATE OF MONTANA (the “Trustee”) 
Beneficiary: OAKHURST INCOME FUND I, 
LP (the “Beneficiary”) Present Record Owner: 
FOSSIL ROAD FAMILY GROUP, LLC THE 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY COVERED 
BY THE REAL ESTATE TRUST INDENTURE 
IS: The real property and its appurtenances in 
Madison County, Montana, more particularly 
described as follows: LOT 66-A, OF THE 
FINAL AMENDED PLAT OF YELLOWSTONE 
MOUNTAIN CLUB SUBDIVISION, PHASES 
1, 1A & 2, BEING THE AMENDED PLAT 
OF LOTS 6, 58-61, 63-66, 69, 70, 72, 73, 
76-78, 127, 136-145, 150, 152, 155-157, 199, 
255-257, 262, TRACT 1, AND OPEN SPACE 
“A”, AND DELETED LOTS 118, 153 & 154, IN 
MADISON COUNTY, MONTANA, ACCORDING 
TO THE OFFICIAL PLAT THEREOF ON FILE 
AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER, MADISON 
COUNTY, MONTANA. (PLAT REFERENCE IN 
BOOK 4 OF PLATS, PAGE 467, RECORDS 
OF MADISON COUNTY, MONTANA) With an 
address of 53 Fossil Road, Big Sky, Montana 
59716. RECORDING DATA: The following 
instruments and documents have been recorded 
in the Clerk and Recorder’s Office in Madison 
County, Montana. Deed of Trust, Assignment of 
Leases and Rents, Fixture Filing, and Security 
Agreement dated March 17, 2022, and recorded 
March 22, 2022, under Document No. 203549; 
and Substitution of Trustee dated October 22, 
2025, and recorded October 28, 2025, under 
Document No. 222614. THE DEFAULT FOR 
WHICH THE FORECLOSURE IS MADE IS: 
Failure to make the September 1, 2025 payment 
and each subsequent payment. Due to payment 
defaults, the loan has been accelerated and 
payment is due in full. THE SUMS OWING 
ON THE OBLIGATION SECURED BY THE 
DEED OF TRUST AS OF OCTOBER 30, 2025, 
ARE: Principal: $3,750,000.00 Interest: Interest 
continues to accrue at a rate of 8.750% per 
annum. As of October 30, 2025, the interest 
balance is $88,776.04 and interest accrues at the 
rate of $1,328.13 per day. Late fees: $101,172.06 
The Beneficiary anticipates and intends to 
disburse such amounts as may be required to 
preserve and protect the real property, and for 
real property taxes that may become due or 
delinquent, unless such amounts or taxes are 
paid by the Grantor or successor in interest to 
the Grantor. If such amounts are paid by the 
Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will be added 
to the obligation secured by the Trust Indenture. 
Other expenses to be charged against the 
proceeds of the sale include the Trustee’s and 
attorney’s fees, and costs and expenses of sale. 

THE TRUSTEE, AT THE DIRECTION OF THE 
BENEFICIARY, HEREBY ELECTS TO SELL THE 
PROPERTY TO SATISFY THE AFORESAID 
OBLIGATIONS. THE DATE, TIME, PLACE AND 
TERMS OF SALE ARE: Date: March 12, 2026 
Time: 1:00 p.m., Mountain Standard Time or 
Mountain Daylight Time, whichever is in effect. 
Place: Front Entrance to the Madison County 
Courthouse, 100 W Wallace St., Virginia City, MT 
59755 Terms: This sale is a public sale and any 
person, including the Beneficiary, and excepting 
only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. The bid 
price must be paid in cash. The conveyance will 
be made by Trustee’s Deed. The sale purchaser 
shall be entitled to possession of the property on 
the 10 th day following the sale. Dated this 10th 
of November, 2025. /s/ Lindy M. Lauder LINDY 
M. LAUDER Trustee STATE OF MONTANA ) 
:ss. County of Missoula ) This instrument was 
acknowledged before me on November 10th, 
2025, by Lindy M. Lauder, as Trustee. /s/ Bailey 
Wike Notary Public for the [NOTARY SEAL] 
State of Montana Residing at Missoula, MT My 
Commission Expires August 24, 2026 File No.: 
071313-000001
I/A: CROWLEY FLECK, PLLP MISSOULA
Published January 15, 22 & 29, 2026

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE OF 
REAL PROPERTY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by LINDY M. 
LAUDER, as successor Trustee, of the public 
sale of the real property hereinafter described 
pursuant to the “Small Tract Financing Act of 
Montana” (Section 71-1-301, et seq., MCA). 
The following information is provided: THE 
NAME OF THE GRANTOR, ORIGINAL 
TRUSTEE, THE BENEFICIARY IN THE DEED 
OF TRUST, ANY SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST 
TO THE BENEFICIARY OR GRANTOR, ANY 
SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE, AND THE PRESENT 
RECORD OWNER IS/ARE: Grantor: RICHARD 
M. BLOSSER AND PAMELA J. BLOSSER, 
TRUSTEES OF THE BLOSSER FAMILY TRUST 
DATED NOVEMBER 16, 2000 (“Grantor”) 
Original Trustee: OLD REPUBLIC NATIONAL 
TITLE Successor Trustee: LINDY M. LAUDER, 
AN ATTORNEY LICENSED TO PRACTICE LAW 
IN THE STATE OF MONTANA (the “Trustee”) 
Beneficiary: OAKHURST OPPORTUNITY 
LENDING FUND I, LP (the “Beneficiary”) 
Present Record Owner: FOSSIL ROAD 
FAMILY GROUP, LLC THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY COVERED BY THE REAL 
ESTATE TRUST INDENTURE IS: The real 
property and its appurtenances in Madison 
County, Montana, more particularly described as 
follows: LOT 66-A, OF THE FINAL AMENDED 
PLAT OF YELLOWSTONE MOUNTAIN CLUB 
SUBDIVISION, PHASES 1, 1A & 2, BEING 
THE AMENDED PLAT OF LOTS 6, 58-61, 
63-66, 69, 70, 72, 73, 76-78, 127, 136-145, 
150, 152, 155-157, 199, 255-257, 262, TRACT 
1, AND OPEN SPACE “A”, AND DELETED 
LOTS 118, 153 & 154, IN MADISON COUNTY, 
MONTANA, ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL 
PLAT THEREOF ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK AND 
RECORDER, MADISON COUNTY, MONTANA. 
(PLAT REFERENCE IN BOOK 4 OF PLATS, 
PAGE 467, RECORDS OF MADISON COUNTY, 
MONTANA) With an address of 53 Fossil Road, 
Big Sky, Montana 59716. RECORDING DATA: 
The following instruments and documents have 
been recorded in the Clerk and Recorder’s Office 
in Madison County, Montana. Deed of Trust, 
Assignment of Leases and Rents, Fixture Filing, 
and Security Agreement dated March 17, 2022, 

and recorded March 22, 2022, under Document 
No. 203546; and Substitution of Trustee dated 
November 3, 2025, and recorded November 
10, 2025, under Document No. 222893. THE 
DEFAULT FOR WHICH THE FORECLOSURE 
IS MADE IS: Failure to make the September 
1, 2025 payment and each subsequent 
payment. Due to payment defaults, the loan 
has been accelerated and payment is due in 
full. THE SUMS OWING ON THE OBLIGATION 
SECURED BY THE DEED OF TRUST AS 
OF OCTOBER 30, 2025, ARE: Principal: 
$10,500,000.00 Interest: Interest continues 
to accrue at a rate of 8.750% per annum. As 
of October 30, 2025, the interest balance is 
$248,572.92 and interest accrues at the rate 
of $3,718.75 per day. Late fees: $283,241.25 
The Beneficiary anticipates and intends to 
disburse such amounts as may be required to 
preserve and protect the real property, and for 
real property taxes that may become due or 
delinquent, unless such amounts or taxes are 
paid by the Grantor or successor in interest to 
the Grantor. If such amounts are paid by the 
Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will be added 
to the obligation secured by the Trust Indenture. 
Other expenses to be charged against the 
proceeds of the sale include the Trustee’s and 
attorney’s fees, and costs and expenses of sale. 
THE TRUSTEE, AT THE DIRECTION OF THE 
BENEFICIARY, HEREBY ELECTS TO SELL THE 
PROPERTY TO SATISFY THE AFORESAID 
OBLIGATIONS. 3 THE DATE, TIME, PLACE 
AND TERMS OF SALE ARE: Date: March 12, 
2026 Time: 1:30 p.m., Mountain Standard Time 
or Mountain Daylight Time, whichever is in effect. 
Place: Front Entrance to the Madison County 
Courthouse, 100 W Wallace St., Virginia City, MT 
59755 Terms: This sale is a public sale and any 
person, including the Beneficiary, and excepting 
only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. The bid 
price must be paid in cash. The conveyance will 
be made by Trustee’s Deed. The sale purchaser 
shall be entitled to possession of the property on 
the 10 th day following the sale. Dated this 10th 
of November, 2025. /s/ Lindy M. Lauder LINDY 
M. LAUDER Trustee STATE OF MONTANA ) 
:ss. County of Missoula ) This instrument was 
acknowledged before me on November 10, 
2025, by Lindy M. Lauder, as Trustee. /s/ Bailey 
Wike Notary Public for the [NOTARY SEAL] 
State of Montana Residing at Missoula, MT My 
Commission Expires August 24, 2026 File No.: 
071313-000001
I/A: CROWLEY FLECK, PLLP MISSOULA
Published January 15, 22 & 29, 2026

MADISON COUNTY PLANNING 
BOARD - NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
The Madison County Planning Board will conduct 
a public hearing on Monday, January 26, 2026, 
at 6:00 pm in the Public Meeting Room of 
the Madison County Administrative Building, 
103 W Wallace, Virginia City, Montana. The 
Board will consider the following agenda item/
proposal and make a recommendation to the 
Board of County Commissioners, who will take 
final action. A request by TD&H Engineering, on 
behalf of MB West Owner LLC, for Preliminary 
Plat approval of the Amended Plat of Condo 
Lot 1, within the Moonlight Basin West 1 PUD 
development. The application proposes to 
subdivide Condo Lot 1, which is currently 
platted as a single lot containing ten units, into 
13 lots, of which ten lots are designated for 
single-family residential use and three lots are 
designated for utility use. The subject property 

is legally described as a Condo Lot 1 of the 
Final Plat of Moonlight Basin West Subdivision 
PUD, located in the NW ¼ , NE ¼ of Section 
15, Township 6 South, Range 2 East, P.M.M., 
Madison County, Montana. Written comments 
regarding this proposal should be received by 
5:00 p.m. on January 26, 2026, and may be sent 
to the Madison County Planning Board by mail 
to P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, Montana, 59755; 
e-mail to planning@madisoncountymt.gov; or 
verbal comments may be given at the public 
hearing. Additionally, the public hearing will be 
live-streamed via Webex video conferencing 
platform: Join from the meeting link: https://
madisoncounty.my.webex.com/madisoncounty.
my/j.php?MTID=maac26726d8032c2c4a16d7d6 
e657b0ad Join by meeting number: Meeting 
number: 2553 853 5817 Meeting password: 
VCMadison Join by Phone: 1-650-479-3208 
Password: 82623476 The preliminary plat and 
supplemental information pertaining to this 
proposal are available for review at:  https://
madisoncountymt.gov/307/Planning  Madison 
County Planning Department, 7 Placer Loop, 
Virginia City  Big Sky Fire Department, 650 
Rainbow Trout Run, Big Sky For assistance 
accessing materials, please call the Planning 
Department at (406) 898-4331.
I/A: MCPB
Published January 8 and 15, 2026

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGER 
AS CONSTRUCTOR (CMC) 
SERVICES FOR RUBY VALLEY 
MEDICAL CENTER ADDITIONS & 
RENOVATIONS SHERIDAN, MT
Ruby Valley Medical Center is seeking a 
Construction Manager as Constructor (CMc) 
normally engaged in this profession and a duly 
registered Construction Contractor in the State 
of Montana, for CMc services as an alternative 
delivery process, for the following project: Ruby 
Valley Medical Center Additions & Renovations in 
Sheridan, Montana. Ruby Valley Medical Center 
desires to engage a qualified CMc firm to work as 
a team with Ruby Valley Medical Center and the 
selected Architectural & Engineering firms for the 
performance of this project. The project consists 
of pre-construction planning for the construction 
of a hospital expansion. The project may involve 
adding five inpatient beds, procedure spaces, 
and kitchen facilities, with an optional cafeteria 
and retail pharmacy. The project is located on 

an active healthcare campus and will require 
phasing, logistics planning, interim operation 
considerations and careful coordination to 
maintain hospital functionality. Ruby Valley 
Medical Center has selected A&E + SMA Design 
as the Design Firm for the project. The final form 
of the contract shall be an amended AIA A-133™ 
- 2019 “Standard Form of Agreement Between 
Owner and Construction Manager as Constructor 
where the basis of payment is the Cost of 
Work Plus A Fee with a Guaranteed Maximum 
Price,” in conjunction with the AIA A201™ - 
2017 “General Conditions of the Contract for 
Construction.” This project may be funded by 
USDA Rural Development. It is the intent of Ruby 
Valley Medical Center to make a single award 
for these services. The CMc will be required 
to provide a Guaranteed Maximum Price for 
Pre-Construction Services, General Conditions 
and a specified percentage of construction for 
the construction fee. Additional information 
is included in the Request for Qualifications/ 
Proposal (RFQ/P). Digital copies of the RFQ/P 
may be obtained from the architect as follows: 
A&E + SMA Design 920 Front Street, Suite 101 
Helena, MT 59601 406.442.4933 beckyl@sma.
design All SOQs pdfs are due via email by 4:00 
p.m. February 3, 2026 to both beckyl@sma.
design and jgillhouse@rvmc.org by the time and 
date stated above. Ruby Valley Medical Center 
321 Madison Street Sheridan, MT 59749
I/A: RVMC
Published January 15 and 29, 2026

HARRISON SCHOOL TRUSTEE 
ELECTION
Harrison School District 23 is seeking candidates 
for the May 5, 2026 election to fill one trustee 
position for a three-year term and one trustee 
position for a one year term. Must be 18 years 
of age and must be registered to vote in the 
Harrison District. Anyone qualified for and 
interested in running for this position may 
request a Declaration of Intent and Oath of 
Candidacy form from District Clerk Lisa Morgan 
at lmorgan@harrison.k12.mt.us, or at the school 
office. Petition must be returned to the Harrison 
school office prior to 4 p.m. February 9, 2026. No 
candidate may appear on the ballot unless he or 
she meets this deadline. I/A: SCHOOL DISTRICT 
#23 - HARRISON
Published December 18, 2025, January 1, 15, 
29, and February 5, 2026

AUDIT PUBLICATION STATEMENT
An audit of the affairs of Sheridan School District 
5, Madison County, Sheridan, Montana 59749 
has been conducted by Strom & Associates, PC. 
The audit covered the fiscal year ended June 30, 
2025. The audit also covered the Extracurricular 
Fund for pupil functions which is included in 
the financial statements of the District. Section 
2-7-521, MCA, requires that this publication 
concerning the audit report include a statement 
that the audit report is on file in its entirety and 
open to public inspection at the School Clerk’s 
office, and that the District will send a copy of 
the audit report to any interested person upon 
request.
I/A: SCHOOL DISTRICT #5 - SHERIDAN
Published January 15, 2026

TWIN BRIDGES SCHOOL TRUSTEE 
ELECTION
Twin Bridges School District 7 is seeking 
candidates for the May 5, 2026 election to fill two 
trustee positions for three year terms. Must be 
18 years of age and must be registered to vote 
in the Twin Bridges District. Anyone qualified 
for and interested in running for this position 
may request a Declaration of Intent and Oath 
of Candidacy form from Tara Rhea at trhea@
tbschools.org or at the school office. Petition 
must be returned to the Twin Bridges School 
office prior to 4 p.m. February 9, 2026, No 
candidate may appear on the ballot unless he or 
she meets this deadline.
I/A: SCHOOL DISTRICT #7 - TWIN BRIDGES
Published January 15, 22 & 29, 2026
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W I L L  B E  H O L D I N G  T H E I R 

ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2026 AT 10:00 A.M.

M E E T I N G  W I L L  TA K E  P L A C E  I N  T H E

 CONFERENCE ROOM OF ACTION INC.
25 WEST SILVER STREET• BUTTE, MT 59701

For further information, please feel free to call Erica at (406) 533-6847

ACTION INC.

she explained through a smile. 
“The students were thrilled to 
see their fish enter the natural 
world. Though some were 
genuinely heartbroken to say 
goodbye. It really showed 
how invested and connected 
they had become through the 
program.
After the release, we 

discovered we had missed 
one fish in the tank. When 
the students returned to the 
classroom and saw a single 
trout still swimming around, it 
gave everyone a good laugh.”
The experience of raising 

the trout provides a natural 
introduction to the further 
study of the biology of the fish 
themselves. 
“Another standout experience 

was a fish dissection lesson 
led by Lacey Hopper, a U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Fish 
Health Biologist,” Cignoni 
continued. “I wasn’t sure how 
5th graders would respond, 
but they were completely 
engaged and enthusiastic, 
asking thoughtful questions 
and diving right into hands-on 
learning.”
The TIC program was 

created by the conservation 
group Trout Unlimited over 
30 years ago and according 

to their website helps build 
a connection between over 
100,000 students and their 
watersheds each year. There 
was interest in the program 
in Ennis prior to the MRF 
becoming involved, but it was 
Cignoni who helped overcome 
the obstacles that had 
prevented getting the program 
up and running in the past. 
“While the school had 

been interested in starting a 
program in the past, equipment 
costs were a limiting factor,” 
she explained. “MRF was able 
to fully fund the equipment 
and provide the support 
needed to launch the program 
successfully.”
Cignoni imagines that the 

MRF will receive huge returns 
on their investment into the 
program. 
“The program benefits the 

Madison River and the broader 
community by helping educate 
a new generation of river 
stewards who understand how 
their actions impact water 
quality and fish habitat,” she 
said. “By connecting students 
directly to a species native to 
the Madison River and to local 
conservation partners, TIC 
fosters a deeper appreciation 
for the river, encourages 

conservation-minded citizens, 
and strengthens ties between 
schools, the river, and the 
community as a whole.”
While the MRF is investing 

in the long-term benefits of the 
program, Cignoni, Harper and 
the teachers and students get to 

enjoy the immediate rewards of 
the experience. 
“One of the most rewarding 

parts of this program has 
been seeing just how engaged 
the students have been from 
start to finish,” she said. 
“From touring the Ennis 

Fish Hatchery, to rolling 
up their sleeves for a fish 
dissection, to welcoming Ron 
from the hatchery into their 
classroom as he dropped off 
eggs, brought fish food, and 
shared lessons along the way, 
the kids were all in. At every 
event, including release day, 

they asked thoughtful, curious 
questions and showed genuine 
excitement. It was clear they 
weren’t just learning science; 
they were building a real 
connection to the Madison 
River and beginning to 
understand what it means to 
care for it.”

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  B 1

The students tour takes them from the outdoor to the indoor ponds where they learn about the mission and history of the hatchery and get to 
see trout in various phases of early development. PHOTO BY MATI BISHOP 

January 15, 2026B7THE MADISONIAN



 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15
6 - 8 p.m. Beginning and intermediate 
Ice Fishing One Day Classroom
Workshop with ECE - $$
https://www.ennisschools.org/page/ennis-continuing-
education or call 406-682-4258 #5

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16
5 - 7 p.m. Tunisian Crochet a Scarf (2 
weeks)
Workshop with ECE - $$
https://www.ennisschools.org/page/ennis-continuing-
education or call 406-682-4258 #5

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. The Chautauqua - 
Winter Series
A thoughtful mix of conversation, entertainment and 
appreciation of local artistic talent
If interested in performing, sign up by contacting 
Rank’s Mercantile at 406-843-5454 or ranksmerc@
yahoo.com
@ The Elling House - Virginia City

7 p.m. Cottontail Observatory open to 
the public
@ Cottontail Observatory - Twin Bridges

MONDAY, JANUARY 19
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
10 - 11 a.m. Part 1: Families and 
Legacies
AARP Montana and Montana State University 
Extension are teaming up to present the free three-
part “Wednesday Wisdom” virtual workshop series 
on estate planning. Led by Dr. Marsha Goetting, MSU 
Extension family economics specialist, the sessions 
help Montanans make informed decisions about 
legacies, wills, trusts, probate avoidance and more.
@ All workshops are free via Zoom (registration 
required) and open to everyone, no AARP membership 
needed. Register and learn more at aarp.org/
WednesdayWisdom.

10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Vitalant Blood Drive
@ Whitehall High School - Whitehall

5:30 - 8:30 p.m. CPR and Basic Life 
Support Training
With Erin Covas, RN, BSN, Certified CPR Instructor
@ Berkshire Hathaway - Ennis

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
6 - 8 p.m. Rancher roundtable: 
Succession planning in family farms 
and ranches
Dinner provided
@ Borden Conference Room, 103 West Legion Ave, 
Whitehall

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23
5 - 7 p.m. Tunisian Crochet a Scarf (2 
weeks)
Workshop with ECE - $$
https://www.ennisschools.org/page/ennis-continuing-
education or call 406-682-4258 #5

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
11:45 a.m. - 5 p.m. Vitalant Blood Drive
@ Madison Valley Rural Fire Department - Ennis
We invite all Madison County residents to participate 
in our upcoming public listening sessions, hosted in 
collaboration with the Montana State University Local 
Government Center, to learn more, ask questions, and 
share perspectives @ Alder Rural Fire Hall

6 p.m. Join the Conversation: Madison 
County Local Government Review 
Commission Public Listening Sessions
 We invite all Madison County residents to participate 
in our upcoming public listening sessions, hosted in 
collaboration with the Montana State University Local 
Government Center, to learn more, ask questions, and 
share perspective @ Alder Rural Fire Hall

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Annual Seed Exchange
Round table open form, you do not have to bring 
seeds to attend.
@ Madison Valley Public Library - Ennis

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
1 p.m. Annual Lions Club Texas Hold 
‘Em Poker Tournament
Annual Lions Club fundraiser @ the Silver Dollar 
Saloon, 131 E. Main Street, Ennis

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2 THROUGH 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
2026 Montana Soil Health Symposium
For more information or to register, please visit 
https://mtsoilhealth.org/
@ Billings Hotel and Convention Center - Billings

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
10 - 11 a.m. Part 2: To Have a Trust or a 
Will?
AARP Montana and Montana State University 
Extension are teaming up to present the free three-
part “Wednesday Wisdom” virtual workshop series 
on estate planning. Led by Dr. Marsha Goetting, MSU 
Extension family economics specialist, the sessions 
help Montanans make informed decisions about 
legacies, wills, trusts, probate avoidance and more.
@ All workshops are free via Zoom (registration 
required) and open to everyone, no AARP membership 
needed. Register and learn more at aarp.org/
WednesdayWisdom.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. The Chautauqua - 
Winter Series
A thoughtful mix of conversation, entertainment and 
appreciation of local artistic talent
If interested in performing, sign up by contacting 
Rank’s Mercantile at 406-843-5454 or ranksmerc@
yahoo.com
@ The Elling House - Virginia City

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
12 - 1 p.m. Rancher Roundtable: How 
well do you know your grasses?
Nacho Mama’s taco bar will be provided for lunch
@ Madison Valley Public Library - Ennis

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11
10 - 11 a.m. Part 3: Tools for Avoiding 
Probate
AARP Montana and Montana State University 
Extension are teaming up to present the free three-
part “Wednesday Wisdom” virtual workshop series 
on estate planning. Led by Dr. Marsha Goetting, MSU 
Extension family economics specialist, the sessions 
help Montanans make informed decisions about 
legacies, wills, trusts, probate avoidance and more.
@ All workshops are free via Zoom (registration 
required) and open to everyone, no AARP membership 
needed. Register and learn more at aarp.org/
WednesdayWisdom.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. The Chautauqua - 
Winter Series
A thoughtful mix of conversation, entertainment and 
appreciation of local artistic talent
If interested in performing, sign up by contacting 
Rank’s Mercantile at 406-843-5454 or ranksmerc@
yahoo.com @ The Elling House - Virginia City

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. The Chautauqua - 
Winter Series
A thoughtful mix of conversation, entertainment and 
appreciation of local artistic talent
If interested in performing, sign up by contacting 
Rank’s Mercantile at 406-843-5454 or ranksmerc@
yahoo.com @ The Elling House - Virginia City

MONDAYS
10 a.m. Bingo, Sheridan Senior Center

1:30 p.m. Seniors–Strong Body Strong 
Mind exercise program at the Ennis 
Senior Center 

2-3 p.m. Strong People Exercise 
Program at the Sheridan Senior Center

5:15 p.m. Meditation classes, Sheridan 
Library, 1st and 3rd Mondays

6:30 p.m. Pickleball in Sheridan. 
 Call Art Hall (406) 596-0427. 

7-8 p.m. American Legion Post 65 
meeting (2nd Monday of the month @ 
121 1st St - Ennis)

TUESDAYS
10 a.m. Madison County Board of 
Commissioners Regular Meeting
@ First Floor Public Meeting Room, Administrative 
Office Building, Virginia City. 
WebEx Login: https://madisoncounty.
my.webex.com/madisoncounty.my/j.
php?MTID=m41ec260e52fb051a5b5abad7194ef5ac 
Meeting Number: 2557 256 7614 Password: 
VCMadison 
Join by Phone: 1-650-479-3208 Password: 82623476 
Press *6 to mute or unmute

Noon-2 p.m. Thread Connection
Second & Fourth Tuesday of each month at the MV 
Public Library's Community Room (Ennis).  Bring your 
own (thread/yarn) project & supplies to share skills 
and social time.

4:30 p.m. - Madison County Democrats 
Association
Social Get Together. Please email 
madisoncomtdems@gmail.com for more information.

5 p.m. Twin Bridges Community 
Association 
Meets every second Tuesday of the month at 
Opportunity Bank. Come be a part of cherished local 
events and improvement projects.

6 p.m. Rotary Club of the Ruby Valley 
meeting
The Club meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Blue Anchor Café in Twin Bridges.

6 p.m. Twin Bridges Book Club 
Meets every third Tuesday of the month at the Blue 
Anchor.
Dinner at 6 p.m. with a meeting at 7 p.m.

5:30 - 7 p.m. Tuesday Market
@ Valley Collective (337 E Main St.) - Ennis. 

WEDNESDAYS
9 a.m. TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are from 9-9:30 a.m., meetings 
start at 9:30 a.m.  @ the Ennis Senior Center.

10 a.m.  - Noon Ruby Valley Veterans 
with VA issues/questions
Second Wednesday of the Month @ American Legion 
Post 89, Main Street, Sheridan, VA Service Officer at 
Post Bldg.

11 a.m. - 1 p.m. All veterans with VA 
issues/questions
First Wednesday of the month @ American Legion 
Post 65 in Ennis. 121 1st Street, Ennis

11 a.m. Books and Babies at Madison 
Valley Public Library
Books, songs and play for children 0-3 and their 
caregivers @ Madison Valley Public Library

11 a.m. Storytime for children 18 mos.- 
5yrs 
@ the Twin Bridges Public Library. Beginning Sept 
10th

1:30 p.m. Seniors—Strong Body Strong 
Mind exercise program at the Ennis 
Senior Center 
2-3 p.m. Strong People Exercise 
Program at the Sheridan Senior Center

5:30 p.m. First Wednesday of the 
month: Ennis Booster Club meeting 
Ennis Booster Club invites the community to join in at 
Sportsman's Lodge. 

6-8 p.m. Trivia Night 
Come join the fun every Wednesday night. Laughs are 
guaranteed, so bring your friends, grab a cold one and 
enjoy some friendly competition. @ Ruby Valley Brew 
in Sheridan.

6 p.m. Second and fourth Wednesdays: 
Ennis Lions Club meeting at the Ennis 
Fire Hall
Fellowship at 6 p.m. with the official meeting starting 
at 6:30 p.m. The public is welcome and encouraged 
to attend. 

THURSDAYS
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Open House with 
Commissioner Bill Todd
First Thursday of the month @ Ennis Library, 210 E. 
Main Street, Ennis, MT 59729

10 a.m.-12 p.m. Open House with 
Commissioner Bill Todd
Second Thursday of the month @ Big Sky Water & 
Sewer Conference Room, 561 Little Coyote Road, Big 
Sky

Second Thursday of each month
12 p.m. Special community lunch
RSVP 406.596.1304 @ Alder School - Alder

1 p.m. Madison Valley Manor Auxiliary 
is meeting at Madison Valley Manor
Held on the second Thursday of each month

2 p.m. Knitting group @ Sheridan 
Library

Every 1st and 3rd Thursday
2 p.m. Stitch and chatter
@ Twin Bridges Public Library - Twin Bridges

5:30 p.m. Madison County DUI Task 
Force Meeting
Will be held at Sheridan's Search and Rescue 
Building. 402 Main Street, Sheridan.
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend. 
Held the third Thursday of each month

6 p.m. Celebrate Recovery Group 
@ Ennis Assembly of God

7-9 p.m. Trivia Night @ the Gravel Bar
Main Street, Ennis

FRIDAYS
10:30 a.m.-noon: The Madison Valley 
Writers Group will meet twice monthly
First and third Fridays in the Fireside Room at 
Madison Valley Bank. All persons who enjoy writing 
are encouraged to attend.

11 a.m. Madison Valley Public Library 
Story Time
Held in person at the library community room.

1:30 p.m. Seniors–Strong Body Strong 
Mind exercise program @ the Ennis 
Senior Center 

2-3 p.m. Strong People Exercise 
Program @ the Sheridan Senior Center

6 p.m. Game Night at Virginia City Elks 
Lodge 
Call Tanya at (406) 660-1559 with questions. 

SATURDAYS
10 a.m. Madison Valley History 
Association (second Saturday of the 
month)
@ Madison Valley Public Library - Ennis

1 p.m. Pony VFW meets are held at 1 p.m. on 
the second Saturday of every month at the Pony Bar 
in Pony. 

6 p.m. Ennis Senior Center Pinochle 
@ Ennis Senior Center

SUNDAYS
1:30 p.m. Book Club @ Sheridan 
Library; 2nd Sundays

2 p.m. Sunday Bingo @ the Sportsman 
Lodge, Ennis

REGULAR EVENTS

Warm, winter sunset on the Jefferson River. PHOTO BY CORI KOENIG

Madison Conservation 
District January 
Board Meeting

Tuesday, January 20, 2026
at 12:00pm

at the Madison Valley 
Public Library

406-682-3181 | info@madisoncd.org 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC


