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Jamie Barta, Star Restaurant and Bakery - High elevation snowpack
concessionaire, steps away from the Nevada : on track for January 1
City business instead of signing the 15% of gross : DESPITE LACK OF VALLEY SNOW

¢ Submitted by TASHA GIBBY, Conservation Service (NRCS)

revenue contract presented by the DOC | NRCS nydrologist.
WHILE UNABLE TO SEE HOW THE 15% GROSS REVENUE CONTRACT IS SUSTAINABLE TO THE ontanas snowpack  owPack Is near to above

normal across most of the state.

OPERATION, HE STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF GETTING THE CONTRACT FILLED FOR THE accumulation Most major basins have 90-100%

As he walks away from his position as the concessionaire of the Star Bakery, Jamie Barta knows that nding and supportlng a new concessionaire is
important to his community. IMAGE COURTESY JAMIE BARTA

aire responsible for the restaurant
and two running the bakery, his

By MATI BISHOP
news@madisoniannews.com

COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE

e Star has been a
great pleasure,” said Barta in an

Virginia City in 1864. It moved
around Virginia City and then in

season began with
a stark elevational

: contrast. At lower elevations,

¢ winter started slowly, with warm
¢ temperatures and most precipi-

: tation falling as rain. At higher

: elevations, abundant precip-

¢ itation accumulated as snow

. despite above average tempera-

: tures.

“Statewide, snow water equiv-

: alent (SWE) is looking decep-
| © tively positive,” said Florence
: Miller, USDA Natural Resources

SNOW PACK continued on A2

of median SWE, with some
higher elevation drainages in the
northwest, Yellowstone and Big-
horn basins reaching 110-120%
of median. e Powder, Tongue,
and Lower Clark Fork basins
have lagged behind on snowpack
accumulation and are reporting
70-90% of median SWE. Lower
elevation snow monitoring
stations are generally reporting
less than 80% of median SWE,
around a 1- to 3-inch de cit.
Upper elevation stations are far-

Virginia City Tree
Board meeting

© Submitted by TIMBER PRUETT

e discussion at the tree board

: meeting on December 31 focused
: on the use of tree grant funds,
: noting that Brewery Park and the
: cottonwoods along lower Wallace
¢ Street are in need of tree work.

next town council meeting and
present a report, as well as create
and distribute yers regarding
grant funding that could be used
for tree trimming and/or removal
around Town. e Yyersencour-
age anyone who has tree issues

in Virginia City to contact the

contract was canceled on Jan. interview with e Madisonian. the 1950s or 60s, it was moved to e board agreed that grant Virginia City Town O ce and
amie Barta fell in love with 5. He has chosen not to sign the “Itis part of the community, has ~ Nevada City to provide a food and : funding should be focused on provide information to be relayed
the history of the Star Bakery  new contract, which required a an amazing history, not only in beverage venue for the Charles ~ : those areas, as well as replanting  to the tree board. e board
when he moved to Virginia ~ payment of 15% of gross revenue,  the community, butin Montanaas  Bovey operation. In that time, it~ : € ortswhere trees had beencut ~ agreed to meet at least quarterly,
Cityin2021,a er presented by the Montana Depart-  awhole. Itis the oldest restaurant  has been run by quite afew di er- down earlierin 2025. eboard  and scheduled the next meeting
three years as the concession-  ment of Commerce (DOC). in Montana originally opened in  ent concessionaires.” : decided that Allyson Adams, tree  for Jan. 31, 2026.

STAR BAKERY continued on A2 : board member, would attend the

briefs Virginia City Town Council

BY MATI BISHOP | NEWS@MADISONIANNEWS.COM JANUARY MONTHLY MEETING

. Submitted by TIMBER PRUETT  not anticipated at the time of
The first fire of the year is in the books | pucige adoption. Jim Jarvi,
: : e meeting kicked o withthe  Housing Coordinator contract-
On Jan. 12 Madison Valley Vol- B e . o hE "  appointment of David Baconas  ed by Madison County, gave a
unteer Fire Department responded o ' i

0k P L e Tl : Town Council President and the  detailed update on a ordable
toacall aboutagrass re near mile | " i IR et appointment of Justin Gatewood  housing in Madison County,
marker two on HWY 287 near the | e : as Mayor for 2026. e Town including a current project that

intersection with Varney Road. e
department was able to extinguish
the blaze before half an acre could
be burned according to Jennifer
Martens, the deputy director of
Emergency Management for Madi-
son County.

e cause of the re is unknown.
Residents are reminded to be cau-
tious of re danger in the valleys
where there has not been signi cant
moisture in the recent warm spells.

Eﬂ&““‘*d‘ mw@l
""‘t‘v L5

Madison County had their rst grass re of the year on Jan. 12 near the intersections of HWY 287 & Varney Road.

Council approved the hiring

: of Gene White, Treasure State

: Land & Water Law, PLLC, to

: address issues and remarks from
© the DNRC on the Town's senior
: water rights. e Council also

¢ approved Resolution 2026-01,

: amending street names and

; addresses to improve emergency
: service access for  rst respond-
§ ers, as well as Resolution 2026-
“ 02, which amended the budget
¢ for FY24-25 to cover expenses,

is underway in Twin Bridges

and potential projects to look at
within Virginia City. Addition-
ally, Allyson Adams of the Tree
Board gave a report, highlighting
the renewed Tree City USA status
for Virginia City, a tree inventory
project that is underway, and a
recently secured $12,000 grant to
address planting, tree safety, and
disease issues. e Town Council
also approved sta Christmas
bonuses before adjournment.

BRIEFS continued on A2 @ mostly grant-related, that were
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SO“th West SePlic

LOCALLY OWNED &
OPERATED SINCE 2007

Ry $ Mary Imai
We want your
stinkin’ business!

Get your butt on
the schedule!

swsmt@hotmail.com | swsmt.net

T
-E FENCING

LLC

CALL GARRETTHARSHBARGER

406-565-6870
Z-E

FOR ALL YOUR
FENCING NEEDS

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

It’s never too late to find balance.

PO Box 602
Ennis, Montana 59729
sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546

Insurance Accepted.

¢ Individual & Couples
Counseling

« Specializing in Adults
& Adolescents

- “THEY SAID |
(406) 596-3137
FOR ESTIVATES WAS FAST. |

SAID, ‘T JUST
HANG DRYWAL
LIKE | RUN.

WE I]I]N:T STOP UNTIL
THE JOB 5 DONE...
THEN WE GO HOME.

WATER WELL DRILLING, SOLAR PUMP SYSTEMS
FOR STOCK WATER, PUMP INSTALLATION,
SERVICE & REPAIRS

Serving Residential & Commercial Customers
in Madison County for over 30 years

QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE
PHONE (406) 842-5214

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE! \_/

SERVICE WORK
REMODELS - NEW CONSTRUCTION

WSON |,
AN
IHEATING B¢

&
COO

JOE VELAND
406-682-3999

PO BOX 987
ENNIS, MT

S, e [ LITRE
SN o 2 L

b = P Al 1
ran i

%

ing better, reporting 100-150%
of median SWE, a 3- to 7-inch
surplus for January 1.

“Lower elevation de cits
could catch up in a few storms,
similarly the higher elevation
surplus could dwindle with
adry January. Mid to high
elevation snowpack is the main
contributor to summer stream-

ow” explains Miller. “ is early
in the snowpack accumulation
season, snow conditions can
change signi cantly,and o cial
stream ow forecasts aren't yet
available. Summer stream ow
will depend on how the rest of
the winter and spring unfold.
For now, the snowpack in the
mountains is on track, despite
the unseasonable absence of
snow in the valleys.”

“December brought record
breaking precipitation,” said
Miller. “Of the 96 SNOTEL
stations within the state of
Montana, 70 recorded their
highest or second highest De-

STAR BAKERY from A1
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cember precipitation on record.”
Poorman Creek SNOTEL in the
Cabinet Mountains, recorded its
highest precipitation on record
(28 years), totaling 46.3 inches
since October, over half of the
median annual precipitation of
75.5 inches. In December alone,
the site recorded 22.8 inches

of precipitation. Statewide,
December precipitation ranged
from 170-300% of median. e
atmospheric river accentuated
December precipitation. At
many lower and mid elevation
SNOTEL sites, this precipitation
fell as rain that spurred unsea-
sonable snowmelt and elevated
river levels, contributing to the
historic ooding near Libby.
Warm temperatures and heavy
precipitation consolidated the
snowpack in a manner normally
reserved for spring snowmelt.
Snowpack density is high across
the state, resulting in lower
snow depths than usual for the
current SWE.

/nwce-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/. COURTESY NRCS

Water year to date precipita-
tion is above normal statewide,
around 115-150% of median.

e abundant precipitation
has helped soil moisture and
drought conditions statewide.
Soil moisture across much of
the state exceeds the 70th-90th
percentile, though some pockets
of below normal soil moisture
remain in central and southwest
Montana. Drought conditions
have improved, with around 51%
of the state experiencing abnor-
mally dry to extreme drought
conditions. isisasigni cant
decrease from the start of the
water year, where 78% of the
state was experiencing drought
conditions, and one year ago
where 93% of the state was ex-
periencing drought conditions.
Despite these improvements,
mountain snowpack and water
year precipitation remain the
primary drivers of runo and
summer stream ow.

More Information

A full report of conditions on
January 1 can be found in the
monthly Water Supply Outlook
Report available on the Montana
Snow Survey website. In addition,
real-time snow survey data can be
found at nrcs.usda.gov/montana/
SNOW-Survey.

For 90 years, NRCS has helped
farmers, ranchers and forestland
owners make investments in their
operations and local communities
to improve the quality of our air,
water, soil, and wildlife habitat.
NRCS uses the latest science and
technology to help keep working
lands working, boost agricultur-
al economies, and increase the
competitiveness of American
agriculture. NRCS provides one-
on-one, personalized advice and

nancial assistance and works
with producers to help them reach
their goals through voluntary,
incentive-based conservation
programs. For more information,
visit nrcs.usda.gov.

Barta’s experience with the Star
Restaurant and Bakery transcend-
ed the past as he experienced the
impact that the business has on
the modern community.

“Although the restaurant is
only open for four or ve months
during the summer, it has had a
great impact on the community
even before | was involved,” he
explains before launching into a
story about his early days as the
concessionaire.

“I was laying in my dentist chair
for a check up and when she
found out I would be running the
restaurant she shared that it was
her very rst job and what a great
experience it was,” he said. “  en
my hygienist chimed in and said
that her son was working for me.
It just ties the community feeling
in that much more. Friends and
family and locals provided great
support for the restaurant.”

Barta also works for Madison
County and did double shi s
while he was the concessionaire
for the Star Restaurant and Bak-
ery. A er consideration, he just
couldn't see how the new contract
o ered by the DOC could work.

“ e biggest reason | decided
not to sign was the increased price
of rent,” he explained. “ e lease
increased by seven or eight times
and also the increase of cost of any

repairs for the Heritage Commis-
sion’s equipment made it out of
reach for what revenue was being
takenin.”

“I've had a couple of conversa-
tions with April Armstrong, the
current Heritage Commission
director, and explained my costs
and how it would just not work
for me. 1 did say that | would be
happy to help facilitate the next
concessionaire that comes in hav-
ing institutional knowledge about
the restaurant, history, equipment
and building.”

In December the DOC canceled
all of the concessionaire contracts
for the Montana Heritage Com-
mission (MHC) and issued new
contracts, eight of which con-
tained 15% of gross revenue as the

nancial obligation for running
the turn-key businesses.  rough-
out the process they have pointed
to their obligation to standardize
the concessionaire contracts and
recoup the losses from the embez-
zlement and mismanagement by
former MHC executive director
Elijah Allen.

e DOC has listed the Star
Restaurant and Bakery as available
concessionaire opportunities
on their website. According to a
conversation with the DOC, there
has already been some interest in
the property.

Barta’s 20+ years of hospitality
experience was only a part of what
he brought to the table as the con-
cessionaire at the Star Restaurant
and Bakery.

“l am also involved with the
local FFA, the Women's Resource
Center, the Virginia City Rural
Fire Department, and the Elks
Lodge,” explained Barta who also
says he fell in love with Virginia
City during a Winter spent as the
caretaker of his brother-in-law’s
house. “I also serve on the county
tax appeal board, the library
board, the Virginia City Rural

Fire Department board, and the
Friends of the Library board.”

Of the eight properties that were
0 ered 15% gross revenue con-
tracts by the DOC, two have elect-
ed not to sign the new contract
and two have led for an emer-
gency injunction and temporary
restraining order to stop the DOC
from moving forward with the
cancellation of their contracts. At
press time it is unknown whether
the other four concessionaires
will sign the new contracts. e
situation has Barta concerned for
the future of his community.

“I think there's a lot of concern
with the changes that are happen-
ing, how it will a ect local private-
ly owned businesses as well as the
community as a whole,” he said.

“In doing research | found that
there is an economic impact to the
area of over $70 million, over a
half 1 million people visit the area
during the summer, and over 1200
jobs are created each season,” he
stated.

Virginia City mayor Justin
Gatewood has stated that the
eight establishments being o ered
the 15% gross revenue contracts
by the DOC account for roughly
40% of the resort tax revenue the
city receives each year and having
them closed for even one season
could do signi cant harm to the
city’s ability to function. Even as
he steps out of his role running
the Star, Barta knows that getting
a new concessionaire that can
succeed in that space is important
to the community and the DOC.

“It’s important that the Heritage
Commission and the Town of Vir-
ginia City work together and 1l
any empty spots to make sure that
this continues to be a tourist des-
tination that people still want to
visitand isa ordable,” he stated.

“I hope that future concession-
aires can carry on the history and
traditions, and maybe even create
new ones as well. I hope that the
state and the Montana Heritage
Commission are able to maintain
the history as well,” he concluded.

BRIEFS from A1

Madison Valley Hospital Inc. voted to change from a membership
based non-profit to a non-member non-profit organization

On Jan. 12 Madison Valley
Hospital Inc. had an all mem-
bers meeting for the purpose of
changing the structure of the
organization from a member
based non-pro t organization
to a non-member non-pro t

organization. e members voted
on the proposed changes to the
bylaws by a vote of 39 in favor

to 10 against the resolution. e
79.5% of the vote was enough to
pass the resolution and make the
changes to the corporate struc-

ture and by-laws.

e new board of directors for
the hospital will consist of seven
to nine members with three
positions reserved for the elected
trustees of the hospital district.

ere will be no election for
hospital trustees in the May 2026
election. Two of the ve current
seats will expire, shrinking the
board to three members.

Hunting and trapping for bobcats in region three to close at
midnight on Jan. 15

By order of the Montana Fish
and Wildlife Commission, the
hunting and trapping of bobcats

will close in Region 3on  urs-
day January 15th, at midnight.

For more information, visit
FWP's website at https://myfwp.
mt.gov/fwpPub/speciesHunting-

Guide?wmrSpeciesCd=BC to
check the current quota status.

Friends of the Madison Valley Public Library receives $9850
for semiquincentennial celebrations

e Montana 250th Commis-
sion is proud to announce the
recipients of its grant program,
awarding $419,721 to 32 orga-
nizations across Montana to
commemorate America’s 250th
anniversary in 2026. e grants
will support diverse projects that
deepen understanding of Mon-
tana's culture and heritage while
connecting communities to the

nation's semiquincentennial.

Following a call for submissions
in September, the Commission
received 84 applications request-
ing a total of $2,404,367 in fund-
ing. A review committee then
evaluated and scored all applica-
tions before presenting recom-
mendations to the full Commis-
sion, which voted to approve the

nal awardsa er discussion at its

December meeting.

"With recipients in commu-
nities as diverse as Kalispell
and Ekalaka, Sidney and Bultte,
these grants represent Montana's
commitment to commemorating
this historic milestone in ways
that re ect the unique character
of our state and its people," said
Commission Chair Chris Averill.
"From Indigenous history exhib-

its to veterans' memorials, from
oral history projects to educa-
tional programs, these initiatives
provide an opportunity for all
Montanans to engage with our
shared history and connect with
one another on a personal level.
We are excited to see the results
of these projects, and we thank
all applicants for sharing their
ideas with us."

BRIEFS continued on A4
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Saluting the psychedelic cowboy

BOB WEIR WAS A DAMN HIPPY THAT TOUCHED THE HEARTS
OF MANY A MONTANAN

By MATI BISHOP
news@madisoniannews.com

Bob Weir, the Grateful Dead
rhythm guitarist and singer who
passed away on Jan. 10 at age 78,
is hardly what you imagine as
aniconic gure in the Montana
music scene, but his loss is being
felt by music lovers, hippies and
even some cowboys all over the
Treasure State.

In 2022, a er the Yellowstone
River experienced a 1,000 year

ood, Weir showed up at Pine
Creek Lodge to be part of a three
day fundraising event organized
by his Dead and Co. bandmate
and Paradise Valley home owner
John Mayer. e event raised
emergency funds for the SW MT
Flood Relief Fund, a partnership
between the Park County Com-
munity Foundation and Greater
Gallatin United Way and cement-
ed Weir as a local legend in the
hearts of many Montanan’s who
walked away with the unforgetta-
ble experience of seeing a legend
in such an intimate venue.

Although Weir helped write two
of the Grateful Dead’s most iconic
psychedelic songs, e Other One
and Estimated Prophet, it was his
a nity for singing cowboy songs
that allowed him to transcend the
hippy jam band genre and appeal
to a wider fan base. He played
Merle Haggard’s outlaw country
classic 306 times with the Grate-
ful Dead and countless more with
his various side projects. Unfortu-
nately, as best we can tell, he never
played it live in Montana.

Weir did give Montana a tribute
to everyone’s shady uncle when he
played the John Robbins cover of
Me and My Uncle at the Grateful
Dead’s only Montana Show at Ad-
ams Field House in Missoula in
the Spring of 1974. He also sang as
the Dead covered Johnny Cash’s
Big River and Marty Robbins clas-
sic El Paso in the show that legend
says was the only Montana stop
in the history of the band because

Bob Weir was a larger than life gure for music lovers, hippies and more
than a few Montanans. IMAGE COURTESY DARCY WHEELER

Weir was hit with a plastic pitcher
thrown by the rowdy college
crowd. e show was released

as an Album called Dave’s Picks
Volume 9 and is available in video
form on Youtube.com.

In the early 2000s Weir per-
formed in Bozeman with his side
project Ratdog for crowds that
were no doubt composed of forest
service workers, river guides,
naturalists, teachers, students and
other free thinking people who
were drawn over the years to join
the ranchers and cowboys in the
state’s big open spaces. e setlist
of the 2001 show at the Emer-
son Center for Arts and Culture
included another performance of
Me and My Uncle, and focused on
Grateful Dead covers including
Feels Like a Stranger, Terrapin,
Lost Sailor and Touch of Grey.

In 2004 Ratdog gave more of
a psychedelic experience at the
Valley Ice Garden by weaving the
Grateful Dead’s iconic Dark Star
through a rstset that included
a cover of Bob Dylan’s Along

the Watch Tower. e second set
treated the audience to Estimated
Prophet and the Other One as
well as a cover of the Grateful
Dead’s Wharf Rat and the Crick-
ets Not Fade Away.

Weir’s Earthly form did fade
away on Saturday Jan. 10, leaving
an untold number of deadheads
begging for One More Saturday
Night, the title of Weir’s classic
show nisher that he closed the
1974 Missoula show with.

Since the passing of iconic guitar
player Jerry Garcia in 1995, a
mantra of deadheads worldwide
has been “the music never stops”
and this is just as true in Montana
as it is anywhere else. Weir's in u-
ence is felt regularly around Mon-
tana through the e orts of tribute
bands like Dead Sky and 710
Ashbury. Dead Sky is scheduled
to play what will likely be two
emotional nights at Pine Creek
Lodge on Jan. 23 and 24. Tickets
can be purchased in advance at
www.https://pinecreeklodge.com/
events.

MBC presents Sleeping Beauty

Submitted by MONTANA
BALLET COMPANY

Montana Ballet Company
(MBC) continues its 2025-26
season with the romantic, classic
story ballet, Sleeping Beauty, in
collaboration with the Bozeman
Symphony conducted by Norman
Huynh, at the Willson Auditori-
um on March 7 and 8, 2026.

Sleeping Beauty represented the

rst collaboration of the French
ballet master Marius Petipa and
Pyotr Tchaikovsky. Still one of
the most beloved and enduring
ballets of all time, this produc-
tion o ers a special opportunity
to experience MBC'’s interpre-
tation alongside Tchaikovsky’s
iconic score, performed by a full
Bozeman Symphony Orchestra
under Huynh’s direction.

“We are deeply excited for this
collaboration with the Bozeman
Symphony and grateful for the
artistry and generosity the musi-
cians bring to the stage. Having
Norman conduct our dancers for
the rst time—together with the
full symphony—is an exciting
and meaningful milestone for
MBC. e expanded orchestra
creates a rare and powerful
opportunity for ballet and live
music to meet in their fullest
expression, and we are honored
to share that experience with our
audiences.” Said MBC Artistic
Director, Melissa Bowman.

“I'm really looking forward to
this production and to collab-
orating with the artistic team
at Montana Ballet Company,”
said Bozeman Symphony Music
Director Norman Huynh. “What
excites me most is the expanded
pit, which allows us to bring a
larger orchestra into the perfor-
mance. Having a full orchestra in
the pit adds tremendous depth,
energy, and impact to the ballet—
it's going to be an incredible
experience for audiences.”

Norman Huynh is Music Di-
rector of the Bozeman Sympho-
ny and the Britt Music &amp;
Arts Festival in Oregon. He has
earned widespread acclaim for
his natural musicality, technical
command, dynamic presence on
the podium, imaginative pro-
gramming, and ability to connect

PHOTO COURTESY MBC

with new audiences. Huynh has
guest-conducted many of North
America’s leading orchestras,
including the New York Phil-
harmonic, St. Louis Symphony
Orchestra, San Diego Symphony,
Seattle Symphony, Minnesota
Orchestra, Oregon Symphony,
Detroit Symphony Orchestra,
and Rochester Philharmonic Or-
chestra, among others. A proud

rst-generation Asian American,
Huynh discovered classical music
as a 12-year-old trombonist in
Alabama. He resides in Boze-
man, where he enjoys stargazing,
board games, and spending time
with his family.

e tale of Sleeping Beauty,
known for its enchanting sto-
ryline and timeless appeal, has
captivated audiences for gener-
ations.  is beloved story, lled
with magic, love, and the tri-
umph of good over evil, follows a
young princess cursed to fall into
a deep sleep, only to be awak-
ened by true love’s kiss.  rough
its rich symbolism, memorable
characters, and enduring themes
of hope and destiny, Sleeping
Beauty continues to resonate
with viewers of all ages, securing
its place as one of the most cher-
ished ballets.

In addition to MBC’s profes-
sional company, more than two
dozen Academy dancers will

perform alongside the company
in this production.

Sleeping Beauty will run for
three performances, Saturday,
March 7,at 2 p.m.and 7 p.m. and
Sunday, March 8, at 2 p.m.

Sleeping Beauty Special Events

Step into a world where
fairytales come to life. MBC's
Spellbound is a glamorous gala

[led with music, magic, and
enchantment, created to support
the artistry and future of MBC.
Don elegant attire and an ornate
mask as you enter a storybook
realm of wonder, royalty, and
timeless romance.

You and your partner will be
swept o your feet as you learn
to waltz alongside MBC’s own
dancers—an unforgettable eve-
ning of elegance and joy.

Sponsored by US Bank Private
Wealth Management and Sanctu-
ary Interior Design, Spellbound
will be held at the Armory Hotel
on February 27 at 6 p.m.

To purchase tickets for Spell-
bound, visit MontanaBallet.org
or call 406.582.8702.

Seasona er season, MBC, a
501(c)(3) nonpro torganization,
produces quality performances,
enchanting audiences with new
and updated artistry of dance,
choreography, music, and design.

WOODSON RANCH WANDERINGS

JANUARY 14, 2026

Submitted by SUNNI HEIKES
BOD@GAARD
sunni@rubyhabitat.org

u ce it to say, this winter

has been a little bit out of

the ordinary. It’s as though
we bid farewell to our typical
warm summer moments and
marched through the transition
days of autumn. Here we
relished vibrant fall foliage, signs
of migrations and deer in rut.

We let these October moments
top o our internal fuel tank,
knowing that a white landscape
and frigid temperatures waited
assuredly in the wings to steal
our breath and unleash blizzards
that test the spirit.

Despite our anticipation of
our coldest season’s trajectory,
it feels as though we got stuck

.

]BUB

in the mild transition period.
We wake to what locals consider
unseasonably mild morning
temperatures, and the degrees
climb throughout the day with a
perplexing arc.

Should the sun shine down
through cloudless skies, the
warm air stirs and the raptors
soar high above snowless elds,
hunting for furry rabbits whose
whitened winter camou age
is now a liability against the
backdrop of brown.

e muskrat lodges piled high
with cattail stalks and bulrush
leaves seem like overkill,
making a person wonder if
the inhabitants are lounging
within in what feels like an
organic steam room. Beaver
dams continue to hold back

owing water, free from ice,
requiring more maintenance

k 2 kb a [
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and continuous supply of willow
branches.

e cow herds are likely
to explore widely, without
snowbanks and iced-over rivers
to discourage their travels. Even
the grasses have decided that the
growth of new leaves from the
sun-warmed soil seems oddly
appropriate.

Collectively, here we stand
scratching our hatless heads,
unzipping our down coats, and
regretting the thick wool sweater
in the mid-day sun. How long
will we wait for winter’s grand
entrance, and will we recall this
suspended fall in the years to
come?

Sunni Heikes Bodggaard is the
Program Director for the Ruby
Habitat Foundation’s Woodson
Ranch

TAT

O N

ENEWS UPDATES WITH ADDITIONAL CONTENT ARE AVAILABLE VIA EMAIL:

SUNNI HEIKES BODYJGAARD, Program Director

sunni@rubyhabitat.org |

www.rubyhabitat.org

Get

Submitted by CORINNA
CHRISTENSEN

ark your calendars
and shu e up your
schedules—the Ennis

Lions Annual Poker Tournament
is back! s year’s highly
anticipated event will take place
on Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026, at the
fun-loving Silver Dollar in
downtown Ennis. Each year, this
event brings together poker lovers,
community champions, and
curious newcomers for an evening
of laughter, luck, and giving back.
Whether you're a seasoned card
shark or just along for the fun,
this is your chance to ante up for a
great cause.

Last year’s tournament was a
full house of excitement, with 33
players packing the Silver Dollar,
countless rebuys keeping the
energy high, and an impressive
silent auction featuring thousands
of dollars in local business
donations. Local poker legend
John Benedict walked away with
top honors in 2025...but who will
take the title this year?

e 2026 tournament promises
all the same excitement, plus a
few surprises. You'll nd delicious
food (thanks to generous lunch
co-sponsors), high-stakes hands,
and incredible auction items.
Sponsorship opportunities exist
including a Title Sponsor , Dealer
Sponsor, and $100 business
supporters who help make

this one of the most successful
community events of the year.

More than just cards, this
tournament raises essential
funds for the Ennis Lions Club’s
scholarship programs and other
impactful community service
projects throughout the Madison
Valley and beyond. Whether
it’s vision screenings for kids,
park improvements, Easter Egg
Hunt, Father Day Fishing Derby,
Medical Equipment Loans or
many other service projects, the
Ennis Lions are always nding
ways to serve.

Last year's event raised over
$10,000—helping local students
and families in meaningful,
lasting ways.  is year, we're

aiming even higher.

ﬁ SO0
'

2025 Poker Tourment dealer Dennis and co-chairs Lion Michelle & Lion
Tony, and winners John and DJ. PHOTO COURTESY LION CORINNA

CHRISTENSEN

OPEN YEAR ROUND!

Ennis, MT

UNTEER

SPOTLIGHT

eady for the 2026 Ennis Lions

Poker Tournament!
A day of cards, community and a whole lot of fun

If you're inspired by the work
the Lions do, you don't need to
wait until tournament night to
getinvolved. e EnnisLions are
always looking for passionate,
service-minded individuals to
join the club. Learn more about
membership at ennismtlions.org
or simply chat with one of your
local Lions—you can’t miss them
in their bright yellow vests around
town.

So, dust o your poker face
and join us on February 1 for an
unforgettable night. Come to win,
come to give back, or just come for
the community spirit that makes
Ennis such a special place to call
home.

We'll see you at the tables!

The Lure Me Inn

& Condominium Association
www.luremeinn.com

OR 406.682.7100

TO SECURE A RESERVATION

ATRIP ADVISOR 5 BUBBLE RATED LODGE!

Welcome Home!
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- Madisonian Editorial Policy -

Editorials are intended to acquaint our readers with the
Editor’'s viewpoints on matters of public importance. Guest
editorials and letters from readers (Letters to the Editor) refect the
opinion of the writers and do not necessarily refect the opinion of
the Editor or the staf of The Madisonian.

- Press Release Policy -

*The Madisonian staf will give all press releases full consideration,
but ultimately retains the authority to determine whether or not to
publish releases.
+Content must be factual and objective.

«Content must not contain advertising language (such as “Thank
you,” “Congratulations,” “call now,” “to buy tickets for,” “now
showing,”) or include pricing.

«Items of a general business interest are appropriate for
advertising—see advertising policy and current rates.
*Content must not be derogatory to competing companies
or organizations.

*Content may only be submitted and published once.
*There are no guarantees that press releases will be published.
*The Madisonian may edit submissions for grammar and content.
*The Madisonian reserves the right to make all determinations
relative to the above policy.

- Letters to the Editor/Readers Speak Policy -
The Madisonian encourages the opinions of readers on public
issues and matters of local concern. Letters must be close to 350
words, and author may only submit twice monthly. Please include
the writer’'s name, address and phone number. The Madisonian
reserves the right to edit content for grammar, good taste and
libel. We also reserve the right to reject or delay publications.
We will not publish individual grievances about specifc
businesses or letters that are abusive, malicious or potentially
libelous.

Announcements, thank yous and letters of a commercial nature
will not appear in this column.

- Display & Classified Advertising Policy -

The Madisonian accepts most advertising, but may turn away any
advertisement for any reason. It is up to us to decide on placement
and content acceptability.

The advertisements in this publication are not necessarily
the opinion of or supported by The Madisonian.

Please note: Our client information is confdential.

~ Subscription Rates ~
In-State - $55/1 year or $95/2 years » Out-of-State - $65/1 year
or $105/2 years (e-Edition complimentary with print subscription)
 $55 - e-Edition only ¢ Snowbird (1/2 in-state, 1/2 out-of-state)
$60/1 year or $100/1 years
Postmaster: Please, Send Address Changes to:
The Madisonian, P.O. Box 1097, Whitehall, MT 59759
Phone 406-682-7755
Toll Free 1-888-238-7849
email: info@madisoniannews.com

HOURS OF BUSINESS:
Monday - Friday ~9 am - 5 pm - Call ahead as we’re often out
in the community and we want to serve you well!

Any submissions to our paper, including photos or content, may be used in
any of our print and digital products.

NEWS & ADVERTISING
DEADLINE

ANY ADS ACCEPTED AFTER THE FRIDAY DEADLINE OF 5 P.M. WILL BE

5 p.m. - Friday

CHARGED A $25 LATE FEE.

EDITOR’S NOTE:
The Madisonian does
not endorse the viewpoints or
statements of those who submit
letters to the editor.

Please do your own research
and check your facts.

i i TS S AN

BUYING OR BUILDING
~A'NEW:HOME? «
CONGRATULATIONS!

HAVE A SEPTIC TANK?

Be sure to locate and record the
location of your septic system especially
the lids to your tank.

Septic systems need regular maintenance.

We’re here for you when it’s time to have
your tank serviced or have any questions.

Call us at 406-683-2063

Thank you for your business all the
great people in Madison County!

Klasen. Septic

Dean Wayne Halse, a beloved
husband, son, father, grandfa-
ther, brother, and friend, passed
away peacefully in Scottsdale,
Arizona, on December 12, 2025,
at the age of 62.

Dean was the youngest of

ve children and the only boy,
raised in the rural community of
Sheridan, Montana. He attended
school in Sheridan and proudly
participated in basketball, foot-
ball, and track for the Sheridan
Panthers.

BRIEFS from A2

Obituaries

Dean Wayne Halse
December 12, 2025

Following high school, Dean
received his bachelor’s degree
from Montana State University.
Shortly therea er, in 1983, Dean
married his high school sweet-
heart, Ann, and they established
a new permanent home in
Bozeman, where together they
raised two sons, Bryson Kenneth
and Brady Dean. Dean enjoyed
watching his sons compete in
sports and treasured family time
spent on camping trips, amuse-
ment parks and beach vacations.
He had a special way of making
holidays extra special with his
famous scavenger hunts and
he cherished family traditions,
hearty meals and time sur-
rounded by loved ones.

Dean was a successful busi-
nessman who founded Execu-
tive Mailing Services out of his
sister’s garage. He employed
friends, family, and many others
to sort, label and deliver mail
throughout Gallatin County. His
dedication to hard work, cus-
tomer service, and the impact he
had on his employees spanned

27 years. Dean and Ann later
retired to Scottsdale, Ariz.

Dean’s true passionwas y sh-
ing, a love he developed while
spending time with his father
and grandfather on the streams,
rivers, and lakes of Montana.

He was happy to share his cra
with anyone who appreciated it,
welcoming the chance to take
others along, whether seasoned
anglers or rst-timers. He also
had a love-hate relationship with
golf but never shied away from a
friendly wager on the course.

Following his glioblastoma di-
agnosis, Dean was blessed to be-
come a grandfather to Matthieu
Dean and later Ayvah Ashley.
Nothing brought him more joy
than watching his grandchildren
walk into the room, instantly
lighting up his face. Dean’s wry
smile, o en paired with a playful
jab, will be fondly remembered
and greatly missed.

Dean is survived by his wife of
43 years, Ann; sons, Bryson and
Brady (Elina); grandchildren,

Matthieu and Ayvah; and his
mother, Patricia Halse. He is
also survived by sisters, Pamela
Halse, Suzan (Pete) Stommel,
Cynthia Stutsman, and Kristie
(Don) Kirby.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Kenneth Halse;
grandparents, Pete and Edna
Narancich and Happy and
Mabel Halse; cousin, Todd
Narancich; uncle, Dean
Narancich; and his nephew, Cole
Walter.

In lieu of owers, memorial
donations may be made to the
Gray Matters Foundation (www.
graymattersfoundation.org)
or the Wild Trout Foundation
(www.savewildtrout.org).

A Celebration of Life will be
held in the summer of 2026.
Details will be shared at a later
date.

Arrangements are in the care of
Dokken-Nelson Funeral Service.
www.dokkennelson.com

Northwest Energy warns of scams targeting Montanans

NorthWestern Energy is
receiving widespread reports of
scammers attempting to steal
money from Montanans.  ese
criminals are calling Montan-
ans and falsely claiming energy
service will be shut o unless an
immediate payment is made.

ese threats are not legitimate.
Energy service providers never
demand instant payment or
threaten customers with sudden
disconnection.

Customers with past-due
accounts receive multiple notices

well in advance of any service
interruption. A service discon-
nection will never come as a
surprise.

NorthWestern Energy urges
Montanans to stay vigilant and
avoid sharing personal or nan-

cial information with anyone
demanding immediate payment.

Learn more about how to pro-
tect yourself from scammers—
or report a scam attempt—at
https://www.northwesternenergy.
com/scamalert.

2026 ServeMontana awards open for nominations

e Governor's O ce of Com-
munity Service (GOCS) an-
nounced today that nominations
for the annual ServeMontana
Awards are how open.

is award has recognized

Montanans from across the
state for over 10 years.  is
year nominations are open until
March 31st, 2026. e public is
encouraged to nominate individ-
uals and groups of all ages and
backgrounds for their outstand-
ing volunteerism and leadership.
All service must be performed
in Montana or by Montanans.

e ServeMontana Awards are
presented in partnership with
Montana’s Credit Unions.

“We encourage Montanans to

nominate outstanding communi-
ty volunteers from every corner
of our great state” said Sarah R.
Sadowski, Director of GOCS.

“ eindividuals and groups

who volunteer are essential to
communities and preserve our
Montana way of life. We look for-
ward to honoring the people who
make positive impacts through
volunteer service.”

Ideal individual nominees are
people of all ages and groups
who:;

« Impact change in others’ lives
through volunteerism

» Demonstrate a strong commit-
ment to serving their community

< Engage in service that signi -
cantly bene ts others

« Exhibit leadership through
service

« Represent determination and
perseverance

« Isan AmeriCorps Alum (State
& National, VISTA, and NCCC)

* Are serving with AmeriCorps
Seniors (Foster Grandparents,
Retired Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram, Senior Companions)

Group nominee categories
include:

« Group Service Award (non-
pro t, faith-based, general): A
team of people who positively
impact their community through
meaningful volunteer service.

« Business Service Award (small,
mid-size, large, entrepreneur/

partnership, enterprise/ corpora-
tion): A business that has made
an impact through community
volunteerism or has a record of
supporting volunteerism through
policies and practices.

To learn more and submit a
nomination, visit serve.mt.gov or
go to https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/2026SMA. Selected
awardees will be noti ed in May
and honored at a ceremony in
June. eGovernor'sO ce of
Community Service expands
and promotes national service
and community volunteerismin
Montana and engages citizens in
service. For more information,
visit serve.mt.gov.

Montana Farmers Unlon scholarships
APPLICATION WINDOW OPEN THROUGH APRIL 3

Submitted by MONTANA
FARMERS UNION

Montana Farmers Union Foun-
dation is pleased to again ofer
scholarships, with applications
now open through April 3.

“With education being a found-
ing pillar of Montana Farmers
Union, these scholarships help
further the mission of our Foun-
dation by supporting the next
generation of Montana’s agri-

cultural producers, leaders, and
changemakers,” MFU's Execu-
tive Director Rachel Prevost said.
“Investing in the next generation
will help us continue to build
strong rural communities and
ensure the future of family farm
agriculture.”

The scholarships are one of
the ways MFU supports family
farmers and ranchers through
education, with the grassroots
organization awarding $15,000
in scholarships in 2025 alone.

Scholarships available this year
include the Bud Daniels Memori-
al Scholarship ($1,000), the John
Korsbeck Memorial Scholar-
ship ($1,000), and the Cascade
County-wide Farmers Union
Local ($1,000) Chouteau County
Farmers Union Local ($500),
Montana Farmers Union Schol-
arships ($1,000), and Flathead
County-wide Farmers Union
Local (3500) scholarships.

High school seniors, current
college students, and non-tradi-

tional students are encouraged to
apply by April 3. Applicants must
be MFU members; Montana FFA
and 4-H members receive free
MFU memberships upon request.
MFU members also are eligible
for several National Farmers
Union scholarships. Learn more
at nfu.org.

More information and the ap-
plications are available at https://
montanafarmersunion.com/edu-
cation/scholarships-grants/.

Barry named State Conservationist for
NRCS in Montana

Submitted by TASHA GIBBY

Gayle Norman Barry has been
sGayle Norman Barry has been
selected as the state conserva-
tionist for USDA's Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service
(NRCS) in Montana. Barry be-
gan serving as the temporary,
acting state conservationist
in July. She is responsible for
NRCS operations that support
private land managers state-
wide. These duties include the
implementation of voluntary
conservation through technical
and financial assistance, the
Natural Resources Inventory,
water supply forecasting, soil
survey mapping, and the Plant
Materials Center in Bridger.

“I am committed to lead-
ing NRCS in the state with a
Montana spirit of adventure,
purpose, innovation, and
community to best support ag
producers and conservation
partners,” said Barry. “NRCS
has the important role of pro-
viding free, science-based con-

servation assistance to farmers,
ranchers, and foresters that
work to care for the natural
resources our rural economy is
based on.”

Most recently, Barry has
served as the Western Con-
servation Liaison for NRCS’s
Western Regional Office. She
has held senior leadership
roles with NRCS since 2012.
Her leadership has spanned
major conservation initiatives,
including overseeing imple-
mentation of the largest-ever
investment in private working
lands conservation—through
NRCS voluntary programs.

As a lifelong Bobcat, she holds
a degree from Montana State
University and brings a pas-
sion for conservation and the
farmers, ranchers, foresters,
and tribal nations that care for
the land, rooted in her family’s
small grain and cattle ranch in
Springhill, Montana.

Barry may be reached at the
NRCS state office in Bozeman
at 406-587-6811.

PHOTO COURTESY NRCS




A5

THE MADISONIAN January 15, 2026

CHOOSE AN AGENT TO WORK FOR YOU THAT HAS HONESTY & INTEGRITY!

Thinking of Selling - Let’s get it SOLD!

MADISON COUNTY DISPATCH

IN AREAS WITH LOW CELL SERVICE, A TEXT MESSAGE MAY

E——— -

e T Py
21 N. ENNIS LAKE RD- MCALLISTER MT
$995,000 | 3+/- Acres | MLS# 402259

4 BR, 3 BA, 3108 sqft home with large barn
and quick access to the lake

CALL/TEXT Dot or Melinda Merrill
F‘E_ e - el

8 MONTANA WAY, ENNIS MT

$1,999,995 | 2.8 +/- Acres | MLS# 403440
4 BR 3.5 BA 3656 sqft custom home w/large 3 bay garage
Views of the Madison Mountains & quick drive to river

CALL/TEXT Dot or Melinda Merrill

37 STAGGERS LN SOUTH, CAMERON MT
$695,000 | 20 +/- Acres | MLS# 406684

4 BR, 3 BA, 3108 sqft, completely remodeled built-in dog
kennel and a 9’ x 16°cedar greenhouse, full hook-up RV pad.

CALL/TEXT Dot or Melinda Merrill

$425,000 | 20.82 Acres | MLS#404298
IRRIGATED land, access off of county road borders
public lands with lots of recreational opportunities

CALL/TEXT Dot Merrill

4

LOT 74 SHINING MOUNTAINS UNIT 2, ENNIS MT

$295,000 1 5.23 +/- Acres | MLS#405646
IRRIGATION ability and forever
unobstructed views over Wig Wam Canyon

CALL/TEXT Dot or Melinda Merrill

LOT 25 SUN WEST RANCH, CAMERON MT

$395,000 | 6.53 +/- Acres | MLS# 394459
Gorgeous views of the Madison Valley
Access to river, hiking trails and 1600+ acres

CALL/TEXT Dot or Melinda Merrill

MONTANA! /OUTDOOR Scan
for more
PROPERTY GROUP ..
listings
low

A

Dot Merrill Chad Davis

Melinda Merrill Jason & Joszie
BROKER BROKER SALES AGENT Driear
406.570.9067 406.596.4288 406.579.4270 REALTOR/BROKER
DotRealEstateMT MelindaRealEstateMT 406RealEstate@gmail.com e 220 1 A0n
; i 406-439-1486
@gmail.com @gmail.com 17 YEARS EXPERIENCE Driears@gmail.com

29 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-Keeping stats and market
trends since 1997
-Contrary to Ennis rumor...
LOL NOT retiring!!

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-Ranch Experience
-Internet Marketing
-Web-site Marketing

-Drone & Professional
Photography

-4th generation
Montana Native
-Show anytime - anywhere
-Social media marketing

26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-4th generation Montanan
-Live and breath Montana

105 E MAIN STREET = ENNIS, MT

Great Services Under One Roof!

fDM: 07 GUTTER

Resicentisl & Commercisl Seambess Rain Gutters
CONSTRUCTION

H
NSUEATION

Locally Owned & Operated

Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!

406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2 - Ennis, Mt 59729

Pel o Tre \)\Jeek
...... Pecause s time 1o meef your, maich

Greetings furriends. I'm looking for a furrever home. I was found as a stray
or I was dumped. I can’t tell you as we don’t speak the same language.

I'm a nice guy. I'm current on all my shots as I tested negative for
FIV//FeLV [whew] and neutered. I like other cats and
humans, but I hissed at the dog so I'm not sure if I
would get used to one or not. I'm litter box trained. I
like it indoors, but in the summer I wouldn’t mind being
in a catio. I'm playful and like playing with a toy and
catnip. Purrease all Misty at (406)439-1405
and ask about adopting me. -Thanks, Donald

The ADdadisonian.
Your partner in community.
advertise In

You can
donate to them also
as it helps feed us and
take care of us medically.
You can see us on Adopt-
A-Pet, PetFinder,
RescueMe.org and
Facebook

The Madisonian.
call 406-682-7755 to make a plan.

Check us out on social media! (i3

BE SENT TO 911 IN CASE OF EMERGENCY.

JANUARY 4

* 911 open lines occurred in Big Sky
and Ennis.

* Harassment was reported in Ennis.

* Ambulance calls originated in
Ennis and Big Sky.

* A missing person was reported in
Sheridan.

¢ A civil service was conducted in
Sheridan.

* A patient was transported to Dillon
via ambulance.

* Follow up was initiated in Sheridan
and Virginia City.

* A warrant service was conducted in
Virginia City

* A traffic complaint was filed in
Sheridan..

* Livestock complaints were reported
in Silver Star.

* Targeted patrol was conducted in
Harrison.

JANUARY 5

* Traffic stops were conducted in
Silver Star and Twin Bridges.

* A deputy query originated in Ennis.
* Follow up was initiated in Ennis.

* 911 open lines were reported in
McAllister, Butte and Virginia City.

* 911 hangups occurred in Ennis.

* Civil services were conducted in
Ennis.

¢ A welfare check was conducted in
Norris.

* Ambulance calls originated in Big
Sky and Ennis.

* Theft was reported in Silver Star.

* Targeted patrols were conducted in
Cameron and Ennis.

* Community events were patrolled
in Sheridan.

¢ A motor vehicle accident was
reported in Sheridan.

* An agency assist was conducted
in Ennis.

¢ A motor vehicle slide off was
reported in Big Sky.

* A traffic complaint was filed in
Norris.

¢ A scam crime was filed inSheridan.

JANUARY 6

* A welfare check was conducted in
Ennis.

* Targeted patrols were conducted in
Ennis and Sheridan.

* Traffic stops were conducted in
Ennis.

* Wildlife complaints were reported
in McAllister.

* Follow up was initiated in Ennis
and Whitehall.

* Deputy or officer queries were
initiated in Ennis and Virginia City.
* A warrant service was conducted
in Ennis.

* A scam crime was reported in Pony.

* Court duty or service was
conducted in Virginia City.

* A death investigation occurred in
Ennis.

* Theft was reported in Pony.

* A standby to assure the peace
occurred in Sheridan.

* A traffic complaint was filed in
Cameron.

* Property damage was reported in
Sheridan..

* Roadway hazards were reported in
Cameron.

* Ambulance calls originated in
Ennis and Sheridan.

JANUARY 7

* A roadway hazard was reported in
Norris.

* Targeted patrols were conducted in
Ennis and Cameron.

¢ A motor vehicle accident was
reported in Norris.

* Suspicious circumstances were
reported in Harrison.

* Traffic stops were conducted in
Ennis.

¢ A citizen or motorist assist was
conducted in Norris.

* A deputy or office query was
conducted in Virginia City.

* A livestock complaint was filed in
Silver Star.

* Information was requested in
Sheridan.

* Follow up was initiated in Ennis.

* A 911 hang up occurred in Twin
Bridges.

* Court duty or service was
conducted in Virginia City.

* A parking complaint was filed in
Big Sky.

* A death investigation was
conducted in Silver Star.

* A permitted burn occurred in
Cardwell.

* An ambulance call originated in
Ennis.

* An ambulance transport to Gallatin
County occurred.

* A traffic complaint was filed in
McAllister.

JANUARY 8

* A livestock complaint was filed in
Ennis.

* Targeted patrols were conducted in
Ennis and Sheridan.

* Traffic stops were conducted in
Ennis and Sheridan.

* Standbys to assure the peace were
conducted in Ennis and Sheridan.

* A civil service was conducted in
Virginia City.

* Follow up was initiated in Pony in
Ennis.

* Court duty or service was
conducted in Virginia City.

¢ A citizen or motorist assist was
conducted in Virginia City.

* An ambulance transported a
patient to Bozeman.

* A stolen vehicle was reported in
Ennis.

* Fire/smoke was reported in Big Sky.
* Threats were made in Ennis and
Sheridan.

* An attempt to locate was
conducted in Boulder.

* A motor vehicle accident was
reported in Big Sky.

* A suspicious person was reported
in Ennis.

* A livestock complaint was filed in
Ennis.

* An ambulance call originated in
Big Sky.

* A dog complaint was filed in
McAllister.

* An event or community was
patrolled in Big Sky.

* A deputy or officer query occurred
in Ennis.

* Harassment was reported in
Sheridan and Virginia City.

JANUARY 9

* Traffic complaints were reported in
Twin Bridges, Silver Star, McAllister
and Waterloo.

* Theft was reported in Ennis.

* Targeted patrols were conducted
in Ennis.

* Follow up was initiated in Ennis
and Great Falls.

* 911 hang ups occurred in Big Sky
and Sheridan.

* Traffic stops were conducted in
Ennis, McAllister and Cameron.

* Ambulance calls originated in
Sheridan and Big Sky.

* A motor vehicle accident was
reported in Sheridan.

* A welfare check was conducted in
Ennis.

* A 911 open line occurred in Ennis.

* A disabled vehicle was reported in
Twin Bridges.

* Events or community were
patrolled in Sheridan.

* A deputy or office query was
conducted in McAllister.

* Stalking was reported in Twin
Bridges.

* A prisoner transport to Great Falls
occurred.

* A civil service was conducted in
Sheridan.

* An agency assist was conducted
in Laurin.

* A natural gas leak was reported in
Big Sky.

* An ambulance call originated in
Big Sky.

* A citizen or motorist was assisted
in Harrison.

JANUARY 10

* A disturbance of the peace was
reported in Sheridan.

* A death was investigated in
Sheridan.

* Ambulance calls originated in
Whitehall, Ennis and Alder.

* A citizen or motorist was assisted
in Twin Bridges.

* Civil services were conducted

in Sheridan, Harrison and Twin
Bridges.

* Traffic stops were conducted in
Ennis, Silver Star, Cameron, Norris
and Harrison.

* Targeted patrols were conducted in
Sheridan, Norris and Twin Bridges.
* 911 open lines occurred in Big Sky.
* A roadway hazard was reported

in Pony.

* An abandoned vehicle was
reported in Harrison.

* A dog complaint was filed in
Virginia city.

* Harassment was reported in
Sheridan.

* An animal bite was reported in
Ennis.

* Standbys to assure the peace were
conducted in Sheridan.

* A civil matter not for the law was
reported in Ennis.

* A suspicious person was reported
in Butte.

* An agency assist was conducted
in Ennis.

* A welfare check was conducted in
Melrose.

There were 202 Calls for Service
between Jan. 4 and Jan. 10, 2026.

STUDENTS
OF THE VEEK

JAXTEN RANSOM

HARRISON SCHOOL’S
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Jaxten has been selected as our Elementary Student of the Month
for his quiet positivity, kind nature, and steady growth. While he
may come across as shy at first, Jaxten is consistently helpful,

encouraging, and eager to do the right thing. He brings a calm and
positive presence into his classroom each day. Jaxten works hard in
his studies and has made great strides across all subject areas. His
effort and determination are clear in the progress he continues to
make, and he takes pride in learning and improving. He approaches
his schoolwork with care and a willingness to grow. One of the most
joyful sights in the building is Jaxten skipping through the halls, a
simple reminder to everyone that it is going to be a wonderful day.
His positivity is contagious, and we are proud to recognize Jaxten, a
fourth grader, as our Elementary Student of the Month.

Jack has been selected as our Junior High and High School Student
of the Month for his positive energy, strong work ethic, and genuine
care for others. He brings a bubbly attitude into the building each
day and is always willing to lend a hand, whether that means helping
a classmate, supporting a team, or stepping up when something
needs to be done. Jack works hard to do the right thing and
encourages those around him to do the same. He shows a strong
sense of responsibility and takes pride in being a positive influence
among his peers. While he has a busy mind and plenty of energy, he
channels that drive into giving his best effort both in the classroom
and in athletics.

Through his determination, helpful nature, and commitment to
growth, Jack sets a great example for our JH and HS students. We are

Y | WE ARE
‘JESSEY:RGPER;IIES P UD
AOUY

HEALTY

KRISTIE VESSEY
BROKER - Licensed in MT

406.580.1842

EnnisMTRealEstate.com
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Students named to MSU-Northern’s
Fall 2025 Semester Dean'’s List

Submitted by MSU- and earn a grade point average instead of a hometown address,
NORTHERN of 3.25 or better. Students that and thus are listed in the Havre
received a pass, incomplete or listing).
The Montana Statg Univer- ‘.‘F ” during this semester are not SHERIDAN
sity-Northern’s Spring semes- included on the honor roll listing. Ian D. Frederick
ter Dean’s List contains 377 The following list of students
students. To be included in is organized alphabetically by WHITEHALL

Reilly J. Slater
Cyrus W. Tebay

the Dean’s List, students must
carry a minimum of 12 credits

hometown (please note that many
students give a Havre address

University of Montana students named to Fall
Semester Dean’s List and President’s 4.0 list

Submitted by UNIVERSITY OF
MONTANA

More than 3,000 students at the
University of Montana made the
fall semester 2025 Dean’s List or
President’s 4.0 List.

To qualify, students must be
undergraduates, earn a semester
GPA of 3.5 or higher and receive
grades of A or B in at least nine
credits. Students who receive a
grade of C+ or less or no credit
(NC/NCR) in a course are not
eligible.

e students on the lists below
made UM’s fall semester 2025
Dean’s List or the President’s
4.0 List. Double asterisks a er a
name indicate the student earned
a4.0 GPA. Assingle asterisk indi-
cates a GPA greater than 3.5 but
less than 4.0.

BIG SKY
Chloe Coleman*
Trygve Wilkan*

CARDWELL
Annabelle Welch**

ENNIS

Gillian Gilbert**
Addison Oliver**
William Whitehurst**

HARRISON
Ollie King*

SHERIDAN
Brooke Barnosky**
Ashley Christensen*

SILVER STAR
Kyie Salerno*

TWIN BRIDGES
Madison Baughn**
Matthew Kaiser**

WHITEHALL
Samuel Konen*

Students of the Month for Sheridan Schools

Submitted by EMILY K - Lark Kerins 7 - Parker Walter
MCPARLAND 1 - Raija Smith 8 - Kaitlin Bartolomei
2 - Summit Kerins 9 - Nathan Brummell
3 - Vergil Messerly 10 - Madilyn High

4 - Isabel Romkema 11 - Titus Horn

5 - Cooper Walter 12 - JT Martens

6 - Jaxon Schrank

ENNIS LIONS CLUB

Ho[ﬁléﬁB K K I8 TOURNAMENT
with

Hosted by the Silver Dollar Saloon .
131 E. Main Street - Ennis, MT §jjent Auction

SUNDAY-FEB 1-2026-1:00 PM

RITEC. $125 Buy In for $3000 in Chips
PRILES: Unlimited $50 Re-Buys for $3000 more Chips
1sr $1000

for first 1.5 hours
_ $25 Add-On for $1500 additional Chips
ZND 5550 (one time only, end of 4th round)
3n $330 Register & Pay Before Event Day
4t $200 to enter drawing for FREE ENTRY FEE
Proceeds from this event will be designated to Ennis Lions Club General Fund.

Thank you for supporting the Ennis Lions Club, we look forward to seeing you on
Sunday, February 1st at The Silver Dollar. Sincerely, The Men & Women of Ennis Lions Club

Prize amounts based on 36 players. See Tournament Rules.

Creedance Allen*

Sheridan Schools is very pleased
to announce the Students of the
Month. Students are chosen by
faculty and sta members based
on the following criteria: Citizen-
ship, Leadership and Academic
Attitude.

REGISTRATION FORM

Register & Pay before event day to enter drawing for FREE ENTRY FEE

__ My Business Would Like to be a Sponsor ... $100
__ My Business Would Like to be a Sponsor and Participate as a Player ... $225
| Would Like to Participate as a Player ... $125

BUSINESS / PLAYER NAME

PHONE
ADDRESS

RETURN FORM & PAYMENT TO TONY TREGLIA at 701 Bauer Lane, Ennis, MT 59729
Make Checks Payable to ENNIS LIONS CLUB. Questions? Call Tony 406-682-7100

The Madisonian.
advertise in The Madisonian.

call 406-682-7755 to make aplan.
Your partner In community.

Check us out on n
social media!

SNHU announces Fall 2025
President’s List

: Submitted by SNHU

It is with great pleasure that

: Southern New Hampshire

¢ University (SNHU) congratulates
. the following students on being

¢ named to the Fall 2025 Presi-

¢ dent’s List.

e fall terms run

from September to December.

Full-time undergraduate
students who have earned a
minimum grade-point average of
3.700 and above for the reporting
term are named to the President's
List. Full-time status is achieved

by earning 12 credits over each
16-week term or paired 8-week
terms grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

Kelsie Tate of Sheridan
Kindra Todd of Ennis

2026 Montana Soil Health

© Submitted by MADELINE
: LARSON

e 2026 Montana Soil Health

¢ Symposium will open with

. the pre-conference workshop

: “Marketing Avenues: Produc-

. er Perspectives.” A panel of

¢ producers will share how they

: chose their marketing paths, how
. location shaped their options,

: what they've learned along the

¢ way, and how they've adapted

¢ their strategies to t the realities
: of their operations.

roughout the Soil Health

: Symposium, attendees will hear
¢ keynote addresses from well-

: known voices in regenerative

¢ agriculture and soil health,

including Peter Byck, Immak-
er and professor at Arizona

State University, who explores
grazing, biodiversity, and soil
carbon through his research and
documentary Roots So Deep; Dr.
Don Huber, Professor Emeritus
of Plant Pathology at Purdue
University, whose decades of
research have focused on nutri-
ent-disease interactions, soil-
borne pathogens, and microbial
ecology; and Phil Jerde, a South
Dakota bu alo rancher and prac-
titioner of holistic management,
who uses bison to restore native
prairie and demonstrate how
livestock can drive large-scale
regenerative outcomes.

Twelve breakout sessions will

Symposium
feature additional producers and
technical specialists diving into
what's working on the ground,
including tools, practices, and
lessons learned in the push for
healthier soil and more resilient
operations. is year, 18 produc-
ers will share the changes they
have made on their operations
to improve both their natural
resources and economic viabil-
ity. e Soil Health Symposium
will close with a keynote panel
dedicated to questions, shared
insights, and re ections on the
conversations that emerged
throughout the event.

For more information or to
register, please visit https://mt-
soilhealth.org/

Use IRS Free File to conveniently
file your return at no cost

© Submitted by JENNIFER L
| SCALES

IRS Free File began accepting

¢ individual tax returns, giving

: eligible taxpayers an early oppor-
: tunity to prepare and le their

: federal income tax returns ahead
- of the o cial start of the 2026

ling season later this month.

While the ling season begins
later this month, IRS Free File
Guided Tax So ware allows
taxpayers to prepare and submit
returns now and hold them for
electronic ling once the season
o cially begins.

For 2026, eight private-sector
partnersare o ering guided
taxso ware products through
IRS Free File to taxpayers with
an Adjusted Gross Income of
$89,000 or less in 2025.

Taxpayers with an AGI above
$89,000 can use the Free File
Fillable Forms, available begin-
ning Jan. 26.  ese electronic
versions of IRS paper forms are
ideal for individuals who are
comfortable preparing their own
taxes using IRS instructions and
publications.

Understanding IRS Free File

Each IRS Free File trusted
partner sets its own eligibility
requirements, which may include
age, income, state residency and
military status. Taxpayers and
active-duty military personnel
with an AGI of $89,000 or less in
2025 can nd afree federal ling
option; some partnersalso o er
free state tax return preparation
and ling.

Claim tax credits at no cost

IRS Free File allows eligible
taxpayers to claim valuable tax

g

Ennis Rodeo Association
ANNUAL STOCKHOLDER MEETING

Wednesday, January 2157, 2026
7:00PM « SPORTSMAN’S LODGE

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

326 5 Main Street, Twin Bridges
$650,000 | #404770 | 406.640.1655
Charming 3,007 sf Craftsman home built in 1915 offers

timeless elegance & modern comfort. 4 bed, 3 bath,
original hardwood floors and built-ins, large sunroom,
fireplace, enclosed front porch, With a newly remodeled
650+ sf guest house with an attached 2-car garage.

=¥ Miranda Wheeler
Broker
406.640,1655 | miranda.wheeler@hbhhsmt.com

Broxer

=
i

2 Mandolynne Lane, Sheridan
$435,000 | #405778 | 406.640.1655

A welcoming blend of space & flexibllity in a peacefu

rural setting. 3 bed/2 bath manufactured home detitled

1,764+ sf on the main level & 1,560+ sf of unfinished

basement. A spacious mudroom with exterior access for

pets and storage, 1.02+ acres, no Zoning or covenants

bene ts, including the Earned
Income Tax Credit, the Child
Tax Credit and other refundable
credits. Refundable tax credits
can reduce the amount of tax
owed or result in a refund, even if
no tax is due.

Howto nd the right IRS Free
File product

Taxpayers can nd the right
product by visiting IRS.gov/freef-
ile and:

1. Select “Explore Free Guided
Tax So ware”, then select the
“Find a Trusted Partner” tool
for help in  nding the right
product, or

2. Use “Browse All Trusted Part-
ners” to review each o er,

3. Choose the product that best
ts their situation, and

4. Follow the links to the trusted
partner's website to begin their
tax return.

IRS Free File works on comput-
ers, smartphones or tablets.

2026 IRS Free File participants

e following trusted partners
are participating in IRS Free File
for 2026:

1. 1040Now
2. Drake (1040.com)

3.ezTaxReturn.com (0 ers En-
glish and Spanish)

4. FileYourTaxes.com
5.0n-Line Taxes

6. TaxAct

7. TaxHawk (FreeTaxUSA)
8. TaxSlayer

IRS Free File helps taxpayers
save money and le their taxes
quickly and securely. For more
information or to get started on
a tax return today, visit IRS Free
File: Do Your Taxes For Free.

MONTANA
PROPERTIES

Nk e

Miranda Wheeler

406.640.1655 | miranda.wheeler@bhhsmt.com

SHERIDAMN: 406.842.5650

TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686 A merrbor of B i

Or visit us online at bhhsmt.com
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Advertise in The Madisonian. Call 406-682-7755 to make a plan.

MADISON COUNTY

HEATING
& COOLING

Give us a call or send us an email
for all of your HVAC needs.

WE COVER MADISON, JEFFERSON, SILVERBOW,
BEAVERHEAD & GALLATIN COUNTIES.

Call Ken at 406-221-6677 or email ken@3rivers.net

GATES EXCAVATION INC.

SKIDSTEER, BACKHOE, VIBRATORY ROLLER
LARGE & SMALL EXCAVATORS

Mark Gates
P.O Box 64
Ennis, MT 59729

Cell # 570-1593
Shop #682-3759

Lucas

Plumbin