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TOURNAMENT TIME

Wildcat senior Kayley Christensen vigorously defends against the Lima Bears in Friday night’s tournament 
game. For more district tournament action, go to page A6. PHOTO COURTESY ANDREA CHRISTENSEN

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Ennis-Big Sky Airport 
received $5.58 million to im-
prove its infrastructure.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration awarded the grant 
Feb. 19. The money will be 
used to expand and repair the 
Ennis-Big Sky Airport to meet 
FAA design requirements. Air-
port engineer, Lance Bowser, 
expected construction to begin 
April 2020. 

“It’s exciting in a way,” Jani 
Flinn from the Madison Coun-
ty Commissioners Airport and 
Grants Office said. “We have 
more planes coming in and it 
brings more economic value to 
Madison County.”

The Madison Valley airport 
off of US Highway 287 has 
outgrown its runway, taxiway 
and aprons. It has struggled to 
accommodate the increasing 
aircraft traffic for years. In July 
2019, a private aircraft began 
sinking when it stopped in an 

area it was not supposed to be 
in. A wide turn on the taxi-
way caused the 56,800-pound 
aircraft to cross over the south 
apron, which the 29-year-old 
pavement could not hold.

The FAA required En-
nis-Big Sky Airport to grow 
or deny aircrafts based on the 
volume of usage and the size 
of aircrafts. But it is up to the 
pilots’ discretion to use the 
Ennis-Big Sky Airport, accord-
ing to Flinn. The expansion 
benefits Madison County and 
the people who visit.

“It’s driven by the FAA,” 
Flinn said.

Madison County and the 
Ennis-Big Sky Airport have 
spent over three years on get-
ting FAA grants. The environ-
mental assessment for the air-
port expansion took two-years 
to complete. Land acquisitions 
from eight different landown-
ers were a three-year endeavor. 

The efforts first came to 
fruition in 2019 with a $9.3 
million FAA grant. It will fund 

the widening, lengthening, lev-
eling and strengthening of the 
airport’s runway. The runway 
will be broadened to 100 feet 
wide and 7,600 feet long, over 
seven times the current length.

The $5.58 million grant, 
which requires a 10% local 
match, will fund associated 
costs to improving the air-
port’s infrastructure. It will 
be used to reconstruct 80,400 
square feet of pavement that 
has reached the end of its 
useful life, replace the airport’s 
rotating beacon and guidance 
systems, apply pavement seal-
ing and crack repair to 91,800 
square feet to extend existing 
pavement’s useful life, extend 
the taxiway to 7,600 feet to 
meet the runway safety area 
and protection zone standards 
and fencing. 

“It’s a big economic boost 
for Madison County,” Madison 
County Commissioner Ron 
Nye said.

Companies can start bid-
ding for the project Wednesday.

$5.58 million grant for Ennis-Big Sky Airport
MORE MONEY, MORE IMPROVEMENTSMORE MONEY, MORE IMPROVEMENTS

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Seats in several Madison 
County offices will be elected 
or need to be appointed.

Madison County towns will 
not have a Special Purpose Dis-
trict election in 2020. The cut-
off date to file for an open seat 
was Feb. 10. None warranted 
elections. The Madison County 
Commissioners will appoint 
the seats. Two Madison County 
seats will be elected in the 2020 
general election.

Special Purpose Districts 
in Madison County are Fire 
Districts in Virginia City, 
Alder, Sheridan, Twin Bridges, 
Jefferson Valley, Harrison, Big 
Sky and Madison Valley; Ruby 
Valley Medical Center, Mad-
ison Valley Medical Center, 
Sewer and Water Districts in 
Alder, Harrison and Big Sky; 
and Twin Bridges and Sheri-

dan/Alder Park Districts.
Conservation Districts are 

also Special Purpose Districts, 
but they run with the county 
and state elections. The dead-
line to enter for the election is 
March 9. 

Two Madison County seats 
will be on the primary and 
general election ballot. Voters 
in Madison County’s District 
One, which covers Virginia 
City, Virginia City Ranches and 
Shining Mountains areas of 
Ennis, Alder and Sheridan, will 
vote on the county commis-
sioner seat representing their 
district. Dan Allhands from 
Sheridan currently holds the 
seat. He is the only one that 
has filed for the position as of 
press deadline. March 9 is the 
deadline for all general election 
seats. 

Madison County’s Public 
Administrator seat will be vot-
ed on as well. Linda Hamilton 

held the position several years 
before being elected twice. It 
was forgotten that it was an 
elected seat for an uncertain 
amount of time. When the 
mistake was realized, Hamilton 
was elected and continued her 
job. No one has filed for the 
seat.

Madison County’s Board of 
Commissioners has a vacancy 
on the Big Sky Transportation 
Board, the DUI Task Force, the 
Weed Board, Tax Appeal Board 
and the Madison Valley Cem-
etery District Board. There are 
two vacancies on the Planning 
Board, the Public Health Board 
and the Road Review Board.  
The Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory Council 
has three vacancies. 

Interested individuals can 
contact the Madison County 
Commissioners Office to apply 
and the commissioners will 
appoint an applicant.

Madison County office seats
Vacancies and elections

Submitted by THE MONTANA 
ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES  

The Montana Association 
of Counties Risk Management 
Awards Luncheon was held on Feb. 
12, 2020 at the Midwinter Confer-

ence in Great Falls.  MACo recog-
nizes counties exhibiting a contin-
ued commitment to job site safety 
and whose safety performance and 
programs are excellent.

The awards promote aware-
ness of workplace health and 

safety throughout the counties and 
offer the opportunity for members 
to share model programs and 
ideas.

This year, awards were pre-
sented to Madison County and 
Powell County.

Madison County awarded 
workplace safety award

Madison County Commissioners Jim Hart (L) and Rob Nye (R) receive MACo safety award at the Midwinter 
Conference in Great Falls on Feb. 12. PHOTO COURTESY MACo



Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

It’s never too late to find balance.
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sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546

Individual & Couples 
Counseling

Specializing in Adults 
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Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLCLisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

Individual & Couples 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Insurance Accepted.

HARDY DRYWALL
FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO

596-3137

CORY HARDY,
ENNIS TOWN COUNCIL 

I’m not 

afraid to 

blow the 

whistle!

This ad is paid for by Cory Hardy,
71 Ramshorn Creek Road
Sheridan, MT 59749

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation, 

Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE
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e-mail: bande@3rivers.net  |  www.bandeconstruction.com

Custom Building & Design

brad bullock 581-4117  |  ken evans 490-2758  |  office 682-7942
p.o. box 1444 Ennis, MT 59729

• Conventional Frame Homes
• Commercial Remodels & Additions

• Hand-crafted Log Homes

All phases of construction, design and consulting

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Owner/Sales/Installation - Rob Blair (406) 539-1440

121 West Main Street, Ennis, MT
Gemcore (waterproof LVT & Hardwood) 

Carpet - Vinyl - Hardwoood
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

TWO MONTANANS IN 
THE GAUCHO DERBY

Horsemanship and survival skills 
tested in the Andes Mountains

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Corie Downey from White-
hall and Marie Griffis from 
Manhattan will compete in a 
500-km (310.7 miles) derby in 
Patagonia, Argentina. 

Twenty people from around 
the world were selected for 
the first Gaucho Derby March 
5-14. Downey and Griffis fly to 
Buenos Aires, Argentina Feb. 27. 
They will have another three-
hour plane ride south followed 
by a seven-hour drive to get to 
the starting line.

“We’re as ready as we can be 
without knowing really what 
we’re getting into,” Downey said.

Griffis competed in the first 
extreme horse race produced by 
The Adventurists, an extreme 
adventure race production 

company based in the United 
Kingdom. The Mongol Derby 
has been held in August for the 
last 10 years in Mongolia. Griffis 
came to Downey about the 
opportunity to compete in The 
Adventurists’ second extreme 
horse race, the Gaucho Derby.

Both Montana women have 
spent a lot of time in the saddle 
since Sept. 29, 2019, when they 
were selected. Hundreds of 
applicants were considered, and 
the vetting process took months. 
The countries being represented 
in the derby are Australia, Can-
ada, Hungary, South Africa, UK 
and the United States.

“It’s going to be interesting 
because there’s going to be peo-
ple there representing so many 
different equestrian disciplines,” 
Downey said. 

Downey and Griffis met fox 

hunting. They grew up riding 
horses in the Montana moun-
tains and travel internationally 
for riding competitions. Griffis 
has run an annual pack trip 
into the mountains for 22 years.  
Downey side saddle races in Al-
berta, Canada, and is a competi-
tive skijorer. 

“I really want to go to show 
my kids you should always be 
pushing for more and to not get 
complacent,” Downey said.

The Gaucho Derby is 500 km 
shorter than the Mongol Derby, 
but the terrain is more extreme 
through the Andes Mountains. 
Each rider is allowed close to 22 
pounds of gear, including saddle 
bags, food and shelter, for the 
10-day derby. Riders will have 
two horses at a time, a riding 
horse and a pack horse. The 
horses will be monitored, and 

riders will change horses 10-15 
times for the animals’ safety. 
Every horse will be unfamiliar 
to the riders.

“The pack horse adds a 
technical level,” Griffis said. 
“As much as I’ve packed, I’ve 
camped with horses and I know 
things can go wrong very fast.”

People will be able to track 
each rider’s progression with the 
live map on the Adventurists’ 
website. One individual will win 
the 2020 Gaucho Derby, but the 
Montanans are pairing up for 
the journey. 

“We’ve decided we’re going 
to partner up,” Downey said. 
“When it comes to the finish 
line, she’ll throw an elbow just 
as fast as I’ll throw an elbow. 
We’ve already talked about this.”

Marie Griffis from Manhattan looks forward to competing in The Adventurist’s second extreme horse race, she competed in the first as well. 
Follow the Montana women at: www.theadventurists.com/adventures/gaucho-derby/. FACEBOOK PHOTO COURTESY MARIE GRIFFIS

Corie Downey from Whitehall will turn her horsemanship skills honed in competitive skijoring, fox hunting and side saddle racing to the gruel-
ing 500 km derby. FACEBOOK PHOTO COURTESY CORIE DOWNEY
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sheridan  SCHOOL

alder  SCHOOL

We are pleased to welcome Dr. David Fortenberry to our General 
Surgery team. As an accomplished, experienced surgeon and vascular 
specialist, Dr. Fortenberry has a strong focus on the evaluation and 
treatment of vascular diseases, including disorders of the venous 
and arterial systems. Specializing in minimally invasive procedures 
that can mean shorter hospital stays and fewer patient complications, 
Barrett Hospital & HealthCare is proud to provide this new and more 
comprehensive service for our community’s needs.

Vascular care at Barrett Hospital & HealthCare

Operating on a 
New Level

To schedule an initial consultation, please call 406-683-1188 
or visit barretthospital.org for more information.

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

An interlocal agreement and levies discussed
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Alder School Board met 
on Monday, Feb. 17 to discuss 
an interlocal agreement with 
Harrison School District and 

permissive levies.
The District will move for-

ward with an interlocal agree-
ment with Harrison School 
District. This agreement forms 
something like a bank—Dis-
tricts can add money into the 

reserve and spend their own 
money when needed. If money 
is left over from different funds 
at the end of the year, a check 
can be written to the interlocal 
agreement.

“It’s just kind of held 

there in a holding tank,” Pam 
Birkeland, Superintendent of 
Schools, said.

The building insulation dis-
cussion was continued, and the 
Board will look for a contrac-
tor to begin this project.

The Board reviewed options 
for permissive levies and 
decided to proceed with three. 
Transportation, tuition and 
building reserve levies will be 
undertaken. The District has 
not used a tuition levy before, 

but despite the addition, mill-
age and taxation of $100,000 
and $200,000 homes would 
decrease. A resolution will be 
submitted to The Madisonian 
by the end of March.

Strategic plan and chemistry lab clean-up discussed
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Sheridan’s February School 
Board meeting covered the 
District’s strategic plan, chem-
istry lab clean-up and wit-
nessed a demonstration by the 
Robotics Club. Tenured teach-
ers will be rehired in March 
and two Trustee positions are 
up for election at the end of the 

spring.
The District’s Strategic Plan 

was a topic of discussion again 
this month, this time focused 
on the physical component of 
the plan. Overall, Superinten-
dent Mike Wetherbee wants 
the Plan to be a working docu-
ment, one that can be amended 
as needed. With short, mid 
and long-term goals, the plan 
would guide both the budget 

and the agenda during the 
school year.

Clean-up of the high school 
chemistry lab was planned. 
Some chemicals currently in 
the lab are dated to the 40s and 
50s. Beartooth Environmen-
tal out of Shepard, Mont. will 
remove outdated chemicals 
and dispose of them properly. 
Superintendent Wetherbee had 
accumulated approximately 

$5,000 for this project and ex-
pects the entirety to be used.

The District’s Robotics 
Club competed at an annual 
event in Bozeman and demon-
strated their accomplishments 
to the Board at the Feb. 11 
meeting. “The energy in the 
room was cool,” Superinten-
dent Wetherbee said. 

Students explained how 
they built Lego robots and 

programmed a device that 
allowed the robot to complete 
tasks. Teams at the event 
gained points for the quantity 
and quality of tasks finished. 
Sheridan teams placed 36th 
and 39th out of 72 this year.

Miscellaneous items includ-
ed the hiring of a track coach, 
the approval of a band trip to 
Salt Lake City, extending the 
camera system by 30 cameras 

and completing the revisions of 
required policies. Mr. Rodney 
Stout was rehired as the ele-
mentary principal, as adminis-
trative hires are completed in 
February. In March, tenured 
teachers will be rehired. Two 
Trustee positions are up for 
election at the end of the 
spring. The filing deadline to 
run for school board trustee is 
March 26.

Sheridan Robotics Club competed at an annual event in Bozeman and demonstrated their accomplish-
ments to the board during the February meeting. PHOTO COURTESY OF MIKE WETHERBEE

FOR MORE SCHOOL BOARD NEWS AND NEWS STORIES, GO TO PAGE A9

SCHOOL BOARD ROUNDUPSCHOOL BOARD ROUNDUP
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obituaries
Raymond Odin Pederson

January 31, 1938 to February 18, 2020

Raymond Odin Pederson 
joined his soulmate and 
mother of his children, Carol 
Lynn, in Heaven on Feb. 18, 
2020. He passed at Pioneer 
Care in Dillon, Montana after 
a short battle with cancer. Ray 
was 82 years old.

Ray was born Jan. 31, 1938, 
in Minot, N.D.  He was the 2nd 
of 7 children born to Peder 
and Ida Pederson. Ray grew up 
and attended school in Minot, 
spending his summers with 
his grandparents and extended 
family of countless cousins at 
the family farm. Ray excelled 
in sports, playing baseball 

and basketball, and shared his 
melodic voice in the school 
choir, graduating from Minot 
High School in 1956.

Ray spotted Carol L. 
Seidensticker in a grocery 
store while working with the 
Forest Service in Montana 
and married shortly after on 
September 21, 1963. Together, 
they raised their 4 children 
on her family’s ranch in Twin 
Bridges, Mont. Ray and Carol 
also opened their home to 
cousins, nephews and nieces 
through the years. They 
eventually divorced after 
nearly 30 years of marriage.

Ray was with the U.S. 
Forest Service until 1967 when 
he and Carol returned to Twin 
Bridges after the birth of their 
twins. After working on the 
Seidensticker Ranch for several 
years, Ray returned to school 
at Montana State University 
in Bozeman and obtained his 
degree in Civil Engineering. 
Ray went on to work with 
the Department of Highways 
with the Federal Government, 
eventually finishing with the 
Highway Department at the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. His 
career had taken him from 

Colorado, to California and 
eventually to New Mexico.  Ray 
returned to Twin Bridges after 
his retirement in 2013.

Ray’s passion for sports 
and music lived on with his 
encouragement towards his 
children with their sports, 
music, drama and school 
activities. He attended each 
game, tournament and event, 
even while attending MSU as 
a full-time student. Ray was 
also active in the community 
as a member of the Ruby Valley 
Chorale, coaching pee-wee 
baseball, working with the Boy 
Scouts as a Leader and playing 
basketball with the ‘town 
league’ for many years.

Ray is survived by his 
children Ramie Pederson of 
Bozeman, Mark Pederson of 
Absarokee, Peder Pederson 
of Twin Bridges and Laura 
(Robert) White of Woodinville, 
Wash. He is also survived 
by his grandchildren Jessica 
(Marty) Holden, Jack 
Pederson, Rachel Nyquist, 
Fred (Bridgette) Nyquist, 
Faith (Jake) Goodman and his 
great-grandchildren Van and 
CeeCee Holden, Riley Nyquist 
and Ronan King. Surviving 

siblings include Leila (Ret. Lt. 
Col Ray) Tackett of Austin, 
Texas, Eunice Simbalenko of 
Minot, N.D., Marvin (Terri) 
Pederson of Spokane, Wash., 
Merle Pederson of The Colony, 
Texas, Ret. Lt Col Paul (Ruth) 
Pederson of Herndon, Va. and 
Joan Curtiss of Tyler, Texas. 
Ray also maintained his close 
relationships and is survived 
by numerous cousins, nieces, 
nephews and their families. 
Ray is preceded in death by his 
parents, former wife, brother-
in-law Levi Simbalenko and 
nephews, Sean Pederson and 
Joshua Chambers.

Cremation has taken 
place with K&L Mortuary 
and services will be held in 
Twin Bridges at the Church 
of the Valley on Thursday, 
March 19, 11 a.m. Internment 
of Ray’s ashes will be at the 
Twin Bridges Cemetery and 
in the family plot at Trinity 
Lutheran Cemetery in Minot, 
N.D.  Services in Minot will 
be determined for a later date. 
Memorials in Ray’s name may 
be directed to the Ruby Valley 
Chorale, c/o Verta Dorseth, 
Twin Bridges, Mont. 59754.

Lori Lea Nicholls
Lori Lea Nicholls, 59, passed 

away at the Tobacco Root 
Mountain Care Center after a 
long illness. 

Lori was born to James 
Lawrence and Delores Theresa 
Nicholls, in Sheridan, Mont., 
on August 12, 1960. She was 
raised in Sheridan, where she 
attended elementary and high 
school. During high school. 
Lori was active in drill team, 
and basketball. She graduated 

in 1978. 
Lori attended college at 

Western Montana College, in 
Dillon, for a short time before 
she was injured in a car accident 
in 1980. She was cared for by her 
mother for the next 38 years. 
Upon her mother's illness in 
2018, Lori moved to the TRMCC 
and lived there until her death. 

She was fun loving and what 
you might call a wild child, an 
avid lover of purple and flowers, 

a die-hard Denver Broncos fan, 
and lover of babies, especially 
her great nephews, Trey and 
Jamey. She would sit for hours 
holding and staring at them in 
love and awe. Lori was well loved 
by many people in Madison 
and Beaverhead county and 
will always be remember for her 
boisterous laugh! 

Lori was preceded in death 
by her dad, Jim, mom, Delores, 
and her nephew, James. She 

is survived by her brother 
Tim, niece, Jess Farrand (Will 
Farrand) and great nephews, 
Trey Beau and Jamey Wade 
Farrand, along with many 
friends too numerous to 
mention. 

There will be no services 
held at this time. Memorials 
may be made to the Tobacco 
Root Mountain Care Center or 
donor's choice of charity.

To the family and friends of the late Gloria Seyler, we wish to extend our sincere thanks for your many kindnesses, and for the 
condolences, support, prayers, cards, flowers and donations that we have received. We also send our gratitude and appreciation to Pioneer 
Care, Barrett Hospital, Pastor Daniel Triller and Brundage Funeral Home.

The Family of Gloria Seyler

CARDS OF THANKS

We would like to thank the Alder, Sheridan and Virginia City fire departments for responding to our garage fire on Feb. 4th so quickly 
and a big shout out  to the community for all you’ve done.

We cannot thank you enough.
Pat & Shelly Patterson

Thank you for your many kindnesses

We appreciate our community and local fire departments
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Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

MADISON COUNTY 

D I S P AT C H
FEBRUARY 16, 2020

A wildlife complaint was made in 
Sheridan.
Medical aid was administered in Virginia 
City.
A traffic complaint was made in Ennis.
A welfare check was performed in 
Sheridan.
Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Ennis.

FEBRUARY 17, 2020

An animal complaint was made in 
Cameron.
A citizen was assisted in Norris.

FEBRUARY 18, 2020

A citizen was assisted in Cameron.
An animal complaint was made in Alder.
Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Twin Bridges.
A traffic complaint was made in Twin 
Bridges.
Medical aid was administered in Silver 
Star.

FEBRUARY 19, 2020

Accidents occurred in Alder and Pony.
A dog complaint was made in Pony.
A traffic complaint was made in 

McAllister.
Lost property was reported in Virginia 
City.
A scam complaint was made in 
Sheridan.

FEBRUARY 20, 2020

A traffic complaint was reported in 
Ennis.
An accident occurred in Ennis.
A theft complaint was made in Alder.
Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Sheridan.
A welfare check was performed in 
Ennis.
A disturbance was reported in Sheridan.

FEBRUARY 21, 2020

A trespass complaint was made in 
Ennis.
A fraud complaint was made in 
Sheridan.
Hazards on the road were reported in 
McAllister.
Vandalism/criminal mischief was 
reported in Silver Star.
A fire call was made in Silver Star.

FEBRUARY 22, 2020

Five unfounded 911 calls were reported.
Two traffic stops were made.

In areas with low cell phone coverage, you can now text 911 in 
case of emergency.

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office responded 
to 75 calls for service from 
Feb.16-22, 2020.

Concealed carry permits 
and fingerprints are done 
by appointment only. 
Please call 406-843-5369 to 
schedule.

*Please note 
the new 
physical 

address for our office, 5 
Placer Loop, Virginia City 
as of 9/5/19.  Thank you!

KIDSNSNOW.ORGKIDSNSNOW.ORG

March 7-8, 2020March 7-8, 2020

Bear Creek happenings
Submitted by JAN SMITH

Don’t miss out on the fun 
activities taking place at or 
near Cameron on the first 
weekend in March! On March 
6 the Bear Creek Schoolhouse 
will be hosting a fundraiser at 
the Blue Moon Café/Saloon. 
The fundraiser allows us to 
keep the schoolhouse open 
and functioning for weddings, 

meetings or various functions 
desiring a beautiful and historic 
atmosphere. There is no charge 
for use of the schoolhouse, but 
donations are accepted. The Blue 
Moon is providing a prime rib 
open-faced sandwich dinner for 
$20. There will also be a 50/50 
raffle and cake auction. RSVP 
Doreen at 682-3950 or on the 
Schoolhouse Facebook page by 
Feb. 28. Come join the fun.

Also, March 7 begins the 
March Madness Pinochle parties 
at the schoolhouse.  Come 
join us for an evening of fun 
every Saturday in March at 6 
p.m. There is no charge, but 
donations are accepted. Coffee, 
water and snacks are provided 
as well as prizes. Everyone is 
welcome and this has become a 
popular event to hopefully bring 
an end to winter doldrums.

Montanans reminded about REAL 
ID as deadline approaches

Submitted by 
ANASTASIA BURTON, MVD

In preparation for the Oct. 
1, 2020, federally enforced 
deadline for identification 
changes to f ly domestically or 
enter secure federal facilities, 
the Montana Department of 
Justice’s Motor Vehicle Division 
(MVD) would like to remind 
citizens about REAL ID. 

REAL ID is an option that 
can be added to your Montana 
driver license or identification 
card for an additional fee.  If 
you add it during your renewal 
cycle, the cost is an additional 
$25.00; outside your renewal 
cycle it is $50.00.  

So, what is REAL ID?  
While most people have heard 
of it, some don’t know how a 
REAL ID is different from their 
current ID.  “The feedback 
we’ve gotten shows that people 
still have questions about 
REAL ID,” said Sarah Garcia, 
MVD Administrator.  “We 
want to provide information to 
allow people to decide if they 
need a REAL ID.”

A REAL ID looks like a 
regular driver license or ID, 

with a gold star added to the 
upper right corner to indicate 
it is REAL ID compliant.  
The gold star allows security 
officials to quickly recognize 
that a person’s identity has 
been verified, which speeds up 
security screenings. 

With the deadline only 
months away, MVD is working 
hard to inform the public 
and answer questions about 
REAL ID.  One common 
misconception is that everyone 
is required by law to get a 
REAL ID.  “Obtaining a REAL 
ID is a choice.  You don’t need 
it to vote or drive if you already 
have a driver license,” Garcia 
said.  “If you don’t travel by 
air or visit secure federal 
facilities like courthouses or 
military bases, you may not 
need a REAL ID.  Each person 
should make the decision for 
themselves based upon their 
individual needs,” Garcia 
added.

Montanans can also use 
other forms of identification, 
such as military ID cards or 
passports.

If you’re planning on 
getting a REAL ID, MVD has 

some tips on how to make the 
process go smoothly:

•  Make an appointment in 
advance.  Appointment times 
in some parts of the state are 
booked out six to eight weeks.

•  Driver licenses may be 
renewed within six months 
of their expiration date, and 
appointments can be made up 
to six months in advance.

•  Before your appointment, 
gather all the required 
documents, making sure they 
are certified, if required.  
Getting certified documents 
from other states can take 
several days or weeks; request 
the documents with enough 
lead time.

•  Lastly, don’t forget to 
bring documents that account 
for name changes.  If your 
name has changed due to 
marriage or divorce, you will 
have to provide documentation 
that demonstrates the change 
if all documents do not ref lect 
the same name.

For more information, or to 
schedule an appointment for 
a REAL ID, visit mtrealid.gov 
or call MVD’s Customer Care 
Center at 1-866-450-8034.

Submitted by DYLAN 
KLAPMEIER, OPI

The Office of Public 
Instruction announced that 
nomination and application 
forms are available for the 
2021 Montana Teacher of the 
Year Program. Members of 
the public can fill out a simple 
form to nominate a teacher. 
Teachers can self-nominate by 
filling out an application. All 
current and actively teaching 
Montanans who are making a 
positive difference in the lives 
of students are encouraged to 
apply. If nominated, the OPI 
will reach out to the nominated 

teacher and ask them to fill out 
an application.

Nomination forms are due 
back to the OPI by May 15th 
and completed applications are 
due by June 22nd. They can be 
emailed to MTTOY@mt.gov.

“Montana’s high-quality 
educators represent their 
unique communities and 
students. The Montana Teacher 
of the Year Program celebrates 
and promotes these teaching 
professionals in our state,” State 
Superintendent Elsie Arntzen 
said Friday. “Please join me 
in elevating the exceptional 
teachers in your community by 
nominating them today!”

Montana’s program is part 
of the National Teacher of the 
Year Program conducted by the 
Council of Chief State School 
Officers (CCSSO), of which 
Montana’s Superintendent of 
Public Instruction is a member. 
The 2021 Montana Teacher of 
the Year will go on to represent 
Montana in the national 
program next year.

Linda Rost from Baker 
High School is the current 2020 
Montana Teacher of the Year. 
She is also the first Montana 
Teacher of the Year in nearly 
a decade to be selected as a 
finalist for National Teacher of 
the Year.

2021 Montana Teacher of the Year 
nominations and applications 

now open

Submitted by 
ANASTASIA BURTON, MT 
DOJ

 
Attorney General Tim Fox 

announced Feb. 25 Montana 
has joined a bipartisan, 
multistate investigation of 
JUUL Labs. The 39-state 
coalition is investigating 
JUUL’s marketing and sales 
practices, including its 
targeting of youth, claims 
regarding nicotine content, 
and statements regarding risks, 
safety, and effectiveness as a 
smoking cessation device.

 “E-cigarettes are often 
marketed to kids as harmless, 
with an emphasis on appealing 
f lavors that mask their 
addictive nicotine content.  
As a result, e-cigarette use 
has reached epidemic levels 
among Montana’s young 
people,“ Attorney General 
Tim Fox said.  “Our rate of 
youth vaping is six times 
that of adults, and last year, 
nearly 42% of Montana’s high 

school seniors reported they 
used a vapor product.  JUUL 
has a 60-70% share of the 
country’s e-cigarette market, 
and this bipartisan, multistate 
investigation is an important 
step toward protecting the 
health of an entire generation 
of Americans,” Fox added.  

 E-cigarettes, the use of 
which is often referred to as 
“vaping,” are battery-operated 
products designed to deliver 
nicotine to the user by heating 
liquid nicotine, derived from 
tobacco plants, along with 
f lavors and other chemicals, 
into a vapor that the user 
inhales. Often e-cigarettes 
feature fruit and candy 
f lavors, and the marketing has 
included cartoon characters 
and other imagery clearly 
targeted at a younger audience.

 While traditional cigarette 
use has plummeted among 
Montana’s youth, vaping is 
skyrocketing.  According to 
the 2019 Montana Youth Risk 
Survey, 30.2% of the state’s 

young people reported using 
e-cigarettes; more than the 
national average of their peers 
at 27%.  Survey results indicate 
58% of Montana’s high school 
students have ever used a vapor 
product; 30.2% currently use 
a vapor product; and 12.7% 
have used a vapor product 
20 out of the last 30 days.  By 
comparison, 1.5% of the state’s 
high schoolers have smoked 
20 out of the last 30 days.  The 
survey shows an increase in 
students currently vaping up 
from 22.5% in 2017 to 30.2% in 
2019, and an increase in vaping 
20 of the last 30 days from 
3.7% in 2017 to 12.7% in 2019.  

 No electronic (liquid) 
cigarette has yet been 
approved by the FDA.  In the 
2015 Legislative Session, Fox 
brought a bill to prohibit their 
sale to minors.  SB 66 was 
sponsored by Sen. Diane Sands 
of Missoula and signed by the 
governor on April 28, 2015.  
The law took effect on Jan. 1, 
2016.

Montana joins multi-state investi-
gation of e-cigarette maker JUUL
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TO THE TOP
2020 Girls’ District 12-C basketball 

champions
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Falcons transformed 
into a championship team in a 
single season. 

Twin Bridges is the cham-
pion of 2020 Girls’ District 
12-C Basketball. The young 
team, with two eighth graders 
putting in some important 
minutes on the court, defeated 
the Granite Prospectors, 43-28, 
in Butte Feb. 22.

Twin Bridges sophomore 

Lexie Stockett and Twin Bridg-
es eighth-grader Emma Konen 
scored two-pointers in the 
final seconds of the first quar-
ter. The Falcons held Granite 
to three points. Twin Bridges 
started the second quarter with 
13 points.

Twin Bridges kept near a 
10-point lead throughout the 
second quarter. The Falcons 
scrambled under the net with 
less than a minute left, putting 
Granite at the end line with the 
ball. But Twin Bridges senior 

Ashleigh Guinnane stole the 
ball and was fouled at the net. 
Kara Dale scored a two-point-
er for the Falcons in the final 
two seconds of the half. Twin 
Bridges, 24, Granite, 12.

The point gap swelled, and 
Twin Bridges consistently put 
points up into the third quar-
ter. Granite had their shots but 
could not find the net. A series 
of fouls kept Granite inching 
closer toward Twin Bridges in 
the fourth quarter. Free throws 
also kept Twin Bridges ahead. 

Guinnane was a strong 
player in Twin Bridges’ offense 
and defense. The Twin Bridges’ 
eighth graders, Ayla Janzen 
and Konen, were smaller than 
most of the Granite girls but 
held their own on the court. 
They were essential to Twin 
Bridges’ success. Granite 
grew anxious as the minutes 
ticked away. Two Prospectors 
fouled out. All of the remain-
ing points were made at the 
free throw line. Twin Bridges 
clinched the win. 

The Twin Bridges Falcons accept their 2020 Girls’ District 12-C Champion trophy in Butte Feb. 22. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Twin Bridges eighth grader Emma Konen shoots a three-pointer 
against Granite in the District 12-C Championship Game Feb. 22. 
PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

TWIN BRIDGES REIGNS
4-peat District 12-C Champions

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Falcons remain undefeated. 
Harrison and Twin Bridges 

tipped off the Championship game 
in Butte Feb. 22. Royal purple clus-
tered more on one side of the court 
and red stood out more on the other. 
The Falcon’s victory hinged with the 
injury of their senior captain, Nate 
Konen. 

The pain was heard in his 
outburst as he fell onto his back, 
clenching his left knee. His coaches 
and parents came to his side on the 
court, some said a prayer. The am-
bulance parked in the back entrance 
of the gym. Konen was lifted onto a 
stretcher and rolled into the back of 
the ambulance with 2:55 left in the 
first quarter. 

“For those guys to be able to see 
a teammate go down like that, and 
who’s so special to us, and respond 
like they did was just incredible,” 
Head Coach Josh Keller said.

The Falcons soared to 21 points 
in the first quarter, while keeping 
Harrison in the single digits.   

Jake Hughes scored the first 
eight points for the Falcons. After 
Konen’s injury, Hughes promptly 
drained a three-pointer. He scored 
another three-pointer at the buzzer. 
Hughes made five of seven attempted 
three-pointers in the first half. Twin 
Bridges accumulated a 15-point lead 
on Harrison in the first quarter.

The Wildcats were the first to 
score in the second quarter. Harri-
son found the net four times, for sev-
en points, before Charlie Kruer sent 
one from the corner for a Falcons’ 
three-pointer. The next play, Kruer 
made another three-pointer but from 

the other corner of the court. 
“First, second quarter, when we 

were just rollin’ in the threes,” Kruer 
said. “We hadn’t been shooting well 
in the last couple of games, but we 
were just knocking them down.”

With 39 seconds left in the 
first half, Hughes drained another 
three-pointer. Twin Bridges senior 
Bryce Nye barreled down the court 
for some more points, putting the 
Falcons at 38. Harrison had the last 
say in the half. Cristian Contreras 
launched a three-pointer and as it hit 
the net, the buzzer sounded. 

Twin Bridges had a 20-point 
lead on Harrison at the start of the 
second half. Harrison senior Vern 
Homner broke 20 points for the 
Wildcats in the first minute, with 
a three-pointer. Hughes returned 
down the court to bring the Falcons 
to 40 points. 

Contreras made another 
three-pointer within two minutes 
of the second half. Luke Cima of 
Harrison and Kruer of Twin Bridg-
es both fowled for the third time. 
Cima put up three more points in the 
quarter and had an echoing block 
on defense. Thomas Cromwell put 
up another three-pointer for the 
Wildcats. Nye, Tate Smith and Matt 
Kaiser brought the Falcons points to 
50. Kruer finished the quarter with 
his fourth foul. 

A 20-point gap remained, 
but Harrison quickly scored a 
three-pointer. Harrison was closing 
the gap quicker than Twin Bridg-
es was scoring. But time was out. 
Twin Bridges took the District 12-C 
Champion title, 54-38. 

“It’s great to have swept the Dis-
trict four years in a row,” Bryce Nye 
said.

TOP: Twin Bridges Falcons retain the  District 12C title for the fourth 
year in a row. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

BOTTOM: Twin Bridges senior Jake Hughes drives the ball in the 2020 
District 12-C Championship game against Harrison Feb. 22. PHOTO BY 

HANNAH KEARSE
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SPORTS

GRANITE
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 38
SCORING LEADERS: ASHA 
COMINGS, 25, RACHEL 
WARD, 7.

LIMA
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 32
SCORING LEADERS: REATA 
CRAFTON, 8, TAYRN 
MARTINELL, 7, GRACIE 
BRAVO, 7.

GAME 1  Feb. 20
Granite Prospectors: 9  17 26  Final: 38
Lima Bears:        8   14 19  Final: 32

Girls' District TOURNAMENT STATS

DRUMMOND
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 48
SCORING LEADERS: SYDNEY 
PHILLIPS, 34, RYLEE HILMO, 
8.

HARRISON
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 38
SCORING LEADERS: DANA 
LERUM, 19, ALEENA BACON, 
12.

GAME 2  Feb. 20
Drummond Trojans: 17 28  38 Final: 48
Harrison Wildcats:   8  23  35 Final: 38

TWIN BRIDGES
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 46
SCORING LEADERS: KARA 
DALE, 11, ASHLEIGH 
GUAINNANE, 10

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 16
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
ASHLEIGH GUAINNANE
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 5

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 1
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: AYLA 
JANZEN
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 1

FREE THROWS: 39% 
SUCCESS RATE

SHERIDAN
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 35
SCORING LEADERS: TIA 
HILL, 12, MADISON FABEL, 
8

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 6
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
MACKENZEE FABEL/ 
DESARAY TIPTON
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 2
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
MADISON FABEL
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

FREE THROWS: 49% 
SUCCESS RATE

GAME 3  Feb. 20
Twin Bridges Falcons: 10 18  33  Final: 46
Sheridan Panthers:   7   17 24 Final: 35

HARRISON
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 41
SCORING LEADERS: ALEENA 
BACON, 12, DANA LERUM, 
10

LIMA
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 36
SCORING LEADERS: REATA 
CRAFTON, 15, GRACIE 
BRAVO, 11

GAME 4  Feb. 21
Harrison Wildcats: 4 15  21  Final: 41
Lima Bears:     6 14  18  Final: 36

GRANITE
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 45
SCORING LEADERS: ASHA 
COMINGS, 25, REESE 
PITCHER, 7, RACHEL WAR, 7

DRUMMOND
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 38
SCORING LEADERS: SYDNEY 
PHILLIPS, 12, RYLEE HILMO, 
10

GAME 5  Feb. 21
Granite Prospectors: 9  19 30 Final: 45
Drummond Trojans:  9   17 23 Final: 38

TWIN BRIDGES
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 45
SCORING LEADERS: 
ASHLEIGH GUINNANE, 17, 
AYLA JANZEN, 7

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 12
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
ASHLEIGH GUINNANE
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 5

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 1
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: AYLA 
JANZEN
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 1

FREE THROWS: 53% 
SUCCESS RATE

ENNIS
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 42
SCORING LEADERS: LANDRI 
PALADICHUCK, 17, SHELBEY 
KLEIN, 8

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 8
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
LANDRI PALADICHUCK
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 3

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 2
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
KENNEDY DAVIES
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

FREE THROWS: 63% 
SUCCESS RATE

GAME 6  Feb. 21
Twin Bridges Falcons: 8 16  28   Final: 45
Ennis Mustangs:      8 17 27  Final: 42 ENNIS

POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 47
SCORING LEADERS: 
KENNEDY DAVIES, 14, 
LANDRI PALADICHUCK, 13

DRUMMOND
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 40
SCORING LEADERS: 
HANNAH BRADSHAW, 11, 
SYDNEY PHILLIPS,10

GAME 8  Feb. 22
Ennis Mustangs:      6 17  31 Final: 47
Drummond Trojans: 7 16  23 Final: 40

TWIN BRIDGES
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 43
SCORING LEADERS: 
ASHLEIGH GUINNANE, 14, 
AVERY GEORGE, 7

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 13
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
ASHLEIGH GUINNANE
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 4

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 0

FREE THROWS: 47% 
SUCCESS RATE

GRANITE
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 28
SCORING LEADERS: AUDREY 
RADTHE, 9, RACHEL WARD, 
8.

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 3
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
AMELIA HILL, SHELBY 
STRUNA, RACHEL WARD 
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 1 

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 2
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
AUDREY RADTHE 
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2 

FREE THROWS: 62% 
SUCCESS RATE

Feb. 22
Twin Bridge Falcons: 13 24 33 Final: 43
Granite Prospectors:  3 12 14 Final: 28

Championship
Game

DRUMMOND
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 53
SCORING LEADERS: FAITH 
LARSEN, 14, MACKENZEE 
FABEL, 7.

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 10
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
MACKENZEE FABEL/ FAITH 
LARSEN/ DESARAY TIPTON
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 4
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: FAITH 
LARSEN
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL:
FREE THROWS: 33% 
SUCCESS RATE

ENNIS
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 42
SCORING LEADERS: LANDRI 
PALADICHUCK, 17, SHELBEY 
KLEIN, 8

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 8
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
LANDRI PALADICHUCK
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 3

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 2
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
KENNEDY DAVIES
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

FREE THROWS: 63% 
SUCCESS RATE

GAME 7  Feb. 22
Drummond Trojans:   15  29  44    Final: 53
Sheridan Panthers:     7   19  29     Final: 38

Falcon Avery George boxes out Mustang Jenna Snider in Thursday 
night’s District 12-C matchup. PHOTO COURTESY KELLEY KNACK

Lady Mustangs Lady Mustangs 
lose consolation lose consolation 

gamegame
Prospectors Prospectors 
advance to advance to 
DivisionalsDivisionals

GRANITE
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 36
SCORING LEADERS: REECE 
PITCHER, 14, AMELIA HILL, 
12

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 9
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
AMELIA HILL/ REECE 
PITCHER
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 4

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 3
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
RACHEL WARD/ REECE 
PITCHER/ AUDREY RADTKE
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 1

FREE THROWS: 45% 
SUCCESS RATE

ENNIS
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL:24
SCORING LEADERS: LANDRI 
PALADICHUK, 8, SHAE 
LOVETT, 7.

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 3
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: RYLEE 
KLASNA/ SHAE LOVETT/ 
TANNER INMAN
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 1

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 3
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
LANDRI PALADICHUK
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

FREE THROWS: 64% 
SUCCESS RATE

District 12-C Consolation Game, Feb. 24
Granite Prospectors: 11 16 22 Final: 36
Ennis Mustangs:        10 12 17 Final: 24
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GAME 1  Feb. 20
Twin Bridges Falcons: 16 52 69 Final: 85
Lima Bears:        13  13 16 Final: 19

Boys' District TOURNAMENT STATS

SHERIDAN
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 58
SCORING LEADERS: KAIDEN 
BATZLER, 21, JASON 
CHISHOLM, 17

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 14
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
KAIDEN BATZLER 
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 8

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 8
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: JASON 
CHISHOLM 
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 5

FREE THROWS: 70% 
SUCCESS RATE

ENNIS
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 52
SCORING LEADERS: IAN 
SWANSON, 25, JAXSON 
KLOOTE, 11

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 15
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
JAXSON KLOOTE
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 5

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 5
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: IAN 
SWANSON 
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 4

FREE THROWS: 58% 
SUCCESS RATE

GAME 2  Feb. 20
Sheridan Panthers: 13  22 37 Final: 58
Ennis Mustangs:     16  36 44 Final: 52

TWIN BRIDGES
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 85
SCORING LEADERS: CHARLIE 
KRUER, 15, MATT KAISER, 
14.

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 22
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: MATT 
KAISER
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 7

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 11
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
CONNOR NYE 
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 3

FREE THROWS: 62% 
SUCCESS RATE

LIMA
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 19
SCORING LEADERS: 
PEWTON HAWS, 8, GARET 
LESSLEY, 6

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 2
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
PEWTON HAWS/ JOHNNY 
BRAVO
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 1

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 5
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
PEWTON HAWS/ GARET 
LESSLEY
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

FREE THROWS: 0% 
SUCCESS RATE

GRANITE
POINTS 
TEAM TOTAL: 62
SCORING LEADERS: DANIEL 
BRABENDER,25, PRESTON 
METESH, 8

DRUMMOND
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 35
SCORING LEADERS: ETHAN 
PARKE, 10, COLT PARSONS, 
7

GAME 3  Feb. 20
Granite Prospectors:  10  31 46 Final: 62
Drummond Trojans:  7   11 23 Final: 35

ENNIS
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 53
SCORING LEADERS: BRAND 
OSTLER, 19, IAN SWANSON, 
16

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 13
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: IAN 
SWANSON  
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 4

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 6
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: BRAND 
OSTLER
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 5 

FREE THROWS: 75% 
SUCCESS RATE

LIMA
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 43
SCORING LEADERS: PEYTON 
HAWS, 15, REESE DUCK, 11

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 11
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
PEYTON HAWS
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 6

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 6
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
WALKER NYGREN 
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 3

FREE THROWS: 75% 
SUCCESS RATE

GAME 4 Feb. 21
Ennis Mustangs:  20 28  29  Final: 53
Lima Bears:   13 21  33  Final: 43

GAME 5  Feb. 21
Twin Bridges Falcons: 21 47 67 Final:  75
Sheridan Panthers:    5 11 20 Final: 24

TWIN BRIDGES
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 75
SCORING LEADERS: CHARLIE 
KRUER, 14, BRYCE NYE, 10, 
TATE SMITH, 10

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 17
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
CHARLIE KRUER/ CONNOR 
NYE/ NATE KONEN
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 3

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 8
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: BRYCE 
NYE, CHARLIE KRUER, TATE 
SMITH
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

FREE THROWS: 81% 
SUCCESS RATE

SHERIDAN
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 24
SCORING LEADERS: CADE 
MCPARLAND, 7, COLEMAN 
GILMAN, 4, KADEN 
BATZLER, 4, COLE HILL, 4

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 8
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
COLEMAN GILMAN, CADE 
MCPARLAND, KADEN 
BATZLER
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 1
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: JASON 
CHISHOLM
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 1

FREE THROWS: 50% 
SUCCESS RATE

HARRISON
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 36
SCORING LEADERS: 
CHRISTIAN CONTRERAS, 9, 
VERN HOMNER, 7

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 5
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: LUKE 
CIMA/ VERN HOMNER
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 7
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
CHRISTIAN CONTRERAS
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 3

FREE THROWS: 50% 
SUCCESS RATE

GRANITE
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 33
SCORING LEADERS: BRIAN 
WARD, 11, KADE CUTTLER, 
7

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 11
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: BRIAN 
WARD
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 3

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 2
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: BRIAN 
WARD/ ANDREW TALLON
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 1

FREE THROWS: 56% 
SUCCESS RATE

GAME 6  Feb. 21
Harrison Wildcats:    7  15  23 Final: 36
Granite Prospectors: 9 17  22 Final: 33

SHERIDAN
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 49
SCORING LEADERS: JASON 
CHISHOLM, 13, KAIDEN 
BATZLER

DRUMMOND
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 30
SCORING LEADERS: CALEB 
PARKE, 9, COLT PARSONS, 
6, ETHAN PARKE, 6

GAME 7  Feb. 22
Sheridan Panthers: 11  24  39  Final: 49
Drummond Trojans: 7  14 27   Final: 30

GRANITE
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 52
SCORING LEADERS: BRIAN 
WAR, 16, KADE CUTLER, 15

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 13
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: DANIEL 
BRABENDER
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 6

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 6
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: BRIAN 
WARD 
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 4

FREE THROWS: 62% 
SUCCESS RATE

ENNIS
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 42
SCORING LEADERS: IAN 
SWANSON, 17, BRAND 
OSTLER, 15. 

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 9
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: IAN 
SWANSON
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 7
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: IAN 
SWANSON/ BRAND OSTLER
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 3

FREE THROWS: 50% 
SUCCESS RATE

GAME 8  Feb. 22
Granite Prospectors: 10  19  37 Final: 52
Ennis Mustangs:      17  28 38   Final: 42

GRANITE
POINTS
N/A

SHERIDAN
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 39
SCORING LEADERS: CADE 
MCPARLAND, 11, KAIDEN 
BATZLER, 10, JASON 
CHISHOLM, 10

GAME 9  Feb. 22
Granite Prospectors:  10  21 35 Final: 47
Sheridan Panthers: 13  20 31 Final: 39

TWIN BRIDGES
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 54
SCORING LEADERS: JAKE 
HUGHES, 24, BRYCE NYE, 11

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 13
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: BRYCE 
NYE/ JAKE HUGHES
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 4

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 8
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: JAKE 
HUGHES
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 5

FREE THROWS: 44% 
SUCCESS RATE

HARRISON
POINTS
TEAM TOTAL: 38
SCORING LEADERS: LUKE 
CIMA, 11, VERN HOMNER, 6

2-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 9
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: LUKE 
CIMA
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 5

3-POINTERS
TEAM TOTAL: 6
INDIVIDUAL LEADER: 
CHRISTIAN CONTRERAS/ 
JACKSON NYE/ VERN 
HOMNER
INDIVIDUAL TOTAL: 2

FREE THROWS: 50% 
SUCCESS RATE

Feb. 22
Twin Bridges Falcons:  21 38  50 Final: 54
Harrison Wildcats:     6  18 30 Final: 38

Championship
Game

Sheridan Panthers Hartson VanHouten, and 
Lane Poirier battle against Mustangs Cordell 
Severeid and Ian Swanson in the February 20 
District 12-C game. Sheridan emerged from 
the battle victorious. PHOTO COURTESY KELLEY 
KNACK
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twin   bridges  SCHOOL

New bus drivers hired
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Twin Bridges School Board 
met on Feb. 11 for their month-
ly meeting to discuss progress 
made on transportation needs, 
open Trustee positions and 
levies.

The Board moved to offer 
a $10/route/driver incentive 
for bus drivers during the next 
six weeks. Rates for substi-
tute drivers were increased to 
match the current rate on the 

lowest level of the pay matrix 
used for paying bus drivers, 
which is based on experience.

“These actions that we took 
seemed to have worked,” Steve 
Janzen, Board Chair, said. On 
Feb. 18, a special meeting was 
held to hire two substitute 
drivers and a new route driver.

The purchase of a Type E 
School Bus was approved with 
a limit of up to $65,000. The 
District plans to trade in a 
2005 Dodge Caravan that was 
used for additional transpor-

tation. E Buses can hold up to 
10 students, while the Caravan 
could handle around five.

“These E Buses have a five-
star safety rating as well, so 
that’s important to us,” Janzen 
said.

Superintendent Thad 
Kaiser is looking into options. 
Obtaining a brand-new E Bus 
may take a couple of months. 
Going with a used bus with low 
miles would make for a quicker 
turnaround.

The Board plans to pursue 

a memorandum of under-
standing with Sheridan School 
District to form a transpor-
tation pool. If agreed upon, 
both Districts would be able to 
use the drivers in the pool for 
transportation needs.

The election of three dif-
ferent Trustee positions was 
called for by the Board: one 
one-year position and two 
three-year positions. Ballots 
will be mailed out but cannot 
be dropped off at the school. 
Those wishing to cast a vote 

must bring the ballot to the 
Clerk and Recorder’s Office in 
Virginia City. Elections will be 
held on May 5.

Coming up, the Board must 
call for levies and make them 
publicly know. They do not 
have to be specified, but the 
Board must announce their 
intent. This year, the Board 
plans to use non-voted levies 
for adult education, bus depre-
ciation, transportation, tuition 
and building reserve funds. 
Voted levies include general 

fund, f lex fund and building 
fund.

During the administra-
tive report, three 6th graders 
demonstrated a Project Lead 
The Way science project. For 
the project, they created a 
tool for younger students with 
physical impairments to play 
with.

Two new substitute teachers 
and a part-time teacher were 
hired. The principal was re-
hired, as February is the month 
for administrative hires.

Free preschool program option for Free preschool program option for 
Madison CountyMadison County

Waterford UPSTART uses a software program to prepare children for kindergarten
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Waterford.org was award-
ed an Education, Innovation 
and Research (EIR) expansion 
grant to combat early educa-
tion challenges in states with 
significant rural populations 
that lack state funded pre-
school. Montana, Madison 
County included, is eligible 
to participate in Waterford’s 
software-based preschool 
program.

Waterford UPSTART was 
created as a software-based 
program designed to prepare 
children for kindergarten and 
empower parents as a child’s 
f irst educator. “Kids do better 
when they feel like they’re 
being supported by their par-
ents,” Kim Fischer, director 
of public relations for Water-
ford, said.

Waterford UPSTART be-
gan as a partnership between 
Waterford and Utah State 
Legislature 11 years ago. 
At that time, the state was 
looking for a way to prepare 
families and their children, 
with limited preschool access, 
for kindergarten.

Similar to Montana, Utah 
has rural areas and spread out 
populations. It was realized 
that putting money solely into 
preschools may not end up 
benefitting the whole popu-
lation. A legislator in Utah 
had heard of Waterford and 
the discussion turned to how 
access could be provided to 
families without having a pre-
school nearby.

“We already do this in the 
schools, so how can we do it 
in the homes?” Fischer asked.

Pam Birkeland, Superin-
tendent of Schools in Madi-
son County, recalled working 
at schools in Helena, Mont. 
and coming across students 
who did not know how to 
hold a book when entering 
kindergarten. It takes a lot of 
work to catch up after start-
ing behind, and students are 
25% more likely to drop out 
if beginning public education 
this way, Dr. Claudia Miner, 
executive director of UP-
START, said in a TEDX talk.

“It (Waterford UPSTART) 
provides everyone who par-
ticipated the opportunity to 
have their children in a more 
ready spot to go to school 
and be successful in school,” 
Birkeland, who recently spent 
time learning about Water-
ford UPSTART at an event, 
said.

Being a f irst-time par-
ent to a child about to enter 
school brings up multitu-
dinous questions. It is not 
always obvious what you are 
supposed to do to prepare 
children for school, Birkeland 
said. 

UPSTART aims to guide 
parents through the process 
with a software program. For 
15 minutes each day, f ive days 
a week, parents work on read-
ing, math and socioemotional 
skills with their children 
for a school-year period of 

time the year before entering 
kindergarten. The algorithm 
caters to the child’s needs by 
identifying areas that need 
extra time. 

Families are given a 
computer and internet access 
if they do not already have 
it, and if at least 80% of the 
program is completed, they 
keep the computer. They have 
access to the software pro-
gram until their child enters 
kindergarten.

To enroll, parents may go 
to waterfordupstart.org and 
start the process. A summer 
orientation will be provided 
for Montana families this 
year to familiarize parents 
with the program. A personal 
parent coach checks in on 
families as they go through 
the process and are there for 
guidance. 

80% of those enrolled 
must meet certain rural 
codes. Families looking to be 
a part of the program living 
in larger areas will be put on 
a waitlist until the 80% crite-
ria is met. After it is, families 
in larger areas can enroll on 
a f irst come first serve basis. 
The goal is to reach all fami-
lies in need.

Having this education 
outside a brick and mortar 
setting and screen time were 
brought up as causes for 
concern. In-school options 
for young students do exist 
around Madison County. 
Twin Bridges has a funded 
preschool program and Alder 
has a free Running Start pro-
gram that caters to children 
who just missed the kinder-
garten age cutoff. 

Ms. Jennifer Konopac-
ki, kindergarten teacher at 
Sheridan Elementary, meets 
with a preschool program 
not associated with Sheridan 
schools to explain what is 
expected of students when 
they enter kindergarten. She 
mentioned some students are 
unable to make use of this 
option because of cost.

“We always have a handful 
of kids that go to preschool 
of some sort and we always 
have a handful that don’t have 
any previous experience,” Ms. 
Konopacki said. If students 
are on the young side of the 
spectrum and lack a form of 
preschool education, they 
often repeat kindergarten.

Fischer brought up the fact 
that screen time is just part 
of our world now. It is more 
a question of what type of 
screen time and how much, 
rather than if it should be 
allowed. UPSTART aims for 
interactive, educational and 
high-quality screen time. 

Dr. Miner explained the 
wide range of UPSTART. 
It can be used for anything 
from providing for under-
served students to supple-
menting existing preschool 
programs. Whatever early 
education problem there is, 
UPSTART aims to f ind a way 
to help.

“We like to remind people 
we are not trying to replace 

anything. We are only trying 
to f ill the gaps,” Fischer said.

This chart compares UPSTART and state preschool programs and students’ success on standardized tests. DIBELS stands for Dynamic Indica-
tors of Early Literacy Skills. SAGE is a comprehensive assessment system in the state of Utah. PHOTO COURTESY OF WATERFORD.ORG

Parent responses to Waterford UPSTART. PHOTO COURTESY OF WATERFORD.ORG

“We already do this in the 
schools, so how can we 

do it in the homes?” FISCHER, 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR 

WATERFORD, ASKED.
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Mainly cloudy with snow showers 
around in the morning. High 33F. 
Winds SE at 10 to 15 mph. Chance 
of snow 40%.

“Rare as 
is true 

love, true 
friendship 

is rarer.”
- Jean de La FontaineSunshine and clouds mixed. High 

near 35F. Winds SSW at 10 to 15 
mph.

Mostly cloudy skies. High 43F. 
Winds SSW at 10 to 20 mph.

Mostly sunny. High 42F. Winds S 
at 10 to 15 mph.

A few passing clouds, otherwise 
generally sunny. High 39F. Winds 
SW at 10 to 15 mph.

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

WE ALSO HAVE A NEW OFFICE IN SHERIDAN AT 308 MAIN ST .WE ALSO HAVE A NEW OFFICE IN SHERIDAN AT 308 MAIN ST .

Melody Suesserman,  Enrolled AgentMelody Suesserman,  Enrolled Agent
406-682-7769 •  PO Box 1469 •  Ennis  MT 59729

Fax :  406-281-7242
www.Rockinstax .com

{ {

Bugs and BourBon First Weds. ea. month 6 - 7:30pm. 
(Free Fly tying workshop with appetizers and prizes.)

open mic night every thursday 6 - 7:30pm. 
(All musicians, poets, comedians, story tellers, etc. welcome)

Live music every Friday 5:30 - 7:30pm.

WEEKLY EVENTS

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Where Eastern Medicine 
Meets The West.

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Christensen
R e n t a l s , L L C

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 12pm 
and return Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  R a n c h  & 
R e c R e a t i o n a l 
R e a l  e s ta t e 

(406) 682-3363  |  105 E MAIN STREET ENNIS, MT 59729  |   WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

Kristie
Vessey

Sales 
Associate 

(406) 580-1842

Brandy 
Hilton

Sales 
Associate 

(406) 570-8757

Dot
Estep

Broker
(406) 570-9067

Tonight (Wednesday) at 6 pm on RFD TV 

profiles the Willowood Ranch in Pony. 

WERE YOU IN EPISODE 6 FOR
THE ENNIS GRAND OPENING? 

WATCH HERE....www.haydenoutdoors.com/tv-show

THIS WEEK’S EPISODE PROFILES 
WILLOWOOD RANCH IN PONY.
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UP NEXT:

Grounded
Bob Sahli on Eastern and 

Western movement techniques
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Bob Sahli is a familiar face in Ennis. Ennis 
residents are probably aware of his 28-year 
physical therapy career and practice, Ennis 
Physical Therapy. The fact that he has studied 
Eastern medicine and healing techniques for 
about 15 years may be a lesser known fact.

Bob White, a past Ennis resident, was Sahli’s 
first point of contact with Eastern traditions. 
White taught Sahli tai chi, an art practiced for 
a variety of benefits, in the 1990s. From there, 
Sahli was intrigued and wanted to know how he 
could apply what he learned to physical therapy.

In 2018, Sahli started a two-year certifica-
tion course to become an orthopedic movement 
specialist. He will be the only person in Mon-
tana to obtain this certification once it is com-
pleted in April. The program uses yoga, tai chi, 
Qi gong and Feldenkrais to break the body into 
parts and study how the sections work together. 

Everything in the body is connected. When 
experiencing pain in one area, it is often 
ignored that the source may be coming from 
the opposite side of the body. “Medicine has 
forgotten there are connections. Medicine has 
become robotic,” Sahli said. He sees his patients 
as individuals but understands their issues are 
not concentrated to an individual area of the 
body.

“I look at the spine and how its twisted. I 
look at how they walk, how they sit, how they 
hold their head,” he explained. This holistic 
approach to managing injuries is a big takeaway 
from his Eastern education, something Western 
medicine forgets.

This certification is another tool in his tool-
box besides Western medicine. As a healthcare 

professional, it is part of his continuing educa-
tion. He strives to be the top movement expert 
in the valley and to provide his patients with 
all the education and support he feasibly can. 
Alongside that, Eastern philosophies of how the 
body works have served him well, professional-
ly and personally.

“This is my passion,” he said.
At River Studios, across the street from Sah-

li’s practice, he teaches tai chi with an ‘eclectic 
approach,’ combining various types into one 
class. Patients tell him they have been falling 
less or are more able to catch themselves after 
practicing tai chi.

Using the connection between the feet and 
the earth, the concept called grounding, is 
instrumental in that stability. Sahli is quick to 
express it is not easy to jump right into. “I’m 
still learning. This has been a process.”

Going further, he acknowledged the stigma 
often associated with tai chi. There is a spiritual 
inner awareness component that makes people 
uncomfortable to start, and he hopes to help 
people move past that initial impression. 

Western and Eastern practices are not mu-
tually exclusive, either. A person may have an 
injury identified by a Western doctor, but use 
Eastern techniques to treat, rather than resort-
ing to pills or surgery.

Sahli hopes to fill that niche for people in 
the valley and offer remedies to pain without 
going to extremes. He wants to provide func-
tionality to patients and help them accomplish 
simple daily tasks, like standing up and brush-
ing your hair, with ease. He continues to prac-
tice what he preaches in order to help people 
move effectively for as long as he can.

“I love my job,” Sahli said.

“This is my 
passion,”” 
bob sahli said.

LEFT: 
Sahli exhibiting a position titled ‘cat stance with dump the bowl’ 
after teaching a tai chi class. PHOTO COURTESY OF BOB 
SAHLI

RIGHT: 
This stance is called the tai chi sweep step. PHOTO COURTESY 
OF BOB SAHLI

Bob Sahli with his faithful friends. Sahli will receive his certification to become an ortho-
pedic movement specialist in April. PHOTO COURTESY OF BOB SAHLI



BE WELL

The Art Committee of the Ruby Valley Medical Center
is very grateful to the artists who have expressed interest

in donating their artwork for display at the hospital!

4444444444
We will explain our plans, answer your questions and enjoy refreshments

Please feel free to bring  your donation(s)
 

Where
Ruby Valley

Medical Center Lobby

___________ When___________
March 7th

5pm

Ruby Valley
Medical
Center321 Madison Street

Sheridan, MT
(406) 842-5453

www.RVMC.org
An equal opportunity provider and employer

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

How stress causes gray hair 

LOOKING FOR A CAREER 
INSTEAD OF A JOB?

WE CAN HELP YOU START YOUR CAREER IN HEALTHCARE!

LET US PAY FOR YOUR EDUCATION!  
BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR TEAM!  
MADISON VALLEY MANOR HAS A LIMITED NUMBER OF 
OPENINGS FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN A CAREER IN 

HEALTHCARE.  GET PAID WHILE YOU LEARN.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CNA PLEASE 
CONTACT CHRISTINE DESPRES, DON, AT 682-7271.  

Deadline FOR APPLICATIONS IS MARCH 11, 2020

“Our Family Taking Care Of Your Family”

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT 
(CNA) CLASS

MARCH 16TH - 31ST, 2020
8:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
75 HOURS ($750 VALUE)

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

As of February 2020, 
Eyes on Main will be consolidating to 

our Bozeman location only.

Come see us at 1425 W. Main St. Unit B

Monday through Thursday 8am to 6pm 
&

Fridays 8am to 5pm

406.586.2173

EyesOnMain-Bozeman.com

NOTICE TO ENN IS  OFF ICE CUSTOMERSNOTICE TO ENN IS  OFF ICE CUSTOMERS

Submitted by NIH

Stress can have a variety of 
negative effects on the body. 
The idea that acute stress can 
cause hair to turn gray is a 
popular belief. But until now, 
that link wasn’t scientifically 
proven.

Hair color is determined by 
cells called melanocytes, which 
produce the pigment melanin. 
New melanocytes are made 
from melanocyte stem cells 
that live within the hair follicle 
at the base of the hair strand. 
As we age, these stem cells 
gradually disappear. The hair 

that regrows from hair folli-
cles that have lost melanocyte 
stem cells has less pigment and 
appears gray.

Researchers set out to 
determine if stress could also 
cause hair to gray, and if so, 
how. The study was funded in 
part by NIH’s National Insti-

tute of Arthritis and Muscu-
loskeletal and Skin Diseases 
(NIAMS) and other NIH com-
ponents. The findings appeared 
in Nature on January 22, 2020.

The research team, led by 
Dr. Ya-Chieh Hsu of Harvard 
University, used mice to ex-
amine stress and hair graying. 
The mice were exposed to three 
types of stress involving mild, 
short-term pain, psychological 
stress, and restricted move-
ment. All caused noticeable 
loss of melanocyte stem cells 
and hair graying.

Having established a link 
between stress and graying, 
the scientists then explored 
several potential causes. They 
first tested whether immune 
attack might be responsible 
for depleting melanocyte stem 
cells. But stressing mice with 
compromised immune systems 
still led to hair graying. The 
team then investigated the role 
of the stress hormone corticos-
terone, but altering its levels 
didn’t affect stress-related 
graying.

The researchers eventually 
turned to the neurotransmitter 

noradrenaline, which, along 
with corticosterone, was elevat-
ed in the stressed mice. They 
found that noradrenaline, also 
known as norepinephrine, was 
key to stress-induced hair gray-
ing. By injecting noradrenaline 
under the skin of unstressed 
mice, the researchers were able 
to cause melanocyte stem cell 
loss and hair graying.

Noradrenaline is produced 
mostly by the adrenal glands. 
However, mice without adrenal 
glands still showed stress-re-
lated graying. Noradrenaline is 
also the main neurotransmitter 
of the sympathetic nervous sys-
tem, which is responsible for 
the “fight-or-flight” reaction in 
response to stress.

The team ultimately discov-
ered that signaling from the 
sympathetic nervous system 
plays a critical role in stress-in-
duced graying. Sympathetic 
nerves extend into each hair 
follicle and release noradren-
aline in response to stress. 
Normally, the melanocyte stem 
cells in the follicle are dormant 
until a new hair is grown. 
Noradrenaline causes the stem 

cells to activate.
Using florescent labelling, 

the researchers observed the 
stem cells change to melano-
cytes and migrate away from 
their reserve in the hair follicle. 
With no remaining stem cells, 
no new pigment cells can be 
made, and any new hair be-
comes gray, then white. 

“When we started to study 
this, I expected that stress 
was bad for the body — but 
the detrimental impact of 
stress that we discovered was 
beyond what I imagined,” Hsu 
says. “After just a few days, all 
of the melanocyte stem cells 
were lost. Once they’re gone, 
you can’t regenerate pigments 
anymore. The damage is per-
manent.”

The authors highlight 
the need to further study 
the interactions between the 
nervous system and stem cells 
in different tissues and organs. 
The knowledge gained in this 
work will be useful in future 
investigations into the impact 
of stress on the body and the 
development of new interven-
tions.

Montana Association for 
the Blind hosting Summer 

Orientation Program
Submitted by 
MONTANA ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE BLIND

This is an offer for ALL 
visually impaired peoples 
18 and older in the state of 
Montana.

At NO COST to you, the 
student, Montana Association 
for the Blind will be hosting 
the Summer Orientation 
Program (SOP). This program 
is designed to help you regain 
your independence again, 

by teaching skills inside and 
outside the home. 

The 4-week program will 
cover travel safety, computer 
instruction, writing alter-
natives, and so much more. 
Not only these classes, but 
you will be in a warm, safe 
environment with people who 
understand - because many 
of us have gone through it 
ourselves.

The (SOP) program will 
be hosted at Rocky College 
in Billings, June 15 to July 

10.  Again, the students pay 
nothing for room, board, and 
training.

If you or someone you 
know and love has lost or is 
in the process of losing your/
their sight, please contact 
Jocelyn DeHaas at (406) 442-
9411 or mab.sop15@yahoo.
com

Would you like to 
advertise in our 

“BE WELL” 

section? 

Call us at 682-7755 
and we’ll help 

you out!
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COMMODITY INSITE:  
STILL COMES DOWN TO EVENTS  by Jerry Welch

A few days ago, the USDA 
announced their long term 
projections for corn and 
soybean prices. The data 
was prepared from July 2019 
through January 2020. Suc-
cessful Farming posted the 
following sobering headline 
regarding the report: “USDA’S 
LONG-TERM PROJECTIONS 
KEEP CORN, SOYBEAN 
PRICES LOW.” Successful 
Farming went on to quote the 
USDA by stating, “Through-
out the 10-year period, USDA 
sees the farm price for corn 
ranging between $3.40 and 
$3.60 per bushel. For soybeans, 
a farm price range is projected 
between $8.45 and $9.05 per 
bushel.” 

As a reminder, last growing 
season was so wet and cold that 
15 to 20 million acres were not 
planted. This season, the odds 
are high those acres will come 
back into production. If so 
and in the absence of weath-
er issues during the growing 

season, several private research 
groups are forecasting soybean 
prices to slip as low as $8 a 
bushel and corn to $3 or so. In 
other words, the USDA, even 
with their bearish outlook for 
the coming decade may be too 
optimistic regarding soybean 
and corn prices come the fall 
harvest of 2020. 

But the USDA and a host 
of private research groups are 
not taking into consideration 
three major events that could 
alter the outlook for not only 
corn and soybean prices this 
year but for years to come. The 
three major events are the very 
ones I touched on last week in 
my column entitled, “Events 
My Dear Readers, Events.”

The three events I discussed 
last week were climate change, 
coronavirus and the newly 
signed trade agreement with 
China. Any one of those events 
or combination of those events 
can alter the bearish USDA 
projections of lower prices for 

corn, soybeans and a host of 
other commodities as well. 

I am not trying to bad 
mouth the USDA regarding 
their long term outlook for any 
commodity including corn and 
soybeans. But to be perfect-
ly blunt, there is no way the 
USDA or any other group can 
come even close to predicting 
precisely what will unfold in 
the years ahead due to those 
events.  Predicting accurately 
the long term implication of 
those events is simply not pos-
sible by the USDA. Or, anyone 
else for that matter.

Historically, the weather, or 
Mother Nature is the wildcard 
for most ag-markets and, in 
particular, grains. But today 
and moving forward, we are 
talking climate change and not 
simply weather issues. The five 
years leading up to 2020 were 
the hottest in history. And 

January, 2020, was the warmest 
January for the entire globe in 
141 years of record keeping. 
Climate change is an event that 
will throw a monkey wrench 
into any USDA forecast. 

As for the coronavirus, 
based on reports this week 760 
million people in China are 
basically on lock -down. Or, 
quarantine. Plus, the virus is 
now found or suspected in 29 
other countries as well. It is 
way too soon to argue corona-
virus will not further impact 
trade or demand for food-
stuffs anywhere in the world. 
The USDA is woefully behind 
the curve on coronavirus as a 
market moving event.  

The trade deal recently 
signed with China is some-
thing not experienced by U.S. 
grain and livestock producers 
since the early 1970’s to mid 
1980’s when prices soared 

to all-time record highs due 
to aggressive buying by the 
former Soviet Union and crop 
failures. The trade deal with 
China is, in my view, new 
found demand. China has 
committed itself to buy $40 
billion worth of food-stuffs a 
year for two years. That has 
never been done before. This 
week alone, they announced 
the tariffs placed on 696 U.S. 
products will be dropped and 
on March 2, they will embark 
on a buying program to honor 
the trade deal. 

When China lifted the tar-
iffs on all those U.S. products, 
the CRB and the Goldman 
Sachs indexes posted gains as 
did most all other hard asset 
markets. Gold prices rose to 
a new seven year high with 
palladium hitting a new all-
time historic high. And then 
the Labor Department an-

nounced that producer prices 
increased by the most in a year 
in January. Commodities, per 
se, bounced impressively this 
week without Chinese buying 
yet to come.

Of course, one week does 
not make for a trend. I admit 
to that totally. But do not think 
for one moment that the three 
events I highlighted the past 
few weeks, coronavirus, cli-
mate change and the trade deal 
with China are fundamentals 
to aimlessly shrug off. Any of 
those events can alter the short 
and long term outlook for the 
U.S. ag-markets despite the 
recent downbeat forecast from 
the USDA, regarding grains. 

The fate of most markets 
and in particular the U.S. 
ag-markets still comes down to 
events. Remain alert!

columns

I watched the final curtain call.   I knew that I’d been blessed.  
I’d spent a perfect evening of country at its best.  

That night in the assembly hall, where cowboys would perform, 
I felt an air of 

country charm.  The welcome there was warm.
When all at once our country’s flag was marched up to the 

stage.  We stood and 
took our hats off; even those of younger age.  

We gave respect to our great flag and showed our true alli-
ance.  Then all proclaimed those famous words.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance.
The program could have ended there.  I’d felt my feelings swell.  
But the entertainers made the night.  They sang and spoke so 

well.  
Some of the cowboys played guitar and 

sang a song or two.  And some recited poetry of cowboys 
they’d once knew.

The emcees handed down their jokes and 
sang a cowboy song.  They both knew how to run a show and 

moved it right along.  
The cowboys and the cowgirls all had honed 

their talents well.  They knew what they were doing and it 
wasn’t hard to tell.  

And when the night was over I reflected 
on the show.  The cowboy way is still alive, much more than 

most would know.  
I must confess how proud this cowboy program 

made me feel.  We live here in this country where our freedoms 
are for real.

We enjoyed a country evening and we showed 
our flag respect.  And no one in the room was there to keep us 

all in-check.  
Let’s remember just how blessed we are to live in this great 
land.   And yes, the cowboy still exists, from his indelible 

brand.  
So next year when this cowboy program 

comes back into town.  Let’s see if we can fill 
the seats.  Don’t let those cowboys down!

A Cowboy EveningA Cowboy Evening

HOLLOWTOP
Smoke Signals

A Wrangler’s 

Reckless 
Writings

By Bryce Angell

It’s an annual occurrence. I know they 
are not due until April 15th. That should give 
me plenty of time to sit down and compile 
the information needed to file my 2019 taxes. 
Nevertheless, my tax anxiety level has already 
increased and with good reason.

Just like every previous year, I will doubt-
less look at my annual earnings, compared 
to my expenditures, and see someone who 
is getting by. Regrettably, also just like every 
previous year, the IRS will scrutinize the same 
data and see a man who obviously belongs in 
the top 1% of earners in the nation. Moreover, 
it never ceases to amaze me how the govern-
ment bean counters can examine an invest-
ment, in which I clearly lost money, and hit 
me with capital gains taxes.  Clearly, federal 
accounting methods fundamentally differ 
from the accounting I learned in college.

Equally troubling is the, ever-increasing, 

multitude of taxes that affect many of the 
things a citizen does on a daily basis (i.e.-gas 
tax, 911 tax, rental car tax, etc., etc.)  Because 
they aren’t recorded in a person’s year-end 
taxes, they are sometimes referred to as “hid-
den” taxes. The way I see it, no matter where a 
tax is found, it’s still a tax! 

Nevertheless, such taxes are easier for 
Congress to pass then say an income tax in-
crease. So, as I see it, given our enormous 
national debt, there’s sure to be a push to in-
crease the number of “hidden” taxes. At the 
rate things are going, I fear that it won’t be 
long before each flush of a residential thunder 
mug (commode) will be taxed by the govern-
ment. That worrisome thought led me to com-
pile the following list of likely new taxes: 
•  a tax on tax refunds
•  an “existential” tax will be levied on all 
   voting-age citizens, just for being alive
•  a tax on gambling losses
•  a tax on food stamps
•  a sin tax on chocolate

•  a tax on the owners of overweight lamas
•  a homing pigeon mileage tax
•  a tax on short people for failing to 
   measuring up to expectations
•  a tax on air used to inflate tires
•  a tax on blood transfusions
•  a luxury tax on gluten-free bagels
•  a tax on growing old
•  a tax for complaining about your taxes

As can be seen above, the list of likely new 
taxes could multiply quickly. Already, when 
the hidden taxes are added on to the yearly 
income taxes, the percentage of income being 
taxed is truly eye popping. As such, I feel that 
my tax anxiety is fully justified. In fact, I fear 
I may have to take out a loan to pay this year’s 
taxes, and I am worried that the loan might 
be taxed.

Art lives in Harrison, Montana.  His es-
says, stories, and poetry have been published in 
newspapers, journals, literary magazines, and 
on-line magazines.

The highlights of the Montana night 
sky in March include Venus shining higher 
in the evening sky than it has since 2012 
and Mars having close conjunctions first 
with Jupiter and then with Saturn in the 
pre-dawn hours. 

As March begins, look for brilliant Ve-
nus high up in the western sky beginning 
right after sunset.  Venus appears higher in 
the evening sky than it has since 2012, ap-
pearing at its very highest on the evening 
of March 24.  Venus sets about 10:15 p.m. 
Standard time on March 1 and about 12:10 
a.m. Daylight time on March 31.  The pre-
dawn hours provide the most active plane-
tary action as Mars has close conjunctions 
first with Jupiter and then with Saturn.  As 
the month begins, look for Mars, Jupiter 
and Saturn spread out in a line stretching 
almost 20 degrees across the early morning 
sky to the left of the teapot shape of the 
constellation Sagittarius.  As the month 
progresses, this separation shrinks as Mars 
passes within about ¾ of a degree of Jupi-
ter on the morning of March 20.  Then on 

March 31, Mars passes within a degree of 
Saturn.   Thus, as March opens, Mars rises 
first at about 4:10 a.m. Standard time, fol-
lowed by Jupiter, which rises at about 4:45 
a.m. Standard time, and then followed by 
Saturn, which rises at 5:15 a.m. Standard 
time.  By the end of the month, this order 
is reshuff led such that Jupiter rises first at 
about 4:05 a.m. Daylight time, followed 
by Saturn, which rises at about 4:25 a.m. 
Daylight time, and then followed by Mars, 
which rises at about 4:30 a.m. Daylight 
time.

As for the moon, the moon is full on 
March 9.  The moon then forms a com-
pact triangle with Jupiter and Mars on the 
morning of March 18 with Saturn far to 
the left of the moon.  The moon passes to 
the lower left of Venus on the evening of 
March 27 and to the left of Venus the next 
evening.    

The Sun arrives at the vernal equinox 
at 9:50 p.m. on March 19, when the Sun 
heads north across the celestial equator 
and spring begins in the Northern Hemi-

sphere.
For meteor shower watchers, there 

are no major meteor showers this month.  
However, a sporadic meteor can f lash 
across the sky at any time.  From a dark 
site, meteors typically can be seen at a rate 
of about 5 meteors per hour.

W E D D I N G  P L A N N I N G  T I P S

A few worrisome thoughts concerning this year’s taxes
By 

Art Kehler

Richard Stouffer is a life-long 
amateur astronomer and former 
member of Delaware Astronomical 
Society and National Capital 
Astronomers.

Montana Night Sky
Highlights for March

by richard stouffer

February 27, 2020B3THE MADISONIAN



comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Crossword puzzle answers on B9

Sudoku

su
do

ku
 s

ol
ut

io
n

Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

THEME:  CANDY

ACROSS
1. Unfathomably deep chasm
6. Lawyer group
9. Factoid
13. Non-flat area
14. Loquacious person’s gift
15. Member of clergy
16. Kitty sounds
17. Mesozoic one
18. All thumbs
19. *Who’s Pieces?
21. *Life ____
23. Comic book cry
24. Evening in Roma
25. Boar’s mate
28. Bank deposit
30. Actress Ali or singer Tim
35. Flying saucers
37. Yeahs’ opposers
39. One of the Muses
40. Ancient region of western 
Europe
41. *Sweet bear
43. In a little while, old-fashioned
44. Like a neon sign
46. Fashion’s “New Look” inventor
47. Weasel’s cousin
48. Cash in credit card points, e.g.
50. “Good grief!”
52. The Old Man’s turf
53. Tucked in
55. Sine ____ non
57. *”Gimme a break” bar
60. *Egg with a surprise
63. Southwestern hut
64. Step on it
66. Small Asian ungulate
68. What radiology and biology have 
in common
69. Chihuahua’s cry
70. a.k.a. Ernest?
71. Japanese money, pl.
72. Blitzed
73. Industrious

DOWN
1. Similar to an adder
2. View from a moving train
3. Yesteryear
4. Shopping ____
5. Creates disorder
6. Forever and a day
7. *Hershey made the first American 
milk chocolate one
8. Belittle
9. Have supper

10. Tennis serving whiz
11. Memorial Day solo
12. “The ____ of Racing in the Rain”
15. Fast and lively
20. Increasing
22. Location of ulna
24. Hindered
25. *Principal candy ingredient
26. Allowed into a bar, e.g.
27. Past tense of will
29. Glorify

31. SI unit of mass
32. Raja’s wife, pl.
33. Do penance
34. *Famous fictional bar
36. ____ gin
38. Smoke plus fog
42. Baghdad resident
45. Not strongly
49. CEO’s deg.
51. Fertilized

54. C2H5
56. “J’____” by #46 Across
57. Green superfood
58. Desktop picture
59. Facebook photo links
60. Not disregarded, as in a promise
61. Marine eagle
62. Surprise at a speakeasy
63. *Almond-induced state
65. Cardinal 3
67. Bovine hangout

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

BULL SALE 
MARCH 3, 2020

BLACK AND RED
SIMMENTAL : SIMANGUS

BULLS!!
Contact for a catalog today!

Tom and Kathy Hill
Box 186

Stanford, MT 59479
(406) 566-2479

Email: hillssimmentalmt@yahoo.com
website: www.hillsimmental.com

Find us on Facebook!!!

DILBERT

LUANN
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

HELP WANTED

For Rent:  professional office 
space in Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. 
Includes common area confer-
ence room, utilities, and other 
amenities. $285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Registered Nurse, PRN, (3) 
Licensed Practical Nurse Per 

Diem Clinic, (4) Certified 
Nurse Assistant, Per Diem, 

(5) Certified Medical 
Assistant Per Diem. We have 

a dynamic and supportive 
nursing team. Join us! Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

SERVICES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

Gary Kinney
702-5372702-5372

OROR send a text
596-7003596-7003

MASSAGE THERAPIST - 
TWIN BRIDGES

406-792-5200
Tangles Salon

Available Mon-Sat by 
appointment

$45/hr
Ask for Mary!

R.L. Winston fly rod company in 
Twin Bridges has openings for 
two production floor workers. 
These positions are full time 
Monday through Friday from 
6:00 am till 2:00 pm. We offer 

competitive salary and benefits. 
Please contact Joe Begin at the 

plant for more information. 
Applications are available at 

the plant and can be mailed at 
request. Come help us make the 

finest fly rods in the world!
careers@winstonrods.com

 9 strengthen Montana’s Economy
 9 Confront Montana’s drug tradE
 9 Protect Montana’s way of life

Greg Gianforte has a plan 
for Montana’s future

Paid for by Greg for Montana, P.O. Box 877, Helena, MT 59624 (R)

 G O V E R N O R  G O V E R N O R

20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40 
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for 

information. LOST!
Lost! Rhinestone lanyard with 
2 sets of car keys and key fobs, 

and other keys. Lost on or 
around January 21 between 

Bozeman-Whitehall-Sheridan. 
REWARD OFFERED. 

Please call with any 
information 406-842-5113.

ESTATE SALES

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844

I N C O M E 
T A X E S ! 

Aggressive personnel and 
corporate income taxes can file 
all years since 2000 federal and 
states, I also do extensions and 
arbrition. 47 years experience 

with affordable rates. Call 406-
682-5037 for an appt. 103 Moores 

Creek CT Tax Reps, Inc. 
In most cases able to settle with 
IRS for pennies on the dollar.

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

109 N. Gallatin, Harrison, MT
2 BR/1 Bath

1 Car garage, Pets negotiable. 
$750 per month. Call Baycroft 
Property Management at 406-

560-3274. 
www.baycroftproperty.com

Toll Free 1-800-227-5894

Vacation Rental/Seasonal Cleaning
24 HR Flood & Fire Mitigation

HOME • OFFICE • RENTAL • AUTO • RV 
Carpets • Rugs • Upholstery • Windows

Serving Southwest Montana
406-683-2226

Proud member of Greater Ruby Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

LAWN CARE

ROBERT PEABODY 
(406) 404-5925

 · SPRINKLERS 
· LANDSCAPING  

· SPRING CLEAN-UP

FOR SALE

CUSTOM KNIVES. 
Hand-crafted, one of a kind, in 
stock or made to order. Please 

call 406-404-4876.

The Town of Sheridan seeks 
an individual to fill a full-time 
Public Works Worker position. 
Preferred qualifications include 
experience with operation and 
maintenance of light and heavy 
equipment and a wide variety 

of hand tools used in repair and 
maintenance activities; and, 

experience in working in a wide 
variety of weather conditions 
involving heavy manual labor. 
Must obtain requisite DEQ wa-
ter supply, water treatment, and 

wastewater systems operator 
certifications within one year 
with corresponding pay raises 

($1/hr) as certifications are 
successfully completed. Must be 
available for on-call during eve-
ning, night, and weekend hours. 

Starting wage $15 depending 
on experience. This position in-
cludes a full government benefit 
package. Please send resume or 
pick up application at Sheridan 
Town Hall, PO Box 78, 103 E. 
Hamilton Street, Sheridan, MT 
59749. Deadline March 5, 2020 
@ 3:30 PM. Contact: 406-842-
5431 or sheridan@3rivers.net.

Madison Valley Manor is hiring 
a part-time-time Housekeeping 

position. This is a great 
opportunity to work in a “5-Star” 

personal healthcare setting. · 
Excellent pay – $14.65 - $18.18 

DOE · Benefits including Health 
Insurance, Retirement, Life 
Insurance, vacation and sick 
time If you are interested in 
a rewarding career, Madison 

Valley Manor is the place. 
Applications may be found at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov or 
you can pick one up at Madison 
Valley Manor, 211 N Main St., 

Ennis, MT 59729. EOE

HIRING LIFEGUARDS
Ruby Valley Swimming Pool of 
Sheridan, MT - hiring full and 

part-time life guard positions for 
the 2020 swim season. Applicant 

must be flexible for hours and 
work days, some weekends are 

required. Certified training 
will be provided. Application 
deadline is March 15, 2020. 
See rubyvalley pool.com for 

application.

Property Caretaker
Remodels • Decks
Room Additions

Patio Covers 
Roofing

ROBERT PEABODY (406) 404-5925

NOW HIRING
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Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 
 
 

Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $19.79 to $24.74 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
 
 

Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Building Maintenance-Full-time, $18.61 to $23.26 hourly;  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 

Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response;  
 Public Health Department Registered Nurse-Full-time, Permanent $24.00 to $30.00 hourly; and  
 Senior Shuttle Bus Driver-Part-time, Permanent $10.65 to $13.31 hourly. 
 
 
 

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 
Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.                             

 

  (Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (02.27.20) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
Ad #274

Real Estate– Northwest Montana 
– Company owned. Small and 

large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714.

Ad #013
Dahl Memorial Healthcare in 
Ekalaka, Mont. has position 

openings for Registered Nurses 
(RN) and a Clinic RN. DMHA 

offers competitive wages, 
benefits, student loan repayment 
and a moving bonus. For more 
information or to apply, contact 

Melissa Lovec: P.O. Box 46, 
Ekalaka, MT 59324; (406) 775-
8730; mlovec@dmhainc.com. 

EOE

Ad #017
PRIVATE TREATY 

HEREFORD BULLS. MC 
brand MCMURRY CATTLE 

BILLING. WEBSITE:  
mcmurrycattle.com . 

REASONABLY PRICED 
PROVEN BALANCED TRAIT 
GENETICS Delivery available. 
HP (406) 254 1247. CELL. (406) 
697 4040 Email mcmurrycattle@

gmail.com

Ad #018
MTFWP is hiring seasonal AIS 

Watercraft Inspectors state-
wide. $13.78/hour. High School 

Diploma or equivalency and 
Valid Drivers License required. 

Apply online at statecareers.
mt.gov.
Ad #032

CEO/GM POSITION with 
Scranton Equity Exchange, 

Scranton, ND. Manage  very 
successful multi-location 

cooperative.  Grain experience 
preferred.  For consideration, 

submit resume David.lemmon@
chsinc.com (320) 219-0270  

https://chsmembercooperative.
catsone.com/careers/

Ad #264
Reach over 400,000 readers in 

Montana and beyond to promote 
your product, service, event and 

business. Contact this newspaper, 
or the Montana Newspaper 

Association at (406) 443-2850 or 
email stacy@mtnewspapers.com 
or member@mtnewspapers.com. 
25 words for the small investment 

of $149.

BBHHHHSSMMTT..CCOOMM  
EENNNNIISS::  440066..668822..55000022
SSHHEERRIIDDAANN::  440066..884422..55665500  
TTWWIINN  BBRRIIDDGGEESS::  440066..668844..55668866

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

PPEENNDDIINNGG

Inventory is low!Inventory is low!  
BUYER DEMAND IS HIGH! BUYER DEMAND IS HIGH! 

CONSIDER LISTING TODAY!CONSIDER LISTING TODAY!

• Unique barn style 1,644± sf home
• Jefferson River access right out your door!
• Garage, gazebo, large yard

Sarah
Weitz 

sales associate
406.925.2260

JEFFERSON RD, JEFFERSON ACRES
$179,000 | #342075

• Very cute cabin for sale with an extra lot
• Open concept, bed/bath on main floor
• Extra shed for storage

Holly 
Driskill

sales associate
406.451.3527 

CRITTENDEN ST, VIRGINIA CITY
$165,000 | #335562

• 1,766± sf, 3bd, 2ba home
• 4.77± acres w/barn & corrals
• Irrigation water rights 

Nicholette
Picken

sales associate
406.698.0853

178 CAREY LANE, SHERIDAN
$375, 000 | #342446

• Stunning Montana Horse Property
• 2,822± sf home on 21± irrigated acres
• Garage, shop, multiple corrals, loafing shed

Michelle
VanDyke 

broker
406.684.5686

MT HIGHWAY 287, TWIN BRIDGES
$579,000 | #341091

• Property backs up 40± acres of BLM
• Custom 3 bd, 2 ba home
• Short distance to NFS

Rikki
Dilschneider 

broker
406.581.5155     

S. MEADOW CREEK, MCALLISTER
$399,000 | #332126

• 66.29± acres bordering BLM
• Consists of 2 patented mining claims
• Spectacular recreational getaway 

Frank
Colwell 

broker
406.596.1076 

LOT 5 ECLIPSE CREEK, SHERIDAN
$179,000 | #323768

Expert Care, Small Town Compassion 
P 406.682.6605  |  MVMEDCENTER.ORG

WITH CARDIAC REHAB

K E E P  Y O U R

Learn how to keep your heart healthy or recover from a heart 
event through exercise, education, and healthy living.
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
FEBRUARY 27, 2020

NOTICE OF HEARING ON NAME 
CHANGE
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY. 
In the matter of the name change of LILY 
GARCIA ROBINSON, Petitioner
Cause NO: DV-29-2020-5
This is notice that Petitioner has asked the 
District Court for a change of name from 
LILY GARCIA ROBINSON to LILIA ALICIA 
GARCIA. 
The hearing will be on March 23, 2020 
at 11:00 a.m.. The hearing will be at the 
Courthouse in Madison County.
/s/ Karen Miller,
Clerk of District Court
January 27, 2020
(Pub. FEB. 6, 13, 20, 27, 2020) 
LG
MNAXLP

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY THOMAS 
A. BROWNE, Jr. AND KATHLEEN 
FOURHMAN-BROWNE, Plaintiffs, v. 
MADISON COUNTY TREASURER, 
SHINING MOUNTAINS WEST, a limited 
partnership, SHINING MOUNTAINS WEST 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION, 3 RIVERS 
TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE INC., 
BEAVERCREEK RANCHES INC., DALE 
JOHANSEN, President of Beavercreek 
Ranches Inc., KEN GRINSTEINER, Trustee 
for Northwest News Co., Employee Profit 
Sharing Plan & Trust, Each and all of the 
unknown owners of the real property or any 
portion thereof, described in the Complaint 
in this action, filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the above-entitled Court; All of the heirs, 
devisees, successors or assigns, of each of 
said unknown owners who may be deceased, 
if any; And all other persons unknown, 
claiming or who might claim any right, title, 
estate, or interest in or lien or encumbrance 
upon the real property described in the 
Complaint, or any portion thereof, adverse 
to Plaintiffs’ ownership or any cloud upon 
Plaintiffs’ title thereto, whether such claim 
or possible claim be present or contingent, 
Defendants. Cause No. DV 29-2017-
27 THE STATE OF MONTANA SENDS 
GREETINGS TO: Beavercreek Ranches 
Shining Mountains West Dale Johansen, 
President Beavercreek Ranches, Inc. Each 
and all of the unknown owners of the real 
property or any portion thereof, described 
in the Complaint in this action, filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the above-entitled 
Court; All of the heirs, devisees, successors 
or assigns, of each of said unknown owners 
who may be deceased, if any: And all other 
persons, unknown, claiming or who might 
claim any right, title, estate, or interest in or 
lien or encumbrance upon the real property 
described in the Complaint, or any portion 
thereof, adverse to plaintiff’s ownership or 
any cloud upon plaintiff’s title thereto, whether 
such claim or possible claims be present or 
contingent. You are hereby summoned to 
answer the Complaint in this action, which is 
filed in this office of the Clerk of Court, a copy 
of which is herewith served upon you, and 
to file your answer and serve a copy thereof 
upon the Plaintiff’s attorney within twenty-one 
(21) days after the service of this Summons, 
exclusive of the day of service. In case of 
your failure to appear or answer, judgment 
will be taken against you by default for the 
relief demanded in the Complaint. This action 
is brought for the purpose of quieting title to 
land situated in Madison County, Montana, 
described as follows: Tract 106 of Certificate 
of Survey No. 292, located in NE ¼ and SE 
¼ of Section 12, Township 4 South, Range 
2 West, P.M.M., according to Certificate 
of Survey filed in Book 7 of Surveys, page 
292, records of Madison County, Montana. 
WITNESS my hand and the seal of the 
Court, this 27 day of January, 2020. Karen J. 
Miller, Clerk of District Court By: /S/ KAREN 
J. MILLER Deputy Clerk
(Pub. FEB.13, 20, 27, 2020) 
JMG
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Tyler T. Dugger TOLLIVER LAW FIRM, 
P.C. P.O. Box 1913 Billings, MT 59103-
1913 Telephone: (406) 256-9600 tdugger@
tolliverlaw.com Attorneys for. Plaintiff 
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT MADISON COUNTY THE LAKE 
CONDOMINIUM OWNERS ASSOCIATION, 
a Montana nonprofit corporation, Plaintiff, 
VS. W. LOUIS MCDONALD, and ALL 
OTHER PERSONS, UNKNOWN, CLAIMING 
OR WHO MIGHT CLAIM ANY RIGHT, 
TITLE, ESTATE, OR INTEREST IN OR 
LIEN OR ENCUMBRANCE UPON THE 
REAL PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE 
COMPLAINT ADVERSE TO PLAINTIFF’S 
OWNERSHIP OR ANY CLOUD UPON 
PLAINTIFF’S TITLE, WHETHER THE CLAIM 
OR POSSIBLE CLAIM IS PRESENT OR 
CONTINGENT, Defendants. Cause No. DV-
29-2019-34 Judge: Hon. Luke Burger In the 
district court of the Fifth Judicial District of the 
State of Montana, in the County of Madison, 
THE LAKE CONDOMINIUM OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION, a Montana nonprofit 
corporation vs. W. LOUIS MCDONALD, 
and ALL OTHER PERSONS, UNKNOWN, 
CLAIMING OR WHO MIGHT CLAIM ANY 
RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, OR INTEREST IN 
OR LIEN OR ENCUMBRANCE UPON THE 
REAL PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE 
COMPLAINT ADVERSE TO PLAINTIFF’S 
OWNERSHIP OR ANY CLOUD UPON 
PLAINTIFF’S TITLE, WHETHER THE CLAIM 
OR POSSIBLE CLAIM IS PRESENT OR 
CONTINGENT. The State of Montana to all 
persons claiming any interest in or lien upon 
the real property described in this summons 
or any part of the real property, defendants, 
Greetings: You are required to appear 
and answer the complaint of THE LAKE 
CONDOMINIUM OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
a Montana nonprofit corporation, Plaintiff, 
filed with the Clerk of this Court, within 
21 days after the first publication of this 
summons. This action is specifically brought 

to quiet title to land situated in Madison 
County, Montana, and described as follows: 
An undivided 1/50th Timeshare Interest 
in and to Condominium Unit 1513 of Lake 
Condominiums constructed on Lot 2, Custer 
Minor Subdivision, a platted subdivision of 
Madison County, Montana, according to the 
official plat thereof, as amended on file in 
the Office of the Madison County Clerk and 
Recorder, known hereafter as Timeshare 
Week Number 7, according to the Declaration 
of Condominium thereof recorded on 
September 7 1984, in Book 302, Page 497; 
as initially amended and recorded on August 
20, 1986, in Book 316, Page 830, by the First 
Supplemental Declaration of Annexation 
Under the Montana Unit Ownership Act 
Pertaining to Lake Condominiums; as further 
amended and recorded on September 29, 
1986, in Book 317, Page 944 by the Second 
Supplemental Declaration of Annexation 
Under the Montana Unit Ownership Act 
Pertaining to Lake Condominiums; as further 
amended and recorded on September 
6, 1991, in Book 355, Page 758-774, 
by the Third Supplemental Declaration 
of Annexation Under the Montana 
Unit Ownership Act Pertaining to Lake 
Condominiums (as said Declaration and 
Amendments may be hereafter amended 
from time to time); in the public records of 
Madison County, State of Montana. You are 
further notified that, unless you appear and 
answer, the Plaintiff will apply to the Court 
for the relief demanded in the complaint 
as follows: WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays 
for judgment as follows: A. T h a t 
the Defendants, both known and unknown, 
may be required to set forth the nature of 
their claims and that all adverse claims of the 
Defendants or any of them, be determined 
by a decree of this Court; B. T h a t 
by said Decree, it be declared and adjudged 
that the Defendants, or any of them, have no 
right, title or interest in the Property; C. 
That Defendants, and each of them, and all 
persons claiming under or through them, be 
forever enjoined and debarred from asserting 
any claim whatever in and to the Property 
adverse to the Plaintiffs; and D. S u c h 
other relief as the court deems proper under 
the circumstances. WITNESS my Hand and 
Seal of said Court this 15th day of July, 2019. 
/s/ Karen Miller Clerk of District Court
(Pub. FEB. 13, 20. 27, 2020) 

TOLLIVER
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF BOARD VACANCIES:
The Madison County Board of Commissioners 
has vacancies on the Big Sky Transportation 
Board; the DUI Task Force; three vacancies 
on the Mental Health Local Advisory Council; 
two vacancies on the Planning Board; (one 
representing the Silver Star/Twin Bridges 
area and/or Harrison/Pony/Norris Area and 
one Conservation District Representative); 
two vacancies on the Public Health 
Board; two vacancies on the Road Review 
Committee; one vacancy on the Weed 
Board; one vacancy for a Substitute Member 
on the Tax Appeal Board; one vacancy on 
the Laurin Cemetery District Board; and one 
vacancy on the Madison Valley Cemetery 
District Board. If you are interested in filling 
any of these vacancies, please contact the 
Commissioners’ Office at 406-843-4277, or 
by email at madco@madisoncountymt.gov. 
PDF application forms can be found on the 
county website at https://madisoncountymt.
gov/DocumentCenter/View/833 Please 
return completed applications to: Madison 
County Commissioners’ Office P.O. Box 278 
Virginia City, MT 59755
(Pub. FEB. 20, 27, MARCH 5, 2020) 
MADISON COUNTY COMMISH
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
The 67th Annual Meeting of 3 Rivers 
Telephone Cooperative, Inc. will be held on 
Monday, March 16, 2020, in the Fairfield 
Community Hall, Fairfield, Montana. A 
buffet dinner will be served from Noon to 
1:00 p.m. Registration will begin at 11:00 
a.m. and the meeting will be called to order 
at 1:00 p.m. Capital credit checks will be 
distributed at the registration tables. We 
make every effort to protect your privacy; 
therefore, checks will only be given to the 
actual member(s) named on the account. 
An absentee ballot will be mailed. This 
should only be completed and mailed in the 
envelope provided for those individuals that 
do NOT plan to attend the meeting. If you 
choose to attend the Annual Meeting, you 
will need to cast your vote in person. The 
business agenda includes election of three 
trustees, an audit report by Moss Adams, 

LLP, report by the President, report by the 
CEO/General Manager, and other business 
that may come before the membership. The 
following members have been nominated 
and approved by the Nominating Committee, 
pursuant to the bylaws, to stand for election 
to the Board of Trustees: from the Ennis/
Harrison area – Howard W. Goltz; the East 
Conrad/Conrad/Brady/Shelby/Power area 
– Kyle J. Burgmaier; and the Belt/Geyser/
Raynesford/Neihart/Stockett area – Mary E. 
Hill. Each nominee will have the opportunity 
to give a three-minute speech. Additional 
nominations for trustees may be made as 
per the bylaws. Door prizes will be awarded 
at the end of the meeting including the grand 
prize — a big screen smart TV! The Business 
Office in Fairfield will be closed the day of the 
Annual Meeting from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
for walk-in traffic, but will still be taking phone 
calls and trouble reports. Please mark the 
date on your calendar and plan to attend. If 
you are unable to attend and want to watch 
via the Internet, log onto 3rivers.net and 
follow the link to the annual meeting.
(Pub. FEB.27, MAR. 5, 2020) 
3R
MNAXLP

PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO 
PROTEST ISSUANCE OF ONE NEW 
MONTANA ALL-ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES LICENSE
MOONLIGHT GOLF SPIRITS LLC (Samuel 
Byrne and Matthew Kidd, Owner(s)) has 
applied for one new Montana All-Alcoholic 
Beverages License No. 25-999-4544-009 to 
be operated at MOONLIGHT GOLF SPIRITS 
LLC, 510 Moonlight Trail, Big Sky, Gallatin 
County. The public may protest this license 
transfer in accordance with the law. Who 
can protest this transfer? Protests will be 
accepted from residents of the county of the 
proposed location Gallatin County, residents 
of adjoining Montana counties, and residents 
of adjoining counties in another state if the 
criteria in 16-4-207(4)(d), Montana Code 
Annotated (MCA), are met. What information 
must be included? Protest letters must be 
legible and contain (1) the protestor’s full 
name, mailing address, and street address; 
(2) the license number 25-999-4544-009 and 
the applicant’s name MOONLIGHT GOLF 
SPIRITS LLC; (3) an indication that the letter 

is intended as a protest; (4) a description 
of the grounds for protesting; and (5) the 
protestor’s signature. A letter with multiple 
signatures will be considered one protest 
letter. What are valid protest grounds? The 
protest may be based on the applicant’s 
qualifications listed in 16-4-401, MCA, or 
the grounds for denial of an application in 
16-4-405, MCA. Examples of valid protest 
grounds include: (1) the applicant is unlikely 
to operate the establishment in compliance 
with the law; (2) the proposed location cannot 
be properly policed by local authorities; and 
(3) the welfare of the people in the vicinity 
of the proposed location will be adversely 
and seriously affected. How are protests 
submitted? Protests must be postmarked to 
the Department of Revenue, Office of Dispute 
Resolution, P.O. Box 5805, Helena, Montana 
59604-5805 on or before March 28, 2020. 
What happens if the transfer is protested? 
Depending on the number of protests and 
the protest grounds, a public hearing will be 
held in Helena or Big Sky. All valid protestors 
will be notified of the hearing’s time, date and 
location. Hearings typically are scheduled 
within 90 days. A protester’s hearing 
testimony is limited to the grounds in the 
protester’s letter. Following the hearing, the 
Department of Revenue will notify the public 
whether the license transfer is approved or 
denied. How can additional information be 
obtained? The cited MCA statutes are online 
at leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/. Questions may 
be directed to Charlene Sholey, Compliance 
Specialist for the Department of Revenue’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Division, at 444-
3505 or Charlene.Sholey@mt.gov.
(Pub. FEB. 27, MAR. 5, 12, 2020) 
DEPT REV.
MNAXLP

2020-2021 REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Madison 
County, Montana, is requesting proposals for 
Employee Group Benefits Coverage inclusive 
of medical and prescription coverage with 
dental, vision, and life insurance as additional 
coverage for the plan year beginning July 1, 
2020, through June 30, 2021. This coverage 
may be extended for additional years without 
calling for subsequent proposals at the 
discretion of Madison County. We hope to 

secure an initial contract for three-four years. 
All proposals must be sealed and identified 
on the outside of the envelope as “Employee 
Group Benefits Proposal”. Proposals must be 
received no later than March 23, 2020, at 5:00 
p.m. by the Madison County Commissioners’ 
Office at 103 W. Wallace Street, P.O. Box 
278, Virginia City, MT 59755-0278. Sealed 
bids will be opened at the Commissioners’ 
meeting on March 24, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 
All proposals must be submitted in the 
format specified in the RFP with 10 copies 
available for the Employee Group Benefits 
Committee and Commissioners. Additional 
information may be obtained by contacting 
Laurie Buyan, Commissioners’ Assistant, or 
a Madison County Commissioner at 406-
843-4277, or madco@madisoncountymt.
gov. Madison County reserves the right to 
reject any or all proposals, waive formalities, 
and to select the carrier and benefit options 
that best meet the needs of Madison County 
and its employees. Madison County reserves 
the right to select and terminate any servicing 
agent, agency, company or administrator. 
/S/ Dan Allhands, Madison County 
Commission Chairman
(Pub. FEB.27, MAR. 5, 12, 2020) 
MC COMMISH
MNAXLP

FOR YOUR INFORMATION - 
ENNIS AMBULANCE
FYI: Ennis Ambulance is an organization 
that gets no funding from our city or other 
sources. “Friends of Ennis Ambulance” is a 
501c3 entity that supports the ambulance 
service. Contributions are tax-deductible. 
If you are so inclined please remember us. 
Any contributions will go to “Friends of Ennis 
Ambulance” and can be made at the city hail 
or mailed to P.O. Box 147, Ennis Mt. 59729. 
Thank you, Richard L. Sneigoski, Chaplain/
Driver for Ennis Ambulance Service.
(Pub. FEB. 20, 2020) 
ENNIS AMBULANCE
MNAXLP

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

12 Miles East of Kalispell  

on MT Hwy 35

54th ANNUAL

General Merchandise Auction

Bring your items to sell to the Creston School 

grounds on Friday, April 3, 7am-7pm and 

we’ll take care of  the rest. A great chance to 

make some money and support Creston Fire!

FUNDRAISER for the  

Creston Fire Department

Saturday, April 4 • 9am

RV, Marine, Auto & Equipment Sale

Sunday, April 5 • 11am

Hot Food • Crafts • Bake Sale • Rummage Sale

Fun for Kids • Raffle & Drawing!

*NO BUYER’S PREMIUM*

Bid Ticket Fee Pays for 

24-Hour Security

BUY YOUR BID TICKET  

ON FRIDAY

NOT JUST AN AUCTION, 

AN EXPERIENCE!
7,000 ATTENDEES

Call 406-250-7396

or visit crestonfire.org
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Student 
of the 
Week

SHERIDAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IS 
PROUD AND EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE 
1ST GRADE STUDENT, EMILY SCOTT, AS 
OUR STUDENT OF THE WEEK.  EMILY 
IS AN EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT, ALWAYS 
PERFORMING NEAR THE TOP OF HER 
CLASS.  SHE WORKS HARD AND ALWAYS 
HAS A GREAT SMILE ON HER FACE.  HER 
FAVORITE SUBJECTS IN SCHOOL ARE 
MATH AND MUSIC.  EMILY HAS A NUMBER 
OF THINGS SHE LIKES TO DO WHEN SHE 

IS NOT AT SCHOOL, INCLUDING PLAYING WITH HER BROTHER AND SISTER, AS WELL 
AS PLAYING BASKETBALL AND SOCCER.  EMILY ALSO PARTICIPATES IN 4-H; SHE IS 
RAISING CHICKENS AND GOATS RIGHT NOW.   AWESOME JOB EMILY OF EMBODYING 
SHERIDAN ELEMENTARY’S UNIVERSALS OF BE RESPECTFUL, BE RESPONSIBLE, BE 
SAFE, BE SUCCESSFUL, AND BE A PANTHER!     

We are proud of YOU!

Congratulations!

Pet of the Week

Greetings all.  My siblings 
and I are looking for good, 

loving, forever homes.  We can go 
separately or if you want lots of fun 
and loves take two of us.  We are all 
tested and negative for FIV/FeLV, 
got all our shots [well, until next 
year] and are spayed (my brother 

is neutered).  We 
were born on the 
27th of September 
last year.  Love to 
be loved and played 
with.  Please call 
Misty at 439-1405 
about me (us) soon.  
Love, Marita

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

406-682-7151  |   www.ennis.vet

MARITA

SPHINX MOUNTAIN BUSINESS 
BOOSTERS
18 LAND COMPANY 
DON & TAWNYA CLARK 
ENNIS PHARMACY 
GRAVEL FOOD, ETC 
MADISON RIVER FISHING CO. 
MADISON VALLEY BANK 
MCALLISTER INN 
ON THE FLY ESPRESSO
ANNA SPICER, Financial Services Rep. 
with First Interstate Bank
FAN MOUNTAIN 
BUSINESS BOOSTERS
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME SERVICES 
MONTANA PROPERTIES
ENNIS HOME FURNISHINGS 
FIRST INTERSTATE BANK 
FOX ALARM 
HIGH ALTITUDE ELECTRIC 
INA ACCOUNTING 
L&J CONSTRUCTION GROUP, LLC 
MATSON EXCAVATION 
T&E STORAGE

MUSTANG BOOSTERS
Carol Adams 
Dead Cow, Inc. 
Judy & Donnie McFadden 
Rainbow Valley Lodge
Artists on Main 
El Western Cabins 
Mike & Cindy McKitrick 
R Weed Spraying
Benjies Family Dollar 
McKitrick & Sons Construction
Collin & Jessie Rice
Blast & Cast Outfitters
Fanelli Consulting
Mel’s Barber Shop

Allen & Jenny Rohrback
Body Dynamics Pilates
Dottie Fossel 
Moen Excavation LLC 
The Scott Family
Nick &Amanda Burgess
The Humphrey Family 
North 40 Development Co 
Spanish Q - The Rice Family
Christensen Rentals
The Keller Family
Mary Oliver
Ken & Connie Sciuchetti
Clark & Sons Construction
Jeff& Betty Klein
Ott Construction, Inc
John & Antoinette Scully
Croy Construction Inc.
The Leggs
Nicole Pitcher
Lyn Stahn
Madison Valley Property Mgmt 
Schelly& Marty Plumb 
Valley Irrigation

GREEN & WHITE BOOSTERS
* Barsness Family * Galen & Rick 
Bauchman * Jay&Leesa Bingham * 
Bob & Jode Briggs  * Shane & Jenny 
Brozovich * Bill & Brenda Clark * 
Chad & Debbie Coffman * Casey & 
Suzanne Currey * Ramona Durham 
* Jahnna France * Kay Frisbie * The 
Funston Family * Randy & Nicole 
Gilbert * Dr. Joe Gieck *John & Gail 
Gleghorn * Al Hendricks * Manny 
Hoag * Neil Kent * Sam & Elena 
Korsmoe * Larry & Shirley Love *Bob 
& Ginger Martello * Dean & Bonnie 
Matzick * Liz & Carle McCambridge 

* Marlene Moen * Gloria Montgom-
ery *Jean Mueller * Dan & Kathy 
Olkowski * Roy & Stacey Pederson 
* Ron &Sandi Pfau * Jody Sprout & 
Dan Reinoehl *Ford & Snaque Rollo 
* Ron & Kathy Russell * Scott & 
Traci Sciuchetti * Gordon Sheffield * 
Jon Siddoway * Jan Smith* Patricia 
Stabler * Judi Stonebraker & Mike 
Vidal * Sturtz Family * Jeffrey & Mary 
Ann Sussman * Jon & Twyla Swan-
son*Jerry & Lori Taylor * The Thomas 
Family * Dennis & Charlotte Toppel 
* J&M Wachtler * Cedar & Marilyn 
West * Kate & Ross Wilson *

GRAVELLY RANGE 
BUSINESS BOOSTERS
3 Rivers Communications 
D&D Auto, Inc. 
D&D’s Madison River Auto Body
Steve & Marthe Elliott 
Ennis Auto - Parts City 
Ennis Lumber Company 
Ennis RVVillage 
Ennis Trading Post 
ERA Arrow Real Estate 
First American Title Company 
Jumping Horse Ranch 
Klatt & Klatt, CPAs 
Lick-A-Dee-Lube 
Madison Square Athletic Club 
Maples Coffee 
McLeod Mercantile 
Re/Max Mountain Property 
Rocket Shuttles 
Signs West
Skyline Surveying 
Treasure State Shuttles

Thank you Members!
AND GOOD LUCK DURING TOURNAMENT SEASON!

Thank you 
Ennis Boosters 

for your support! 
This year we 

have invested 
over $10,000 in 
academics, arts 
and athletics for 
our Ennis youth.

SPHINX MOUNTAIN 
BUSINESS BOOSTERS
18 LAND COMPANY
DON & TAWNYA CLARK
ENNIS PHARMACY
GRAVEL FOOD, ETC
MADISON RIVER 
FISHING CO.
MADISON VALLEY BANK
MCALLISTER INN
ON THE FLY ESPRESSO
ANNA SPICER, Financial 
Services Rep.with First 
Interstate Bank

FAN MOUNTAIN
BUSINESS BOOSTERS
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOME 
SERVICES
Montana Properties
ENNIS HOME FURNISHINGS
FIRST INTERSTATE BANK
FOX ALARM
HIGH ALTITUDE ELECTRIC
INA ACCOUNTING
L&J CONSTRUCTION GROUP, LLC
MATSON EXCAVATION
T&E STORAGE

GRAVELLY RANGE
BUSINESS BOOSTERS
3 RIVERS COMMUNICATIONS
D&D AUTO, INC.
D&D’S MADISON RIVER AUTO 
BODY
STEVE & MARTHE ELLIOTT
ENNIS AUTO - PARTS CITY
ENNIS LUMBER COMPANY
ENNIS RV VILLAGE
ENNIS TRADING POST
ERA ARROW REAL ESTATE
FIRST AMERICAN TITLE 
COMPANY
JUMPING HORSE RANCH
KLATT & KLATT, CPAS
LICK-A-DEE-LUBE
MADISON SQUARE ATHLETIC 
CLUB
MAPLES COFFEE
MCLEOD MERCANTILE
RE/MAX MOUNTAIN PROPERTY
ROCKET SHUTTLES
SIGNS WEST
SKYLINE SURVEYING
TREASURE STATE SHUTTLES

MUSTANG BOOSTERS
Carol Adams
Dead Cow, Inc.
Judy & Donnie McFadden
Rainbow Valley Lodge
Artists on Main
El Western Cabins
Mike & Cindy McKitrick
R Weed Spraying
Benjies Family Dollar
McKitrick & Sons Construction
Collin & Jessie Rice
Blast & Cast Outfitters
Fanelli Consulting
Mel’s Barber Shop
Allen & Jenny Rohrback
Body Dynamics Pilates
Dottie Fossel
Moen Excavation LLC
The Scott Family
Nick &Amanda Burgess
The Humphrey Family
North 40 Development Co
Spanish Q - The Rice Family
Christensen Rentals
The Keller Family
Mary Oliver
Ken & Connie Sciuchetti
Clark & Sons Construction

Jeff& Betty Klein
Ott Construction, Inc
John & Antoinette Scully
Croy Construction Inc.
The Leggs
Nicole Pitcher
Lyn Stahn
Madison Valley Property Mgmt
Schelly& Marty Plumb
Valley Irrigation

Green & White 
BOOSTERS
Chris & Scott Arnold
John & Ann Bancroft
Barsness Family
Galen & Rick Bauchman
Jay & Leesa Bingham
Bob & Jode Briggs
Shane & Jenny Brozovich
Bill & Brenda Clark
Chad & Debbie Coffman
Casey & Suzanne Currey
Ramona Durham
Jahnna France
Kay Frisbie
The Funston Family
Randy & Nicole Gilbert
Dr. Joe Gieck
John & Gail Gleghorn
Al Hendricks

Manny Hoag
Neil Kent
Sam & Elena Korsmoe
Larry & Shirley Love
Bob & Ginger Martello
Dean & Bonnie Matzick
Liz & Carle McCambridge
Marlene Moen
Gloria Montgomery
Jean Mueller
Dan & Kathy Olkowski
Roy & Stacey Pederson
Ron &Sandi Pfau
Jody Sprout & Dan Reinoehl
Ford & Snaque Rollo
Ron & Kathy Russell
Scott & Traci Sciuchetti
Gordon Sheffield
Jon Siddoway
Jan Smith
Patricia Stabler
Judi Stonebraker & Mike Vidal
Sturtz Family
Jeffrey & Mary Ann Sussman
Jon & Twyla Swanson
Jerry & Lori Taylor
The Thomas Family
Dennis & Charlotte Toppel
J&M Wachtler
Cedar & Marilyn West
Kate & Ross Wilson

Our graduation guide is 
scheduled for May 21!
Give us a call if you want to show your support for 

local seniors this year! 

Call 406-682-7755
or email info@madisoniannews.com
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
The Great Being saith: 

O ye children of men!  The
fundamental purpose animating

the Faith of God and His Religion
is to safeguard the interests and
promote the unity of the human
race, and to foster the spirit of

love and fellowship amongst men.
Suffer it not to become a source

of dissension and discord, of hate
and enmity.  This is the straight
Path, the fixed and immovable

foundation. 
www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 

Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church
NON- DENOMINATIONAL

Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am
“Join the Revolution”

3648 MT Hwy. 287
 Sheridan, MT

3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street · Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please call 

at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or 
if you plan to dine in.

Thursday, February 27 – Beef stew, salad,
biscuit, dessert
Friday, February 28  – Tuna melt, chips, pickle,
dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.
Monday March 2  – Chili, salad, cornbread
dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, March 3 – Fiesta lime chicken, rice,
beans, dessert - Pan at 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 4 – Baked manicotti, veggies,
garlic bread, dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Thursday, March 5 – Chicken fried steak, mashers
veggies,  dessert
Friday, March 6 – Fried shrimp, jojo potatoes, slaw
dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or 

Jim 842-5573 for more information.

SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior 
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered 

for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 

10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot 
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.
Thursday, February 27 - Goulash, veggie, roll, 
dessert
Tuesday, March 3 - BLT, soup, dessert 

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. Fresh home baked bread served 
with each meal. Activities: Monday is Bingo with Gayle;

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles; 
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - 

Each last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.
Friday,  February 28 - FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS!      
Tomato basil soup, pasty, veggie tray, birthday cake 
& ice cream

HOLLOW TOP SENIOR CITIZENS
Pony, Harrison and Norris. The Hollow Top Seniors meet 
at the Senior Citizen Center in Pony every Monday and 

Wednesday at noon. Call 685-3323 for more information.
Wednesday, February 26 – Potato Bar

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

Laurin

at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s

· Our obituaries 
are FREE up to 450 
words. (25¢ for each 
word after 450)

· We offer 20% off 
non-profit advertis-
ing

· Lost and Found classifieds 
are FREE!682-7755
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N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 2/28

SAT 2/29

SUN 3/1

JOSEPH RUNNING CRANE
ORIGINAL AND CLASSIC AMERICANA/FOLK

HEADWATERS
ACOUSTIC BLUES

ANDREW GROMILLER
BLUES/FUNK

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
1917 (R)1917 (R)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG (PG), THE CALL OF THE WILD (PG)

PHOTO BY CORI KOENIG

MONDAYS 
2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9 a.m.
Historic Newspaper 
Reading Group
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 

9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is a 
training session. 

6:30 p.m.
Second and fourth Tuesday 
of every month
Mental Health Support 
Group
Join us at the Madison Valley 
Medical Center
(emergency room entrance)

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels 
- Two Tables at the Pony 
School.

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 

Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 
Madison County Library 
community room. 

10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library.

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

2 p.m.
Knitting Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. On the second 
Thursday of the month, meet 
at the Ruby Valley Brewery. 

7 p.m. 
Movie at Sheridan Public 
Library 
First and Third Thursday of 
Every Month

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY
7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SATURDAYS
11 A.M.
First and Third Saturday 
of Every Month. Romp 
& Rhythm Story Time at 
Madison Valley Library.

SUNDAYS
2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

1:30 p.m. 
Second Sunday of Every 
Month
Sheridan Book Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 

SUNDAYS 
JAN. 19- MARCH 29 
10 a.m. 
Elks Lodge Brunch and 
Bingo
Come over to Virginia City 
for brunch and bingo at the 
Elks Lodge.
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If you would like to post an 
event on our events website, 

outpostevents.net

SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS
SECOND MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH

7 p.m. 
Harrison School Board Meeting

Meet at Harrison School.

SECOND TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7 p.m. 

Twin Bridges School Board Meeting 
Meet at Twin Bridges School

7 p.m. 
Sheridan School Board Meeting 

Meet at Sheridan School.

SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
5 p.m.

Ennis School Board Meeting
Meet at Ennis School

SECOND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH
5 p.m.

Alder School Board Meeting
Meet at Alder School

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26

7 a.m.
Lenten Breakfasts
Breakfast on Wednesdays through 
Lent at Ruby Valley Churches. Ash 
Wednesday’s breakfast will be served 
at Bethel United Methodist Church, 
Bethany Hall in Sheridan.

8:30 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Free Income Tax Preparation
For seniors and others with low-
moderate income. By appointment 
only at the Ennis Senior Center.

Noon
Brown Bag Lunch is “Worth the Wait”
Learn more about Montana’s superfund 
sites at the Butte-Silver Bow Public 
Archives special presentation of the 
film Worth the Wait by Dick Maney and 
B.J. McKenzie. Sara Sparks, formerly 
with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, will lead a discussion. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

Noon
Mad Gals Luncheon
Mad Gal’s monthly luncheon will be at 
the Ennis Senior Center. Bring a friend 
and $5 for lunch!

5 p.m.
Book Discussion for “Being Mortal”
At the Sheridan Public Library.  
Jeanette Prodgers will lead the 
discussion on Atul Gawande’s book, 
Being Mortal: Medicine and What 
Matters in the End. 

5:30 p.m.
A Community Conversation
What is happening to our native 
habitats and why? Why should 
we care, and what can we do? 
Join local groups like the Gravelly 
Landscape Collaborative, Madison 
Valley Ranchlands Groups, Ruby 
Habitat Foundation and the Nature 
Conservancy at the Ennis Fire Station 
to discuss native habitats.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29 

10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
ECE- Dyeing with Plants Workshop

Come and explore the fun of 
natural dyeing using native plants in 
homeroom #6 at Ennis Schools. Jessie 
Slix will teach the workshop. 

3 p.m.
Our Feathered Friends
Join us at the Elling House Arts and 
Humanities Center in Virginia City for 
a hands-on opportunity to explore 
raptor characteristics and adaptations. 
MRCC avian ambassadors will be in 
attendance for an up-close look at 
these amazing birds. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4

7 a.m.
Lenten Breakfasts
Breakfast on Wednesdays through 
Lent at Ruby Valley Churches. This 
breakfast will be served at the Christ 
Episcopal Church, Social Hall in 
Sheridan.

8:30 a.m.- 12 p.m., 1 - 4 p.m.
Free Income Tax Preparation
For seniors and others with low-
moderate income. By appointment 
only at the Ennis Senior Center.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6 

6 p.m.
Bear Creek Schoolhouse Fundraiser 
Dinner
The Bear Creek Schoolhouse’s 
historic and community value will be 
supported at the Blue Saloon Café in 
Cameron.

SATURDAY, MARCH 7 

8:30 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Free Income Tax Preparation
For seniors and others with low-
moderate income. By appointment 
only at the Ennis Senior Center.

9 a.m.
Getting Real 
Students seventh through 12th, 
parents and other adults interested 
in enhancing their personal and 
professional relationships are 
welcomed to join this communication 
workshop. Participants will examine 

their own verbal and non-verbal 
responses and receive personalized 
coaching on effective communication 
skills. The free workshop will be held at 
the Ennis High School. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11

7 a.m.
Lenten Breakfasts
Breakfast on Wednesdays through 
Lent at Ruby Valley Churches. This 
breakfast will be served at Saint Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Laurin. 

8:30 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Free Income Tax Preparation
For seniors and others with low-
moderate income. By appointment 
only at the Ennis Senior Center.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14

6 p.m.
Elks Lodge St. Paddy’s Dinner
Get your corn beef fix! Call the Virginia 
City Elks Lodge to reserve a spot or 
get your tickets at the door.

6 p.m.
Pinochle Party
Everyone is welcomed to the Pinochle 
Card Parties every Saturday evening in 
March at the Bear Creek Schoolhouse, 
636 Bear Creek Loop, Cameron. 
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