Accuracy is essential.
Reliable local news has never been more important.
A special thank you to all of our loyal advertisers and readers who
support local journalism each week. We're grateful!
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Need A Job For the Summer?
We are hiring for seasonal positions from May 18th through September
7th. The Pay will range from $11.28 to $13.54 an hour with an option for
free housing for the summer.
Please call MHC 406-660-2195 or email us at eallen@mt.gov

MHC@mt.gov | 406-843-5247

NO
REQUIRED
SEASONAL EMPLOYEES
By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com
Out-of-state seasonal
employees who are coming to
work in Madison County do
not have to self-quarantine
upon arrival.
According to the State of
Emergency Operations Center,
people traveling to Montana
for work-related purposes
are exempt from the 14-day
quarantine requirement. Some
Madison County employers,
such as the U.S. Forest Service,
are mandating its out-of-state
employees to quarantine,
regardless of the exemption.
Some employers will legally
exempt quarantining their employees coming in from other
states. In Virginia City, the
Montana Heritage Commission
will not be enforcing a 14-day

quarantine for its three out-ofstate seasonal workers.
“We will be taking extra
precautions for the three to
limit their access to the public,” MHC Executive Director
Elijah Allen said.
Most of MHC’s seasonal
employees greet visitors with
information, stock merchandise, conduct ticket sales, work
registers and maintain head
counts for venues, according to
Allen.
The governor’s statewide
directive requiring travelers coming into the state to
self-quarantine for 14 days is
in effect until the end of the
emergency. The directive is
important to mitigating the
spread of COVID-19, since
people can be asymptomatic or
not develop symptoms for two
weeks, according to Madison

County Public Health Department. But if the travel is for
work, out-of-state incomers
can be absorbed into the Montana communities that they
have come to work in.
The exemption benefits
the workforce, especially
for seasonal economies like
Madison County. Employers
are required to monitor their
employees for symptoms and
provide proper sanitation measures for COVID-19.
“We will adjust our concessionaires’ schedules and
our own operations based on
what phase we are in under
Gov. Bullock’s plan going into
Memorial Day,” Allen said.
According to the Rocky
Mountain Economic District,
Virginia City has over 40
businesses that contribute to
1,226 jobs and earn millions

Coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic in Madison County
interrupted The Madisonian’s coverage of the 2020 gubernatorial
race. But the primary elections are nearing and our election
coverage returns.
In January, we asked Madison County residents what issues
they wanted gubernatorial candidates to address. A novel
coronavirus has since changed life in Montana, as everywhere,
and dominated the conversation. But the issues close to
Madison County residents pre-COVID-19 remain. A dispute
over Montana’s public lands continues, a shortage of affordable
housing remains across many parts of the state, grizzly bear
conflicts are on the rise and rural healthcare remains a topic of
conversation amid the pandemic.
The Madisonian’s gubernatorial candidate articles can be seen
on The Madisonian’s website at www.madisoniannews.com.

Gubernatorial candidate
Mike Cooney

HANNAH KEARSE
NO QUARANTINE continued on A2 By
news@madisoniannews.com

Incoming signage
VIRGINIA CITY TOWN COUNCIL

By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

T

he Virginia City
Town Council unanimously approved
signage that reminds visitors
of responsible social distancing.
The national historic preservation city is approaching
its busiest and most lucrative time of year. It is easy
for visitors to forget that the
city, seemingly stuck in the
goldrush era, is home to about
300 people. The town council
is taking measures to remind
people of Montana’s rules in
mitigating the spread of the
coronavirus.
“It sets the tone coming
into town,” Virginia City town
council member Jon Osborn
said.
According to Virginia
City Mayor Justin Gatewood,
the Montana Department of
Transportation would fast
track the signs approval on its
right of way, and it could be up
in the next couple of weeks.

The sign approved by Virginia City Town Council members.

Montana’s 36th lieutenant
governor, Mike Cooney, is
seeking election as Montana’s
governor.
Cooney graduated from the
University of Montana with a
bachelor’s degree in political
science in between working on
Max Baucus’ campaigns and
being elected to the Montana’s
House of Representatives for
Silver Bow County. He was 22
years old.
“I was called to public
service pretty young in life,”
Cooney said. “I also knew how
important it was that people
should engage with their society and in their government.”
Cooney grew up in Butte,
playing drums in local bands
and working at his family’s
grocery store, Cooney Food Bro- Mike Cooney. PICTURE FROM COONEY'S CAMPAIGN WEBSITE
kerage. He thought he wanted to
be a news broadcaster but found
the campaign trail suited him best. He and his wife, DeeAnn Cooney, moved to Washington D.C.,
where she graduated from Antioch Law School and he worked on Senator Baucus’ staff as executive
assistant.
Cooney was elected to Montana’s Secretary of State in 1989, where he served for the maximum
three terms. His first bid for Montana’s governor was 20 years ago, losing in the Democratic primary election. He served as Montana’s state senator 2003- 2010, and until he was appointed Gov.
Steve Bullock’s lieutenant governor in 2016, Cooney was the Deputy Commissioner for the Montana
Department of Labor and Industry.
“We’re going to be facing some very new challenges in the next administration,” Cooney said.
“It’s going to take experience; it’s going to take leadership in order to make government work.
Through all of that, in the end, I want to continue to make Montana something special, leave it in
better shape than what was given to me.”

PHOTO COURTESY JUSTIN GATEWOOD

COONEY continued on A3

TABLE OF CONTENTS
LOCAL NEWS................................................................................. 1-6
OPINIONS...........................................................................................4
PANORAMA..................................................................................... B1
HEALTH & WELLNESS.................................................................... B2
COLUMNS....................................................................................... B3

COMICS/GAMES............................................................................. B4
CLASSIFIEDS.................................................................................. B5
PUBLIC NOTICES............................................................................ B7
OUTPOST...................................................................................... B10

Visit us online @
www.madisoniannews.com

THE MADISONIAN

May 14, 2020

A2
NO QUARANTINE continued from A1

Custom Building & Design

of dollars a year for Montana.
MHC owns about a quarter
of the buildings in Virginia
City and all of Nevada City’s

historic buildings. Businesses
pay rent to MHC to operate in
those buildings and are a part
of the immersive experience.

MHC has waived their
tenants’ rent obligations if
businesses do not open due to
health concerns. MHC has also

designated $10,000 for safety
and sanitation supplies for
residents and MHC operations
and businesses.

• Conventional Frame Homes
• Commercial Remodels & Additions
• Hand-crafted Log Homes
All phases of construction, design and consulting
e-mail: bande@3rivers.net | www.bandeconstruction.com
brad bullock 581-4117 | ken evans 490-2758 | office 682-7942
p.o. box 1444 Ennis, MT 59729

121 West Main Street, Ennis, MT
Gemcore (waterproof LVT & Hardwood)
Carpet - Vinyl - Hardwoood
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!
Owner/Sales/Installation - Rob Blair (406) 539-1440

Sherwood Swanson
Drywall Inc.
Hanging
Custom Textures

Office: (406)682-5438

Finishing
Painting

Guidelines for "Opening Up America Again". FROM WHITEHOUSE.GOV COMPILED IN CONJUNCTION WITH CDC

Cell: (406)599-3524

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

It’s never too late to find balance.
PO Box 602
Ennis, Montana 59729
sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546

Insurance Accepted.

Individual & Couples
Counseling

Specializing in Adults
& Adolescents
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CORY HARDY,
ENNIS TOWN COUNCIL

HARDY DRYWALL
FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO
This ad is paid for by Cory Hardy,
71 Ramshorn Creek Road
Sheridan, MT 59749

596-3137

Your partner in community.
682-7755

State of Emergency Operations center. FROM STATE OF EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS WEBSITE .

Clog in the food chain
AMERICA’S MEAT SUPPLY

By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation,
Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers
in Madison County for over 30 years

QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE
Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290
WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Cattle prices are down, and certain
cuts of meats are missing from shelves
across the country.
COVID-19 outbreaks in meat packing plants have caused a clog in the food
chain. Some plants had to stop or reduce
production to address the outbreak, which
created a delay in supply and feed lots to
fill.
“It’s like a big pipeline,” Madison
Valley Rancher John Crumley said. “If
something shuts down, you can’t just turn
off the spigot because it’s live cattle.”
The cattle industry operates with specific timeframes. Peak market prices for
cattle depend on age, weight, muscle mass
and fat ratio, among other conditions.

Most of Montana’s cattle are processed
out-of-state. Cattle are transported from
the roaming pastures of Madison County
to places like CTI Food LLC in Idaho, JBS
USA Holdings, Inc. out of Colorado and
Smithfield Foods, Inc. in South Dakota. A
few meat packing plants dominate cattle
processing in the United States and can
each process around 30,000 cattle a day.
Mike Walter at Sheridan Walter’s
Family Foods noticed the last truckload
did not have the prime meat cuts that he
ordered for the store. He quickly set up
accounts with other wholesale providers,
like Sysco and Food Service of America.
“I feel guilty if I start to panic buy and
perpetuate the problem,” Walter said. “I
was completely taken by surprise. All of a
sudden it was upon us.”
Chris DiMichele from Deemo’s Meats

expects that certain cuts will not be available in his butcher shop temporarily.
“Next week will be a horse of a different color,” DiMichele said.
Both Walter and DiMichele said that
they are committed to holding off on adjusting prices. Meat will continue to stock
their cool displays, but some beef cuts
will likely be missing.
The federal government has pushed
for the meat packing industries to continue operation as a critical infrastructure in America. The Centers of Disease
Control reported May 1, that U.S. workers
in 115 processing plants in 19 states
reported COVID-19 cases. About 5,000
meat packing workers have tested positive
for COVID-19. The working conditions of
the factories will be a difficult obstacle for
public health concerns.
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PUBLIC LANDS

Cooney served on Montana’s Land Board during his 12-years as Secretary of State. If elected governor, Cooney will return to one of the board’s five seats. During his political career, Cooney has taken
a consistent stance on Montana’s public lands.
“I think it is a very important part of who we are and why we need to continue to fight like heck to make sure that our public lands are never under attack,” Cooney said.
Montana’s public lands are an economic driver for the state with its natural resources, recreation opportunities and tourist attraction. According to Cooney, the state’s public lands are a recruitment
tool for Montana businesses because they improve quality of life.
Cooney supports expanding access to public lands and state programs, like [i.e.], which work with private land owners to purchase easements. Cooney believes that all Montanans benefit from expanding access to public lands.
“Public lands are one of my major priorities, it’s always been and it will continue to be when I’m governor of this state,” Cooney said. “We need to continue to expand opportunity, we need to be sure to
protect our public lands and I totally disagree with the concept that our public lands should be sold to the highest bidder. That will not happen on my watch, when I’m governor.”

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Affordable housing is a national and community problem in the United States.
Madison County residents earning Montana’s minimum wage of $8.50 would have to nearly triple
their wages to afford a house in Madison County, according to the Madison County Housing Advisory
Board. Cooney believes that there is room for the state to be a part of creative solutions to the housing
shortage in Montana.
“I think a lot of people look at the housing problem as being an urban problem,” Cooney said. “I have
not visited a single place in Montana – I don’t care how big or how small – that they won’t almost immediately identify housing as being one of the greater challenges.”
Cooney favored setting up a housing trust fund to combat the affordable housing shortage. Interest
made from the money set aside could be designated to low-interest loans or assistance to communities.
A housing trust fund could aid the affordable housing issue of the future but offers little to the present
crisis.
Cooney supports collaborative efforts from the public and departments, like the Montana Department of Commerce housing division, to address affordable housing.
“It is a problem that needs to be address throughout the state,” Cooney said. “There is room for the
state to be a part of that discussion.”

“I think a lot of people look at the housing
problem as being an urban problem,”
Cooney said. “I have not visited a single
place in Montana – I don’t care how big
or how small – that they won’t almost
immediately identify housing as being one
of the greater challenges.”

GRIZZLY BEAR MANAGEMENT
Lawsuits over delisting the Yellowstone Grizzly Bear from the endangered species list come to life in southwest Montana.
Grizzly bear conf licts have increased in areas like Madison County. The Yellowstone Grizzly Bear population has dispersed into territories that it has not occupied since before their decline in the late
1800s. But a concern for the secure existence of grizzly bears and its benefits to the ecosystem question the idea of delisting them.
“I think the state has tried to be proactive in dealing with the grizzly bear situation,” Cooney said. Yes, it’s a federal issue right now. There’s a lot of anticipation as to what may or may not happen as
far as delisting is concerned.”
Gov. Steve Bullock and Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks appointed a 12-member council in 2019 to help prepare Montana for state management. The council is a collective of perspectives in the state.
“It brings people from all sides of the issue together,” Cooney said. “That’s what I really want to stress, this is not a one size fits all.”
Cooney has an inclusive approach to addressing issues. He supports this process of preparedness but does not have a stance on the grizzly bear’s status as a protected species.
“We need to see more of what the state council is going to come up with,” Cooney said. “But if that’s the ultimate decision that comes down, I think that the state will be very quickly prepared to the
right steps to have a process in place to best manage the grizzly bear, to make a Montana solution.”

HEALTHCARE
Rural healthcare has had its challenges before the COVID-19 pandemic.
But Madison County’s critical access hospitals have a secure place in its communities. Critical
access hospitals receive full cost-based reimbursement from Medicare and Medicaid, which is essential for continuing to serve the low volumes of rural communities. Medicaid Expansion, which was
approved for another six years in 2019, extends eligibility to the state and federal healthcare coverage
to people, such as low-income able-bodied parents and low-income individuals with chronic mental
illness.
“One of the things I’m very proud of is the fact that I’ve been a part of an effort that we made sure
the we passed Medicaid Expansion in the last legislative session,” Cooney said. “There’s no question
that that has helped intact our rural healthcare structure. You look at other states whom have refused
to take advantage Medicaid Expansion, those are the states where their rural hospitals are closing.”
Montana has not lost a critical access hospital since the inception of Medicaid Expansion, according to Cooney. His goal is for people to realize the critical benefits that Medicaid Expansion brings to
Montanans. When reauthorization of the program comes up in six years, Cooney hopes it will be an
obvious decision to continue it.
Other aspects of healthcare have the lieutenant governor’s attention as well, such as the cost of
prescription drugs and access to healthcare. Telehealth is a healthcare tool that has been helpful during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Montana’s lack of broadband internet speeds cripples its ability to take full
advantage of telehealth. Broadband will have to expand to broaden the state’s healthcare structure with
telehealth services.
According to Cooney, Montana also lacks enough mental health providers to deal with Montanans’
needs. He wants to find ways to bulk up the mental health workforce in the state.
“It is an epidemic in many respects and the state needs to be focused on looking for ways to address
the mental health issue in this state,” Cooney said. “The suicide rate is far too large in this state, we
need to address that. We need to address some of the underlying issues that may lead to that, things
such as sexual abuse, drug abuse, alcoholism.”

"One of the things I’m very proud of is
the fact that I’ve been a part of an effort
that we make sure the we pass Medicaid
Expansion in the last legislative
session,” Cooney said. “There’s no
question that that has helped intact our
rural healthcare structure. You look at
other states whom have refused to take
advantage Medicaid Expansion, those
are the states where their rural hospitals
are closing.”

NEW LISTING

STAGECOACH TRAIL

$189,000 | #344919

Residential, Ranch &
RecReational
R e a l e s ta t e

NEW LISTING

Kristie
Vessey

Sales Associate
(406) 580-1842

• 15+ acres divided into 3 parcels
• Great investment opportunity
• Close to town & amazing views

HAYFIELD LOOP TRAIL

$825,000 | #344862

NEW LISTING

Dot
Estep

Broker
(406) 570-9067

• Blain Spring Creek frontage
• 11+ acres with passive solar home
• Irrigation rights from seasonal ditch

SHINING MOUNTAINS LOOP

$525,000 | #344851

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

• 4BR/3BA log home w/ wrap around deck
• Income potential - used as a VRBO
• 7+ acres fenced w/ 2 stall barn

NEW LISTING

“You don’t just buy a property
in Montana, you purchase a lifestyle”
SHINING MOUNTAINS LOOP

$315,000 | #344848

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

• 2BR/2BA cabin on 5+ acres
• Boarders National Fish Hatchery
• Views, views & more views

PRONGHORN MEADOWS

$64,900 | #339952

Dot
Estep

Broker
(406) 570-9067

• Possible owner financing
• Power & phone to the lot
• Community equestrian center & clubhouse

NORTH WILLOW CREEK

$149,000 | #340107

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

• 5 lots along North Willow Creek
• Level building site in a meadow
• Other adjoining lots available

(406) 682-3363 | 105 E MAIN STREET. ENNIS, MT 59729 | WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

Your partner in community.
682 7755
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ENNIS, MONTANA
- Madisonian Editorial Policy -

Editorials are intended to acquaint our readers with the
Editor’s viewpoints on matters of public importance. Guest
editorials and letters from readers (Letters to the Editor) reflect the
opinion of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Editor or the staff of The Madisonian.

- Press Release Policy -

•The Madisonian staff will give all press releases full consideration,
but ultimately retains the authority to determine whether or not to
publish releases.
•Content must be factual and objective.
•Content must not contain advertising language (such as “Thank
you,” “Congratulations,” “call now,” “to buy tickets for,” “now
showing,”) or include pricing.
•Items of a general business interest are appropriate for
advertising—see advertising policy and current rates.
•Content must not be derogatory to competing companies
or organizations.
•Content may only be submitted and published once.
•There are no guarantees that press releases will be published.
•The Madisonian may edit submissions for grammar and content.
•The Madisonian reserves the right to make all determinations
relative to the above policy.

- Letters to the Editor/Readers Speak Policy -

The Madisonian encourages the opinions of readers on public
issues and matters of local concern. Letters must be close to 350
words, and author may only submit twice monthly. Please include
the writer’s name, address and phone number. The Madisonian
reserves the right to edit
content for grammar, good taste and libel. We also reserve
the right to reject or delay publications.
We will not publish individual grievances about specific businesses
or letters that are abusive, malicious or potentially libelous.
Announcements, thank yous and letters of a commercial nature
will not appear in this column.

- Display & Classified Advertising Policy -

The Madisonian accepts most advertising, but may turn away any
advertisement for any reason. It is up to us to decide on placement
and content acceptability.
The advertisements in this publication are not necessarily
the opinion of or supported by The Madisonian.
Please note: Our client information is confidential.

Letter to the editor policy
about elections
Readers,
Welcome to the opinion
page. In light of the upcoming
primary election on June 2,
The Madisonian would like to
reiterate our policy pertaining
to political letters.
This policy is in place to
maintain fairness for everyone
and to protect the integrity of
the election process. It is not
intended to stifle conversation
or prevent anyone from having
his or her voice heard.
Generally speaking, candidates cannot campaign on the
opinion page.
In the edition immedi-

ately preceding the election,
which is May 28, 2020, we
will not publish letters about
the election because they do
not allow candidates time for
rebuttals. That means the May
21 paper is the last one to place
a letter pertaining to the June 2
election.
There is one exception to
the no letters policy the week
before the election. If a letter
runs this week and specifically
challenges a candidate, that
candidate is allowed to run a
rebuttal letter, addressing only
that specific issue, in the May
28 edition of the paper. We understand the technicalities and

the dates are a little difficult
to understand, so anyone with
questions should call the paper
at 682-7755 and we can talk
you through it.
As always, letters may be
edited by The Madisonian staff
for length and content. We
reserve final decision on what
runs – this applies to advertisements and letters. We are
more than happy to work with
those placing advertisements
or writing letters to ensure
submissions adhere to our
policy.
All that being said, we do
encourage discussion on this
page of the paper – that is why

it is here! We want our readers
to use this page to discuss important issues and engage one
another. So, please interact!
A general reminder: Letters
to the editor must be kept to
350 words. A verifiable author’s name, address and phone
number must accompany the
letter – though only the name
and resident’s town name will
be printed. Citizens can have
their letters published twice
per month.
The Madisonian

What a disrespectful comment
Dear Editor,
I read your recent article in
which a fishing business owner
said "the 14 day quarantine rule
is a death blow to tourism".
What a joke. What a disrespectful comment. You know what
an actual deathblow would be,

our small town having an outbreak of coronavirus. Our town
population is generally older
and has more prexisting health
problems. Why would you advocate against policies to protect the people here. I walked
by that same shop the other day,
not a single person there had

a mask on, so you won't even
do basic things recommended
by the government to protect
others. What a shame.
To the other businesses not
doing there part, shame on you.
Shame on your disrespect for
the Frontline workers in Montana. Shame on your for risking

the lives of our health care
workers. Shame on your for
putting profits before the safety
of people. I certainly won't be
shopping in your store.
Angela Boyd
Ennis, MT

It's time to show we care for people
Dear Editor,
I recently read a thread on
internet that the Ennis Chamber
of Commerce was proud to be
holding the 4th of July Parade

even though most all towns have
canceled theirs, e.g. Butte and
Livingston. Proud to be doing so
is incredibly disrespectful to the
healthcare workers of Montana
and the vulnerable citizens of

this town.
It's time the town show it
cares more about people than
profits, that'd be far more patriotic than hosting a parade that
will bring thousands from out of

town, risking lives. Do the right
thing, Ennis, and make us all
proud to be from Ennis.
Donald Clark
Cameron, MT

~ Subscription Rates ~
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May is Mental Health Month

Phone 406-682-7755

Toll Free 1-888-238-7849
email: sales@madisoniannews.com
HOURS OF OPERATION:
Monday - Friday ~ 9 am - 5 pm - Call ahead as we’re short staffed
and want to make sure we are available to you!
Any submissions to our paper, including photos or content, may be used in
any of our print and digital products.

NEWS & ADVERTISING
DEADLINE A
F
5 p.m. - Friday

ny ads accepted after the riday deadline of 5 p.m. will be

charged a $25 late fee.

Editor’s note:
The Madisonian does
not endorse the viewpoints
or statements of those who
submit letters to the editor.

Dear Editor,
May is Mental Health
Month, a reminder of the
important role our brains,
lifestyles, and life experiences
play in our overall health and
well-being. In this time of
COVID-19 risk, income loss,
job uncertainty, and reduced
social contact, new mental
health problems may emerge or
existing ones may grow more

just during this pandemic but
every day of the year.
I suggest each of us find
a way this month to thank a
mental health counselor for her
or his skillful and dedicated
efforts.
Doris Fischer
Sheridan, MT

Ron Holt

and check your facts.

Klasen Septic
How long has it been since you
pumped your septic tank?

Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076

law enforcement, pastors and
teachers to help people access
appropriate care. Tele-health
can be an effective tool for
connecting people to specialty
care when travel and in-person
visits are not possible.
Our mental health counselors are among the “essential
workers” we rely on to deliver
vital goods and services. They
remain on the front line to help
us stay safe and healthy, not

obituaries

Please do your own research

You don’t want to be out
in a foot of snow, hunting
for that lid!

serious. Whether it’s chronic
depression or alcohol addiction
or a recent trauma, it may be
difficult to cope right now.
We are fortunate in Madison County to have several
licensed mental health counselors providing services in
the Madison and Ruby Valleys.
These counselors work cooperatively with local doctors,
physician assistants, nurse
practitioners, nurses, EMTs,

!

On Easter Sunday, April 12,
Ronald Holt, age 60, passed
peacefully in his sleep at his
home in Oklahoma.
Ron was born in Ennis,
Montana. He graduated from
Ennis High School and then
from Montana Tech with a de-

gree in Petroleum Engineering.
He held many jobs throughout
his successful 32 year career
with Schlumberger, an international oilfield services company. He had the opportunity to
travel within North America,
South America and Africa
during his career. He and his
family moved often and made
their home in five different
states and called Canada home
for more than six years. He had
the great fortune to retire in
February of 2019.
Ron and his wife Stephanie
spent 29 loving years together
and raised two wonderful sons.
The last few years Ron
found a passion for bicycle riding and became the President
of the Oklahoma Bicycle Society. He rode more than 5000

miles last year and demonstrated his strength and leadership
on his last ride the day before
his passing.
If you ask Ron’s family
and friends for words that
would describe him as witty,
clever, sarcastic, competitive,
jokester, smart, caring, loving,
life of the party, proud and
tough. He sometimes had a
hard exterior but had a kind
and compassionate spirit.
Ron was preceded in death
by his father, Earl, and mother,
Alice. He is survived by his
wife Stephanie, two sons Jake
and Noah, beloved dogs Bear
and Barkley, brother Gary and
his wife Marla from Florence,
Mont., sister Vicki and her
husband Eric from Palm Desert, Calif., brother Jim from

Auburn Wash., and nieces
Aubrey, Allie, Shelby, Gaby and
great nephew, Landon.
A celebration of life will be
held August 7 at the Ennis
Homestead, 206 2nd St, Ennis, Mont., 59729. Memorial
donations can be made to the
Ron Holt Memorial Scholarship Fund at Montana Tech.
Contributions can be made
online at https://foundation.
mtech.edu/give/ or by mail by
sending a check to:		
Montana Tech Foundation
1300 W Park St.
Butte, MT 59701
Or by phone at
(406) 496-4276
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VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

Cool April weather prolongs
snowpack across Montana
Submitted by Lucas Zukiewicz, NRCS
Weather patterns during the first two weeks of April, while cooler than average, didn’t yield
much precipitation across the state of Montana. However, the below average temperatures during
this period did help to delay snowmelt at many low- and mid-elevation mountain locations during
the first half of the month according to data collected by SNOTEL sites maintained by the USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).
“Both east and west of the Divide, snowmelt was delayed by a week or two at lower elevations
because of these weather patterns, which is great news as it keeps that water in the mountain
snowpack and prolongs streamf low during the summer when demand is the highest,” said Lucas
Zukiewicz, NRCS water supply specialist for Montana.
The last week of April brought a major weather pattern change that caused the snowpack to
transition towards melt at most elevations in Montana. “The abundant sunshine and above average
temperatures that persisted since April 20th took their toll on the snowpack in the mountains. Since
then, rapid snowmelt caused rivers and streams in the state to begin the seasonal rise from snowmelt runoff,” said Zukiewicz. In some areas the snowmelt is ahead of schedule, raising questions
about available water supply later in the summer. “High elevations continue to hold onto snowpack
or have just begun to discharge water into the river systems. However, low- and mid-elevation SNOTEL sites have been melting at an accelerated pace since mid-month, and most dramatically since
the last week of April and into the first week of May,” continued Zukiewicz.

$3,000 to Ruby Valley
Food Pantry
Keely Larson
The Madisonian

As a chain of Montana banks, Opportunity
Bank embodies the Montana spirit of looking out for their neighbors. This spirit winds
through a gracious community like the Ruby
Valley effortlessly.
On April 30, Opportunity Bank of Montana
announced a donation of $25,000 to Montana
hunger-relief organizations, the second round
of assistance provided by the bank, totaling
nearly $50,000 in donations to assist those
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Sixteen
communities around the state will benefit from
local branches’ monetary designations.
“This is a time of urgent need,” Pete Johnson,
President and CEO of Opportunity Bank, said.
“We saw the positive impact of our initial donations and were moved to do more. The most

vulnerable in our communities need help now
more than ever. Our goal with these additional
donations is to get resources into the hands of
these critically important organizations to meet
the needs of our fellow Montanans.”
Local management selected the Ruby Valley
Food Pantry to receive $3,000 in donations.
The Ruby Valley is a tight-knit community,
Cleve Witham, market president for the Ruby
Valley market with Opportunity Bank locations
in Sheridan and Twin Bridges, said. He felt
fortunate to be able to serve the community at a
time when the need is so great.
“If our neighbors are suffering from something as fundamental as not having enough
food, we felt obligated to help,” he said.
Bobbie Jo Konen, retail branch manager at
Opportunity Bank in Twin Bridges, was grateful
to work for a company who felt compelled to
support the community in such a meaningful
way.
“We’re very fortunate to live where we live
and we’re happy to do it,” Witham said.

High Speed Internet
Digital Voice
Long Distance
Business Systems
467.2535 • 1.800.796.4567 • 3rt@3rivers.net • 3rivers.net

Three

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

Locally Owned & Operated

Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured
Call Mike McKitrick Today!

406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2 - Ennis, Mt 59729
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Attention farmers, ranchers, sportsmen,
hunters and those who have been looking for
a way to support local agriculture
The USDA and CDC are allowing comments to be made for removing
Brucella abortus, Brucella suis, and Brucella melitenis from the Select Agent
List and here is why you should care
Submitted by TAYLRE SITZ

F

irst things first, let’s
talk terminology. The
USDA is the United
States Department of Agriculture. This government entity
has authority over animal
diseases in the United States.
The CDC is the Center for
Disease Control which oversees
human diseases in the United
States. Why do both of these
agencies care about something
named Brucella? This is because
Brucella species represent an
infectious (easily transmitted)
bacterium that is zoonotic (can
be transferred from animals
to humans). Lastly, the Select
Agent List is a government
compilation of severe microbial
diseases that have the potential
to pose a severe threat to plant,

animal, and human populations (think diseases such as the
plague, Ebola, and Smallpox
virus ). The problem with having this bacterium on the Select
Agent List is that limited research
can be accomplished due to
the increased biosafety level
required and increased government regulation on bacterial
cultures.
Brucellosis was nearly eradicated from the United States
prior to it now being nearly
endemic (commonly found
in certain populations) to the
Greater Yellowstone Area and
the regions surrounding it. In
Montana, this region encompasses the majority of four
different counties, including
Madison County, and is called
the Designated Surveillance
Area (DSA). Bison in Yellow-

stone National Park contracted
this disease in the late 1900s,
and it was transmitted to the elk
thereafter. Bison are relatively
confined to Yellowstone National Park while the vast elk herds
of the region tend to migrate
over a great distance. The elk
transmitted the disease to cattle
of the ranches in the surrounding area. Cattle and bison in the
DSA must undergo blood testing
in order to leave the boundaries,
and sexually intact cattle and bison over 12 months of age in 10
different Montana counties must
be given an official RB51 vaccine
(performed by a veterinarian)
and given a tattoo as proof that
this vaccine has been given. The
boundaries of the DSA have
been expanded three different
times since 2009.
Brucellosis is transmitted

to other animals and humans
through unpasteurized milk,
urine, or aborted fetuses and
placentas. In humans, Brucella
can cause serious disease, but
it is usually not fatal. Human-to-human transmission
is extremely rare. The most
common route of transmission
in humans is consumption of
unpasteurized milk. The United
States is not an area at risk for
humans contracting brucellosis, although like other disease
agents, certain occupations are
at a greater risk than others. In
cattle, bison, and elk, this disease causes late term abortions
and infertility, making this a
costly disease due to reproductive losses. Furthermore,
ranches that have an animal test
positive for the disease must
undergo rigorous quarantining

which has tremendous financial
effects on when mature cattle
can be sold, when cattle can be
moved to certain pastures, and
the ability to sell weaned calves.
So why should you care
about a bacteria named Brucella? It is my humble opinion
that there is a great benefit for
farmers, ranchers, sportsmen,
and hunters if the Brucella species listed above were removed
from the Select Agent List.
This would allow for increased
research into the disease and
hopefully the development of
a more effective vaccine. Here
in the DSA, we are in need of
better management strategies to
combat this disease not only in
domestic cattle and bison, but
in our wildlife species as well.
Please consider taking the time
to submit your comments today

to the USDA and CDC. You can
visit the Montana Stockgrowers
website (www.mtbeef.org) for a
template for your comment and
to find the respective links for
comment submission. Links for
comment submission can also
be found on the Montana Department of Livestock website
(http://liv.mt.gov/).
Open space is highly valued
by all Montana residents as well
as visitors to our state. If the
burden of being a ranch in the
DSA cannot be eased, some of
these ranches will cease to exist
– and the likelihood of those
open spaces not being subdivided and covered with houses
is slim. Removal of Brucella
from the Select Agent List is an
important first step to preserving open space in the Greater
Yellowstone Area.

The surgeon you
can talk to about:






relief from hernia
a colonoscopy
Endoscopies
Gallbladder problems
anything

Dr. Nicholas Fromm isn’t just a great
general surgeon, he’s also great to
talk to. Dr. Fromm is friendly, nonjudgmental, and at ease with being
asked anything. He performs a wide
range of procedures here at Barrett
Hospital & HealthCare, and is ready
to start the conversation that will get
you on your path to your best health.
Whether you’ve been putting off a
colonoscopy, are wary of getting
a hernia repaired, or aren’t
sure where to start with your
gallbladder problems,
Dr. Fromm is here to talk
to you.

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

Make an appointment with Dr. Fromm today.
Call 406-683-1188 or visit barretthospital.org for more information.

Montana Primary Ballots were mailed across the state on
Friday, May 8th to all active Montana voters.
• As you know, the 2020 Montana Primary Election is being conducted by mail. Governor
Bullock issued this directive in order to protect the health and safety of Montana voters and
election workers. NO REGULAR POLLING PLACES WILL BE AVAILABLE for this election.
• Despite our efforts, we are certain that many ballots will come back to our office as
UNDELIVERABLE. If you believe that your mailing address may not be current, please call
our office as soon as possible (843-4270), and expect our office to contact you by mail
(if a forward is received from the post office), by phone, or by e-mail --if we have that
information-- if your ballot is returned by USPS as undeliverable. Once we a have a current
address, your ballots will be re-mailed to you.
• Return postage has been paid by the state of Montana in order to encourage voters to
MAIL their voted ballots to the election office rather than hand deliver them during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
• This year, three parties qualified for a primary ballot (Democrat, Green and Republican),
but YOU MAY ONLY VOTE ONE. New legislation allows you to RETURN ONLY THE VOTED
BALLOT. The two unvoted party ballots should be destroyed by the voter.
• The Governor’s directive also ordered that the CLOSE OF REGISTRATION be moved up three
weeks to May 26th. You may register to vote by mail until that date and ballots will be
mailed to you. Please call us to mail the voter registration form to you.
• If you miss the May 26th date, those needing to register in person may appear at the
Public Meeting Room at the Madison County Admin Building in Virginia City to register and
vote between 8 am and 5 pm, May 27th and May 29th (Wed – Fri), from 8 am until noon
on Monday, June 1st and from 7 am until 8 pm on Election Day, June 2nd. Look for signs to
direct you.
• Registrations post marked May 26th and received by May 28th will be accepted and
ballots will be mailed to you. Please, do not delay.
• This period of Late Registration and voting will be held with strict 6 – foot distancing
rules.
• If you are unable to mail your ballot, a drop box will be available at the Admin Building.
And please be advised, if you are dropping off ballots for anyone other than yourself, you
will be required to fill out a BIPA (Ballot Interference Prevention Act) form at that time.
Please see the reverse side of your voting instruction sheet for further instructions. Again,
look for signs once you arrive at the Admin Building.
• Ballots must reach the election office by Election Day, June 2nd in order to be counted.
Please mail back in plenty of time to be received by that date.
• If you did not receive your ballots and feel that you should have, please call the Madison
County Election office at
843-4270, and for any other questions you may have. You may also reach us at
clerkandrecorder@madisoncountymt.gov OR kmumme@madisoncountymt.gov.

Your partner in community.
682 7755

Ask
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Local businesses have the information you need to make a variety of

decisions. Best of all, they are here and available to meet your needs. In our
“Ask the Experts” section, we went to these local experts for information
on topics important to you.

Ask the Expert forum appears the second Thursday of each
month. If you have questions for these area professionals e-mail
us at info@madisoniannews.com.
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I HEAR
YOU KNOCKING
Ximurbi
inatis? Nihilis
Q:
Generally, woodpeckers peck at houses for

CORONAVIRUS
QUESTIONS
Are allergy and asthma sufferers more susceptible
to contracting coronavirus?
Allergy sufferers haven’t shown a higher level
of illness than the general population. However,
asthma sufferers are more susceptible to
contracting the coronavirus and developing severe
complications. The elderly and patients with
lung disease, which includes respiratory illness,
diabetes, heart disease and smokers are very susceptible to contracting coronavirus
and have the highest rate of fatalities.
Are pregnant women at greater risk of complications from Covid-19?
Pregnant women are vulnerable to serious complications from Covid-19 and they
should be extremely vigilant about social distancing, hand hygiene and face masks.
Expectant moms should get their influenza shot and, if local coronavirus cases
escalate, determine if check-ups can be conducted via telemedicine.
Is coronavirus more contagious than the flu?
Coronavirus is more contagious than the flu. On average, one person with coronavirus
will infect 1.7 people. One person with the flu will infect 0.7-1.2 people.
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answer is we do not really know yet.
We hear all kinds of predictions from
the news media ranging from disaster
to some form of normalcy. There are no
real experts regarding this topic since
we are in unchartered waters with no real comparisons. Most real
estate fluctuations have been historically driven by pure economics;
remember 2007-08? Our present real estate market has definitely
been influenced by investment losses but more importantly it is
subdued by consumer confidence and health concerns. In our local
markets buyers of affordable residential properties that have a
present need have been the most active clients resulting in a decline
of that inventory classification. Higher valued second home and
recreational properties have been less active due to State mandated
travel and lodging restrictions. My best advice: Stay positive, stay
safe and have confidence that things will normalize in the not too
distant future.
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advertising?

problems such as underachievement or
irresponsibility. Relationship struggles
can illustrate difficulties in accepting,
trusting and being our true selves. This
can lead to continually trying to please
others, proving yourself, and seeking
validation; these behaviors are a result of feelings of guilt, inadequacy,
and shame. People with codependent traits try to fix, help, please,
and control other people and situations. Happiness and other feelings
are based on what others are doing, rather than on your own internal
feelings and values. Thus, people with codependency are not living
their own lives; they lose track of who they are, what they want, and
how to be happy within themselves. Determining whether you are
codependent or not is not about how many traits of codependency you
have; it’s more about whether the traits are causing you anxiety, pain,
or regret, and hindering your health and relationships.

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW

Carly Johns Moody

Berkshire h aThawaY • (406) 596-1076
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MENTAL HEALTH

Although we are all excited about the spring
weather, for many that also means spring allergies.
Spring allergies commonly arise from pollen from
trees and other plants. Allergies can cause an
array of bothersome symptoms including itchy,
red, and water eyes, and runny or congested nose,
sneezing etc.
Luckily there are many medications (usually
available over the counter) that can help
with seasonal allergies. The most common
medications that people take for allergies are
antihistamines. Benadryl ®) (diphenhydramine)
and chlorpheniramine are first generation
antihistamines that can be used for allergy
symptoms but should be used with caution in the elderly and because they cause you
to be very drowsy. Second generation antihistamines such as cetirizine (Zyrtec®),
loratadine (Claritin®) fexofenadine (Allegra®), and levocetirizine (Xyzal®) also
help with allergy symptoms such as runny nose, congestion, itchy and watery
eyes, and sneezing but have less side effects so they can be taken during the day.
Nasal steroids such as fluticasone (Flonase) ® and Nasacort® are available over
the counter to also help with common allergy symptoms. Nasal decongestant
pseudoephedrine is also sometimes combined with second generation antihistamines
to help with nasal congestion with allergies as well. An example is Claritin-D®. For
allergies symptoms specific to your eyes, eye drops such as ketotifen, and Pataday®
are available.
Remember to always speak to your doctor and pharmacist before starting a new
medication. Your primary care doctor and pharmacist know what medications you
are on and what medical conditions you have. Enjoy the spring weather and ask
your healthcare provider about which medications will work best for you.

Frank Colwell

ennis PhYsiCal TheraPY PC • 406-682-3112

(406) 670-4546
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people know you are out there and that
you want their business.

out how our print and online advertising solutions can help your
business thrive!
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Livestock Loss Board loss prevention grants
Submitted by
GEORGE EDWARDS

A

pply now for livestock loss prevention grants. The
Livestock Loss Board has
$80,000 available for wolf
only loss prevention projects.
Applications are available on
our website www.llb.mt.gov
or by calling our office. The
deadline for applications is
June 30, 2020. All projects
must be for loss prevention

for the following animals:
cattle, sheep, horses, mules,
goats, swing or llamas. Other
animals such as chickens or
bison are not eligible for our
loss prevention grant funds.
Also agricultural crop damage
prevention is not covered by
our board.
There is a 50-50 match requirement for all grants. This
can be in the form of cash,
in-kind work or a combination
of both. None of the required
match can include anything

you are already receiving from
federal sources. The grant
period for wolf only projects
is from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020. Our grizzly
bear loss prevention funding
is from state sources. The
grant period for these grants
are one year from when they
are approved by the board.
Our board will not know
how much money is available
for grizzly loss prevention
grants until mid-July. Board
members will be holding a

board meeting either in July
or early August to award these
grants. Use separate grant
forms for wolf and grizzly
related projects. They will be
reviewed separately as each
type of grant has a different
funding source.
Up to 10% of the total applied for may include administrative costs. Keep in mind
that if an excessive value is
listed for these costs, the board
may reject your administrative costs for matching values.

Please be reasonable if listing
these values. The same thing
would apply to values in-kind,
values for labor, materials,
and/or equipment time on
projects. Be specific in all
aspects in your description of
the grant. For example, the
number of estimated hours
and wages for range riders,
type and number of livestock
covered or fencing materials. If applying for a grant to
purchase a guard dog and/
or dog food, include receipts

if already purchased in 2020.
Any part of a project occurring before January 1, 2020 is
not eligible for grant funding.
All projects must be for
loss prevention due to wolves,
grizzly bears or mountain
lions. Loss prevention grants
are not available for other
predators such as coyotes, fox,
eagles, etc…
Call George Edwards at
406-444-5609 for more information.

DLI issues guidance to Montanans
returning to work
Submitted by
LAUREN LEWIS
The Montana Department
of Labor & Industry today is
issuing guidance to Montanans returning to work during
Phase One of the reopening of
Montana’s economy.
“We at the Department of
Labor & Industry have been
intently focused on getting
benefits to the Montanans
who have had their employment affected by COVID-19,”
Acting Commissioner Brenda Nordlund said. “While
we continue to focus on that

mission, we also know that
many workers and businesses
are reopening and returning
to work.”
DLI has launched a new
page on its COVID-19 website
focused on providing information to Montana employers
and employees on the phased
reopening of Montana’s
economy at dli.mt.gov/returnto-work. The new page offers
information for businesses
and workers on the Governor’s
reopening directive, health
and safety, and recruitment
and job search tools.
“Returning to work over

the coming weeks and months
will involve phases and
complexities. DLI is here to
help businesses and workers
navigate this new environment,” Nordlund said. “We are
all eager to return to a sense
of normalcy, and as we begin
that process, new questions are
emerging related to employees
being called back to work.”
Returning to work and Unemployment Insurance (UI)
DLI reminds Montanans
that employees must have a
specified reason for refusing
an offer to return to work to
remain eligible for unemploy-

Thank you!

ment benefits.
“If you have a reason that
is related to the COVID-19
pandemic, such as you need to
care for a child who is unable to attend school or their
daycare due to a closure, you
may continue to be eligible for
benefits,” Nordlund said.
If an employee refuses
available work due to a nonCOVID-19 circumstance, such
as the amount of benefits they
are receiving through unemployment is larger than their
former wages, they may not
continue to receive UI benefits. Continuing to file for UI

MVM Staff Members:
Jayne F.
Andi M.
Nicole T.
Patty A.
Tom B.
Sally M.
Karen V.
Allison V.
Gayle S.
Linda M.
Linda W.
Heidi A.

Bonney M.
Sammi C.
Len B.
Robyn M.
Tammie C.
Suzanne C.
Janell M.
Lucinda F.
Christine D.
Joy N.
Michael S.
Johathan E.

Christine P.
Chad T.
Vanessa F.
Kathie P.
Tina W.
Emily G.
Robyn R.
Maria M.
Rosalee H.
Matt R.
Heidi B.
Maddison H.

Travis S.
Lee M.
Madison H.
Trish S.
Jeanette N.
Stacey H.
Sue S.
Tammie S.
Erin C.
Tami Jo S.
Leona S.

Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center Staff Members:
Gail N.
David R.
Randy A.
Michael B.
Coke A.
Dan A.
Angie B.
Carma S.
Jennifer C.
Delene D.
Lindsey E.
Karissa F.
Tai G.
Chelsie K.

Karina L.
Kenda M.
Shawnda O.
Dorothy P.
Keila S.
Sherri S.
Carrie T.
Jennifer W.
Robert W.
Suzanne W.
Suzette A.
Bobbi B.
Jacque C.
Kathleen F.

Joanne G.
Ann G.
Luz K.
Brian P.
Karen A.
Karen B.
Tia L.
Carol L.
Kristy V.
Joan W.
Jordan E.
Karla S.
Charisse O.
Roman H.

may be eligible for UI to file
a claim online at MontanaWorks.gov, or at mtpua.mt.gov
for those that fall under the
Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance eligibility guidelines. Those with technical,
eligibility or benefits questions
are encouraged to view the
COVID-19 resource website at
dli.mt.gov/covid-19. A variety of information for both
Montana workers and employers are available, in addition
to resources to help claimants
navigate the unemployment
process.

Montana FSA: USDA reminds
Montana producers to
complete Crop Acreage Reports
Submitted by USDA FSA

Madison County Nursing Homes would like to take a moment to
recognize our AMAZING staff who are the pulse of our homes. On a
daily basis our employees continue to provide loving support to the
heart and soul of our households, our Residents. We commend you
for your commitment, courage and loyalty to the individuals that we
serve and to our teams at Madison Valley Manor and Tobacco Root
Mountains Care Center. We would like to take this opportunity to
honor each and every staff member and send a heartfelt THANK
YOU!!! We all are stronger together!

when work is available may
constitute fraud. For more
information on UI fraud, visit
uid.dli.mt.gov/report-fraud.
If an individual returns to
work, but with reduced hours
or wages, they may still be eligible for partial UI benefits.
“As outlined in the Governor’s directive, employers
are obligated to accommodate
their employees and ensure a
safe working environment,”
Nordlund said. “We at DLI can
assist you with information on
workplace safety and health.”
DLI continues to encourage anyone who believes they

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices in Montana
are currently open to phone
and virtual appointments only;
but can still work with producers on timely filing crop

acreage reports. FSA staff can
provide assistance over the
phone, by email and through
virtual meetings via a software
program called Microsoft
Teams.
The deadline for acreage
certification is July 15, 2020,

and applies to crops such as
spring alfalfa seed, CRP, perennial forage not covered by
the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program, annually
spring seeded crops, and any
other crop not reported by a
previous deadline.

2020 Rotary
Scholarships awarded
Submitted by
RAND BRADLEY
The Rotary Club of Twin
Bridges has announced its 2020
Scholarship awardees. The
following graduating students
from Twin Bridges and Sheridan
High Schools have been awarded
scholarships from the Rotary
Club of Twin Bridges in the
amount of $800 each. Two scholarships are awarded to two graduating seniors from each high
school. One scholarship is for
students attending a Montana
college in a four-year curriculum. The other scholarship is
intended for students attending
a college of technology, two-year

curriculum in any state.
Scholarships are awarded
based on academic achievement,
probability of success, service
to school and community and
financial need.
Twin Bridges High School
Awardees:
Kenna Millhouse: plans to
attend Carroll College and
major in nursing.
Avery George: will attend
Flathead Valley Community College pursuing a
degree in Culinary Arts.
Sheridan High School
Awardees:
Amanda Grow: plans to

attend U of M Western and
pursue a degree in Psychology.
Tia Hill: will attend North
Idaho College in Cour
d’Alene in general education studies.
The Rotary Club of Twin
Bridges is very pleased to
present its Scholarship Awards
to these deserving graduates
and thanks all applicants for
their interest in this ongoing
scholarship programs. The
club also thanks the Ruby
Valley communities for their
assistance in the Club’s fundraising efforts.

MADISON VALLEY CARING AND SHARING FOOD BANK IS
HERE TO SUPPORT ENNIS AREA RESIDENTS AND MEET
THEIR NEEDS DURING THESE CHALLENGING TIMES.
WE ARE LOCATED AT 217 E WILLIAMS AND OUR HOURS ARE:
MONDAYS NOON-2:00 PM;
WEDNESDAYS 5-7:00 PM AND SATURDAYS 9-11 AM.
PO BOX 171, ENNIS, MT 59729
IF FIRST TIME THERE WE ONLY NEED THE FOLLOWING 3 THINGS:
PLEASE BRING 1. PROOF OF PHYSICAL ADDRESS
2. NEED YOUR NAME AND NUMBER IN FAMILY
3. TELEPHONE NUMBER, ALL INFORMATION IS CONFIDENTIAL
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Above It All.
No crowded lines. No baggage claim.
Just you and your loved ones.

Welcome Aboard.

Where Safety
Matters Most

Private Jet Charter
Aircraft Management
Aircraft Sales/Acquisitions

406-624-9093 (24hr)
FlyYouAnywhere.com
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The Old Hotel is Open for

licensed/insured

Curbside Doughnut Market!
The staff at Ennis True Value would like to thank our
customers for their support and patience during the past
few weeks of these trying times. We hope that you have
found your shopping experiences to be pleasant and safe.
We are pleased to see many of our former customers
back in the store these past few weeks. We believe
that your community has shown that you can find the
products you need at reasonable prices and unmatched
customer service right here at home.
In the future, if there should be items you would like to
see us carry in the store, please let us know.

Saturdays
9am-12pm
Drive-Thru, Made-to-Order Doughnuts, Tasty Pastries, Breads,
& Much More!

Okazuya Bento á Go Go
Fridays
Curbside Pick Up 5pm-7pm
Taking Orders all Week but Must be Placed NO LATER
than 1pm on Fridays

Rustic Charm,
Brilliant Cuisine
in Twin Bridges…
101 E. 5th Avenue
Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com
406-684-5959

Remember than curbside delivery and Truevalue.com are
still available to you as alternative shopping methods.
We appreciate your business and will do our
best to continue providing you with a convenient and safe
shopping experience.
We look forward to seeing you very soon.

For Further Details & Information
or to Place an Order See Our
Website, Facebook Page, or Call!

2020 SUMMER EDITION

The

| LOOP

A “local’s guide” to The Vigilante Trail

Alpenglow
Window Cleaning
Cleaning
MATT SWANSON
Residential/Commercial
Spring Cleaning!

(406) 596-1541
Ennis, MT

alpenglowwindows@gmail.com

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE
Custom cut firewood, Semi loads of logs and
rough cut lumber available for delivery

MADISON COUNTY SEASONAL GUIDE

Ad content deadline:
May 20th

Contact Susanne at
(406) 596-0661 or
s.hill@madisoniannews.com
Alder Forest Products is pleased to offer
firewood, rough cut lumber and logs delivered
to your location.
Lodgepole and Douglas Fir available.
We cut to your specification
Delivery is free within 20 miles of Alder
Give us a call today (406) 842-5679, store

size

QTR
PAGE

HALF
PAGE

FULL
PAGE

3.9 in. wide x
2.325 in. tall

3.9 in. wide x
4.9 in. tall

Horiz.
7.9 in. wide x 4.9 in. tall
VERT.
3.9 in. wide x 10.075 in. tall

7.9 in. wide x
10.075 in. tall

$225

$350

$525

$875

EIGHTH
PAGE

dimensions
price

$25/ad fee for new design.

MADISON County weather
T h u r s d ay
Mainly cloudy. High near 50F.
W winds shifting to N at 10 to 15
mph.

Fr i d ay

Sunshine and clouds mixed. High
57F. Winds N at 5 to 10 mph.

S a t u r d ay

Partly cloudy skies. High 59F. Winds ENE
at 10 to 15 mph.

S u n d ay

Partly cloudy. High around 60F.
Winds ENE at 10 to 15 mph.

M o n d ay
Intervals of clouds and sunshine in
the morning with more clouds for
later in the day. High 57F. Winds
ENE at 10 to 15 mph.

Quote of the

Week:

"Learn from
yesterday,
live for today,
hope for
tomorrow.
The important
thing is
not to stop
questioning."
Albert Einstein

WEED FIELD CREW PERSONNEL

Alder, MT. Department: Weed Department
Days Worked: Mon – Thurs
Rate of Pay: $14.71
Position Type: Short-term Employee
Details: This is a short-term, 90 day, positon working 40
hours per week from
approximately May 26, 2020, to on or about September
1, 2020. Position will
close on May 22, 2020 at 5:00pm.
Applications & Job descriptions available either at the
Weed Board Office
2296 MT Hwy 287, HR office at the courthouse or online
at madisoncountymt.gov.

Home Park
Assisted Living
Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment
Private rooms

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkassistedliving.com

Madison Valley Roofing
Tom Savage, Owner

Roofing Year Round!
Fully insured
FREE Estimates
Call 641-0059 or 682-7523
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THE BOTTLE BARN

Its ties to two beloved Ennis names
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

K

ari Swenson, a biathlete, was kidnapped at gunpoint
by two ‘mountain men’ while on a training run in the
Spanish Peaks. FBI teams, helicopters, and multiple
facets of law enforcement searched for Swenson for months.
Local sheriff, Johnny France, was the man who apprehended
the captors.
The Frances moved to Ennis for Johnny’s sheriff position,
the one that would end up involving a woman named Kari
Swenson. When Johnny had a day off, Sue drove if they were
traveling. Duty did not take a break and he was always on the
lookout for something not quite right outside the car windows.
“It’s never been dull with him,” Sue, Johnny’s wife, said,
mentioning if she had not taken over, they probably would
have gone off the road.
The couple had three children of their own, but raised more
like eight over the years. Johnny had a hard time sending kids
in trouble or in need to homes, Sue explained. Coming across
these kids on the job stuck with him and so they came home
with him. Some stayed for a few days, others a few years.
Chris DiMichele’s, Deemo’s owner, kids work with him at
the Bottle Barn, which he purchased from Sue and Johnny late
April. Nikki, his daughter, does a lot of the sales and Sam, his
son, accomplishes miscellaneous tasks and spends more time
working at Deemo’s. Each DiMichele kid has a 1% share in the
business.
“I’ll tell you what. I’m a blessed man,” DiMichele said, referring to the fact he gets to work on this project with his kids.
DiMichele grew up in New Jersey and received his meat
cutting training there. He moved around a bit, to Wyoming
and then eventually to Bozeman in 1989, happy to be in a place
that gave his kids greater access to the outdoors. He worked in
the meat department at Heebs, a place he described as having
a Cheers-complex. In its old building, it pretty much screamed
character, something Deemo’s now emulates.
He got a job as a meat manager in Ennis in 1994 and eventually bought the Restvedt building and started his businesses.
The building he owned included Deemo’s and the Bottle Barn,
which Johnny and Sue rented from him until he bought the
business.
“Anything they needed I jumped right on it and made sure
the repairs were done,” DiMichele said. “They were always
very cordial and easy to deal with and very nice people.”
What is more, DiMichele revered Johnny. “I always looked
at him as a legend,” he said.
The Bottle Barn was Sue’s baby for almost 35 years. It was
a way for her to stay busy and occupied while Johnny was
working. One can only imagine the tension a sheriff ’s wife
experiences. Being in charge of a business allowed her hands
and mind a reprieve.
“I really liked being my own boss. That was an awesome
experience and it taught me a lot,” Sue said.
As with most business ventures, being an owner had its
buffet of challenges. Recessions, break-ins and Sue’s incomplete knowledge about liquor being just a few. The state sent
someone to assist Sue at the store for three days to help her
wrap her head around what it took to own a liquor business.
“I didn’t know what Jim Beam meant. I didn’t know what
Black Velvet meant. I didn’t know about brands,” Sue laughed.
Different malt whiskeys? Yeah right.
But the challenges were part of why she loved it so much. “I
just had so much fun in there. It was just pure joy,” Sue said.
“This has been really, really hard to give it up,” she mentioned, her and Johnny now both in their eighties. The Frances’ kids encouraged them to move on from the businesses to
enjoy the rest of their lives.
In 2004, Johnny suffered an injury involving a horse and
was life-flighted twice. The second time, they put him in a
body bag. Friends helped Sue run the Bottle Barn as she spent
harried time in between Ennis and Billings, where Johnny was
in the Intensive Care Unit.
“He’s a walking miracle,” Sue said. Resilient now as he was

FROM L TO R: Chris DiMichele, Nikki DiMichele, Johnny France and Sue France. PHOTO BY SAM DIMICHELE

FROM L TO R: after and before pictures of the first Bottle Barn renovation. PHOTO BY KEELY LARSON
the summer of 1984 when he found the two
mountain men and Swenson.
After they decided to sell the store last
September, word of mouth resulted in 17
people interested. “We definitely wanted it to
be somebody local and not go corporate. To
keep Ennis as we all know and love it,” Sue
said.
DiMichele is locally loved. A Facebook
post identifying him as a volunteer of the
week in the Madisonian had more than 90
likes in just over an hour. People commented, expressing their love for Deemo’s, and
shared the post so others could see.
“I sure try to be as square and straight as
I can, and I can’t see being any other way,”
DiMichele said.
“We wish Chris the very best and we’re
always there to help,” Sue said. More than
likely, she would be thrilled to lend a hand at
the store that taught her self-reliance, communication and allowed her to interact with
those she loved.

FROM L TO R: after and before pictures of
the first Bottle Barn renovation. PHOTO BY
KEELY LARSON
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BE WELL
Collaborative Southwest Montana Community
Health Needs Assessment launches
Submitted by
LAUREN BRENDEL, M.S.
For more than 110 years,
Bozeman Health has been
a non-profit organization,
dedicated to the health and
well-being of Southwest Montana. As part of our non-profit
status and federal requirement,
Bozeman Health, in partnership with Gallatin City-County Health Department and
Community Health Partners,
is conducting a health needs
assessment for our community. This assessment covers
Gallatin and Madison Counties
(a Park County assessment was
completed in 2019). Results

from the community health
needs assessment (CHNA) will
help inform the three organizations of where to best focus
health, well-being, and medical
resources in our community.
There are two ways community
members can participate in the
assessment:
• Over the next several
weeks, the national research
firm PRC, will be contacting
approximately 700 randomly
selected residents in Gallatin and Madison Counties to
conduct phone surveys. The
confidential survey will ask
questions about residents’
health-related experiences,
behaviors, and needs.

• An online version of the
survey is also available, in both
English and Spanish, for community members to complete.
The online survey is confidential, and takes no more than
10 minutes to complete. The
survey can be completed by
visiting prcsurvey.com/begin/
bozemanregion/
“The community health
needs assessment is a crucial
component of our community
benefit work,” said Christopher
Coburn, system manager of
community health improvement and partnerships at Bozeman Health. “Hearing from the
community about their health
and wellness helps us to best

align planning efforts, develop
and strengthen partnerships,
and deploy resources in ways
that are meaningful, equitable,
and transformative. As a nonprofit health system, this work
is central to our mission.”
“This collaborative effort to
learn from the communities we
serve is imperative to how we
structure our services and programs,” said Lander Cooney,
CEO of Community Health
Partners. “Our organization
uses this data to help focus
our attention on what matters
most to keep our communities
healthy.”
“The data gathered during
the CHNA is critical to

Gallatin City-County Health
Department’s approach to prevention,” said Tracy Knoedler,
director of human services for
Gallatin City-County Health
Department. The information
is valuable in determining
community health needs.
It enables us to prioritize
and focus our attention and
resources on initiatives that
can have the biggest impact on
public health. The questions
being asked help us identify
the health issues burdening
people in our community, and
the information gathered is
used to create or seek existing
programs aimed at addressing
those specific issues.”

After the completion of
the CHNA, Bozeman Health
creates a three-year community benefit/community impact
plan that is approved by the
health system’s volunteer
board of directors. This plan
forms the foundation used by
Bozeman Health to help guide
the health system’s significant
efforts in ensuring our mission of improving community
health and quality of life is
met. Our current plan and
implementation cycle comes
to an end in 2020 and you can
find the current report here:
https://www.bozemanhealth.
org/about-us/community-benefit/

Caring for concussions
More than a bump on the head

Submitted by NIH
Accidents happen. A fender
bender. A collision while
playing sports. Or a fall at
home. Many types of accidents can cause a bang to the
brain. Each year, more than
2 million people in the U.S.
visit an emergency room for a
traumatic brain injury. Many
others experience a blow to the
head but never see a doctor.
Brain injuries can range
from mild to severe. The
most common type of mild
brain injury is a concussion.
Concussions can be caused
by an impact to your head or
whiplash motion to your body
that makes your brain bounce
or twist inside your skull. That
can stretch your brain cells
and cause harmful chemical
changes that interfere with
brain activity.
Even though they’re
called “mild,” concussions

should be taken seriously,
explains Dr. Geoffrey Manley,
an NIH-funded traumatic
brain injury researcher at the
University of California, San
Francisco.
Most people heal from a
concussion relatively quickly.
But some will experience longterm effects on their thinking,
mood, balance, and more. “If
you’re still feeling effects a year
after your injury, there’s nothing mild about it,” he says.
Concussions are particularly common among children and young adults. Older
adults—age 75 and up—also
have a higher than average risk
of concussion because they’re
at higher risk for falls.
Being able to recognize
the causes and symptoms of a
concussion is important so you
can reduce the risk of getting
one and seek immediate treatment if you have one.
Seek Treatment

Some people may briefly
lose consciousness right after a
jolt to the head. Later symptoms can include headache,
nausea, confusion, dizziness,
or memory problems. Some
people may also have sensitivity to light or noise, feel groggy
or slow, or have changes to
their sleep patterns.
“No two brain injuries
are exactly the same,” says
Dr. Dorian McGavern, a
brain-injury researcher at NIH.
Every person’s brain is a little
different, and each impact can
affect your brain differently, he
explains.
Doctors have become much
better at diagnosing concussions over the last decade,
says Dr. Christina Master, an
NIH-funded researcher studying children with traumatic
brain injury at the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia.
To diagnose a concussion,
your doctor will ask how the

Ruby Valley
Stay Safe!
Medical
Stay Healthy!
Center Don’t Postpone Your
Healthcare Visits!

Dr. Roman Hendrickson Chris Hartsfield
APRN-FNP-BC

Paula Christensen
APRN, FNP-C

Sheridan Clinic, Monday - Friday
Twin Bridges Clinic
Tuesdays and
Thursdays

Dr. Molly Biehl

Twin Bridges Clinic
Monday - Friday

Sheridan Clinic
Tuesdays and
Thursdays

Dr. Kathy Meyer
Chiropractic

Dayna Thergesen
CPNP-BC

Sheridan Clinic
Wednesdays
Twin Bridges Clinic
Thursdays

Sheridan Clinic
May 22, June 12
June 26, July 10
Judy Weitzel
PMHNP-BC

Scott Rigdon
CRNA

Physical Therapy, Lab and Radiology Services Are Available

321 Madison Street
Sheridan, Montana

An Equal Opportunity
Employer & Provider

(406) 842-5453
www.RVMC.org

injury happened and about
your symptoms. They may also
evaluate your balance, vision,
and eye movements.
Most people with a suspected concussion don’t need
additional tests. But those with
more serious concussions may
have bleeding or other damage
in the brain. They may need an
imaging test, like a CT scan, to
detect these issues. A recently
approved blood test can help
doctors identify adults who
need an imaging test.
Manley and other researchers are studying whether blood
tests can better, and more
quickly, diagnose concussions.
“If we can identify who has a
brain injury, we can treat them
better, and make sure they
don’t fall through the cracks,”
he explains.
People with a concussion
also need follow-up care. But
Manley and others found in a
recent study that fewer than
half of people diagnosed with
concussion in the ER receive
such care. This lack of follow-up can prevent people
from getting treatment that
could improve their quality of
life, Manley explains.
Drugs don’t yet exist to
treat concussion itself. “But
we have plenty of drugs and
interventions for the side effects of traumatic brain injury,”
he says. These include medications to help with chronic
headache, depression, and
sleep problems.
Avoid a Second Blow
The brain is more vulnerable to a second blow after a
concussion. That’s because a
concussion can damage nerve
cells in the brain. It can also
cause the blood vessels that
feed the brain to become leaky.
The body usually repairs
these blood vessels over a
period of several weeks. But in
some people, they don’t heal

MAC’S CHC
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434
317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

that quickly—or at all.
“Some vessels will still have
cracks in the seals. This lets
material from the blood enter
into the brain,” McGavern says.
“These leaks can continue for
sometimes months or more
after the initial injury.”
Material from the blood is
not supposed to get into the
brain. Its presence can trigger inflammation and other
types of damage. This damage
may help explain the longterm symptoms some people
experience after a concussion,
McGavern says.
It may also explain why
another blow to the head soon
after the first can be so dangerous. McGavern’s team found
that blood vessels in mice
that had a second brain injury
within a day had difficulty
healing. In contrast, blood vessels in mice that experienced
a second injury later repaired
themselves normally.
Take Time to Heal
After a concussion, the
brain needs some rest. Research has shown that both
children and adults benefit
from reducing their mental
and physical activity for a short
time and should return to
those activities gradually.
“Visual and balance problems can make it hard to do
things like read, write, use an
electronic device, or navigate a
busy hallway,” Master explains.
“Early recognition and accommodations for those problems
can make a huge difference in
the quality of life for people as
they slowly return to work or
school.”
People who have experienced a head injury shouldn’t
feel frustrated if it takes up to
a month to feel normal, she
adds. “Rest” for someone with
a concussion doesn’t mean doing nothing at all, Master says.
Doing light physical activity
and using your brain in ways
that don’t make concussion
symptoms worse can help you
heal faster.
Physical rehabilitation programs can also help those with
longer-lasting symptoms, explains Master. Talk with your
doctor about how to return
to your normal activity after
a concussion. If symptoms
persist, ask about physical
therapy.
As scientists have come to
understand the importance
of protecting the brain after a
concussion, new safety rules
have followed, Master says.
“In the last decade, every
state in the nation has passed
‘return to play’ legislation,” she
explains.
These rules, designed to
protect youth athletes playing school sports, mandate a
period of recovery for young
athletes after a brain injury. It
also requires a doctor-supervised period of gradual physical activity before returning to
sports.
“These rules make sure that

we don’t return athletes back to
play before they are recovered,
where another injury could
cause more significant problems,” Master says.
Everyone can take steps to
decrease their risk of concussion. See the Wise Choices box
for tips.

Wise
Choices
LOWER YOUR
RISK OF
CONCUSSION
Many head injuries
can be avoided. Tips
to stay safe include:
• Wear a seatbelt
when you drive or
ride in a car.
• Wear the correct
helmet and make
sure it fits properly
when riding a
bicycle,
skateboarding,
skiing or
snowboarding, and
playing sports like
hockey and football.
• Install window
guards and stair
safety gates at home
for young children.
• Improve lighting
and remove area
rugs, clutter, and
other trip hazards in
the hallway.
• Use nonslip mats
and install grab bars
next to the toilet and
in the tub or shower
for older adults.
• Install handrails on
stairways.
• Improve balance
and strength with
regular physical
activity.
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COMMODITY INSITE:
HISTORIC DISCONNECT

One of the oldest and most
reliable sayings on Wall Street is,
“Sell in May and walk away.” The
saying is based on the historical
tendency for the stock market to
produce it’s best returns between
Halloween and May Day, the
winter months. And over the
next six months, the summer
months, the average historical return has always been much lower.
From a historical standpoint it
makes sense to exit stocks in
May and return as a buyer on
Halloween.
However, we live in unprecedented times which means any
old saying can be taken with
a proverbial grain of salt. For
instance, when the first month of
a New Year rolls around it is said
loud and clear from the mouths
of the boys and girls on Wall
Street, “As January goes, so goes

the rest of the year.” But this year,
January turned out to be, in my
view, the most bearish start to a
New Year in history.
To illustrate what I am
referring to here is my weekly
column from March 6, entitled,
“Stocks Are In A Bear Trend. “I
described the first month of this
year as the most bearish January
for commodities in history. The
month flashed red ink immediately as commodity values did a
swan dive. In the final trading
session of January, the Dow fell
a few points shy of 600 points,
making for one of the most
bearish starts to a new year in
history for stocks. The weakness
with stocks and commodities was
shock because so many on Wall
Street and Main Street believe
deeply that, “as January goes, so
goes the rest of the year.”

I went on to write, “Unfortunately, February was more
bearish yet. Global equities in the
final week of February endured
their worst week since 2008 as
fears of the coronavirus deepened. Commodities did as bad if
not worse than stocks. I believe
February was likely the most
bearish February in history. If
correct, that means the first two
months of this year were also
the most bearish back-to-back
months in history.”
Once February was over
and during March, stocks and
commodities per se wallowed
around aimlessly with a downward bias until April. In April,
stocks enjoyed their most bullish
month in 82 years. A host of
commodity markets also rallied
sharply such as crude oil, metals,
livestock, most tropical markets

by Jerry Welch

and grains. Thus, all markets
declined in January and February, treaded water in March but
rallied smartly in April. And
then May arrived and with it that
old saw that tumbles so easily off
the lips of Wall Street. “Sell in
May and walk away.”
But on the final day of this
week an Employment Report was
released and here is how CNBC
News described it.“ U.S. jobs
market suffers its worst month
in history,” CNBC went on to
state. “A staggering 29 million
Americans lost their livelihoods
in April as the spreading coronavirus shuttered stores, factories
and offices, canceled events, and
brought transit around the country to a sudden stop.”
“Payrolls fell by 20.5 million
last month, leaving 23 million
unemployed, the Labor De-

partment said Friday. Another
6.6 million Americans left the
workforce altogether, meaning
they were neither employed nor
looking for work. The nation's
unemployment rate more than
tripled, soaring to 14.7% from
4.4% in March — the highest
since the Great Depression.”
Despite the dismal jobs
report, the Dow Jones gained an
eye popping 450 points while the
Nasdaq rose even higher and is
now up for the year. Yes, up for
the year. The economy is in deep
trouble but stocks keep moving
north. The disconnect between
the economy and the stock
markets continues. And if that
historic disconnect persists, a
host of investors and traders will
soon be sorely disappointed.
From, “Haunted By Markets”
in a chapter entitled, “Sorely

Disappointed” comes this tale.
“Following surgery in his sensitive groin area the patient still
groggy from sedation looks up
at his doctor with half open eyes
and says, “That is great news
about the surgery being successful. Does that mean I can have
sex again?” “The doctor, with
a big smile, nods his head and
says, “Yes, you can certainly have
sex again.” The patient replies,
“That’s wonderful. Do you have
any phone numbers?” Needless
to say, the patient was sorely
disappointed. He did not get any
phone numbers.”
Call me at 406-682-5010 if
you wish to learn of the Special
Offer I have for my twice a day
newsletter, Commodity Insite.
Plus, my book, “Haunted By
Markets” is thrown in for free. It
is a heck of a deal. Call me!

can begin to at least learn some
of the names of these, my children, eh?
Or maybe I should go about
my “Adam” business and name
these flowers and bushes myself.
I mean, why should I have to
suffer the slings and arrows of
scientists who see the world
through their little microscopes
and give these living organisms
names that come from dead
languages?
What’s wrong with naming
my children Red Bush By the
Birch Tree, Bee Collector Watchit, Blue Bells Out Front, or Is
That a Weed or a Plant?
There is no small satisfaction
that comes with identifying our
outdoor sentinels in a manner
that is every bit as orderly and
meaningful as that done by scientists in their lairs. The names
may not have the panache of scientific nomenclature, but what

does one expect from a Viriditas
Bipedal Vulgaris (common twolegged weed)?
If there is anything good to
come from this pandemic we’re
all struggling with, it may just
be our reconnecting with the
universe (and the One) who
binds us all together.
There is joy in becoming
more familiar with the world in
which we live. Familiar – family-like – reminds us that we’re
all related. Perhaps I shall name
the “Forget Me Not” Blessing,
for we don’t ever want to forget
our blessings here in this, our
valley.

THIS, OUR VALLEY
The Good Earth
By Kieth Axberg

Is the reward
for good
[anything] but
good?

~ Surat
ar-Rahman,
Verse 60

I went to the store this week
and gassed up the truck. Neither
took much. Our home is pretty
well stocked (without doing any
hoarding, thank you very much)
and with the continuing Stay At
Home orders in our community,
I just haven’t gone anywhere or
done anything.
If I go places, it is on foot and
just around the neighborhood.

While the early stages of our
current crisis felt a bit like Solitary Confinement on a global
scale, against which I kicked
and bucked like a delirious
demon-bull at the rodeo (more
like a tired old geezer being told
it is time for his Geritol, truth
be told), I must admit that the
slower pace has begun to feel as
warm and comfortable as those
old leather dress shoes that have
finally softened and conformed
to fit your feet just right.
There is something about
perambulating at a natural pace
that feels good. The backyard
has come alive with the flowering azaleas, blue bells, forgetme-nots and hyacinths. The
daffodils and tulips are done
for the season (they really don’t
last long at all), but the roses are
budding and will soon be drawing humming birds and honey

bees to their life-giving sweets.
I have mentioned in the past
that the land and I are not great
friends. I prefer concrete and
steel. You don’t need to mow cement; weeds don’t grow on steel.
I never have to clean my shoes
after walking on asphalt, but
when I come in from working
in the yard, I track in all sorts
of yard debris – dead grass, dirt,
slug slime – and then I have to
clean up after myself so that the
labor never ends. Woe is me!
However, since I don’t have
the luxury of hopping into the
truck and running hither, thither, and yon like the proverbial
chicken sans skull, I do have the
time to step outside and walk
amongst the various plants like a
new-born Adam. They have become my children and I find myself wondering: Who the heck
are you? What’s your name?

A Wrangler’s

Reckless
Writings
By Bryce Angell

My Grandson’s Loan
My grandson sat down next to me. Said, “How about a loan?” I told him that my pocketbook
was dang near skin and bone.
He prob’ly new I had a little money tucked away. I save for those emergencies we call a rainy day.
I quizzed my grandson ‘bout the loan. “How much you got in mind?” He said, “I’d like five dollars please. I’m kinda in a bind.”
As grandpas do, I told him, “I can float you extra cash. Let’s look in Grandma’s Bible. That is
where I keep my stash.”
I slipped him five new dollar bills, plus five more Ones to boot. I told him I was cleaning out our
Bible filled with loot.
My grandson’s smile was almost like he’d won the lottery, or maybe like my silly mug when eating bakery.
But then I told my grandson. “Back when I was eight years old. We didn’t have much money, but
our life was rich as gold.
“Each morning we were up at five and out to milk the cows. And some of us were sleepyheads,
not easy to arouse.
“We fed the horses, gathered eggs, then caught the bus to school. We always ate a breakfast. Even
now it makes me drool.
“We never had allowance, but we had a horse to ride. And bullets for the .22 my father would
provide.
“So, no one gave us money. We all learned to do without.” That’s when I said, “Oh by the way,
what is this loan about?”
He said, “You’re needing brand new socks. Your toes are sticking through. That’s why I needed
money for a pair of socks to you.”
I gazed down at my grandson. Now his purpose came to light. Said, “Let’s head on down to Merckle’s. We’ll have ice cream floats tonight.”

A friend dropped by last
summer and we showed her our
yard, and she was delighted by
the wonderful variety of flowers
and bushes. She would oo and
ah, and she identified each
and every one by its “proper”
Greek or Latin designation.
“Oh, what a beautiful Azalea
Rhododendron Ericaceae,” or
“Hyacinthoides Campanula
Rotundifolia!”
I confess I didn’t pay much
attention. I find it easier to
simply recall them as Azaleas or
Blue Bells or Forget Me Nots (on
those rare occasions I recall anything at all). Some people have a
gift for gardening and are adept
at attending to proper details
– like how much sun or shade
a plant needs, or how often to
water, or how much water to
apply (and at what time of day).
Sadly, I am not one of them. But
now that I have time, perhaps I

Keith Axberg writes on
matters concerning life and faith.
He can be reached at kfaxberg@
gmail.com.
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THEME: ARMY AND NAVY
ACROSS
1. Smoothing tool
5. Broadband access overseeing org.
8. Attorneys' org.
11. Length times width
12. *Lined up single ____
13. Lump of stuff
14. Carpet attribute
15. Cut the crop
16. Lingo
17. *Entire ship's company
19. Toothy wheel
20. Gives a helping hand
21. They're from mars?
22. Language family, includes Turkic
and Mongolian
25. Indian spice mix, pl.
29. Bachelor's last words
30. Baby Ruth component
33. One of the Earnhardts
34. She goes by Lo?
36. Actors' grp.
37. Mister in Madrid
38. Colossal
39. With no effort
41. American cuckoo
42. Leave hastily, two words
44. *Commissioned officer of the
lowest rank
46. "____, drink, and be merry"
47. *Omaha ____
49. Baby whale
51. *It's a wall to a civilian
54. Hands, to #12 Down
55. Check out
56. Cambodian money
58. Welcoming sign
59. Went down slippery slope
60. *Date of Allied landing
61. *Opposite of stern
62. "For ____ a jolly good.."
63. Dried-up
DOWN
1. Grammy category
2. Diva's solo
3. Unload
4. Saffron-flavored rice dish
5. Evil one
6. Wears
7. Porcini mushrooms
8. Aquarium scum
9. Uncouth one
10. Address abbreviation
12. Spanish dictator, 1939-1975
13. *Throwing weapon
16. Ice, dark, and middle, e.g.
18. Pittsburgh Steelers' ____ Field
21. Dojo turf
22. Was sick
23. Parkinson's disease drug
24. African antelope, pl.
25. Gaspar, Balthasar and Melchior
26. Veranda in Honolulu
27. "____ came a spider..."
28. European finch
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comics & Puzzles
Sudoku

682-7755

31. *"Excellent in all we do" org.
32. None left when on E
35. *____ formation, or on diagonal
37. Make synchronous
39. Credit card payment alternative,
acr.

40. What Deep Throat did
43. Stumblebums
45. Type of shards
47. *Announcement device
48. Island off Manhattan
49. Head of family
50. All over again

51. Silly talk or writing
52. *____-de-camp
53. Letter opening
54. Flash dancers
57. NaOH

Get the
Good News!
www.madisoniannews.com

sudoku solution

The local news of the Madison Valley,
Ruby Valley and
surrounding areas

Crossword puzzle answers on B9

VALLEY GARDEN GOLF VILLAGE
Semi-Annual Homeowner Meeting

Margaret Stecker, PLS • (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT 59740

June 15th, 6:30 pm
AT THE GOLF COURSE
CLUBHOUSE

K&L Mortuaries
& Crematory, Inc.
842-5731
Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs
Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison - Whitehall ~ Boulder
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M ARK ETPLACE
ESTATE SALES
Moving? Downsizing?
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
AbleEstateSales.com
Call Mike at 842-5251

HELP WANTED

The Ruby Valley Medical
Center is accepting
applications for a Full-Time
Administrative Clerk/
Human Resources Assistant,
benefits available. For more
information about this
exciting position and to
apply on-line, please visit
www.RVMC.org/careeropportunities.
Inside retail sales. Full time
and part time positions in Norris
MT. Send resume and
cover letter, or request
an application at
norrismontanajobs@gmail.com
Construction help wanted in the
Ennis area. Long term or seasonal employment. Competitive
wages, D.O.E., bonuses, paid
vacation after 1 year. Looking
for hardworking people that are
easy to get along with. Contact
Gary @ 406-581-3531.
Ch4 Engineering and
Construction Construction
labor needed We are looking
for several motivated, qualified
applicants available to start
May 18, 2020 Journeyman
construction labor with metal
building construction experience
needed. Pay commensurate with
experience Apply within at 18 ½
Main street Sheridan, MT 59749
Office Phone: 406-842-5309

The Ruby Valley Medical
Center is accepting
applications a Full-Time
Registered Nurse, benefits
available. We have a dynamic
and supportive nursing
team. Join us! Please visit
www.RVMC.org/careeropportunites for more
information and to apply
on-line.

BARKER VILLAGE
APARTMENTS:
1 bedroom furnished apartments
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location.
4 month lease, $750 per month
plus security deposit, utilities
included, non-smoking, no dogs.
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at
406-682-5737.

For Rent: Retail/office space
located in the Lone Elk Mall
off Main street in Ennis. 1,250
square feet of open space on
ground level, downtown. $950/
month plus utilities and common
area maintenance dues. Call
640-1351.
20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for
information.

FARRIER
CONNIE HUFT
Horse shoeing,
trimming
20 years experience
Gentle, reliable, prompt
service
Accepting new clients
Call 406-498-3140

FOR SALE
2016 Forest River Tracer 253
with thermal package. 28 foot
camper in excellent condition.
$16,995. Call 406-287-7992.

Your partner
in community.

682-7755

Sheridan apartment for rent.
1 BR, W/D in unit. $540 per
month. No pets, call 596-4495

Sheridan Cemetery Notice In
order to facilitate a thorough
spring cleaning of the
cemetery, we would ask that
you remove all arrangements
from the ground by no later
than May 15th. Arrangements
left after May 15th will be
removed by cemetery staff.
Questions or comments contact
Chairman Kelly Elser at
sheridanfirechief@yahoo.com.

for real estate and June 30th, 2020 for mobile home
taxes. PLEASE NOTE: IF TAXES ARE PAID AFTER
DUE DATES, PENALTIES AND INTEREST WILL
BE CHARGED AND YOUR CHECK WILL BE SENT
BACK TO COLLECT THEM. PLEASE CALL FOR
THE CORRECT AMOUNT OWED AFTER THE DUE
DATE! WE NOW HAVE A NIGHT DROP AT THE
FRONT ENTRANCE OF THE ADMIN BUILDING
WHICH CAN BE ACCESSED UNTIL 5:00 PM ON
THE DUE DATE.

D&D Auto, Inc.

Ruby Glen Homes Condo
for Rent 2 bed, 2 bath with
attached 2-car insulated garage
Near assisted living and new
hospital in Sheridan. Designed
for independent living needs,
wheelchair accessible, walk
in shower Maintenance free.
Contact 596-1111

SHERIDAN CEMETERY
NOTICE

2nd half 2019 property taxes are due and payable before
5:00 p.m. on May 31, 2020 and 1st half 2020 mobile home
taxes are due by June 30th, 2020. Unless paid prior to
that time the amount then due will be delinquent and will
draw interest at the rate of 5/6 of 1% per month from and
after such delinquency until paid and 2% will be added to
the delinquent taxes as penalty. If date on which taxes are
due falls on a Holiday or a Saturday, taxes may be paid
without penalty and interest on or before 5:00 p.m. of the
next business day in accordance with 1-1-307. If you have
a delinquency, the current taxes (2019) have to be paid in
full before your delinquency can be paid.
Payment of taxes may be made at the Madison County
Administration Building in Virginia City, MT, between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., except on legal holidays
or at any time before the due date. Taxes may be mailed
to Madison County Treasurer, P.O. Box 247, Virginia City
MT, 59755, postmarked no later than June 1st, 2020

Telephone inquiries may be made to 406-843-4212 or e-mail
sburke@madisoncountymt.gov
Web site: www.madisoncountymt.gov
To pay by Credit Card call 1-800-272-9829 Jurisdiction Code 3614
with a 2.68% charge or use officialpayments.com, e-check is also
available for $2.05 charge
Night drop located at the front entrance of the Administration Building

BARKER VILLAGE
APARTMENTS:
1 bedroom unfurnished
apartments available in Ennis.
A/C, washer/dryer equipped,
private location. 1 year lease,
$700 per month plus security
deposit, utilities included, nonsmoking, no dogs.
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at
406-682-5737.

ANNOUNCEMENT

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAXES DUE

AUTO & TRUCK SALES

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!

Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models
We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs
Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

MONTANANS

FOR LIMITED

ENNIS • 682-4537

Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

GOVERNMENT

Bad oﬃcials are elected by good citizens
who don’t vote. ~ George Jean Nathan

Verify your voter registration at My Voter Page Montana

www.mtflg.org
Paid for by: Montanans for Limited Government Kathy Kay, Treasurer PO Box 1154, Lolo, MT 59847

MATT ROSENDALE
I S W O R K I N G F O R M O N TA N A

SERVICES

ENDORSED BY PRESIDENT
DONALD J. TRUMP
“A” RATED BY THE NRA

FOR RENT
HOUSE FOR RENT IN ENNIS
Unfurnished 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath,
Full unfinished Basement. Privacy fenced back yard, back patio,
front deck with attached 2 car
garage, 2 blocks from Post Office
and Schools. No Smoking Utilities not included One Year Lease
required $1800.00 per month
Call 406-641-0137

Chimney & Vent

CLEANING
Gary Kinney

OR

send a text

702-5372 596-7003

WINDOW
CLEANING

VOTE MATT ROSENDALE
FOR CONGRESS ON JUNE 2 ND

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals
570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com
For Rent or Sale
For Rent or Sale in Ennis Unit
1D Lone Elk Mall, 900 sq’.
Previously Montana Wellness
Center. $600 per month, plus
$600 deposit. Can also do Lease
w/option to purchase, contract
for deed. Call 406-490-9464.

MAIL YOUR BALLOT BY MAY 26TH

PAID FOR BY MATT ROSENDALE FOR MONTANA

. Landscaping
. Turf Repair
. Reclamation

. Tree Planting
. Tree Trimming
. Tree Spraying

404-5925

MORE
Marketplace on page B6
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BHHSMT.COM

ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

more MARKETPLACE

RESIDENTIAL

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

NEW LISTING

GRIZZLY BEAR LOOP, W. YELLOWSTONE

$485,000 | #345013

•
•
•

Rob
Klatt

207 S. MAIN STREET, SHERIDAN
$185,000 | #345061

broker

406.580.2002

Custom built log home
2,507± sf, 4 bd, 3 ba
Large heated garage with a shop

•
•
•

Dawn Marie
Dickson
sales associate

406.600.4802

1 bd, 1 ba, 1,092± sf home
Utilized as commercial or residential space
4 car detached garage, two sheds, underground sprinklers.
NEW LISTING

Rikki

10 N JORDAN LANE, MCALLISTER
$929,900 | #342931

•
•
•

1 TUKE LANE, SHERIDAN
$450,000 | #344690

broker

406.581.5155

Pristine home located on Ennis Lake
3,428 sf, 5 bd, 3 ba & shop
30x40 shop w two 10’x12’ bays

40 SUN EAGLE LANE, CAMERON
$784,000 | #325611

•
•
•

Dilschneider

•
•
•

Jill
Gaar

406.580.5636

Stunning 4 bd, 3 ba log home
Located in gated community of Sundance Bench
20± acres border BLM land between home & river

•
•
•

broker

406.596.0805

2.38± acres in a rural subdivision
Awesome views of several mountain ranges
Natural gas, power, fiber & phone to the lot

317 W. MADISON, VIRGINIA CITY
$244,000| #342487

sales associate

Michelle
Van Dyke

Ad #076
CONCERT— “32 Below”
at Daniels County Museum’s
Pioneer Town, Scobey, MT.
Concert kicks off Pioneer Days,
Friday night June 26, 6:30.
Tickets and info, (406) 487-5965.
Ad #065
MTFWP is hiring seasonal AIS
Watercraft Inspectors statewide. $13.78/hour. High School
Diploma or equivalency and
Valid Drivers License required.
Apply online at statecareers.
mt.gov.
Ad #066
7 used mobile homes - 2010 and
newer, in great shape. Call now,
they won’t last long!
$44,800 - Price includes
delivery within 100 miles,

blocked, leveled and central air
conditioning.
Call Jason at (406) 855-2279

or member@mtnewspapers.com.
25 words for the small investment
of $149.

Ad #067
FREON WANTED: We
pay CA$H for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113
R114. Convenient. Certified
Professionals. Call (312) 291-9169
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

Ad #059
Van Wheel Chair Accessible,
Dodge Grand Caravan GT, 21067
miles. Lowered floor, leather,
navigation, back up camera,
wheel-chair accessible. We
service what we sell, (406) 2485767.

Ad #068
If you are reading this ad, you
can see that classified advertising
works! Reach over 400,000
readers in Montana and beyond
to promote your product, service,
event and business. To get
results, contact this newspaper,
or the Montana Newspaper
Association at (406) 443-2850 or
email stacy@mtnewspapers.com

Ad #072
IDAHO FOREST GROUP NOW
HIRING: Boiler/Kiln Operator,
Industrial Elect 2, Industrial
Maintenance MechanicMillwright COMPLETE LIST
OF AVAILABLE JOBS AT
IDFG.COM/CAREERS. 162 Old
Mill Loop, St. Regis, MT - idfg.
com

Holly
Driskill
sales associate

406.451.3527

Cozy log cabin w beautiful landscaping
Master bd & ½ ba, also a loft can be used as a 2nd bd
Main floor has kitchen, living room & full bath

Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT
• Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;
• Registered Nurse-Full-time, Part-time, Short-term $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;

• Temporary Healthcare Workers-Part-time, Short-term $14.25 hourly;



Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT



• Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $19.79 to $24.74 hourly;
• Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;
• Temporary Healthcare Workers-Part-time, Short-term $14.25 hourly;






Madison County Employee Benefits
Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting
457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings
Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage
3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees)
10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years)
Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000
Optional dental & life insurance benefits
Visit our Employment page online at

Madison County, Virginia City, MT

Find Y O U R Dream Home T O D AY !

• Building Maintenance-Full-time, $18.61 to $23.26 hourly;
• Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker,
Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response; and
• Weed Program Field Crew Personnel-Full-time, Short-term, $14.71 to $17.65 hourly.

www.madisoncountymt.gov
Join Our Team!

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201.

Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

(Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (05.14.20)

I have lived my whole life in the Ruby
Valley. I was born in Sheridan
in 1959 and grew up in the Ruby Valley
and raised on the family ranch. I went to
grade school in Alder and High school in
Sheridan graduating in 1977.
My currant job is County Commissioner
for District #1 for 3.5 years, prior to that I
was in the ranching business for 45 years.
I have been married to my first wife Jody
for 43 years,We raised four boys, Bob and Brad who operate Allhands
Auto Clinic and Pete and Brian who operate Allhands Excavation,
all living in Sheridan. We have seven grandchildren, five living in
Sheridan and two in Colorado.
I was a member of the Alder Fire Department for 12 years, Fire
Chief for three years at which time the currant fire hall was built,the
Sheridan
School board for three years during which time the Sheridan
Elementary was built. Jody and myself, along with our four boys
always support the people of the Ruby Valley if there is a need.
I am currently the Commissioner for District #1 in Madison County.
I feel I make a good Commissioner because of my common sense
ability to problem solve and my understanding of the problems
facing the people of Madison County in these changing times. Being
a Commissioner is a learning curve that takes time to learn and build
working relationships and gain the trust of those who you work with
and also for those I serve.
Madison County is a great place to live and things are changing
fast. My priorities are to make sure that we plan for the future in a
responsible way for future generations. We need to be sure that our
planning regulations will get us into the future, that our care centers
in Sheridan and Ennis are there for the residents who go there and
they continue to receive the great care given by our staff.
Madison County needs to keep improving our infrastructure roads,
bridges, etc.
The impact I want to see as a Commissioner is to have Madison
County be a stronger better prepared County going into the future.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
ALLHANDS FOR MADISON
COUNTY COMMISSIONER
Paid for by Dan Allhands for
County Commissioner. Myrna Allhands,
Treasurer. District 1
P.O. Box 752 Sheridan,Mt 59749

Pet of the Week

. . .Because it is time to
meet your match

M

eow there! I’m a nice friendly guy. Love to be
played with and I get along with almost everyone.
Got everything taken care of, well I will need my
booster shots, but heck that isn’t much. All I want is a
purrrrmanent home with lots of love and of course I love
my canned food in the mornings. I do enjoy my breakfast,
Purrease call Misty at 439-1405 and ask for me. Lots of
nice folks here, but I want to go first. Jakob

untain View
Veterinary

M

(406)684-5831
2 Metully Lane | Twin Bridges, MT

Jakob

v
Common Sense Conservative Values
a respected brand of leadership & trust
you can count on
Committed to support and advocate for small businesses,
agriculture, education, and healthcare
I have lived, worked, and raised my family in House District #71.
I have been involved in local and statewise issues and lobbied policy makers
in Helena and Washington, D.C.
I have developed a network of former and existing legislators in order
to be prepared to serve and represent our District on day one of the
legislative session.
You can contact me at (406) 596-0418
or KMWalsh54@gmail.com
Visit www.WALSH4MONTANA.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES
MAY 14, 2020

NOTICE OF ELECTION,
CLOSE OF REGULAR VOTER
REGISTRATION AND OPTION
FOR LATE REGISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that regular voter
registration for the Madison County Primary
Election scheduled for JUNE 2, 2020 will
close at 5:00 p.m., MAY 26, 2020. Due to
the COVID-19 virus, the deadline has been
extended by three weeks in order for Montana
voters to be able to register to vote by mail for
a longer period of time, and to shorten the
length of time afforded for “in-person” late
registration and voting. You may request and
submit a voter registration application by mail
by calling the Election Office at 843-4270, by
e-mailing your request to clerkandrecorder@
madisoncountymt.gov OR you may find
the form at Madison County’s website:
madisoncountymt.gov. This election will
be conducted by MAIL! No regular polling
places will be available! *NOTE: If you
miss this regular registration deadline, you
may still register and vote by appearing in
person at the county election office at 103
W. Wallace, Virginia City, beginning on May
27th though May 29th from 8 am to 5 pm, on
Monday, June 1st from 8 am to noon; and on
Election Day, June 2nd from 7 am to 8 pm.
Please Note: Strict distancing restrictions
will be in place for any in-person voting.
All active and inactive electors in Madison
County, are entitled to vote at said election.
HOWEVER, INACTIVE VOTERS WILL NOT
AUTOMATICALLY RECEIVE A BALLOT IN
THE MAIL due to outdated information or
lack of response from voters who have not
recently cast a ballot in Madison County.
Please call the Election Office at 8434270, as soon as possible so that we can
assist you in updating your information,
**If you have moved, please update your
registration information by filling out a new
voter registration card and submitting it to
the county election office. Call our office
at the number above. DATED this 24th of
APRIL, 2020 Madison County /s/ Kathleen
D. Mumme, Election Administrator
(Pub. APRIL 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2020)
MCR
MNAXLP
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION
Pursuant to Section 85-2-233(6), MCA,
Barry and Danielle McCoy filed a Motion to
Amend their 1960 Beaverhead River Surface
Water Claim 41B 120767-00. The requested
amendments are to amend the place of
use to include an additional 33 acres (1.50
acres in section 8 T8S, R9W; and 31.5 acres
in section 17 T8S, R9W) in addition to the
current 34.62 acres in section 8 T8S, R9W,
and to reduce the priority from March 1, 1960
to April 17, 1973. The entirety of Claimant’s
motion may be viewed on the Montana Water
Court webpage at: https://courts.mt.gov/
Courts/Water/Notices-and-Information/
public-notices-and-information.
Direct
any questions concerning this requested
amendment to attorney Ross P. Keogh at
(406) 333-0520. Response or Objection
Filing Deadline Any response or objection to
the Motion to Amend must be filed in Case
41B-A500, Montana Water Court, PO Box
1389, Bozeman, MT 59771-1389. A copy of
any response or objection must be served on
counsel for Barry and Danielle McCoy at:
Ross P. Keogh Parsons Behle & Latimer 201
South Main Street, Suite 1800 Salt Lake City,
UT 84111
Any response or objection to the Motion to
Amend must be filed within 45 days of the
last publication of this notice. Therefore, the
filing deadline is: June 28, 2020
(Pub. APRIL 30, MAY 7, 14, 2020)
PBL
MNAXLP
NOTICE OF HEARING ON NAME
CHANGE
MONTANA 5TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, MADISON COUNTY.
CAUSE NO.: DV-29-2020-28
In the matter of the name change of STACEY
ABRAMS, Petitioner This is notice that
Petitioner has asked the District Court for a
change of name from STACEY D. ABRAMS
to STACY D. AVRAHAM. The hearing will be
on JUNE 1, 2020 at 11:45 a.m.. The hearing
will be at the courthouse in Madison County.
Date: APRIL 23, 2020 Karen J. Miller Clerk
of District Court /S/ Carmin Hill Deputy Clerk
of Court
(Pub. APRIL 30, MAY 7, 14, 21, 2020)
ABRAMS
MNAXLP
NOTICE OF HEARING ON NAME
CHANGE
MONTANA 5TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT, MADISON COUNTY.
CAUSE NO.: DV-29-2020-29
In the matter of the name change of FRANZ
K. ABRAMS, Petitioner This is notice that
Petitioner has asked the District Court for a
change of name from FRANZ K. ABRAMS to
JOSIAH FRANZ KERNAA AVRAHAM. The
hearing will be on JUNE 1, 2020 at 11:45
a.m.. The hearing will be at the courthouse
in Madison County. Date: APRIL 23, 2020
Karen J. Miller Clerk of District Court /S/
Carmin Hill Deputy Clerk of Court
(Pub. APRIL 30, MAY 7, 14, 21, 2020)
ABRAMS
MNAXLP
NOTICE THAT A TAX DEED MAY
BE ISSUED
IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS
NOTICE, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR
PROPERTY
TO THE FOLLOWING INTERESTED
PARTIES (REGARDING THE REAL
PROPERTY DESCRIBED BELOW) WHOSE
CURRENT ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN:
Donald L. Cenis; Marguerite B. Cenis;
Marcel E. Cenis; Marcel Fages; Michelle
Cenis; Any Assigns, Successors, Personal
Representatives, Heirs, Devisees or
Beneficiaries of or to the Above Parties;
and Any Other Parties Claiming an Interest,
Whether Legal or Equitable in the Real
Property Described Below. Pursuant
to section 15-18-212, Montana Code
Annotated, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
1.
As a result of a property tax
delinquency, a property tax lien exists on the
following described real property in which you
may have an interest (Madison County Tax

Parcel/ID No. 16301800): Madison County
Treasurer’s Abbreviated Legal Description:
SECTION: 19 TOWNSHIP: 03S RANGE:
01E GOLCONDA SUR 1472 ME 321, LOT
43A GEOCODE: 25-0693-19-4-06-01-0000
Full Legal Description: THE GOLCONDA
PATENTED LODE MINING CLAIM, LOT
43A, LOCATED IN TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH,
RANGE 1 EAST, P.M.M., MADISON
COUNTY,
MONTANA
EXPRESSLY
EXCEPTING AND EXCLUDING FROM
THESE PRESENTS EMBRACED IN
MINING CLAIM OR SURVEY NO 1272,
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN
PATENT RECORDED IN BOOK 42, PAGE
120, RECORDS OF MADISON COUNTY,
MONTANA.
2.
The 2016 property taxes
(second half) became delinquent on June 1,
2017.
3.
The property tax lien was
attached on August 1, 2017.
4.
The lien was subsequently
assigned to: Eric Bashore, P.O. Box 80242,
Billings, MT 59108-0242.
5.
As of the date of this notice, the
amount of tax due is:
TAXES: $140.77
PENALTY: $2.80
INTEREST: $31.97
COST: $336.34
TOTAL: $511.88
NOTE: Interest continues to accrue at a rate
of 5/6 of 1% per month.
6.
For the property tax lien to
be liquidated, the total amount listed in
paragraph 5, plus any subsequent accrued
interest and any other applicable subsequent
taxes, penalties, interest and costs due,
must be paid by August 3, 2020, which is the
date that the redemption period expires or
expired.
7.
If all taxes, penalties, interest,
and costs are not paid to the COUNTY
TREASURER on or prior to August 3, 2020,
which is the date the redemption period
expires, a tax deed may be issued to the
assignee or county that is the possessor of
the tax lien on the day following the date that
the redemption period expires.
8.
The business address and
telephone number of the county treasurer
who is responsible for issuing the tax deed
is: Madison County Treasurer, 103 W.
Wallace Street, P.O. Box 247, Virginia City,
MT 59755, Telephone: (406) 843-4212.
FURTHER NOTICE FOR THOSE PERSONS
LISTED ABOVE WHOSE ADDRESSES ARE
UNKNOWN:
1)
The address of the interested
party is unknown.
2)
The published notice meets the
legal requirements for notice of a pending tax
deed issuance.
3)
The interested party's rights in
the property may be in jeopardy.
Dated at Ennis, Montana this 7th day of May,
2020.
By: /s/ Eric J. Bashore, P.O. Box 80242,
Billings, MT 59108
IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS
NOTICE, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR
PROPERTY
(Pub. May 7, 14, 2020)
BASHORE
MNAXLP
NOTICE THAT A TAX DEED MAY
BE ISSUED
IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS
NOTICE, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR
PROPERTY
TO THE FOLLOWING INTERESTED
PARTIES (REGARDING THE REAL
PROPERTY
DESCRIBED
BELOW)
WHOSE CURRENT ADDRESSES ARE
UNKNOWN: Donald L. Cenis; Marguerite
B. Cenis; Marcel E. Cenis; Marcel Fages;
Michelle Cenis; Any Assigns, Successors,
Personal Representatives, Heirs, Devisees
or Beneficiaries of or to the Above Parties;
and Any Other Parties Claiming an Interest,
Whether Legal or Equitable in the Real
Property Described Below.
Pursuant to section 15-18-212, Montana
Code Annotated, NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN:
1.
As a result of a property tax
delinquency, a property tax lien exists on the
following described real property in which
you may have an interest (Madison County
Tax Parcel/ID No. 16301600): Madison
County Treasurer’s Abbreviated Legal
Description: SECTION: 19 TOWNSHIP:
03S RANGE: 01E BESSIE SUR 2909
ME 86B GEOCODE: 25-0693-19-4-0801-0000 Full Legal Description: BESSIE
PATENTED LODE MINING CLAIM, LOT
NO. 2909, SITUATED IN SECTION 19,
TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 1 EAST,
P.M.M., MADISON COUNTY, MONTANA,
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN
PATENT RECORDED IN BOOK 64, PAGE
556, RECORDS OF MADISON COUNTY,
MONTANA.
2.
The 2016 property taxes
(second half) became delinquent on June 1,
2017.
3.
The property tax lien was
attached on August 1, 2017.
4.
The lien was subsequently
assigned to: Eric Bashore, P.O. Box 80242,
Billings, MT 59108-0242.
5.
As of the date of this notice, the
amount of tax due is:
TAXES: $203.28
PENALTY: $4.06
INTEREST: $46.20
COST: $336.34
TOTAL: $589.88
NOTE: Interest continues to accrue at a rate
of 5/6 of 1% per month.
6.
For the property tax lien to be liquidated, the
total amount listed in paragraph 5, plus any
subsequent accrued interest and any other
applicable subsequent taxes, penalties,
interest and costs due, must be paid by
August 3, 2020, which is the date that the
redemption period expires or expired.
7.
If all taxes, penalties, interest,
and costs are not paid to the COUNTY
TREASURER on or prior to August 3, 2020,
which is the date the redemption period
expires, a tax deed may be issued to the
assignee or county that is the possessor of
the tax lien on the day following the date that
the redemption period expires.
8.
The business address and

telephone number of the county treasurer
who is responsible for issuing the tax deed
is: Madison County Treasurer, 103 W.
Wallace Street, P.O. Box 247, Virginia City,
MT 59755, Telephone: (406) 843-4212.
FURTHER NOTICE FOR THOSE PERSONS
LISTED ABOVE WHOSE ADDRESSES ARE
UNKNOWN:
1)
The address of the interested
party is unknown.
2)
The published notice meets the
legal requirements for notice of a pending tax
deed issuance.
3)
The interested party's rights in
the property may be in jeopardy. Dated at
Ennis, Montana this 7th day of May, 2020.
By: /s/ Eric J. Bashore, P.O. Box 80242,
Billings, MT 59108
IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS
NOTICE, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR
PROPERTY
(Pub. May 7, 14, 2020)
BASHORE
MNAXLP
NOTICE THAT A TAX DEED MAY
BE ISSUED
IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS
NOTICE, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR
PROPERTY
TO THE FOLLOWING INTERESTED
PARTIES (REGARDING THE REAL
PROPERTY
DESCRIBED
BELOW)
WHOSE CURRENT ADDRESSES ARE
UNKNOWN: Donald L. Cenis; Marguerite
B. Cenis; Marcel E. Cenis; Marcel Fages;
Michelle Cenis; Any Assigns, Successors,
Personal Representatives, Heirs, Devisees
or Beneficiaries of or to the Above Parties;
and Any Other Parties Claiming an Interest,
Whether Legal or Equitable in the Real
Property Described Below.
Pursuant to section 15-18-212, Montana
Code Annotated, NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN:
1.
As a result of a property tax
delinquency, a property tax lien exists on the
following described real property in which
you may have an interest (Madison County
Tax Parcel/ID No. 16301700): Madison
County Treasurer’s Abbreviated Legal
Description: SECTION: 19 TOWNSHIP:
03S RANGE: 01E MAY QUEEN SUR 1272
ME 16, LOT 42A GEOCODE: 25-069319-4-09-01-0000 Full Legal Description:
THE MAY QUEEN PATENTED LODE
MINING CLAIM, LOT 42A, LOCATED IN
TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH, RANGE 1 EAST,
P.M.M., MADISON COUNTY, MONTANA
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN
PATENT RECORDED IN BOOK 40, PAGE
99, RECORDS OF MADISON COUNTY,
MONTANA.
2.
The 2016 property taxes
(second half) became delinquent on June 1,
2017.
3.
The property tax lien was
attached on August 1, 2017.
4.
The lien was subsequently
assigned to: Eric Bashore, P.O. Box 80242,
Billings, MT 59108-0242.
5.
As of the date of this notice, the
amount of tax due is:
TAXES: $22.69
PENALTY: $.46
INTEREST: $5.12
COST: $336.34
TOTAL: $364.61
NOTE: Interest continues to accrue at a rate
of 5/6 of 1% per month.
6.
For the property tax lien to
be liquidated, the total amount listed in
paragraph 5, plus any subsequent accrued
interest and any other applicable subsequent
taxes, penalties, interest and costs due,
must be paid by August 3, 2020, which is the
date that the redemption period expires or
expired.
7. If all taxes, penalties, interest, and costs
are not paid to the COUNTY TREASURER
on or prior to August 3, 2020, which is the
date the redemption period expires, a tax
deed may be issued to the assignee or
county that is the possessor of the tax
lien on the day following the date that the
redemption period expires.
8.
The business address and
telephone number of the county treasurer
who is responsible for issuing the tax deed
is: Madison County Treasurer, 103 W.
Wallace Street, P.O. Box 247, Virginia City,
MT 59755, Telephone: (406) 843-4212.
FURTHER NOTICE FOR THOSE PERSONS
LISTED ABOVE WHOSE ADDRESSES ARE
UNKNOWN:
1)
The address of the interested
party is unknown.
2)
The published notice meets the
legal requirements for notice of a pending tax
deed issuance.
3) The interested party's rights in the property
may be in jeopardy.
Dated at Ennis, Montana this 7th day of May,
2020.
By: /s/ Eric J. Bashore, P.O. Box 80242,
Billings, MT 59108
IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS
NOTICE, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR
PROPERTY
(Pub. May 7, 14, 2020)
BASHORE
MNAXLP
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The Twin Bridges Mosquito District, is
accepting bids for ground spraying for the
2020 mosquito season. Bids are to be mailed
to: Twin Bridges Mosquito District, PO Box
64, Twin Bridges, MT 59754 and must be
postmarked no later than May 21st, 2020.
Bids will be opened and read publicly at the
next Twin Bridges Mosquito District meeting,
TBD. This bid is for a two-year contract. All
state licensing and insurance requirements
must be met. Additional information available
upon request via email at: eftbmd@gmail.
com. The Twin Bridges Mosquito Board
reserves the right to accept or reject any or
all bids.
(Pub. May 7, 14, 2020)
TBMD
MNAXLP
LEGAL NOTICE
Comprehensive Five-Year Bond Review
for Barretts Minerals, Inc. (Barretts Mill
Operating Permit 00009) The Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) is conducting
a comprehensive bond review for Operating

Permit #00009 issued to Barretts Minerals,
Inc. (BMI). BMI’s talc mill and associated
disturbances are located about eight miles
south of Dillon, MT, in Sec 17, T8S, R9W.
DEQ has determined that the current bonding
level does not represent the present costs of
compliance with the Metal Mine Reclamation
Act, administrative rules adopted thereunder,
and the operating permit. DEQ is proposing a
bond increase of $369,990 (from $493,515 to
$863,505). The bond increase is largely due
to Minor Revision 19-001 which increases
the storage capacity of Pond H, changes in
fuel price, additional disturbance area, and
indirect costs (mobilization, contingency, and
administration). The procedure for increasing
bonds as a result of a comprehensive bond
review is set forth in Section 82-4-338(3),
MCA. The company and the public will
have until June 5, 2020 to comment on the
proposed bond increase. DEQ will issue a
final bond determination after the comment
period has expired. The company or any
person with an interest that may be adversely
affected by DEQ’s final bond determination
may obtain a contested case hearing before
the Board of Environmental Review by filing
with DEQ within 30 days of the issuance of
the final bond determination a written request
for hearing stating the reason for the request.
Requests for copies of the bond calculation
associated with the comprehensive bond
review, and any questions should be directed
to Herb Rolfes, Operating Permit Section
Supervisor, Hard Rock Mining Bureau,
Department of Environmental Quality, PO
Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901, (406)
444-3841 or e-mail at hrolfes@mt.gov. The
proposed bond calculation may also be
viewed at DEQ offices located at 1520 E. 6th
Ave., in Helena, MT.
(Pub. May 14, 2020)
DEQ
MNAXLP
NOTICE OF APPLICATION
ACCEPTED FOR FILING AND
SOLICITING COMMENTS,
MOTIONS TO INTERVENE, AND
PROTESTS
(May 6, 2020) Take notice that the following
hydroelectric application has been filed
with the Commission and is available for
public inspection: a. Application Type: NonCapacity Amendment to License b. Project
No: 2188-245 c. Date Filed: August 29, 2019,
supplemented April 30, 2020 d. Applicant:
NorthWestern Corporation
e
.
Name of Project: Missouri-Madison
Hydroelectric Project f. Location: The project
is located on the Madison and Missouri
Rivers in Gallatin, Madison, Lewis and Clark,
and Cascade counties, Montana. g. Filed
Pursuant to: Federal Power Act, 16 USC
791a - 825r h. Applicant Contact: Mary Gail
Sullivan, Director, Environmental and Lands
NorthWestern Corporation 9 W Granite
St. Butte, Montana 59701 406-497-3382
MaryGail.Sullivan@northwestern.com John
Tabaracci, Corporate Counsel NorthWestern
Corporation 208 North Montana Avenue,
Suite 205 Helena, Montana 59601 (406)
443-8983
john.tabaracci@northwestern.
com i. FERC Contact: Jennifer Ambler,
(202) 502-8586, jennifer.ambler@ferc.gov
j. Deadline for filing comments, motions
to intervene, and protests: June 5, 2020.
The Commission strongly encourages
electronic filing. Please file comments,
motions to intervene, and protests using the
Commission’s eFiling system at http://www.
ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp. Commenters
can submit brief comments up to 6,000
characters, without prior registration, using
the eComment system at http://www.ferc.
gov/docs-filing/ecomment.asp. You must
include your name and contact information at
the end of your comments. For assistance,
please contact FERC Online Support at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, (866) 2083676 (toll free), or (202) 502-8659 (TTY).
In lieu of electronic filing, please send a
paper copy to: Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street,
NE, Washington, D.C. 20426. The first
page of any filing should include docket
number P-2188-245. Comments emailed to
Commission staff are not considered part of
the Commission record. The Commission's
Rules of Practice and Procedure require
all intervenors filing documents with the
Commission to serve a copy of that document
on each person whose name appears on the
official service list for the project. Further, if
an intervenor files comments or documents
with the Commission relating to the merits of
an issue that may affect the responsibilities
of a particular resource agency, they must
also serve a copy of the document on that
resource agency. k. Description of Request:
NorthWestern proposes to amend its license
to operate, at its discretion and to support
grid reliability, the Ryan Development of
the Missouri-Madison Hydroelectric Project
to provide baseload generation, short-term
reserves, load following generation, and
peaking by fluctuating the level of the Ryan
Reservoir in coordination with the Cochrane
and Morony Developments. The proposed
change to project operations would result in
up to one foot above (to 3,038 feet) and eight
feet below (to 3,029 feet) the current full pool
elevation of 3,037 feet. l. Locations of the
Application: In addition to publishing the full
text of this Notice in the Federal Register, the
Commission provides all interested persons
an opportunity to view and/or print documents
via the Internet through the Commission’s
Home Page (http://www.ferc.gov) using the
“eLibrary” link. Enter the docket number
excluding the last three digits in the docket
number field to access the documents. At
this time, the Commission has suspended
access to the Commission’s Public
Reference Room, due to the proclamation
declaring a National Emergency concerning
the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19),
issued by the President on March 13, 2020.
For assistance, contact FERC at 1-866208-3676 or e-mail FERCOnlineSupport@
ferc.gov, for TTY, call (202) 502-8659.
m. Individuals desiring to be included on
the Commission's mailing list should so
indicate by writing to the Secretary of the
Commission. n. Comments, Protests, or
Motions to Intervene: Anyone may submit
comments, a protest, or a motion to intervene
in accordance with the requirements of
Rules of Practice and Procedure, 18

CFR 385.210, .211, .214, respectively. In
determining the appropriate action to take,
the Commission will consider all protests or
other comments filed, but only those who file
a motion to intervene in accordance with the
Commission's Rules may become a party to
the proceeding. Any comments, protests, or
motions to intervene must be received on or
before the specified comment date for the
particular application. o. Filing and Service
of Documents: Any filing must (1) bear in
all capital letters the title “COMMENTS”,
“PROTEST”, or “MOTION TO INTERVENE”
as applicable; (2) set forth in the heading
the name of the applicant and the project
number of the application to which the filing
responds; (3) furnish the name, address, and
telephone number of the person commenting,
protesting or intervening; and (4) otherwise
comply with the requirements of 18 CFR
385.2001 through 385.2005. All comments,
motions to intervene, or protests must set
forth their evidentiary basis. Any filing made
by an intervenor must be accompanied by
proof of service on all persons listed in the
service list prepared by the Commission in
this proceeding, in accordance with 18 CFR
385.2010. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary.
(Pub. May 14, 2020)
FERP
MNAXLP
NOTICE OF BOARD VACANCIES:
The
Madison
County
Board
of
Commissioners has vacancies on the Big
Sky Transportation Board; the DUI Task
Force; the Fair Board (representing the Ennis
area); three vacancies on the Mental Health
Local Advisory Council; one vacancy on the
Planning Board (representing the Silver Star/
Twin Bridges area and/or Harrison/Pony/
Norris Area); two vacancies on the Board
of Health; one vacancy for a Substitute
Member on the Tax Appeal Board; and one
vacancy on the Madison Valley Cemetery
District Board. If you are interested in filling
any of these vacancies, please contact the
Commissioners’ Office at 406-843-4277, or
by email at madco@madisoncountymt.gov.
PDF application forms can be found on the
county website at https://madisoncountymt.
gov/DocumentCenter/View/833
Please
return completed applications to: Madison
County Commissioners’ Office P.O. Box 278
Virginia City, MT 59755
(Pub. May 14, 21, 2020)
MADISON COUNTY COMMISH
MNAXLP
NOTICE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
REQUEST FOR FLOODPLAIN
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT
The Madison County Floodplain Administrator
has received a Floodplain Development
Permit application request from Great
West Engineering on behalf of the Madison
County to replace the structurally deficient
and load limited Giem Bridge across the
Beaverhead River. The existing bridge will
be replaced with a new single-span concrete
bridge with an adjusted road alignment
in the approximate existing location. The
proposed project includes removal of the
existing bridge structure and abutments,
placement of new spill-through riprapped
abutments, some channel and bank regrading, and necessary work to restore
the banks following abutment and bridge
replacement. The project will implement a

temporary work bridge spanning the active
channel. The temporary work bridge and
road fill will be removed after construction of
the new bridge and disturbed areas will be
re-vegetated. The structure will be closed
during construction and traffic will use an
established detour route using public roads
around the project site. The project is located
on Silverbow Lane at the Beaverhead River,
approximately 5 miles south of Twin Bridges
and 1.75 miles east of MT Hwy 41 South in
Section 20, Township 4 S, Range 6 West.
A full description of the proposed project is
available for review at the Madison County
Planning Office, 103 W. Wallace, Virginia
City, MT 59755. Due to Covid-19 public
access restrictions, please contact office staff
for assistance in accessing the submitted
application materials. Comments concerning
the above request should be directed to the
Madison County Floodplain Administrator
via mail to P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, MT
596755; by phone to (406) 843-5250; by
fax to (406) 843-5229; or email to ahogle@
madisoncountymt.gov. Comments will
be received through 5:00 p.m. on Friday,
May 29, 2020. In the event of substantial
comment or protest to the issuance of the
permit, the Madison County Floodplain
Administrator may hold a public hearing
to determine whether the permit shall be
issued. Alex Hogle, Floodplain Administrator
Madison County
(Pub. May 14, 2020)
MADISON COUNTY PLANNING
MNAXLP
MADISON VALLEY RURAL
FIRE DEPARTMENT CANCELS
2020 4TH OF JULY PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
Madison Valley Rural Fire Department
Cancels 2020 4th of July Pancake Breakfast.
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, The
Madison Valley Rural Fire Department has
determined that, for the health and safety of
the public and our members, it is prudent for
the department to cancel the 2020 Annual
4th of July Pancake Breakfast. Under current
and foreseeable mandated restrictions, it
is impossible for us to maintain adequate
social distancing and proper disinfection
measures during this event. If the situation
stabilizes and circumstances permits, we
will again sponsor the 4th ofJuly Pancake
Breakfast in 2021. We truly regret this action
and apologize for the disappointment, but
our concern for the health and safety of our
citizens and our members is foremost in our
minds.
(Pub. MAY 14, 21, 2020)
MVRFD
MNAXLP
PUBLIC NOTICE TRANSPORTATION CONTRACTS
Individual transportation contracts for
the 2020-2021 school year are available
upon request at the Alder School. Parents/
guardian of any student attending the Alder
School that are at least 3 miles from the
school and who are district residents may
be eligible for transportation reimbursement.
Contracts are due to District Clerk Kathleen
Wuelfing, no later than June 1, 2020.
(Pub. MAY 14, 21, 2020)
ALDER SCHOOL
MNAXLP

NOW HIRING

Peace
You want the best
for your children

This publication was made possible by Grant
Number 90TP0026-01-00 from the Office of
Child Care, Administration for Children and
Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. Its contents are solely the responsibility
of the authors and do not necessarily represent
the official views of the Office of Child Care, the
Administration for Children and Families, or the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

From emotional goodbyes
to heartwarming hellos
– child care is a constant
consideration for working
parents. Be sure your
children are in a safe
and enriching child care
environment. Choose
a licensed provider or
ask your provider to
become licensed.
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Nobody Sells More
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!
Call us at 406-682-5001
“We Give Where We Live” ™
Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
RE/MAX Mountain Property

Call Corinna
Christensen
406.570.6742

Call Bill
Mercer
406.581.5574

Block 150, Lot 1, Virginia City - $75,000

1 Virginia City Orig. Lot; 4700+/- sq ft
• 2bd, 1ba, 1907+/-sq ft • Late 1800’s Historical Home
• City Water/Sewer to Lot • Underground Sprinkler
System • Fixer-Upper/Solid Potential
• Adjacent Lots 2, 3 & 4 also for sale

126 Deerfoot Trail - Ennis - $665,000

13.99 +/- acres - 4 bd, 2.5 ba, 2700+/- sqft
• Unobstructed Madison Range, River & Valley Views!
• Open floor plan, stone fireplace, hardwood floors
• Guest Apt 1bd, 1ba livingrm & kitchenette
40x42 metal pole barn

Call Laura
Gilmore
406.570.8729

Call Bill
Mercer
406.581.5574

66 Madison Trail - Cameron - $279,000

Ideal Montana getaway!
• Cozy cabin w/ Spectacular views
• 20 acres, close to Madison river, Cliff & Wade Lakes
• Recreational paradise

N Ennis Lake Rd – McAllister - $459,900

3.33 +/- acres • 3bd, 2ba, 1,152 +/- sq ft • COMPLETELY
remodeled • high efficiency wood stove • unobstructed
views of Ennis Lake and Madison Range • close to
recreation - a true Montana escape

• 1995 ranch home
3.84 +\- acres surrounded by ranch
• 1563 +\- sq ft • 2 bd 2 ba w/office
• 30x40 shop • Set up for horses
• Open range with unobstructed views

Call Lincoln
Roberts
406.581.6283

In areas with low cell phone coverage, you can
now text 911 in case of emergency.
May 3, 2020

May 7, 2020

A disturbance was reported in Sheridan.
A traffic complaint was made in Twin
Bridges.
Medical aid was performed in Sheridan.
A citizen was assisted in Ennis.
An abandoned vehicle was reported in
Silver Star.

Medical aid was administered in Sheridan.
Twelve traffic stops were made in the
county.

May 4, 2020
An accident occurred in Twin Bridges.
Suspicious circumstances were reported in
Ennis and Sheridan.
Threats were reported in Twin Bridges.
Dog complaints were made in Sheridan
and Virginia City.
A citizen was assisted in Cameron.
Medical aid was administered in Ennis.
Accidents occurred in Norris and Sheridan.
A wildlife complaint was made in Sheridan.
A citizen was assisted in Pony.
May 6, 2020
A welfare check was performed in Ennis.
Medical aid was administered in Sheridan
and Virginia City.
Fire calls were responded to in Ennis and
Cardwell.
Citizens were assisted in Ennis.

Call Corinna
Christensen
406.570.6742

Willow Creek - $359,000

D I S P AT C H

May 5, 2020

PENDING

Call Laura
Gilmore
406.570.8729

MADISON COUNTY

May 8, 2020
Suspicious circumstances were reported in
Ennis.
A trespass complaint was made in Ennis.
A citizen was assisted in Ennis.
Assault was reported in Silver Star.
A coroner call was made in Ennis.
A wildlife complaint was made in Sheridan.
Threats were made in Ennis.
A welfare check was performed in Ennis.
An accident occurred in Ennis.
A missing person was reported in the
Sheridan area.
Animal complaints were made in Sheridan
and Alder.
A citizen was assisted and a COVID-19
complaint was made in Alder.
May 9, 2020
Suspicious circumstances were reported in
Sheridan and Ennis.
A trespass complaint was made in Twin
Bridges.
An accident occurred in Ennis.
An animal complaint was made in Ennis.
A harassment complaint was made in Twin
Bridges.

Valley Garden Golf Village, Ennis - $99,500

The Madison County Sheriff ’s
Office responded to 86 calls
for service between May 3 and
May 9.

0.714 +/- acres • Expansive Views • Elevated Lot, Level
Homesite • Paved Access Road, 1 mile to Ennis • End of
Cul de Sac on Hole 1 Fairway • HOA includes Household
Water • Adjacent to Canal/Live Water

The Madison County
Sheriff’s Office will
be closed until further
notice. Fingerprint
services and renewing
concealed carry
permits will not be
provided temporarily
due to concerns with
COVID-19. Call 406843-5301 with any
questions.

Call Lincoln
Roberts
406.581.6283

Alder Market - Alder - $400,000

Gas Station - Convenience Store - Post Office Lease
• Highly Visible Commercial Hwy Location • Updated
Gasoline Storage Tanks • Building +/- 2,100 sq ft
• Large Beverage Cooler • Last stop before Ruby Reservoir
recreation area

South Meadow Creek-McAllister - $245,000
Creek, Trees, Views of Madison Valley
• 5 acres for residential or agricultural use
• Easy access off Sout Meadow Creek Rd
• Simple one page covenants
• Near Forest Service

2020

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

GRADUATION
Let s celebrate our seniors in a
’

BIG way!

Our special graduation
edition comes out
May 21st.

20% FOR THE
CLASS OF 2020!
20% off any size ad celebrating
our seniors.

Call or email us by May 15 to get in this special issue!
info@madisoniannews.com or 406-465-2937
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Find Fellowship
With Us
Christian Science
Services
Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of
healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.
4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.ChristianScience.com

Area Senior Meals
ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street

Closed Dine-in & Activities

315 W Main Street: TAKE OUT PICK-UP: M-F NOON TO 1 P.M.
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance:
682-4422 or www.ennisseniorcenter.org
MOW delivery area expanded: S. to Cameron, W. to Virginia City
N. to McAllister E. to lower Jeffers

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:20 a.m.
R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.
Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.
3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

at 11 am

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am
Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm
Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

Contact your
place of
worship for
current
guidelines.

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the
Hearts of Madison Valley

Laurin
at 8 am

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Saturday at 4 pm
Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s
Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s

Madison
Valley
Presbyterian
Church

SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355 ~ Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston

Pastor

Peter Rosenberger

Minister of Music

THE BAHA’I FAITH

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

O ye friends of God! True friends are
even as skilled physicians, and the
Teachings of God are as healing balm,
a medicine for the conscience of man.
They clear the head, so that a man
can breathe them in and delight in their
sweet fragrance. They waken those
who sleep. They bring awareness to the
unheeding, and a portion to the outcast,
and to the hopeless, hope.

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM
Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM
Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer
Meeting 6:30 PM

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

www.bahai.org | 406-451-3923
Bahá’ís of Madison County

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Madison County Episcopal Churches
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
Trinity

Jeffers/Ennis

10

St. Paul’s

Christ Church

Virginia City

Sheridan

a.m. adult forum
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
Sunday

www.rvec.org
Prayer requests:

682-4199

843-5296

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study

842-7713

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845
Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after
school to 6:45 p.m.
Ruby Valley Food PantrySaturdays 10 a.m.-Noon
Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church
Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.
One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.
.

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244 SBC
MADISON VALLEY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Aides for the hearing impaired

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
Reverend Tonya Whaley
Office: (406) 842-5934
Church of the Valley
Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

GET RESULTS.

ALANON MEETING

For those who have a loved one
struggling with any type of addiction

Tu e s d a y s ~ 5 p . m .

TWIN BRIDGES
SENIOR CENTER

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and
Community Center.
COVID UPDATE: Still serving meals Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday at the Center as Take Out Only.
All meals are served with fresh home baked rolls,
veggie/fruit, and dessert
ALL GATHERINGS AND CLUB MEETINGS ARE
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Wenesday, May 13 - Salisbury steak, mashed potato,
veggie, salad, gingerbread / lemon sauce
Friday, May 15 - Ginger-peach chicken, rice, top ramen
salad, dessert
Monday, May 18 - Beef enchiladas, tortilla chips, corn,
orange-avacado salad, Dessert

May 13 - Ginger stir fry beef
May 18 - Pork chimi
May 20 - Ham and scalloped potatoes

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

SUPPORT GROUP

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ

Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays &
Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.
Delivery in VC if seniors call between
10am and Noon on those days.
Thursday, May 14 - Cheesy brocoli chicken casserole, roll,
dessert
Tuesday, May 19 - Beef stew, roll, dessert

HOLLOW TOP SENIOR CITIZENS

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60
years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered
for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by
10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

Pony, Harrison and Norris. The Hollow Top Seniors meet
at the Senior Citizen Center in Pony every Monday and
Wednesday at noon. Call 685-3323 for more information.

advertise in The Madisonian.
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or
Jim 842-5573 for more information.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises
To Our God. Spread the Word!

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Thursday, May 7 - Minestrone soup, cornbread,
salad, dessert
Friday, May 8 – Shrimp poboy, slaw, fruit
dessert
Monday, May 11 – BLT, pea salad, dessert
Tuesday, May 12 – Ham casserole, veggies
Dessert
Wednesday, May 13 – Chicken enchildas, salad
Dessert
Thursday May 14 – Greek chicken wrap, chips,
dessert
Friday, May15 – Salisbury steak, mashers, veggies
dessert

Same Time - Same Place

ALANON

Twin Bridges • Church of the Valley
Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON

Pony School House • Weds. 7 pm
Suzy 685-3692

“Keep it Simple.”

A.A. MEETING

Bethany Hall, Sheridan
(behind Methodist Church)

Wednesdays ~ 8 p.m.

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?
Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.

SUN. - 10 a.m., Elks Club
MON. - Open, 7:00 pm Call numbers below
for on line Zoom meeting directions
WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:00 pm Call numbers below
for on line Zoom meeting directions
406-596-5000 Ennis
406-925-0371 Virginia City
916-316-2824

DO YOU THINK YOU MIGHT
HAVE A DRINKING PROBLEM?
CONTACT A.A. - WE’RE ALCOHOLICS HELPING OTHER ALCOHOLICS STAY SOBER.
CALL 1-833-800-8553 TO TALK TO
AN A.A. MEMBER
OR
GET THE MEETING GUIDE APP
OR
GO TO AA-MONTANA.ORG
FR VIRTUAL AND FACE-TO-FACE
MEETING TIMES AND LOCATIONS

· Our obituaries
are FREE up to 450
words. (25¢ for each
word after 450)
· We offer 20% off
non-profit advertising

682-7755

· Lost and Found classifieds
are FREE!
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TWIN BRIDGES PUBLIC LIBRARY OPEN
Submitted by Betty Humbert
Twin Bridges Public Library reopened on May 6. Hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday
and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday. The number of people in the library at one time will be limited to ten.
Patrons are requested to maintain physical distancing of 6 feet. All children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Call the library at 684-5416 for special requests.

BEAVERHEAD-DEERLODGE PHASES OPENINGS OF
DEVELOPED RECREATION SITES
Submitted by Jessica Schick

EIA’s own Katie Coyle is
EDITOR’S NOTE*
teaching art on Facebook Live.
Let’s keep our public
Tune in and get creative!
involved. As you
WEDNESDAYS
schedule virtual
10 a.m.
meetings, please post Madison County All Hazard
at Outpostevents.net Incident Management Team
Operations Briefing
so our public stays
Meeting link: https://
active and informed.
global.gotomeeting.com/
join/289992789
If you have a fun
Access Code: 289-992-789
online event, please
Join by phone: +1 (872) 240-3311
share that as well.
We’re in this together! THURSDAYS
10 a.m.
Art Lessons with Miss Katie
EIA’s own Katie Coyle is
teaching art on Facebook Live.
Tune in and get creative!

REGULAR
EVENTS
MONDAYS

10 a.m.
Madison County All Hazard
Incident Management Team
Operations Briefing
Meeting link: https://
global.gotomeeting.com/
join/289992789
Access Code: 289-992-789
Join by phone: +1 (872) 240-3311

TUESDAYS

9:30 a.m.
:30 a.m.
Madison County Board of
Commissioners Meeting
This Meeting will be available
by Webex.
Meeting link: https://
globalpage-prod.webex.com/
join
Meeting number (access code):
295 441 840
Password: VCMadison
Host key: 289925 or
Join by phone +1-408-418-9388

2 – 3 p.m.
MSU Extension offers webinars
about the coronavirus and its
effects on the economy
http://farmpolicy.
msuextension.org/covid19/

FRIDAYS

10 a.m.
Madison County All Hazard
Incident Management Team
Operations Briefing
Meeting link: https://
global.gotomeeting.com/
join/289992789
Access Code: 289-992-789
Join by phone: +1 (872) 240-3311

MONDAY, MAY 25

10 a.m.
Memorial Day Services
Honoring veterans with flags
and 21-guns salute at the
McAllister Cemetery at 10 a.m.
and the Ennis Cemetery at 11
a.m.

The Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest staff will begin a phased reopening of developed recreation sites May 15.
Not all recreation areas and campgrounds are immediately open and available for use. Some sites
remain closed due to normal seasonal restrictions, and others remain inaccessible due to weather conditions.
"We know how excited everyone is to get outside as the weather warms up, particularly with the holiday weekend coming up. Our top priority, though, is the health and safety of our public and our staff,”
said Forest Supervisor Cheri Ford. “We thank everyone for their patience and understanding as our districts work to reopen our developed recreation sites as quickly as possible. Sites will reopen as follows:
DILLON RANGER DISTRICT
Opening May 15
Dinner Station Campground
Opening May 22
Birch Creek Cabin
Bloody Dick Cabin
Horse Prairie Guard Station
Opening May 29
Grasshopper Campground
Opening June 1
Crystal Park
WISDOM RANGER DISTRICT
Opening May 22
Boulder Creek Campground
Canyon Creek Campground
Fourth Of July Campground
Little Joe Campground
Lodgepole Campground
May Creek Campground
Miner Lake Campground
Mono Creek Campground
Mussigbrod Campground
North Van Houten
Campground
Pettengill Campground

JONNY APPLESEED
STARTER PLANTS
FOR SALE!
All Heirloom.

LOCATED IN NORRIS.

TEXT 406-404-5562

MAY 19
Call (406) 682-3181
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - CALL OFFICE FOR
CALL IN INFORMATION.

The Twin Bridges Cemetery Association would like to ask area residents
that have loved ones interred at our local cemetery,
to please remove any flowers, vases, pots, etc.
This will aid the local caretaker in spring clean-up and speed up the
mowing and trimming process.
Please have this done by May 15th, 2020.
Any items left after that date will be removed.
Yes, we know we have a new crop of gophers and they are being dealt with daily!
Have a safe spring and stay well!
Remember 6 feet apart and wear a mask
For any concerns please call Janie @ 684-5677

PINTLER RANGER DISTRICT
Opening May 15
Cable Mountain Campground
Copper Creek Campground
East Fork Campground
Lodgepole Campground
Orofino Campground
Philipsburg Bay Campground
Piney Campground
Racetrack Campground
Spillway Campground
Spring Hill Campground
Stony Campground
Douglas Creek Cabin
Moose Lake Guard Station
Racetrack Creek Cabin
Stony Cabin
West Fork Station
Opening June 1
Crystal Creek Campground
Opening upon completion of
work
Flint Creek Campground

Visitors should expect some closures and modified operations to continue on a case-by-case basis.
As districts continue to open developed recreation sites for use, operating statuses will be updated
continuously online at http://ow.ly/aV4v50zAZV9.
Those individuals with existing cabin rental and lookout reservations through Recreation.gov will
be notified by email or text message of any changes to their reservations.
Rental cabins and lookouts will not be cleaned in between uses. As in previous years, it is up to individual renters to bring their own cleaning supplies and to clean before and after use of the site.
Trails and trailheads remain open. Visitors are asked to avoid congregating at trailheads and parking
areas and to refrain from gathering in groups of 10 or more.
The Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest continues to monitor the COVID-19 situation. Please remember to review current recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and
local and state guidelines for social distancing and cloth face coverings.
For additional information about site-specific openings, please contact the responsible ranger district office:

•
•
•
•
•

10 a.m.
Art Lessons with Miss Katie

Madison
Conservation
District Meeting

Pintler Campground
Seymour Creek Campground
Steel Creek Campground
Twin Lakes Campground
Opening June 1
Canyon Creek Cabin
Hogan Cabin
May Creek Cabin
Twin Lakes Cabin
BUTTE RANGER DISTRICT
Opening May 15
Toll Mountain Campground
Whitehouse Campground
Pigeon Creek Campground
Opening May 22
Beaver Dam Campground
Lowland Campground
Opening June 1
Sheepshead Campground
Freedom Point Campground
MADISON RANGER DISTRICT
Opening May 22
Madison River Campground
Potosi Campground
West Fork Campground

Dillon Ranger District – 406-683-3900
Wisdom Ranger District – 406-689-3243
Butte Ranger District – 406-494-2147
Pintler Ranger District – 406-859-3211
Madison Ranger District – 406-682-4253

VOTE CINDY YOUNKIN
House Dist. 71

Take Home

Tasty
Fresh & delicious home cooking to-go.
Serving up pastries, hot meals, and frozen suppers.
Find weekly specials on our website:

www.theshovelandspoon.com

MON, TUES, WED 11-2 and THUR & FRI 11-7
108 N. Main Street | Sheridan, MT | 842-7999

EXPERIENCE matters:
• 30 years LISTENING to families, ranchers, farmers
and business owners in Southwest Montana and
helping resolve their issues.
• Legislative LEADERSHIP (1999, 2001 and 2003
sessions)
• Will get results in the
Legislature for the good folks
of Madison County and the
southern tips of Silver Bow
and Jefferson Counties
Contact me with questions:
406-586-9060 or
ceyounkin@yahoo.com
Paid for by Younkin for Legislature, PO Box 213, McAllister, MT 59740

