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Submitted by WYPD

The West Yellowstone 
Police Department 
(WYPD), along with the 
town of West Yellow-

stone, are deeply saddened to 
announce the tragic passing of 
Officer Ashlee Stoneburner. Offi-
cer Stoneburner was a dedicated 
member of our department and 
community, and her loss has left a 
profound impact on all who knew 
her.

The WYPD continues to mourn 
the tragic loss of Officer Ashlee 
Stoneburner, who died by suicide 
on Dec. 24, 2024. Ashlee’s dedica-
tion and compassion for our com-
munity will never be forgotten 
and we invite residents to join us 
in honoring her life and service.

A memorial service will be held 
on Tuesday, Dec. 31 at 11 a.m. 
at the West Yellowstone High 
School. The public is invited and 
encouraged to attend.

Ashlee’s death is a tragedy and 
serves as a reminder that all 
officers are human and face many 
challenges, including mental 
health struggles like depression.

The mental health stigmas in 
our communities, and especially 
within the law enforcement pro-

fession need to be addressed with 
compassion, understanding and 
resources. 

Please join us in remember-
ing Ashlee and her unwavering 
commitment by supporting her 
family, friends and fellow officers 
during this difficult time.

Remember, you are not alone. 
You can reach out to the West 
Yellowstone Police Department or 
the 988 hotline if you need help. 
Take care of yourself and others–
we are a community that cares.

Reach out to your loved ones, 
friends and neighbors, letting 
them know about the resources 
available, in the hope of avoiding 
another tragedy.

FOUNDATION@MVMCF.ORG  |  406.682.6608

Thanks to our community’s support, our Foundation 
helps us provide expert healthcare close to home.
Please consider a gift to the MVMC Foundation 
this season. 

TAKING RESERVATIONS NOW FOR 
DISCOVERY PARK IN VIRGINIA CITY FOR 2025

Wedding • Family Reunion • Business Retr eat • Fest i val • Concer t
MHC@mt.gov  |  www.virginiacitymt.com  |  406-843-5247

Officer Ashlee Stoneburner. FB 
PHOTO

Year in Review

Scratching Panda behind the ears was one of many great experiences that came with reporting the news in Madison County this year. We met Panda at the 
Norris Ark animal rescue and were inspired by her intense, enthusiastic gaze out at the world. Cheers to a great 2025 from The Madisonian team! PHOTO 
BY DAVID MADISON

YEAR IN REVIEW NEWS CONTINUED ON A2

A Madison County Board of 
Commissioners (MCBC) hearing 
was held on Jan. 18, 2024, 
regarding a petition to withdraw 
all Madison County properties 
within the Big Sky Resort Area 
District from the Madison Valley 
Hospital District. However, the 
hearing was quickly adjourned 
after it was determined that the 
petition did not meet the required 
51% threshold of qualifying 
signatures as mandated by 
Montana law. MCBC Chairman 
Dan Allhands stated that the 
statutory requirements had not 
been met, making it illegal to 
proceed with the hearing.
The petition, submitted to the 

Madison County Clerk and 
Recorder’s office on Dec. 20, 
2023, underwent a verification 
process. Paula McKenzie, 
Madison County Clerk & 
Recorder/Election Administrator, 
reported that out of 242 
signatures received, only 48 
were deemed qualifying, with 23 

verified, resulting in 48% of the 
required signatures.
Those numbers remain 

disputed. 
McKenzie explained the process 

used to qualify the signatures, 
which included cross-referencing 
names against a list from the 
Montana State Library, removing 
non-residents, and excluding 
properties without buildings, 
as well as trusts and LLCs not 
registered in the district. 
Daniel Bierschwale, executive 

director of the Big Sky Resort 
Area District, questioned the 
verification of taxpayer status. 
Audience members inquired 
about accessing the documents 
related to the signatures, and 
McKenzie provided information 
on the public information request 
process. Ultimately, the meeting 
was adjourned without further 
discussion.
The meeting was followed by 

a lawsuit, which pitted hospital 
district supporters against a 
group representing residents of 
Big Sky who live in Madison 
County and want to exit the 
hospital district. A hearing in the 
lawsuit was held in Virginia City 
on Monday, Dec. 16, but there 
was no ruling from the district 
court judge regarding how to 
interpret a signature gathering 
process required for exiting a 

hospital district. 
Also, in a related matter, 

the MCBC announced it will 
conduct a hearing to discuss the 
Petitions to Withdraw Properties 
from the Silvertip Subdivision 
from the Madison Valley 
Hospital District. The hearing is 
scheduled for Jan. 13 at 10 a.m. 
at the Virginia City Community 
Center, 119 W Idaho St. 

The MCBC  hearing on a petition to withdraw all Madison County 
properties located within the Big Sky Resort Area District from the Madison 
Valley Hospital District on Thursday, Jan. 18, 2024. SCREENSHOT PHOTO

Big Sky coalition’s petition to withdraw from the Madison 
Valley Hospital District 51% signature threshold not metJANUARY:

West Yellowstone Police 
Department and town 

mourn the loss of Officer 
Ashlee Stoneburner
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www.GrahamdrillinG.com

water well drillinG, Solar PumP SyStemS
for Stock water, PumP inStallation, 

Service & rePairS
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
Quality Service at a fair Price

Phone (406)842-5214 oR (406)682-5290

28 years experience!

Joe Veland 
406-682-3999

PO BOX 987
Ennis, MT

Service Work
Remodels . New Construction

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

It’s never too late to find balance.

PO Box 602
Ennis, Montana 59729

sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546

Individual & Couples 
Counseling

Specializing in Adults 
& Adolescents

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLCLisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

Individual & Couples 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Insurance Accepted.

Call GarrettHarshbarger

South West SepticSouth West Septic
LocaLLy owned & 

operated since 2007

Ray & Mary Smail

swsmt@hotmail.com  |  swsmt.net
Madison VaLLey: 406.682.7854  |  ruby VaLLey: 406.842.7854 

ceLL: 406.596.7854

We want your 
stinkin’ business! 
Get your butt on 

the schedule!

YEAR IN REVIEW NEWS CONTINUED ON A3

The Twin Bridges Robotics 
Teams participated in the State 
Robotics Tournament held in 
Bozeman, and organized by 
First Inspires. Competing in 
both middle school and high 
school divisions, the students 
showcased their skills in a series 
of innovative and strategic robot 
competitions.
In the high school category, 

the team named Identity Crisis 
designed, built, and programmed 
robots using metal structural 
pieces. Matches lasted two 
minutes and thirty seconds, with 
the first thirty seconds involving 
autonomous operation. Identity 
Crisis secured 11th place out 
of 25 teams and earned the 
2nd Place Control Award for 
their innovative use of sensors 
and software, marking their 
seventh consecutive year as state 
qualifiers.

In the junior high division, the 
Falcon Fire team constructed 
autonomous robots from Legos, 
programmed to complete specific 
tasks within two and a half 
minutes. They also presented 
innovative projects addressing 
real-world problems. Falcon 
Fire earned their seventh 
consecutive qualification for the 
state tournament and won the 
1st Place Core Values Award, 
recognizing their enthusiasm, 
teamwork, and respect.
These accomplishments 

highlight the determination and 
creativity of the Twin Bridges 
Robotics Teams, inspiring future 
innovators. The teams extend 
their gratitude to sponsors, 
including The Hamilton Ranch, 
The Twin Bridges American 
Legion, John Mathai, and 
Martha Diaz, for their support 
in making these opportunities 
possible.

Twin Bridges High School Robotics Team—They call themselves Identity 
Crisis (L to R): Matthew Stensrud, Cash Raben, Brayden Pettigrew, Kris 
Poirier, Claire Humbert, Benjamin Wayland, Coach Ben Hoffman PHOTO 
COURTESY JENIFER KEARNS

Residents of Virginia City were 
invited to learn about the local 
government review process at an 
event organized by the Vigilance 
Club and the Town of Virginia 
City. 
This gathering aimed to 

inform the community about the 
upcoming once-every-10-years 
election in June, as mandated 
by Section 9 Article 11 of the 
Montana State Constitution. 
Voters will decide whether an 
internal structural review is 
needed.

In addition to the review 
process, the town is preparing 
for the summer season resort tax, 
with applications set to be sent 
to business owners this month. 
The Town Council also passed a 
motion to submit an application 
for funding under House Bill 

355, which, if awarded, would 
provide approximately $45,000 
for new sewer pumps at the lift 
station.
Another topic of discussion was 

the revitalization of the eastside 
trail between Highway 287 and 
the corner of Faust. Concerns 
were raised about potential 
encroachment on private lands 
and the need for maintenance to 
prevent motorized vehicle use. 
Town councilman Greg Jorczyk 
emphasized the importance of 
using barriers to ensure the trail 
remains safe for pedestrians and 
cyclists, particularly as current 
routes alongside Highway 287 
pose safety risks due to speeding 
traffic during tourist season.
Update: After Election Day, 

four government review 
committees formed, in Ennis, 
Sheridan, Virginia City, and one 
for countywide government. 

Virginia City during a spring snow storm. PHOTO COURTESY DAN ROSE

Gearing up for Governmental Review in Virginia CityMARCH:

Twin Bridges Robotics Teams impress at state tournamentFEBRUARY:

Democratic governor and 
Lieutenant Governor candidates, 
Ryan Busse and Raph Graybill 
stopped by the Gravel Bar in 
Ennis for a meet and greet. 
The former firearms industry 
executive was met by a crowd 
exceeding several dozen, 
and took the time to answer 
questions.
“If we say we care about 

something, [whatever the issue] 
then by God, it’s time to act like 
it,”said Busse. 
On the subject of coexisting 

with folks who may not share the 
same political opinions, Busse 
added, “You may disagree with 
your neighbors, but don’t start 
a fight. We have real existential 
crises going on.”

Twin Bridges down to one bridge: The Montana 
Department of Transportation closed the bridge over the 
Beaverhead River in Twin Bridges on MT-41S Monday 
afternoon, April 8,  due to a structural issue. PHOTO 
COURTESY GAIL BANKS

Busse and Graybill visit EnnisAPRIL:

Virginia City during a recent snow storm. PHOTO 
COURTESY DAN ROSE

In April, concerns arose 
at Harrison School when a 
male teacher was accused 
of misconduct, including 
making threats toward school 
officials. As the investigation 
unfolded, former Superintendent 
Sharyl Allen obstructed law 
enforcement's attempts to 
interview students, allegedly 
to protect parental rights. This 
led to significant backlash 
from parents and school board 
members, who felt her actions 
hindered a critical investigation.
In response to the turmoil, 

newly elected School Board 
Trustee Ashlee Heavrin 
emphasized the need for healing 
within the community, stating, 
“We’re just doing everything we 

can to heal our school.” 
Heavrin, drawing on her 

experience in law enforcement, 
called for grace and patience 
from the community, stressing 
that the focus should remain on 
the students and their well-being.
The situation escalated 

when Allen was placed on 
administrative leave and 
subsequently faced legal 
consequences for her actions. 
On Nov. 26, she pleaded no 
contest to a misdemeanor charge 
of obstructing a peace officer in 
Madison County Justice Court. 
This plea marked a significant 

moment in the ongoing saga, 
as the community continued to 
grapple with the fallout from the 

investigation and its impact on 
the school environment. As the 
Harrison School District seeks to 
move forward, parents and board 

members remain committed to 
restoring trust and ensuring a 
safe and supportive atmosphere 
for students.

Tough year for Harrison School 

The Harrison School. PHOTO BY DAVID MADISON

Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks (FWP), in collaboration 
with Montana State University, 
initiated a tagging program 
for trout in the Big Hole, 

Beaverhead, Ruby, and Madison 
rivers. This effort is part of 
ongoing research aimed at 
addressing declines in trout 
populations and fish health in the 

upper Missouri River Basin. 
For another two years, FWP 

staff will tag fish annually, and 
anglers are encouraged to assist 
by reporting any tagged fish they 
catch. Each tag, affixed near 
the dorsal fin, features a unique 
number. Anglers should carefully 
remove the tag, minimizing 
handling time, and submit a 
report detailing the tag number, 
date, location, fish condition, 
gear used, and whether the fish 
was released or harvested. A 
how-to video is available on 
FWP's website to guide anglers 
through the process.
Additionally, FWP is 

conducting annual fish 
population estimates in the Big 
Hole River, with preliminary 

results showing increases in 
trout numbers from historic lows 
observed last year. In the Melrose 
section, biologists found an 
estimated 192 rainbow trout and 
506 brown trout per mile, while 
the Hogback section reported 
263 rainbow trout and 722 brown 
trout per mile. 
Although these figures still fall 

below long-term averages, they 
indicate a positive trend. Jim 
Olsen, FWP’s fisheries biologist, 
noted that favorable water levels 
in 2023 likely contributed to the 
improved survival of juvenile 
trout. Further population 
estimates for other sections of the 
river are pending, and updates 
will be provided as they become 
available. 

Trout research on area riversMAY:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks staff, in cooperation with Montana State 
University, tagged trout in the Big Hole, Beaverhead, Ruby and Madison 
rivers. PHOTO COURTESY MT FWP
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Submitted by DAVE DELISI
dave@rubyhabitat.org

It’s amazing what a 
powdered-sugar dusting 
of snow will do for one’s 
spirit.  Alexander Dumas 

is credited with saying, “All 
human wisdom is summed up 
in two words:  wait and hope.”  
Well, the recent bit of snow 
left us waiting and hoping for 
more as we are still “behind”, 
but we will take progress over 
the converse any day; the 
snow was a holiday gift for 
the hills and it bumped the 
watershed snowpack numbers 

up a tad.  Still, the valley 
grasses are within reach of 
the domesticated cud chewers 
without too much effort, and 
this is good because many 
are about to calve, and their 
nutritional needs are high 
at this point in their natal 
journeys.  The absence of leaves 
on trees and shrubs facilitates 
bird watching, and it sure seems 
like we have more robins this 
year than last. Cedar waxwings, 
too, have been flocking about, 
resting like seasonal ornaments 
in the cottonwood tops, and 
then flying in ones and twos 
to the banks of the Ruby River 

for a drink; robins do the same 
thing, and in proximity to the 
waxwings.  If Nature weren’t so 
infamous for her indifference, 
her focus on the necessities of 
survival, it’d be easy enough 
to think the two species were 
friends.  The Ruby River is 
still open, but the drop in 
temperatures this week might 
add some slipperiness to the 
situation.  Last week was so 
warm we were hardly surprised 
when we saw a few fish rise.  
There’s lots worth looking at out 
there, so why not start the year 
off with a walk along the river’s 
edge?

Lenticels on tree bark—these function similarly to pores, allowing an exchange of gases from inside the bark to 
the outside. PHOTO COURTESY RUBY HABITAT FOUNDATION

DAVE DELISI, Outreach Coordinator
4 0 6 - 6 6 0 - 2 7 0 9   |   w w w. r u b y h a b i t a t . o r g

WEEKLY RIVER CONDITIONS AVAILABLE VIA EMAIL WITH MORE BEAUTIFUL PHOTOGRAPHY, CONTACT:

J a n u a r y  1 ,  2 0 2 5

RUBY RIVER 
CONDITIONS

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

UNITED VETERANS CHRISTMAS UNITED VETERANS CHRISTMAS 
COMMUNITY DINNERCOMMUNITY DINNER

High Speed Internet 
Digital Voice 

Business Services

406.467.2535 • 1.800.796.4567 • 3rt@3rivers.net  •  3rivers.net

This week’s Volunteer Spotlight sponsored by: 

The Rotary Club of the Ruby Valley, area 4H clubs and many local The Rotary Club of the Ruby Valley, area 4H clubs and many local 
organizations made and delivered over 100 dinners to elderly folks organizations made and delivered over 100 dinners to elderly folks 

in the community. in the community. 

PHOTOS COURTESY GAIL BANKS

The Virginia City School, 
established in 1866 and closed in 
1976, has remained unused since 
2008 after serving as county 

offices. Jim and Sheri Jarvis aim 
to revitalize the historic building 
as an arts and education center, 
similar to cultural hubs like the 

Emerson Center in Bozeman. 
They presented their vision 
to the Madison County Board 
of Commissioners (MCBC) 
on June 4, seeking to create 
an arts enclave alongside the 
Ellinghouse Arts & Humanities 
Center.
The Jarvises view this initiative 

as a “legacy project” and plan 
to lease the building while 
developing an organizational 
structure to secure long-term 
funding. They assured the 
commissioners that their priority 
is to respect the building's 
historical significance and 
maintain its community-oriented 
purpose.

New plans for old VC School JUNE:

The Virginia City School closed as a school in 1976 and was used for county 
offices until 2008. PHOTO BY DAVID MADISON

In Big Sky, a new coalition 
called Alpenscapes emerged to 
support native plant enthusiasts 
and promote sustainable 
landscaping practices. 
Recognizing a gap in resources 
for residents interested in 
replacing traditional lawns with 
native species, Alpenscapes 
combines the expertise of four 
local non-profits: the Gallatin 
River Task Force (GRTF), Grow 
Wild, Big Sky SNO, and the Big 
Sky Fire Department.
Launched at a garden cocktail 

party on July 8 at Historic Crail 
Ranch, Alpenscapes aims to 
provide guidance and educational 

materials to property owners, 
managers, and landscapers. 
The initiative promotes 
ecological stewardship, helping 
residents create appealing, 
low-maintenance landscapes 
that enhance biodiversity while 
reducing wildfire risks and water 
usage. 
The coalition also offers a 

rebate program for those who 
remove traditional turf grass, 
incentivizing the transition to 
native gardens. Emily O’Connor, 
GRTF's chief operating officer, 
emphasized the importance 
of consolidating resources to 
educate the community on fire-

safe and waterwise landscaping.
Jennifer Mohler, executive 

director of Grow Wild, 
highlighted the ecological 
benefits of planting native 
species, which are vital for 
maintaining local food chains 
and supporting wildlife. As 
the demand for sustainable 
landscaping grows, Alpenscapes 
aims to guide homeowners 
through the transition, fostering 
environmental health and 
enhancing the beauty of the 
Upper Gallatin Watershed while 
addressing the challenges posed 
by rapid development in the area.

Attention Madison County landscapers: Go 
native!JULY:

Lizzie Peyton with Big Sky SNO pours delicious drinks 
inspired by the colors of alpenglow. PHOTO BY DAVID 
MADISON

Grow Wild board member Ann Cook picks up native 
plants in starter containers from Jennifer Mohler, 
executive director of Grow Wild, during the July 8 
gathering at Historic Crail Ranch in Big Sky. PHOTO BY 
DAVID MADISON

The Madison County 
Department of Emergency 
Services was kept exceptionally 
busy by a series of incidents 
in July. The first major event 
occurred on July 20 when 
a small Cessna aircraft was 
forced to make an emergency 
landing on Highway 287 in 
Cameron. The private four-seater 
plane, carrying a pilot and two 

passengers traveling from West 
Yellowstone to Washington, 
successfully landed in the 
parking lot of the Madison 
Valley Rural Fire Department 
after avoiding power lines. 
Fortunately, all three occupants 
were unharmed.
The weekend continued to 

be hectic with three vehicle 

rollovers reported. Incidents 
occurred on Highway 41 near 
Pennington Road, another near 
mile marker 14 on Highway 
359, and a third on Ruby River 
Drive, which posed additional 
challenges as the vehicle 
ended up on an electric fence. 
Fortunately, there were no 
fatalities.
On July 22, emergency 

responders were called to a 
structure fire at the Longbranch 
Saloon in Ennis. The fire, which 
engulfed the back porch and 
threatened propane tanks, was 
quickly contained by local fire 
departments. No injuries were 
reported, but some interior 
damage occurred, prompting a 
state fire marshal investigation.
Later that day, Madison Valley 

Search and Rescue responded to 
an injured horseback rider near 
Sphinx Mountain, coordinating 
with Air Idaho for a helicopter 
rescue in a challenging location.

Emergency services swamped by incidents

“Responders found a private Cessna aircraft in the fire department 
parking lot,” reported Madison County Emergency Management. PHOTO 
COURTESY MCEM

Virginia City initiated a 
nine-month moratorium on 
new short-term rentals (STRs) 
following a surge from three to 
14 rentals, amid concerns about 
their impact on the local housing 
market. The town's population 
hovers around 220 residents, 
with at least 24 full-time renters. 
This moratorium aimed to strike 
a balance between the benefits of 
STRs and the pressing need for 
long-term housing.
During an August 15 public 

hearing, property owners, 
including Airbnb host Tanya 
Engle, shared their experiences. 
Engle enjoys short-term guests 
and prefers not to commit to 
long-term rentals, stating, “I 
don’t want anybody stomping on 
my head all year.” 
Others, like Lynn Merry, 

highlighted the advantages of 
long-term leases, while Mark 
Jacobs noted the networking 
opportunities that come with 
hosting short-term visitors.

To operate an STR, owners 
must obtain a conditional use 
permit, a business license, and 
comply with safety inspections. 
The town sought community 
input to develop regulations 
that will preserve its historic 
character while accommodating 
tourism. As Virginia City 
navigates these challenges, it 
aims to create a sustainable 
approach that benefits both 
residents and visitors

Short-term rental discussion in VCAUGUST:

YEAR IN REVIEW NEWS CONTINUED ON A4

On Aug. 22, during a meeting 
of the Ennis Town Commission, 
tensions escalated between 
Mayor Nici Haas and some 
commissioners over a school 
resource officer (SRO) contract. 
Mayor Haas presented the 
contract for approval, but 
Commissioners John Way and 
Nikki Hankins accused her of 
violating the town charter by 

signing it without their consent. 
This prompted discussions about 
potentially removing her from 
office.
The following day, an 

“emergency” meeting was 
scheduled to discuss the 
mayor's alleged violation, but 
it was abruptly canceled due to 
improper notice. Mayor Haas 
argued that the meeting was 

illegal, and Commissioner Cory 
Hardy supported adjourning it 
after consulting legal counsel, 
who indicated that proper notice 
was not given.
Turns out, Haas didn’t lose 

her seat, and instead three town 
commissioners resigned. They 
were eventually replaced. 

Ennis Town Commission clashes with mayor
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Buying or Building 
a new home? 

Congratulations!
have a septic tank?

Be sure to locate and record the 
location of your septic system especially 

the lids to your tank.
septic systems need regular maintenance. 

We’re here for you when it’s time to have 
your tank serviced or have any questions. 

call us at 406-683-2063
Thank you for your business all the 
great people in Madison County!

A junior at Twin Bridges 
High School is on course to be 
Montana’s next Olympic archery 
star, given his unprecedented 
dominance at the 4-H Shooting 
Sports National Championships.
Mavrick Greemore finished 

first in all three divisions of 
competition at the event in Grand 
Island, Neb., June 22-28. His 
coach and father, Matt Greemore, 
said Mavrick’s performance put 
him in first place for the overall 
event while making a bit of 
history. 
“In 24 years of recorded 

history, nobody's ever swept all 
three categories,” said Coach 
Greemore, recalling how in 
Nebraska, his son dominated 
the Field, FITA and 3D Archery 
divisions. “Somebody might 
get first in this one. Somebody 
else might get first in this one, 
but nobody's ever done a clean 
sweep.”
Mavrick, who works as a 

groundskeeper at the Madison 
County Fairgrounds when he’s 
not practicing and competing, 

took a break from preparing for 
the upcoming fair to reflect on 
his experience in Nebraska back 
in June. 
And for as well as he did, 

Mavrick said he felt like his 
performance was thrown off a bit 
by the scorching weather. 
“It was so hot and muggy, I 

wasn’t at my best,” remembered 
Mavrick. “I’m super glad with 
how I did, and I give respect to 
all the competitors. That was 
such an amazing time.”
Mavrick said he’s looking 

forward to returning to the 
annual Vegas Shoot in 2025. 
With each event, the promise 
of a shot at making the 2028 
Olympics in Los Angeles looms 
larger. 
“If I stay on the pace I’m at, I 

can qualify by 2027 and get in 
by 2028,” said Mavrick. “I can 
do all my trials, get everything 
going and work my way up.”
One of Mavrick’s inspirations is 

Brady Ellison, of Billings, who 
Mavrick was able to watch this 

summer during the 2024 Paris 
Games.
“He just got bronze in mixed 

team, and silver in individual,” 
Mavrick recalled, noting Ellison 
missed the gold medal by 
millimeters. 

On target: Local archer dominates nationals, eyes OlympicsAUGUST:

For the first time in nearly a 
century, the Gallatin Canyon 
Women’s Club (GCWC) and the 
Madison Valley Woman’s Club 
(MVWC) held a joint meeting 
on Aug. 28, celebrating their 97 
years of service. The event took 

place at Jack Creek Preserve, 
organized by GCWC President 
Jane McCarthy, who marked the 
occasion with a painting of Lone 
Mountain.
The gathering featured a 

potluck lunch and reflections on 
the history of both clubs. Joan 
Traylor recounted life in Gallatin 
Canyon when Highway 191 was a 
rough wagon route, emphasizing 
the isolation women faced 
and their need for community. 

The GCWC was founded in 
September 1927, inspired by a 
visit to Wyoming.
MVWC President Jenny 

Rohrback shared the club’s 
success with the Nearly New 
Shoppe, a thrift store that has 
raised substantial funds for 
community scholarships and 
grants. Since moving to its 
current location in 2002, the 
shop has generated over $313,000 
in the past fiscal year, enabling 
the club to donate back to the 
community.
With 168 members, the MVWC 

is the largest women’s club in 
Montana. Longtime member 
Shirley Storey Masson shared her 
memories and the club’s support 
for local initiatives, including 
employing residents for unique 
tasks, like skunk extermination. 

Women’s clubs meet for first timeSeptember:

The Harrison School. PHOTO BY DAVID MADISON

Gallatin Canyon Women’s Club President Jane McCarthy 
memorialized the historic Aug. 28 meeting with a 
painting. PHOTO BY DAVID MADISON

Shirley Storey Masson, 91, stole the show recalling her 
many years with the Madison Valley Woman’s Club. 
PHOTO BY DAVID MADISON

The Isdell Mercantile’s grand re-opening on Sept. 7 included a Pony 
Farmers’ Market with local produce, meats, honey, baked goods, 
handmade crafts, knife sharpening, art, candles, quilts, jewelry and 
books. 
Those gathered at the Merc joked about how the re-opening of the 
Isdell Merc doubled the size of Pony’s business district. 
“It’s not just the Pony Bar,” said Sam Martin, cousin of Isdell Merc 
owner Dan DeFrance. 
They both grew up playing inside the “creepy” old building, said 
DeFrance. PHOTO BY DAVID MADISON

Sward’s Ranch 
disk golf course 
near Sterling 
gained prominence 
in 2024 by 
hosting the 
Rocky Mountain 
Championships 
and Montana 
State 
Championships. 
PHOTO 
COURTESY 
CRAIG SWARD

Smoky skies in 2024 provided an eerie backdrop for the Ennis Lake 
Rock. PHOTO BY DAVID MADISON

In the days leading up to 
Halloween, the Ennis School 
District faced a frightening 
situation as facilities director 
Matt Woody led a tour revealing 
alarming infrastructure 
challenges within the aging 
school buildings. Joined by 
Superintendent Jared Moretti, 
school board trustees, staff, 
and concerned parents, the tour 
highlighted a range of pressing 
issues, including a deteriorating 
roof, failing ventilation systems, 
and inadequate heating controls.
The tour commenced in the 

computer lab, where Woody 
pointed out significant roof leaks 

that posed a risk of substantial 
water damage. With the roof 
nearing 30 years of age, Woody 
warned that a severe storm 
could lead to catastrophic 
consequences, emphasizing 
the urgent need for repairs. 
This issue is compounded 
by the potential for water to 
infiltrate crucial areas, such as 
the computer server room and 
electrical systems, raising safety 
concerns.
As the group moved to the 

boiler room, Woody detailed the 
vulnerabilities of the heating 
system, which lacked glycol 
protection against freezing 

temperatures. He explained that 
last winter, the district narrowly 
avoided a crisis, but the risk 
of frozen pipes and flooding 
remained high. The lack of 
proper heating controls further 
complicated the situation, leaving 
some classrooms uncomfortably 
hot while others were too cold.
The tour also addressed 

ventilation problems in the 
boys' locker room, where 
non-functioning exhaust fans 
contributed to unpleasant odors. 
Woody acknowledged ongoing 
efforts to rebuild one of the fans 
but highlighted the challenges 
posed by the overall lack of 

adequate ventilation. Concerns 
extended to the gymnasium, 
where Woody warned that roof 
leaks could damage the newly 
installed gym floor, stressing 
the importance of maintaining 
the facility as a designated 
emergency shelter for the 
community.
Superintendent Moretti 

underscored the escalating costs 
of repairs, stating that the price 
tag for addressing the district's 
numerous infrastructure issues 
was increasing daily due to 
inflation.

School repairs neededOCTOBER:

YEAR IN REVIEW NEWS CONTINUED ON B7

Management • Consulting • Custom Homes 
Remodel Specialist • Reclaimed Woods • Tenant Improvement

Contact Rusty Wiseman 406‒581‒4600
yellowstonebuilders@yahoo.com

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 406-682-7755 
to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.
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Greetings folks. Hope you had a meowvalous CHRISTmas. 
I didn’t because I haven’t been adopted yet. So hope I can start 
the mew year with a forever family. Yep I have 
everything taken care of until my boosters are due. 
I’m house and litter box trained, gentle, playful 
and so much fun. Purrease call Misty at (406)439-
1405 and ask her about adopting me.  I’ll 
be furrever grateful. -Kevin

Pe t of t h e Week
 . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

4 PAWS RESCUE

KEVIN
call 406-682-7755 to make a plan.

Your partner in community.  

Check us out on social media!

advertise in 
The Madisonian. 

You can 
donate to them also 

as it helps feed us and 
take care of us medically. 

You can see us on Adopt-
A-Pet, PetFinder, 
RescueMe.org and 

Facebook

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

DECEMBER 22

• In Twin Bridges, law 
enforcement conducted 
multiple traffic stops and 
responded to a fire or 
smoke incident.

• Numerous traffic stops 
were recorded in Ennis, 
alongside a motor 
vehicle accident.

• A motor vehicle accident 
and a traffic stop were 
reported in Cameron.

• A death investigation 
was initiated in Silver 
Star.

• Glen experienced a fire 
or smoke incident.

• Emergency services 
received a 911 hangup 
call in Big Sky.

DECEMBER 23

• An abandoned vehicle 
was reported in Norris.

• Virginia City logged an 
administrative incident 
and several traffic stops.

• A disturbance was 
reported in Whitehall.

• In Silver Star, a 911 
hangup and a suspicious 
incident were recorded.

• Big Sky had a 911 open 
line call.

• Multiple traffic stops and 
an ambulance medical 
call took place in Ennis.

DECEMBER 24

• An assault was reported 
in Big Sky, along with a 
welfare check.

• Sheridan dealt with 
suicide threats and 
conducted several 
ambulance medical calls.

• A death investigation 
was initiated in Cameron.

• Virginia City received a 
wildlife complaint.

• Numerous traffic stops 
and a traffic complaint 
were noted in Ennis.

• Several traffic stops 
occurred in Twin Bridges.

DECEMBER 25

• Ennis reported a traffic 
complaint and conducted 
a welfare check.

• A disturbance was 
logged in Big Sky.

• In Twin Bridges, law 
enforcement conducted 
multiple traffic stops and 
targeted patrols.

• A motor vehicle 
accident was reported in 
Cameron.

• A traffic stop took place 
in Silver Star.

DECEMBER 26

• Cameron experienced 
multiple motor vehicle 
accidents and a slide-off 
incident.

• A 911 open line call was 
received in Big Sky.

• Numerous traffic 
stops and civil service 
activities were logged in 
Twin Bridges.

• Sheridan triggered 
a burglar alarm and 
recorded a traffic stop.

• Civil service incidents 
were noted in Virginia 
City.

DECEMBER 27

• In Twin Bridges, law 
enforcement conducted 
several traffic stops and 
deputy or officer queries.

• A traffic stop and a 
motor vehicle accident 
were reported in 
Cameron.

• Ennis logged a traffic 
stop and received an 
ambulance medical call.

• An ambulance medical 
incident was reported in 
Whitehall.

• Big Sky had an 
ambulance medical call 
logged.

DECEMBER 28

• Multiple traffic stops 
were recorded in Ennis, 
along with an abandoned 
vehicle and several 
ambulance medical calls.

• A traffic stop was noted 
in Sheridan.

• Suspicious activity was 
reported in Big Sky.

• A traffic stop occurred in 
Cameron.

• In Twin Bridges, several 
traffic stops and targeted 
patrols were conducted.

IN AREAS WITH LOW CELL SERVICE, A TEXT MESSAGE 
MAY BE SENT TO 911 IN CASE OF EMERGENCY.

MADISON COUNTY 
DISPATCHWatch for a letter in your mailbox that will give you 

information specific to where you own. If you own 

several properties then you will get more than one 

letter - again, each specific to where you own.

If you want to know the value of YOUR property 

(as the letters give you general averages) then please 

call us for a FREE Market Analysis. If you are 

considering selling then we would love to help you 

and show you our 2025 marketing strategy! We 

provide local expertise, we are members of all two 

major Multiple Listing Services in Montana and 

Keller Williams provides National exposure. 

THE STATISTICS ARE COMING! 
A N N U A L LY  K E P T  S I N C E  19 97

C A L L  U S  F O R  D E TA I L S !

105 E MAIN STREET • ENNIS, MT

We are independent real estate agents licensed in the State of Montana representing Montana Outdoor Property Group of Keller Williams Realty.

Dot Merrill
BROKER

406.570.9067  
DotRealEstateMT

@gmail.com

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-Ranch Experience
-Internet Marketing

-Web-site Marketing
-Drone & Professional 

Photography

Melinda Merrill 
BROKER 

406.596.4288
MelindaRealEstateMT

@gmail.com

29 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-Keeping stats and market 

trends since 1997
-Contrary to Ennis rumor...

LOL NOT retiring!!

Chad Davis
SALES AGENT

406.579.4270  
406RealEstate@gmail.com 

17 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-4th generation 
Montana Native

-Show anytime - anywhere
-Social media marketing

Jason & Joszie 
Driear

REALTOR/BROKER

406-439-1486
Driears@gmail.com

26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
-4th generation Montanan
-Live and breath Montana

Come Be Part 
of The INN Crowd!

An 8-log cabin property located 1/4 mile 
outside of Ennis, MT on MT Hwy 287.

We are OPEN year-round for ALL Travelers!

To sEcurE A rEsErvATion
www.luremeinn.com OR 406.682.7100 

Welcome Home!

 A TRIP ADVISOR 5 BUBBLE RATED LODGE!

Unwind in our comfortable and clean private Cabins. Each Cabin is outfitted 
with all of the conveniences of home, including a fully equipped kitchenette,

DISH TV with Fast & Secure WIFI!  Each Cabin has a separate bathroom and A/C!

Your Local Window Cleaning Source 

Michelle Boatwright
406-660-0421
701 Bauer Ln.

Ennis MT 59729

Free Quotes
Residential
Commercial

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Ennispurewindowcleaning@gmail.com

Your partner in community.  406-682-7755
Call to make a plan today!
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102 South Main St. • Sheridan, Mt

sports Coverage
  sponsored by this amazing business:

Interested in 
sponsoring the 
Madison Valley 
Sports Coverage? 
email connect@
madisoniannews.com

or call 

406.920.1106  |  4050construction@gmail.com

new 
construction 

remodels

excavationWe are seeking a passionate and dedicated Preschool Teacher to join our educational team. The ideal candidate 
will have a strong background in early childhood education and a commitment to fostering a nurturing 

and stimulating environment for young learners. As a Preschool Teacher, you will play a crucial role in the 
development of children’s social, emotional, and cognitive skills through engaging activities and curriculum.

• Develop and implement age-appropriate lesson plans 
that promote physical education, creativity, and early 
childhood development.

• Create a safe and inclusive classroom environment 
where children feel valued and encouraged to 
explore.

• Communicate effectively with parents and guardians 
regarding children’s progress, challenges, and 
achievements.

• Assess individual children’s needs and adapt teaching 
methods accordingly to support their learning.

• Collaborate with colleagues to enhance curriculum 
development and share best practices in early 
intervention strategies.

• Foster positive relationships with students, providing 
guidance and support as they navigate their early 
educational journey.

• Maintain accurate records of student progress and 
behavior to inform instructional decisions.

• CDA, degree in Early Childhood Education/Child 
Development or equivalent and work experience 
required.

• Previous experience working with preschool-aged 
children is essential.

• Familiarity with childhood development principles 
and early intervention techniques is highly desirable.

• Must be eligible for Level 3 or higher on Montana 
Early Childhood Project (mtecp.org)

• Experience in curriculum development and tutoring 
is a plus.

• Strong communication skills are necessary for 
effective interaction with children, parents, and 
colleagues.

• A passion for teaching and a commitment to the 
growth of each child in your care.

RESPONSIBILITIES

APPLY NOW TO BE A LEAD TEACHER AT ENNISCCS@GMAIL.COM

EXPERIENCE

WE ARE HIRING 
IMMEDIATE PART TIME 
& FULL TIME OPENINGS

$22 D.O.E, PAID TRAINING

Year in Review Year in Review sports...sports...
Three Forks/Ennis High 
School wrestlers: Veland 
finishes on podium at State 
Tournament:  
At Class A Eastern Divisionals, Ennis’s Emry Veland 
finished in fifth at 113 pounds and eighth grader 
Tatum Todd finished in sixth at 132 pounds. At the 
state tournament, Three Forks/Ennis finished 12th out 
of 25 teams competing in Class A and Veland battled 
to a fifth place finish in the 113 pound weight class!  
Way to go wrestlers! 
STORY BY THE MADISONIAN STAFF, PHOTO 
COURTESY JENN WAGNER

100 Point Club!:  
Athletes Marisa Snider from Ennis and Aaron DeFrance from Harrison both joined the elite 100 point 
club, with points scored during the state basketball tournaments. 
STORIES BY THE MADISONIAN STAFF AND PHOTOS COURTESY DEAN HENDRICKSON and 
KARI MONTGOMERY

Croy feed & Supply llC
T r u s T e d  n u r T r a l i x  d e a l e r

B R A D Y  C R O Y  -  4 0 6 - 5 7 0 - 9 5 2 8
l o c a l l y  o w n e d  &  o p e r a T e d

w e  s p e c i a l i z e  i n

N u t r a l i x  P r o d u c t s
• Cattle Minerals 
• Hard Minerals & protein tubs
• Horse suppleMents
• liquid feed

all Products delivered

Lady Mustangs make showing at State Tourney:  
The Lady Mustangs finished the District 5B tournament in 3rd place, knocking off Townsend in the 
consolation game to advance to the Divisional Tournament in Billings. The Lady Mustangs tore through 
the Southern B Divisional bracket, earning them a spot at the State B Tournament held in Billings 
March 7-9. The Mustangs’ only defeat was to Huntley Project, who would eventually claim the Division 
Championship by one point. This is the first year that the Mustangs have competed in the Class B 
classification, making the trip to State even more remarkable! 
STORY BY THE MADISONIAN STAFF, PHOTO COURTESY MARCI SNIDER

Statebound!:  After an exciting weekend of basketball at the Western C Divisional 
Tournament in Frenchtown, both the Lady Falcons and the Harrison Wildcats advanced to compete 
at the state tournament. The Lady Falcons prevailed as Division Champions and the Wildcats brought 
home a second place trophy. Congratulations to both teams! The Lady Falcons secured a three-peat in 
the Western C Divisional Championship. 
PHOTOS COURTESY HANNAH KONEN and ANN HOKANSON

Madison Valley - 
Ladies of Golf:  
As the weather warmed, Susan 
Haskins charmed us by honoring 
some standout ladies of golf.
Ennis’ Madison Meadows 
Golf Course boasts a short but 
challenging (depending on the 
wind) 9-hole course.  Ladies golf 
started and has thrived at Madison 
Meadows since the course opened 
in 1982. An ongoing look back in 
our golf history highlighted some 
notable women in Golf in the 
Madison Valley.  Pictured, Mary 
Mattson, Queen Mary. 
PHOTO COURTESY MMLGA



January 2, 2025A7THE MADISONIAN

•2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2400 sq ft CUSTOM 
Home
•0.568 acres on Ennis Town Lot
•Private well for irrigation;       

Underground sprinklers
•Central Air, Propane Forced Air, Backup Generator, LOTS 

of Extras
•Chef’s Kitchen; Granite Countertops and Custom Cabinets
•Expansive deck with for outdoor living
•Near end of road privacy on quite road
•Mountain views in every direction

719 JEFFERSON ST, ENNIS
MSL#390449 • 725,000

LOT 233 ANTLER TRAIL, ENNIS    
MLS #373788 • 229,000

• 6.082+/-Acre offers exceptional views of 
the Madison and 
• Gravely Mountain Ranges, including 
Sphinx Mtn!

• Well on property
• Great neighborhood with year-round and part-time 

residents on 5-10 acre lots
• As a landowner you have access to private stocked lakes 

and access to hunting, hiking and riding in BLM and 
USFS in the Gravelly Range

• Single Floor with Basement, 3,248 SQFT
• Great home located on 2 acres, offers 
stunning views of Hollow Top and the 
Tobacco Root Mountains

• The vaulted ceiling and picture window are inviting
• The living room opens out to a large, covered deck and 

fully cyclone fenced backyard area
• All appliances are included!

6578 HWY 287 N, NORRIS
MLS #393346 • 675,000

Pam Menzel
406.548.1066

Bill Mercer
406.581.5574

Corinna Christensen
406.570.6742

•3BD, 2BA, 2944 sq ft
•20+/- acres
•Cross fenced horse property
•40’x60’ Outbuilding includes shop, 

•storage and barn with tack room
•Private driveway
•Privacy/Adjacent to Large Ranch
•Expansive Mountain Views
•Quick 5 minutes to Ennis

516 MT HWY 287, ENNI S
MLS# 394236 • $1,499,999

Corinna Christensen
406.570.6742

Wishing you a year full of new beginnings, 
dreams fulfilled, and the perfect place 

to call home!

Happy 
New Year!

Welcome 2025 
with New Beginnings!

Happy
New Year!

Happy New Year!

My name is Tracy 
and I wanted to 
take a moment to 
introduce myself. 
I work as a real estate agent, 
alongside some of 
the best in the industry, with 
RE/MAX Mountain Property of Ennis. 
As a proud member of our community, 
I too, understand the unique charm 
and experiences our area o�ers.

If we have not met, I look forward 
to meeting you soon! 
Please come by our o�ce 
any time or give me a call. 
It will be nice getting to know you, 
your family and your stories. 

Tracy von Felden,

RE/MAX Mountain Property,
130 E Main, Ennis, MT
406.551.5913

Kind Regards,,
L�KING FORWARD TO EARNING YOUR TRUST

If you happen to be considering 
buying or selling, 
or just want to chat about 
the market, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out. 
I’d be delighted to provide 
any answers to your questions. 
I’m here to help with dedication, 
integrity, and personalized service.

I look forward to earning your 
trust as one of your local resources. 
I'm pleased to be serving you 
and our wonderful community.

Let’s make 2025 a year full of 
exciting opportunities and 
new beginnings!

Real estate is more than 
transactions to me, 
it’s about building relationships, 
supporting neighbors, 
and helping you achieve your goals.

I AM HAPPY TO BE SERVING YOU
AND OUR COMMUNITY.

 REALTOR®

24th annual Russ 
Pilcher Top 10 meet 
in Missoula: Twin 
Bridges’ Janzen 
and Konen compete:  
From Twin Bridges, Ayla Janzen and 
Emma Konen attended, competing 
and placing in multiple events. The 
Top 10 which is an all-class event 
featuring the top ten in all events 
from Western Montana.  The Falcons 
were two of the four Class C girls 
to participate in the event. (L to R) 
Ayla Janzen, Coach Bo Herak and 
Emma Konen at the Top Ten meet in 
Missoula on Tuesday, April 23. 
PHOTO COURTESY STEVE 
JANZEN

Running away with it:  
The Lady Falcons claimed the 2024 District 12C championship and the boys brought home a third place 
trophy from District meet. The Lady Falcons went on to claim their second Western C Divisional title. 
PHOTO COURTESY STEVE JANZEN

All Star 
football: Local 
players shine at 

The Clev:  
 (L to R) Jeremya Mauch, Clintin 

Buyan, Michael Galiger and 
Vance Wingard represented 

Madison County in Butte 
and Bob Cleverley Memorial 
Football Scholarship winner 
Vance Wingard, #15, closed 
out his football career with 

team leadership and a receiving 
touchdown. 

STORY BY DAVID MADISON 
AND PHOTO COURTESY 

PEGGY BUYAN

Dueling discs 
and grueling 

conditions at pro 
tourney :  

A tradition like no other: Regional 
masters of disc golf made a 

pilgrimage to the private—and 
highly scenic—Sward’s Ranch 
in Sterling for the 2024 Rocky 

Mountain Championships. The 
competition was supported by 

Headwaters Disc Golf Club. Local 
Kyler Elliot finished 12th at the 

Rocky Mountain Championships, 
Elliot finished 12th. PHOTO 

COURTESY CRAIG SWARD

Sheridan and Ennis advance: Playoffs bring long 
drives to face top teams :  
After solid football seasons, both the Sheridan Panthers and the Ennis Mustangs headed into the first 
round of playoffs. Both teams went into the playoffs riding high after big offensive gains. 
PHOTO COURTESY MIMI ANSON

Mustang 
volleyball takes 
third at Districts:  
Ennis topped Whitehall-Harrison 
twice during District 5B play, but 
lost to perennial foe Townsend 
and finished third at districts 
behind Jefferson and Townsend, 
earning them a trip to the 
Divisional Tournament in Colstrip. 
Pictured, Izzy Hawkinson scored 
the winning point against highly 
ranked Jefferson and brought the 
Mustang faithful to their feet at the 
Homecoming week game. 
STORY by DAVID MADISON 
and PHOTO COURTESY GERRY 
MOONEY PHOTOS
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Advertise in The Madisonian. Call 406-682-7755 to make a plan.

MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather

Quote of the 
Week:
"While I relish 

our warm 
months, 

winter forms 
our character 
and brings out 

our best."
Tom Allen

ThursdayPartly cloudy skies. High 46F. Winds S at 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday

Mostly cloudy skies. High 38F. Winds 
S at 10 to 20 mph.

Fr iday

Cloudy. High 43F. Winds S at 10 to 
20 mph.

Thursday

Cloudy skies early will become partly 
cloudy later in the day. High 37F. 
Winds S at 10 to 20 mph.

Sunday

Some sun in the morning with 
increasing clouds during the 
afternoon. High 37F. Winds S at 10 to 
20 mph.

Monday

Some sun in the morning with 
increasing clouds during the 
afternoon. High 38F. Winds S at 10 to 
20 mph.

Sheridan, MT
406-842-5865

www.kenworthyelectric.com

Yoder Drywall Inc.
Tape • finish • TexTure

repairs • remodel • new
Please contact Nate Yoder at 

406-425-3020  
Located iN McaLLister

We cover Madison, Jefferson, silverboW, 
beaverhead & Gallatin counties. 

Call Ken at 406-221-6677 or email ken@3rivers.net

Madison County 
heatinG 
& coolinG

Give us a call or send us an email 
for all of your HVAC needs.

A PlAce to Find HelP 
Assistance with SNAP, Medicaid, LIHEAP. 

Referrals for help scheduling local face to face with 
Job Service and whatever else you might need.

tHe ResouRce AssistAnce centeR
222 N Montana STE A., Dillon Montana • 406-988-0360

A Place to Find Help

Assistance with SNAP, Medicaid, LIHEAP. Referrals for help 

 scheduling local face to face with Career Futures and Job Service,

and whatever else you might need.

The Resource Assistance Center

205 E Center, Dillon Montana

406-988-0360

C a pa r o s o 
B o o k k e e p i n g

Company Setup
Payroll

Quarterly/Annual Reporting
Weekly/Monthly Reconciliation

Accounts Payable
Accounts Receivable

Report Advising
Financial Advising

9 4 0 - 5 7 7 - 2 6 1 0Looking for the 
perfect way to say 
THANK YOU?
The Madisonian loves 
To spread graTiTude! 

We offer 20% OFF 
all thank you ads.
connect@madisoniannews.com 
OR 406.682.7755 today!

Also servicing High Country Portable Toilets

High Country

Irrigation & Landscaping
406-842-5543

Proudly Serving
Beaverhead • Madison • Gallatin • Jefferson • Silverbow

Christensen
R e n t a l s ,  L L C

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. • CLOSED SUNDAYS

Ask about the Weekend Rates: Pick up between 11-12 noon
Call for availability!

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Don’t forget Winter!
Winterize your sprinklers! 

We have log splitters & chimney brushes!
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Your partner in community.  
682-7755

advertise in The Madisonian. 

406-682-7755
to make a plan.

Check us out on 
social media!

Your partner in community.  











 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
6:30-9 p.m. Chautauqua Winter Series 
A thoughtful conversation, entertainment and local artistic talents. 
@ Elling House Arts & Humanities Center

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25
6 p.m. Winter Wildlife Tracking on Snowshoes
Come learn new ways to read the forest in winter.
@ Jack Creek Preserve, jackcreekpreserve.org

MONDAYS
1:30 p.m. Seniors–Strong Body Strong 
Mind exercise program at the Ennis 
Senior Center 

2-3 p.m. Strong People Exercise 
Program at the Sheridan Senior Center

5:15 p.m. Meditation classes, Sheridan 
Library, 1st and 3rd Mondays

TUESDAYS
6:30-7:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga @ the Alder 
Community Center 
Come move with us!

10 a.m. Madison County Board of 
Commissioners Regular Meeting
@ First Floor Public Meeting Room Administrative 
Office Building, Virginia City. 
WebEx Login: https://madisoncounty.
my.webex.com/madisoncounty.my/j.
php?MTID=m41ec260e52fb051a5b5abad7194ef5ac 
Meeting Number: 2557 256 7614 Password: 
VCMadison 
Join by Phone: 1-650-479-3208 Password: 82623476 
Press *6 to mute or unmute

11 a.m. Storytime for children 18 mos.-
5yrs @ the Twin Bridges Public Library

Noon-2 p.m. Thread Connection
Second & Fourth Tuesday of each month at the MV 
Public Library's Community Room (Ennis).  Bring your 
own (thread/yarn) project & supplies to share skills 
and social time.

5 p.m. Twin Bridges Community 
Association 
Meets every second Tuesday of the month at 
Opportunity Bank. Come be a part of cherished local 
events and improvement projects.

6 p.m. Rotary Club of the Ruby Valley 
meeting
The Club meets the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Blue Anchor Café in Twin Bridges.

6 p.m. Twin Bridges Book Club 
Meets every 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Blue 
Anchor.
Dinner at 6 p.m. with meeting at 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS
9 a.m. TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are from 9-9:30 a.m., meetings 
start at 9:30 a.m. 
@ the Ennis Senior Center.

10 a.m.  - Noon Ruby Valley Veterans 
with VA issues/questions
Second Wednesday of the Month @ American Legion 
Post 89 Main Street Sheridan, VA Service Officer at 
Post Bldg.

11 a.m. - 1 p.m. All Veterans interested 
in medical assistance
First Wednesday of the month @ American Legion 
Post 121 1st street, Ennis

11 a.m. Books and Babies At Madison 
Valley Public Library
Books, songs and play for children 0-3 and their 
caregivers @ Madison Valley Public Library

12-4 p.m. Ladies of the Valley, Women 
21+ Kindness & Creativity Center 
Building Sisterhood and Support in Fun and Creative 
ways. @ Wellspring Healing Center 

1:30 p.m. Seniors—Strong Body Strong 
Mind exercise program at the Ennis 
Senior Center 

2-3 p.m. Strong People Exercise 
Program at the Sheridan Senior Center

5-7 p.m. Ladies Night at The Alley 
Bistro!
Join Ladies of the Valley as we gather weekly on 
Wednesdays in the back room to share appetizers and 
stories. Enjoy delicious food and fun while building 
friendships with local ladies over laughter.

5:30 p.m. First Wednesday of the 
month: Ennis Booster Club meeting 
Ennis Booster Club invites the community to join in at 
Sportsmans Lodge. 

6-8 p.m. Trivia Night 
Come join the fun every Wednesday night. Laughs are 
guaranteed, so bring your friends, grab a cold one and 
enjoy some friendly competition.
@ Ruby Valley Brew in Sheridan

7 p.m. Second and fourth Wednesdays: 
Ennis Lions Club meeting at the Ennis 
Fire Hall
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend. 

THURSDAYS
6:30-7:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga @ the Alder 
Community Center 
Come move with us!

10 a.m. Caregiver Support Group
Led by Peter Rosenberger @ Madison Valley Baptist  

10 a.m.-12 p.m. Open House with 
Commissioner Bill Todd
First Thursday of the month @ Ennis Library, 210 E. 
Main Street, Ennis, MT 59729

10 a.m.-12 p.m. Open House with 
Commissioner Bill Todd
Second Thursday of the month @ Big Sky Water & 
Sewer Conference Room, 561 Little Coyote Road, Big 
Sky

1 p.m. Madison Valley Manor Auxiliary 
is meeting at Madison Valley Manor
Held the second Thursday of each month

2 p.m. Knitting group @ Sheridan 
Library

3:30-4:45 p.m. Chess Club
 All ages @  Madison Valley Public Library

5:30 p.m. Madison County DUI Task 
Force Meeting
Will be held at Sheridan's Search and Rescue 
Building. 402 Main Street, Sheridan.
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend. 
Held the third Thursday of each month
6 p.m. Celebrate Recovery Group 
@ Ennis Assembly of God

7-9 p.m. Trivia Night @ the Gravel Bar
Main Street, Ennis, MT

FRIDAYS
10:30 a.m.-noon: The Madison Valley 
Writers Group will meet twice monthly
First and third Fridays in the Fireside Room at 
Madison Valley Bank. All persons who enjoy writing 
are encouraged to attend.

11 a.m. Madison Valley Public Library 
Story Time
Held in person at the library community room.

1:30 p.m. Seniors–Strong Body Strong 
Mind exercise program @ the Ennis 
Senior Center 

2-3 p.m. Strong People Exercise 
Program @ the Sheridan Senior Center

6 p.m. Game Night at Virginia City Elks 
Lodge 
Call Tanya at (406) 660-1559 with questions. 

SATURDAYS
1 p.m. Pony VFW meets are held at 1 p.m. on 
the second Saturday of every month at the Pony Bar 
in Pony. 

6 p.m. Ennis Senior Center Pinochle 

SUNDAYS
1:30 p.m. Book Club @ Sheridan 
Library; 2nd Sundays

2 p.m. Sunday Bingo @ the Sportsman 
Lodge, Ennis

REGULAR EVENTS

Happy New Year! May  your 2025 be filled with beauty and color! 
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call 406-682-7755 to make a plan. Check us out on 
social media!

advertise in 
The Madisonian. 

Your partner in community.  


