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Ringing in the season

Tory Gee’s run
Tory Vincent Gee evaded law enforcement in 

a week-long man hunt.
The 27-year-old of Sheridan pleaded not 

guilty to a felony charge of theft exceeding 
$1,500 but less than $5,000, and a misdemeanor 
charge of property theft valuing under $1,500 in 
Madison County’s District Court Nov. 25.

Gee escaped from the Jefferson Detention 
Center Oct. 11. He was being held for charges 
originating in Madison County, assault with a 
weapon, aggravated burglary, negligent endan-
germent, criminal mischief and violation of no 
contact order (two felonies and three misde-
meanors).

Madison County District Court set his bail 
to $50,000 for the five charges Sept. 30, and he 
was transported back to JDC to await his next 
hearing. Eleven days later, he escaped.

Gee moved through a large stretch of western 
Montana before he was arrested in Lake County. 
According to the affidavit, he stayed in vacant 
houses and outhouses as he traveled. 

Gee began leaving Twin Bridges on a moun-
tain bike that he allegedly stole from a friend’s 
shed. The bike’s owner valued the bike at $50. 

Gee allegedly left Madison County in a sto-
len 1980 GMC Sierra ranch truck. The truck was 
found abandoned west of Dillon the morning 

after it was reported stolen. Less than an hour 
later, the owners reported a red and black moun-
tain bike was found in the bushes next to the 
property where the truck was stolen. The truck 
was valued at about $2,500. 
A task force of the United States Marshals 
tracked Gee west of Charlo. Multiple law en-
forcement agencies assisted the arrest Oct. 18. 
Gee was transported to the Gallatin County De-
tention Center, where he is currently being held. 
Another $5,000 was added to Gee’s existing bail 
and he faces other charges in multiple counties. 

Sheridan woman 
pleads not guilty

Reagan Danielle Clark of Sheridan pleaded 
not guilty to two felonies and two misdemean-
ors in Madison County’s District Court Nov. 
25. She was charged with criminal possession of 
dangerous drugs, destroying of communication 
device, criminal mischief and unlawful posses-
sion of an open alcoholic beverage regarding 
a Sept. 30 incident. Clark’s bail of $2,000 was 
posted, and alcohol monitoring is a condition of 
her probation. 

Butte woman 
convicted 

Ashley Lee Doris of Butte entered a guilty 
plea in Madison County’s District Court Nov. 
25. She pleaded guilty of criminal possession 
of dangerous drugs, a felony, criminal posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, a misdemeanor, 
and driving a vehicle with a suspended license, 
a misdemeanor. On April 7, 2019, a Madison 
County Deputy issued a traffic stop as Doris 
was driving on Interstate Highway 287 toward 
Twin Bridges. According to the affidavit, Doris 
admitted to having the glass pipe on her. Her 
sentencing hearing will be held in the Virginia 
City Court House at a later date.

Madison County 
housing needs

The first step: gathering data
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

A survey to help identify housing needs 
in Madison County showed a majori-
ty of responders (61 percent) said that 

housing costs are 30 percent or more of their 
income. 

An affordable housing issue has historically 
been indicated as housing costs exceeding 30 
percent of household income. Montana housing 
costs continue to increase faster than wages, 
shrinking housing options for many Montan-
an’s.  The Madison County Housing Advisory 
Board released an online survey to assess the 
public’s needs and perspectives on housing in 
Madison County.

The Northern Rocky Mountain Econom-
ic Development District, which is assisting 
MCHAB in the gathering data stage of assessing 
housing needs in Madison County, were pleased 
with the 12 percent turnout. 

Survey participation was available from Aug. 
1 through Aug. 31. The focus area included 
2,541 households, which excluded sections of 
Madison County associated with Big Sky be-
cause Big Sky has their own Workforce Housing 
Plan. About 12 percent of the focus area re-
sponded (313 responses). 

Of those responses, 88 percent said finding 
housing in the county is difficult or impossible. 

“There are homes for sale here, but the prices 
of homes are pretty high compared to wages,” 
MCHAB member representing the Sheridan 

SCOPING PROCESS 
BEGINS FOR MADISON 
RIVER ALTERNATIVES

Submitted by 
PEGGY O’NEILL, FWP

Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Park is 
beginning a public 

process to gauge public support 
and collect feedback on various 
alternatives for dealing with 
crowding and conflict on the 
Madison River. 

The process, known as 
scoping, will ask the public their 
opinions on various alternatives 
to addressing four main issues: 
commercial fishing outfitter 
management, social conflict 
management on the upper 
river, lower river recreational 
management, and angler use 
management on the upper river. 
The form of this process will be a 
public survey. 

Additionally, the public will 
weigh in on their support for a 
management goal for recreational 
use on the river. 

The scoping process comes 
at the direction of the Fish and 
Wildlife Commission, which 
met earlier this month to hear 
petitions from various interest 
groups proposing solutions to 
recreation management on the 
Madison River. The commission 
denied all three petitions but 
directed the department staff to 
insert the options proposed with-
in the petitions into a scoping 
process. 

The public will have 40 days 
to comment. Once the scoping 
process is complete, the depart-
ment will consider the survey 
results and draft a proposed 
rule, which is slated to go before 

the commission in February. 
The commission will then 
choose whether or not to put 
the proposed rule out for public 
comment. 

“It’s taken a long time and a 
lot of work to get to this point 
where we can officially collect 
input on our next steps,” said 
FWP director Martha Williams. 
“People are passionate about the 
Madison River, and we know 
it’s important for us to consider 
all interests in moving forward. 
We’re committed to doing just 
that.”

In addition to taking the sur-
vey, people can submit written 
comments to madisonrivercom@
mt.gov. 

The survey can be found at 
this link:  https://www.survey-
monkey.com/r/RDWKFXW.

Tory Vincent Gee
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HARDY DRYWALL
FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO

596-3137

CORY HARDY,
ENNIS TOWN COUNCIL 

I’m not 

afraid to 

blow the 

whistle!

This ad is paid for by Cory Hardy,
71 Ramshorn Creek Road
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area Cody Marxer said.
The median property 

value in Madison County was 
$252,200 in 2017, 1.16 times 
higher than the national 
average, according to Data 
USA, the most comprehen-
sive website for public U.S. 
Government data. This year, 
the Montana Department of 
Revenue’s biennial reappraisal 
showed Madison County with 
the largest average increase of 
residential property values in 

the state.
According to Montana 

Budget and Policy Center, 
Montana wages per household 
is currently ranked forti-
eth nationwide. The 15-cent 
increase in the minimum 
wage, which will be in effect 
January 2020, could inf luence 
Montana’s national rank in 
household wages. 

The 1.75 percent increase 
ref lects the cost-of-living 
increase statewide between 

2018 and 2019. But residential 
property values in some parts 
of the state are increasing by 
larger percentages than Mon-
tana’s minimum wage, like 
Madison County’s nearly 29 
percent increase in residential 
property values from 2018 to 
2019. 

According to Montana 
Budget and Policy Center, 
there is no state funding and a 
decade-low of federal funding 
available to assist housing 

issues. Local governments are 
increasingly using their own 
resources to find solutions. 

Gathering data is MCH-
AB’s first step in address 
affordable housing in Madison 
County. Over the next six to 
nine months the board will 
generate viable strategies and 
recommendations for Madison 
County Commissioners to act 
on affordable housing in a way 
that best benefits residents.

Upland gamebird populations
Average to above average results

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Sage-grouse and moun-
tain-grouse habitats and pop-
ulations are in good condition, 
according to Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks’ annual wing 
collection.

Sage-grouse production was 
a little less than average, and it 
was an above average year for 
mountain-grouse production. 
Hungarian Partridge wings 
were also collected but because 
of their small sample size in 
southwestern Montana, it is 
difficult to track their produc-
tion rate.

“They [Hungarian Par-
tridges] don’t survive winters 
very well unless they have an 
alternative food source,” FWP 

wildlife biologist Dean Waltee 
said.

FWP asked hunters to 
drop one wing from harvested 
sage-grouse, mountain-grouse 
and Hungarian Partridge in 15 
barrels stationed across south-
west Montana. From a wing, 
wildlife biologists can indicate 
species and whether the bird is 
an adult or young-of the-year. 
The juvenile to adult bird ratio 
helps wildlife biologists better 
understand annual and trend 
production of each species. 

FWP collected 115 sage-
grouse (61 juveniles: 54 adults), 
72 mountain-grouse (45 juve-
niles: 27 adults) and 11 Hun-
garian Partridge (10 juveniles: 
1 adult) during September.

Weather conditions can 
severely impact upland game-

birds causing short-term spikes 
or downward trends in popu-
lation. Results over five years 
show an overall downward 
trend in production, with years 
2015, 2016 and 2018 showing 
below average reproduction. 

“I think that downward 
trend is a short-term trend 
driven by hard weather condi-
tions,” Waltee said.

FWP conducts another 
field study in spring to judge 
the health of upland game-
birds’ habitat and populations. 
During breeding season in 
April and May, FWP counts 
how many males are present in 
several known breeding lands. 

Spring weather conditions 
affect chick production the 
most. Dry and relatively warm-
er conditions are favorable for 

nesting. The snowy, freezing 
spring of 2018 affected repro-
duction rates because the eggs 
were not likely to survive the 
conditions. 

Several years in a row of 
hard weather in the spring 
can severely impact upland 
gamebird populations. The late 
1980s – early 2000s saw an ex-
tended drought in southwest-
ern Montana, which caused the 
population to steadily decline. 
But since FWP began monitor-
ing upland gamebirds in 1964, 
there has been growth overall.

“Upland gamebird produc-
tion and reproduction is highly 
inf luenced by weather con-
ditions,” Waltee said. “When 
monitoring habitat or popula-
tion we look at the long-term 
trend.”

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Twin Bridges School 
Board met on Nov. 
12 to discuss health 

insurance and upcoming field 
trips. Past agenda items includ-
ing solar panels and the drain-
age system were revisited. 

Representatives from 
Montana Unified School Trust 
(MUST) attended the meeting 
and different health insurance 
possibilities were discussed. 
Possibilities to save money 
and provide good benefits for 
employees were part of the 
conversation.

An 8th grade science and 

high school physics field trip 
was discussed, as the Board 
must approve out of state or 
out of country field trips for 
the District. These classes 
will be attending Silverwood 
Park Physics and Science Days 
in northern Idaho to have a 
new educational setting and 
compete in engineering and 
measurement competitions. 
“They get to use the park’s rides 
and attractions and they get to 
test the principals of physics 
and science,” Superintendent 
Thad Kaiser said. 

Another student-focused 
topic included eleven students 
who traveled to Bozeman to at-
tend the Montana High School 

Association (MHSA) workshop 
focused on providing students 
with skills to excel in team-re-
lated events, like speech, 
drama, debate and sports. This 
was sponsored by the Montana 
Army National Guard.

The discussion concerning 
the addition of new solar panels 
was continued from October’s 
meeting. It was determined the 
District was not eligible for the 
grant that would provide 80% 
coverage due to already existing 
solar panels. The storm water 
drainage conversation from last 
month was revisited as well. 
The District’s involvement in 
the project has been completed, 
and the rest of the process is up 

to the city to complete the gut-
ters and drainage components. 
Once finished, grant work may 
begin. The city projects a start 
date for this project in May, 
Superintendent Kaiser said.

New hires included coaches, 
substitute teachers and a new 
trustee, Alexis Sandru, was 
appointed.

Next month, projected agen-
da items include the middle 
school presenting Project Lead 
the Way to the Board, seniors 
proposing a senior trip idea, 
the hiring of more coaches for 
the upcoming season and the 
consideration of increasing pay 
for special event bus drivers.

CORE AREA WING-BARREL DATA

Southwest Montana Core Area Wing- barrel monitoring of sage-grouse and mountain-grouse from 2004 - 2019, and Hungarian Partridge from 
2005 - 2019. PROVIDED BY MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST DEAN WALTEE

twin   bridges  SCHOOL

Twin Bridges School Board 
meets for November
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Pet of the Week

Would ya? Could ya? Can I coax ya to come and adopt me?  I’ve 
been here for quite awhile and need a loving home.  I will take a 

bit of time to adjust as it’s not easy to go into a new home.  How do I 
know that? Well I got adopted once and didn’t adjust soon enough so got 
brought back. Not sure about dogs as I’ve never been around them.  I like 
being petted and played with, but I’m not big on being picked up.  I get 
along with other cats after a short time getting to know them.  Purrease 
would you call Misty at 439-1405 and ask for 
me?  I’ll be furrever grateful.  Brandon

. . . . . ..Because it’s time 
to meet your match

BrandonKristie Vessey, Sales Associate
406-580-1842

klvessey@gmail.comHaydenoutdoors.com

The Madison 
County Sheriff’s 
Office responded 
to 83 calls for 
service from Nov. 
10-Nov. 16, 2019.
 

*Please note the new 
physical address for our 
office, 5 Placer Loop, 
Virginia City as of 9/5/19.  
Thank you!

Madison County 
D I S P AT C H

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

The weekly dispatch is replaced today with tips on how to avoid 
holiday scams. Sources include AARP, the FBI, the 

Los Angeles Times and Dayton Daily News.
1. Activate multi-factor authentication, or MFA. 
This requires more than just a username and 
password for login, like a single-use code 
sent to a cell phone number, decreasing the 
chances for unwanted account access.
2. Be aware of strange discounts on major 
items. If it seems too good to be true, it 
probably is.
3. Pay by credit card when ordering items 
online. It is easier to limit damage made by 
scammers when the card is not connected 
to a checking account, especially if charges 
are noticed before they are posted. With that 
in mind, check credit card statements more 
often this time of year.
4. Make sure the gift card packaging and the 
PIN number on the back of the card is intact. 
Scammers can acquire PIN numbers and 
make purchases with the remaining balance 
after card activation.
5. Spelling errors or bad grammar are 
common signs of a scammer at work.
6. Look for information usually taken for 
granted and expected by all websites like a 
privacy policy, contact information and return 
policy. If this is not available, it may be a red 
flag.

7. Google unfamiliar websites with the word 
‘scam’ or ‘complaints’ in the search.
8. Always get a tracking number.
9. Look out for fishy name change requests 
when it comes to payment or inconsistent 
answers, like providing two different areas of 
residence.
10. Scammers commonly ask for payment via 
pre-paid cards, bank-to-bank wire transfers, 
gift cards, or essentially any option that 
involves real money. Avoid these payment 
options.
11. Use the ‘hover test.’ When on a computer, 
hover the mouse over a hyperlink to check 
if the URL is legitimate by ensuring it is not 
just a bunch of random characters. This is 
recommended when getting emails requiring 
personal information and offering links to 
check the delivery status of packages from 
trusted delivery services like FedEx and the 
United States Postal Service. 
12. If a URL begins with ‘http’ or has a 
padlock symbol, it can be generally trusted.
13. Report any scams to the FCC, state 
attorney general and the consumer protection 
office. Losses are typically high because 
scams go unreported.

In areas with low cell phone coverage, 
you can now text 911 in case of emergency.

Your partner in community.  
682-7755
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Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

SNOTEL 

Ruth Luella Croskrey Long
Ocotber 8, 1927- April 22, 2019 opinion

obituaries
George Parker Mainwaring

June 18, 1925 to November 24, 2019
George Parker Mainwaring 

of Pony, Montana, passed away 
at his home on November 24.  
He was 94. George was born 
in Jeffers, Montana on June 
18, 1925 to George and Helen 
Mainwaring, one of 15 chil-
dren.  

During his early years he 
logged in the Missoula area, 
worked for the DOT in Mad-
ison County, and farmed and 

ranched in Madison County, 
including the Sitz and Rice and 
Brooks ranches.

He loved to read, fish 
and hunt, also enjoyed word 
working and carving diamond 
willow canes and he loved his 
family most of all.

He is survived by his wife of 
60 years, Ann, and his chil-
dren Ellen Rose Keaster (Nick 
Keaster),

Charles P (Joan Mainwarn-
ing), George N. and Terry M. 
Mainwaring; 8 grandchildren 
and 18 great grandchildren.

He is also survived by three 
brothers; Stan, Keith and Mick, 
and sisters Marian Hedglin, 
Doris Daems, Janet Pascal and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

Memorial services will be 
held in the spring, time and 
date to be announced later.

William (Willie) A. Stender
June 10, 1935 to November 25, 2019

On Nov. 25, 2019, William 
(Willie) A. Stender, a loving 
husband, father, uncle grand-
father and great-grandfather, 
passed away at his home in 
Sheridan from natural causes. 
He was 84 years young.

Willie was born in Steam-
boat Springs, Colorado in a 
farmhouse on June 10, 1935 to 
William and Marie Stender. 
His parents immigrated from 
Germany in 1926.  During 
his four years of high school, 
Willie was an active member 
in football, wrestling, FFA, 
and a club leader in the local 
4-H. Following high school, he 
attended Colorado State Uni-
versity for two years, attending 
the College of Agriculture. 
After college, Willie married 
the love of his life, LaRae 
Blecha on Oct. 2, 1955.  While 
living and ranching in Colo-
rado, he enjoyed feeding cattle 
with a bobsled and four head 
of horses.  He always talked 
about how much he enjoyed 

those horses.  The names Salt 
and Pepper always seemed 
to come up in conversation.  
During those winters, he fully 
enjoyed hunting for himself 
as well as doing some guiding.  
If ranching wasn’t enough to 
keep busy, he was also active 
within the school as a school 
board member.

They moved to Sheridan, 
Montana in 1972 to contin-
ue his passion for ranching.  
Willie and LaRae raised two 
sons Steve Stender and Mike 
Stender on the ranch. LaRae 
was also busy working at Ruby 
Valley Bank for 20 yrs.  Willie 
always stated that every good 
rancher has a wife that works 
in town.  On top of running 
the ranch, Willie also spent 
his summers riding and tak-
ing care of the cattle for the 
Tobacco Root Riders Associa-
tion.  He spent about ten years 
riding for the association; 
several of those summers spent 
riding with his grandsons, 
Bill and Shane, alongside him 
learning the ropes.  After 
a lifetime of ranching and 
riding, he retired in 2000 and 
the ranch was sold.  However, 
those that knew Willie knew 
that he could never retire. He 
continued helping his sons: 
Mike with the ranch and Steve 
with the construction busi-
ness.  He had a true passion for 
irrigating, as long as he got to 
do it his way.  He also enjoyed 

attending bull sales and work-
ing cattle.

During his retirement, he 
muddled in making wooden 
whirly gigs like pigs, eagles, 
and various upland birds.  All 
of these were made and given 
as presents at Christmas time 
to those near and dear to 
his heart.  He also became a 
history guru in his production 
of scale model hay stackers, 
from beaver slides to other hay 
stacking equipment.  He dis-
played these at many different 
functions, from the Sheridan 
Library and the Madison/Jef-
ferson County Fair, where he 
received a Grand Champion on 
one of his models.  Willie was 
definitely an advocate for ag-
riculture to the very end, and 
he made sure that others knew 
the importance of agricul-
ture.  Anyone who ever had a 
conversation with Willie knew 
his love for ranching.  Wil-
lie continued to be an active 
advocate and supporter of the 
Ruby Valley FFA when they 
moved to Sheridan, as well as 
filled in a term on the local 
school board.  He never missed 
his coffee time at NAPA or 
the Prospector.  Coffee time is 
where he solved all the world’s 
problems, resulting in having 
to put on hip waders when it 
started to get too deep.

Willie Stender loved his 
grandkids and great grand-
kids more than anything in 

this world. He was known for 
hiding crackers, candies and 
other odd and ends in his shirt 
pockets for them to find. He 
loved celebrating birthdays 
and holidays so he could watch 
the joy on the kids’ faces. 
Camping and fishing were 
always a favorite for Willie to 
do with the family. There will 
be many friends, family and 
community members that are 
going to miss this incredible 
man.

Willie was preceded in 
death by his parents, William 
and Marie Stender, sister and 
brother-in-law MaryAnne and 
Bill Appel, in-laws Richard 
and Rosetta Blecha, and neph-
ew Larry Appel.

Willie is survived by his 
wife LaRae Stender, sister Shir-
ley (Richard) Stone, brother-
in-law and sister-in-law Lee 
and Donna Blecha, sons: Mike 
(Linda) Stender, Steve (Kali) 
Stender, grandchildren: Bill 
(Chrissy) Stender, Russ (Char-
li) Stender, Shane (Naomi) 
Stender, Tymbre Stender, Ty 
(Anna) Stender, great grand-
children: (Wyatt, Kael, Nate, 
Johnathan, Jacob, McKinley, 
Mia), and numerous nieces 
and nephews. 

A Memorial Service will be 
held at a later date.

 All Memorials may be sent 
to the Sheridan Volunteer Fire 
Department or Ruby Valley 
Hospital in his memory.

Dear Editor,

What those juveniles did to the fish hatchery made me sick and I`m so glad they caught them. You know serial killers start out abusing and 
killing small animals. God help us.

Susan Mullen
Alder, Montana

Glad they were caught

Snowpack information provided by NRCS.
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Sheridan Library hosts Holiday Panel Discussion
Submitted by 
WILLIAM TALBOTT

The Friends of the Sher-
idan Library will present a 
panel discussion, “Celebrate! 
Christmas in the Ruby Valley” 
on Sunday, Dec. 8, 5 p.m.at the 
Sheridan Library.

Have you ever wondered 
how we celebrated the holi-
days in “olden times?”  In a 
much-requested follow-up 
to our popular “Growing Up 
in the Ruby Valley” panel 
discussion, the library will 
bring together another group 
of “Old-Timers” and other 
Distinguished Citizens to talk 
about Christmas, New Year 
and other holiday celebra-
tions, as well as various winter 
activities in the Ruby Valley.  
Bring your memories and your 
questions to ask the panel!

On a related subject, the 

Library is looking for photo-
graphs of Christmas and other 
holiday celebrations  for our 
archive collection.

We especially would like 
pictures of Town celebra-
tions (such as theTown Trees, 
Santas, fireworks, parades or 
strolls), decorated businesses 
or neighborhoods, and winter 
activities—skating, sledding, 
snowmen, snowballs—the 
older the better!

For more information, con-
tact Bill Talbott at the library, 
842-5770.

Sheridan’s Main Street 
Sheridan in winter, c. 1905. 

COURTESY SHERIDAN 
LIBRARY ARCHIVES

Facts about Alcoholics Anonymous (A.A.)
Submitted by
PUBLIC INFORMATION 
COMMITTEE MEMBER

The Preamble of Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

Alcoholics Anonymous is a 
fellowship of men and women 
who share their experience, 
strength and hope with each 
other that they may solve 
their common problem and 
help others to recover from 
alcoholism. 

The only requirement for 
membership is a desire to stop 

drinking. There are no dues or 
fees for A.A. membership; we 
are self-supporting through 
our own contributions. 

A.A. is not allied with any 
sect, denomination, politics, 
organization or institution; 
does not wish to engage in any 
controversy, neither endorses 
nor opposes any causes. 

Our primary purpose is to 
stay sober and help other alco-
holics to achieve sobriety. 
Copyright© The A.A. Grapevine, Inc.; 

Reprinted with permission 

What A.A. does 
Nonalcoholic guests are 

welcome at “open” A.A. meet-
ings. Attendance at “closed” 
meetings is limited to those 
who are alcoholic or think 
they may have a drinking 
problem. 

At meetings A.A. members 
share their recovery experi-
ence with anyone seeking help 
with a drinking problem, and 
give person-to-person services 
or “sponsorship” to the alco-
holics coming to A.A. 

The A.A. program, as set 

forth in the Twelve Steps to 
recovery, offers the alcoholic 
an opportunity to develop a 
satisfying way of life free from 
alcohol. 

What A.A. does NOT do 
1. Make medical or psychi-

atric diagnoses or prognoses, 
or offer advice. 2. Provide 
detox or nursing services, hos-
pitalization, drugs, housing, 
jobs, money 

or other welfare services. 
3. Accept any money for its 
services or contributions from 

outside sources. 4. Provide 
letters of reference to pa-
role boards, lawyers, court 
officials, social agencies, 
employers, etc. 5. Engage in or 
support education, research, 
or professional treatment. 

Our recovery is based 
on sharing our experience, 
strength and hope with each 
other, that we may solve our 
common problem; more 
importantly, our continued 
sobriety depends upon helping 
others to recover from alco-
holism. 

Twin Bridges High 
School Honor Roll
1st quarter 2019-2020

SENIORS

Shayna Brunet

Lydia Harbor

Kiki Kelly

Brooke Mehlhoff

Isaiah Redfield

Dante’ Salerno

Rob Dale

Avery George

Aaron Grabil

Ashleigh Guinnane

Trystan Harmon

Jake Hughes

Nate Konen

Kenna Millhouse

Bryce Nye

CJ Wayland

JUNIORS

Axton Anderson 

Bonnie Humbert 

Tabitha Orrin

Hunter Sager

Carl Shaw

Hadley Johnson 

Matthew Kaiser 

Charlie Kruer 

Will Morris 

Delilah Puckett 

Kyie Salerno 

Tate Smith 

Bailey Stockett 

SOPHOMORES

Addy Baker 

Zane Carter 

Chase Fitzpatrick 

Riky Puckett 

Taylor Smith 

Landen Wentzel 

Pablo Babcock 

Jasmine Banks 

Kara Dale 

Kate Fisher 

Christopher Fraser 

Lilly Grabil 

Morgan Hendrickson 

Sam Konen 

Hailey Pack 

Tyler Pancost 

Francesca Pollorena 

Lexie Stockett 

Mhanon Sullivan 

Ethan Wayland 

FRESHMEN

Emma Fisher 

Ellen Humbert 

Leah Carter 

Ian Frederick 

Reid Johnson 

Callie Kaiser 

Connor Nye 

Zeke Redfield 

Millie Reynolds 

McKenzie Stack 

Wiley Stockett 

Ruby Waller
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(406) 682-3363  |  105 E MAIN STREET ENNIS, MT 59729  |   WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

“You don’t just buy a property 
in Montana, you purchase a lifestyle”

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  R a n c h  & 
R e c R e a t i o n a l 
R e a l  e s ta t e 

41 RAINBOW 
LOOP DRIVE

MLS #330102

SOLD

22 HAYFIELD 
LOOP TRAIL
MLS #331041

SOLD

5 CEDAR 
COURT

MLS #340073

SOLD

113 STEFFENS 
STREET

MLS #334936

SOLD

107 DRY 
CREEK TRAIL
MLS #332055

SOLD

13 TWO 
BUMPS ROAD
MLS #315981

SOLD

Kristie
Vessey

Sales Associate 
(406) 580-1842

Kristie
Vessey

Sales Associate 
(406) 580-1842

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!
Call us at 406-682-5001 
“We Give Where We Live” ™
BBiillll  MMeerrcceerr,,  BBrrookkeerr//OOwwnneerr
QQuuiinnnn  DDiiaammoonndd,,  OOwwnneerr//OOfffificcee  MMaannaaggeerr
RREE//MMAAXX  MMoouunnttaaiinn  PPrrooppeerrttyy

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

Let’s get Merry!
 Come see us during the Christmas Come see us during the Christmas 
Stroll this Friday, December 6!Stroll this Friday, December 6!
There will be goodie bags for There will be goodie bags for 
the kids, coffee, cookies, cocoa the kids, coffee, cookies, cocoa 
caramels and clementines!caramels and clementines!

Arts & Entertainment

Ennis ringers
A newly formed bell choir

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

In preparation for their 
first performances, 
the Ennis Ringers 

increased rehearsals to twice a 
week in November. 

The eight-member choir 
formed in August. They usual-
ly meet Monday afternoons to 
practice at the Madison Valley 
Presbyterian Church.

The Ennis Ringers are not 
affiliated with any church, but 
the MVPC provides rehearsal 
space in respect to the bells’ 
donor, Pat Dickensheets. She 
played her final concert as a 
handbell soloist at the MVPC 
in Ennis.

Due to illness sidelining 
the Bozeman handbell solo-

ist, Dickensheets donated her 
two-and-a-half octaves of bells 
with accessories to the church 
earlier this year.

“Member Roberta McKay 
envisioned a civic handbell 
group where all interested

ringers were welcome,” 
Ennis Ringers Director Jan 
Thomas said.

The Ennis Ringers per-
formed their first holiday show 
at the Madison Valley Manor 
Dec. 2. 

They will perform on the 
balcony inside of the Madison 
Valley Bank from 3 p.m. – 4 
p.m. during the Christmas 
Stroll Dec. 6. To show their ap-
preciation, the Ennis Ringers 
will perform at during the 11 
a.m. service Dec. 8.

The newly formed Ennis Ringers from left: Jan Beekman, Pearl 
Kilman,  Kathy Olkowski, Roberta McKay, Martha Klaumann, 

Judy Herrick, Sandi Pfau, Jayne Welton, Jan Thomas. 
PHOTO COURTESY JAN THOMAS
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SPORTS PRIMER
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

TRANSITION TEAM 
WITH POTENTIAL
The Mustangs girls’ 
basketball team

Ennis girls’ basketball 
returns to the court as 
an athletic team with 

less experience than in recent 
past years. 

The Mustangs have lost 10 
girls from graduating class-
es within two years. The four 
returning varsity players are ju-
niors and sophomores, including 
two, second team all-conference 
selections Jenna Snider and 
Landri Paladichuk.

Snider, a starting point 
guard, is prepared for the 2019-
2020 season. Her experience 
could potentially lead this team 
to success in the District 12C 
conference. Landri, a starting 
shooting guard, was another 
strong player last season as a 
sophomore. As a junior, she will 
continue to be a contributor to 
the Mustangs. 

The two returning sopho-
mores, Shae Lovett and Shelbey 
Klein, had valuable time on 
the court last season and are 
expected to contribute more this 
season.

A new face on the varsity 
team, Ennis High School senior 
Kennedy Davies, has shown 
promise in practice. She does not 
have much experience but the 
head coach, Jordan Overstreet, 
expects Davies to have a good 
season. 

“I’m excited to see our 
growth as a team from the 
beginning of the season to the 
end,” Overstreet said. “With 
how hard these girls have been 
working, I look for us to be a 
tough team to beat by the end of 
the season.”

Defense remains strong on 
this team, but the Mustangs’ 
inexperience could occur in 
the offense. With a strong point 
guard setting shooters up for 
success, the Mustangs could eas-
ily undertake the challenge.

Overstreet would like to 
see the girls push the ball and 
take advantage of easy points in 
transition.

“I feel we have an athletic 
team and we need to really use 
that and play fast,” Overstreet 
said.

The Mustangs will tip off the 
season against conference com-
petitor, the Lima Bears, at home 
Tuesday, Dec. 10.

A YOUNG TEAM
The Mustangs boys’ 
basketball team

Five varsity players 
return to Ennis’ boys 
basketball team as 

juniors and sophomores. 
The young team will have 

to work hard this season to 
overcome a lack of experience on 
the court. But a few players will 
lead the season for the Mustangs, 
including second team all-con-
ference selection, Ian Swanson. 

Swanson, point guard and a 
junior at Ennis, distributes the 
ball well and is a consistent scor-
er for the Mustangs. Sophomore 
shooting guard, Brand Ostler is 
expected to be another contrib-
utor to the team. Ostler makes 
baskets and recognizes opportu-
nities on the floor well. 

“You never have to worry 
about effort with either player,” 
Ennis Head Coach, Jared Smith-
son said.

Smithson wants his team to 
give more effort than their oppo-
nents no matter the outcome of 
the game. He sees a lot of poten-

tial in the boys and is excited to 
watch their transformation and 
progress throughout the season. 

The team’s only senior is 
not among the varsity players 
returning to the Mustangs. The 
other three players who have 
returned are Jarret Jenkins and 
Cordell Severeid, both juniors, 
and Jaxson Kloote, a sophomore. 

Ennis will begin its basket-
ball season against the Lima 
Bears on Mustangs’ territory at 7 
p.m. Dec. 10. 

NEW SEASON, NEW 
COACH
The Panthers boys’ 
basketball team

A new coach, Ben 
Holland, will lead the 
Sheridan High School 

boys’ basketball team for the 
2019-2020 season. 

Six players return to the 
court for the Panthers, includ-
ing senior point guard, Jadon 
Chilsholm, senior forward, Cade 
McParland and junior point 
guard, Hartson VanHouten. 

Sheridan High School had a 
good number of students come 
out for basketball this year. The 
Panthers will rely on the three 
retuning upperclassmen for 
their varsity experience. Only 
one starter, from last year’s 2-17 
season, returns to the team. But 
all returning varsity players 
return with significant playing 
time, which offers more help in 
bringing the newcomers up to 
speed.

“Those new faces have a lot 
to bring to the table, so getting 
them up to speed should be less 
of a challenge,” Holland said.

Several junior varsity players 
from last year, whose progress 
has earned them a spot on the 

varsity team, fill new roles as 
potential contributors to the 
Panthers’ success on the court.

Holland wants to see this 
team dominate its opponents in 
the things within their control 
like effort, fundamentals, inten-
sity and GPA.

“We do have experience, but 
we also have inexperience. That 
will lead to challenges as the 
season goes on,” Holland said.  
“I do believe we have the guys to 
overcome those challenges.”

The Panthers will tip off the 
season against the Lone Peak Big 
Horns at Absarokee Saturday, 
Dec. 14.

RETURN OF THE 
PANTHERS
Sheridan girls’ 
basketball team

Eleven She-Panthers 
return to the court for 
the 2019-2020 basket-

ball season. Twelve, counting 
Head Coach, Emily Pierson. 

This Panthers team has po-
tential to be a threat in the Dis-
trict 12C conference. They have 
an abundance of experience, 
including Sheridan High School 
junior and second team all-con-
ference center, Desaray Tipton. 
Tipton will likely remain a solid 
scorer and consistent contributor 
for the Panthers.

She is in good company 
with fellow upperclassmen Tia 
Hill, Grace Larsen, Madison 
Fable, Mackenzee Fable and 
Elizabeth Hamilton returning as 
well. Hill’s speed and defensive 
presence as a shooting guard on 
the court makes her a valuable 
player. Madison Fable distributes 
the ball well as the Panther’s 
senior point guard and like her 
younger sister, Mackenzee Fable, 

she plays quick and aggressively. 
The sophomore class brings 

value and experience to the team 
as well. Forward Jorien VerHow 
is a consistent defensive player 
around the net. As a couple of 
top shooters for the Panthers, 
Brooke Grow and Faith Larsen 
also contribute to defending 
the perimeter with Hill and the 
Fable sisters.

Maintaining possession and 
not fouling, will be an obstacle 
this team will have to overcome 
for steady success. But the team 
has grown from last year’s 4-15 
season record.

Pierson wants the team to 
have endurance, playing quick, 
full court defense better than 
their opponents for the entirety 
of the game, and to capitalize on 
scoring opportunities. 

“The girls dedicated a lot of 
time in the gym this summer 
and improved greatly in various 
aspects of the game,” Pierson 
said. “I’m looking forward to 
seeing that pay off and the girls 
are excited to compete.”

The Panthers’ first game will 
be against the Robert Rockets at 
Lone Peak High School Saturday, 
Dec. 7.

FALCON FORCE
Twin Bridges’ boys 
basketball team

Twin Bridges will likely 
to be a major competi-
tor in the District 12C 

conference.
Last basketball season for 

the Falcons ended in intensity. 
They fell to the Arlee Warriors in 
the final seconds of Divisionals. 
Eight players from that success-
ful 24 - 2 season return to the 
court.

Bryce Nye and Nate Konen, 

seniors at Twin Bridges, return 
to the team as 2019 all state 
selections and will be forces to 
play against. Nye has earned 
a reputation as one of the best 
guards in area, arguably the 
state, offensively and defensively. 
He has been contributing to Fal-
cons basketball as a starter since 
he was a freshman. Head Coach 
Josh Keller believes Nye has the 
experience and leadership skills 
to lead this team.  

“Nate Konen is just an all-
around tough kid,” Keller said. 

Konen’s contribution to 
the team will shine n the score 
board.

Returning Twin Bridges’ 
senior, Jake Hughes, is injured 
but is expected to be healthy for 
tournament time. He consistent-
ly makes baskets and has earned 
many points for the Falcons.

“Great kid to coach, Jake is 
always doing the right thing,” 
Keller said.

Standing at almost six-foot-
seven, Charlie Kruer returns 
to the team as a junior. He had 
a remarkable off season in the 
weight room and on the court. 
Kruer drains three pointers like 
nobody’s business. 

“I think we will see some big 
offensive numbers by Charlie 
this year,” Keller said.  

Matt Kaiser, Tate Smith 
and Axton Anderson are the 
other returning juniors. All have 
improved over the summer and 
have strengths to offer the team. 
Kaiser is a strong rebounder and 
three pointer, and Smith’s athlet-
icism makes him a diverse player.

Keller is excited to see how 
high this team can jump in the 
Class C conference.

“I think they are going to 
just be a fun team to watch and 
coach,” Keller said. “We need to 
get and stay healthy. Grind out 
the season and see where we can 
go from there.”

As of press time, we had not received information from the Twin Bridges Lady Falcons or either of the Harrison Wildcats basketball teams. Check in next week’s edition to learn more.
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Variable clouds with snow 
showers. High 34F. Winds SW at 5 
to 10 mph. Chance of snow 40%. 
Snow accumulations less than 
one inch.

“There are 
moments when 
all anxiety and 
stated toil are 
becalmed in the 
infinite leisure 
and repose of 
nature.”

- Henry David Thoreau

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Variable clouds with snow 
showers. High 34F. Winds SW at 5 
to 10 mph. Chance of snow 40%. 
Snow accumulations less than 
one inch.

Mostly cloudy. High 36F. Winds 
SSW at 5 to 10 mph.

Intervals of clouds and sunshine in 
the morning with more clouds for 
later in the day. High 37F. Winds 
SSW at 5 to 10 mph.

Partly cloudy skies. High around 
35F. Winds light and variable.

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

dark

get
d o n’t

l e f t
in the

read public notices
w w w . M o n t a n a P u b l i c N o t i c e s . c o m

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Where Eastern Medicine 
Meets The West.

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

Call 406-682-7755 or email 
ads@madisoniannews.com 

for more information.

Amanda Beedy Morrison
Licensed cLinicaL ProfessionaL counseLor 
LCPC, LAC, NCC

Struggling with relationships, winter 
blues, self-care or your inner critic? 

AvAilAble openings for Adults. 

LONE ELK MALL | Main Building, Upstairs-2C
Cell: (406) 579-2341
Email: amandabeedymorrison@gmail.com
Find me on: www.psychologytoday.com

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Christensen
R e n t a l s , L L C

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 12pm 
and return Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

406-581-3531 (cell) or 406-682-7236 (office)
P.O. Box 63 - Ennis, Montana 

bid@3rivers.net

CROY
construction

Licensed - Insured - Professional
 Custom Homes - Residential  - Commercial

Gary Croy 
 owner

Ennis Chamber
Business After Hours

December 5th  5 - 7 p.m.
Fan Mountain Inn Lobby

hosted by:
Fan Mountain Inn 

3Rivers Communication
Pic-A-Nic Basket

Come Celebrate a Holiday BAH & 
Welcome the new owners 

of Fan Mountain Inn!
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(Left): In 1923, the tree pictured here was named the ‘National 
Christmas Tree.’ PHOTO FROM NATIONALCHRISTMASTREE.ORG 

(Bottom left): The Lutz spruce from the Chugach National Forest 
near Seward, Alaska was chosen as the Capitol Christmas Tree in 
2015. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE US FOREST SERVICE 

(Bottom right): In 2008, the National Tree was 50% more energy-ef-
ficient than the 2007 tree. PHOTO FROM NATIONALCHRISTMASTREE.
ORG

tree traditions
Alder’s connection to the National Christmas TreeAlder’s connection to the National Christmas Tree

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com 

Christmas Trees at the 
White House have a 
lengthy history that has 

changed with the times. Current-
ly, a rotation of states supplies 
the annual tree, and one year a 
former Alder resident chopped 
down the tree meant for the 
Capitol Building.

The tradition of designat-
ing trees for the White House 
Lighting Ceremony dates back 
to 1923 and President Calvin 
Coolidge. A 48-foot fir tree was 
adorned with 2,500 red, white 
and green lights and lit as a local 
choir sang and a Marine Band 
played. Through war and peace, 
this tradition endured. 

According to the National 
Christmas Tree Lighting website, 
President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt never missed giving a 
Christmas Eve message through 
radio waves. In 1934, one of his 
presidential years, two Fraiser Fir 
trees were planted on opposite 
sides of the Jackson Statue to 

serve as National Christmas 
Trees in alternating years. They 
prospered until 1978.

For four years as World War 
II dragged on, the National 
Christmas Tree did not illumi-
nate the White House lawns. In 
1945 as the war ended, it was 
finally relit. “This is the Christ-
mas that a war-weary world has 
prayed for through the long and 
awful years. With peace come joy 
and gladness. The gloom of the 
war years faded as once more we 
light the National Community 
Christmas Tree,” President Harry 
Truman said.

As with most traditions, 
the passing of time led to more 
grandeur. In 1954, the singu-
lar lighting day stretched into 
a three-week celebration. A 
‘Pathway of Peace’ was con-
structed and lined with trees 
from all states, territories and the 
District of Colombia. The trees 
themselves transformed with the 
times as children started to help 
with the lighting process and 
energy efficient measures were 
incorporated in 2007.

Montana trees had moments 
in the spotlight, first in 1958 
during the Cold War, again in 
1989 as the Berlin Wall fell and 
later in 2017. The 1989 tree 
from the Bitterroot Forest was 
the tallest at that point at 78 feet 
and paraded through Montana 
before leaving for DC. “This tall 
tree stands as a tall symbol of 
freedom, democracy and peace,” 
Sen. Max Baucus said at the 
lighting.

While the 2015 tree did not 
come from Montana, it had roots 
in Alder. Ed and Judi Osborn 
live in Alder and have two sons, 
Jon who lives in Virginia City 
and serves on the city council 
and Dan who currently lives in 
Alaska. 

Dan went to elementary 
school in Alder and high school 
in Sheridan before attending 
the University of Montana in 
Missoula. He worked with the 
Madison Ranger District in 
Ennis his first year out of high 
school, preluding his career in 
fire management. Now, working 
with the Seward Ranger District 

in Alaska, he conducts chainsaw 
classes as a component of his 
job and, as his father put it, was 
one of the better sawmen on the 
team.

“It was kind of a feather in 
his cap, so to speak,” Ed Os-
born said. Dan was given the 
honor of cutting down the 2015 
National Christmas Tree from 
the Chugach Forest. This varietal 
of spruce tree was native to 
south-central Alaska and only 
grew in that part of the state. 
It was displayed at the Capitol 
Building and decorated to com-
memorate the National Parks 
Service centennial.

“We watched him on TV cut 
the tree down,” Ed said. Ed and 
Judi were able to see the tree in 
Bozeman before it was trans-
ported to DC. This was the first 
time a tree had come from the 
noncontiguous United States and 
also the first time a barge was 
necessary for transport.

“It was fun to watch on the 
news when you knew it was 
his tree,” Mary Jo Smail, Alder 
resident, said.



N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 12/6

SAT 12/7

SUN 12/8

KATIE HALL
COUNTRY FOLK
 DAVE PROVOST
ORIGINAL AMERICANA

TODD GREEN
ACOUSTIC ECLECTIC

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
midway (PG-13)midway (PG-13)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
 Harriet (PG13), Ford vs. Ferrari (PG-13), Frozen II (PG)

PHOTO BY DAVE DIXON

MONDAYS 

2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

11 a.m.
Second Tuesday of Every 
Month, Cardiac Support 
Group
Heart to Heart meets at the 
Ennis Public Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is a 
training session. 

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels 
- Two Tables at the Pony 
School.

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 

Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 
Madison County Library 
community room. 

10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library.

11 a.m.
Baby Bistro, 
Ennis
First and third Wednesday 
of the month at the Madison 
Valley Public Library

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

2 p.m.
Knitting Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. On the second 
Thursday of the month, meet 
at the Ruby Valley Brewery. 

7 p.m. 
First and Third Thursday of 
Every Month
Movie at Sheridan Public 
Library

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, 
Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SUNDAY

2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

1:30 p.m. 
Second Sunday of Every 
Month
Sheridan Book Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 
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If you would like to post an event 
on our events website, 

outpostevents.net

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4
3:30 p.m.

Happy Holidays! Twin Bridges 
Christmas Stroll

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5
5 p.m.

Arts Night by Ennis Institute of the Arts 
Visual arts, dancing and live 

performances by our local young 
artists. Ennis Elementary Gym.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6
 3 p.m.- 8 p.m.

Ennis Christmas Stroll 
The Lions Club Park by the Madison 

River will be lit for the holiday season. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6
3 p.m.

Meet Kathleen Williams, Candidate for 
U.S. House

Come ask questions to and learn 
about one of eight candidates running 
for Montana’s Representative. At fire 

station #1, 5037 US HWY 287.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
1:30 p.m.

Climate Change Discussion
A community discussion with Reilly 

Neill about the effects of climate 
change in Montana at the Thompson-
Hickman Library in Virginia City. RSVP 

to reprneill@gmail.com.

11 p.m.
Last Day for Supportive Housing 

Survey Responses
The survey can be taken online, at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CXSSN3H.  Or, hard copy survey 

forms are available at local libraries 
and medical center reception areas.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
5 p.m.

Christmas in the Ruby Valley
A discussion panel at the Sheridan 

Public Library. 

4 p.m.
Ladies Night

Shedhorn Sports. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10
6 p.m.

American Legion Post 89 Meeting
At the Post Building (217 Main St.) in 
Sheridan. All Veterans are welcomed 

to attend.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
Noon 

Brown Bag Lunch with Debbie 
Bowman Shea

The presentation will run about an 
hour at the Butte Archives. Guests are 

encouraged to bring a sack lunch. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12
1 p.m.

Madison Valley Book Club
Discussion on the novel Brooklyn by 

Colm Toibin at the Madison Valley 
Public Library.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13
5:30 p.m.

Sheridan Christmas Stroll
Bring out your Christmas cheer and 

celebrate in downtown Sheridan. Open 
Mic at Shovel & Spoon 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 13 AND  14

5:30 p.m.
Splendid Feast

A gathering of hearty souls, culinary 
delights, and holiday cheer in a most 

spectacular setting at the Elling House 
Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia 

City. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
10 a.m.

Madison County Democrats Meeting
At the Thompson-Hickman library in 

Virginia City. 

3 p.m.
Virginia City Christmas Stroll

Santa, goodies, vendors, ornament 
making and tree lighting! Finished off 

with a chili cook-off at The Pioneer Bar.

12:30 p.m.
The History Association Christmas 

Potluck
At the Trinity Church in Jeffers. People 

with the last name starting with A-G 
bring a salad, H-N bring dessert and 
O-Z bring side dish that goes with 

turkey and ham.

6 p.m.
Community Christmas 

Variety Show
Performances to include Special Music 

and Play by children of various
ages at the Alder Community Center.

SUNNDAY, DECEMBER 15
1:30 p.m. at Sheridan Methodist 

Church
7 p.m. at Twin Bridges Church of the 

Valley
Ruby Valley chorale performs Peace 

Has Come, featuring children’s 
Christmas pageant. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 
Noon – 5 p.m.

Ennis Community Blood Drive
In the Madison Valley Medical 

Center’s conference room. Make your 
appointment with Judi Stonebraker at 

(406) 209.5706. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19
Noon

Mad Gals Christmas Luncheon 
Bring a gift to exchange. Bring a friend 

to the Alley Bistro. RSVP by 12/16. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19
6 p.m.

Christmas Party 
Christmas potluck with visit from 

Santa at the Bear Creek Schoolhouse 
in Cameron. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
1-3 p.m.

Skate with Santa
Virginia City Ice Rink 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23
Noon

Ruby Valley Giving Tree
Servicing Virginia City, Alder and 

Sheridan. Providing Christmas gifts for 
anyone in need.   Tags will be on tree 
at Opportunity Bank in Sheridan as 

requests are received.

& Holiday Sale  &

DECEMBER 14 & 15  8AM - 5PM
Gifts for kids to buy, $1 each!

Christmas shopping while parents shop!
Adults on site to help kids with their shopping!

Liquidating items from several buildings: tools to 
furniture, toys to baby items, new and nearly new. 

4H Building at Dillon Fairgrounds

Your partner in 
community.  

682-7755
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BE WELL

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

Would you like to 
advertise in our 

“BE WELL” 

section? Call us at 
682-7755 and we’ll 

help you out!

 

 

Myth: Vaccines are not 
proven to prevent the flu.

Fact: You are at least 60%
less likely to become infected
with the influenza virus after

vaccination.

Myth: The flu vaccine can
give me the flu.

Fact: The flu shot cannot
cause the flu because the
vaccine does not contain

any of the live virus.

Myth: My decision to get
a flu shot only affects me.
Fact: If you are sick with the

flu, there is a chance that
you may infect your family,
friends and co-workers.  If

ththey have been vaccinated,
their symptoms will be less
severe but they still won’t

appreciate your “gift”. 

Myth: I never get the flu
so I do not need a flu shot
Fact: No one is immune from

getting the flu.

Myth: I should wait to get
vaccinated so I’m covered

until the end of 
the season.

Fact: Get the flu vaccine as
soon as possible. It takes

2 2 weeks for the antibodies
to develop.

Myth: If you are pregnant,
you cannot get a flu shot.

Fact: Flu shots are a safe
way to protect a mother
and unborn baby from

serious illness and
ccomplications of flu. The

vaccination also helps
protect the baby from the

flu for up to 6 months.

5 ways for healthcare providers to build 
a fortress against cyber threats

The surgeon you 
can talk to about:

Dr. Nicholas Fromm isn’t just a great  
general surgeon, he’s also great to 
talk to. Dr. Fromm is friendly, non-
judgmental, and at ease with being 
asked anything. He performs a wide 
range of procedures here at Barrett 
Hospital & HealthCare, and is ready 
to start the conversation that will get 
you on your path to your best health. 
Whether you’ve been putting off a 
colonoscopy, are wary of getting 
a hernia repaired, or aren’t 
sure where to start with your 
gallbladder problems,  
Dr. Fromm is here to talk  
to you. 

 relief from hernia
 a colonoscopy
 Endoscopies
 Gallbladder problems
 anything

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

Make an appointment with Dr. Fromm today. 
Call 406-683-1188 or visit barretthospital.org for more information.  

Submitted by 
TERRY STANTON 
newsandexperts.com

 

The healthcare indus-
try has yet to find 
a cure for cyber-

attacks. Housing personal 
health data, all kinds of pro-
viders are vulnerable targets 
of hackers and patient care 
can be  put at great risk.

 News of breaches in 
healthcare computer systems 
is a regular occurrence. Over 
100,000 medical records were 
recently leaked as a result of 
a data breach at a Montana 
hospital. And research this 
year showed an upsurge in 
malware attacks on healthcare 
providers. Phishing messages, 
a means of malware delivery 
via email, have been found 
to come in the form of alerts 
from the US Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). 

 As cyberattacks become 
more sophisticated and 
widespread, the need for 
adequately securing computer 
networks at hospitals and all 
medical facilities has never 
been greater, says Alex Zlatin, 
CEO of Maxim Software Sys-
tems (alexzlatin.com).

 “The costs of cyberattacks 
for healthcare providers can 
be enormous,” Zlatin says, 
“but how hackers can literally 
stop facilities from function-
ing and keep patients from 
getting care and medication 

should get everyone’s atten-
tion. 

“It’s all about prevention, 
and for many providers, being 
secure as possible will involve 
a retooling and re-thinking 
of how they approach cyber-
security from the human and 
technological standpoints.”

 Zlatin provides five tips 
for healthcare providers to 
better protect against cyberse-
curity threats:  

• Educate employees 
about phishing attacks. 
Many breaches start with hu-
man error. Employees make 
the mistake of responding 
to an email, link or website 
designed by hackers to access 
private information. “Email 
is a popular phishing tech-
nique,” Zlatin says. “The best 
ways to prevent them from 
doing damage are to educate 
your employees on what sus-
picious emails look like and to 
use strong email spam filters. 
Also, your software should 
automatically scan any links 
or attachments. This prevents 
new or unrecognizable URLs 
from sneaking past company 
safeguards.”

• Beware of ransomware. 
Ransomware has been a big 
menace to the healthcare 
industry, holding data for 
ransom, paralyzing facilities 
and putting patients at risk. 
Zlatin says the first step in 
dealing with ransomware 
is backing up your system, 
ideally with a cloud backup 

to protect data. “Failure to do 
backup can cause irreparable 
damage,” he says. “And while 
hackers continually find ways 
to infiltrate, your security 

software should contain the 
most updated anti-malware 
and anti-ransomware pro-
tection. When a ransomware 
attack occurs, the first thing 
employees should do is con-
tact their IT team — not try 
to resolve it themselves.”

• Have a top-down secu-
rity program. There can be a 
disconnect and gaps in cyber 
security procedures when a 
medical facility’s security staff 
and IT team don’t overlap. 
“Including cybersecurity 
duties at a managerial level, 
perhaps even as an executive 
position, can ensure that 
correct initiatives are creat-
ed, launched, and enforced, 
and that funding for security 
initiatives is available,” Zlatin 
says. “This also helps enforce 
regular risk assessment, which 
should be part of any health-
care provider’s cybersecurity 
threat program.”

• Make sure vendors have 
protection. The Healthcare 
Industry Cybersecurity Task 

Force, which was established 
by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
and the Department of Home-
land Security, warned pro-
viders about areas of security 
vulnerability in the supply 
chain. “Vendors should take 
the proper steps to detect 
threats,” Zlatin says. “They in-
clude all healthcare business 
partners, such as insurance 
companies and infrastructure 
providers, all of whom should 
have good security records 
and be able to protect medical 
information. It’s especially 
important for organizations 
that outsource IT personnel 
from third-party vendors.”

• Update passwords often. 
“Using the same passwords 
for most platforms is a big 
mistake,” Zlatin says. “It 
increases vulnerabilities. 
If a criminal discovers one 
password used for several ac-
counts, it leads to a disastrous 
theft of data. So, have employ-
ees generate new passwords 

periodically and not get stuck 
on convenience.”

 “Too often, many health-
care facilities aren’t vigilant 
enough about defending 
their medical records securi-
ty,” Zlatin says. “Healthcare 
providers face a constant 
threat that requires constant 
vigilance because they and 
their patients have too much 
to lose.”

 
About Alex Zlatin

 Alex Zlatin, author of 
the book Responsible Den-
tal Ownership (alexzlatin.
com), had more than 10 years 
of management experience 
before he accepted the posi-
tion of CEO of dental prac-
tice management company 
Maxim Software Systems. He 
earned his MBA at Edinburgh 
Business School and a B.Sc. in 
Technology Management at 
HIT in Israel.

His company helps strug-
gling dental professionals take 
control of their practices and 
reach the next level of success 
with responsible leadership 
strategies.

© Can Stock Photo Inc.
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COMMODITY INSITE: WHEN PSYCHOLOGY CHANGES  by Jerry Welch

Frequently, several times 
a week actually, I post arti-
cles on Inside Futures.com re-
garding the Big Four: stocks, 
bonds, currencies and com-
modities. A week ago I posted 
an article entitled, “Two Sound 
Bites Today”, where I posed 
this question: “How fast can a 
commodity change a trend?” 
But I should have asked, “How 
fast can any market change a 
trend? My column this week 
will touch on the latter not the 
former question.

In the article from Inside 
Futures.com, I stated the fol-
lowing. ”Three days ago, cof-
fee futures hit a 13 day low. 
Today, coffee futures are at a 
new, four month high! Be care-
ful being short commodities, 
here “in the hole.” Be careful!” 
And this week, coffee hit an 11 
month high. The point I am 
making is when the psychology 

of a market suddenly changes 
from bearish to bullish (or vice 
versa) price trends change just 
as quickly. It now seems the 
psychology and price trend for 
coffee has changed to that of a 
bull after working lower since 
the fall of 2016.

However, I also argue the 
market psychology for most 
all paper markets, stocks, 
bonds and the dollar have been 
skewed to the buy side of the 
ledger for an unusually long 
period. Since the trade war be-
gan 20 months ago, being long 
paper markets has done well 
because, “if you were not long, 
you were wrong.”

This year, with a month to 
go before the calendar reads 
2020, being long commodities 
or hard assets has been the very 
opposite. And most all analysts 
believe the same scenario will 
be seen in the New Year just as 

it was in 2019. It will be a year 
where paper markets do well 
and commodities do not do so 
well.

Still, history shows clearly 
that a market can change trend 
rapidly when it is weighed too 
heavily on the short (or long) 
side of the ledger. With that 
thought in mind, allow me to 
recap what unfolded this week 
with the world’s best perform-
ing stock, ArtGo the mar-
ble-mining company listed on 
the Hong Kong Exchange that 
rose 3800% in 2019. Everyone 
was loaded up to the gills with 
long positions in ArtGo.

In one wild and crazy day 
this week, the market psychol-
ogy for ArtGo changed from 
manic to depressive. From 
wildly bullish to wildly bear-
ish. The psychology changed 
overnight from, “Let me in!” 
to, “Get me out!”

From businessinsider.com; 
“ArtGo shares had formed 
what some experts viewed as a 
disconnect from the company’s 
fundamental performance. 
The share price hit 85 times 
the company’s revenue, higher 
than some of the world’s buzz-
iest tech companies. Marble 
prices haven’t jumped in 2019, 
and ArtGo’s revenue for the 
first half of the year was half 
that of the year-ago period. Yet 
shares soared through the sec-
ond half of the year.”

“The discrepancy led the 
activist investor David Webb 
to issue a “bubble warning” 
in September about ArtGo’s 
shares, The Journal reported. 
Webb also asked Hong Kong’s 
Securities and Futures Com-
mission to investigate the 
run-up.” And the day after 
that news article hit the wires, 
shares of ArtGo fell 98%, wip-

ing out $5.7 billion in market 
value. Yes, the world’s best per-
forming stock in 2019 that rose 
3800%, fell 98% overnight! 

Historically, such white 
knuckle declines on the Hong 
Kong exchange are not that 
unusual. On the same day that 
shares ArtGo were decimated, 
shares of Kasen International 
Holdings, a small-cap stock 
dropped 91% before trading 
was halted. The market psy-
chology for shares of both 
firms changed abruptly to say 
the least.

When market  psychology 
changes it is generally because 
the trade was “too crowded.” 
When a market becomes too 
crowded with bulls it is vul-
nerable to turning lower and at 
times, dramatically so. When a 
market becomes too crowded 
with bears, the same thing can 
happen on the upside. History 

shows that, “crowded trades” 
are fickle, subject to a change 
of direction in the blink of an 
eye and should be avoided. 

The market psychology to-
day is ice cold bearish com-
modities because of the trade 
with China. If the war ends, 
and it will, those pressing the 
short side of commodities will 
face an abrupt change of psy-
chology and quickly discover 
that a host of entrenched bear-
ish trends have morphed into 
newly emerging bull trends. 
And that means, ‘if you are 
not long, you will be wrong” 
when it comes to hard assets, 
or commodities. 

But for that to take place, a 
trade deal with China needs to 
be signed. Or, weather issues 
have to surface. In my view, 
this is no place to turn bearish 
hard assets. No place at all.

The lake was frozen over with a brand-new foot of snow.  The trapper’s horse held steady yet was 
stoked and set to go.  

Sol’s home was now on Staley Springs.  They’d started a new life.  He had three kids, all under 
eight, Maria was his wife.       

If coyotes wandered on the lake and came into his view; he’d trained his horse from birth to 
worth.  Sol’s horse knew what to do.    

The coyote came within their reach.  The trapper gave the cue.  Now, Tucker bolted to the lake.  
The coyote’s time was due.  

The predator was slowed way down.  From a foot of newborn snow.  While Tucker and the trap-
per were advancing, not too slow.

 The trapper saw the coyote stop, just ten feet up ahead.  The coyote’s time was running short.  His 
next hop, he’d be dead.  

Then Sol soon felt a sudden lunge as Tucker went down under.  They’d broken through the thin-
ner ice.  Now both were in the water.  

Sol knew too well their fate to be, and what a way to go.  They’d freeze to death in water.  Then 
sink ten feet below.

The thought of his Maria and the children made him cry.  How could they stay alive without a 
father’s watchful eye?

Sol thought he heard their Holstein cow.  Her bell gave her away.  Maria had been watching and 
showed up to save the day.  

Maria tossed a rope on Tucker, then to Sol she went.  She threw a rope and pulled him out.  Her 
Sol was dang near spent.  

Sol, Maria and their cow then pulled with all their might. They pulled poor Tucker from the hole, 
weak but still had fight.  

Maria took old Tucker and she put him in the shed.  She wiped him down, then made him warm, 
so glad he wasn’t dead.

She made it to the cabin and found Sol right by the fire.  She growled at him and firmly spoke.  
Her voice was filled with ire.

“The next time this old lake claims you, you’re going to feel the sting.  ‘Cuz, when I come to get 
you, it’ll be later in the spring.”

Coyote ChaseCoyote Chase

columns
Hollowtop Smoke Signals

By Art Kehler

Some 15 years ago, I worked 
in a school as the head custodian. 
As part of the many faceted job, 
I was responsible for operating 
a steam boiler and sampling the 
school’s water to ensure that it 
was safe to drink. In addition, I 
substitute taught and was a sub-
stitute bus driver. Needless to 
say, I was a busy man-- often too 
busy. 

To make matters worse, at the 
time, the school has no desig-
nated tech person. So, just about 
everyone (both staff and stu-
dents) was trying their hand at 
fixing contrary computers with 

less-than-desirable results. One 
day, the situation got so desper-
ate that a teacher asked me (the 
custodian) if I would look at 
her malfunctioning PC. Despite 
the fact that I tried my best not 
to let it be known, the lady had 
somehow discovered that I had 
a business degree. Nonetheless, 
because I was already pressed 
for time, I really didn’t want to 
accommodate her. However, she 
was insistent. 

As luck would have it, when 
I reached her classroom, no one 
was there. So, with the computer 
still running, I quickly reached 

down and unplugged it from the 
surge protector outlet.  Thus, I 
shut the machine down cold.  
Approximately 30 seconds later, 
I plugged it back in.

Impatiently, I listened as var-
ious whistles and beeps indicat-
ed the processor was realigning 
its files as it restarted. In just a 
few moments, the previously re-
bellious PC was running like a 
Swiss clock.  Sure, said method-
ology was strongly discouraged 
by computer manufacturers, but 
what the heck, it worked! Better 
yet, it had allowed me to finish 
the job quickly.

Just as I was leaving, the 
aforementioned teacher arrived 
back in her classroom. To say 
that she was pleased would be a 
monumental understatement. To 
the educator, it was as though I 
had performed a miraculous feat 
of technological wizardry. As she 
sang my praises, I modestly re-
plied— “I do what I can.” Word 
of my paranormal computer re-
pair skills spread throughout the 
school faster than a sonic boom. 
After secretly repeating the same 
process on several other mal-
functioning PCs, my newfound 
fame was such that I was dubbed 

--“The Computer Whisperer.” 
Regrettably, maintaining 

the computer system proved to 
be the most taxing part of my 
already taxing workload. Like 
many other schools, our com-
puters consisted of used PCs that 
were donated from various state 
and federal agencies (i.e.-BLM, 
Montana Department of Educa-
tion, etc.). As a result, I was re-
quired to work on many different 
makes of computers, of differing 
ages and with different operating 
systems.  Naturally, such a con-
glomeration led to a plethora of 
technical problems. 

In the end, the time require-
ments of my custodial duties at 
the school compelled me to step 
down as the tech man.  There 
simply weren’t enough hours 
in the day to do it all. Still, as I 
look back on things now, I have 
to chuckle when I think that 
unplugging a computer was all 
it took for me to become --“The 
Computer Whisperer.”

Art lives in Harrison, Mon-
tana.  His essays, stories, and 
poetry have been published in 
newspapers, journals, literary 
magazines, and on-line maga-
zines.

The computer whisperer
The story of how a custodian became a legendary tech man

The highlight of the Montana night sky in 
December is the alignment of Saturn, Venus and 
Jupiter as the month begins with Venus passing 
Saturn as the month progresses.  This planetary 
show changes dramatically during December 
with the departure of Jupiter from the evening 
sky before the middle of the month, followed by 
Saturn later in the month leaving brilliant Ve-
nus as the only planet visible in the evening sky.  
The morning sky features Mercury and Mars as 
the month begins with Mercury departing the 
morning sky by mid-month leaving Mars as the 
only planet visible in the morning sky for the 
rest of the month.

As December begins, Venus, Jupiter and Sat-
urn shine brightly in the evening sky.  As dark-
ness falls, brilliant Venus stands out first well 
above the southwestern horizon.  As the sky 
becomes a little darker, look for the Saturn to 
the upper left of Venus and Jupiter to the lower 
right of Venus.  Venus and Saturn pass close to 
each other on December 10 and 11.  Around that 
time, Jupiter becomes lost in the solar glare.  By 
Christmas, Saturn departs the evening sky as 
well.   Even as Jupiter and Saturn are lost from 
view, brilliant Venus dominates the night sky 
until it sets about an hour and three quarters 
after the Sun as the month begins and almost 
three hours after the Sun as the month and the 
year come to an end.  After Venus sets, there are 
no planets visible for several hours until Mars 
rises about 5 a.m. as the month begins and about 
4:50 a.m. by the end of the month.  During the 
first half of the month, Mars is joined by the 
innermost planet, speedy Mercury, which rises 
almost an hour after Mars as the month begins, 
but which is lost in the solar glare by the middle 
of the month.  

For meteor shower watchers, one of the 
year’s best showers, the Geminid Meteor Show-
er, peaks on the morning of December 14.  The 
shower is significantly washed out this year by 
the moon, which is full only three days earlier.  

To see at least the brightest of the meteors, in the 
hours between midnight and when the sky first 
begins to brighten toward dawn, turn with the 
moon to your back and look generally straight 
up.  Because of the great number of bright Gem-
inid meteors that occur during the shower, you 
may still be able to see more than 20 meteors per 
hours just by taking these steps.  

As for the moon, the moon is full on Decem-
ber 11.  The moon passes to the upper right of 
Mars on December 22 and to the lower left of 
Mars the next morning.  On December 27, the 
moon passes to the upper left of Saturn, which 
may be difficult to see with Saturn being locat-
ed well into the solar glare.  The next evening, 
there will be no difficulty seeing the moon pass 
just below brilliant Venus to provide a spectacu-
lar sight to close out the year.  

The Sun sets at its earliest time for the year 
on December 9 and arrives at the winter solstice 
at 9:19 p.m. on December 21, the shortest day 
of the year, when winter begins in the Northern 
Hemisphere.

Montana Night Sky
Highlights for december

Richard Stouffer is a life-long 
amateur astronomer and former 
member of Delaware Astronomical 
Society and National Capital 
Astronomers.

by richard stouffer
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Puzzle answers on B11

Sudoku

su
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
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ESTATE SALES

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

HELP WANTED

For Rent, Available November 
1:  professional office space in 
Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. Includes 
common area conference room, 

utilities, and other amenities. 
$285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Registered Nurse, PRN, (3) 
Licensed Practical Nurse Per 

Diem Clinic, (4) Certified 
Nurse Assistant, Per Diem, 

(5) Certified Medical 
Assistant Per Diem. We have 

a dynamic and supportive 
nursing team. Join us! Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844
Town Pump Match 

funds through November

SERVICES

HEY YOU!
The Madisonian in Ennis, 

Mont., is currently seeking 
a CIRCULATION MANAGER/

OFFICE ASSISTANT.
The position is responsible 

for delivery of our publications 
and assists with various office 

duties, as directed. He/she 
will ensure proper delivery of 
all of our publications, while 
growing our subscriptions 
and newsstand reach. This 

position also maintains office 
hours as necessary and 

assists his/her team members 
with varying tasks throughout 
the week. He/she is extremely 

dependable.
 The ideal candidate must be 
energetic and self-motivated 

with excellent communication, 
time management and 
problem solving skills. 

Must be computer literate, 
enjoy traveling throughout 

southwest Montana on varying 
road conditions, and be willing 

to assist the team with daily 
operations and the project(s) 
we’re working on at the time. 

Must have a valid driver’s 
license and clean driving 

record. Bending and frequent 
heavy lifting is required. 

PT /FT is negotiable for the 
right candidate.

To apply, contact Erin Leonard 
at 

eleonard@madisoniannews.com 
or stop in at 

65 N MT HWY 287 in Ennis.

LOST

Lost.
Hunting backpack, Dana Design. 

Lost at Raynold’s Pass bridge 
area. Black and purple camo 

cover. Please call 406-287-7992

HELP WANTED
If you’re looking for meaningful 

work, this may be the job for 
you! Seniors in the Ennis area 

need your help. Call Jon at Home 
Instead Senior Care at 406-922-
5060, or visit www.homeinstead.

com/751.

FOR SALE

1953 Plymo with 28,000 miles, 
original. Call 842-5321 for more 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

Small house for rent in Pony. 
Short or long term. Furnished. 

Loft sleeping. Kitchen and 
shower.

Call 685-3530

Our family taking 
care of your family
Join our team ASAP & 

have a rewarding career 
in the healthcare field!!

 
Dietary cook and 

aide position - 
Cooking & smiling

Residential Aide - 
No experience necessary, 
will train on site , flexible 

hours available.

Certified Nursing 
Assistants - 

Only a few spots left!
 

Madison Valley Manor
211 N Main st

Ennis , MT 59729
406-682-7271

FOR SALE

New/Like New: 
Oak roll top desk $650

Wine cabinet $100
Haney Bass guitar with stand/

strap 4160
Women’s cross country ski set up 
(boots size 9/10, poles, skis) $125

Hammond organ FREE
Text 406-579-8411

HOLIDAY SALE

HOLIDAY SALE
Saturday, December 7

Gail’s Songbird nest boxes (all 
original), bird books, wooden 

deer, wood crates, garnet jewelry. 
Call 406-579-8411

When the time comes to fill a po-
sition, who better to go to than the 
community that supports us? The 
Ennis Chamber of Commerce and 
adjoining visitors center is looking 

to fill the position of Executive 
Director!

Qualified applicants will be moti-
vated, self starters with exception-
al people and organizational skills, 
be able to work 35+ hours a week, 
and have a reasonable knowledge 
base or be willing to quickly learn 
of the Madison Valley, Ennis, and 

its business community. 
Duties include but are not limited 

to:
• Membership- It is a vital function 

of the Executive Director to pro-
mote and maintain the membership 

base of the Ennis Chamber of 
Commerce; including processing 

of new/existing memberships, 
frequent communication with 

membership base via email, phone, 
or in person visits; planning and 

executing the annual Membership 
Appreciation Banquet 

• Event Planning- Ennis Cham-
ber of Commerce hosts multiple 
events a year, including the Brew 
and Spirit Festival, 4th of July in 

Downtown Ennis, The Annual Fly 
Fishing Festival and much more. 
A working knowledge of event 
management is fundamental. 

• Office Management Skills- The 
Executive Director is responsible 

for all office duties, including 
answering/responding to phone 

calls, emails, and traditional mail 
requests, operating the adjoining 

visitors center, which can see up to 
25+ walk ins per week requesting 
business information, relocation 

information, etc. 
• Marketing Materials- The Execu-
tive Director oversees the creation 
and distribution of all Ennis area 
marketing materials, including 

brochures, posters, and event info 
online and in real-world advertis-

ing venues. 
• Proficient use of Microsoft Out-

look, Excel, and Intuit QuickBooks 
required

Qualified applicants will also be 
required to work some weekends, 
lift 35lbs, and have a valid Mon-

tana Drivers License and mode of 
personal transportation. College 

degree preferred but absolutely not 
required. 30k+/DOE + Ability for 

bonus
Please Forward all applications to 

Info@EnnisChamber.com

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755
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Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Dietary Aide/Cook-Part-time $14.45 to $18.16 hourly; 
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 

Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response; 
 Madison County Sheriff’s Office-Communications Officer, Virginia City-Full-time $17.24 to $21.22 hourly;  
 Public Health Department Registered Nurse, Virginia City-Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 Tobacco Prevention Specialist Madison County-Part-time, Temporary Grant funded $15.93 to $19.91 hourly; 
 Tobacco Prevention Specialist Beaverhead County-Part-time, Temporary Grant funded $15.93 to $19.91 hourly; and 
 Senior Shuttle Driver-Part-time, $10.65 to $13.31 hourly.  

 
Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 

Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  
                              (Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (12.04.19) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #260
Real Estate– Northwest 

Montana – Company owned. 
Small and large acre parcels. 
Private. Trees and meadows. 
National Forest boundaries. 
Tungstenholdings.com (406) 

293-3714.

Ad #269
WORK WITH US! Handyman 

work available through 
national property preservation 

company SINGLESOURCE 
PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 
including winterizations, 

exterior maintenance and junk 
removals. Call (866) 620-7577 

and ask for Recruitment or 

email PropPresRecruitment@
singlesourceproperty.com!

Ad #262
DISPERSION SALE: ALL 
OUR BLACK COWS/ bred 
black (approx. 60- 65 head). 
Calving last week of March 

for 60 days. Make offer. (406) 
567-2428.

Ad #263
Virgelle Merc. Antiques 
presents a “Real Country 

Christmas” at a “Real Country 
Store” Saturday & Sunday, 

December 7th & 8th, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Antiques & Collectibles. 

Phone (800) 426-2926. www.

VirgelleMontana.com

Ad #264
By reading this ad, you can 

see that classified advertising 
works! Reach over 400,000 

readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, 

service, event and business. 
To get results, contact this 
newspaper, or the Montana 
Newspaper Association at 
(406) 443-2850 or email 

stacy@mtnewspapers.com 
or member@mtnewspapers.
com. 25 words for the small 
investment of $149. Call and 

email us today to see how you 
can advertise for ½ off . 

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

BBHHHHSSMMTT..CCOOMM  
EENNNNIISS::  440066..668822..55000022
SSHHEERRIIDDAANN::  440066..884422..55665500  
TTWWIINN  BBRRIIDDGGEESS::  440066..668844..55668866

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Please stop by 
and join us for the 

Christmas StrollChristmas Stroll!!
Twin Bridges

Wednesday, December 4th 
@ 3:30 PM

Ennis 
Friday, December 6th 

@ 3 - 8 PM  

Sheridan
Friday, December 13th 

@ 5:30 PM 

We hope to see you there!We hope to see you there!
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
DECEMBER 5, 2019

NOTICE OF HEARING ON NAME 
CHANGE
Montana Fifth Judicial District Court 
Madison County In the Matter of the Name 
Change of BARDA ANN NEWMAN Cause 
No.: DV-29-2019-72
Judge Assigned LUKE BERGER
This is notice that Petitioner has asked the 
District Court for a change of name from 
BARDA ANN NEWMAN
TO
JOY WILLA WOOLDRIDGE The hearing will 
be on JANUARY 6, 2020 AT 1:15 PM
The hearing will be at the Courthouse in 
MADISON County. /S/ KAREN J. MILLER 
Clerk of District Court Nov. 15, 2019.
(Pub. Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 2019) 
NEWMAN
MNAXLP

SUMMONS - TRUSTEES SALE
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
MADISON COUNTY PHH Mortgage 
Corporation, 
Plaintiff, v. 
David M. Cronan a/k/a David D. Cronan 
and Deborah G. Cronan, and any person in 
possession, Defendants. SUMMONS CIVIL 
NUMBER: DV-29-2016-5 
HONORABLE: Luke Berger 
TO: David D. Cronan a/k/a David D. Cronan 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer 
the Complaint in this action, which is filed in 
the above entitled Court. A copy of same is 
served upon you. You must file your written 
answer with the above entitled Court and 
serve a copy upon the Plaintiff, or Plaintiff’s 
attorney within thirty (30) days after the 
service of this Summons, exclusive of the 
day of service. Failure to appear and answer 
will allow judgment to be taken against you 
by default, for the relief demanded in the 
Complaint. This action is for foreclosure 
of real property located in the County of 
Madison, State of Montana. The real property 
has an address of 1063 Point of Rocks Road, 
Whitehall, MT 59759, and is more particularly 
described as follows: A tract of land situated 
in the SE1/4SW1/4 and SW1/4NE1/4SW1/4 
of Section 14, Township 1 North, Range 4, 
West, P.M.M., more particularly shown and 
described as Tract “A” of Certificate of Survey 
filed in Book 7 of Surveys, Page 1177-
FC, records of Madison County, Montana. 
TOGETHER WITH that certain 30 foot wide 
roadway and utility easement as shown on 
survey filed in Book 7 of Surveys, Page 1177-
FC. A $70.00 filing fee must accompany the 
answer at the time of filing. /s/ Carmen Hill 
Clerk/Deputy Clerk of the District Court
(Pub. Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 2019) 
HALLIDAY, WATKINS, MANN
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF BOARD VACANCIES
The Madison County Board of Commissioners 
has vacancies on the DUI Task Force, one 
vacancy on the Housing Advisory Board; 
two vacancies on the Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, three vacancies on the 
Planning Board, (one representing the Silver 
Star/Twin Bridges area or Harrison/Pony/
Norris Area, one representing the Alder/
Virginia City area, and one Conservation 
District Representative); two vacancies on 
the Public Health Board, two vacancies on 

the Road Review Committee, one vacancy 
for a Substitute Member on the Tax Appeal 
Board; one vacancy on the Madison Valley 
Cemetery District Board, and one vacancy 
on the Virginia City Rural Fire District 
Board. If you are interested in filling any 
of these vacancies, please contact the 
Commissioners’ Office at 406-843-4277, or 
by email at madco@madisoncountymt.gov. 
PDF application forms can be found on the 
county website at https://madisoncountymt.
gov/DocumentCenter/View/833 Please 
return completed applications to: Madison 
County Commissioners’ Office P.O. Box 
278 Virginia City, MT 59755
(Pub. Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 2019) 
M.C COMMISSIONERS
MNAXLP

SUMMONS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY MARIE 
DAVIS AND ROBERT DAVIS, Plaintiffs, 
-VS- Madison County, Montana, Marvin 
F. Hansen, Gladys Hansen, and all other 
persons, unknown, claiming or who might 
claim any right, title, estate, or interest in or 
lien or encumbrance upon the real property 
described in the complaint adverse to 
Plaintiffs’ ownership or any cloud upon 
Plaintiffs’ title, whether such claim or 
possible claim is present or contingent. 
Defendants. CAUSE NO. DV-29-2017-
83 Judge: Luke Berger To UNKNOWN 
DEFENDANTS: THE STATE OF MONTANA 
SENDS GREETINGS TO THE ABOVE-
NAMED UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS: 
YOU, THE UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS, 
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the 
Complaint in this action, which was filed in 
District Court on November 20, 2017. Within 
21 days after service of this summons on 
you by publication, exclusive of the day 
of service, you must serve on Plaintiffs’ 
attorney an answer to the Complaint or a 
motion under Rule 12 of the Montana Rules 
of Civil Procedure. Do not include the day 
you were served in your calculation of time. 
The answer or motion must be served 
on Plaintiffs’ attorney, whose name and 
address are listed above. You must also file 
your answer or motion with the court. If you 
fail to respond, judgment by default will be 
entered against you for the relief demanded 
in the petition. This action is brought to 
quiet title to land that is situated in Madison 
County, Montana, and described as follows: 
all that portion of closed Railroad Avenue 90 
feet by 40 feet North of and adjacent to Lots 
I and 2, Block 14 ofthe plat ofthe Townsite 
of Alder, Madison County, Montana and all 
that portion of closed Railroad Avenue 90 
feet by 40 feet South of and adjacent to 
Lot 10, Block 15 oftbe plat ofthe Townsite 
of Alder, Madison County, Montana. GIVEN 
under my hand this 25th day of November 
2019, at the hour of 4:30 o’clock p.m. /s/ 
Karen J. Miller CLERK OF DISTRICT 
COURT
(Pub.  Dec. 5, 12, 19, 2019) 
CD MEYER
MNAXLP

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

A Major and Marine
Dr. Al and Sen. Bogner 
served our country in  
the military and serve our 
state in the Legislature...

It’s time to put 
them in the 
Governor’s Office!

100% Veteran Ticket! 

VOTE   
JUNE 2, 

2020

ALFORMONTANA.COM

IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE
In re:
IMERYS TALC AMERICA, InC., et al.,1

                      Debtors.

)
)
)

Chapter 11
Case no. 19-10289 (LSS)
(Jointly Administered)

NOTICE OF DEADLINES FOR FILING OF PROOFS OF CLAIM FOR  
INDIRECT TALC CLAIMS

INDIRECT TALC CLAIM BAR DATE IS JANUARY 9, 2020  
AT 5:00 P.M.  EASTERN TIME

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE OF THE FOLLOWING:
On november 22, 2019, the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware 

(the “Court”) entered an order [Docket no. 1260] (the “Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date 
Order”) establishing certain deadlines for the filing of proofs of claim for Indirect Talc Claims 
(as defined below) in the chapter 11 cases of the following debtors and debtors-in-pos-
session (collectively, the “Debtors”): Debtor, Case Number:  Imerys Talc America, Inc., 
19-10289; Imerys Talc Vermont, Inc., 19-10291; Imerys Talc Canada Inc., 19-10292.

Electronic copies of all documents filed in the Debtors’ chapter 11 cases, including the 
Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date Order, may be obtained free of charge at the website of the 
Debtors’ claims agent, Prime Clerk LLC (“Prime Clerk”), at https://cases.primeclerk.com/
ImerysTalc, or for a fee on the Court’s website, www.deb.uscourts.gov.

By the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date Order, the Court established January 9, 2020 at 5:00 
p.m., prevailing Eastern Time (the “Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date”) as the general dead-
line for all Entities (as defined below), including Governmental Units (as defined below), 
to file proofs of claim in the Debtors’ chapter 11 cases for Indirect Talc Claims against the 
Debtors that arose or are deemed to have arisen prior to the date on which the Debtors com-
menced their chapter 11 cases, February 13, 2019 (the “Petition Date”), except as other-
wise provided in the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date Order and expressly excluding Talc Claims 
(other than Indirect Talc Claims) and General Claims (each as defined below).  As described 
therein, the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date Order also establishes different bar dates for certain 
categories of claims.

Except as provided herein, the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date applies to all Indirect Talc 
Claims against the Debtors.  Please review the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date Order for 
instructions on how to file a proof of claim in the Debtors’ chapter 11 cases.  All proofs 
of claim must be received by the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date in order to be accepted as 
timely.

KEY DEFINITIONS. As used in this notice, the term “General Claim” shall mean any 
claim that arose, or is deemed to have arisen, prior to February 13, 2019, other than a Talc 
Claim.  General Claims include claims held by foreign creditors (other than Talc Claims).  

As used in this notice, the term “Talc Claim” means any claim (as defined in section 
101(5) of chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”)) and 
any future claims or Demands (as that term is defined in section 524(g) of the Bankruptcy 
Code), whether known or unknown, including with respect to bodily injury, death, sickness, 
disease, emotional distress, fear of cancer, medical monitoring or other personal injuries 
(whether physical, emotional or otherwise), for which the Debtors are alleged to be liable, 
directly or indirectly, arising out of or relating to the presence of or exposure to talc or talc-
containing products, including, without limitation: (a) any products previously manufac-
tured, sold and/or distributed by any predecessors to the Debtors; (b) any materials pres-
ent at any premises owned, leased, occupied or operated by any Entity for whose products, 
acts, omissions, business or operations the Debtors have, or are alleged to have, liability; 
or (c) any talc alleged to contain asbestos or other contaminates.  Talc Claims include all 
such claims, whether: (a) in tort, contract, warranty, restitution, conspiracy, contribution, 
indemnity, guarantee, subrogation or any other theory of law, equity or admiralty; (b) seek-
ing compensatory, special, economic, non-economic, punitive, exemplary, administrative 
or any other costs or damages; or (c) seeking any legal, equitable or other relief of any kind 
whatsoever, including, for the avoidance of doubt, any such claims assertable against one 
or more Debtors by Cyprus Mines Corporation, Cyprus Amax Minerals Company, and/or any 
of their affiliates in these chapter 11 cases.  Talc Claims also include any such claims that 
have been resolved or are subject to resolution pursuant to any agreement, or any such 
claims that are based on a judgment or verdict.  Talc Claims do not include (a) any claim of 
an insurer with respect to amounts allegedly due under any insurance policies, including 
policies that might have provided coverage for Talc Claims, or (b) any claim by any present or 
former employee of a predecessor or affiliate (as defined in section 101(2) of the Bankruptcy 
Code) of the Debtors for benefits under a policy of workers’ compensation insurance or for 
benefits under any state or federal workers’ compensation statute or other statute providing 
compensation to an employee from an employer.  For the avoidance of doubt, this definition 
equally applies to foreign creditors.  Please note that no deadline has been established 
at this time for the filing of Talc Claims other than Indirect Talc Claims.

As used in this notice, an “Indirect Talc Claim” is any Talc Claim of any corporation (as 
defined in section 101(9) of the Bankruptcy Code), co-defendant of a Debtor, or predecessor 
of a Debtor (each, a “Claimant”) for contribution, reimbursement, subrogation, or indemnity, 
whether contractual or implied by law (as those terms are defined by applicable non-bank-
ruptcy law of the relevant jurisdiction), and any other derivative Talc Claim of a Claimant, 
whether in the nature of or sounding in contract, tort, warranty, or other theory of law.  For 
the avoidance of doubt, an Indirect Talc Claim shall not include any claim for or otherwise 
relating to death, injury, or damages caused by talc or a product or material containing talc 
that is asserted by or on behalf of any injured individual, the estate, legal counsel, relative, 
assignee, or other representative of any injured individual, or an individual who claims injury 
or damages as a result of the injury or death of another individual regardless of whether 
such claim is seeking compensatory, special, economic, non-economic, punitive, exem-
plary, administrative, or any other costs or damages, or any legal, equitable or other relief 

whatsoever, including pursuant to a settlement, judgment, or verdict.  By way of illustration 
and not limitation, an Indirect Talc Claim shall not include any claim for loss of consortium, 
loss of companionship, services and society, or wrongful death.

As used in this notice, “General Bar Date Order” means the Order (I) Establishing Bar 
Dates and Related Procedures for Filing Proofs of Claim Other Than with Respect to Talc 
Personal Injury Claims and (II) Approving Form and Manner of Notice Thereof [Docket no. 
881] entered by the Court on July 25, 2019.  

As used in this notice, the terms “Entity,” “Governmental Unit,” “affiliate” and “Claim” 
or “claim” have the meanings given to them under section 101 of the Bankruptcy Code.

WHO MUST FILE A PROOF OF CLAIM. The following holders of Indirect Talc Claims must 
file proofs of claim on or before the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date: (a) any Entity (i) whose 
prepetition Indirect Talc Claim against a Debtor is not listed in the Debtor’s schedules of 
assets and liabilities or statement of financial affairs (as amended) [Docket nos. 362, 363, 
365, 366, 367, 368, 577, 578 and 579] (collectively, the “Schedules”) or is listed as “dis-
puted,” “contingent” or “unliquidated” and (ii) that desires to participate in the Debtors’ 
chapter 11 cases or share in any distribution in the chapter 11 cases; (b) any Entity that 
(i) believes its prepetition Indirect Talc Claim is improperly classified in the Schedules or 
is listed in an incorrect amount and (ii) desires to have its prepetition Indirect Talc Claim 
allowed in a classification or amount different from the classification or amount identified in 
the Schedules; and (c) any Entity that believes that its prepetition Indirect Talc Claim as listed 
in the Schedules is not an obligation of the specific Debtor against which such claim is listed 
and that desires to have its prepetition Indirect Talc Claim allowed against a Debtor other 
than the Debtor identified in the Schedules.  If it is unclear from the Schedules whether your 
prepetition Indirect Talc Claim is disputed, contingent or unliquidated as to amount or is oth-
erwise properly listed and classified, you must file a proof of claim on or before the Indirect 
Talc Claim Bar Date.  Any Entity that relies on the information in the Schedules bears respon-
sibility for determining that its Indirect Talc Claim is accurately listed therein.

PROOFS OF CLAIM NOT REQUIRED TO BE FILED BY THE INDIRECT TALC CLAIM BAR 
DATE. The Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date Order further provides that the following Entities 
need not file proofs of claim by the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date: 

a) any Entity holding or asserting a Talc Claim other than an Indirect Talc Claim; 
b) any Entity holding or asserting a General Claim, as such claims were required to have 

been filed in accordance with the deadlines established by the General Bar Date Order;
c) any Entity holding an Indirect Talc Claim against the Debtors for which a signed proof 

of claim has already been properly filed with the Clerk of the Bankruptcy Court for the District 
of Delaware or Prime Clerk in a form substantially similar to Official Bankruptcy Form no. 
410; 

d) any Entity (i) whose Indirect Talc Claim against the Debtors is not listed as disputed, 
contingent or unliquidated, and/or in an unknown amount or assigned a $0 amount in the 
Schedules and (ii) that agrees with the nature, classification and amount of its Indirect Talc 
Claim as identified in the Schedules and that its Indirect Talc Claim is an obligation of the 
specific Debtor that listed its Indirect Talc Claim in its Schedules; 

e) any Entity whose Indirect Talc Claim against the Debtors previously has been allowed 
by, or paid pursuant to, an order of the Court;2 

f) any Entity holding an Indirect Talc Claim for which specific deadlines have been fixed 
by an order of the Court entered on or before the applicable bar date; 

g) any current officers and directors of the Debtors holding an Indirect Talc Claim as a 
result of such officers’ or directors’ prepetition or postpetition services to the Debtors; and 

h) any Debtor having an Indirect Talc Claim against another Debtor.
CONSEQUENCES OF FAILURE TO FILE A PROOF OF CLAIM BY THE APPLICABLE BAR 

DATE. UNLESS THE COURT ORDERS OTHERWISE, ANY ENTITY THAT IS REQUIRED TO 
FILE A PROOF OF CLAIM WITH RESPECT TO AN INDIRECT TALC CLAIM AGAINST THE 
DEBTORS BUT THAT FAILS TO DO SO BY THE INDIRECT TALC CLAIM BAR DATE (OR 
OTHER APPLICABLE BAR DATE) DESCRIBED IN THIS NOTICE OR THE INDIRECT TALC 
CLAIM BAR DATE ORDER SHALL NOT BE TREATED AS A CREDITOR WITH RESPECT TO 
SUCH CLAIM FOR PURPOSES OF VOTING UPON ANY PLAN IN THE CHAPTER 11 CASES 
AND DISTRIBUTION FROM PROPERTY OF THE DEBTORS’ ESTATES.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. A copy of the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date Order, Indirect 
Talc Claim Bar Date notice (as defined in the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date Order), proof of 
claim form and the Debtors’ Schedules may be obtained free of charge by contacting Prime 
Clerk, in writing, at 850 Third Avenue, Suite 412, Brooklyn, nY 11232, or online at http://
cases.primeclerk.com/ImerysTalc, by clicking under the tab marked “Submit a Claim”.  The 
Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date Order can also be viewed on the Court’s website at www.deb.
uscourts.gov, for a fee.  If you have questions concerning the filing or processing of claims, 
you may contact the Debtors’ claims agent, Prime Clerk, at (844) 339-4096, or imerysinfo@
primeclerk.com.

YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO CAREFULLY REVIEW THE INDIRECT TALC CLAIM BAR 
DATE ORDER AND RELATED MATERIALS ON THE PRIME CLERK WEBSITE. YOU MAY 
WISH TO CONSULT AN ATTORNEY REGARDING THIS MATTER.
Dated:  november 22, 2019                                         BY ORDER OF THE COURT
1 The Debtors in these cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax 
identification number, are: Imerys Talc America, Inc. (6358), Imerys Talc Vermont, Inc. (9050) 
and Imerys Talc Canada Inc. (6748).  The Debtors’ address is 100 Mansell Court East, Suite 
300, Roswell, Georgia 30076. 
2 To the extent that any amounts paid by the Debtors to a creditor are subject to disgorge-
ment pursuant to a postpetition trade agreement or otherwise, that creditor shall have until 
the later of (i) the Indirect Talc Claim Bar Date and (ii) 30 days from the date of any disgorge-
ment to file a proof of claim for the disgorged amount.  

PARENTHOOD IS AN 
ADVENTURE
SAVING FOR THEIR COLLEGE EDUCATION IS SIMPLE

START SAVING WITH AS LITTLE AS $25 A MONTH

AchieveMontana.com • 1.877.486.9271

For more information about Achieve Montana, download an Enrollment Kit at achievemontana.com or call 
877.486.9271. The Enrollment Kit includes a Program Description that discusses investment objectives, risks, 

charges, expenses, and other important information; read and consider it carefully before investing.
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Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery
Part 25: Throwing Sand

Passed the mouth of the River Que Courre (rapid R[)] on the L. S. and Came to a Short distance above, this River is 152 yards wide at 
the mouth & 4 feet Deep Throwing out Sands like the Platt (only Corser) forming bars in its mouth, I went up this river three miles to 
a butifull Plain on the upper Side where the Panias once had a Village    this river widens above its mouth and is devided by Sand and 

Islands, the Current verry rapid, not navagable for even Canoos without Great dificulty owing to its Sands.”

—William Clark, September 4, 1804

Column and photos by 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

Fort Randall Dam marks 
the end of the Great Moat 
across South Dakota, just a 
few miles shy of the Nebraska 
border. Fellow boatman Tom 
Muenster drove two hours 
from his home to help us por-
tage us around the dam. We 
afterwards sent the outboard 
motor home with him for 
storage, thrilled at the pros-
pect of paddling free-flowing 
water!

The return to the river 
begins the beginning of the 
upper portion of the Missouri 
National Recreational River, 
one of the few river segments 
outside Montana still more-
or-less unchanged from the 
days of Lewis and Clark. The 
Missouri flows southeast, 
marking the border between 
South Dakota and Nebras-
ka. Flowing with the river 
current, it was satisfying to be 
propelled without a propeller. 

Warm hues of or-
ange-tinged chalky limestone 
bluffs line the river, topped by 
cedar woodlands intermixed 
with a smattering of green 
ash, burr oak and Russian ol-
ive. We enjoyed a lovely float 
down to Sunshine Bottoms 
Landing on the Nebraska side. 
Feeling like a great explorer, 
this was the first time I ever 
set foot in the state. Nebraska 
always seemed so distant from 
my Montana home, yet it took 
us less than four months to 
get here.

The Missouri River is 
much as I imagined it, big and 
full of water. Yet, this year is 
unlike any known prior year. 
Lewis and Clark traveled 
upstream against a shallow, 
braided river, struggling to 
find deep enough water to 
keep their 55-foot keelboat 
afloat. Even with dams to 
store spring runoff, the Mis-
souri should be shallow and 
full of sandbars by now. 

Instead, the Missouri 
is running at minor flood 
stage six months after spring 
runoff began. Total runoff for 

the year nearly matches the 
devastating floods of 2011, 
yet more evenly distributed 
throughout the spring and 
summer. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers uses its 
system of dams to hold back 
the surges, metering out water 
as much as necessary to make 
room for future precipitation. 
With so much water in the 
reservoirs, big releases and 
minor flooding are necessary 
to prevent major flooding 
later.

Paddling past riverfront 
homes in Verdel, Nebraska, 
most remained dry, while 
some were temporarily aban-
doned and surrounded by 
shallow water. 

We found dry land to 
camp in a small coulee behind 
a cattail swamp. The guys 
caught five nice small-mouth 
bass for a delicious fried 
fish dinner and breakfast. 
Dusk brought the nearby 
tremolo of a pair of screech 
owls, followed shortly after-
wards by the hoo-hoo of two 
great-horned owls. Coyotes 
followed the chorus, as if our 
little coulee was the local 
amphitheater for the night-
life. Crickets maintained the 
ambient forest sounds to lull 
us to sleep.

Approaching the Niobrara 
River, the Missouri thickens 
into a maze of sandbars and 
swamps. William Clark re-
corded the name “River Que 
Courre” from French, for the 
“River That Runs.” Today’s 
Niobrara is a corruption of 
the Omaha-Ponca name Ní 
Ubthátha khe, meaning “The 
Wide-Spreading River.” As 
Clark noted, the river throws 
sand into the Missouri, form-
ing a morass of sandbars.

A “bomb cyclone” in 
March dropped heavy rain 
and snow on frozen ground 
over the Great Plains. Unable 
to penetrate frozen soil, water 
flowed overland, covering half 
of Nebraska in standing water. 
Flood waters washed out 
Spencer Dam on the Niobrara 
River. An eleven-foot wall of 
water swept away farms and 

livestock, washed out bridg-
es and flooded the town of 
Niobrara. 

A few miles below the 
Niobrara River, the Missouri 
National Recreational River 
is interrupted by Lewis and 
Clark Lake and Gavins Point 
Dam. This is the last dam on 
the Missouri, and the reser-
voir is only fifteen miles long. 

Like all reservoirs, sedi-
ment settles out as the river 
turns to lake. With the Nio-
brara throwing so much sand 
into the river, Lewis and Clark 
Lake is already 30 percent 
full, forming a jungle-like 
maze of sandbars with miles 
of head-high phragmites, or 
common reed grass. Thanks 
to the high water and incom-
ing river current, we were 
able to negotiate the maze 
through larger channels, only 
once dragging the heavy dug-
out canoe over a submerged 
sandbar. 

We camped at Sand Creek 
Recreation Area, then pad-
dled the remaining thirteen 
miles of open water to Gavins 
Point to portage the dam. 
Lewis and Clark Lake is ex-

Paddling the upper section of the Missouri National Recreational River.

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9

Featuring a 

Children’s Christmas PageantChildren’s Christmas PageantChildren’s Christmas PageantChildren’s Christmas Pageant

Brought to you by
The Ruby Valley Chorale and 

Methodist & Episcopal Churches

THE RUBY VALLEY CHORALE PERFORMS

Warm hues of orange-crusted chalkstone bluffs line the river.
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Man must attach himself  to an 

infinite reality, so that his glory, his 
joy, and his

progress may be infinite.
Only the spirit is real; everything 

else is as shadow.
All bodies are disintegrated in the 

end; only reality subsists.
All physical perfections come to 
an end; but the divine virtues are 

infinite.
www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 

Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street · Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please call 

at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if you 
plan to dine in.

Thursday, December 5 – Biscuits & sausage gravy, 
fruit, dessert
Friday, December 6 – Fried shrimp, slaw, fries, dessert 
- Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.
Monday, December 9 – Corned beef hash, veggies, 
dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, December 10 – SW steak salad, cornbread, 
dessert - “Pan” at 12:45 p.m.
Wednesday, December 11 – Chicken noodle soup, 
croissant, dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Thursday December 12 – French dip, onion rings, pickle 
spear, dessert - “Red Hat Ladies”
Friday, December 13 – Hot dog, macaroni salad, fruit, 
dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 

for more information.

NEW SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior 
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered 

for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 

10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot 
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

Thursday,  December 5 - Ham & potatoes au gratin, 
veggie, roll, dessert
Tuesday, December 10 - Chicken casserole, roll, 
dessert

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. 
Fresh home baked bread served with each meal

Activities:
Monday is Bingo with Gayle

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - Each 

last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

ceptionally scenic, lined by beautiful cliffs 
of chalky limestone. 

Local river angel Jarret Bies met 
us with the canoe trailer and helped us 
portage around the dam. He generously 
loaned us his car the following day to nav-
igate the nearby town of Yankton, South 
Dakota. Scott and I toured the “Journeying 
Forward” exhibit at the Dakota Territorial 
Museum. It was a traveling exhibit created 
by American Rivers for the bicentennial 
celebration of the 1803 - 1806 Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, later gifted to the Yank-
ton County Historical Society. 

In the morning we walked to the Lewis 
and Clark Visitor Center overlooking the 
dam, trying not to miss anything import-
ant. And finally, we launched down the 
river. With the dams behind us, we can 
look forward to flowing river all the way 
to St. Louis!

Thomas J. Elpel lives in Pony, Montana. 
He is the author of Green Prosperity: Quit 
Your Job, Live Your Dreams. Go to www.
Elpel.info to learn more about Tom’s books, 
the Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery, 
and the expedition fundraiser for the Jef-
ferson River Canoe Trail.
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Laurin

at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s
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