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Two separate grizzly bear attacks resulted in three in-
jured hunters on the west side of the Gravelly Moun-
tain range on Monday according to Montana Fish, 

Wildlife & Parks. It is unclear whether one or more bears were 
involved. FWP is asking hunters to leave the area, and the Bea-
verhead-Deerlodge National Forest is closing Cottonwood Road.

These recent attacks highlight the importance of bear identi-
fication as hunting season progresses. Check back next week for 
in-depth coverage of the bear encounters.

Grizzly bears, in contrast to black bears, are listed on the 
Threatened Species list. Hunters that shoot grizzly bears face 
major repercussions, including fines and jail time.

Proper identification and differentiation between black and 
grizzly bears is crucial to avoiding a negative outcome. Chuck 
Bartlebaugh, Be Bear Aware director, listed identifiers hunters 
can use to find differences.

Claws on grizzly bears are normally quite pronounced unless 
the bear spent a lot of time digging, which results in short, blunt 
claws until they grow back. Additionally, a grizzly’s hump is 
much more pronounced than a black bear’s. This massive mound 
on their backs adds power to their legs. However, if standing just 
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The 109-year-old turbines are 
due for an upgrade

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The NorthWestern Energy Madison 
Powerhouse downstream from Ennis 
Lake will begin construction to 

upgrade its turbines and generators in October 
2019. The project is predicted to take a year and 
a half to complete. 

While construction is underway the power-
house will shut down and the water that usually 
goes through the powerhouse will pass through 
the bypass reach between the Madison Dam and 
Powerhouse. Water f lows in this channel will 
increase significantly at times but f lows down-
stream of the powerhouse will be unaffected 

during the construction. 
“Overall downstream, the f lows will not be 

affected,” NorthWestern Energy Senior Hydro 
Operation and Maintenance Engineer B.J. Cope 
said. “We’ll be operating within our license and 
100% normal in the reach f low of the plant.”

The bypass reach can reduce to nearly a 
trickle because of the amount of water going 
through the f lowlines, which direct it to the 
powerhouse. Those f lowlines will be empty, so 
the 1.4-mile- channel in between the dam and 
the powerhouse will be higher than usual at 
times. NorthWestern Energy will still control 
the water f lows through the Madison Dam.

Madison 
Powerhouse upgrade

POWERHOUSE continued on A2

Grasshoppers 
galore

More hoppers this summer 
than seen in 25 years

BY KEELEY LARSON
news@madisoniannews.com 

Due to a warm, wet summer, grasshopper quantities are high in Montana. Despite the cool spring 
and below zero winter, temperatures were not low enough to slow grasshopper reproduction. 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) reported this as the worst grasshopper 

infestation in 25 years.
Many of these concentrations were found in SE Montana, but SW Montana felt the impact as well. The 

amount of rangeland grass contributes to 
this, as grasshoppers feed on grass. 

The USDA explained this is not a 
health threat, but may be an annoyance to 
homeowners and gardeners. There have 
been reported problems for farmers when 
grasshoppers eat through their crops, 
potentially resulting in tens of thousands 
of dollars lost, especially when the large 
quantity of hoppers can do so much 
damage. 

“When grasshopper populations 
reach outbreak levels and cooperators—a 
Federal land management agency, Native 
American tribe, State agriculture depart-
ment, county or local government, private 
group and/or individual—request it, Plant 
Protection Quarantine will help suppress 
rangeland grasshopper populations,” 
Rosalyn Floyd, communications specialist 
with the USDA, explained.

Grasshoppers usually only survive 
winter climates as an egg and adults die 
when temperatures drop. With nearby 
areas already reporting snowfall, the 
multitudinous grasshoppers may not be a 
bother for much longer.

The Madison Powerhouse 
nearly 100 years ago. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY NORTH-
WESTERN ENERGY

PHOTO BY CORI KOENIG
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the right way, the grizzly’s hump can be 
indistinguishable. 

  A lot of these traits are crucial, but 
perhaps the most important part is back-
ground research. Hunters need to inves-
tigate differences between bears before 
they set out on their mission. “You really 
have to gather a lot of different points to 
know for sure which bear you’re about to 
shoot,” Bartlebaugh said. Inman agreed, 
commenting that hunters subscribe to a 

particular code. “More than anything, if 
you’re in doubt then it’s just wise not to 
do it,” she explained.

Concerning how to deal with inter-
actions between different bears, Inman 
made an important note. “Key in on the 
behavior first to be thinking about what 
to do,” she explained. In an encounter 
situation, the difference in species does 
not matter as much as focusing on reading 
the situation.

Though aggressive tendencies are 
usually attributed to grizzlies, both bears 
are situationally antagonistic. A warning 
charge is the bear’s way of accessing its 
own situation, telling humans to stay away 
and running to scare them, not necessarily 
to attack. Contact charges are rare.

“When you’re around a bear even if 
they’re just curious they have claws and 
jaws and teeth to find out what you’re 
made of,” Bartlebaugh said, reminding 
hunters of the majesty of their neighbors. 
Past reporting on how to handle bear en-
counters can be found at http://lonepeak-
lookout.com/sites/default/files/LPL%20
e%20edition.pdf. Article titled, “Living in 
Bear Country.”

Hunters should report grizzly shoot-
ings immediately, despite any concern 
about jail time or fines. Bartlebaugh ex-
plained most agencies give hunters some 
leeway if they were prompt and genuine 
with their reporting.

“Hunters can make a big different in 
public education,” Bartlebaugh mentioned. 
They experience working in the landscape 
and develop ways to coexist with wildlife. 
Living in bear country responsibly by 
carrying bear spray, cleaning up carcasses 
and paying attention to identification sets 
a good example for the community. 

Tips on how to avoid bear encounters from Bear Smart Big Sky. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
OUTLAW PARTNERS

“You really 
have to 
gather a lot 
of different 
points to 
know for 
sure which 
bear you’re 
about to 
shoot,” 
Bartlebaugh said.

The 109-year-old turbines and generators currently at the powerhouse have passed their useful life. Maintenance has grown 
increasingly expensive due to the dated parts. The four new units, which run off of a single turbine each instead of two, will be more 
productive and efficient in harvesting energy. 

Peak capacity of the powerhouse will increase from eight megawatts to 12 megawatts using the same amount of water running 
through the plant. 

“With our existing plant capacity at 1200 cfs about 75% of the time we’re at full load of that plant,” Cope said. 
The new turbines will harness 95% of the power available from the water at the same f lows used under NWE’s existing license, 

which will result in almost 15,000 additional megawatt-hours for an average water year, according to NWE. 
“Because we have four units and they’re each 400 cfs, we now essentially have about the same utilization with only three units,” 

Cope said. 
The fourth unit increases the power production about 21% on an average year because of the new capability of a backup unit 

when another unit is being repaired or undergoing annual maintenance. 
In a public hearing on Sept. 10 about the powerhouse upgrade, Cope compared the cost for supply and energy generation with the 

different types of generations that are available to NWE. 
“The cost to do this project and the cost of energy to get out of this project over the life cycle of this plant was very competitive 

with any new option for additional generation that we could do based on technology available,” Cope said. “From the cost of doing it 
and the cost to customers, it’s a very favorable project.”

Austrian company, Voith, was awarded the bid for the project and will factory test the large equipment before shipping.  
Demolition of the powerhouse will begin in October. NWE expects short term impacts on access on the narrow dirt road leading 

to the powerhouse, especially on the front and back end of the project. Lots of trucks will be transporting equipment to and from the 
powerhouse. NWE is making previsions to limit the number of trips and will implement traffic control.

POWERHOUSE continued FROM A1

The original four generators are installed at the Madison Powerhouse in 1910.. PHOTO PROVIDED BY NORTHWESTERN ENERGY
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SCHOOL BOARD ROUNDUP
sheridan  SCHOOL

Sheridan School Board comes 
together for September

Volunteers, FFA and roof repairs discussed

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

The Sheridan School Board 
met on Tuesday to discuss 
volunteer checklists, an FFA 
program assistant and repairing 

the elementary school roof.
A new volunteer process will 

be implemented in the school 
system. “We love volunteers, but 
we need to follow a process that’s 
kind of been laid out by the Mon-
tana School Board Association,” 

Superintendent Mike Wetherbee 
said. This volunteer checklist 
will set guidelines for both 
volunteers and school employees 
to follow, and will lay out what is 
expected of each group.

The FFA program is grow-

ing, including about 50 kids 
currently, and necessitates extra 
help when it comes to field trips 
and extracurricular activities. 
At the meeting, the reopening 
of the certified staff collective 
bargaining agreement, article 
12 section K appendix B, was 
discussed. The Teacher’s Union 

and the Board are allowed to 
make adjustments to particular 
agreements within the term.

“The Teacher’s Union wants 
to reopen this specific section 
so we can add an additional 

extracurricular assistant,” Becky 
Larsen, School Board clerk, said. 
The goal is to hire an assistant 
FFA advisor who would help 
chaperone during travel and 
provide students with expertise 
in new areas. The Board and 
Teacher’s Union will need to 
agree to this adjustment before 
hiring begins. Once approved, 
the hiring process will start 
in-house first. The next school 
board meeting will include this 
vote on the agenda.

The board approved a 

$23,000 bid to repair the elemen-
tary school roof. Repairs will 
start in early October.

As an update from the Au-
gust meeting, the school district 
decided to move forward with 
the Reflex Protect product. Re-
flect Protect is a substance to be 
used in the case of an emergen-
cy involving hostile or violent 
individuals. The product will 
be optional to teachers once im-
plemented, and teacher training 
dates for use of the product are in 
the works.

ennis  SCHOOL

Nutrition and administration
Ennis School employees were awarded for their efforts

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

The Sheridan School Board 
met on Tuesday to discuss vol-
unteer checklists, an FFA pro-
gram assistant and repairing 
the elementary school roof.

A new volunteer process 
will be implemented in the 
school system. “We love 
volunteers, but we need to 
follow a process that’s kind of 
been laid out by the Montana 
School Board Association,” 
Superintendent Mike Weth-
erbee said. This volunteer 
checklist will set guidelines 

for both volunteers and school 
employees to follow, and will 
lay out what is expected of 
each group.

The FFA program is grow-
ing, including about 50 kids 
currently, and necessitates 
extra help when it comes to 
field trips and extracurricu-
lar activities. At the meeting, 
the reopening of the certified 
staff collective bargaining 
agreement, article 12 section 
K appendix B, was discussed. 
The Teacher’s Union and the 
Board are allowed to make 
adjustments to particular 
agreements within the term.

“The Teacher’s Union 
wants to reopen this specific 
section so we can add an addi-
tional extracurricular assis-
tant,” Becky Larsen, School 
Board clerk, said. The goal is 
to hire an assistant FFA advi-
sor who would help chaperone 
during travel and provide 
students with expertise in new 
areas. The Board and Teach-
er’s Union will need to agree 
to this adjustment before 
hiring begins. Once approved, 
the hiring process will start 
in-house first. The next school 
board meeting will include 
this vote on the agenda.

The board approved a 
$23,000 bid to repair the ele-
mentary school roof. Repairs 
will start in early October.

As an update from the 
August meeting, the school 
district decided to move for-
ward with the Ref lex Protect 
product. Ref lect Protect is 
a substance to be used in 
the case of an emergency 
involving hostile or violent 
individuals. The product will 
be optional to teachers once 
implemented, and teacher 
training dates for use of the 
product are in the works.

 Tammy Wham, Ennis Schools head cook, and Katie Lohrenz, Ennis 
Schools assistant cook, in the kitchen ready to start the new school 
year Aug. 28. PHOTO FROM MONTANA SCHOOL NUTRITION ASSOCIA-
TION FACEBOOK PAGE.

twin   bridges  SCHOOL

Twin Bridges School Board convenes for Sept.
Board members hear about substance abuse prevention

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

The Twin Bridges School Board met 
on Tuesday to discuss handbook updates, 
approved enrollment and listened to a 
presentation from specialists about the 
prevention and reduction of substance 
abuse.

Esther Lince and Cindy Adams from 
Southwest Prevention spoke during the 
public comment section of the meeting. 
The goal of their program is to provide 
families with the tools they need to help 
young people be successful in today’s 
world.

“The big thing that we are working on 
right now is called Creating Lasting Fam-
ily Connections, and it is an empowering 
parenting or family class. It would be both 
the children and the parents involved. It 
helps them to make positive choices and to 

have a healthy outlook on substance abuse 
in our community,” Lince explained.

Beginning in Sheridan on Oct 16., 
classes will be provided through the adult 
education program. Parents and children 
will learn how to effectively communicate 
with each other about substance abuse, 
fostering positive relationships. Sheridan 
hosts the pilot program, but Lince and 
Adams are hoping to expand. “Anywhere 
there is a need, we are willing to go,” 
Lince said.

The meeting went on and changes to 
school handbooks made over the summer 
were accepted. Superintendent Thad Kai-
ser will send changes to parents.

Out of district and early enrollment 
students were approved. Aug. 28, the first 
day of school, was the ribbon cutting cer-
emony for the pre-kindergarten program. 
“It was great! We had the benefactors here 
and retired Sen. Max Baucus and his wife 

were there as well,” Superintendent Kaiser 
said. Sen. Baucus spoke to the impor-
tance of early education in all schools in 
Montana.

Board recognition included a volunteer 
high school football coach and a volunteer 
middle school volleyball coach. Cindy 
Brown, new elementary principal, and 
Tara Rhea, new business manager, were 
recognized as well.

“Starting a new school district as an 
administrator takes a lot of learning and 
takes a lot of time,” Superintendent Kaiser 
said. He made similar remarks regarding 
Rhea and her role in transferring all old 
accounting records to a new program. 
“Not only did she have to come in and 
learn a school district, we switched our 
accounting software, which is no easy 
task either,” he explained.

The next meeting will be held on Tues-
day, Oct. 8 at 7 p.m.Meet Tara Rhea, business manager for Twin Bridges Schools. PHOTO 

COURTESY OF THAD KAISER

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Ennis Town Council 
approved a conceptual mas-
ter plan for Comely Park and 
accepted a radar sign from 
Madison County Commission-
ers Sept. 12.

While there wasn’t cohe-
sion on the plan for a park on 
Comely Way during the town 
council meeting, the Ennis 

Town commissioners were all 
pleased about the new radar 
sign from the Madison County 
commissioners.

The conceptual master plan 
for Comely Park was approved 
with a 3-2 vote. Town com-
missioners John Bancroft and 
Brandi Palmerton voted against 
the park plan.

“I think it’s too expensive, 
no,” Palmerton said.

The master plan for the 

park on Comely Way consists 
of active and passive space in 
a centrally located area that 
makes it walkable for many in 
the community. The approval 
was a preliminary step with 
a lot of questions still to be 
answered, such as funding and 
parking. 

As the plan stands, -- two 
playgrounds, a small splash 
park, bathrooms and shade 
trees -- the project is estimated 

to cost between $400,000 and 
$500,000. The splash park, 
which would circulate and treat 
the water onsite, would encom-
pass over half of the estimated 
cost. But grants could be an 
avenue for funding. 

The council said that there 
are possibilities to be creative 
for parking space. One option 
could be the Rocky Moun-
tain Baptist Church parking 
lot across the street, though 

conversations with the church 
haven’t taken place.

“The goal is for a lot of 
them [children] to walk or ride 
their bikes there,” town com-
missioner Lisa Roberts said. 

A new radar sign will 
be erected on the southeast 
entrance of Ennis to combat 
speeding vehicles entering the 
pedestrian area that borders the 
town. An ongoing cry for bet-
ter highway conditions, signage 

or lighting leading to Ennis’ 
southeast entrance because of 
vehicles continuing to run off 
the road, was heard at least at a 
county level. 

Madison County Board 
of Commissioners purchased 
three radar signs for the 
county, and one was for Ennis. 
It will be installed within the 
next few weeks according to 
public works director, Kelly 
Elser.

New park plans and a radar sign
On one side of Ennis, a plan for a new park, on the other side, a new radar sign for safety
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Sheridan approves contractors
Sheridan Town Council selected two companies for projects in Sheridan
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BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Sheridan Town Council 
approved contractors for two 
projects during their meeting 
Sept. 9. 

Mungas Company was 
approved to carry out a project 
with the new well, and North-

ern Rockies Engineering will 
update the town’s growth policy 
and capital improvement. 

Out of five bids for the 
contract, Mungas Co., an expe-
rienced earthmoving company 
out of Philipsburg, Montana, 
was selected to construct the 
transmission main of the new 
well and improvements on the 

distribution system. Mungas 
Co. was the lowest bidder, 
contracting the project at $1.77 
million. 

The new well on Carey Lane 
began an aquifer test Monday. 
Water will be pumped from the 
well for 72 hours to make sure 
it can maintain adequate gallons 
per minute. Mayor Bob Stump 

expects it to maintain 300 to 
400 gpm over the 3-day test. 
The test-water is being used to 
irrigate the surrounding field.

Mungas Co. will begin 
construction within two months 
and includes a new transmission 
main that will move water from 
the new well to the pumphouse 
in town, water-main replace-

ments on several streets, and an 
extension of the water-main on 
Wisconsin Creek Road.

The council also approved 
for Northern Rockies Engineer-
ing to update the town’s growth 
policy and capital improvement 
plan, which should be done 
about every five years according 
to Sheridan Town Clerk, Ginger 

Galiger. Sheridan was due for 
an update. 

Northern Rockies Engineer-
ing was approved $8,240 to ap-
ply for grants and move forward 
with the task order. Having a 
current growth policy and CIP 
is usually required to receive 
federal and state funding oppor-
tunities, according to Galiger.
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obituariesRuth Luella Croskrey Long
Ocotber 8, 1927- April 22, 2019

Edmund Mitchell Bouchard
October 27, 1922 to August 29, 2019

Edmund M. Bouchard, age 
96, of Ennis, died on August 
29, 2019, at Madison Valley 
Manor in Ennis.  Ed was born 
on October 27, 1922, in Og-
densburg, New York, to Hector 
and Minnie Bouchard.  He 
grew up and attended school in 
Ogdensburg prior to enlisting 
in the army early in WWII 
where he initially served 
under General Patton in North 
Africa.  

 Because he had learned to 
f ly at age 16, he qualified as a 
cadet and became a fighter pi-
lot in the Army Air Corps and 
f lew a P-61 “Black Widow” 
night fighter.  During the Cold 
War, he f lew 88 missions into 
Berlin, carrying in “coal and 
noodles.”  His fighter pilot ca-
reer continued through Korea 
and Vietnam where he f lew 
highly classified missions.  

As a young Lieutenant 
in 1950, he was awarded the 
Commendation Medal for 
“outstanding service while 
serving with the Directorate 
of Communications, U. S. Air 
Force in Europe.”

On August 29, 1959, Ed and 
Ruth Matzick were married at 

Williams Lake, British Colum-
bia.  After his retirement from 
the U. S. Air Force in 1967, 
they settled in Ogdensburg 
where Ed established a fishing 
guide service on the St. Law-
rence River.  In 1970, the cou-
ple moved to Ennis, Montana, 
Ruth’s home town.  He served 
his community as a justice of 
the peace and for over 20 years 
as a volunteer ambulance EMT.

His passions were hunting, 
fishing and dancing.  His hunts 
covered the globe, including 
Germany, Africa and Montana, 
and his jitterbug was legend-
ary.  

Ed is preceded in death 
by his parents, his brother 
Lawrence and wife, Ruth.  

Survivors are his nephews 
Gary Bouchard, Dennis Lahr 
and William Keup; nieces 
Karyl Beattie, Kristeen Keup, 
Kari Rinesmith and Loretta 
A. Lahr; special friend James 
Fielding; and devoted friend 
and caregiver, Shirley Cudney.

Memorials may be sent 
either to the Madison Valley 
Medical Center Foundation or 
the Madison Valley Manor.     

 Funeral services were held 
on Wednesday, September 11, 
2019, at 9 a.m. in St. Patrick’s 
Church of Ennis, Montana, 
with Father John Crutchfield 
officiating.  Interment and 
military honors will be at a 
later date in Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery. 

Margene Edwards Brazill
July 12, 1927 to August 12, 2019

Margene Edwards Brazill 
died on Monday, Aug. 12, 2019 
at 6:50 p.m. on a beautiful sunset 
evening. She was born on July 
12, 1927, in Twin Bridges to 
Arthur and Nellie Edwards.

She attended school in Twin 
Bridges except for the eighth 
grade and freshman year in 
Whitehall. She then returned to 
Twin Bridges, graduating from 
high school there in 1945.

On Sept. 6, 1946, she married 
George Brazill in Missoula. In 
1947 they moved to the Drum-
mond area, where George was 
employed at the Cominco Phos-
phate mine. Together they owned 
the Turf Bar in Drummond from 
1958 to 1970.

Three children were born to 
the marriage, Bruce (Maribeth) 
of Billings, Duane (Tina) of 
Billings, and Mary Brazill of 
Billings.

Margene was preceded in 
death by her husband George, 
her parents, her sister Marie 
Smith and brother-in-law Wilbur 
(Smitty) Smith of Smelterville, 
Idaho, a cousin, Russell Edwards 
of Twin Bridges, stepson, George 

Brazill, step-grandson Jeff 
Brazill of Lynchburg, Virginia, 
daughter-in-law, Shirley Brazill 
of Butte and nephew Bill Rice of 
San Diego, California. Father-in-
law Jess Brazill of Drummond, 
brother-in-law Jack and Montana 
Magee Brazill from Washington, 
Bob and Margrett Magee Brazill 
from Drummond and Charles 
(Bub) Bowen from Montana.

She is survived by her three 
children and their spouses; 
grandchildren, Travis Brazill 
(April), Brent Fiddler (Annette), 
Ryan Brazill, Joshua Brazill 
(Stephanie), Sadie Brazill Rashti 
(Armin), Andy Brazill, and 
step-grandchildren, Adam and 
Jonathan Williams, Eric and 

Brian Brazill, niece Vicki Dale of 
Billings and two special cousins 
Richard Humphry of Portland, 
Oregon, and Pearl Edwards of 
Butte, and daughter-in-law Caro-
lyn Brazill of Amherst, Virginia. 
Nephew Bill and Shanon Brazill 
from Whitehall, and niece Zoe 
Ann Bowen Todd from Montana. 

Nine great-grandchildren, 
Jess (Tara) and Paige Brazill, 
Rylee and Tyler Brazill, Maddi-
son and Kenzie Reiners, Shyna 
Hodges (Brian), Raeann and 
Kennedy Fiddler and a step-great 
grandson, Joshua Brazill of Lake 
Tahoe, Nevada and four great  
great grandsons, Jameson, Mav-
erick, Ryker Brazill and Michael 
Hodges.

John “Doc” Alan Dochnahl
June 12, 1953 - August 31, 2019

On Saturday, August 31, 2019, 
John “Doc” Alan Dochnahl, 
loving husband and father of two, 
passed away at the age of 66.

John was born on June 12, 
1953, in Madison, Wisconsin, to 
Joan and William Dochnahl. He 
was the third of five siblings and 
the first big eater of the family; 
“Give it to John; he’ll eat it.” He 
received his forestry degree from 
the University of Wisconsin, 
and fled west for quiet spaces 
and fire lines with the Forest 
Service. Doc landed in Dubois, 
Idaho, where he met Janet Bean. 
On June 17, 1978, they married 
and moved north to the big 
city of Ennis, Montana, where 
they raised two children, Jesse 

and Megan--whom Doc loved, 
enjoyed, and admired so greatly-
-along with numerous burros, 
thousands of chickens, and a 
garden worthy of annual neigh-
borhood envy. With his pregnant 
wife doing the heavy lifting, Doc 
dug out a full basement from 
underneath their already-built log 
home, one five gallon bucket at 
a time. 

After his tenure as a timber 
specialist, wildland fire saw-
yer, and lumber yard manager, 
Doc found his calling when he 
hung out his shingle for Doc’s 
General Service. He became the 
expert for everything under the 
Madison Valley’s wind blown 
sun, from growing potatoes, 
building and renovating hous-
es, running shirtless miles in 
daringly short shorts, launching 
a youth soccer league, earning a 
Taekwon-Do black belt alongside 
Jesse, knowing the daily Wall 
Street reports, dressing an elk in 
subzero temps in a creek, pack-

ing burros and children into the 
mountains, maintaining an ice 
rink, and attempting to outsmart 
urban deer raiding the garden.  
All of these were a testament to 
how hard he worked at being the 
best father and provider he could 
possibly be.  Less about being a 
father and more about expressing 
his uniqueness, he also flaunted 
every “hot” color of lycra tights 
he could get his hands on. Doc 
took fashion cues from no one.  

Doc was a master teacher and 
collaborator who shared his pro-
found riches of curiosity, creativ-
ity, frugality, intense caring, and 
pragmatism. We were fortunate 
to learn many valuable lessons, 
among them:  never throw away 
anything, especially old socks, 
they will be good for something. 
We also learned that “a poke in 
the eye with a sharp stick” was 
not actually on the menu, and 
that we “didn’t lick that off the 
grass.” Don’t leave home without 
your trusty fanny pack stocked 

with a peanut butter sandwich, an 
emergency blanket, a map of the 
Cook Islands, and a pair of old 
socks. Rarely has anyone dotted 
the i’s and crossed the t’s for 
work, love, and joy as reliably as 
Doc. The world is a better place 
thanks to his passion for family, 
sustainability, wild places; his 
impressive tool collection; and 
his devotion and attention to his 
elder neighbors and clients. To 
them he gave the most valuable 
gift of all:  his time.

Doc’s love and energy is 
carried on by his wife, Janet; 
son Jesse (Caitlin) of Missoula; 
daughter Megan (Jon) Beard and 
their children Addison and new 
little Carver of Polson; siblings 
Marie, Mark, Mike, Jim, and 
Annie; several nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and countless friends. 

The family suggests that in 
lieu of flowers, contributions be 
made to Madison Valley Medical 
Center.

Joseph Wm. Martin

Joe, age 72 died Aug. 27 at 
his home in Norris, Montana.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held on Sunday, Sept. 22 
at 11 a.m. at the A M Welles 
Inc. building, 105 Sterling Rd, 
Norris, MT.

Joe was born in Minnesota 
to Otto Wm. and Agnes R Mar-
tin of South St. Paul where he 
was raised and educated. Just a 
few years after graduating from 
high school he began his truck 
driving. He gained plenty of 
experience from long overnight 
hauls to the east coast.

On those long runs, he must 
have had time to think about 
other places he’d been. His 
work didn’t take him to Mon-
tana but he must have compared 

his eastern experiences to what 
he remembered of Montana 
when he was just about ten 
years old. The Montana that he 
had experienced on a fami-
ly trip to visit relatives was 
something that would stay with 
him his entire life. In the 1970s 
he gave up those long trips east 
and moved to Montana.

He settled in Norris and 
drove as an independent owner 
operator for ‘Dutch’ Grauman 
and McCloud Mercantile. He 
continued trucking for Alfred 
Hokanson and A M Welles, Inc. 
until he retired in 2012.

Joe was hard working, de-
pendable and always conscious 
of the safety issues regarding 
his big rig. He did much of the 
maintenance himself because 
he “needed to feel sure about 
what he was driving”. As 
with many truckers his work 
involved a large variety of 
experiences.

In 1995 he was presented 
with one of his biggest chal-
lenges. A huge steel tank need-
ed to be transported to West 

Yellowstone. It required two 
trailers, police escorts front and 
back and everything else that 
goes with such an operation. 
Joe thought it through and de-
cided he could do it. So on the 
fourth of August at four o’clock 
in the morning that enormous 
undertaking was to head up 
over the mountain.

The risks involved must 
have weighed heavily on Joe 
because the night before he 
phoned his family in Minnesota 
to say he thought they should 
know what he was about to 
do “because if anything goes 
wrong it might make the nation-
al news”. But everything went 
well and today the folks in West 
Yellowstone enjoy the benefits 
of his work. When Joe retired 
he left those kind of challenges 
to those truckers still on the 
road.

Private and reflective, Joe 
liked to read and valued his 
quiet time. He cared for his 
family and until recent years 
traveled at least once a year 
back to Minnesota. He had a 

special concern and affection 
for his nephew, niece, and great 
nephew.

Joe will be missed for many 
reasons. Among them, his gen-
erous, considerate, and helpful 
nature, and his always self-ef-
facing approach to life. 

He is survived by sisters 
Mary Ann Martin, Rosemary 
Martin, his twin JoAnn (John) 
Gross, a nephew Michael 
(Erica) Gross, a niece Jessica 
(Jahan) Dawlaty, great nephew 
Koshan Dawlaty, aunts, an 
uncle, and many cousins and 
friends.

Joe’s family is grateful to 
his friends who enriched his 
life. They are especially grate-
ful to those who were with him 
when he died.

They will always remember 
the caring, thoughtful, help 
of everyone these past weeks. 
They appreciate why Joe loved 
Montana. Yes, he loved the 
open space, the mountains, 
the clear skies, and fresh air, 
but just as much, he valued the 
people of Montana.
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YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

First Interstate 
Bank Employees

Hannah Kearse
The Madisonian

 
Each year the First Interstate Bank 

gives their employees a half-day to vol-
unteer on Sept. 11. This year they volun-
teered with the Nearly New Shoppe. 

“I felt like it was a good day to give 
back,” First Interstate Bank branch man-
ager, Arden Dettwyler said.

Last year they spent a Monday-holiday 
volunteering at the Ennis Senior Center. 
The First Interstate Bank employees 
helped serve and clean up lunch. 

“It helps our employees get connected 

with the community,” Dettwyler said. 
Anna Spicer, an employee at First 

Interstate Bank, switched her day off, so 
she could participate in First Interstate 
Bank’s Volunteer Day with her cowork-
ers. 

In a back room of the shop, the group 
of six sorted an explosion of donations. 
They dug through piles of clothes, shoes, 
household items and the occasional wig, 
laughing together over interesting finds. 

The crew worked hard and with smiles 
until the store closed at 5 p.m. 

Thank you to all of the First Interstate 
Bank employees in Ennis for your com-
munity support: Denie Amberson, Kelly 
Patterson, Anna Spicer, Bob Briggs, 
Jenny Johnerson and Arden Dettwyler.

Joseph Edward Hochadel
December 13, 1924 to August 20, 2019

Joseph Edward Hochadel, 
94, of Sarasota passed away 

peacefully on Tuesday, August 
20, 2019. He was born in New-
ark, New Jersey. His military 
service began on Feb. 24, 1943 
with the U.S. Army Medical 
Corp as a Technical Sergeant 
in the 34th Infantry Division. 
His World War II service 
began in North Africa and con-
tinued with the unbelievable 

battles at Anzio and Monte 
Cassino, Italy. He was honored 
with two Bronze Stars and a 
Purple Heart. Upon conclusion 
of the war and his honorable 
discharge in Nov. 1945, he con-
tinued his education becoming 
a licensed electrician. He was 
the proud owner of lightning 
fixture stores in Springfield, 

NJ, Bedminster, NJ and 
Bernardsville NJ. Joseph had 
been a local Sarasota resident 
since 1990 and was a member 
of Bee Ridge Presbyterian 
Church. Joseph enjoyed his 
grandchildren, square dancing, 
and golf. His wife, Ruth, of 
67 years passed away in 2017. 
Survived by his sons, Joseph 

F. Hochadel; Gary R. Ho-
chadel; Thomas J. (and wife, 
MaryAnne) Hochadel; and five 
grandchildren, Briana, Ryan, 
Kerstyn, Derek and Jason; and 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews. A memorial/committal 
ceremony will be held at the 
Sarasota National Cemetery. 
Donations may be made to Bee 

Ridge Presbyterian Church, 
4826 McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, 
FL 34233 (http://www.beer-
idgechurch.org/) or Tidewell 
Hospice of Sarasota (http://
tidewellhospice.org).

Arrangements by All Vet-
erans-All Families Funerals & 
Cremations.

Bill Dringle
March 2, 1938 to September 9, 2019

Bill Dringle passed away 
September 9, 2019 in Ennis, 
Montana surrounded by his 
family. He died of complica-
tions related to Parkinson’s. 
He was born March 2, 1938 in 
Bozeman, Montana to George 

C Dringle and Dorothy T 
Noble. 

Bill graduated from Harri-
son High School in Harrison, 
Montana in 1955 and continued 
his education at Montana State 
College in Bozeman.  Bill 
returned to the family ranch at 
Cherry Creek just outside of 
Norris, Montana and short-
ly after, he married Karen 
Warburton on October 4, 1958. 
They had two daughters Sherri 
and Brenda while living in 
Cherry Creek.

  They sold the ranch in 
Cherry Creek and purchased 
a ranch north of Belgrade, 
Montana in 1965 where he 
was in partnership with his 
dad George C. and his brother 
George R. “Chop.”Shortly after 
moving to Belgrade, he and 
Karen had two more children, 
Mark and Melanie. 

 Bill was very active in the 
community. He was a Direc-
tor and President of Gallatin 
Beef Producers, Bozeman 
Jaycee Rancher of the Year 

and a 4-H leader. In 1973 they 
sold the ranch and moved to 
Ennis, Montana and purchased 
the Rainbow Valley Motel. 
Approximately seven years 
later they sold the motel and 
opened Fan Mountain Real 
Estate. While operating the 
real estate company he became 
a 3 Rivers Telephone Director 
“33 years “, a Madison County 
Commissioner “6 years”, built 
and owned Fan Mountain Inn 
“8 years”, was a member of the 
Elks club, rodeo club, and was 

a part of several other organi-
zations. 

 Bill’s love was his family, 
his work, and everything about 
life. He was always there to 
help someone.  He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents 
George and Dorothy Dringle, 
also his brother Chop. 

Bill is survived by his 
wife Karen of 60 years, Joel 
and Sherri Shows “daughter 
“, Bruce and Brenda Howard 
“daughter “, Mark and Tami 
Dringle “Son “, Duncan and 

10 grandchildren and spouses, 
three great grandchildren, Mel-
anie Hedges “daughter “, soon 
to be 4. 

A memorial service will be 
held in Ennis at the Presbyteri-
an Church at 1 PM on Septem-
ber 28. A reception will be at 
the EL Western Convention 
Center immediately following. 
Arrangements are made by 
K-L Mortuaries. Please send 
donations to Madison Valley 
Hospital Nursing Department. 

obituaries

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

Dear Editor,

The engine for prosperity and economic well-being of Madison County comes from its land, 
lake, rivers and wildlife. Hunters, fisherman, ranchers, shop owners, guides, and tourists---all look 
to our county commissioners to help protect these vital resources. 

Jack Creek is a major tributary and spawning ground of the Madison River, further degradation 
of this stream and the Madison by the county is a major mistake.  The latest damage to the creek 
and streambank by the county included uprooting trees and stripping  the streambank as well as 
plowing debris into the creek. The damage and muddy runoff into Jack Creek is clearly shown by 
the accompanying photos. 

The excuse that sacrificing Jack Creek and the Madison to make travel safer or easier from the 
high priced developments of Moonlight and Big Sky has no merit. As there are many one lane pinch 
points in the  three mile canyon segment of Jack Creek road, faster speeds will only cause more 
accidents and certainly not improve safety.

Howard Sheridan, MD 
Jack Creek Rd. Ennis

Killing the goose that lays 
the golden eggs

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

OPINION

September 19, 2019A5THE MADISONIAN



Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
Quinn Diamond, Owner/Office Manager

RE/MAX Mountain Property

Lot 66 Madison Trail – Cameron - $279,000
• 20 +/- acres, seasonal access • 1 bd, 1 ba, 490 +/- sf • 
panoramic mountain views • shared well, wood stove 
• private gated community • approx taxes $ 496. per yr

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™

Lot 1 Driftwaters Resort – Cameron - $350,000 
• 1.272+/- acres • endless commercial 

opportunities • possible fly shop, recreational 
vehicle rental • close to Madison River, 

Hebgen Lake • includes community water 
system • power to the lot • approx taxes TBD

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

W Hugel- Ennis - $215,000
• 0.193+/-acres • 3bd, 2 ba, 1200 +/- sq ft • new flooring 
and appliances • corner lot in town • single level energy-

efficient home • fiber optic internet connection

Coachman Drive – McAllister - $479,000
• 1.72+/- acres • 4bd, 2ba, 1902 +/- sq ft • 

open floor plan, vaulted ceilings • river rock gas 
fireplace • beautiful lawn featuring mature trees 

• concrete drive, composite decks • custom 
accents throughout

2 N. Rainbow Point Rd – McAllister - $799,000
• 1.851 +/- acres, year round access • 2 bd, 2 ba, 1672+/- 

sf • RARE Ennis Lake Frontage! • panoramic mountain 
views • open floor plan • vaulted ceilings 

• approx taxes $1531 per yr

US Highway 287S – Cameron - $445,000
• 19.72+/- acres • 2 bd, 2.5 ba, 2080 +/- sf • amazing 
Sphinx views, close to Ennis •  newer log home, burled 
log details •  detached garage, drive in drive out doors • 
on demand water heater, stainless appliances • close to 

hunting, fishing, riding, town • approx taxes $ 1,238 per yr

Soaring Eagle - Ennis - $569,000
• 3.03 +/- acres • 3bd, 2.5 ba, 2380 +/- sq ft • cathedral 
ceilings, open floor plan • NEW CONSTRUCTION, low 

maintenance • concrete pad/walk and landscaping in 
progress • high efficiency, quality finishes

2668 MT Highway 287 – Sheridan - $850,000
• 58.737+/-acres • 3bd, 2 ba, 1768 +/- sq ft • abundant 
water rights • wheel line and flood irrigated hayfields • 

California Creek crosses the property 
• highly productive ground

Call Kim
Foreman

406.570.8729

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

PRICE REDUCED

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

Call Laura 
Gilmore

406.570.8729

PRICE REDUCED NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Call Bill
Mercer

406.581.5574

Call Corinna 
Christensen

406.570.6742

Call Corinna 
Christensen

406.570.6742

Call Lincoln
Roberts

406.581.6283

September 8, 2019

A public safety complaint 
was made in Twin Bridges.
Two welfare checks were 
made in Norris and Ennis.
A disturbance was 
reported in Cameron.

September 9, 2019

An accident occurred in 
McAllister.
An animal complaint was 
made in Ennis.
A traffic complaint was 
made in Cameron.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Silver 
Star.

September 10, 2019

A disturbance was 
reported in Ennis.
A wildlife complaint was 
made in Twin Bridges.
A traffic complaint was 
made in Big Sky.
An accident occurred in 
Norris.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Ennis.

A welfare check was made 
in Ennis.
Medical aid was 
administered in Sheridan.

September 11, 2019

An accident occurred in 
Laurin.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Ennis and 
Harrison.
A citizen was assisted in 
Cameron.
A traffic complaint was 
made in Twin Bridges.
A disturbance was 
reported in Harrison.

September 12, 2019

An accident occurred in 
Whitehall.
A trespass complaint was 
made in Alder.
An abandoned vehicle was 
reported in Alder.
A traffic complaint was 
made in Ennis.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Alder.
An accident occurred in 
McAllister.

September 13, 2019

Medical aid was 
administered in Whitehall 
and Ennis.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in McAllister.
A fire callout was made in 
Sheridan.
An accident occurred in 
Norris.
A traffic complaint was 
made in McAllister.

September 14, 2019

Theft complaints were 
made in Twin Bridges and 
Ennis.
A traffic complaint was 
made in Norris.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Ennis and 
Sheridan.
A wildlife complaint was 
made in Norris.
A welfare check was 
performed in Twin Bridges.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Sheridan.
A dog complaint was made 
in Sheridan.
Disturbances were 
reported in Sheridan

The Madison County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to 70 calls for 
service from September 8-14, 
2019.

 

*Please note the 
new physical 
address for our 
office, 5 Placer 
Loop, Virginia 
City as of 9/5/19.  

Thank you!

Madison County 
D I S P AT C H

SEPTEMBER 8 - 14, 2019
In areas with low cell phone coverage, 
you can now text 911 in case of emergency.

Mayor of 15 years resigns
Twin Bridges Mayor Tom Hyndman felt it was time
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BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Twin Bridges Mayor Tom 
Hyndman approved his last 
town budget as mayor during 
the town council meeting Sept. 
10.

Tom Hyndman’s term ended 
Sept. 13. He served as Twin 
Bridges’ mayor for 15 years 

and spent about seven years 
prior as a council member. 
Hyndman is looking forward 
to spending a little more time 
with his family and starting 
a new job, but he has enjoyed 
serving as mayor. 

“I never thought I’d be a 
part of something like this,” 
Hyndman said. “I met a lot 
of nice people throughout the 

state as mayor.”
Hyndman liked staying 

updated with new laws and reg-
ulations and advised the next 
mayor to take advantage of the 
workshops the state provides 
every year as an opportunity to 
learn and remain current. It’s 
a great way to see how other 
towns are handling similar 
situations. 

“I just figured it was time 
for me to get out and let some-
one else take over,” Hyndman 
said.

One of Hyndman’s last 
approvals was the 2020 fiscal 
year budget. The total budget 
for Twin Bridges was approved 
at about $1.5 million, which in-
cludes funds like public works 
and town employee wages. Former Mayor Tom Hyndman. PHOTO COURTESY 

HYNDMAN FAMILY.

Lee Robison, Madison 
Valley author, is launching his 
new volume of poetry, HAVE at 
a meet-read-and sign event at 
Rank’s Mercantile in Virginia 
City on, Saturday, September 21, 
at 1:00pm. (See attached PDF 
for publication information)

Robison was born in Boze-
man, Montana, in 1948. He grew 
up on a ranch in McAllister, 
Montana, working cattle and 
sheep, irrigating, and working 

in the hay fields. After graduat-
ing from Ennis High School, he 
earned a Bachelor’s and then a 
Master’s Degree from Brigham 
Young University. He is retired 
from the U.S. Federal service, 
having spent thirty years work-
ing for the Indian Health Ser-
vice, first on the Navajo Nation 
in Window Rock, Arizona, and 
then at the Rockville, Maryland, 
IHS Headquarters. For those 
thirty years he wrote poetry in 

the evenings and on the com-
muter trains and busses. Lee 
and Kathy, his wife of 42 years, 
moved back to Montana in 2013, 
and now live near McAllister.

Robison has been writing 
since high school, and has 
published many journals and 
magazines. He says of himself 
that he has written poems in 
several states and a couple of 
centuries. 

The title of his book, Have, 

suggests one of the strongest 
thematic undercurrents in this 
collection. In examining the 
growth from innocence to expe-
rience these poems look at what 
possession means, and suggests, 
sometimes, that to “have” means 
being had, and being possessed 
by what we possess. The poems 
in this collection discuss how 
men and women seek, and some-
times find, hope and faith in a 
universe that requites neither.

Many of these poems draw 
from Robison’s ranch experi-
ences for their subject matter 
and imagery and uses these 
experiences to examine what 
it means to have something, to 
take something, to belong some-
where. In the poem “Native,” 
for example, ranch and farm 
imagery is contrasted with the 

imagery of Montana’s pre-histo-
ry to ask to whom does this land 
belong, and what validates that 
possession. What is it that make 
this Valley, the River, these 
Mountains ours? In “Requiem 
for a Rancher” the question be-
comes what can an old cowboy 
take with him when he dies? and 
just how much of him remains 
in the land and the landscape he 
formed in his lifetime? 

Brian Kahn, author of Real 
Common Sense and host of 
Montana Public Radio’s Home 
Ground writes “Robison’s words 
span cultures, place and time, 
ringing deep and true.  These 
poems are rich in often hard 
sentiment, there is no sugared 
sentimentality. In Robison’s 
world, human life is hard, some-
times good.”

In his retirement, Robi-
son has continued with his 
writing, working on both fiction 
and poetry. He maintains a 
blog, writelee.com, on which he 
posts fiction, essays, and poetry. 
Some of the poems in Have first 
appeared on this blog. He is 
currently working on organizing 
a collection of his short sto-
ries which he expects to finish 
sometime in the next year. He 
is also preparing a collection of 
his Haiku, which has a working 
title of Montana Zen—Cowboy 
Haiku.

Lee and his wife Kathy 
moved back to Montana in 2013. 
They have three lovely daugh-
ters, all of whom are changing 
the world in fine wonderful 
ways.

Local author book signing and reading
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CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT (CNA) CLASS
     Sept 30, 2019 – October 11, 2019

8:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
75 HOURS ($750 VALUE)

Let us pay for your education! 
Become a member of our TEAM!

Madison Valley Manor and Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center have a 
limited number of openings for those interested in a career in healthcare.

Get paid while you learn.

If you are interested in becoming a CNA please contact:
Christine Despres, Director of Nursing

Madison Valley Manor 682-7271 
OR

Jody Galica, Director of Nursing Tobacco         
Root Mountains Care Center 842-5600

September 23, 2019, deadline for applications.

Looking for a career 
instead of a job? 

Re/Max Mountain Property of Ennis put in the hard work of cleaning adopting and cleaning up a 
section of the highway, Re/Max Mountain property continues to “give where they live.” Pictured 
here, left to right: Laura Gilmore, Bill Mercer, Lincoln Roberts, and Kimberly Foreman.
SUBMITTED PHOTO.

We Give Where 
We Live!

EVENING OF ART
Friday, September21st   ~  5pm - 8pm

ENNIS, MONTANA

Please join us for an

COME ENJOY REFRESHMENTS (catered by Sherry Shows)  AND MEET OUR FEATURED ARTISTS!

Gallery 287  
50 HWY 287 UNIT C

406-490-1453
Featuring: Demonstrations by 

Cindy Eberts, Stephano and 
William Casolara

www.gallery287.com

Cattleman Gallery & Custom Framing
413 West Main St. 
(across from Rodeo grounds)

406-682-5775
Featuring: Gerry Mooney,
Photographerer

Student 
of the 
Week

The Alder School 
would like to 
recognize Madden 

Hockemeyer as the 
student of the week.  
Madden is in the fourth 
grade. He shows 

patience and kindness with other students. He 
enjoys playing basketball.   
Congratulations, Madden!

We are proud of YOU!

2325 Hwy 287  •  406-842-5679

Propane
Hunting & Fishing Supplies 

Hunting Licenses
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The Town Pump Charitable Foundation is 

providing $400,000
for qualified Montana charitable organizations and schools to 
support backpack feeding programs for hungry Montana children. 
Backpack feeding programs provide nutritious and easy to prepare 
meals for weekends and holidays when children are not in school.

Grant amounts will range from $2,500 to $10,000. 

To apply or for more information go online to 

townpumpfoundation.com/backpackapp
Applications are due by September 30, 2019. 

SPORTS

PHOTOS AND STORY BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Ennis Mustangs held off the Hawks the first quarter, with no points on the score board. 
But the Joliet Hawks took the lead in the second quarter. Rye Brastrup number 33 on the Hawks 
ran 24 yards for the first touchdown of the game. Hawks quarterback, Hayden Ward, threw for a 
two-point conversion but was unsuccessful. Ward’s next throw into the end zone was successful, 
connecting with Caleb Baily for a 32-yard pass and touchdown. Brastrup made a successful run for 
the two-point conversion. In the final minute of the first half Brastrup scored his second touch-
down of the game, running six yards into the end zone. 

Joliet was the first to score in the second half with another Ward- Bailey connection, and 
another Brastrup two-point conversion run. The next several minutes were a battle for points. The 
ball was turned over several times before Ennis Mustangs’ Jacob Johnson jumped into the end 
zone through a pile of players. Ennis quarterback, Brand Ostler, attempted a two-point conversion 
but was unsuccessful. 

Joliet was the only one to score in the fourth quarter with Wyatt Anderson running three years 
for a touchdown. The final score was 34 Hawks, 6 Mustangs.

Ennis Mustangs fall to Joliet Hawks 6-34
Loss for first home game of the season

Loss
Sept. 13

0 – 0, 0 – 20, 6 – 28, 6 – 34  

Defensive Tackles: 8
Individual Leader: Ian Swanson
Individual Leader Tackles: 2.5

Interceptions Ennis: 2
Interceptions Joliet: 0

Sacks: 0

Passing Yards Ennis: 25
Passing Yards Joliet: 114
Rushing Yards Ennis: 161

Individual Leader: Jacob Johnson
Individual Leader Yards:85

Rushing Yards Joliet: 205

Touchdowns Ennis: 1
Touchdown Leader: Jacob Johnson

Touchdowns Joliet: 5

Turnovers Ennis: 4
Turnovers Joliet: 2

Time of possession Ennis: 26:20
Time of possession Joliet: 21:40

ENNIS MUSTANGS VS JOLIET HAWKS

Panthers run past Fromberg
BY MIKE WETHERBEE

The Panthers opened up with a strong running game against the Fromberg Falcons last weekend.  The Falcons stopped the Panthers on their first possession, but it was all Panthers after that.  
Cade McParland Rolled off 286 rushing yards on 11 carries and scored 6 touchdowns to lead his team to a 70-0 victory over the visiting Falcons.  The team was also impressive on defense where 
Hartson Van Houten led the team with 6 tackles 1 interception and a fumble recovery.  The Panthers had a great goal line stand from the 3 yard line where on 3rd and goal Hartson Van Houten Inter-
cepted the ball at the 1 yard line to stop the Falcons from scoring.  This was a great home win for the Panthers who host the Reed Point/ Rapelje Renegades in another home game Friday, September 
20th at 7 p.m. under the lights.  The stat leaders are as follows:

By Keely Larson
connect@madisoniannews.com

After the cancelation of the 
Pony meet, Madison County 
High School cross country 
teams went elsewhere to stay on 
track. The weekend turned out 
to be beneficial for the runners, 
and the coaches are continu-
ously proud of improvements 
made.

Sheridan coach Myra Deav-
al took Luke Dvorak and Simah 
Anson to West Yellowstone 
for the West Yellowstone Trail 
Run on Saturday. “This was an 
exciting run, it being their first 
real trail run,” Coach Deaval 
said. “And a little intimidating 
with the mandatory bear spray 
training before the run,” she 
continued. Anson placed 8th in 
the race and Dvorak finished 
1st. 

Twin Bridges runners 
Morgan Hendrickson (20:27), 
Rob Dale (21:51), CJ Wayland 

(24:01) and Hunter Sager (24:13) 
also participated in the West 
Yellowstone Trail Run. Will 
Morris was unable to attend 
due to illness. Coach Stacy 
Dale explained the course as 
being unfamiliar to anything 
the runners experienced thus 
far. They traversed through 
the Custer Gallatin National 
Forest on trails that doubled as 
cross country ski courses in the 
winter. 

Ennis coach Melinda Legg 
took her runners to the Boze-
man Invite at the Bridger Golf 
Course on Saturday. “Coaches 
feel we are doing the right 
things to be competitive against 
other C schools, which will 
be this coming Friday in Twin 
Bridges,” Coach Legg said. 
Her high school team times are 
as follows: Tait Olsen (21:44), 
Maida Knapton (23:40) Kyle 
LaClair (23:53), Wyatt Fredson 
(24:22), Genesis Boyles (26:30) 
and Megan Barsness (28:42).

Defensive
Hartson Van Houten  6 tackles 1 interception 1 fumble 

recovery
Kaiden Batzler 4 tackles 1 interception for a touchdown and 

1 fumble recovery
Jason Chisholm 2 tackles 1 interception
Coleman Gilman 2 tackles and 2 sacks

Rushing
Cade McParland  11 carries 286 yards and 6 touchdowns

Henry Sutton 5 carries for 57 yards and 1 touchdown

Receiving
Joe Gilman 2 receptions for 31 yards and 1 touchdown

Hartson Van Houten 1 reception for 2 yards and 1 touchdown

Passing
Kole Hill 5 for 8 for 78 yards and 2 touchdowns

PAT
Caden Theis  5 for 10 and ten points

Cross Country 
teams branch out

 The Mustangs go for a touchdown in the third quarter against the Joliet Hawks. Mustangs tackle a Hawk during the fourth quarter of the game.

Photos courtesy Missy Wood
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BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Nicholette 
Picken 

sales associate
 406.698.0853

12 EAGLE DRIVE, SHERIDAN
$375,00 | #331193

RESIDENTIAL LISTINGS

•	 Beautiful 2 bd, 2 ba, 3,222± sf home 
•	 200± feet of Mill Creek Frontage! 
•	 Beautiful updated kitchen w/stainless appliances

Dawn Marie 
Dickson 

sales associate
406.600.4802     

203 MILL STREET, SHERIDAN 
$335,000 | #331633

•	 360 degree views of the Ruby Valley! 
•	 1,766± sf, 3 bd, 2 ba home 
•	 Garage, Barn, Corrals & 4.77± acres! 

•	 Charming open concept kitchen 
•	 Great views of the Ruby Mountains! 
•	 Perfect get-away cabin! 

Holly 
Driskill

sales associate
406.451.3527  

CRITTENDEN ST., VIRGINIA CITY 
$184,900 | #335562

Nicole 
Griffis

sales associate
 406.581.7130

GREEN ACRES LN., MCALLISTER 
$949,000 | #334043

•	 4 bd, 3 ba log home on the Madison River 
•	 20± acres bordering BLM 
•	 White oak flooring, river rock fireplace

Jill
Gaar 

sales associate
406.580.5636     

40 SUN EAGLE LANE, CAMERON 
$784,000 | #325611

•	 6.42± acres in North Meadow Creek 
•	 Gourmet kitchen, 4 bd, 2.5 ba 
•	 Vaulted ceilings, custom sauna, garage, shop 

•	 New 2,655± sf, 3 bd, 3 ba home! 
•	 Stainless appliances, granite counters 
•	 Garage, porches, outstanding views! 

Kristie
Vessey

sales associate
406.580.1842  

5 CEDAR COURT, ENNIS 
$479,900 | #334564

•	 Gorgeous custom 2 story home 
•	 1,200± sf patio w/gazebo 
•	 Grand kitchen, fireplace, garage 

Joszie 
Driear

sales associate
406.580.4469  

36 SILO ROAD, BELGRADE 
$449,900 | #335175

•	 20± acres, shop, greenhouse 
•	 2,304± sf, 4 bd, 3 ba home 
•	 Wrap around deck, large living, two levels 

Sara
Johnson

broker
406.570.4249  

24 BUFFALO LANCE, CAMERON 
$579,000 | #319383

 Join Us For The 27th Annual

DATE:  Sunday, September 29
WHERE: Madison Meadows Golf Course
TIME:  10:00 am (shotgun start)
FOUR PERSON SCRAMBLE  
(If you can’t find a team – we’ll find one for you)
ENTRY FEE: $65.00  (Includes 18 holes of golf, cart & 
breakfast and light lunch)
RSVP: Madison Meadows Proshop: 682-7468
Proceeds go to Harrison

Granny Lueck Memorial Golf Tournament

Pet of the Week

Well folks, I’m not on this comfy couch any longer. Nope 
that was when I was found by some nice folks who took 

me in. Then they brought me to the rescue.  Guess I was 
abandoned. Makes me sad.  I’m a really nice loving guy.  I’m 
neutered, UTD on vaccinations, neg. for FIV/FeLV and so ready 
for you to adopt me and give me a loving 
home.  Purrease call Misty at 439-1405 
and come soon.  Longingly, Alexander

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Alexander

McLeod Mercantile
2 convenience store locations

Norris & Sheridan
Bulk fuel delivery in Madison 

& Jefferson counties

(406)685-3379
**24 Hour fueling** **snacks**
**fi shing licenses, bait & tackle**

SPORTS
Double win for 

the Panthers
A successful week for 

Sheridan Panthers Volleyball
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Panthers traveled to take on the Falcons on their home 
turf in Twin Bridges Sept. 10. In five rounds, the Panthers 
beat the Falcons 3 -2. The same score was the result of their 
non-conference game against the Rebels of Shields Valley Sept. 
14. Sheridan junior, Mackenzee Fabel, led in kills and blocks 
as a key player in both games along with senior Micara Dever-
eaux, who led in assists in both games. The Panther’s varsity 
experience on the court showed through several other seniors 
including, Tia Hill and Amanda Grow, who contributed to 
leading numbers of digs and aces in both games, and Zoe Lee 
who contributed 6 kills along with Mackenzee Fabel against the 
Rebels.

Sheridan Panthers vs Twin 
Bridges Falcons

Won 
Sept. 10

KILLS
Team total: 28

Individual Leader: Mackenzee 
Fabel

Individual Total: 15

BLOCKS
Team total: 5

Individual Leader: Mackenzee 
Fabel

Individual Total: 2

DIGS
Team total: 43

Individual Leader: Tia Hill
Individual Total: 8

ASSISTS
Team total: 26

Individual Leader: Micara 
Devereaux

Individual Total: 13

ACES
Team total: 11

Individual Leader: Tia Hill
Individual Total: 5

Sheridan Panthers vs Shields 
Valley Rebels 

Won
Sept. 14

KILLS
Team total: 19

Individual Leader: Mackenzee 
Fabel/ Zoe Lee

Individual Total: 6

BLOCKS
Team total: 16

Individual Leader: Mackenzee 
Fabel/ Desaray Tipton

Individual Total: 5

DIGS
Team total: 57

Individual Leader: Amanda 
Grow

Individual Total: 18

ASSISTS
Team total: 19

Individual Leader: Micara 
Devereaux

Individual Total: 11

ACES
Team total: 12

Individual Leader: Tia Hill/ 
Amanda Grow

Individual Total: 4

Harrison Wildcats dig 
deep for a win

Harrison Wildcats volleyball lost out-of-conference 
but win in-conference

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Wildcats played back to back volleyball games in Harrison. Last week’s first game was an out-of-conference game 
and ended in three rounds, with the Drummond Trojans taking the win. Aleena Bacon, Wildcat’s junior setter and hitter, 
out blocked the Trojans 2-1. It was the single lead that Harrison had over Drummond. 

The next day the Panthers matched up with the Twin Bridges Falcons. In five rounds the Wildcats defeated the Falcons 
3-2. The teams alternated round-wins with Harrison winning the first and last rounds. Each had their dominating rounds in 
the third and fourth, and close battles for the other rounds. Wildcat Junior Rosie Chater lead in digs, almost topping Twin 
Bridges’ overall digs. Chater was a constant contributor in winning against the Falcons, along with Aleena Bacon who lead 
the Wildcats in kills both games and Dana Lerum who lead in assists for both games.

“We didn’t play with much intensity and our serve receive game was weak, Thursday against Drummond. We definitely 
turned both of those around Friday versus Twin, and may have played our best match of the season,” Harrison Volleyball 
Head Coach, Lisa Cooper said.

Harrison Wildcats vs Drum-
mond Trojans 

Lost
Sept. 12

9-25, 14-25, 15-25

KILLS 
Team Total: 7

Individual Leader: Aleena 
Bacon

Individual Total: 6

BLOCKS
Team Total: 4

Individual Leader: Aleena 
Bacon

Individual Total: 2

DIGS
Team Total: 2

Individual Leader: Sophie 
Mitchell

Individual Total: 2

ASSISTS
Team Total: 6

Individual Leader: Dana 
Lerum

Individual Total: 5

ACES
Team Total: 6

Individual Leader: Aleena 
Bacon/ Sophie Mitchell 

Individual Total: 2

Harrison Wildcats vs Twin 
Bridges Falcons

Won
Sept. 13

21-25, 23-25, 9-25, 25-20, 
15-12

KILLS 
Team Total: 18

Individual Leader: Aleena 
Bacon

Individual Total: 12

BLOCKS
Team Total: 1

Individual Leader: Rosie. 
Chater

Individual Total: 1

DIGS
Team Total: 29

Individual Leader: Rosie 
Chater

Individual Total: 8

ASSISTS
Team Total: 15

Individual Leader: Dana 
Lerum

Individual Total: 5

ACES
Team Total: 7

Individual Leader: Rosie 
Chater

Individual Total: 3

Harrison junior, Rosie Chater takes it to the net against the 
Falcons on Sept. 13. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF ANDREA CHRISTENSEN

Photos courtesy Missy Wood
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Partly cloudy skies. High 62F. 
Winds SW at 10 to 15 mph.

“An 
investment 
in knowledge 
pays the best 
interest.”

- Benjamin Franklin

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Considerable clouds early. Some 
decrease in clouds later in the day. 
High around 60F. Winds WSW at 
10 to 15 mph.

Intervals of clouds and sunshine. 
High near 70F. Winds SW at 5 to 
10 mph.

Overcast with rain showers at 
times. High 52F. Winds W at 5 to 
10 mph. Chance of rain 40%.

Considerable cloudiness with 
occasional rain showers. High 
53F. Winds SW at 5 to 10 mph. 
Chance of rain 40%.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Gary Kinney
Call 702-5372

or Text 596-7003

Chimney & 
Dryer Vent Cleaning

pure-windowcleaning.com
ennispurewindowcleaning@gmail.com

Mark Sixel
(406) 660-0421

PO BOX 314
Ennis, MT 59729

• Free Quotes
• Residential
• Commercial
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

SPORTS
A loss sandwiched 
between two W’s

Mustang Volleyball’s long battle week
BY HANNAH KEARSE

news@madisoniannews.com

Ennis Mustangs volleyball had a busy week, traveling to three games. They brought back one 
loss in between two wins. The Mustangs promptly beat the Drummond Trojans in three rounds 
for their first game of the week Sept. 10. Their next game against the Three Forks Wolves was 
a back-and-forth battle. It was a close game until the last round, as both teams tired and scored 
much lower than in the preceding rounds. The Mustangs fell to the Wolves in five rounds. The 
week’s final game resulted in a win for Ennis. Barely losing the first round to the Prospectors, 
the Mustangs made sure it didn’t happen again and defeated Granite High School in four rounds. 
Senior Riley Robinson showed up at every game, dominating assists for the Mustangs. 

Sophmore Shelbey Klein was another instrumental player on the court, topping the team’s 
kills, blocks, digs or aces in each game. The Mustangs started strong and finished strong this 
week.

Ennis Mustangs vs Drummond 
Trojans

Won
Sept. 10

25-17, 25-15, 25-14

KILLS 
Team Total: 25

Individual Leader: Shelbey 
Klein 

Individual Total: 6

BLOCKS
Team Total: 5

Individual Leader: Shelbey 
Klein/ Landri Paladichuk

Individual Total: 2

DIGS
Team Total: 11

Individual Leader: Shelbey 
Klein/ Landri Paladichuk/ 

Avery Oliver
Individual Total: 2

ASSISTS
Team Total: 24

Individual Leader: Riley 
Robinson

Individual Total: 13

ACES
Team Total: 15

Individual Leader: Kayla 
Hedges

Individual Total: 4

Ennis Mustangs vs Three Forks 
Wolves

Loss
Sept. 12

23-25, 25-17, 26-28, 27-25, 7-15

KILLS 
Team Total: 35

Individual Leader: Kennedy 
Davies

Individual Total: 18

BLOCKS
Team Total: 7

Individual Leader: Shelbey 
Klein 

Individual Total: 5

DIGS
Team Total: 12

Individual Leader: Riley 
Robinson/ Shae Lovett

Individual Total: 3

ASSISTS
Team Total: 32

Individual Leader: Riley 
Robinson 

Individual Total: 23

ACES
Team Total: 16

Individual Leader: Olivia 
Lohrenz/ Shelbey Klein

Individual Total: 6

Ennis Mustangs vs Granite 
Prospectors

Won
Sept. 14

22-25, 25-23, 25- 29, 25-12

KILLS 
Team Total: 31

Individual Leader: Kennedy 
Davies

Individual Total: 11

BLOCKS
Team Total: 5

Individual Leader: Shelbey 
Klein/ Avery Oliver
Individual Total: 2

DIGS
Team Total: 17

Individual Leader: Landri 
Paladichuk

Individual Total: 6

ASSISTS
Team Total: 27

Individual Leader: Riley 
Robinson

Individual Total: 17

ACES
Team Total: 12

Individual Leader: Riley 
Ronbinson

Individual Total: 4
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panorama
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By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

In a world that values individualism and indepen-
dence almost to an extreme, people like Dottie 
Fossel are instrumental in promoting commu-

nity values. Fossel is hardworking and self-reliant, but 
also community-minded, selfless and devoted. These 
characteristics come together and guide her work with 
the Madison Valley Medical Center and the Jack Creek 
Preserve.

Fossel grew up concrete-jungle-adjacent, 50 miles 
north of New York City, near lakes and wild turkeys. She 
worked as a school nurse teacher, but when her children 
were born she was able to be a full-time caregiver. Due 
to this ability, she joined a plethora of boards in her New 
York community, and committing time to community 
boards persisted.

Upon moving to Ennis, Fossel was encouraged to run 
for the hospital board. She did, was elected and started 
her first term at the old hospital. “We’re here to serve 
the community and to keep them well, but we couldn’t 
do it with the equipment needed unless the community 
reached out and gave to our foundation,” Fossel said, 
emphasizing how crucial the community was in the de-
velopment of the new hospital.

Situated in an office with a big window by the main 
door, people walking by during the interview would 
wave at Fossel and she would respond with a big smile 
and exuberant wave. The community means so much 
to her, and it is obvious she means just as much to the 
community.

The initial move to Ennis was for reasons similar to 
many. Fossel and her then husband were looking for a 
reprieve from his investment job, and followed the wild-
life, landscape and recreational components to Montana.

Fossel and her husband at the time established the 
Jack Creek Preserve to stand up against the fast devel-
opment of Big Sky towards the Moonlight side of the 
mountain. They purchased just about 10,000 acres of 
land with the goal of preserving it for generations to 
come. A parcel was later sold to increase endowments 
for educational programs, and 4,500 acres remain.

Primarily, Fossel wanted to emphasize the impor-
tance of undeveloped, open spaces. “We wanted our 
children and our grandchildren to have a place to come,” 
she explained. A place to come free from million dollar 
houses, the busyness of recreation and stress.

The Madison Valley Manor and the Jack Creek 
Preserve encompass much of Fossel’s time in Ennis. She 
likes to add a personal touch to components of her jobs, 
writing thank you notes to donors and greeting out-of-
state groups that come to tour the Preserve. “I like to 
talk to the kids about the history of the land and how 
the Preserve started and what animals they might see,” 
she said.

In her spare time, Fossel enjoys tennis and pickle 
ball. “Some of the men that I play with can do both at 
the same time—they can do one or the other one day, 
and one the next—not me,” she laughed. The game 
styles are too similar and she separates tennis season 
from pickle ball season in order not to accidentally mix 
techniques.

At the front desk of the hospital, Fossel had a genu-
ine conversation with a man she knew from pickle ball. 
She jumped behind the front desk at one point to assist 
a person standing in the lobby, and conversed with the 
women behind the desk.

Retirement is not on the horizon for Fossel. “I really 
enjoy making a difference and working with our CEO 
and the board for the betterment of the community as 
best as I can,” she explained, but laughed and also said, 
“I think that really has to be my last one (board term).” 
One could say retirement for Fossel might mean cutting 
back on one board, but finding time for something new.

 Dottie Fossel does just about 
everything with Ennis in mind

Community focused

Dottie smiling outside the Madison Valley Medical Center. With some bothersome wind, we laughed about going for the ‘windswept 
look.’ PHOTO BY KEELY LARSON

“I really enjoy 
making a difference 

and working with our 
CEO and the board for 
the betterment of the 
community as best as I 

can,” she explained.



We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

BE WELL

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

Ruby Valley
Medical
Center

The Ruby Valley Medical Center is an equal
opportunity employer and provider

www.RVMC.org  •  (406) 842-5453

...Offers a Timely Pay Discount of 10%!

...Has a telemedicine network with 
    specialists at Bozeman Healthcare. Talk
    to your specialist about arranging
    telemedicine appointments, even if they
    are not part of Bozeman Healthcare;
...Offers chiropractic and mental ...Offers chiropractic and mental 
    healthcare;
...Has visiting specialists for podiatry,
    gynecology, surgery and hearing aids at
    the Sheridan Clinic;
...Can arrange a same-day appointment
    for urgent care.

The Ruby Valley Medical Center also 
offers MRIs (magnetic resonance imaging) 

every Tuesday!  

Please call (406) 842-5453 to arrange an 
appointment.

AAA encouraging caregivers to have car 
seats inspected in celebration of Child 

Passenger Safety Week
Caregivers should avoid these five most common mistakes. Research shows 

3 out of 4 child car seats are installed incorrectly
Submitted by 

SERGIO AVILA

In today’s on-the-go 
society, children are 
more mobile than ever 

before.  For Child Passenger 
Safety Week, AAA is remind-
ing caregivers to get their 
car seats inspected or in-
stalled by nationally certified 
AAA Child Passenger Safety 
technicians. This service is 
open to anyone for free year-
round, in Arizona, Montana, 
Nevada, Northern California, 
Utah and Wyoming.

 AAA is conducting 
inspections at available 
locations, and educating 
the public on five of the 
most common child safety 
seat installation mistakes 
through an educational vid-
eo. They urge the public to 
participate in this program 
given that three out of four 
child car seats are installed 
incorrectly. 

“We are committed to 
ensuring caregivers are 
confident knowing that their 
children are safe and secure 
because their car seats have 
been properly installed,” said 
Karen Bianchini, Senior Vice 
President of Communications 

and Community Impact, 
AAA Northern California 
and six other Western states. 
“When installed correctly, a 
car seat reduces the risk of 
fatal injury by 71 percent for 
infants and 54 percent for 
toddlers. That’s why we are 
proud to be part of the solu-
tion to make inspections by 
certified technicians available 
to the public for free.”

Proper car seat installa-
tion can reduce the risk of 
motor vehicle injury to chil-
dren, and it is important for 
the public to understand five 
common mistakes:

 • Don’t move children 
out of booster seats too soon. 
Seat belts are designed to fit 
adults and improper usage 
can result in head, neck, 
or spine injuries. Caregiv-
ers should keep children in 
booster seats until a seat belt 
fits them properly.

• Ensure the car seats are 
secured properly. If the seat 
belt or lower anchor connec-
tion is too loose, car seats 
will not stay put, subjecting a 
child to greater crash forces. 
Children’s car seats should 
not move side-to-side or 
front-to-back more than one 
inch when tested at the belt 

path.
• Properly tighten harness 

straps. If harnesses are too 
loose, children will not be 
properly restrained in the 
event of a crash. Harness 
straps should lay flat and not 
have any twists. Be sure the 
harness is snug enough that 
you cannot pinch any extra 
harness material at a child’s 
shoulder.

• Place the retainer clip at 
armpit level. When a retainer 
clip is too low, a child can 
come out of the harnesses, 
or the hard, plastic clip can 
cause abdominal injuries. 
Always place the retainer clip 
at armpit level. 

• Don’t turn children 
forward-facing too soon. 
When a child rides rear-fac-
ing, the head, neck, and 
spine are all supported by 
the hard shell of the car seat. 
Children should remain in a 
rear-facing car seat as long 
as possible, until they reach 
the highest weight or height 
allowed by their seat.

 For additional informa-
tion and to schedule a free 
inspection at a local AAA 
branch, please visit aaa.com/
carseats

THANK YOU!
I would like to take this opportunity to publicly 
acknowledge an amazing medical provider. 
I recently had to have a hip replacement and 
would not have known all my terrible pain was 
from my hip if not for Paula Christensen, FNP 
at Ruby Valley Hospital. I had told her of my 
pain and thought it was from a long-standing 
low back issue. . . Paula looked at me and said, 
“Something is not right, we need to x-ray your 
hips.” She found the source of my pain and 
facilitated my move to Dr. Channer in Missoula. 
I am feeling so much better. The Ruby Valley 
is very fortunate to have a provider with her 
knowledge and dedication to her patients.
Thank you so much, Paula.

Becky DeBoer
Sheridan, MT 59749

Would you like to 
advertise 

in our 

“BE 
WELL” 

section? 
Call us at 682-7755 and 

we’ll help you out!
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COMMODITY INSITE:     Cattle in 2019 To Imitate Hogs of 1998? by Jerry Welch

Cattle prices for cash and futures are suffering un-
der the effects of the trade war with China similar other 
U.S. ag markets. Fortunately, cattle prices are not as de-
pressed as Kansas City wheat that recently fell to a new 
14 year low. But front month cattle futures did close one 
day this week at a new, nine year low. And because of 
such pronounced weakness, several cattle analysts are 
predicting even lower prices are likely. 

No doubt the trade war is weighing on cattle prices 
but the most negative near term problem the market 
faces is this: there are too many cattle to be marketed 
between now and January in large part because of the 
fire in the Tyson plant in Kansas a few weeks ago. Pack-
ers simply cannot slaughter the available supplies due 
to logistical problems and sagging demand. It is truly a 
one-two punch in the gut for cattle producers.

I can only recall one other time in history such a 
scenario unfolded in the U.S. livestock markets and 
involved hogs, not cattle. And the 21st anniversary of 
that logistical nightmare is close at hand. From Farm 
Progress this week with a headline that screams, “20 
years since 1998 hog price wreck.” Here are the first few 

sentences. “What began as a slaughter capacity crisis 
quickly created a liquidity crisis for most pork produc-
ers. December 1998 cash hogs averaged less than $15 
per live cwt. That was the lowest price in current dollars 
since late-1964. Adjusted for inflation, it was the lowest 
ever in U.S. history.”

In my book, “Haunted By Markets” in a chapter 
entitled, “Hog Futures: Wildest Market on the Board” 
penned in January, 1999, I wrote the following. ”Con-
sider this: on October 30, ‘98, February hog futures 
traded as high as $43.90. By December 16, howev-
er, cash prices had collapsed to a 58-year low and in 
the process, February futures plummeted to a low of 
$26.05. In a month and a half of trading, hog futures 
fell $17.85, or $238 per contract per day for 20 trading 
days.” I wrote that nearly 21 years ago.

Farm Progress argues the collapse in hog prices 
21 year ago was due to the following. “Analysts attri-
bute the price collapse primarily to faltering demand 
for hogs due to a significant cut in packer capacity. The 
10% rise in 1998 production should have brought just a 
20% decline in the hog price from the 1997 average of 

$52 per live cwt. Prior to 1998, the long-standing rule 
was a 1% change in production led to a 2% change in 
price. Instead, prices fell by an alarming 38% — a ratio 
of almost 4-to-1. The culprit turned out to be a rather 
sudden 8% drop in hog slaughter capacity.”

Based on history, today’s cattle market may be on 
the cusp of sharply lower prices for the very same rea-
sons hog prices did a historic nose dive in 1998. The 
beef packer simply does not have the capacity to slaugh-
ter the number of cattle to be marketed in next three 
to four months amid a slowing demand environment.  
Here is how Farm Progress explained the same situa-
tion 21 years ago with the hog market. “What began 
as a slaughter capacity crisis quickly created a liquidity 
crisis for most pork producers. It then ballooned into a 
business crisis for U.S. pork production.” The same fate 
may now be facing U.S. cattle producers as well.

But here is the rub and it comes from, “Hog Fu-
tures: Wildest Market on the Board” “Right when the 
pork complex looked the ugliest, hog prices bottomed 
and began to rise. From the low set on December 16, to 
the high set on January 25, February lean hog futures 

rose a whopping $18.45 cents, or 71 percent in value! 
But this time, the wild swing in hog prices took place 
in 26 days of trading. On average, February lean hog 
futures rose $283 per contract per day during that time 
frame.”

Thus, the dramatic decline with hog prices in ‘98 
set the stage for an equally dramatic rise once a low was 
formed. The hog collapse of 1998 was simply a buying 
opportunity for those willing to be patient. Of course, 
they had to have been mentally and financially pre-
pared to take advantage of the historic decline.

Cattle prices will be in a world of hurt for the next 
three to four months. But once a low is carved out, I 
fully expect to see cattle prices at the end of the 1st 
quarter of 2020 rise to be north of $120 compared to 
$99 cash prices this week. Things may get ugly over 
the near term, but if history repeats itself as it did with 
hog futures in 1998, the upside price potential for cat-
tle futures is substantial. Once the market bottoms, of 
course.

Buckle up, tighten that cinch. Pull your hat down 
tight. The cattle market is going to be a real bucker!

The years f lew by so fast; we’re now called Grandma/Grandpa Angell.  Grandkids are the best, 

but they can be a doggone handful.

So, Grandma got this wild hair.  She said, “I’ll keep em busy.  I’ll build a tree hut twelve feet 

high.  I’ve got this, it’ll be easy.”

I hope I’m not being sexist but when Grandma said, “Tree hut.” I soon began to have some 

doubts right down to my mid gut.

This daunting Grandma project filled me with anxiety.  So why are tree huts always built up 

high there in a tree?

I’d hear her hammer pounding.  I was sure to stay away.  And if she needed help, well then, I’d 

wait for her to say.

She built her hut in three long days.  The worst days of my life. Now I breathed a little easy.  I 

still had a living wife. 

She couldn’t wait to show me, and her face was proud as punch.   But I felt some hesitation, I just 

had a nagging hunch.

The tree hut f loor was worn out scabs and not a single board.  The handrail, rotten to the core, 

tied up with cable cord.

Not sure about the ladder rungs.  They looked like twisted moss.   I swear that doggone tree hut 

looked like Grandma’d hit the sauce.

So, to offer my assistance would require diplomacy.  ‘Cuz if I crossed Dear Grandma, I’d be 

living in the tree.

One night while Grandma visited Relief Society, with drill and hammer in my hand I set out for 

the tree.  

I braced up all the f loor and then I tossed the rotten rail.  I screwed in solid quaken asp.  Dang 

sure they wouldn’t fail.

I nailed the ladder rungs to hold the fattest guy like me.  I’d made some drastic changes.  Hoped 

that Grandma would not see.

So, Grandma saw the work I’d done.   I wondered, should I fear?   But that night she hugged and 

thanked me as she nibbled on my ear.

Grandma’s Tree Hut

This, 
Our Valley

THE ECHO OF TIME
If you don’t like something, change it. If you can’t change it, change your attitude. 

– Dr. Maya Angelou

I opened the garage door and 
the place was empty. Except for 
a few naked cabinets lined up 
against the far wall and beneath 
the window to my right, the 
garage was empty from the floor 
to the rafters. Aside from a couple 
of stray spider webs, there was 
nothing to see except a few old 
water stains from before the roof 
had been redone.

I’ve never seen the garage or 
home this way. My folks moved 
into the house in Federal Way 
when I was away to college, and 
so I had never seen it bereft of 
furnishings, possessions, or the 
bric-a-brac of life. I expected to 

hear the echo of footsteps as I 
stepped into the house from the 
garage, but it was solidly built, 
and the carpet absorbed the 
sound of my sneakers quite well.

My eyes scanned the family 
room – the “blue room” as we 
called it – like Doppler radar. 
There was nothing to see. The 
television was gone, as were the 
tables, chairs, doilies, speakers, 
and everything else that made the 
room unique to its owner before 
he’d died. 

The ugliest speaker cable you 
could imagine – the one that 
snaked its way from the enter-
tainment center, up and over the 

casements of both the door to 
the garage and the utility closet, 
and down again to the back of 
the room – was gone. It had 
looked like an anorexic python 
in both color and form, and now 
it had slithered away to feed on 
discarded computer mice at the 
local landfill.

It’s funny. I had a strange 
sense of being at home, and yet 
not being there at the same time. 
You see, I had never lived in the 
house in Federal Way, and so it 
never quite had the feel of home. 
My childhood memories weren’t 
there. When people ask where I’m 
from, I tell them Seattle. If they 
know the city, I specify Ballard 
or, more specifically, Crown Hill. 
That’s where I grew up; that’s 

where you’d look to find my heart.
It’s in the little Cracker Jack 

box of a house (about 600 square 
feet of living space) where I 
and the rest of our family of six 
shared life (and one bathroom). 
It’s where I played stick-ball on 
the corner with Mark and Roger 
from across the street, and Jimmy 
from around the corner. It’s where 
a kindly neighbor suggested I 
choke up on the bat as it was a 
bit too heavy for those noodles I 
had for arms. Ignoring his advice, 
I struck out, because I couldn’t 
admit to myself that perhaps he 
was right.

Home is where the heart is. 
Today, my heart is in Mount 
Vernon. To be honest, I’ve never 
struggled with heart transplants. I 

feel at home wherever I go. To put 
it another way, I’ve always been 
a sojourner. I’ve never settled 
down for any great length of time. 
I’m not exactly a nomad, but I’ve 
picked up and moved along reg-
ularly enough to know that it is 
best to take one’s heart wherever 
one goes, so I’ve learned to be at 
home wherever I am.

So I wandered through the 
house in Federal Way, now empty 
of all its stuff. Our family pulled 
out as much as any of us could, 
what with each of us having our 
own households, and we fingered 
our way through the treasures 
and mementoes as we came 
across them. Some we kept. Some 
we boxed up for storage. Some we 
delivered to charities and second 

hand shops. And when we had 
done what we could, we hired a 
crew to come in and, out of our 
sight, dispose of everything else 
as faithfully and lovingly as only 
strangers would be able to. They 
did for us what we could not, or 
dared not try to do for ourselves.

“In my father’s house are 
many rooms,” says Jesus. I suspect 
they will echo until we fill them 
with the furniture of love, joy, and 
peace – the same as what God 
expects us to fill the rooms of our 
lives with here in this life.

Wait! I do hear an echo; it is 
the echo of God’s heart beating in 
this, our valley – our home.

Keith Axberg writes on matters 
concerning life and faith. He can be 
reached at kfaxberg@gmail.com.

By Keith Axberg
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Puzzle answers on B11

Sudoku

su
do

ku
 s

ol
ut

io
n

Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

Your partner in community.  

682-7755
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

ESTATE SALES
406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Correct tree and shrub 
pruning and tree removal.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.  
PROPERTY FOR SALE

2.64 acres $38,900
DEQ pending

4.14 acres $58,900
For information, contact 

406-842-5936

REAL ESTATE

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

FOR SALE

ean
Window
Cl      ing

Gary Kinney
Call 702-5372
or Text 596-7003

Chimney & Vent 
Cleaning LOST & FOUND

LOST ANCHOR
On Upper Madison River in right 
channel at 8 Mile takeout. Lost 

on Sunday, August 4. 
Call Frank Coyle at 

406-920-2264. 
Thank you for your help!

HELP WANTED

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
The food bank needs 

volunteers. Please call 451-
3923 if you can give any of 

your time.

SERVICES

GARAGE SALE

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting  

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Registered Nurse, PRN, 
(3) Temporary Certified 

Nurse Assistant (6-8 weeks, 
full-time), and (4) Certified 

Nurse Assistant, Per 
Diem.  We have a dynamic 

and supportive nursing 
team.  Join us!  Please visit 
www.RVMC.org/career-

opportunites for more 
information and to apply 

on-line.

Madison Valley Medical 
Center seeks a CLEANING 
SPECIALIST. Applicants 

to complete an employment 
application and submit 
a resume to careers@

mvmedcenter.org or call 
Madison Valley Medical 

Center at 682-6862.

Madison Laundry and Cleaners 
is in need of a self starting 

person work in the plant doing 
laundry, pressing, and other 
related duties. DAYS! NO 

nights or weekends! Contact 
John or Marilyn at 406-

682-4933 or STOP IN for an 
application.

Help Wanted: 
Someone to plow snow 

in Pony this winter.
Call 406-461-3657

The Road Agents’ Roost 
German/American Restaurant 
is now open & seeking mature, 
experienced kitchen and wait 
staff to work Fridays through 
Sundays! Please contact JJ @ 
406-202-5750 or email/send 

resume @ theroadagentsroost@
gmail.com

BOARDING

Boarding. Geldings only. 
Includes feed and water October-

May. $220 per month. Call 
Jeffrey 406-595-0876. (Boarding 

in Ennis)

FOR SALE-REAL ESTATE
GREAT INVESTMENT 

BUSINESS
Sheridan, MT business. Business 
on top floor with 2 bedroom apt 

with bath.
Contact Scott Harner 

406-498-4752

Kitchen help with possible 
housing availability. Please 

stop by Blue Moon Saloon in 
Cameron or call (406) 682-4555.

Sheridan apartment for rent. 
1 BR, W/D in unit. $520 per 

month. No pets, call 596-4495

FOUND KNIFE
Call to reclaim.

682-4851

Furnished 1 bedroom in 
Virginia City. 900 sq ft, $700 

per month. Includes water, sew-
er, WIFI and Dish TV. Tenant 

pays electric. Call 406-580-7880

MADISON SPRINKLERS
GET AHEAD OF THE RUSH!

Schedule your fall sprinkler 
blow and winterization.

Call 406-581-0400

For Sale - 5th wheel Wanderer 
by Thore. 25 ft. In excellent 
condition. Like new inside, 

sleeps 8. Master queen, bunk 
beds, couch, kitchen booth. 

Wheel bearings checked with 
bearing buddys installed. 

Everything works inside and out. 
Clean, very little use. $6500. 

Call 599-6888.

Pea and Oats hay for sale. Best 
offer. 300 round bales.

406-670-3402

Queen hide-a-bed never used. 
Light green with pastel flowers. 

Please call 451-2102.

16 foot Scamp trailer, 2018. 
Less than 3000 miles. In 

excellent condition, includes 
extras. $17,000. Call for more 

information 402-802-7826

13 ft Odyssey raft with trailer 
and rowing frame. Older but in 
good condition. Sheridan, MT. 

$1500 OBO. Call 842-7138

HELP WANTED - 
LOAN OFFICER

Established in 1912, with 
locations in Dillon and Deer 
Lodge, Pioneer Federal Sav-
ings and Loan Association is 
looking for a team oriented 
and pro-active Loan Officer 
for our Dillon office. Loan 
Officer Job Responsibilities 
• Interview loan applicants, 
accept loan applications, ob-
tain and complete necessary 
information to determine 
customers’ needs and ability 
to service debt. • Manage 
all aspects of real estate, 
consumer and commercial 
lending as well as manage all 
aspects of an assigned portfo-
lio of loans and relationships. 
• Possess knowledge to orig-
inate secondary market res-
idential real estate requests 
to include, FHA, VA, and 
MBOH loan programs. 
• Assess risk and make loan 
decisions within the bank’s 
lending limits and/or present 
recommendations to manage-
ment. 
• Manage loan portfolio to 
ensure customer conformity 
with terms and conditions. 
• Responsible for satisfactory 
completion of all bank train-
ing course assignments and 
apply knowledge gained to 
guarantee customer satisfac-
tion and promote operational 
efficiency. 
• Close loans, complete file 
documentation, and maintain 
files. 
• Monitor compliance with 
loan policies and appropriate 
regulations. 
• Participate in community 
activities and organizations. 
• Cross sell all company 
products and services; refer 
appropriate banking oppor-
tunities to other departments 
and personnel. 
• Perform other related duties 
as assigned. 
• Additional duties as as-
signed Qualifications 
• Excellent customer service, 
marketing and networking 
skills. 
• Excellent computer, inter-
personal communication, em-
ployee relations and financial 
analytical skills. 
• Bachelor’s Degree in 
Finance/Business Adminis-
tration or compensating years 
of experience. 
• Three years of lending 
experience. 
• Familiarity with lending 
products, policies and guide-
lines. 
Salary DOE. This is a full-
time position, to include 
benefits, such as health 
insurance compensation, paid 
vacations and 401K. Send 
resume and letter of applica-
tion to Pioneer Federal Sav-
ings and Loan Association, 
P.O. Box 1103, Dillon, MT 
59725, email to msimkins@
pioneerfed.com or drop off 
at the bank. Applications ac-
cepted until position is filled. 
Pioneer Federal Savings and 
Loan Association is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

YARD SALE FUNDRAISER
for 4 Paws Rescue. On Saturday 

the 21st from 8 A.M. -1 P.M. 
in Cardwell at the old Clays in 

Calico building.

Unfurnished 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
home in Twin Bridges.  Large 

living room, den, formal dining 
room, big kitchen, nice backyard, 
enclosed front porch, back deck, 

garage.  $1200/month, $1200 
security deposit.  Two pets okay 

with $1000 pet deposit.  No 
smoking.  Utilities not included.  

One year lease required. Call 
(406) 596-0271 re:application. 

Ruby Valley Property 
Management, LLC

MAYOR VACANCY – The 
Town of Twin Bridges Mayor’s 
position will be vacant effective 

September 13th. The Town is 
looking for qualified candidates 
that are interested in filling the 
position. If you are interested in 

filing for the position, please drop 
a cover letter and resume with 

references off at Town Hall (104 
E. 6th Ave) or mail to PO BOX 

307, Twin Bridges, MT 59754 by 
October 1, 2019. In order to be 

the Mayor you need to be at least 
eighteen (18) years old, a resident 
of the State of Montana for three 

(3) years and a resident of the 
Town of Twin Bridges for two (2) 
years. The current term expires 
December 31, 2021. Re-election 

will occur for the next four 
year term during the November 
2021 general election. Position 
requirements can be obtained 

at the Town Office. If you have 
any questions or need additional 
information please contact the 

office at 406-684-5243.

Opportunity Bank of Montana is 
adding to our outstanding team 
with a Customer Service Teller 
in Twin Bridges, Montana. As 
our Customer Service Teller, 

you will help build and sustain 
relationships with consumer 

and business customers, provide 
service functions and promote 

an exceptional customer 
experience. During training, 

you will master the mechanics 
of standard transactions and 
service functions and perfect 
your customer service skills. 

Please visit our website at www.
oppbank.applicantlist.com or 
contact Tom Burkhart at 406-

457-4057 for more information.

R.L. Winston Rod Company in 
Twin Bridges has two openings 

on our production floor. We 
offer competitive salary and 

benefits as well as a great work 
environment. Come join our 

team. Contact Joe at 406-684-
5674 for further information.

Porcelain trashburner. Ideal for 
shop use. $150 in Ennis. Call 

682-7566

House For Rent - Furnished 
2 Bedroom/2 Bath home in 

McAllister. Available at end of 
September. Call 406-589-7272

Tires for Sale
4 Bridgestone Blizzak 16” snow 

tires with rims
Model WS-50 205-55 16 -- $400

406-579-9781

Helmet for Sale
Fry Helmet X-Larger $100

406-579-9781
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 more MARKETPLACE

 
    
 
Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) Class $14.25 hourly while attending class;  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Dietary Aide/Cook-Part-time $14.45 to $18.16 hourly; 
 Dietary Supervisor-Full-time $23.26 hourly DOE; 
 Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $19.79 to $24.74 hourly;  
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly; 
    
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) Class $14.25 hourly while attending class;  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 District 3 Road and Bridge Technician, Ennis, MT-Part-time $18.50 to $23.12 hourly;  
 Infection Prevention Officer (20 hours per week) Salary DOE; and 
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response. 
                                              

 
Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 

Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  
              

(Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (09.18.19) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

Looking for a job?  For a new place to live? 
For a treadmill?
WE CAN HELP! 

Are you wanting to hire locally? 
Are you hoping to unload some firewood? 

WE CAN HELP!
Place  a classifed in The Madisonian. 

Call 406-682-7755 or email info@madisoniannews.com 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
Ad #213

Real Estate– Northwest Montana 
– Company owned. Small and 

large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714

Ad #214
Northwest Community Health 

Center is seeking a team 
oriented and dependable 

Patient Care Coordinator to 
support multidisciplinary teams 

of healthcare providers in a 
fast paced outpatient setting. 

Minimum qualifications include 
a High School Diploma, 1 

year of experience working 
in a healthcare setting, and 
certification or licensure 

preferred (CMA, RMA, or 
LPN). Submit resume to maria.

clemons@northwestchc.org 

Ad #215
HR Block Tax Preparation 

Business - $165,000. Turn key 
HR Block Franchise with two 

offices, all new desks and
furniture, all computer 

equipment used to prepare tax 
returns up to and including 2018 

tax returns. All employees if 
desired and client files. Owner 

after 40 years is ready to become 
an employee. Training and 

financing is available
as well as ongoing support. No 
real property is being conveyed 

in this sale. Items to be conveyed 
include: Business furniture, 

fixtures and equipment; Business 
inventory as stated; Business 

name; Business signage; 
Business

website address; Business Phone 
Numbers; Non-Compete Clause 
from Seller and Franchise Rights 
Transfer.... 59711 and 59722...... 
Call 406-490-9684 = 8 AM to 8 
PM Mon thru Sat.... I do not text.

Ad #216
The Livingston Enterprise is 
looking for a talented press 

operator to join our company 
to our team to support our new 

press expansion and commercial 
printing operation. Must be very 
experienced in maintenance. Full 

company insurance package, 
medical, vacation. Salary 

compensation with experience. 
Send resume to print@livent.net 

Ad #217
The MONTANA HIGHWAY 

PATROL is accepting 
applications for Trooper 

positions.   Obtain application 
materials on the Patrol’s website 
https://dojmt.gov/highwaypatrol 

For questions, call 406-444-3259.  
Closing Date: 10-04-2019   AA/

EEO Employer

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2019

SUMMONS OF PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY MICHAEL 
STEARS, MARIE B. STEARS, CAUSE 
NO. DV-29-2016-49 Plaintiffs, Judge: Luke 
Berger -vs- Town of Ennis, Montana and 
all other persons, unknown, claiming or 
who might claim any right, title, estate, or 
interest in or lien or encumbrance upon the 
real property described in the complaint 
adverse to Plaintiffs’ ownership or any cloud 
upon Plaintiffs’ title, whether such claim 
or possible claim is present or contingent. 
Defendants. To UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS: 
THE STATE OF MONTANA SENDS 
GREETINGS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS: YOU, THE 
UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS, ARE HEREBY 
SUMMONED to answer the Amended 
Complaint in this action, which was filed in 
District Court on January 12, 2017. Within 
21 days after service of this summons on 
you by publication, exclusive of the day of 
service, you must serve on Plaintiffs’ attorney 
an answer to the Amended Complaint or a 
motion under Rule of the Montana Rules 
of Civil Procedure. Do not include the day 
you were served in your calculation of time. 
The answer or motion must be served on 
Plaintiffs’ attorney, whose name and address 
are listed above. You must also file your 
answer or motion with the court. If you fail to 
respond, judgment by default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in the 
petition. This action is brought to quiet title 
to land.situated in Madison County, Montana, 
and described as follows: a twelve foot wide 
strip of land (hereafter referred to as the 
“alley’) that lies between two parcels of land 
owned by Plaintiffs in the Town of Ennis, 
Montana and whose west boundary is the 
Ennis Ditch and whose east boundary is the 
Madison River. Plaintiffs’ respective parcels 
of property adjoin the alley, immediately to 
its north and south. Plaintiffs’ real property 
adjoining the alley immediately to its north 
is described as follows: Tract A: A tract of 
land situated in Section 4, Township 6 South, 
Range 1 West, P.M.M., more particularly 
shown on Certificate of Survey filed in Book 
7 of Surveys, page 103, records of Madison 
County, Montana. Plaintiffs’ real property 
adjoining the alley immediately to its south is 
described as follows: A tract of land situated 
within the NE1/4 of Section 4,16S, R1W 
P.M,M. Being more particularly described 
as follows: Beginning at the Southwest 
corner of Block 6, Armitage Addition to the 
Town of Ennis, Montana, Thence•OUTH 
a distance of 12.00 feet; thence EAST a 
distance of 152.00 feet to the true point of 
beginning; thence from said true point of 
beginning, S22degrees20153”W a distance 
of 155.69 feet; thence WEST a distance 
of 15.80 feet; thence SOUTH a distance 
of 48.44 feet; thence N89degrees33153”E 
a distance of 297.29 feet to a point on the 
west’ly bank of the Madison River; thence 
N24degrees47117”W a distance of 209.47 
feet to a point on the west’ly bank of the 
Madison River; thence WEST a distance of 
134.46 feet to the true point of beginning. This 
tract contains 0.962 acres all in accordance 
with the Certificate of Survey filed in Book 7 
of Surveys, page 107, Records of Madison 
County, Montana. Z. 4 ‘a) GIVEN under my 
hand this 29TH day of 2019, at the hour of 
4:10 o’clock P.M. /S/ KAREN J. MILLER 
CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT
(Pub. SEPT 12, 19, 26, 2019)
CD Meyer
MNAXLP

PROPOSED BUDGET HEARING
The Preliminary Budget for the Town of 
Virginia City, Madison County, Montana, has 
been completed and is on file in the office of 
the town clerk. There will be a public meeting 
on September 19, 2019 at 6:30 pm at the 
Town Office, 316 E Wallace St, Virginia City.
(Pub. SEPT 12, 19, 2019)
Town of VC
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE’S 
SALE on December 16, 2019, at 11:00 AM 

at the Front Door to the Madison County 
Courthouse located at 100 West Wallace 
in Virginia City, MT 59755, the following 
described real property situated in Madison 
County, Montana: A tract of land situated 
in Government Lot 2, Section 3, Township 
5 South, Range 5 West, P.M.M., Madison 
County, Montana, more particularly shown 
and described as “TRACT M” on Certificate 
of Survey filed in Book 7 of Surveys, page 
2043-ME, records of Madison County, 
Montana. Penny L. Peterson and Neil O. 
Peterson, as Grantor(s), conveyed said real 
property to Alliance Title & Escrow Corp., 
as Trustee, to secure an obligation owed 
to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., as Beneficiary, 
by Deed of Trust dated on November 19, 
2008, and recorded on December 3, 2008, 
as Document No. 129216. The beneficial 
interest is currently held by Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC d/b/a Champion Mortgage 
Company. First American Title Company of 
Montana, Inc., is currently the Trustee. The 
beneficiary has declared a default in the 
terms of said Deed of Trust due to death. 
The total amount due on this obligation as 
of June 30, 2019 is $127,025.70 principal, 
interest totaling $34,108.83, and other fees 
and expenses advanced of $13,726.81, plus 
accruing interest, late charges, and other 
costs and fees that may be advanced. The 
Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse 
such amounts as may be required to 
preserve and protect the property and for 
real property taxes that may become due 
or delinquent, unless such amounts of taxes 
are paid by the Grantors. If such amounts are 
paid by the Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes 
will be added to the obligations secured by 
the Deed of Trust. Other expenses to be 
charged against the proceeds of this sale 
include the Trustee’s fees and attorney’s 
fees, costs and expenses of the sale and late 
charges, if any. Beneficiary has elected, and 
has directed the Trustee to sell the above 
described property to satisfy the obligation. 
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the beneficiary, excepting only the 
Trustee, may bid at the sale. The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certified checks or cashier’s 
checks). The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed without any representation or 
warranty, including warranty of Title, express 
or implied, as the sale is made strictly on an 
as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the 
sale is being made subject to all existing 
conditions, if any, of lead paint, mold or other 
environmental or health hazards. The sale 
purchaser shall be entitled to possession of 
the property on the 10th day following the 
sale. The grantor, successor in interest to 
the grantor or any other person having an 
interest in the property, at any time prior to 
the trustee’s sale, may pay to the beneficiary 
or the successor in interest to the beneficiary 
the entire amount then due under the deed 
of trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually 
incurred and attorney’s fees) other than 
such portion of the principal as would not 
then be due had no default occurred and 
thereby cure the default. The scheduled 
Trustee’s Sale may be postponed by public 
proclamation up to 15 days for any reason, 
and in the event of a bankruptcy filing, the 
sale may be postponed by the trustee for up 
to 120 days by public proclamation at least 
every 30 days. THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. Dated: July 31, 2019 Rae 
Albert Assistant Secretary, First American 
Title Company of Montana, Inc. Successor 
Trustee Title Financial Specialty Services 
PO Box 339 Blackfoot ID 83221 STATE OF 
Idaho ss. COUNTY OF Bingham On this 31 
day of July, 2019, before me, a notary public 
in and for said County and State, personally 
appeared Rae Albert, known to me to be 
the Assistant Secretary of First American 
Title Company of Montana, Inc., Successor 
Trustee, known to me to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing 
instrument and acknowledged to me that he 
executed the same. Shannon Gavin Notary 

Public Bingham County, Idaho Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC d/b/a Champion Mortgage 
Company vs Neil O. Peterson; Penny L. 
Peterson ; Periann Washenfelder 107375-1.
(Pub. SEPT 12, 19, 26, 2019)
Mackoff Kellogg
MNAXLP

PROPOSED BUDGET HEARING
The Madison County Board of Commissioners 
will not be holding their regular Commission 
meeting on Tuesday, September 24, 2019, 
as they will be attending the Montana 
Association of Counties Annual Conference 
in Great Falls, Montana. The next regular 
meeting following this date will be held on 
Tuesday, October 1, 2019.
(Pub. SEPT 12, 19, 2019)
Madison County Commissioners
MNAXLP

MAYOR VACANCY – The Town of 
Twin Bridges Mayor’s position will be 

vacant effective September 13th. The 
Town is looking for qualified candidates 
that are interested in filling the position. If 
you are interested in filing for the position, 
please drop a cover letter and resume with 
references off at Town Hall (104 E. 6th Ave) 
or mail to PO BOX 307, Twin Bridges, MT 
59754 by October 1, 2019. In order to be the 
Mayor you need to be at least eighteen (18) 
years old, a resident of the State of Montana 
for three (3) years and a resident of the Town 
of Twin Bridges for two (2) years. The current 
term expires December 31, 2021. Re-
election will occur for the next four year term 
during the November 2021 general election. 
Position requirements can be obtained at the 
Town Office. If you have any questions or 
need additional information please contact 
the office at 406-684-5243.
(Pub. SEPT 19, 26, 2019)
Madison County Commissioners
Town of Twin Bridges
MNAXLP

No matter what kind of work you do in Montana, 
safety works. From tending the herd to growing 
the future, safety is what keeps us going and gets 
us home. Montana State Fund has been at the job 
of promoting safety for decades, and we’re proud to 
say that it’s working, all over the state. Watch stories 
of real Montana businesses starting every day with 
safety, at safemt.com.

safemt.com
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Missouri River Corps 
of Rediscovery

Part 14: Creatures of 
the Mud

406-682-4290 | www.eraarrow.com

Stay a week...or a lifetime®

LOT 13 LONESOME DOVE RANCH

20.29

Toni Bowen 570-9233

$97,000 | MLS#339658

Located in the front section of Lonesome 
Dove, so closer to highway for good winter 
access. A corner lot on main subdivision road, 
surrounded by the beautiful views of Sphinx 
Mountain, the Madison and Gravelly Ranges. 
Just a short distance from premier fl y fi shing 
on the Madison River, prime hunting territory 
and year-around outdoor recreation..

ACRES

JUST LISTED

FREE Technology Classes 
offered by 3 Rivers Communications

To sign up: Call or email Susan at 3 Rivers 
467-4133 • susan.wilson@3rivers.coop

Class limited to 20

9:00am to 11:30am  ●  Introduction to Windows 10
Learn how to get around and do common tasks in Windows 10. We will 
explore how to customize your computer, set up a printer, use email, and 
discuss simple trouble shooting tips. Build your confidence to safely navi-
gate the web.  
 

11:30am - 12:30pm  ●  Lunch on your own
 

12:30pm to 2:30pm  ●  Open Forum: Your Electronics and You
Bring your computers, smart phones, or tablets and all your questions 
about them. We can  help you find photos, synchronize contact lists, 
save documents, and more! Whatever you need to know this class will 
help you get the most out of your devices.

Saturday ● October 5, 2019
Madison Valley Library 

Ennis , MT 

TOOLS FOR YOUR CHILD’S SUCCESS

In Montana, 
parents want 
what’s best 
for their kids.

ParentingMontana.org has information 
and tools for parents of children at every age.

This product was supported [in part] by CFDA 93.959 from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). 
The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of SAMHSA or Health and Human Services.

“We came too this evening in the mouth of a little river, which 
falls in on the Stard. side. This stream is about 50 yards wide 
from bank to bank; the water occupyes about 15 yards.   the 

banks are of earth only, abrupt, ‘tho not high— the bed 
is of mud principally. Capt Clark, who was up this stream about 
three miles, informed me that it continued about the same width, 

that it’s current was gentle and it appeared 
navigable for perogues... 

This stream my friend Capt. C. named Marthas river.”
—Meriwether Lewis, April 29, 1805

PHOTOS AND STORY BY 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

Mud. It defines our exis-
tence as the boundary be-
tween water and land. Mud is 
the event horizon separating 
the universe of wet from the 
universe of dry. To cross the 
threshold in either direction we 
must become creatures of the 
mud. 

How many times have I 
stood on dry land with clean 
feet, staring at my canoe 
moored in the mire only a few 
feet away? No matter how well 
organized we may be, there is 
always some small item needed 
from the canoes that requires 
yet another trip through the 
mud. I wonder how the men of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
managed to cope with it all the 
time.

While we camp on land, 
our canoes remain in the mud, 
especially my heavy dugout ca-
noe. It is like living with a moat 
of mud bisecting one’s house, 
where the kitchen stove is on 
one side of the moat, while the 
fridge, pantry, and sink are on 
the other, where our bedrooms 
are separated from our dressers, 
where the bathtub can only be 
accessed by wading through the 
mud both before and after-
wards. Doing laundry, either in 
the river or rarely in town, is a 
futile effort for creatures of the 
mud.

In the upper reaches of the 
Missouri, the mud was black, 
rich with organic matter, and 
typically only an inch or two 

deep, yet the problem was 
fundamentally similar. Sloshing 
around in sandals is fine, except 
that the constant dampness 
ultimately dries out the skin, 
causing deep, painful cracks 
beneath the toes. Barefoot is 
ideal to wade in and out and 
dry quickly, but not pain-free 
where the shore is covered with 
spiky cockleburs.

Repairing cracked feet 
requires diligent care to keep 
them clean and dry, applying 
lotion and clean socks and 
shoes until the skin knits back 
together. Yet, the moment one 
successfully finishes putting on 
dry shoes is invariably the mo-
ment something else is needed 
from the canoes.

The Missouri breaks have a 
special kind of mud, consisting 
of fine clay particles that make 
up gumbo, mud so sticky that 
it immediately cakes up thickly 
on shoes or tires, rendering 
walking or driving impossible 
after a rain. 

In wet or dry weather, that 
gumbo forms an imposing 
barrier between the river and 
land. At some campsites we 
slogged barefoot back and forth 
through fifty feet of soupy gum-
bo that would suck any foot-
wear right off the feet. There is 
a reason the Missouri is known 
as the “Big Muddy.”

Coping with mud is like en-
during Chinese water torture: a 
slow drip of water on the fore-
head may be utterly harmless, 
yet keep it up long enough and 
a person will go utterly mad. At 
no point is the mud truly de-

CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9

We took a layover day to explore public badlands 
featuring a mix of clay and sandstone features.
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
“Man is like unto a tree. If he be adorned 
with fruit, he hath been and will ever be 
worthy of praise and commendation.

Otherwise a fruitless tree is
but fit for fire. 

The fruits of the human tree are exquisite,
highly desired and dearly cherished.
Among them are upright character, 

virtuous deeds and a goodly utterance.”

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 

2 p.m., Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, 
please call at least 24 hours in advance for meal 

delivery or if you plan to dine in.

Thursday, September 19 – Ham & bean soup,
salad, cornbread, dessert - “Happy Birthday”
Friday, September 20 – Grilled burgers with set-up,
potato salad, dessert - pinochle, at 12:30 p.m.
Monday, September 23 – Turkey ala king, salad,
dessert – Mahjong 1 p.m.
Tuesday, September 24 – Lasagna, veggies
garlic bread, dessert - “Pan” at 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, September 25 – Fiesta lime chicken, rice
fruit, dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Thursday, September 26 – Chicken fried steak, 
mashers, veggies, dessert
Friday, September 27 – Sloppy joes, chips, pickle,
dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver 

Star to Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 
842-5573 for more information.

MEALS ON WHEELS, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 

60 years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors may 
choose to eat at the Senior Center, family style 
for $3.50, or have their meals delivered for $4. 

Delivered meals are within the city limits of Sheridan 
and should be called in by 10 a.m. Contact Shirley 

Sand at 842-5966.

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 

over will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on 
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for 

$4.00.

Thursday,  September 19 - Ham with mac n’ cheese, 
veggie, roll and dessert
Tuesday,  September 24 - Cheeseburger, fries and dessert

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges 
Senior and Community Center. Meals are for 

seniors 60 years and up (spouses and caregivers 
are invited). Donations for meals are appreciated. 
Activities include bingo each Monday, cards on 

Wednesday. The Senior Center Group meets the 
first Monday of each month at 6 p.m. 

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Nights:
Prayer meeting 6 p.m.

5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT
Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

Laurin

CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

bilitating, yet like water torture, 
or mosquitos buzzing about 
one’s ear, how long can anyone 
endure a persistently minor 
annoyance?

We were pleasantly sur-
prised that the mud largely 
disappeared through Fort Peck 
Lake where the shores consist of 
crumbly shale. Below the dam, 
the river is initially silt-free with 
sandy shorelines. However, it 
didn’t take long for the river 
to re-assert itself and we again 
became creatures of the mud.

Continuing downstream, 
the landscape is less dominated 
by badlands clay, giving way to 
sandy bluffs instead. As else-
where, any topography unsuit-
able for farming was typically 
bypassed by settlers, which aids 
in identifying blocks of public 
land. At one stop we found a 
veritable park of mixed sand-
stone and clay badlands fea-
tures. We took a layover day to 
hike and explore our unnamed 
and under-appreciated public 

lands.  At that camp, I tossed 
driftwood onto the shallow mud 
to make a rare dry path to the 
dugout canoe. 

Sacagawea showed William 
Clark the yellow flowers of the 
golden currant near there on 
April 30th, 1805. We enjoyed 
the fruits of those flowers on 
our journey of rediscovery, each 
day later in our summer becom-
ing a day earlier in their spring 
as we travel backwards through 
their journals.

The following day we ate 
lunch at the confluence of 
Marthas River, now known as 
Big Muddy Creek, the eastern 
boundary of the Fort Peck 
Indian Reservation. Most creeks 
in eastern Montana could be 
named either Big or Little Mud-
dy Creek, yet here the shore was 
delightfully sandy.

Camping at another block 
of BLM land near Culbertson, 
Montana, we walked a dirt road, 
picking agates out of the gravel 
used to surface the roadbed. 

Here the soil is dominated by 
sand, and the river is too. Still 
we must slog through a foot of 
mud beneath the water, wading 
carefully forward, feeling for 
the edge, trying to discern if we 
can safely dive in without diving 
into a submerged stick, rock, 
or the gaping jaws of a long lost 
plesiosaur. Who knows what 
really lies beneath these murky 
waters?

Writing from my tent during 
a passing storm, my feet lay out 
the unzipped door, my toes en-
crusted with globs of half-dried 
mud. Thinking back to Lewis 
and Clark, I’m sure they lived as 
we do, as creatures of the mud.

Thomas J. Elpel is president of 
the Jefferson River Chapter of the 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation. Go to www.Elpel.
info to learn more about the Mis-
souri River Corps of Rediscovery, 
Tom’s books, and the expedition 
fundraiser for a new campsite on 
the Jefferson River Canoe Trail. Mud. It defines our existence on the Missouri River.
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N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 9/20

SAT 9/21

SUN 9/22

ARAN BUZZAS
HOMEGROWN MONTANA FOLKY TONK

DAVE PROVOST
ORIGINAL AMERICANA
BRITT ARNESEN
MISSOULA 
FOLKSINGER/SONGWRITER

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
Where’d You Go Bernadette (PG13)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Angel Has Fallen (R), Ad Astra (PG13)

Friday

682-5553

Live Music

FRI 9/20
Big Bo and 

Girl Kacey

SAT 9/21
Sissy Brown

PHOTO BY CORI KOENIG

MONDAYS 
6:30 p.m. 
Every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday
Adult Pickleball
All adults are welcomed to 
play pickleball at the Sheridan 
Ball Fields at AR 72150. 

2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

TUESDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.
11 a.m.
Second Tuesday of Every 
Month, Cardiac Support 
Group
Heart to Heart meets at the 
Ennis Public Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is 
a training session. Call Gale 
at 406.842.5600 or Karen at 
406.842.7164

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman Madison 
County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - 
Two Tables
At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 599-
3659.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 8:30 a.m.
Meetings at 9 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. Jeanne, 
682-3299 

9 a.m.
Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come 
play tennis at the Madison 

Meadows Golf Course. All 
levels welcome. 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 
Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 
Madison County Library 
community room. 

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public Library, 
10:30 a.m. 682-7244

11 a.m.
Baby Bistro, 
Ennis
First and third Wednesday 
of the month at the Madison 
Valley Public Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church.

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary Meeting, 
Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

FRIDAYS
9 a.m.
Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 1p.m., come 
play tennis at the Madison 
Meadows Golf Course. All 
levels welcome. 

11 a.m.
Story Time, 
Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library.  
682-7244.

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room.

SATURDAYS
10 a.m. - noon
Jeffers Garden Market
Every Saturday
Join us at the Jeffers 
Community Garden next to 
the Trinity Episcopal Church. 

9 a.m. – noon
Every Saturday, May 
through September
Twin Bridges Farmers Market
We invite everyone who 
makes it, bakes it, sells it 
& grows it to join us every 
Saturday at Main Street City 
Park (weather permitted).

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY

7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SUNDAY

2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room.
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Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

We’re Open for the 
SUMMER SEASON!

Dinner
Tuesday- Saturday 

5pm to 9pm

Brunch
Sunday 9am to 2pm

View Our Weekly Dinner Menu 
our website

Reservations Highly Recommended

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 19

6 p.m.
Gospel Music Workshop

Come to the Christ 
Episcopal Church in 

Sheridan for gospel music 
workshop with gospel 

legend, Johnny Thompson. 
There is a prize available 
of $500 Dudlik College 

Scholarship. 

FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 20
5 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Evening of Art 

At the Gallery 287 and the 
Cattleman Gallery in Ennis, 

Montana
Come enjoy refreshments 

and meet the featured 
artists at two of the 
friendliest and finest 

galleries in Montana. Free 
and open to all ages. Bring 

your guests and friends!

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 21
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

ECE Fly Fishing 
Entomology Workshop

Join us with ecologist 
and Montana Outfitter, Dr 
Mike Bias for a fly-fishing 
entomology workshop. 

Please pack a lunch and 
bring waders for the river!

9 a.m.
ECE Geology Field Trip- 

Garnets
Adults welcomed to join 
an all-day geology field 

trip with Russell Scruggs. 
Geology field trip Ennis 

to Alder, Ruby Reservoir, 
Dillon, Point of Rocks, Twin 
Bridges and back to Ennis. 
Garnet collecting, garnet 

panning, geology etc.

10 a.m.
Democratic Central 
Committee Meeting

Madison County Democrats 

will have their monthly 
meeting at the Thompson-
Hickman library in Virginia 

City.

1 p.m. 
Local Author, Lee 

Robison, Book Signing
Local author, Lee Robison, 
will read from his recently 
released book of poems, 

HAVE, a narrative 
exploration of growth from 
innocence to experience. 

Join us as the Ranks 
Mercantile in Virginia City.

TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 24 

9:30 a.m.
Ruby Valley Invitational
Area FFA students gather 

in the Ruby Valley for 
Livestock Evaluation, 
Range, and Forestry 

competitions

6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
ECE Stories from the 

Streets: A VC Walking Tour
Adults are welcomed to join 

Stories from the Streets: 
A Virginia City Walking Tour 

with Gary Forney. 

WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 25

Noon
Brown Bag Lunch: What 
are Sanborn Insurance 

Maps?
The Butte-Silver Bow 

Public Archives continues 
its Brown Bag Lunch series 

with a presentation by 
archives staff member Kim 
Murphy Kohn on Sanborn 

Fire Insurance Maps. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 
28

9 a.m.
ECE Geology Field Trip- 

Fossils
Meet us at the Ennis High 
School Parking lot for an 
all-day geology field trip 

with Russell Scruggs. This 
field trip will head to Old 
Gold Placers by Lewis & 
Clark caverns, Ringing 

Rocks, and pegmatites on 
old pass to Butte and back 

to Ennis. 

10 a.m.
Granny Lueck Memorial 

Golf Tournament
A golf tournament for 

fun-lovers, beginners & 
pros alike! It’s 18 holes of 
scramble golf, teams of 

four. A drawing for several 
door prizes and the winners 

of the amazing raffle will 
be drawn after all golfers 
are done. Call Madison 

Meadows Golf Course at 
(406) 682-7468 to sign up 

your team!

THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 3 

7 p.m.
Mental Health, Suicide 

Prevention, Golden 
Gate Bridge

Army veteran and retired 
California Highway 

Patrolman Kevin Briggs 
has talked more than 200 
people out of jumping off 
the Golden Gate Bridge.  

Hear Sgt. Briggs relate his 
experiences and discuss 
mental health and suicide 
prevention.  Special focus 
on youth, veterans, and 
emergency responders.  

Free and open to the 
public. Madison County 
Admin Office Building--
Public Meeting Room. 

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 5 

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
“Let’s get started”- Hand 

Weaving Workshop
Adults (limited to four) are 
welcomed to join Elizabeth 

Tritthart. 

WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 9

6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
ECE Google Workshops- 

Basic Gmail Setup
Adults are welcomed to join 
Google Workshops- Basic 

Gmail Setup with Stephanie 
Hess. We will go over how 
to setup an email account 

on Google, security 
settings, how to link to 
other Gmail accounts 

(personal and business).

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 12

9 a.m. – Noon/1 p.m.
ECE Infant, Child, Adult 
CPR, First Aide & AED
This Heart Saver First 
Aid course will provide 
certification in First Aid, 
Adult CPR/AED, Child 

CPR/AED and Infant CPR/
AED taught by American 
Heart Instructors. New 

certifications and renewal 
certifications will be 

offered in this class. New 
certification requires 4 

hours of class and renewal 
certification requires 3 

hours of class.

MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 14 

6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
ECE Natural Hide 

Tanning & Conservation 
Workshops

These classes are designed 
to teach natural hide 

tanning of both domestic 
and wild animals along with 
birds. Procuring, storage, 
preservation techniques, 
tools and uses will all be 
covered. You will leave 
this course with all the 

knowledge you need to be 
able to create a beautiful 
hide from a domestic or 

wild resource. 

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms
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