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Roger Thompson and his attorney Todd Whipple before the jury reentered the courtroom after deliberating for over four hours Nov. 7.
PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Former Madison County Sheriff 
convicted of official misconduct

The jury could not reach a verdict on other two charges
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Former Madison County Sher-
iff Roger Thompson was found 
guilty of official misconduct, a 

misdemeanor, in Madison County’s Dis-
trict Court in Virginia City Nov. 7.

The jury deliberated for over four 
hours to decide a verdict on three charges 
but was unable to conclude on a verdict 
for the two felony charges, tampering 
with evidence and perjury.  The result 
was a hung jury for the felony charges. 
The prosecution will have to decide at the 
upcoming status conference if they want a 
retrial. The jury reviewed testimonies and 
evidence presented to them in the four-day 
trial, which Helena District Judge Kathy 
Seely presided over. The state’s charges 
were in connection to a 2017 controlled 
drug buy that the former sheriff arranged. 

The Division of Criminal Investigation 

of the Montana Department of Justice 
investigated a complaint that Thompson 
had falsified records in a sworn affidavit 
to obtain a search warrant, which led to 
the state filing charges Sept. 6, 2018.

The prosecution discovered that on 
June 11, 2017, Thompson used a confiden-
tial informant to buy narcotics from Mar-
tin James Walsh of Twin Bridges. Madison 
County officers searched the informant 
and his vehicle prior to the controlled 
drug buy and found a Crown Royal bag 
containing a butane torch, glass pipe and 
small plastic bag of methamphetamine on 
the informant.

After the items were confiscated, the 
informant went to Walsh’s house to buy 
narcotics, as planned. The informant 
returned with heroin reportedly pur-
chased from Walsh. The heroin, metham-
phetamine, butane torch and glass pipe 
were transported to the Madison County 
Sheriff ’s Office and photographed. 

Thompson allegedly said that he would 
submit the evidence and write the narra-
tive of the controlled buy in his report. 

But according to prosecutors, in the 
search warrant application signed by 
Thompson, Thompson wrote that the 
informant and his vehicle were “free from 
any drugs.” Later, it was discovered that 
the Crown Royal bag and its contents were 
not located in the evidence locker. 

  Nearly a year after the controlled 
buy, DIC questioned Thompson about the 
contents confiscated from the informant. 
Thompson said that he did not recall 
drugs being found on the informant before 
the operation but remembered the glass 
pipe. 

The official misconduct charge against 
Thompson came later in the series of 
events, when Thompson canceled an arrest 
warrant for the informant. Thompson said 
the informant still had productive work 
to offer, and the county attorney approved 
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Jack Creek Road 
debate continues
Commissioner Jim Hart asks 
for patience, vice president 
of Moonlight Kevin Germain 

asks for urgency
By JANA BOUNDS 
reporter@lonepeak-
lookout.com 

The Nov. 6 
Madison 
and Gall-

atin Counties Joint 
Commission Meet-
ing was to capacity 
– more seats had to 
be brought in.  

The public 
comment period 
was robust, with a 
variety of projects 
and organizations 
represented. 

As for agenda 
items, the most 
notable to Madison 
County was the 
debate of Jack Creek 
Road. 

Madison County 
Commissioner Jim 
Hart discussed the 
complexities of Jack 
Creek Road. The 
majority of the road 
is owned by the 
private club, Moon-
light, with a three 
mile stretch that is 
Madison County’s 
responsibility. 

“I have worries 
not only about the 
physical viability 
but also the finan-
cial viability. Kevin 
and I and my road 
foreman and Chief 
Farhat had an 
opportunity to go 
up through there on 
Friday along with 
Great West Engi-
neering with that 
map of that three 

mile stretch,” Hart 
explained. “We’re 
not going to get ‘er 
done tomorrow – 
and I’m sure you 
guys realize that. It’s 
a plan for a while – 
minimum 5 years, 
probably $15 million 
– that’s an educated 
guess and probably 
a poor educated 
guess.” 

He asked for 
patience with the 
process, further 
noting a presence on 
the road dating back 
to 1929 – the family 
is not thrilled at 
the idea of changes 
to what they call 
“their road”.  He 
referenced the high 
cost of fixing a slide 
on the Moonlight 
portion of the road 
as a means to gauge 
the expense. 

He said there is 
a decent chance the 
road will not be the 
standard 28 foot 
wide with a 24 foot 
road service. 

“There really 
isn’t a heck of a lot 
of room to do that. 
We’ll see what we 
can do. I think the 
only way we can 
do it is to take it 
on in chunks,” he 
said. “That will 
appear initially to be 
bandaids, I guess. I 
get to work with you 
all and I get to work 
with those people 
who are immediate-
ly affected in that 

canyon, so I kind of 
have to do a govern-
mental dance.” 

“So, counter-
point,” vice presi-
dent of Moonlight 
Kevin Germain 
quipped when he 
was handed the 
microphone. “What 
commissioner Hart 
alluded to: We had 
a slide on our road, 
actually we had two 
of them and at the 
request of the coun-
ty we went ahead 
and spent $850,000 
and $200,000 on 
the other this last 
summer to get that 
road up to a full 24 
foot width.” 

He said there is 
a reason Moonlight 
wants the road to be 
24 feet wide. Moon-
light, he said, has 
always maintained 
that road as open 
for emergencies and 
they want to make 
sure it is capable of 
handling emergency 
egress. 

“But it is right 
now – I call it the 
road to nowhere 
because of the 
county’s three miles. 
So, I’m trying to 
get Commissioner 
Hart to think bigger 
and faster and let’s 
get that three miles 
fixed. There’s a lot 
of tax dollars going 
from here to Madi-
son County that can 
help fund that,” he 
said to cheers and 
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Ruby River accesses at 
county bridges

The people’s right to Montana’s streams

Howard Chrest and Mark Savinski, Sportsmen of Madison County, and Jay Pape, Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks Region 3 program manager, at the most recent fishing access site off of the Coy Brown Bridge in 
the Ruby Valley Nov. 5. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks constructed an access 
site at the Coy Brown Bridge 
on the Ruby River mid-Oc-
tober. It is the fourth access 
built off a Madison County 
bridge since the deadline to 
appeal the Montana Supreme 
Court’s decision, involving the 

Kennedy vs Public Land and 
Water Access Association case, 
passed in 2016. 

After the 12-year saga 
ended in the courts, MTFWP 
and community members 
addressed infringing fencing 
that restricted public access 
to the Ruby River. The more 
user-friendly access sites next 
to four different county bridges 
are simple structures built 

within the county’s right of 
way.

“That’s not ours,” MTFWP 
Region 3 Program Manager Jay 
Pape said. “That’s the public’s, 
we just help them know they 
can access it.”

Signs posted on encroach-
ing fences along county 
bridges, which state “no river 
access,” were paired with MTF-
WP signs stating otherwise. 

ACCESSES continued on A2
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WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM
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Sportsmen of Madison County, 
Mark Savinski and Howard 
Chrest, are involved commu-
nity members assisting in the 
access sites in the Ruby Valley. 
They have their own signs at 
the sites, reminding people to 
respect the land. 

“If someone is not doing 
that [respecting the surround-
ing private property] they 
should be ticketed,” Savinski 
said.

MTFWP informed land 
owners prior to altering prob-
lematic fencing. Addressing 
stream access at county bridg-
es, requires minor changes to 
land owners’ fences. It is one 
day of labor for two people 
and the materials cost a couple 
hundred dollars, according to 
Pape.

“We’re not in the business 
of removing everyone’s fences,” 
Pape said. “That’s a county 
issue.”

Any fencing blocking access 
was removed and replaced 
with an entry. Gates or walk-
throughs were designed to 
allow people to enter, while 

keeping livestock contained. 
MTFWP will negotiate with 
landowners to find a design 
that both parties can agree on.

“There’s a way to allow 
access without being intimidat-
ing,” Pape said.

Madison County’s Road 
Committee, an appointed com-
mittee that assists the county 
commissioners, helps define 
a road as a prescriptive or 
petition road. A petition road 
is a road that a landowner at 
one time gave up to the county 
to maintain. Sixty feet is the 
set width of any petition road, 
which includes the road and 
the county right of way.

Historic use defines a 
prescriptive road. Landowners 
of a less populated and less 
visited Montana permitted use 
without documented agree-
ments, it was local knowledge. 
The ruling in the Kennedy 
v PLWAA was the first time 
that public prescriptive roads 
were given a width of use. The 
public can use the road and the 
county right of way on each 
side, but each prescriptive road 

is different depending on its 
historic use.

The Supreme Court ruling 
also established that historical 
recreational use is an element 
of determining a prescriptive 
road. 

“The Ruby’s been conten-
tious for a long time,” Pape 
said. “This sets the precedent.”

Legally, any fence that 
prohibits access to a stream off 
a county bridge can be climbed 
over- it is on the county road 
right of way, not private prop-
erty. Once in the river, individ-
uals must remain within the 
high-water mark as the stream 
access law requires. 

Often, beaten paths to the 
river cross onto private prop-
erty lines, which is trespassing. 
Pape recommends staying close 
to the bridge until reaching the 
high-water mark.

Recently, Madison County 
built a new bridge in Laurin 
and took the proactive action 
of building a walk-through 
for access to the river. But the 
first site that was built spring 
of 2017, the Lewis Lane Bridge 

access, is “text book style for 
stream access,” according to 
Savinski and Chrest. There 
are access points up and down 
stream of the bridge, it is wide 
enough for a walk-through and 
a water craft can be pushed 
over the rolling PVC pipe to 
easily get into the river.

“Without FWP, none of this 
would have happen, and the 
three county commissioners 
have been very supportive,” 
Savinski said.

As active concerned citi-
zens, Savinski and Chrest have 
helped act on stream access is-
sues. According to them, it will 
take the participation of others 
to uphold these efforts. About 
two weeks ago, Tony Schoonen 
died in Butte. He was a cham-
pion for stream access and 
represents the aging generation 
of river recreationists who have 
been active in these projects.

“The young folks have to 
get involved to keep this thing 
going,” Savinski said.
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Howard Chrest and Mark Savinski at the county bridge fishing access site on Seylor Lane Nov. 5. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Howard Chrest and Mark Savinski post a sign at the Coy Brown 
Bridge to remind users to keep the area clean. PHOTO BY HANNAH 
KEARSE

Tony Schoonen in the southern gap at Lewis Lane Bridge 2017, before access site was constructed. PHOTO FROM THE PUBLIC LAND AND 
WATER ACCESS ASSOCIATION’S WEBSITE.   

“That’s not ours,” 
Jay Pape, Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks Region 3 
program manager said. 
“That’s the 
public’s, we just 
help them know 
they can access 
it.”

November 14, 2019A2THE MADISONIAN



Pet of the Week

Golly  you’d think I’d have gotten a home by now.  I’ve been 
here my whole life.  I’m a young guy - not quite a year and 

a half old.  I’m a gentle, playful guy.  I don’t like being picked 
up and held, but I love pets and being played with.  Get along 
with others well after a few days of adjustment.  It will take me 
awhile to get adjusted as I’ve not known anyone except those 
here.  However if you are willing to give me time I’d sure love to 
have a home.  Would you all Misty at 439-1405 and ask for me?  
Purrease??  Brandon

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Brandon(406)684-5831

M  untain ViewVeterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iewVeterinary

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office responded 
to 71 calls for service from 
November 3 to November 9, 
2019. 

*Please note the 
new physical 
address for our 
office, 5 Placer 
Loop, Virginia 
City as of 9/5/19.  
Thank you!

Madison County 
D I S P AT C H

November 3 - November 9, 2019
In areas with low cell phone coverage, 
you can now text 911 in case of emergency.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

November 3, 2019

Accidents occurred in Ennis, 
Sheridan and McAllister.

November 4, 2019

An animal complaint was 
made in Cardwell.
A citizen was assisted in 
Alder.
Medial aid was adminis-
tered in Sheridan and Twin 
Bridges.
A road hazard was located 
in Norris.
A citizen was assisted in 
Ennis.

November 5, 2019

Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Sheridan.
An abandoned vehicle was 
located in Cameron.
A theft complaint was made 

in Virginia City.
An accident occurred in 
Sheridan.

November 6, 2019

An accident occurred in 
Cameron.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Sheridan.
Medical aid was adminis-
tered in Sheridan.
A fire call occurred in Barton 
Gulch.
A welfare check was per-
formed in Alder.

November 7, 2019

An animal complaint was 
made in Silver Star.
A citizen was assisted in 
Sheridan and Ennis.
A wildlife complaint was 
made in Silver Star and 
Alder.

A traffic complaint was re-
ported in Ennis.

November 8, 2019

Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Twin Bridg-
es and Ennis.
Citizens were assisted in 
Ennis.
A traffic complaint was made 
in Silver Star.
A wildlife complaint was 
made in Ennis.
Threats were reported in 
Sheridan.
A hunting violation was made 
in Ennis.
A disturbance was reported 
in Harrison.

November 9, 2019

An accident occurred in 
Ennis.
Wildlife complaints were 

reported in Sheridan.
An animal complaint was 
made in Twin Bridges.
An accident occurred in 
McAllister.

canceling the arrest warrant.
The prosecution said in 

closing statements that Thomp-
son “exceeded his authority by 
pulling that arrest warrant.”

Thompson served as Madi-

son County’s Sheriff for about 
four years and had been in law 
enforcement for over 30 years. 

In closing statements, 
Thompson’s attorney, Todd 
Whipple, said that Thompson 

“broke the rules, not the law 
and that’s a huge difference.”

A status conference was 
scheduled for Nov. 14 and 
sentencing hearing will be 
scheduled at a later date.

MISCONDUCT continued FROM A1

applause from the crowd. 
Hart countered that the 

county has attempted to get 
funding from Federal Emer-
gency Management Association 
(FEMA) and also applied for 
FLAP or Federal Lands Access 
Program funding. The road 
is not eligible for any of those 
funds because “they literally use 
that phrase that Kevin [Ger-
main] just used – and that is, 
‘It’s a road to nowhere’ because 
it connects to a private road.” 
He explained that he does not 
mean that in a negative way, it 
is simply the answer they have 
received when they have applied 
for funding. Financing is the 
issue, he explained. 

“I understand the argument 
– and you guys clapped for it – I 
appreciate that, too,” he said and 
said he understands that the 
property taxes collected from 
this part of Madison county is 

“huge”. 
“But what Dan and I, as only 

two of the three commissioners 
have to keep in mind is – it’s 
a long way from Big Sky to 
Wisdom and it’s a long way from 
Whitehall or the Jefferson River 
to Idaho – and that’s Madison 
County. God Bless you all for 
what you do here, but we have 
8,500 other people to keep track 
of, also. Would you try to be 
patient? Kevin [Germain] is not 
going to let up on me, I know. 
Chief Farhat is not going to let 
up on me, I know, because we 
are worried about safety – for 
you. We will do our best to 
get it done,” he said and then 
joked that he did not hear any 
applause. 

One attendee asked if the 
road will ever be made public. 
Hart responded that three miles 
in Madison County are public, 
but Germain would need to an-

swer for the rest of the road. 
“We have maintained we 

would like to see that road gated 
and private, but there is a lot 
more traffic on that road than 
people in this room realize,” he 
said. He explained that there 
are many employees who live in 
Madison Valley and commute to 
Big Sky on a daily basis. 

“People that need to use that 
road find a way to get access on 
that road,” he said. “We have al-
ways maintained we want to see 
dollars flowing between the two 
communities and really support 
Madison Valley and allow peo-
ple to live over there, and work 
over here.”

E L E C T I O N

Madison County’s 2019 
Municipal General

Citizen votes for town commissioners 
and resort tax

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Madison County towns of Ennis and Twin Bridges voted on town council seats, while 
Virginia City residents voted on a temporary 1 percent increase in their resort tax. 
Mailed-in ballots or ballots filled out at the Madison County Annex building for the 

2019 Municipal General Elections were accepted until 8 p.m. Nov. 5.
Ennis voters were asked to vote on three of the four names on the ballot. Incumbent town com-

missioners John Bancroft and Cory Hardy were reinstated for another four years on the council. 
Hardy received the most votes of the election, with 188 people voting for him. Bancroft was next, 
with 136 votes. The new comer, Kristy Ranson, was only three votes behind Bancroft, winning a seat 
on the Ennis town council. 

Twin Bridges’ election had two parts. James “JB” Klyap solidified the seat he took over several 
months ago as town commissioner. Voters were required to vote for two of the three names in the 
second section, which were four-year seats on the Twin Bridges Town Council. 

Incumbent Scott Holbrook won the popular vote for one of the four-year terms. With 60 votes, 
Holbrook returns to the Town Council. Joe Willauer won the second seat, but because he was ap-
pointed to the mayor position in October, he will not be filling it. The open seat will be advertised 
for residents to submit applications, and the council will appoint the position. It is uncertain when 
advertising or the appointment will happen.

In a 98:19 decision, Virginia City will adopt a 1 percent increase in their resort tax to purchase 
the Central Parking Lot property. This additional 1 percent is required to go toward infrastructure, 
according to Montana Senate Bill No. 241. It will apply to the sale of all luxury-item and travel ac-
commodations in Virginia City between May 1 and Oct. 31.

Active May 1, 2020, the additional 1 percent will terminate when “all the debts and project 
costs associated” with purchasing the Central Parking Lot are completed. The 1 percent resort tax 
increase is predicted to bring in about another $35,000 per year, making the purchase complete in 
about four to five years.

Commissioner Jim Hart picked-up the microphone and approached the crowd to discuss the com-
plexities of the Jack Creek Road issue at the Nov. 6 Madison and Gallatin Counties Joint Commission 
meeting . PHOTO BY JANA BOUNDS

JOINT MEETING continued FROM A1
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How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

obituaries

Ruth Luella Croskrey Long
Ocotber 8, 1927- April 22, 2019

Donald E. Clure
March 12, 1928 to October 31, 2019

Donald E. Clure died of 
natural causes on October 31, 
2019 in Great Falls, Montana. 
He was 91. Donald was born 
in Sioux County Nebraska on 
March 12, 1928 and was the 
middle of nine children. He 
moved to Montana when he 
was two years old and lived 

in and around Stevensville, 
Missoula and Phillipsburg. 

He joined the army in 1947 
and was honorably discharged 
in 1948 after his father passed 
away. He met his wife JoAnn 
in 1947 and they were married 
in September 1948 and moved 
to Montana in 1949 where 
they both lived for the rest of 
their lives. 

Donald was preceded in 
death by his father Asher, 
mother Chloe, four sisters 
Virginia, Evelyn, Marge, & 
Marie, four brothers Ken-
neth, Neil, Edgar Dale and 
Merle and his wife of 60 years 
JoAnn. He is survived by son 
Randy & daughter-in law Pat, 
daughter Donna, four grand-
children Timothy & his wife 
Amy, Meeghan and her hus-
band Alex, Katie and Jacque 
and her husband Channing, 
two great grandsons Zachary 
and Jaydon all of Great Falls, 

two step great grandchildren 
Nikki of Booney Lake, Wash-
ington & Ian of Great Falls 
and seven step great great 
grandchildren Heath, Kenna 
& Abraham (Ian’s children) of 
Great Falls and Isiah, Olive, 
Violet and Pricilla (Nikki’s 
children) of Booney Lake, 
Washington, numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

Donald worked most of his 
life on farms and ranches all 
around Montana and in Wyo-
ming. He owned and operated 
his own milk truck while liv-
ing in Stevensville, worked for 
the cannery and for Meadow-
land  Dairy. He worked in the 
dairy and also delivered milk 
and products all over the state 
of Montana.  Along the  way 
he worked at Lacey Herefords 
and Dingwall Ranch both 

in Drummond, the Jumping 
Horse Stock Ranch in Ennis, 
Flying D Ranch in Gallatin 
Gateway, FL Ranch in Au-
gusta, Twin Creek Ranch in 
Ranchaster, WY, Harris Land 
and Cattle in Highwood and 
for Dave Graff on a grain farm 
north of Great Falls where he 
and JoAnn lived for 21 years 
before leaving and moving to 
Great Falls to live with Donna 
where they both resided until 
they passed away. Services 
were held at Whitesitt Funer-
al Home in Stevensville on 
November 9, 2019 at 2 p.m.  
Interment with military hon-
ors will follow at the Riverside 
Cemetery.  Condolences and 
memories may be shared with 
the family at www.whitesittfu-
neralhome.com.

We as a family have been honored, amazed and humbled by the outpouring of love shown to us through cards, phone calls, memorials, food, 
visits and hugs following Lynn’s passing. It was and is appreciated. Thank you all so very much. 

Devonna, Bonnie, Linda, Brett & Rita and our families

THANK YOU

opinion
Virginia City mayor responds to Kim Hudson

Dear Editor,

In an era of phony politi-
cal advertisements, I am not 
surprised that a paid ad mas-
querading as a legitimate article/
column was in last week’s The 
Madisonian. Thankfully, we’ve 
mostly become desensitized to 
this strategy and these ads are 
largely ignored. 

But this advertisement was 
not made obvious to the reader 
and, predictably, it was so littered 
with misinformation, I thought it 
warranted a response.

In October, the Town of 
Virginia City passed a Resolution 
prohibiting a new Law & Justice 
Center (LJC) in its Historic Com-
mercial and Historic Residential 
Districts. This decision was based 
on the potential impact a new, 

large structure would have on 
VC, which is a designated Na-
tional Historic Landmark.
• The Town of Virginia City and 
its residents take great pride in 
protecting and preserving its his-
tory. The integrity of the Historic 
Districts is what draws visitors 
to our Town. As the Deputy 
Director of the State Historical 
Preservation Office said, “a LJC 
may adversely impact VC’s in-
tegrity of design, workmanship, 
setting, feeling, and association.” 
Gambling with Montana’s histo-
ry as well as VC’s identity is not 
something we are willing to do.  
• VC understands and appre-
ciates its role as the Madison 
County seat. The Madison 
County Courthouse is the oldest 
operating courthouse in Mon-
tana. VC as the County Seat and 

the Courthouse as its centerpiece 
will always be an important part 
of VC.
• VC has four other zoning 
districts in which the Resolution 
does not apply. There have been 
multiple public discussions with 
the Board of Commissioners 
about practical locations (outside 
of these two Historic Districts 
but still in VC) for County 
growth. 
• Madison County voters rejected 
plans for a new LJC in 2006 and 
2007. The first plan called for a 
jail with over 60 beds. The second 
proposal was slightly scaled 
down. If I recall, the data showed 
that Madison County had less 
than a one bed per night occu-
pancy rate.  A “propaganda cam-
paign” had nothing to do with 
these proposals being rejected.  

An informed, fiscally-responsible 
Madison County electorate did.  

We are very familiar with 
Montana law and will continue 
to work with our partners in 
Madison County as well as the 
State to truly serve the public’s 
greater good. 

We appreciate your attempt at 
enlightening us from afar (while 
also contributing ad revenue to 
our local newspaper).  If you can’t 
make it to our Town Council 
meetings, we livestream them on 
Facebook so anybody, anywhere 
can watch us discuss this and 
other topics in full transparency. 

Justin Gatewood
Virginia City Mayor

Law and Justice Center would cause negative impact
Dear Editor:

Hard to know where to begin 
in responding to Kim Hudson’s 
truly bent view of the history 
and reasoning behind Madison 
County’s proposed Law and 
Justice Center in its various in-
carnations, or the need to revisit 
the discredited project now.

I suspect others will detail 
some of his clear misstatements. 
I’ll just highlight a few gen-
eral pieces of BS. Stating that 
Madison County voters were 
essentially gulled into believing 
inaccuracies about the original 
LJC proposal, twice and by large 
margins, is a clear insult to the 
people of this county. The idea 
that a relative handful of VC 

residents somehow engineered 
two different lopsided election 
results by running a giant “pure 
propaganda” campaign is simply 
offensive.

The follow-up to getting beat-
en badly at the polls twice was 
that county commissioners gut-
ted the budgets for a number of 
services they should be providing 
in order to “save” enough money 
to build, without a tax increase, 
what has been a disastrous Ad-
ministrative Center that ended 
up shoddily built and inadequate 
to its purpose.

We have a huge judge’s cham-
bers, but no space for a sheriff’s 
office. Or to rent to a badly in 
need Department of Revenue 
that has moved to Ennis as a re-

sult. And meanwhile, the alleged 
reasons for needing a new jail al-
most 10 years ago have still never 
been addressed at the old county 
courthouse building. And now 
they’ve discovered black mold, 
and their solution to dealing with 
it is to abandon the building at a 
cost of millions rather than pay 
to have it remediated at a cost of 
thousands. Wouldn’t it be nice 
to see a report on this apparently 
incurable mold problem and a 
review of some options?

This whole business of having 
to transport Madison County 
prisoners to other jails at huge 
costs has been a canard used to 
justify a big new jail from the 
beginning, even pre-mold. It was 
created to justify a bad solution 

to a problem of our own doing 
that has other more cost-efficient 
and rational solutions.

Kim’s brazen disregard of the 
issue of the overall impact of a 
large jail on an historic com-
munity, its residents and many 
thousands of visitors annual-
ly, not to mention the state of 
Montana’s significant investment 
here, is obvious by his failure 
to even mention it. His whole 
tiresome rant is notable for large 
omissions, false equivalencies 
and serious misinterpretations of 
recent history.

 
Jay Cowan

Virginia City

We have so many people to thank and be thankful for: all the bus kids Mel drove for years and their kids, all the people who got their hair 
cut or just stopped by for a visit, all the faculty and bus barn people Mel worked with for years.  We would like to thank the Ladies of the LDS 
Church for providing us with meals and feeding everyone at the luncheon after Mel’s service.  We would especially like to thank all the doctors 
and nurses at Madison Valley Medical Center and the Bozeman Deaconess Cancer Center that Mel loved.  Thank you to everyone that sent 
cards, flowers, donations and came to the funeral…what an amazing tribute to him!  He loved you all.  We need to just thank the whole town of 
Ennis, so I don’t leave anyone out.  And to my whole family, a big thank you for all they did and continue to do for me every day.

Karen McKitrick
Michael and Cindy McKitrick
Norman and Tina McKitrick
Brian and Wendy McKitrick

THANK YOU

OBITUARIES CONTINUED ON A5
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Greetings from RE/MAX Mountain Property, 
we hope this finds you all happy and healthy. 

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY I 130 MAIN STREET I ENNIS, MT 

FULL TIME AGENTS AND OFFICE: We have a full-time 
professional group to help guide you through the process
seven days a week throughout the year. We are available
to answer any questions sellers OR buyer may have. We 
are also available for private appointments to meet your 
schedule and/or desire for confidentiality. 

MARKETING: Re/Max Mountain Property is the top real 
estate office in the Madison Valley, and the #1 marketing 
team in town. We market your property aggressively with 
WEBSITES, MAGAZINES, BROCHURES, ADVERTISING 
SIGNS, AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO and several 
other strategies we will share with you when we meet to 
discuss your property. 

OFFICE LISTING AND CLIENTS: We out-list, out-market 
and out-sell our competitors. Why list with an office that 
already has a number of listings? Because listings bring 
buyers and buyers buy properties! We have the staff to 
ensure that you and your property receive the individual 
attention it deserves and provide the firepower to get it 
sold. With Re/Max Mountain Property, you don't get less 
attention - you get more! 

If you or someone you know is interested in 
buying or selling property, please contact us 

soon to see how we can help you. 

RE/MAX Mountain Property 
sold 1.Sx more listings in 

2016 than our closest 
competitor* 

Contact us today so we can 
add your property to these 

successful numbers! 
406-682-5001

wwmercer@gmail.com 

Planning to sell in 2018? Call us today! 

Kim Fore1 an 
Agent 

140,p-220-0232

i1, 

Bill Mercer 
Broker/Owner 
406-581-5574
I 

Lincoln Roberts 
Broker 
406-581-6283

L{ura Gilmore 
r Broker

406-570-8729� 

Pam Menzel
Agent 
406-548-1066

Exciting News…
Corinna Christensen
has joined RE/MAX Mountain 
Property in Ennis, Montana. 
You may already know 
Corinna as the former owner/
manager of Ennis Pharmacy 
and Yesterday’s Soda Fountain. 
She is ready to list your 
property or sell you Southwest
Montana Real Estate.

Call Corinna at:
406-570-6742
or send her an email:
406corinna@gmail.com

Testimonial from Rachel Bill is the consummate profes-
sional -- courteous, skilled, considerate, trustworthy, respon-
sive. From my first tentative inquiry, Bill took the time to
understand my requirements and identified the perfect prop-
erty for me. Negotiations were completed smoothly. Post-
contract he continued to provide all the assistance I needed to
have a successful settlement. He goes way beyond what I
expect from a real estate agent and is now helping me settle 
into my brand new community.

Testimonial from Susan M Laura is an excellent agent 
who goes that extra mile. I could not be more satisfied with
her. She has a broad local knowledge of the area and could
not be more helpful. When my mortgage hit a bump in the 
road she smoothed it out and made sure I got happily to the 
finish line. I am most appreciative and now consider her a 
friend.

Testimonial from Patrick and Christine Lincoln helped us
sell our home in Ennis. He was great to deal with especially
since we moved to another state prior to the sale of our home.
Should we move back to Ennis, he will be the first person we 
call.

Testamonial from Malinda Kim was amazing to work with
in helping us find a perfect home that fit our needs and
wants. She answered all questions promptly and had a quick
return rate when we left messages. She definitely made this a 
great experience for us. We highly recommend her.

Testimonial from Bev I just bought a home in Cameron 
with Laura. She is extremely helpful and available at all 
times through the process. She is knowledgeable in the mar-
ket and she was an advocate for me as the buyer. She always
had a smile on her face!

Testimonial from Jeannie and Bill We have been look-
ing for 3 years for a home within an hour of Bozeman, work-
ing with numerous agents - we happened to call on a home 
Bill had for sale and from the first time we spoke, he was 
professional, knowledgeable, on top of the market there, and
in the end, helped us to purchase a home that wasn't his list-
ing. Bill took the time to understand our needs and our budg-
et, and he stayed within those parameters, unlike many other
agents. Bill and his office went above and beyond a number
of times, we live 7 hours away and he helped to coordinate 
showings, offers, helped us to work with the BEST lenders. I
would work with Bill again.

Testimonial from David  Corinna did an excellent job in
allowing us to procure the house we desired. She went over
the top in taking care of details and paperwork that was re-
quired while we were out of town. Would most definitely use 
her again as our agent. 

Testimonial from Greg and Renee We highly recommend
Lincoln. He went above and beyond to market and sell our
house. He was always professional and kept us up to date.
At a time of big changes for our family, he made selling our
house stress free.

Testimonial from Jim and Dana Bill Mercer is the best 
realtor, in the best state in the West. There is no doubt that he 
is the hardest working and most knowledgeable real estate 
professional that I have had the pleasure of working with
and; along with his lovely wife Quinn, enabled an absolutely
wonderful transaction for everyone involved. He knows the 
territory extremely well and he knows how to get a deal 
done. He is honest, discrete, tireless, extremely responsive,
and I would not hesitate recommending Bill’s services to
anyone looking for real estate in Montana. Also, he is a 
great fisherman or so I’ve heard…mostly from him.

Exciting News…Corinna Christensen
has joined RE/MAX Mountain Property
in Ennis, Montana.  You may already
know Corinna as the former owner/
manager of Ennis Pharmacy and Yes-
terday’s Soda Fountain.  She is ready to 
list your property or sell you Southwest 
Montana Real Estate.
Call Corinna at 406-570-6742

or email 406corinna@gmail.com

Planning to sell in 2018? Call us today!

Pam Menzel
Agent
406-548-1066

Kim Foreman
Agent
406-220-0232

Bill Mercer
Broker/Owner
406-581-5574

Laura Gilmore
Broker
406-570-8729

Lincoln Roberts
Broker
406-581-6283

Thanksgiving Dinner
OPEN TO ALL THE COMMUNITY.

No reservations required.

November 28, 2019  ·  1 - 3 p.m.
Madison Valley Baptist Church

5050 US Hwy 287 N. Ennis
Looking forward to you joining us 

on Thanksgiving Day!
Shut-ins delivery available: Please call 682-4244 no 
later than Weds., the 27th to make arrangements to 
have a fresh hot meal delivered the 28th early afternoon.

Daniel Arthur McKenzie
May 24, 1925 to October 12, 2019

Daniel Arthur McKenzie, 
94, our beloved husband, father, 
grandfather and great grandfa-
ther, passed away October 12, 
2019, at Morningstar Senior 
Living Center in Idaho Falls.

He was born May 24, 
1925 in Sheridan, Montana to 
William and Edna McKenzie, 
the third of eight children.  He 
grew up in Alder, Montana and 
helped his father in the Alder 
Mercantile Store.  He attended 

grades 1 through 8 in a little 
two-room school in Alder and 
then went to high school in 
Sheridan. During high school, 
he was involved in football, 
basketball and threw the javelin 
and pole vaulted on the track 
team.

Upon graduating from high 
school, he was called to active 
duty in the Army on June 28, 
1943. He served his country 
well and received an honorable 
discharge in October of 1946. 
Before he shipped off to Japan, 
he married Evelyn Miles. To 
this union was born a daughter 
Sandra Lee.  They later di-
vorced.

 He attended college at the 
Texas School of Mines and 
Texas A & M, graduating with 
a bachelor’s degree in Mechan-
ical Engineering. While there, 
a friend introduced him to 
the game of golf, and he was 
hooked for life!

He took a job with General 
Electric in New Hampshire. 

One of the technicians intro-
duced him to downhill skiing. 
This also became a favorite 
winter activity. He later trans-
ferred to Idaho Falls.  To fill his 
spare time during the summer, 
he joined a couple of bowling 
leagues and also played on the 
GE softball team.

While in Idaho Falls, he 
wanted “to have a little religion 
in his life”, and after learning of 
and about the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, he 
chose to be baptized a mem-
ber in 1959.  Shortly after, he 
met and “danced his way into 
romance and marriage” with 
Dollie Ann Clayton.  They were 
sealed for time and all eternity 
in the Idaho Falls LDS Temple 
on April 14, 1961.

Work took them to Sche-
nectady, New York and it was 
there that their son Kurt was 
born. They moved to California 
and then back to Idaho Falls, 
where their daughter Beverly 
was born. 

In 1987, they bought 5 acres 
of land east of Rigby, and built 
their log home. They turned it 
into a beautiful place! Dan also 
purchased a motorcycle and 
he and Dollie put hundreds of 
miles on their bike touring all 
over the USA and Canada. Dan 
loved to serve and was a Scout-
master for many years. He also 
had great love for our country 
and proudly served with the 
local VFW chapter for over 25 
years.

He was able to check off 
three of four things on his 
bucket list. One was to climb 
the Grand Teton, which he did. 
Two was to ride a motorcycle 
with Dollie to Alaska and back. 
Three was to jump out of an 
airplane with a parachute (done 
at the age of 70). Four was to hit 
his age in a golf game.  The last 
he never made, but he had great 
fun trying!

From 2005-2007, he and 
Dollie served as Officiators 
in the Washington D.C. LDS 

Temple. This was a choice 
experience for them. In 2009, 
they moved into the new Bon-
eventure Senior Living complex 
(now MorningStar Senior Liv-
ing Center) in an independent 
cottage. The closest thing to 
country living they could find 
for seniors! This has been their 
home for the past 10 years and 
they’ve made many wonderful 
and dear friends. 

We, his family, are grateful 
to his friends and also to the 
many staff members and nurses 
who have helped him, especially 
these past two months. Your 
kindness and love to him is so 
very appreciated.

Dan is survived by his 
sweetheart Dollie McKenzie of 
Idaho Falls, son Kurt McKen-
zie of Ridgecrest, California, 
and daughter Beverly (Timo-
thy) Solomon of Idaho Falls; 
five grandchildren: Brittany 
(Jake) Picard, Kayla (Mat-
thew) Murphy, Kendan (Callie) 
Solomon, Nathan (Jeannine) 

Solomon, and Jenny Solomon; 7 
great-grandchildren; sister Car-
ol (Lester) Braach of Sheridan, 
Montana, and brothers Bennie 
(Ann) McKenzie of Canon City, 
Colorado and Bryon (Gayle) 
McKenzie of Allyn, Washing-
ton.  He was preceded in death 
by his parents, daughter Sandra 
Peterson, sisters Audrey McK-
enzie and Bessie Bartlett, and 
brothers William McKenzie and 
Clarence McKenzie.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 
19, 2019 at the Stanfield LDS 
Ward Chapel (1925 E. 49th S., 
Idaho Falls). The family will 
receive friends from 9:30-10:45 
a.m. on Saturday morning at 
the church.  Burial will be at 
the Ucon Cemetery under the 
direction of Eckersell Funeral 
Home.  Military rites will be 
provided by the Jefferson Coun-
ty Veterans Team. Condolences 
may be sent to the family online 
at www.eckersellfuneralhome.
com

obituaries

Betty Sykes
May 4, 1931 to November 5, 2019

Betty Sykes, 88, of Twin Bridges, passed 
away Tuesday, November 5, 2019. Betty was 
born May 4, 1931 in Bozeman. Betty was 
the daughter of George and Pauline Moss of 
Cherry Creek. She grew up there, loving her 
horses, dogs and cats on the ranch.

Her wishes were cremation and placed 
with her late husband, Jim Sykes who passed 
June 4, 2011.

Their remains will be buried in Red Bluff 
this summer with a small family ceremony.

She married Jim Sykes January 13, 1958. 
Eventually, they settled in Twin Bridges in 
1969. Betty was involved with the town and 
the people. She was city council member for 
13 years. 1983-1996. In 1996, she became 
mayor and served for 9 years until 2005. 
During this time and after, she was a mem-
ber of the Weed Board where she served with 

friends and family.
She is preceded in death by her husband, 

Jim Sykes and her daughter, Julia Stockton.
She is survived by her sons, Richard Greg-

son of Beaverton, Oregon and Robert Sykes 
of Caldwell, Idaho. Also, her grandchildren, 
Carlena Stockton, Jamie Sykes, Rich Sykes, 
Rachele Ayers and Nolan Sykes. And great, 

and great great grandchildren.
So much more could be written about her. 

She was a wonderful mother and is sorely 
missed.

She is now in Heaven with family who 
went before and blessed to be with them.
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406-682-4290 | www.eraarrow.com

Stay a week...or a lifetime ®

219 Main Street | Ennis, MT 59729
Donald Bowen

581-2991
Toni Bowen

570-9233
Debbie Richardson
Offi ce Coordinator

Robyn Erlenbush
Broker/Owner

Local schools celebrate Veteran’s Day

Members of the Montana State University Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps Color Guard attended the Veterans Day ceremo-
ny at Ennis Schools Nov. 11. PHOTOS COURTESY MARY 
ANN DOWD SUSSMAN

Superintendent of Ennis Schools, Casey Klasna, welcomes local Veterans to lunch with the elementary students on Veterans Day. PHOTOS COURTESY 
MARY ANN DOWD SUSSMAN

Tammy Wham, Ennis Schools’ Cafeteria Supervisor, prepared tacos 
for veterans from the Madison Valley Manor. PHOTO COURTESY MARY 
ANN DOWD SUSSMAN

Twin Bridges School gathered with community to honor our Veterans with a special Veteran’s Day Celebration. PHOTO COURTESY JODY SANDRU

Veterans pictured are(L-R) Joe Witherspoon, Jerry Bud Redfield, Doug Martin, Sean Gifford, Gary Boyer, Jim Paull, Bill Gibson. 
PHOTO COURTESY JODY SANDRU

Sergeant Major Sean Gifford gave a wonderful speech that was met 
with a standing ovation. PHOTO COURTESY JODY SANDRUThank you, Veterans!
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• Creek side retreat in Pony, MT
• 5 lots, level building site
• Other adjoining lots available

NORTH WILLOW CREEK
$149,000  | #340107

(406) 682-3363  |  105 E MAIN STREET. ENNIS, MT 59729  |   WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

• Rural feel, but only minutes from Ennis
• Power & phone at the lot
• Equestrian center & clubhouse

PRONGHORN MEADOWS
$64,900  | #339952

• Unobstructed views
• Minutes to Ennis
• Well already in place

PRONGHORN MEADOWS
$116,900 | #339913

• Fish the Blue Ribbon Madison River
• Large windows overlook the river
• 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1415 SF

1393 HIGHWAY 287 N.
$495,000  | #340143

• Fantastic views, ridge top parcel
• Access to lakes, BLM & Forest Service
• Only minutes from Madison River

SHINING MOUNTAINS II
$39,900  | #340397

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

• Historic Blue Moon Saloon
• Turn key ready
• Restaurant, bar, cabins, store

3793 US HIGHWAY 287
$950,000  | #339888

“You don’t just buy a property 
in Montana, you purchase a lifestyle”

R E S I D E N T I A L ,  R A N C H  & 
R E C R E A T I O N A L 
R E A L  E S TA T E 

Brandy
Hilton

Sales Associate 
(406) 570-8757

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

Student 
of the 
Week

Sheridan High School’s Student of the Week 
is Senior, Zoe Lee.  Zoe works extremely 
hard in all of her classes and has been 
involved with FCCLA, FFA, track, and 
volleyball her entire high school career. Zoe 
is very involved in FFA, and FCCLA and is 
the president of both of our local chapters.  
She has qualified for nationals in FCCLA 
all four years of high school.  She has 
competed in Parliamentary Procedure and 
Range throughout her career in FFA.  Zoe 

has been an honor roll student all of her high school career and is a great member of our 
student body.  She will graduate as the valedictorian of her class this spring.   She is a 
great example for her peers. Zoe will move on from Sheridan High School to Washington 
State University where she will pursue a degree in medicine.  Congratulations Zoe—keep 
up the great work! 

We are proud of YOU!

Dawn Myrvik
Broker

406.579.1298

Tanya Matson
Sales Associate

406.580.6987

www.PureWestRealEstate.com

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed

Great Lot on the Edge of Town | Ennis
This flat lot is located on the last block 
of Mirza Way with views of the Madison 

Range.

Offered at $50,000 | MLS# 339837

Jenny Rohrback
Sales Associate

406.868.3175

Why we choose Montana. 
Everytime.

The Great Outdoors

Girl Scouts Troop 3535 from 
Sheridan girls learns table 
manners, setting the table and 
healthy snacks from Janet Marsh 
at the Shovel n Spoon. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF 
MARIA BIELER

GIRL 
SCOUTS!
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YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

A question frequently asked 
by your customers. 

Sell your service, your 
business or your product! 

This is your opportunity to 
provide your current and future 
customers with accurate, valuable 
information about your business.

Something new about your business you would like to 
promote? This is a great way to do accomplish that, too.  
Don’t miss your chance to secure this platform for your 
area of expertise.  

Call 682-7755 
or email sales@madisoniannews.com 

to reserve this space!

Q:
A:

Your 
Photo 
Here 

YOUR EXPERTISE

Your Business name   •   XXX-XXX-XXXX
Your Name, Your Title

Ask the Expert forum appears the second Thursday of each 
month. If you have questions for these area professionals e-mail 
us at info@madisoniannews.com.

Local businesses have the information you need to make a variety of 
decisions. Best of all, they are here and available to meet your needs. In our 

“Ask the Experts” section, we went to these local experts for information 
on  topics important to you.

Ask theExpert

Ask theExpert

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

Why should I invest in 
advertising?

Not advertising is like winking 
at a girl in the dark. You know 
what you are doing – but no one 

else does. 

Advertising turns the light on – it lets 
people know you are out there and that 
you want their business. 

Advertising reminds existing customers about you and brings new 
people in the door. Sure, networking is great and important, as 
is signage, location, social media, and customer service, word of 
mouth... But, advertising is the route with potentially the biggest 
payoff. 

Why should you advertise in The Madisonian?
Our readership is up over 30%. We reach more area residents 
and visitors than any other local media. Contact us today to find 
out how our print and online advertising solutions can help your 
business thrive!

Q:

The madisonian  •   406-682-7755
GET RESULTS!

A:

ADVERTISING

Contact us at 
406.682.7755 
or info@madisoniannews.com

REAL ESTATE

Berkshire haThawaY  •   (406) 925-2260
Sarah Weitz

Should I take my home off the 
market for the winter?Q:

A: The myth of homes not selling in 
the winter is looking to be more 

a thing of the past. Madison County has 
seen a steady increase in the number of 
homes sold in the winter months, from 
December through February, since 
2016. Sales prices have also continued 
to steadily rise in the valley as well as 
nationwide. According to a Realtor.com article from October 2018, 
The median listing price nationwide in February was $274,900, a 10 
percent increase from February 2017. 
With a shortage of inventory, leaving your home on the market 
during the winter months could prove to be beneficial. While 
other sellers are taking their homes off the market until spring, the 
number of available homes for buyers decreases, making the odds 
in your favor. 

Do I need to get a flu shot?

Well our weather the last few weeks 
has shown that winter (if not already 
here on some days) is right around 

the corner and with that comes cold and flu 
season. Have you gotten your flu shot yet? 
If the answer is yes...good job! If the answer 
is no, please get your vaccination very soon. 
Flu shots not only help prevent ourselves 
from getting seriously ill from influenza, 
but they also help us prevent others from 
getting sick. Herd immunity is the principle that the more people around 
us that are vaccinated, the better protected we all are. This is exactly why 
we should always get our flu shots if able. When getting our flu shots 
we are helping the elderly, young children, infants (some who are not 
old enough for the flu shot yet), and any adults/children with diseases/
disorders that make influenza even more dangerous to get. You can get 
your flu shot at your doctor’s office, health departments, pharmacies, and 
any flu shot clinics available in your area. Please call and find out where 
your nearest location to get a flu shot is. Flu season is here and you need 
to be vaccinated to help yourself and others.

PHARMACY

mac’s chc PharmacY  •   406-842-7434
Carly Johns Moody

   HEALTH CARE

ruBY ValleY clinics
Dr. Roman Hendrickson, MD

A friend recommended that I invest in a 
humidifier this winter. Will a humidifier 
be helpful with colds and flu?

Q:
A humidifier is very useful for relieving 
some of the discomfort from respiratory 
illnesses because it moisturizes nasal, 

throat and lung passages.  The added moisture 
helps break up mucus and reduces coughing.  The 
optimal level of humidity is about 45-50%.  You 
can measure this with an inexpensive hygrometer 
(less than $20).  A humidifier can also help you avoid getting sick.  Studies have shown 
that flu germs survive and spread more easily in arid conditions.  The cilia in your nose 
will be happier with a humidifier and will work more effectively to keep out bacteria 
and germs. 
 Cold mist humidifiers are recommended for homes with children because warm mist 
humidifiers are very hazardous if knocked over.  However, cold mist humidifiers have 
a higher potential for mold spore production.  With either model, it’s important to clean 
the unit regularly to kill any bacteria.

A:

sheridan   842-5056  •  Twin Bridges   684-5546

YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

INSURANCE

The agencY insurance diVision   •   406-682-4202
Amanda Smethurst, Agent

Q:
A:

WHAT IS THIS UM/UIM ON 
MY COVERAGE?
Are you aware that as of 2015 
it was estimated that 10 out of 

every 100 vehicles you pass on the 
Montana roads are driving without 
insurance. The percentage of those 
that only have state required limits is 
estimated to be over 20%. These are 
scary numbers if you are out driving on 
Montana’s icy roads.
To answer the question above: Uninsured Insured motorist (UM) 
Underinsured Motorist insurance (UIM) pays for injuries, such as 
medical expenses, that result from an accident caused by a driver 
who has no or too little insurance to cover all of the injuries they 
caused to you and your passengers. This coverage may also apply 
to fix or replace your vehicle if the driver at fault did not have 
any or only had state minimum coverage limits.
Note: Montana’s car insurance rules differ from those in place in the 
dozen or so “no-fault” states, where injured people are limited to filing 
claims with their own insurer except in specific situations. You won’t need 
to worry about this in Montana

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

 BIRDING

wild Birds unlimiTed   •   406-219-2066
Debi Naccarto, Owner

Bird Trivia-Amazing Anatomy
(from Bird Trivia by Stan Tekiela)
Here are some of the award winners:
Best Eyesight: The Peregrine Falcon can 
see a pigeon flying in the sky more than 5 
miles away!
Winner of 360 Degree Vision: The 
American Woodcock has the greatest field 
of vision in the entire bird world! It can see 
in all directions without moving its head 
due to its large, bulbous eyes. It can see 360 
degrees as well as straight overhead.
Best Sense of Smell: Most birds have poor or reduced sense of smell, 
however, a Turkey Vulture can smell rotting flesh at more than 5,000 feet 
in the air!
Best Hearing: Belongs to the night-hunting owls, such as Barn, Long-
eared and Boreal Owls. In laboratory tests, Barn Owls were able to catch 
live prey in total darkness just by using its hearing.
Strongest Bill: Goes to the Woodpecker. Not only do they use their bills to 
excavate holes in trees for nesting, but they also drum on resonant objects 
with their bills to communicate with other woodpeckers.
Birds are amazing!

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

Chronic pain:   Should I use pain 
pills or physical therapy?

Chronic pain is a common 
problem. It consists of pain/
discomfort lasting greater than 6 

months. This is a backache, headache or 
long-term discomfort in any body part 
from trauma or activity.  
A current study of chronic pain from 
the American Physical Therapy Association indicates the “physical 
therapist” as crucial healthcare provider to manage chronic pain.   
The article states “ The physical therapist  plays an important  role 
in managing chronic  pain.” Chronic pain is a debilitating illness.    
Physical therapy treatment includes flexibility, body awareness and 
strengthening exercises.    Treatment is a slow process based on 
functional activities. 
Chronic pain  is  a complex problem.  It requires a health care 
provider with knowledge and experience.

Q:

A:

PHYSICAL THERAPY

ennis PhYsical TheraPY  Pc  •   406-682-3112
Robert (Bob) Sahli, PTATCLAT 

How can I change my thoughts 
and behaviors?
Cognitive behavioral therapy 
(CBT), is an evidence-based 
therapy that focuses on shifting 

thoughts and behaviors which can 
improve many psychological difficulties. 
Many skills can be taught by the 
therapist through psychoeducation 
and may include: relaxation, training 
in social skills, or developing ways to 
reduce challenging thinking patterns. Role play in session is a good 
way to learn and practice skills. Psychoeducation provided in session 
can then become a homework assignment to be worked on in between 
sessions which aids the client in becoming skilled at problem solving. 
Setting goals is important in CBT sessions. CBT is a helpful treatment 
for many struggles including: anxiety, social skills deficiencies, 
depression, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), obsessive 
compulsive disorder (ODC), obstacles with attention, and relationship 
issues, to name a few. With CBT therapy, the expectation is that when 
a similar situation arises in the future, the client will have tools to use 
to work through the issue.

Q:
A:

MENTAL HEALTH

(406) 670-4546 
Lisa Brubaker, LCSW

Q:
A:
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SPORTS

BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

PRICE REDUCTIONS

OPPORTUNITY 
Awaits!

• Sweeping views of the Madison Range 
• 3.950± acres w/horses allowed 
• Terrific value close to Ennis 

Sara
Johnson 

broker
406.570.4249    

24 BUFFALO LANCE, CAMERON 
$479,000 | #319383

• 4,504± sf, 7 bd, 3.5 ba home 
• 3 car attached garage w/dog run 
• Very close to Yellowstone National Park! 

Rob
Klatt
broker

406.580.2002     
BECHLER AVE, WEST YELLOWSTONE 

$699,000 | #334342

• Cozy 1,467± sf, 3 bd, 2 ba home 
• Recent upgrades including flooring, appliances 
• Garage/shop, fenced yard 

Sarah
Weitz

sales associate
406.925.2260  

2342 HIGHWAY 287, ALDER 
$189,000 | #335648

• 5.3± acre building lot 
• Power, fiber, gas & phone already to the lot 
• Ready for your dream home!

Nicholette 
Picken

sales associate
406.698.0853

LOT 18 HOMESTEAD, SHERIDAN 
$75,000 | #334266

• Brand new 1,740± sf, 2 bd, 2 ba home 
• Open living, dining, kitchen 
• Covered porch, 2 car attached garage

Rikki
Dilschneider 

broker
406.581.5155     

100 SKY VIEW DRIVE, ENNIS 
$369,000 | #337055

• 3 bd, 2 ba home on 1.5± acres
• Mature landscape & pasture 
• Immaculate & move in ready! 

Joszie
Driear

sales associate
406.580.4469       

91 E HWY 2, WHITEHALL 
$339,900 | #340610

Ennis Mustangs out in 3
2019 Western C Divisional Volleyball Tournament

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Ennis Mustangs advanced to the second 
round before losing two matches in the Western C 
Divisional Volleyball Tournament at Manhattan 
Christian School Nov. 7-9.

They first took down the Valley Christian 
Eagles in three straight sets (25-23, 25-17, 25-13) 
Nov. 7. It was a close first set but the Mustangs 
finished strong. Ennis senior Riley Robinson led 
the Mustangs in assists, as she has done in almost 
every match this season. Ennis sophomore Shel-
bey Klein had a successful year for the Mustangs 
and contributed to their success on the court, 
especially at the net. For the Mustangs’ last win 
of the year, Klein led in kill and blocks. Kennedy 
Davies, a senior player for Ennis, was another 
instrumental player in playoffs.

 But the Mustangs then lost to the Manhattan 
Christian Eagles (25-16, 25-14, 25-5). 

Granite, the other District 12C team that 
placed into the tournament, had a similar fate. 
Winning their first match against Clark Fork but 
losing their second match against Gardiner and 
third match against Hot Springs. 

The Mustangs took on the Charlo Vikings, 
who defeated them in three close sets (25-20. 
25-21, 25-21). The Vikings would advance to 
the championship match, placing second in the 
tournament. Manhattan Christian Eagles won 
the 2019 Western C Divisional Volleyball Tourna-
ment. 

The 2019 State Class C Volleyball Tournament 
will be held at Montana State University in Boze-
man Nov. 14-16. 

Tournament Match #2
Ennis Mustangs vs Valley Christian Eagles 
Nov.7
Win
25-23, 25-17, 25-13

KILLS
Team total: 27
Individual Leader: Shelbey Klein
Individual Total: 13

BLOCKS
Team total: 5
Individual Leader: Shelbey Klein
Individual Total: 3

DIGS
Team total: 9
Individual Leader: Riley Robinson
Individual Total: 24

ASSISTS
Team total: 27
Individual Leader: Riley Robinson
Individual Total: 18

ACES
Team total: 13
Individual Leader: Kennedy Davies
Individual Total: 4

Tournament Match #5
Ennis Mustangs vs Manhattan Christian Eagles
Nov.7
Loss
25-16, 25-14, 25-11

KILLS
Team total: 19
Individual Leader: Riley Robinson
Individual Total: 6

BLOCKS
Team total: 5
Individual Leader: Shelbey Klein
Individual Total: 5

DIGS
Team total: 18
Individual Leader: Shelbey Klein/ Olivia Lohrenz 
Individual Total: 4

ASSISTS
Team total: 17
Individual Leader: Riley Robinson
Individual Total: 9

ACES
Team total: 3
Individual Leader: Riley Robinson, Landri Paladichuk, 
Olivia Lohrenz
Individual Total: 1

Tournament Match #11
Ennis Mustangs vs Charlo
Nov. 8 
Loss
25-20, 25-21, 25-21

KILLS
Team total: 25
Individual Leader: Shelbey Klein/ Kennedy Davies
Individual Total: 7

BLOCKS
Team total: 10
Individual Leader: Shelbey Klein
Individual Total: 5.5

DIGS
Team total: 28
Individual Leader: Riley Robinson/ Olivia Lohrenz
Individual Total: 7

ASSISTS
Team total: 232
Individual Leader: Riley Robinson
Individual Total: 19

ACES
Team total: 6
Individual Leader: Olivia Lohrenz
Individual Total: 3

ENNIS STATISTICS AT THE 2019 DIVISIONAL VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

Volleyball – District 
12 C All-Conference:

Local athletes honored for their 2019 season

FIRST TEAM: 
Aleena Bacon, Jr., Harrison – Willow Creek 
Avery Oliver, Jr., Ennis 
Ashleigh Guinnane, Sr., Twin Bridges 

SECOND TEAM: 
Karlee Hedges, Sr., Ennis 
Callie Kaiser, Fr., Twin Bridges 
Deana Parke, Jr., Drummond 
Rosie Chater, Jr., Harrison – Willow Creek Submitted by ED BURKE

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

The Nearly New gets renewedThe Nearly New gets renewed
Renovations at the Nearly New Shoppe

Hannah Kearse
The Madisonian

 
The Nearly New Shoppe on Main Street in Ennis will close for renovations from 

Jan. 1-18. The Madison Valley Woman’s Club discussed the details at their monthly 
meeting Nov. 7.

The renovations will address maintenance and safety concerns and transform the 
cashier area to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, which benefits 
volunteers and customers at the Nearly New Shoppe. Donations will still be accepted 
during normal business hours onsite.

“The new windows, lighting, paint, fixtures and floor layout will make for a bright-
er and safer shopping experience,” MVWC publicity chairs, Wendy Gustin and Jo 
Campbell said. 

In preparation for the renovations, the Nearly New Shoppe will have a 50% off sale 
beginning on the Ennis Christmas Stroll Dec. 6. It will run through Dec. 31. 

Volunteers are needed to help the Woman’s Club empty the store before the reno-
vation Jan. 4.

“Big or small, they need to move it all,” Gustin and Campbell said. “Any amount of 
time you can provide would be greatly appreciated.”

Call or stop in at the Nearly New Shoppe for more details about the renovations 
or the MVWC. Their next meeting is Dec. 3, and anyone interested is welcome to 
attend.

High Speed Internet 
Digital Voice

Long Distance 
Business Systems

467.2535 • 1.800.796.4567 • 3rt@3rivers.net  •  3rivers.net

Nearly New 
Shoppe
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Cloudy. High 48F. Winds SW at 10 
to 15 mph.

“Gratitude 
makes sense of 
our past, brings 
peace for today, 
and creates 
a vision for 
tomorrow.”

- Melody Beattie

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Partly cloudy skies. High 48F. 
Winds SSW at 10 to 15 mph.

Sunshine and clouds mixed. High 
42F. Winds WSW at 5 to 10 mph.

Partly cloudy skies during the 
morning hours will become 
overcast in the afternoon. High 
51F. Winds SW at 5 to 10 mph.

A few clouds from time to time. 
Low near 30F. Winds SSW at 5 to 
10 mph.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

dark

get
d o n’t

l e f t
in the

read public notices
w w w . M o n t a n a P u b l i c N o t i c e s . c o m

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

RUBY VALLEY FEEDS
Jonathan Ashcraft
P. O. Box 301
2269 HWY 41 S.
Twin Bridges, MT 59754
C: 406-596-3475
E: terranovamt@outlook.com

www.rubyvalleyfeeds.com

Owner/Sales/Installation - Rob Blair (406) 539-1440

121 West Main Street, Ennis, MT
Gemcore (waterproof LVT & Hardwood) 

Carpet - Vinyl - Hardwoood
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

MTX RANCH
NO HUNTING

NO TRESPASSING
Ranch Property Adjacent to 

William’s Creek Rd
Brown’s Gulch Rd
Hungry Hollow Rd

and within Linder Gulch
is

PRIVATE PROPERTY 
POSTED & PATROLLED

ARE YOU AN 
ORGANIZATION THAT 

ADOPTS A FAMILY
FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

APPLY ONLINE AT:
TOWNPUMPFOUNDATION.COM

Deadline to apply is December 3, 2019

We 
invite 
you to 
apply
for a

$500
GRANT!

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

We will be closed
NOV 25TH - DEC 4TH

We Will be Open fOr the hOliday 
SeaSOn beginning thurS., dec., 5th

In Order for Our Staff to Enjoy the 
Thanksgiving Holiday with Family 

& Friends

Dinner
Thursday- Saturday 5pm to 9pm

Brunch
Sunday 9am to 2pm

Reservations are Recommended. It’s NOT too early to 
start planning your holiday gathering!

Call Us at 684.5959 for More Information Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755
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The most wonderful time of the year

THE LONELIEST TIME?
By KEELY LARSON
connect@lonepeaklookout.com
connect@madisoniannews.com

Holidays can trigger a variety of emo-
tions, from contentment to stress. 
If already predisposed, the cycle of 

loneliness may feel even more isolating this time 
of year.  

Robin Marantz Henig, in the Science of 
Loneliness from Psychology Today, defined 
loneliness as difficulty controlling emotions, 
making decisions and interacting with others. It 
is a discrepancy between one’s perceived social 
situation and the actual, commonly put as feel-
ing alone in a crowded room. “The opposite of 
loneliness would be feeling connected to others,” 
Hannah McKinney, intern with Women in Ac-
tion (WIA), suggested. 

Humans have been surviving in the company 
of others since the beginning. In fact, organiz-
ing in a collective was a crucial component of 
survival. John Cacioppo, founder and director 
of the Center for Cognitive and Social Neuro-
science at the University of Chicago, spoke to 
this point in a TedX talk in Des Moines, Iowa in 
2013. He linked aversive signals, like hunger and 
thirst, to complementary actions, like eating or 
drinking. 

Cacioppo described loneliness like either 
of these, but instead of reacting to a physical 
threat, the body is responding to a social one. 
The stigmatization of loneliness leads to people 
rejecting the feeling and ignoring the symptoms. 
Beginning here, a cycle of loneliness and nega-
tivity strengthens each element. A study done by 
Cacioppo showed people self-identified as lonely 

responded to negative images more quickly 
when shown a slideshow of pictures.

Negativity was strongly associated with both 
loneliness and neuroticism, in the 2017 study. 
Loneliness was also found to be modestly herita-
ble, without a genome-wide connection and with 
a strong correlation to neuroticism and depres-
sion. Negativity manifests in the form of stress, 
triggering a fight-or-flight response alleviated 
by contact with others. Elevated stress levels 
result in 
aggravated 
sleeping 
patterns, 
to which 
Alzhei-
mer’s 
has been 
linked. 

Given 
how closely related stress, negativity and lone-
liness are, the holiday season exacerbates these 
symptoms. “Being anxious or overwhelmed are 
pretty common things that tend to arise this 
time of year,” Melissa Brummell, director of 
Madison County Public Health Department, 
explained. People are worried about buying extra 
food and presents, entertaining a full house 
and the pressure to be social. “It gets really dark 
outside and that can have 
physiological effects on 
us. For another (reason), 
you might be seeing fam-
ily members or relatives 
you may not get along 
with, or haven’t seen in 
a long time,” McKinney 

said. 
“I feel like one aspect of what makes holidays 

difficult is our expectations. For a lot of folks it’s 
sort of a fairytale you have in your head of what 
a family is supposed to look like at Christmas or 
Hanukkah,” Amanda Beedy Morrison, licensed 
LCPC, LAC and NCC counselor, described. 
A person suffering with loneliness may look 
around and think the people they see have that 
fairytale perfection, and do not understand why 

they are un-
able to attain 
the same 
thing.

Morri-
son takes 
November 
and early 
December 
to strategize 

with her clients. “If you can get yourself into a 
good place before going into the holidays, you 
can be more resilient,” Morrison said. Having 
a plan in place takes much of the stress and 
anxiety out of the holiday season. For example, 
“if our mother-in-law tends to pressure us at 
dinner about when we are having kids and we 
find this stressful, it helps to have some kind of 
game-plan for making a boundary, or having our 

partner run interference so it doesn’t ruin our 
dinner,” Morrison said. McKinney mentioned 
boundary setting as well, as a way to ensure you 
are listening to yourself and to your own needs.

Close-knit communities have many resourc-
es and options for people to use to connect. 
“Connection is sort of at the base of everything. 
I think we’re hardwired to want connection with 
others, and I think one of everyone’s core fears 
is that they’re alone. It sparks everything inside 
of people,” Morrison said, illustrating one of 
Cacioppo’s points. 

Whether community to an individual means 
one person or one dozen, there are ways to get 
help and provide help. “I think a lot of times it is 
just being open and asking that person, ‘How are 
you doing? What can I do to help?’” Brummell 
said. The important distinction is in the latter 
question, asking specifically how to help, not 
leaving it as a yes or no question. 

McKinney encourages people to ask, how do 
I feel loneliness and how do I feel connection? 
“There’s no solution for everyone. I think it’ll 
change for every person, depending on what 
loneliness means to them,” she explained. “Reach 
out to the people you know, your support group,” 
Brummell added. Cacioppo challenges us to lis-
ten to the signals of loneliness the next time they 
arise. Do not ignore the feeling, get connected.

Immediate resources :
psychologytoday.com: find counselors, support groups 
Bozeman Help Center: 406-586-3333
National Suicide Hotline: 1-800-273-8255

Meetings :
AA Meetings: Ennis (406-682-3490, 406-682-7023), 
Sheridan (406-855-5161), Twin Bridges (406-596-3073)
Southwest Chemical Dependency Program: Ennis 
(406-682-7190)
Family Support, Jennifer Johnson: Ennis (406-599-3659)

Volunteer :
Madison Valley Caring and Sharing Food Bank: Ennis 
(406-682-7844) 
Meals on Wheels: Ennis (406-682-4422, 406-682-
3124), Sheridan (406-842-5699)
  *Served 11:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 
in Ennis. Provided through the Senior Center, welcome to 
anyone.
Senior Center: Ennis (406-682-4422, 406-682-3124), 
Twin Bridges (406-684-5226, 406-596-0217), Sheridan 
(406-842-5966) 
  *Provide lunches at low cost, brings neighbors together. 
Food Pantry: Sheridan (406-842-7843)
Participate in a Giving Tree program: Opportunity 
Bank in Sheridan (call 406-842-5044 for more 
information)
Toys for Tots: drop boxes in Twin Bridges and Sheridan 
(call 406-684-5179 for more information)
Join a service organization (Masons, Lions, Woman’s 
Clubs, etc.)

Activity:
Madison Square Athletic Club: Ennis (406-682-4560) 
Meditation class: Sheridan Library (1st and 3rd Monday 
each month, 5:15 p.m., 406-842-5770)
Yoga: offered by Sheridan’s Adult Education program 
(Tuesday and Thursday, 6:30 a.m.); Earthstar-Jen Davies, 
Ennis (406-581-3963); Ruby Valley/Twin Spirits Yoga 
(406-596-0214)
Free workout class: Sheridan School (Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 6 p.m., 406-842 5401)

Meditation groups: Sheridan (first and third Monday 
each month, 5:15 p.m. at Sheridan Library)

Church happenings : 
See our fellowship page on B9

Town happenings :
Christmas Stroll: watch the Madisonian info on your 
local stroll.
Christmas Bazaar: Ennis (Nov. 30), Pony (Nov. 23)
Attend an art class: Ennis- Gallery 287 (406-490-1453)
Adult Education: Ennis/Kayla Way (406-682-4258), 
contact schools in Sheridan (406-842 5401) and Twin 
Bridges (406-684 5613)
Book Club: Ennis Library (406-682-7244), Sheridan 
Library (406-842-5770)
“An Unusual Discovery”: Twin Bridges Library (Dec. 
6, 6 p.m.—programming conversations and creating 
animated characters)

Challenge :
• For five minute each day, think of something you are  
 grateful for.
• Ask a friend to go on a walk or winter outing.
• Bake and deliver a treat to a neighbor who does not  
 receive much company. 
• Host a Winter Solstice party to celebrate the shortest  
 day of the year.
• Call a long-distance family member or friend you   
 have not heard from in awhile. 
• Challenge yourself to incorporate some activity into  
 your day in a productive way: walk to the mail box  
 instead of drive.
• Host a “Friendsgiving!” 

Visit the Virginia City, Ennis and Ruby Valley Chamber of 
Commerce websites for more information on community 
events. Check out the Madisonian’s Outpost for 
continuous community events as well.

Contributions by Ke’lah Savage, Amanda Beedy 
Morrison, Cori Koenig and Keely Larson.

Ways you can help yourself

Various ways loneliness can impact a person physically. PHOTO COURTESY OF WEB 
M.D., from KE’LAH SAVAGE

Bright, cheery and beautiful can also seem cold, empty and alone. PHOTO BY KEELY LARSON

“Connection is sort of at 
the base of everything,” 

Amanda Beedy Morrison, licensed LCPC, LAC and 

NCC counselor said.

Loneliness can feel 
pretty big. Mateo 
Samardich takes a 
break. PHOTO BY 
KEELY LARSON



BE WELL

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
FLU SHOT CLINICS

WHEN:
Weds., October 9th &  
Weds. October 30th

9 A.M. – 5:30 P.M.

WHERE:
Mac’s CHC Pharmacy
317 Madison, Sheridan

(406)842-7434
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

COVERED BY MOST 
INSURANCES or 

Cash $25

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725  TOP 20 CAH WINNER

Your Top Priority deserves one 
of the nation’s Top Hospitals

•  Acute Inpatient Care 
(with Hospitalist Expertise)

• Behavioral Health
• Cancer Care
• Cardiac & Pulmonary Rehab
•  Diagnostic Imaging (CT, MRI, Ultrasound, 

Nuclear Medicine, Mammography, Bone 
Densitometry, Radiography, Fluoroscopy)

• Emergency Services 24/7
• Family Clinic
• Gynecology
• Health Improvement Program
• Home Health & Hospice
• Internal Medicine Clinic
• Laboratory

•  Obstetric & Newborn Care 
(Epidural Service)

•   Pharmacist-run Clinics 
(Coumadin, Heart Failure, Hypertension, 
Asthma, Medication Management)

• Sleep Studies
•  Surgery (General, Orthopedic, Urology, 

Podiatry, Gynecology, Ophthalmology)
•  Transitional Care (skilled restorative 

& rehabilitative care)
•  Therapy (Physical, Occupational,  

Speech & Language Pathology,  
Sports Medicine, Athletic Training)

• Walk-in Clinic

www.barretthospital.org   |   406-683-1188

Genetic testing can help to improve 
identification of hereditary cancer risk for 
breast cancer patients and their families

Submitted by CHRISTIE 
TRAPP

Barrett Hospital & Health-
Care recently announced that 
Mick Lifson, MD FACOG is 
using hereditary breast cancer 
testing with BRCA1 and 
BRCA2 gene screenings to help 
identify increased cancer risk 
in patients and their families. 
Dr. Lifson and Myraid Genet-
ics Inc., a leading molecular 
diagnostic company, invite 

the community to learn more 
about BRCA1 and BRCA2 gene 
screenings at a breast cancer 
symposium held on Dec. 4, 
2019 at Barrett Hospital & 
HealthCare. 

“The BRCA1 and 2 genes 
are the best-known genes 
linked to breast cancer risk,” 
said Mick Lifson MD FACOG, 
Gynecologist Barrett Hospital 
& HealthCare. “Studies confirm 
that BRCA1 and 2 findings 
are often clinically actionable, 

and with early identification 
of the mutated genes, we can 
help identify breast cancer 
risk, make informed healthcare 
decisions and develop plans 
to help manage any increased 
cancer in patients and their 
families.” 

Both men and women can 
inherit and pass down genet-
ic mutations. Knowing your 
personal and family history of 
breast cancer is the first step in 
determining if you and your 

family might be at increased 
risk for cancer. 

Join us Wednesday, Dec. 
4 at 6:30 p.m. in the Board 

Room of Barrett Hospital & 
HealthCare’s hospital lobby to 
hear insights to increase your 
understanding of breast cancer 

risk issues and to learn about 
new developments in BRCA 
1 and 2 gene screenings and 
health care options.

Barrett Hospital & HealthCare and Myraid Genetics 
Inc. discuss at local Breast Cancer Symposium

Ruby Valley Medical Center welcomes new 
CFO Rebecca West

Submitted by DEBRA MCNEILL
 
The Ruby Valley Medical 

Center is pleased to welcome 
Rebecca West as the new 
Chief Financial Officer.  Ms. 
West succeeds Jeanne Gun-
derson who has been the in-
terim Chief Financial Officer.  
As Chief Financial Officer, 
Ms. West is responsible for 
the financial health and 
performance of Ruby Valley 
Medical Center including 
cashflow management, audit-
ing and participating in the 

strategic planning process.
 Ms. West moved to the 

Ruby Valley from Casper, 
Wyoming, where she was the 
Chief Financial Officer for 
the Wyoming Behavioral In-
stitute.  Prior to her employ-
ment at Wyoming Behavioral 
Institute, she was Controller 
and Chief Financial Offi-
cer of the Mountain View 
Regional Hospital & Clinic, 
also in Casper.  Ms. West has 
diligently worked through 
increasingly demanding po-
sitions in healthcare account-

ing.  Her experience includes 
Accounting Manager and 
Senior Accountant at HCA 
Physician Service Group in 
Brentwood, Tennessee and 
Senior Accountant at Par-
allon Business Solutions, a 
healthcare services provid-
er in Franklin, Tennessee.  
Ruby Valley Medical Center’s 
CEO, Landon Dybdal said, 
“We’re very fortunate to have 
Rebecca’s extensive health-
care financial experience and 
encouraging disposition for 
our administrative team.”  

Ms. West also worked for 
the State of Tennessee on the 
Edison Project, executing the 
functional implementation of 
the Peoplesoft Financial gen-
eral ledger system.  She is a 
graduate of Middle Tennessee 
State University in Murfrees-

boro. 
 Although Ms. West 

started life on the east coast 
in Maine, she spent much 
of her adolescence and teen 
years in the west.  After 
graduating from high school 
in Alaska, she lived in Boise, 

Powell, Wyoming, Kalispell 
and Belgrade.  The “West” 
in general, and Montana in 
particular, became a magnet 
for Ms. West after she moved 
to Tennessee for college.  
“After we got married, I told 
my husband that I want to go 
back to the West.  It just took 
us a while!” said West.  After 
working at Glacier Park for a 
summer, she felt that Mon-
tana was the best choice for 
her because it is very similar 
to Alaska but without the 
isolation.

 Ms. West and her hus-
band love animals.  They cur-
rently care for 2 horses, five 
goats and three dogs.  When 
she’s not riding or caring for 
animals, Ms. West enjoys 
gardening and fly fishing.

Ruby Valley Medical Center welcomes Rebecca West as Chief 
Financial Officer. PHOTO COURTESY OF DEBRA MCNEILL

Would 
you 

like to 
advertise 

in our 

“BE 
WELL” 

section? 
Call us at 682-7755 

and we’ll 
help you out!
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Raising kids in an age when 
everything is increasingly con-
nected can be tricky. One in-
credible advantage for families 
are the broad range of online 
devices that make active sched-
ules easier to manage.  For ex-
ample, GPS-connected smart 
watches. They offer peace of 
mind to parents who want to 
keep track of their kids to make 
sure they’re safe. Unfortunate-
ly, some of those same gadgets 
provide a cyber opening for un-
wanted strangers. 

The Better Business Bureau 
Northwest + Pacific warns these 

devices could actually result in a 
greater opportunity for children 
to find themselves in harm’s 
way. Parents purchasing smart 
watches are attracted to features 
such as notifications when their 
kids leave a designated area and 
cameras that show their sur-
roundings. But predators can 
infiltrate these devices and use 
those same capabilities to find 
and interact with kids without 
their parents’ knowledge.

By creating new accounts 
and syncing them with a user’s 
smart watch, hackers can gain 
access to all the sensitive data 

available on that device. Person-
al information targeted by hack-
ers includes the user’s current 
location, location history and 
the phone numbers of contacts.

Once a hacker has made 
their way onto the smart watch, 
they have free reign to send mis-
leading location information to 
parents who monitor the device, 
listen in on conversations or 
communicate with kids directly 
and even use the smart watch’s 
camera function to take the 
child’s picture.

As internet- and GPS-con-
nected devices become more 

common, it is increasingly im-
portant to minimize the risk of 
having their children’s privacy 
compromised. The BBBNW+P 
recommends the following tips 
to protect children:

•  Make sure a privacy poli-
cy is in place. Children’s privacy 
laws require that all GPS-con-
nected gadgets, apps or other 
online devices marketed to kids 
are accompanied by a privacy 
policy. The privacy policy needs 
to clearly state the kinds of data 
being collected and explain how 
that information will be used. If 
you can’t find a privacy policy, 

you may want to find another 
device.

•  Give your approval be-
fore giving away your infor-
mation. Products marketed to 
kids, including smart watches, 
must ask for and receive paren-
tal approval before collecting 
data from their younger users. 
Parents who suspect that their 
kids’ information has been tak-
en without their consent should 
reach out to the Federal Trade 
Commission. 

•  Keep your gadgets as cur-
rent as you can. Knowing when 
smart watches or other online 

devices have been compromised 
is not easy. Downloading the 
most updated software or apps 
associated with those devices 
can help you fix bugs and halt 
privacy issues you or your kids 
may not even know are taking 
place.

Throughout the month of 
October, the BBBNW+P re-
leased cybersecurity tips and 
information to help consumers 
and businesses rethink the way 
they interact with internet-con-
nected devices. Find your own 
cybersecurity toolkit at www.
BBB.org/BBBSecure. 

There they sit right on the shelf.  A brand-new pair of Mucks.  They’d be in my possession, but I lack the 
certain bucks.  

I could go without my Pepsi for a month or maybe two.  But the headache that will pound feels like a 
freight train passin’ through.  

Well, I’ve got my Visa plastic for emergencies and such.  I know they’re kinda spendy.  Do I care that 
they’re too much?

So, I grab my precious cargo.  I’m excited through and through.  The clerk says, “Hundred eighty.”  Darn 
near made me cough my chew. 

But to purchase I can justify.  It’s more than just a treat.  No more sittin’ in the saddle with my cold and 
frozen feet.

I just can’t wait to wear them.  Saddle up and ride ol’ Blue.  But now my stirrups are too small.  What’s a 
broke cowboy to do?

No way to take the boots back, ‘cuz I burned the dang receipt.  My wife will never know the cost.  Is that 
what’s called deceit?

The Co Op might be open.  They have stirrups there to buy.  Their sign says, “Closed.” Whoever said a 
cowboy doesn’t cry?

I’m drivin’ to the shoppin’ mall.  They’ve got a western store.  I’ve heard they’re proud of all their gear.  
The stirrups will cost more.  

I’m riflin’ through the stirrups.  Find a pair that fits my Mucks.  I take em to the counter.  Clerk says, “Two 
hundred twenty bucks.”

This time I cough and choke on down my brand-new plug of chew.  The clerk said, “Sure they’re spendy, 
but they’re made for guys like you.”

 I bought my brand-new stirrups with my plastic, once again.  So does it hurt to use my Visa every now 
and then?

The patrons all behind me are all giving me the stare.  They’re prob’ly thinkin’, “Poor cowboy.”  I hurry 
out of there!

I’m addin’ up my purchases.  Looks like four hundred bucks.  And with the Gov’ner’s share I’m in the 
class of stupid clucks.

I burned the Visa card receipt.  That’s safe from where I stand.  And wonderin’ now if my warm feet are 
worth a half a grand?

Warm Boots Ain’t CheapWarm Boots Ain’t Cheap

columns
This, Our Valley

By Keith Axberg

I’m not a worrier. By that 
I mean, I simply don’t fret 
about things. Life often throws 
curves, but if we keep our 
heads and wits about us, we 
can generally work our way out 
of most predicaments.

The other day I had to drive 
down to Everett to sign some 
paperwork regarding my Dad’s 
estate. I ran up the address on 
my phone’s map app the day 
before, saw exactly where I 
needed to go, and saved it. The 
next day I pulled up the loca-
tion on my cellphone, hit the 
navigate button on the touch-
screen and off we went. The 
trip was supposed to be about 
forty minutes, so we gave our-
selves an hour to get there. 

Why so early? Because I 

grew up in a home where “ear-
ly is on time, on time is late, 
and late is inexcusable.” Now, 
I am not prone to judging peo-
ple, but must confess that peo-
ple who are chronically tardy 
grind my grits. So that’s why 
we left the house with time to 
spare. It’s a good thing, too.

I listened to our cellular 
backseat driver and arrived at 
the appointed place with twen-
ty minutes to spare, only there 
was no there there. The ad-
dress didn’t exist. Horrified, I 
pulled over, did a search for the 
company I was seeking (which 
is nowhere as pleasant as the 
company I had – my wife) and 
it turned out the address I was 
looking for was not “820 street 
name” but “2820 street name.” 

I don’t know how that hap-
pened, but it did, and we still 
had plenty of time to make our 
appointment.

So I reset the Navigator and 
it got us downtown to near 
where we needed to be but, 
once again, there was no there 
there. I pulled over into the 
last remaining parking spot in 
Downtown Everett (a miracle, 
to be honest) and called the 
office I was on the hunt for. I 
told the receptionist where I 
was and she gave me quick and 
simple directions, so we left 
the parked car and walked a 
single block to our destination 
and arrived – ONE minute ear-
ly (so I was ON TIME)!

There’s an old saying that 
if we want to give God a good 

laugh, all we need to do is make 
a plan. I understand. Life, as I 
said, tends to throw us curves. 
But I also know that planning 
ahead saves a lot of grief. I ap-
preciate map and satellite tech-
nology which, up until the oth-
er day, is generally dependable, 
but I also know it is anything 
BUT f lawless. 

I was driving along one day 
in the early days of civilian 
quality GPS, and the device 
kept asking me to return to the 
road I was on. The GPS showed 
me to be about fifty yards off 
the highway, but I could see 
clearly that I was on it AND in 
my proper lane. That same unit 
had me drive around in circles 
in San Francisco as it had no 
idea how to get me from where 

I was to where I was heading. 
So, technology has its place, 
but it can’t replace human 
reasoning (completely). I have 
heard of people driving into 
lakes or rivers simply because 
they preferred to listen to their 
cell phones than to use (and 
believe) their eyes.

One could say they should 
use more common sense, but I 
am convinced common sense is 
a myth – as real as a Sasquatch 
and as rare as a Unicorn. Trust 
me, I’m not pointing fingers 
here. If there is one thing I 
know, it is that I don’t have a 
lot of common sense. That’s 
why I plan ahead!

Planning ahead removes 
the teeth from many of life’s 
worries. Before going on a trip 

I always have the car or truck 
serviced. That doesn’t mean we 
won’t have mechanical prob-
lems, but it reduces the chance 
we’ll have problems. Each day 
is a journey, according to the 
old cliché. It’s true, so I ap-
proach each day taking care 
of what needs to be done so I 
don’t need to worry about it.

Addressing every trouble 
spot as best I can, I’m free to 
enjoy my life and leave the rest 
to God (on time) in this, our 
valley.

Keith Axberg writes on mat-
ters concerning life and faith. 
He can be reached at kfaxberg@
gmail.com. 

Lost with the best of intentions

A WORD FROM THE BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU   

By Hannah Stiff, Montana Marketplace Manager, BBB Northwest & Pacific

GPS watches
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Puzzle answers on B11

Sudoku

su
do

ku
 s

ol
ut

io
n

Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder
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ESTATE SALES

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

ean
Window
Cl      ing

Gary Kinney
Call 702-5372
or Text 596-7003

Chimney & Vent 
Cleaning

HELP WANTED

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755 For Rent, Available November 

1:  professional office space in 
Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. Includes 
common area conference room, 

utilities, and other amenities. 
$285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting  

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Full-Time Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA, benefits 
available) (3) Registered 

Nurse, PRN, (4) Temporary 
Certified Nurse Assistant 
(6-8 weeks, full-time), (5) 
Certified Nurse Assistant, 
Per Diem, (6) Full-Time 

Certified Medical Assistant 
(benefits available).  We have 

a dynamic and supportive 
nursing team.  Join us!  

Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

FREE

Free: spent grains for your 
livestock, you haul. 

Call 600-5302

RUBY VALLEY 
HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION

The Ruby Valley Healthcare 
Foundation is accepting applica-
tions for a part-time experienced 
bookkeeper to assist in managing 

the day-to-day accounting and 
financial requirements. Position 
is for approximately 10 +/-hours 
per month at an hourly rate to 
be determined depending on 
experience.  Skills required 

include advanced knowledge and 
proficiency in Quick Books, Ex-
cel,  Microsoft Office,  a strong 
knowledge of General  Account-

ing Principles and experience 
with data entry, record keeping 
and computer operation.  The 

successful candidate will be re-
quired to obtain an Independent 
Contractor’s License through the 
Montana Department of Labor 

and Industry and secure general 
liability insurance.  Interested in-
dividuals should send a cover let-
ter and resume to:  Ruby Valley 
Healthcare Foundation, P.O. Box 
564, Sheridan, Montana 59749.  
Attn: Bookkeeping Application

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Correct tree and shrub 
pruning and tree removal.

Ennis High School is accepting 
applications for a High School 
Girls Basketball Assistant for 

the upcoming 2019-2020 season.  
Applicants need to submit a 

resume, background check, and a 
district application.  This position 
will close 11/15/19.  Please con-
tact Mr. Hess at Ennis Schools 
with any questions. 682-4258.

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844
Town Pump Match 

funds through November

SERVICES

PUBLIC WORKS 
POSITION OPENING

The Town of Ennis has a full-
time position opening in the 

Public Works Dpt. 
The position includes, but is not 
limited to, work in Water, Sewer, 

Parks and Streets. 
Applications may be picked up at 
Ennis Town Hall during normal 
business hours. Applications and 
resumes may be dropped off at, 

or sent to: Ennis Town Hall/Pub-
lic Works Dpt., 328 W. Main St., 

Ennis, MT. 59729.
Starting wage DOE. Applications 
accepted until position is filled.  
Questions regarding the position 
may be directed to Kelly Elser, 

Director of Public Works, @ 406 
682-4287. EEOC

Blake Leavitt
Mayor, Town of Ennis

The Madisonian in Ennis, 
Mont., is currently seeking a 
Circulation Manager/Office 

Assistant.
The position is responsible for 

delivery of our publications 
and assists with various office 

duties, as directed. He/she 
will ensure proper delivery of 
all of our publications, while 
growing our subscriptions 
and newsstand reach. This 

position also maintains office 
hours as necessary and 

assists his/her team members 
with varying tasks throughout 
the week. He/she is extremely 

dependable.
 The ideal candidate must be 
energetic and self-motivated 

with excellent communication, 
time management and 
problem solving skills. 

Must be computer literate, 
enjoy traveling throughout 

southwest Montana on varying 
road conditions, and be willing 

to assist the team with daily 
operations and the project(s) 
we’re working on at the time. 

Must have a valid driver’s 
license and clean driving 

record. Bending and frequent 
heavy lifting is required. PT /
FT is negotiable for the right 

candidate.
To apply, contact Erin Leonard 
at eleonard@madisoniannews.
com or stop in at 65 N MT HWY 

287 in Ennis.

Madison Laundry and Cleaners 
is in need of a self starting person 
work in the plant doing laundry, 

pressing, and other related duties. 
DAYS! NO nights or weekends! 

Contact John or Marilyn at 
406-682-4933 or STOP IN for an 

application.

Small house for rent in Pony. 
Short or long term. Furnished. 

Loft sleeping. Kitchen and 
shower.

Call 685-3530

FOR RENT:
VC, 2 bed, 1 bath, house. Par-

tially furnished. Pets considered. 
$750.00/mo plus utilities.

406-685-3609

FOR RENT:
4 Bed, 2.5 bath 12 miles south 
of Ennis. Furnished. Available 

until June 1st. $1400.00/mo plus 
utilities.

406-685-3609

If you’re looking for meaningful 
work, this may be the job for 

you! Seniors in the Ennis area 
need your help. 

Call Jon at Home Instead Senior 
Care at 406-922-5060, or visit 
www.homeinstead.com/751.

LOST

Lost.
Hunting backpack, Dana Design. 

Lost at Raynold’s Pass bridge 
area. Black and purple camo 

cover. Please call 406-287-7992
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 more more MARKETPLACE MARKETPLACE

 
    
 
Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Dietary Aide/Cook-Part-time $14.45 to $18.16 hourly; 
 Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $19.79 to $24.74 hourly;  
 Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly; 
 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response; 
 Madison County Sheriff’s Office-Communications Officer, Virginia City-Full-time $17.24 to $21.22 hourly; and 
 Public Health Department Registered Nurse, Virginia City-Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly. 
                                              

 
Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 

Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  
              

(Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (11.13.19) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

Looking for a job?  For a new place to live? 
For a treadmill?
WE CAN HELP! 

Are you wanting to hire locally? 
Are you hoping to unload some firewood? 

WE CAN HELP!

Place  a classifed in 
The Madisonian. 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #235
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 

– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714

Real Estate– Northwest Montana 
– Company owned. Small and 

large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714.

Ad #256
ATTENTION EASTERN 

Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running Bi-Monthly 

routes. Actively seeking Coyotes, 
Heavy Cats, Fox, Deer/Elkhides 

and Antler. Coyote market 
exceptional. (308) 750-0700. 

www.petskafur.net.

Ad #257
November 19th Lewistown, 
MT Annual Bred Cow Sale 

featuring 1000 head including 
three dispersions plus 

consignments from Arntzen, 
Lost Lake, Malek Angus and 
more. (406) 535-3535, www.

lewistownlivestock.com.

Ad #258
DISPERSION SALE: ALL 
OUR BLACK COWS/ bred 
black (approx. 60- 65 head). 
Calving last week of March 

for 60 days. Make offer. (406) 
567-2428.

Ad #244
If you are reading this ad, 
you can see that classified 

advertising works! Reach over 

400,000 readers in Montana 
and beyond to promote your 
product, service, event and 

business. To get results, contact 
this newspaper, or the Montana 
Newspaper Association at (406) 

443-2850 or email stacy@
mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for 

the small investment of $149.

Ad #239
Northwest Community Health 

Center is looking for a motivated 
and team oriented Certified 
Medical Assistant or LPN to 
work full-time.  Job requires 

associates degree or higher from 
an accredited college, university, 

or technical school: 1 year 
recent or relevant experience 
in health care is preferred.  To 
apply submit resume and cover 
letter to: Maria Clemons (406) 

283-6819 maria.clemons@
northwestchc.org

Ad #240
Two Great Northern Town 

Center of Helena office spaces 
are open across the street 

from the Best Western Great 
Northern Hotel, conveniently 
close to other professionals in 
finance, real estate, and law. 

Several terrific dining options 
are located nearby as well. The 

available units include one space 
of approximately 150 sq. ft. 

adjacent to an approximately 100 
sq. ft. space within larger suite of 
occupied offices. Each office has 
its own door and offers a pleasant 
view through exterior windows. 

Monthly rent of $425 includes all 
utilities and condo fees. Contact 
member@mtnewspapers.com or 
mgibson@mtnewspapers.com to 

arrange for a viewing.

Ad #241
German Shepherd puppies, 3 
boys and 3 girls. Parents are 

AKC registered with excellent 
temperaments. Also, one house 
trained 8 month old male. Call 

(406) 973-2250.

ATTENTION EASTERN 
Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running Bi-Monthly 

routes. Actively seeking Coyotes, 
Heavy Cats, Fox, Deer/Elkhides 

and Antler. Coyote market 
exceptional. (308) 750-0700. 

www.petskafur.net.

Ad #253
In Glendive. German Shephard 

puppies. Parents AKC registered 
with excellent temperaments. 

$800 each. Will deliver to 
Billings for half deposit. For 

more info call (406) 973-2250.

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

Your partner in community.  
682-7755
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
NOVEMBER 14, 2019

NOTICE OF HEARING ON NAME 
CHANGE
Montana Fifth Judicial District Court, Madison 
County. In the matter of of the Name Change 
of POVILAS JURENAS, Petitioner Cause No. 
DV-29-2019-63 This is notice that Petitioner 
has asked the District Court for a change of 
name from POVILAS SARUNAS JURENAS 
to PAUL SARUNAS JURENAS. The hearing 
will be on NOVEMBER 15 at 11:30 a.m. The 
hearing will be at the courthouse in Madison 
County. Date: OCTOBER 7, 2019 /s/ Karen 
J. Miller Clerk of District Court
(Pub. Oct. 24, 31, Nov. 7, 14, 2019) 
Jurenas 
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE
Probate No. DP- 29-2019-25
OF
ALLEN G. POCHELON, 

(Deceased.) 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed personal 
representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must either be mailed 
to John Warren, Attorney at Law, PO Box 28, 
Dillon, Montana 59725, or filed with the Clerk 
of the above-entitled Court. I declare under 
penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true 
and correct. 
DATED October 18, 2019. 
/s/Mary McDonald 
Personal Representative 
Personal Representative’s Attorney 
John Warren 
P. O. Box 28 Dillon, Montana 59725
(Pub. Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 2019) 
JOHN WARREN 
MNAXLP

PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO 
PROTEST ISSUANCE OF ONE NEW 
MONTANA ALL-ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES LICENSE
VILLAGE SPIRITS 2 LLC (, Owner(s)) has 
applied for one new Montana All-Alcoholic 
Beverages License No. 25-999-4533-009 
to be operated at VILLAGE SPIRITS 2 
LLC, 16 Warrens Way, Big Sky, Madison 
County. The public may protest this license 
transfer in accordance with the law. Who 
can protest this transfer? Protests will be 
accepted from residents of the county of the 
proposed location Madison County, residents 
of adjoining Montana counties, and residents 
of adjoining counties in another state if the 
criteria in 16-4-207(4)(d), Montana Code 
Annotated (MCA), are met. What information 
must be included? Protest letters must be 
legible and contain (1) the protestor’s full 
name, mailing address, and street address; 
(2) the license number 25-999-4533-009 
and the applicant’s name VILLAGE SPIRITS 
2 LLC; (3) an indication that the letter is 
intended as a protest; (4) a description 
of the grounds for protesting; and (5) the 
protestor’s signature. A letter with multiple 
signatures will be considered one protest 
letter. What are valid protest grounds? The 
protest may be based on the applicant’s 
qualifications listed in 16-4-401, MCA, or 
the grounds for denial of an application in 
16-4-405, MCA. Examples of valid protest 
grounds include: (1) the applicant is unlikely 
to operate the establishment in compliance 
with the law; (2) the proposed location cannot 
be properly policed by local authorities; and 
(3) the welfare of the people in the vicinity 
of the proposed location will be adversely 
and seriously affected. How are protests 
submitted? Protests must be postmarked to 
the Department of Revenue, Office of Dispute 
Resolution, P.O. Box 5805, Helena, Montana 
59604-5805 on or before December 1, 2019. 
What happens if the transfer is protested? 
Depending on the number of protests and 
the protest grounds, a public hearing will be 
held in Helena or Big Sky. All valid protestors 
will be notified of the hearing’s time, date and 
location. Hearings typically are scheduled 
within 90 days. A protester’s hearing 
testimony is limited to the grounds in the 
protester’s letter. Following the hearing, the 
Department of Revenue will notify the public 
whether the license transfer is approved or 
denied. How can additional information be 
obtained? The cited MCA statutes are online 
at leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/. Questions may 
be directed to Jamie Williams, Compliance 
Specialist for the Department of Revenue’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Division, at 444-
0712 or jwilliams@mt.gov.
(Pub. Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2019) 
DEPT OF REV.
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
AND FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT/RECORD 
OF DECISION
Improvements to Ennis Big Sky Airport 
(EKS) Madison County, Montana Interested 
parties are hereby notified that Madison 
County, Montana and the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) have prepared an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and the 
FAA has prepared a Finding of No Significant 
Impact/Record of Decision (FONSI/ROD) 
for improvements at the Ennis Big Sky 
Airport (Airport Location ID EKS). The 
airport is located in the Madison Valley of 
southwestern Montana approximately seven 
miles south-southeast of the Town of Ennis 
and is owned and operated by Madison 
County (Airport Sponsor). Madison County’s 
purpose for pursuing improvements at EKS 
is to safely and efficiently accommodate 
the critical aircraft (or grouping of aircraft 
with similar characteristics) currently using 
and forecast to use EKS. To accomplish 
this, improvements and modifications 
must be made to facilities at the Airport in 
accordance with the FAA’s recommended 
design standards and guidance to address 
a change in the critical aircraft using the 
facility. The actions described below are 
collectively referred to as the Proposed 
Action. The proposed improvements would 
modify the existing airport configuration to 
provide a 100-foot-wide by 7,600-foot-long 
paved runway constructed to C-II-5000 

standards and a 35-foot-wide full-length 
parallel taxiway. The airport improvements 
associated with the Proposed Action include: 
acquisition of land for airport purposes; 
perimeter fencing; construction of a 999-foot-
long northerly extension to the existing 
runway along with associated widening and 
reconstruction work on the existing runway; 
rehabilitation of the existing partial parallel 
taxiway and an extension to provide a full-
length parallel taxiway; additional runway 
and taxiway lighting; removal of several 
airport buildings; reconstruction of the South 
Apron; taxilane improvements; relocation 
of navigational aids and weather reporting 
equipment; relocation of the self-service fuel 
dispensing unit; removal of 14 CFR Part 77 
airspace obstructions; and amending the 
existing instrument approach and departure 
procedures. The EA has been prepared in 
accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council of 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) guidelines. The 
purpose of the EA is to assess the effects 
on the human and natural environment 
associated with the Proposed Action. The EA 
evaluated two alternatives—the No Action 
Alternative and the Proposed Action which 
would improve facilities at the airport. The 
FONSI/ROD is the FAA’s finding that the 
Proposed Action will not have a significant 
effect on the human and natural environment 
associated with the proposed improvements. 
The FONSI/ROD and Final EA are available 
for public review at the following locations 
during regular business hours: 1. Madison 
County Commissioner’s Office 103 W 
Wallace St Virginia City, MT, 59755 2. 
Madison Valley Public Library 210 E Main 
Ennis MT 59729 3. Ennis Big Sky Airport 
(Choice Aviation) 35 Runway Road Ennis, 
MT 59729 The FONSI/ROD and Final EA 
can also be reviewed at: http://www.rpa-hln.
com/ennis-airport-final-ea.html Additionally, 
a link for viewing the FONSI/ROD and Final 
EA is provided on the “ Public/Legal Notices” 
webpage of Madison County’s website. 
This FONSI/ROD constitutes a final order 
of the FAA Administrator and is subject to 
the exclusive judicial review under 49 USC 
§ 46110 by the US Circuit Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia or the US Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the circuit in which the 
person contesting the decision resides or 
has its principal place of business. Any party 
having substantial interest in this order may 
apply for review of the decision by filing a 
petition for review in the appropriate US 
Court of Appeals no later than 60 days after 
the order is issued in accordance with the 
provisions of 49 USC § 46110. Any party 
seeking to stay implementation of the ROD 
must file an application with the FAA prior 
to seeking judicial relief as provided in Rule 
18(a) of the Federal Rules of Appellate 
Procedure.
(Pub. Nov. 7, 14, 2019) 
MC Commissioners
MNAXLP

MADISON COUNTY PLANNING 
BOARD NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
The Madison County Planning Board 
will conduct a public hearing on Monday, 
November 25, 2019 at 6:15 pm in the Public 
Meeting Room of the Madison County 
Administrative Office Building, 103 W 
Wallace, Virginia City, Montana. The Board 
will consider the agenda item and make a 
recommendation to the Board of County 
Commissioners who will take final action. 
A request for Preliminary Plat approval 
has been submitted by C&H Engineering 
and Surveying Inc. on behalf of Adrienne 
Kirby for Preliminary Plat approval of Kirby 
Minor Subdivision. Located in the Big Sky 
vicinity, the proposal is to divide a single 
3.39-acre lot (Lot 1) from the 7.28-acre 
parent tract which is currently developed 
with a single family residence. Accessed 
from private Summit View Drive, Lot 1 is 
proposed to be developed with a single 
family residence to be served by a new 
individual well and a new onsite wastewater 
treatment system. The application includes 
a ‘Variance’ request to the design standards 
outlined in Section IV-A-9.c of the Madison 
County Subdivision Regulations, to allow 
the subdivision to be accessed via a private 
road within a gated community. The subject 
property is legally described as Lot 11A of 
the Amended Plat of Lots 10 and 11 Summit 

View Subdivision Phase II in the west half 
of Section 20, Township 6 South, Range 3 
East, P.M.M., Madison County, Montana. 
Comments are encouraged to be submitted 
and should be received by 3:00 p.m. on 
November 25, 2019, and may be sent to 
the Madison County Planning Board by: 
Mail to P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, Montana, 
59755; Fax to (406) 843-5229; or E-mail 
to planning@madisoncountymt.gov. Oral 
or written comments may also be given 
at the public hearing. The preliminary plat 
and supplemental information pertaining to 
this proposed subdivision is available for 
review 15 days prior to the public hearing 
at: • Madison County Planning Office, 103 
W. Wallace, Virginia City; • Madison Valley 
Library, 210 West Main Street, Ennis; • 
Big Sky Fire Department, Station 1, 650 
Rainbow Trout Run, Big Sky Call (406) 843-
5250 for more information. Darlene Tussing, 
President, Madison County Planning Board
(Pub. Nov. 7, 14, 2019) 
Madison County Planning Board 
MNAXLP

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE ZONE 
CHANGE REQUEST
On November 14, 2019, 6:45 p.m., at Ennis 
Town Hall the Zoning Board of Adjustment will 
review, take comments and make a decision 
on a Zone Change Request application 
submitted by J&SH Property Management, 
LLC. The property for the request is described 
as: Love Addition of Town of Ennis, S33 T05 
SRO1W Block 6, Lots 1 & 2. The request 
is to change the zoning from Highway 
Commercial to Residential Town Density. 
Information and a copy of the Zone Change 
Request application may be viewed at Ennis 
Town Hall, 328 W. Main Street, during normal 
business hours. Public Comment may be 
given at the meeting or in writing and sent 
to Town of Ennis, 328 W. Main Street, Ennis, 
MT. 58729 or faxed to 406 682-5011. Written 
comments must be received no later than 
3:00 p.m. on November 14, 2019.
(Pub. Nov. 7, 14, 2019) 
Town of Ennis
MNAXLP

LEGAL NOTICE
Apex Abrasives Inc. (Apex) has requested 
partial bond release on two acres of regraded 
tailings at the Glen Tungsten Mill-Tailings 
Project near Glen, MT. Apex reprocesses mill 
tailings at the site for garnet sand and other 
abrasive products under Operating Permit 
No. 00168. The mill tailings are located in 
Sections 4 and 5, Township 4 South, Range 
9 West, approximately 2 miles north of Glen 
in Beaverhead County. The Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) currently holds 
bond in the amount of $43,138. DEQ has 
inspected the site and believes partial bond 
release for the regraded tailings is warranted. 
DEQ is proposing a partial bond release in 
the amount of $2,858 Pursuant to Section 
82-4-338(5), MCA, DEQ may not release 
or decrease a bond until the public has 
been provided an opportunity for a hearing 
and a hearing has been held as requested. 
Requests for a hearing, comments on the 
proposed bond release, or requests for 
additional information should be sent to 
the address set forth below. Requests for a 
hearing and comments must be received by 
December 20, 2019. Herb Rolfes Operating 
Permit Section Supervisor Hard Rock Mining 
Bureau Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 200901 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
(406) 444-3841or e-mail at hrolfes@mt.gov
(Pub. Nov. 14, 2019) 
DEQ 
MNAXLP

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Request for Bids: The Madison Valley Rural 
Fire District Board of Trustees is accepting 
sealed bids, until 5:00 p.m. December 
10, 2019, for the following item: 1. 1985 
Emergency One Hurricane 55’ Telesqurt 
Quint with 35,038 miles, Detroit Diesel 
motor, Allison automatic transmission, 1,250 
GPM Hale Pump, 400 gallon aluminum tank. 
Minimum acceptable bid for the truck is 
$500.00. The truck is being sold on an “as-
is, where-is, non-compliant, non-certified” 
basis. All emergency equipment has been 
removed. The truck may be viewed at the 
Madison Valley Rural Fire Department 
Station 1 located at 5037 US Hwy. 287, 
Ennis, MT. Written bids must be submitted by 
5:00 p.m. on December 10, 2019 to: Madison 
Valley Rural Fire District Board of Trustees 
P.O. Box 849 Ennis, MT. 59729 Bids must be 
sealed and clearly marked “1985 Emergency 
One Fire Truck BID” on the sealed envelope. 
Bids will be publicly opened at Madison Valley 
Rural Fire Department Station 1 at 7:05 p.m. 
on December 10, 2019, read and recorded. 
Successful bidder will be announced at 
the regular meeting of the Madison Valley 
Rural Fire District on December 10, 2019. 
Successful bidder will be given a maximum 
of 30 days from December 10, 2019 to 
remove the truck from the property.
(Pub. Nov. 14, 21, 28, 2019) 
MVRFD
MNAXLP

ASK FOR
ACCESS

TO HUNT 
& FISH ON 
PRIVATE
LAND

a friendly reminder from#ASK4ACCESS

FWP.MT.GOV

Just wanted to tell you that I got an overwhelming 
"yes" from my State Council counterparts on the 
advertising we talked about yesterday.  We are 
going to go with the 2 weeks of $1,250 and then 
hopefully get a few larger ads in the 7 papers we 
talked about on Veterans Day.  

Anyway, I've attached the logos that we need in the 
ad.  I think the Innovation Grant Winner logo 
includes the SHRM Foundation logo so we 
probably don't need both, I realize we are limited 
on space.  

Montana SHRM State Council was the recipient of 
the SHRM Foundation Innovation Grant.  $10,000 
to promote the SHRM Foundation's Veterans At 
Work Certificate Program across the State of 
Montana.  The program was developed to help 
employers, business owners, and front-line 
supervisors implement best practices for attracting, 
hiring and retaining veterans.  The program is 
completely FREE to all participants.  It is the goal 
of the Montana SHRM State Council to get 1,000 
certified individuals in the State!  

Some Details:  
Veterans at Work

Certicate Program

Veterans hiring is

not only a good idea,

it's good business!
The Montana SHRM 
State Council thanks our 
Veterans, Guard and 
Reserve for their service.  

For more 
information 
contact:

The Montana Society for Human Resource 
Management State Council supports veterans hiring.

The Veterans at Work Certificate Program is a free way to help 
employers, business owners and supervisors implement best

practices for attracting, hiring and retaining veterans.
Help us reach our goal of 1,000 Veterans at Work

certificates in Montana. 
Contact us for a FREE presentation on the program!

Ronda Wakefield, SHRM-SCP, SPHR
Montana SHRM State Council
ronda@nwmthrsolutionsllc.com
406-250-1120 — montana.shrm.org

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755
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Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery
Part 22:  The Good River Encounter

“The head chief the Black Buffaloe, Seized hold of the cable of the pearogue and Set down. Capt. Clark Spoke to all the party to 
Stand to their arms   Capt. Lewis who was on board ordered every man to his arms.    the large Swivel loaded immediately with 

16 Musquet Ball in it    the 2 other Swivels loaded well with Buck Shot, Each of them manned. Capt. Clark used moderation with 
them told them that we must and would go on and would go.    that we were not Squaws, but warriers.    the chief Sayed he had 

warriers too and if we were to go on they would follow us and kill and take the whole of us by degrees or that he had another party 
or lodge above this and that they were able to destroy us.”

—Sargent John Ordway, September 25, 1804

Column and photos by 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

The Missouri River bisects 
South Dakota as it flows south 
across the state. Known to 
South Dakotans as East River 
and West River, the wetter, 
more fertile eastern part of 
the state supports extensive 
croplands, while the larger 
western part features open 
prairie dominated by ranching 
and dryland farming. The two 
unequal halves are connect-
ed by six bridges with three 
additional roads crossing over 
dams. From our perspective, 
progressing from Lake Oahe to 
Lake Sharpe, the Missouri isn’t 
so much a river, but a Great 
Moat ruled by tempestuous 
winds. 

Pierre, the quaint small-
town capitol with a population 
of 14,000, sits on the east side 
a few miles downstream from 
Oahe Dam, near the geograph-
ical center of the state. This 
central location helped bring 
voters to the polls to out-com-
pete larger towns for the capitol 
designation when South Dako-
ta joined the Union in 1889.

River Cities Public Transit 
shuttled us from our campsite 
into town for a nominal fee 
on a pre-scheduled pick up. 
We enjoyed visiting the State 
Historical Society Museum, 

touring the town, and shopping 
for books and groceries. 

Mulberry trees in town 
and a sycamore tree at the 
campground, plus unfamiliar 
new bird calls, were all wel-
come signs that we are indeed 
migrating southward, albeit at a 
turtle’s pace.

John solo paddled ahead 
in the morning, while Scott, 
Chris, and I paddled six miles 
to Fischers Lilly Park at the 
Missouri’s confluence with the 
Bad River in Fort Pierre, on 
the west side of the Missouri. 
This was the site of Lewis and 
Clark’s “Bad River Encounter” 
with the Teton Sioux or Lakota 
that nearly brought an early 
end to the Corps of Discovery. 
Clark and the chiefs managed 
to defuse the bad situation 
without violence. The standoff, 
however, was not the source 
of the name “Bad River.” The 
Lakota previously named the 
river after a flash flood wiped 
out an Indian village.

For us it was the Good 
River Encounter because we 
met Caleb Gilkerson, captain 
of The Sunset, a diesel- pow-
ered sternwheeler and the only 
authentic paddlewheel boat 
still operating on the Missouri 
River. Caleb was prepping the 
boat for an evening float, but 
invited us aboard for a tour and 
sodas. 

Originally named The Spirit 
of Cincinnati, the boat was 
built in 1964 and in terrible 
shape when Caleb bought it in 
2016. Piloting the vessel down 
the Ohio and up the Mississip-
pi and Missouri rivers turned 
into a six-month ordeal of end-
less repairs. Sometimes the ship 
drifted miles backwards when 
the engines failed and they 

couldn’t stop the boat. Finally 
reaching Gavins Point Dam, he 
had to cut the top off the boat 
to portage it the remaining dis-
tance via highway to Pierre and 
Lake Sharpe. With a great deal 
of TLC, Caleb refurbished the 
boat, renamed it The Sunset, 
and now plies Lake Sharpe with 
guests and parties.

With yet another storm 

brewing, we took time to lash 
the canoes back together and 
fired up the outboard motor to 
tackle Lake Sharpe. Thanks to 
the river current flowing into 
the lake, we blew out of town 
at 7 mph, which feels aston-
ishingly fast compared to our 
normal speed of 4.5 mph. We 
caught up with John ten miles 
later and clipped him on be-

hind the Contraption, then did 
seven additional miles to camp, 
twenty-three miles for the day. 
We set up our tents just ahead 
of the first drops of rain.

Despite the motorized ad-
vantage, our lives are dictated 
by the wind. We advanced only 
six miles the next day, thwarted 
by monster waves that loomed 
over our little ship.  It rained 

We toured The Sunset, the only functional paddlewheel boat still operating on the Missouri.

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9

5th Annual 5th Annual 
FILL THE PANTRY FILL THE PANTRY 

FOOD DRIVEFOOD DRIVE

SPAGHETTI 
80¢PANCAKE MIX

$1.50

VEGETABLE OIL 
$2.25

GREEN BEANS, WHOLE 
KERNEL CORN, PEAS 45¢ APPLESAUCE

80¢

SLICED PEARS, SLICED 
PEACHES 80¢

VEGETABLE BEEF, CHICKEN NOODLE 
AND TOMATO SOUP 50¢

SALTINE CRACKERS
$1.00

 GRAHAM CRACKERS  
$1.50

CEREAL $2.50 CRANBERRY 
JUICE $1.90

CHEWY GRANOLA 
BARS $2.00

SLICED 
MUSHROOMS 50¢

 LARGE OLIVES
80¢

CREAM OF CHICKEN AND 
MUSHROOM 90¢ MAC & CHEESE

35¢
MAYONNAISE

$2.50
5 LB FLOUR

$1.90
4 LB SUGAR

$2.00

PINEAPPLE
CRUSHED, SLICED 
AND CHUNK 80¢

CHILI
85¢

SILENT AUCTION!  DOOR PRIZES!  

NOV. 6 - 10NOV. 6 - 10

GLOCK 
10 MM 

4TH GEN

RAFFLE!!!RAFFLE!!!
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Man must attach himself  to an 

infinite reality, so that his glory, his 
joy, and his

progress may be infinite.
Only the spirit is real; everything 

else is as shadow.
All bodies are disintegrated in the 

end; only reality subsists.
All physical perfections come to 
an end; but the divine virtues are 

infinite.
www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 

Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 

2 p.m., Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if 

you plan to dine in.

Thursday November 14 – Corned beef & cabbage, 
potatoes, dessert  - “Red Hat Ladies”
Friday, November 15 – Patty melt, sweet potato fries, 
veggie sticks, dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.
Monday, November 18 – Turkey bacon club, chips, 
pickle, dessert - Mahjong @ 1 p.m.
Tuesday November 19 – Pot roast, mashers, veggies, 
dessert - Pan at 12:45 p.m.
Wednesday November 20 – Breakfast casserole, fruit, 
toast, dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Thursday, November 21 – Baked chicken, veggies, 
twice baked mashers, dessert - “Happy Birthday”
Friday, November 22 – Cheese steak, onion rings, fruit, 
dessert - Pinochle, at 12:30 p.m.

SHERIDAN SENIOR CENTER
The Sheridan Senior Center is closed and meal service 

has commenced at the new facility. 
201 Crofoot Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical 

Clinic). M-F at noon for meals, $4.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 

for more information.

MEALS ON WHEELS, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to 
eat at the Senior Center, family style for $4 or have their 
meals delivered for $4.50. Delivered meals are within the 
city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 10 a.m. 

Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

Thursday,  November 14 - Mac n’ cheese, ham, veggie and 
dessert
Tuesday, November 19 - Fish and chips, dessert

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. 
Fresh home baked bread served with each meal

Activities:
Monday is Bingo with Gayle

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - Each 

last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, November 13 - Baked mushroom chicken, rice 
pilaf, veggie, green salad, citrus cornmeal cake
Friday, November 15 - Mediterranean pot roast dinner, 
spinach salad, baklava
Monday, November 18 - Chicken noodle soup, crackers, 
veggie wrap, chocolate brownie

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

two inches overnight. Chris was flooded out of his tent 
within minutes and moved into mine. We took a layover 
day while the storm blew itself out. 

Hanging out provided a good opportunity for some 
botanizing. Extensive windbreaks planted as “State Game 
Production Areas” help replace forest habitat drowned un-
der the artificial lake, here featuring ash trees, chokecher-
ries, wild plums, burr oak, junipers, honey locust and lilacs. 
We were delighted to see thousands of monarch butterflies, 
apparently starting their great migration back to Mexico. 

We continued our own migration when the weather 
finally broke, taking two days to navigate around the Big 
Bend of the Missouri, where the river takes a 25-mile loop 
before nearly coming back upon itself. 

Monarch butterflies passed overhead in ones and twos. 
It’s hard to believe any creature so small and delicate could 
migrate so far, yet they were moving far faster than we 
were. 

In another good river encounter, Mike and Terri Mehl-
haff and son Johnny of Pierre very kindly drove the canoe 
trailer from Oahe Dam to Good Soldier Creek Recreation 
Area to help us portage around Big Bend Dam, one more 
major hurdle out of the way!

Thomas J. Elpel lives in Pony, Montana. He is the author 
of Green Prosperity: Quit Your Job, Live Your Dreams. Go to 
www.Elpel.info to learn more about Tom’s books, the Missou-
ri River Corps of Rediscovery, and the expedition fundraiser 
for the Jefferson River Canoe Trail.

The Sunset is a sternwheeler with two diesel-powered paddle wheels on the back of the boat.

Laurin

at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s

Bone knife and sheath at the 
South Dakota State Historical 

Society Museum.
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N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 11/15

SAT 11/16

SUN 11/17

DAN HENRY
BLUES/REGGAE/FOLK
 ARAN BUZZAS
ACOUSTIC AMERICANA

CHRISTY HAYS
DESERT COUNTRY

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
judy (judy garland) (PG-13)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
The Current War: Director’s Cut (PG13) and Playing With Fire (PG)

PHOTO BY JUSTA ADAMS

MONDAYS 

2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

11 a.m.
Second Tuesday of Every 
Month, Cardiac Support 
Group
Heart to Heart meets at the 
Ennis Public Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is 
a training session. Call Gale 
at 406.842.5600 or Karen at 
406.842.7164

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - 
Two Tables
At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 599-
3659.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. Jeanne, 
682-3299 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 
Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 
Madison County Library 
community room. 

10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library, 682-7244

11 a.m.
Baby Bistro, 
Ennis
First and third Wednesday 
of the month at the Madison 
Valley Public Library

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, 
Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library.  
682-7244

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SUNDAY

2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room
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If you would like to post an event 
on our events website, 

go to: OUTPOSTEVENTS.NET

Sustaining Working Lands Amidst Large Carnivores

Hosted by Western Landowners Alliance (WLA), Ruby Valley Strategic 
Alliance (RVSA), Madison Valley Ranchlands Group (MVRG), and Greater 

Yellowstone Coalition (GYC).
FRIDAY, NOV. 15, 2019

9 AM - 4 PM  ·  FIREHALL IN ALDER, MT 
LUNCH PROVIDED  ·  $35 PER PERSON

RSVP (registration capped after 100 person max capacity is reached)
If you have questions or to receive an agenda please email cole@

westernlandowners.org

Madison Conservation 
District Meeting

Monday, 
November 18

7 pm
Madison Valley Public Library

Call 682-7289

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
5:30 p.m. 

Sheridan Legion Post Open House and Veteran’s 
Symposium

Several veteran members will be on hand to discuss their 
service history and experiences while in service to their 

country.  Light snacks will be provided at the Legion Post 
89 in Sheridan.

9 a.m.
Coffee TALK: Water Rights with 
guest speaker Lori Harshbarger

Join us on the 2nd Wednesday of every month 
for coffee and conversation as we discuss issues 
that affect the real estate industry. This month we 

have a guest speaker, Lori Harshbarger, who will be providing 
insightful information on Water Rights. 

Call 682-5337 to sign up.  Located at FATCO.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Noon

Brown Bag Lunch with Mike Dennison: Inside MT 
Politics

The Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives will continue its 
Brown Bag Lunch series with a presentation by journalist 

Mike Dennison.

1 p.m.
Madison Valley Book Club

The Madison Valley Book Club will meet at the Madison 
Valley Public Library. The Alice Network by Kate Quinn will 

be discussed. Barbara Hoag will lead the discussion.
Any interested readers are welcome to attend.

3 p.m.
David Smith at Ennis Senior Center

A native of Jeffers on a history of Jeffers in the 1950s.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
9 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Sustaining Working Lands Amidst Large Carnivores
Alder Fire Hall
See ad below.

5 p.m. 
Virginia City Elks Lodge Fall Feed and Music

Please come and support the Elks. We are trying to raise 
money to stay open.

Tickets on sale from an Elks member.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
11 a.m.

Madison County Democrats Meeting
Meeting in the Thompson-Hickman Library in Virginia City. 

2 p.m.
Meet Whitney Williams, Candidate for Governor

Come to the Virginia City Library to learn about her 
background and ideas, and to ask questions of her as well.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17
Noon – 4 p.m.

Stain Glass Mosaic Class, Ennis
At Artists on Main, Sunny Jaye will teach the class. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18
4 p.m.

Ennis School Board Strategic Planning Meeting
Review goals and action plans for the school district’s 

strategic plan at Ennis High School.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Noon

Mad Gals Monthly Luncheon
At Famous Dave’s BBQ in Bozeman. RSVP by Monday Nov. 

18 and bring a friend!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Pony Holiday Bazar
DC club lunch served at the Hollowtop Senior Citizen 

Building. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Noon

Ruby Valley FFA Alumni Auction
Free lunch followed by a live and silent auction of over 100 
items ranging from Christmas toys and gift certificates to 

farm & ranch supplies and hay at the Sheridan Elementary 
School.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
6:30 p.m.

Mental Health Support Group
At the Madison Valley Medical Center.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 AND 14
5:30 P.M.

Splendid Feast
A gathering of hearty souls, culinary delights, and holiday 

cheer in a most spectacular setting at the Elling House Arts 
& Humanities Center in Virginia City. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23
Noon

Ruby Valley Giving Tree
Servicing Virginia City, Alder and Sheridan. Providing 

Christmas gifts for anyone in need. .  Last day to 
submit names is December 2nd.  Tags will be on tree at 
Opportunity Bank in Sheridan as requests are received.
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