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THE NEW NORMAL
In a COVID-19 coronavirus world

By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

CLOSING UP SHOP IN A 
SMALL TOWN

Urban and rural, fortune 
500 companies and mom-
and-pop shops – COVID-19 is 
affecting every business in the 
world.

Madison County business 
owners are having to make 
decisions based on conditions 
that change every day. Those 
unable to adjust with the 
uncertainty are closing their 
doors. Some are considering 
bankruptcy. 

Ann Goldthwait closes on 
her shop in Sheridan, Kindred 
Spirts, March 31. She planned 
a gambling sale to liquidate the 
merchandise that still climbed 
the shop’s walls and covered 
shelves. The sale abruptly 
ended March 11. Goldthwait 
does not have an online store, 

like many of Madison County’s 
gift shops. 

“I didn’t feel like I should 
be open,” Goldthwait said. 
“I didn’t want to encourage 
others to shop during this.”

SHOPS IN A SMALL 
TOWN 

Tammy Haas, owner of 
My Home in Montana, is 
comfortable keeping her doors 
open for now because of the 
low volume of customers.

“I’m trying to stay open to 
have some normality in my 
life,” Haas said. 

Her store on Ennis’ Main 
Street is stocked for the 
summer traffic that is needed 
to keep her business open. 
Haas said about $5,000 in 
orders from her store have 
been canceled. An emergency 
loan from the Small Business 
Association is not an appealing 

option for Haas. Seven years of 
business finally started to pay 
off, and Haas would rather not 
repeat the debt cycle.

“If this goes into July-
August, I’m dead,” Haas said.

Another Ennis Main Street 
store, Benjies, locked its doors 
March 19. Owners Jim and 
Benjie Engebreston are at 
a high risk of developing a 
severe case of the COVID-19 
coronavirus. 

“I’d rather live than sell a 
pair of earrings,” Benjie said.

The couple had different 
initial reactions to the early 
stages of the virus spreading 
in the United States. Like 
many, Benjie could not 
imagine the level of disruption 
the coronavirus is causing. 
They were cooperative 
with social distancing and 
other precautions, but some 
customers were not. 

“Benjies is not essential,” 
Benjie said. “The world can get 

Tori Williams works Willie’s Distillery window bottle service in Ennis March 23. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

EXEMPLARY FIRST CASE
COVID-19 confirmed in Madison County

By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Montana had five new 
cases of the COVID-19 
coronavirus on March 20, 
including the first case in 
Madison County.

The Madison County 
resident, a woman in her 50s, 
was not hospitalized. She and 
her family have been isolated. 
According to the Madison 
County Public Health 
Department, the woman took 
the proper steps in seeking 
medical attention. 

“She stayed home the first 
day she was sick,” Madison 
County Public Health 
Department Director Melissa 
Brummel said. “This person 

did what they were supposed 
to do, as everyone should and 
that is, when we’re sick, stay 
home.”

The Madison County 
resident limited her exposure, 
making it easier and quicker 
for MCPHD to track down 
individuals who will need to 
quarantine themselves. 

Confirmed COVID-19 
coronavirus cases in Montana 
have since more than doubled 
to 47 cases. Gallatin County 
has the most confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in the state with 
16 individuals. The rise in 
cases in the state is partially 
due to more available testing. 
The Madison County Public 
Health Department has had 16 
tests confirmed negative for 

the novel virus.  
According to Gov. 

Steve Bullock, none of 
Montana’s cases have needed 
hospitalization. The governor 
will be allocating a shipment 
of supplies, such as masks and 
swabs, in the upcoming days. 
It is unclear which hospitals 
will receive supplies. 

Healthcare providers are 
monitoring isolated patients 
with daily calls for condition 
updates. 

New monitoring 
technology that would 
enhance hospitals ability to 
monitor isolated patients 
may be in the future for 
Montanans.

“Continue social 
distancing,” Brummel said.

As we watch our fellow 
business owners scrambling to 
understand their fast-changing 
realities and awaiting their 
slowly unveiled options, we 
empathize. We’re feeling it, too. 

The harsh irony is that the 
hit to our business community, 
readers and advertisers is 
coming at a time when our 
community desperately 
needs the succinct, consistent 
information we produce. 

We have absolutely no idea 
how this works out for us – 
and, frankly, we’re choosing 
to ignore that for just a titch. 
What we do know is that we do 
information and connection 
and neither of those have ever 
been more relevant.

We believe God knew 
what he was doing when he 
assembled this particular 
team at this particular time. 
We’ve had some amazing 
team members, but never such 
universal talent, dedication, 
intelligence and compassion. 
They are incredibly good 
people. They believe in and live 
out our company’s vision –  to 
help people feel connected and 

find belonging  – and all agree 
we will get through this by 
helping others. 

They are working tirelessly 
to help us all navigate 
the changes in our local 
circumstances without infusing 
unnecessary fear and panic. 
More important, they’re 
finding inordinate joy in 
uncovering stories of generosity 
and heroism here in their 
towns. For that, Erin and I are 
grateful beyond words. It’s a 
comforting thing as a publisher 
to know your reporters truly 
love people. 

Our team became relatively 
remote-able several years 
ago. So, unlike many other 
community newspapers, we’ve 
been able to focus on getting 
you the information you need, 
rather than struggling to adapt 
our systems to keep our staff 
healthy. 

We will continue to adapt 
and reinvent how we serve 
you, with the goal of earning 
a continued role in this 
community and as Montana’s 
oldest continually operating 
newspaper. 

Please remember that 
you are our eyes and ears – is 
there something we should 
know? Something, someone we 
should be celebrating with you? 
Something we can do better?

How do newspapers 
survive? By making a social 
impact.

We only survive this if 
we reach for you and you 
reach back. This is going to 
pass. Our communities will 
find themselves on the other 
side of this with work and 
healing to do. It would be our 
honor to walk alongside you. 
To continue connecting our 
community, telling your stories 
and ensuring that your legacies 
aren’t left to the rumor mill, 
misinformation or a smattering 
of social media pages. 

Please join us.

Susanne Hill, Publisher
Erin Leonard, Publisher

The Madisonian

A NOTE FROM YOUR 
PUBLISHERS
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on just fine without Benjies.”

BUSINESSES 
ADJUSTING TO THE 

TIMES 
Madison County’s service 

industry is adjusting to 
accommodate closed dining 
and tasting rooms amid the 
COVID-19 coronavirus. 
Governor Steve Bullock 
ordered the closures March 20.

Most food and beverage 
jobs have been cut indefinitely. 
Bars and restaurants are 
operating solely on take out 
orders or have shut down. 
But people are not ordering 
restaurant-made food at the 
same rate as they were pre-
COVID-19. 

Take-out only was not a 
viable option for McAllister 
Steakhouse. Employees 
relieved the steakhouse of its 
perishables and most applied 
for unemployment. Many of 
Madison County’s bars and 
restaurants plan to stay af loat 
with take-out services and 
creative changes.

The Shovel and Spoon cut 
its hours but is operating with 
all five of its employees. The 
Sheridan catering service and 
restaurant is offering frozen 
dinners and to-go orders from 
its window. 

“We’re having to do a little 
more packaging, which we will 
have to adjust to,” Shovel and 
Spoon owner Janet Marsh said. 
“But we’re excited about not 
having any dishes to clean 
during this time.”

…

Willie’s Distillery closed 
its tasting room and opened 
a walk-up bottle service at 
its location on Ennis’ Main 
Street.

“It’s a way to keep some 
of our employees employed,” 
Willie’s Distillery owner 
Willie Blazer said.

Sales are below normal, but 
the distillery will soon shift 
its manufacturing to hand 
sanitizer. They are currently 
purchasing ingredients and 
supplies for its new use of 
alcohol. According to Blazer, 
he had to order glycerin from 
eight different suppliers across 

the United States. 
“As soon as we get all the 

ingredients, we can make it 
in a day,” Blazer said. “We’ll 
supply our county first and see 
where it goes.” 

Willie’s Distillery is 
working with the State of 
Montana, other state agencies, 
Madison County Public 
Health Department and area 
healthcare providers. The 

distillery was waved through 
the usual 6-month process, but 
it will take some time for the 
ingredients to arrive and to 
ensure federal guidelines are 
followed.

Confused yet? Enough said. Businesses around Madison County adapt to the rapidly changing conditions 
brought about by the coronavirus pandemic.  Health concerns, new regulations, unprecedented consumer 
demand (toilet paper?!) and supply chain changes are keeping business owners hopping. PHOTO BY CHRIS 
LEONARD

It is a race
District One county commissioner seat

By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Three Virginia City residents 
joined the November ballot for 
Madison County’s District One 
commissioner seat on deadline-
day.

Eli Thompson, David Bacon, 
Robert Erdahl and incumbent 
Dan Allhands are running for 
the county commissioner seat 
that represents Virginia City, 
Alder and Sheridan.  District One 
residents will elect one of four 
candidates to the seat November 

2020.
“We need change in 

leadership,” Virginia City Mayor 
Justin Gatewood said.

The Virginia City Town 
Council has been dissatisfied 
with its relationship with the 
county in recent years. The 

town has specific standards as 
a national historic place and the 
county seat, which can be difficult 
to accommodate at the same time. 
A lack of communication between 
the two entities has added to the 
complication and frustration 
among some. 

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

The Alder School Board 
met on Monday, March 16 to 
discuss insulation and off-site 
instruction due to state-wide 
school closures in regard to the 
coronavirus.

Building insulation is 
moving forward utilizing the 
building reserve fund. The 
outside of the school will be 
wrapped with a product called 
Dryvit, which will add two 
inches of insulation. The Board 
found individuals in Montana 
who are certified to install 
Dryvit and will be putting it 
up to bid and in the paper to 
announce. 

A permissive levy for 
transportation, tuition and 
building reserve was approved. 
This notification will be 

submitted to the paper by 
March 31.

Off-site instruction will take 
place after school closure due to 
the coronavirus. “The teachers 
are putting together packets 
that they are putting out for 
families to pick up and they’ll 
bring them back when they’re 
completed,” Superintendent 
Pam Birkeland said. 

Teachers will continue 
work at the school and can be 
contacted by phone. Paper and 
online resources will be used to 
continue education for students. 
The school can provide a device 
for families in need.

Classified staff, the 
custodian and cook, will remain 
working regular hours, focusing 
on deep cleaning activities 
that are usually saved for the 
summer. “The adults are sort of 
carrying on as normal and the 

children are home,” Birkeland 
said.

An emergency Board 
meeting was held to declare a 
state of unforeseen emergency. 
This serves as a budget 
precaution in case the state 
government does not waive the 
hours students are missing due 
to school closures.

A motion was approved to 
allow administrators and staff 
to determine the proficiency of 
students in grade levels. This 
is also funding-focused, as the 
number of students physically 
in the school determines how 
much funding is received. 
If a student can be declared 
proficient, funding can still be 
calculated and not decreased 
due to empty seats.

“We’re trying to keep up to 
date and do what is proposed to 
keep our schools running and 

funding at the level at which we 
were anticipating,” Birkeland 
said.

alder  SCHOOL

Alder School Board meets for March
Insulation product found, packets and online 

instruction for students

“We’re trying to 
keep up to date 

and do what 
is proposed 
to keep our 

schools running 
and funding 
at the level at 

which we were 
anticipating,” 

Birkeland said.
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WHEN TO ISOLATE FROM PETS
By HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Dogs and cats have 
minimal risks to COVID-19 
infection, but not a lot of pets 
exposed to the virus have been 
tested. 

Two dogs tested positive 
for the virus in Hong Kong. 
Neither dog had COVID-19 
symptoms, but it is believed 
that the owners passed the 
virus to their dogs. There is 
no evidence that dogs and cats 
can transmit the COVID-19 
coronavirus to humans, 
according to the Veterinary 
Information Network and the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

The CDC suggests people 
in isolation because of 
COVID-19 exposure should 

limit contact with animals 
until more information is 
known. People sick with the 
coronavirus should avoid 
snuggling and kissing their 
pets and regularly clean their 
pets’ dish-bowls.

“It’s always a good idea to 
practice good hygiene,” Ennis 
Veterinarian Stacy Davidson 
said.

The Ennis Veterinary Clinic 
has taken measures to reduce the 
spread of the virus. Davidson 
and her team care for their furry 
patients while owners wait in the 
car, inadvertently championing 
local pets who have waited in 
truck beds or on car seats for 
their owners’ return.

According to Veterinary 
Information Network’s 
infectious disease consultant 
Dr. Scott Weese, the human 

flu has infected pets on rare 
occasions. Pets are not usually 
an ideal host for a human virus 
and cannot produce enough of 
it to infect others. Dogs tend 
to be a dead-end host. Weese 
said he had concerns about cats 
with COVID-19 strand because 
cats can spread the SARS 
coronavirus to other cats.

COVID-19 contamination 
is still unclear. But it is known 
that the virus can survive in 
the environment without a 
host for some period of time. 
It is unlikely to contract the 
COVID-19 coronavirus from a 
pet’s coat being contaminated, 
according to the Veterinary 
Information Network.

Healthy pet owners can 
safely snuggle with their pets 
while riding out this uncertain 
period of time at home. Four-month old Madison County pet, Indiana Jones, enjoys sunny mornings during the COVID-19 coro-

navirus pandemic. PHOTO BY DAVID DETRICK

Neighbors helping neighbors
Anyone have some eggs?

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Before coronavirus even 
entered Madison County, 
people were looking for ways 
to help each other. They were 
getting ready for the possibility 
of the virus entering the 
community and had so many 
ideas, you needed all your 
fingers and toes to count them.

A Facebook page called 
The Cupboard of Twin/
Sheridan Montana allowed for 
people to ask and answer the 
question, how can we help our 
neighbors? It is like the online 
and social distancing-approved 
version of going to a neighbor’s 
door and asking for a cup of 
sugar.

“Anyone still have chickens 
laying eggs?” Laurie Hopp-
Westover posted. “I know the 
elderly and home-bound need 

some.”
Hopp-Westover had talked 

with a friend about how to 
bring fresh food to the elderly. 
Her six chickens were still 
laying eggs and her friend 
said she could get them to 
the Sheridan Senior Center. 
Normally, Hopp-Westover 
would give eggs to friends and 
knew people who sold their 
eggs in the past.

“We want to do what we can 
do to help the elderly around 
now,” Hopp-Westover said. 

“Our chickens are still 
working, so people should have 
some eggs.”

The post got the attention 
of Dawn Marie Dickson, who 
happened to have a turkey 
and 13 chickens. Dickson’s 
turkey started laying eggs at 
six months, something she 
researched and thought was 
not supposed to happen for a 

couple of years. “She’s a cool 
bird,” Dickson said.

“We just cleaned them and 
put them in cartons and ran 
them down to the grocery 
where they delivered them,” 
she said.

Five or six other people 
dropped eggs off at Walters 
Grocery in Sheridan and let 
those receiving know they 
were meant for seniors or 
home-bound citizens. Four 
dozen eggs were recently 
delivered, and seniors received 
a half dozen per individual. If 
interested and able, people can 
bring their eggs to Walters and 
they will be delivered to the 
senior center.

“We’re saving eggs again 
so we can do it again,” Hopp-
Westover said. Already, her 
chickens have come up with 
about two dozen more eggs 
ready for the distributing. Hopp-Westover’s six, hardworking chickens. PHOTO COURTESY OF LAURIE HOPP-WESTOVER

There are moments in life that 
change us.

I remember before my second 
child was born, a good friend 
(who was also pregnant at the 
time) and I worried that there 
was no way we could love another 
being as fully as our first born. 
We already felt so full of love, how 
could there be room for more?

As good friendships go, I 
honestly can’t remember which of 
us described the event in this way, 
it has just melded into our family 
folklore. The moment we met that 
second child, in my case, a ball of 
fire in the form of my daughter 

Aurora, our hearts shattered 
and all those broken pieces were 
re-filled with a love so abundant, 
we didn’t understand how we 
possibly could have worried over 
something so petty as limits in the 
first place. 

And so it goes with life. We 
are up to our elbows now. Events 
and emotions swirl around us 
and through us in this awkward, 
frightening, surreal coronavirus 
reality.    

As I watch how Madison 
County is responding to this 
epoch of our time, my hope 
abounds.  My heart grows more 

full with the abundance of care 
our local health care providers 
are affording my neighbors.  
Our city and county leaders, in 
their steadfast resolve to provide 
guidance and boundaries is a 
balm to my sense of instability. 
Our teachers, our students, our 
business leaders, our neighbors 
and our parents, are the support 
group that comes together when 
difficult times lay in our path. 

I feel like there is more that I 
can do; a sentiment that I contend 
many of you share.  

Though this feeling of 
helplessness tears at my heart, it is 

filled again with the passion and 
care of your reporters, Hannah 
and Keely, at The Madisonian. 
They work diligently to keep you 
informed with accurate, local 
information and tell the incredible 
stories of the pioneering spirit, 
ingenuity and resilience for 
which our dear communities are 
widely known, and in which lay 
my confident resolve that we will 
get through these trying times 
together.  

We have never been more 
honored to be your local news 
source. Though circumstances 
may separate each of us in 

ways we have never considered 
before, we are connecting in 
unprecedented, multifaceted ways.  
These connections, coupled with 
the noteworthy characteristics 
of what makes Madison County 
so great, will combine to forge a 
greater tomorrow where all of our 
hearts are full.  It is this challenge 
that The Madisonian accepts, will 
fight for, and because of each of 
you, deliver.  As another small 
business adapting in Madison 
County, we wanted you to know 
that we are here, working hard 
for you.  We want your heart to 
be full, and the times we live in 

right now dictate that we adapt 
our approach.  As days turn to 
weeks, and weeks to months, you 
can count on us to sow the seeds 
of trust and community, to help 
build and strengthen the hearts 
of this county, and to deliver the 
stories of what makes Madison 
County so great.  Just like we have 
done since 1873.

Cori Koenig, Editor
The Madisonian

Submitted by MARISSA PERRY

You can receive updates on case numbers through the covid19.mt.gov web-
site. Accessible by the website and at this link (https://montana.maps.arcgis.
com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=7c34f3412536439491adcc2103421d4b), 
case numbers will be updated on this map when the state lab completes per-
forming tests for the day. Updates are made at 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. daily.

COVID-19 updates 
from the 

Governor’s office

Screen shot of the Montana response 
COVID website as of press time.

Honored to be your local news source

The migration of Montana 
snowbirds began early this year.

The spread of the COVID-19 
coronavirus in the United States 
has driven some to their summer 
homes under the Big Sky a few 
weeks earlier. It is a concern that 
I have heard numerous times in 
the community for the past two 
weeks. It is a valid concern, so I 

spoke with a few snowbirds.
When The Madisonian-

subscribing snowbirds make their 
landfall in Madison County, they 
call the office to switch over their 
address. I’ve gotten four of these 
calls in the last two weeks, which 
does not represent the entire early 
bird population by any means. 

One couple arrived from 

Florida, one couple was on the 
road from California and two 
couples drove in from Arizona. 
Most of them were in the high-
risk category for developing 
a severe case of COVID-19 
coronavirus. All of them 
hightailed it to Montana in fear of 
the virus. The one couple that did 
not have a story about sleeping in 

a car at least one night to avoid 
hotels, drove 14 hours to stay with 
family in Wyoming.

My sample size is too small to 
assume that every snowbird flying 
or driving into Madison County 
has the community in mind. 
The few I spoke with brought 
enough food to self-quarantine 
for a couple of weeks. COVID-19 

coronavirus is here. It is probable 
that it was here before I started 
writing about it. Residents who 
are having to continue to go to 
work or are socializing in groups 
pose more of a threat to spreading 
the virus in Madison County than 
healthy older folks coming in.

The novel coronavirus has 
sparked a fear in people around 

the world. High-risk individuals 
are scared for their lives. Montana 
is a place of relief for so many 
people, not because of a virus 
but because of its beauty, wide 
open spaces and peace of mind. 
It seems to me that that is what 
Montana snowbirds are driving 
toward, a sense of relief; a place to 
quarantine in peace.

Montana is a place of relief

Staff Editorials
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DEADLINE
5 p.m. - Friday

Any submissions to our paper, including photos or content, may be used in 
any of our print and digital products.

Editor’s note: 
The Madisonian does 

not endorse the viewpoints 
or statements of those who 
submit letters to the editor.

Please do your own research 

and check your facts.

Any Ads Accepted After the fridAy deAdline of 5 p.m. will be 
chArged A $25 lAte fee.

Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

o b i t u a r i e s
Donald Fay Elser

December 25, 1931- January 30, 2020

Don Elser was born in 
Sheridan, Mont. to Ray and 
Ella Elser.  Don was preceded 
in death by his parents, five 
brothers and daughter Cynthia 
Elser Hansford (Rodger).  Don 
is survived by his wife of 65 
years, Barbara Trueman Elser of 
Melrose, Mont.  Don and Barbara 
had four children, Suella Elser 
Brown (Russell), Don Elser (Polly), 
Rodney Elser. Six grandchildren, 
Timothy Hansford (Darci), 

Christina Bucarey, (Ethan), Casey 
Brown, Scott Brown, Brian Elser 
(Danielle),  Sean Elser, three great 
grandchildren, Hazel Hansford,  
Audrey and Charlotte Bucarey, 
a  sister – Ella Rae Olsen and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

Don graduated from Sheridan 
High School in 1950, where he was 
a member of FFA and captain of 
the football and basketball teams.  
Don received his Bachelor and 
Master of Science Degrees from 
Montana State University.  He 
first taught Vo Agriculture classes 
at Elko High school in Nevada 
in 1954.  He took four years off 
from teaching to serve in the 
U.S. Air Force, Rank of Captain.  
After his military service, Don 
taught Vo-Ag at Enterprise High 
School in Oregon, for two years, 
before returning to Elko, Nevada, 
where he taught Vo-Ag at Elko 
High School from 1960-1970.  
He continued to coordinate the 

vocational and Vo-Ag programs 
in Elko County until 1972 while 
he was also director of the school 
district’s adult high school 
program {1972-1982}.  In 1982 Don 
became Assistant Superintendent 
of physical services for Elko 
County School District, the 
position from which he retired in 
1988.  Don and Barbara retired 
outside of Sheridan, Mont. where 
they raised Registered Quarter 
Horses for Ranch Performance.  
Don was a member of the 
American Legion in Sheridan.

Don was named honorary 
Nevada State Farmer in 1963 and 
received an honorary American 
Farmer Degree in 1967.  He was 
named one of the top six Vo-
Ag teachers in the U.S. in 1968, 
being awarded the A. O. Smith 
Harvester Travel Scholarship.  Don 
was awarded Nevada Vocational 
Teacher of the Year in 1969 and 
the Sears Roebuck and Company 

Travel Scholarship that same 
year, along with the AG USA TV 
Outstanding Pacific Region Vo-
Ag Instructor.  Don is a Lifetime 
member of the Future Farmers 
of America. His membership in 
FFA began in high school as the 
chapter president, representative 
in Kansas City.  He was awarded 
the State Farmer Degree in 1949 
and elected to state office in the 
Montana FFA Association. While 
attending MSU, Don won the 
grand champion showmanship 
contest, elected to the Alpha Zeta 
Agricultural Honorary Fraternity, 
collegiate FFA President and 
played football and basketball.  
FFA continued to be a part of 
Don’s life as a teacher for 10 years 
in Elko, with two American 
Farmers, thirteen State Farmers 
and ten State officers.

Thank you to all the wonderful 
people who helped care for Don in 
the past several months.

Edgar Icenoggle
March 26, 1934  to March 15, 2020

Edgar Icenoggle died in 
Denver, Colo. on March 15, 2020, 
just shy of his 86th birthday, from 
complications following a stroke.

Edgar was born on March 26, 
1934 to Melvin and Lila (Nichols), 
in Twin Bridges, Mont. He was the 
oldest of three boys and lived in 
the area until he joined the army, 
where he served at Fort Knox, Ky. 
He attended Montana State College 
in Bozeman, graduating in 1957 
with a degree in Animal Nutrition. 
While attending, he was part of the 
MSC rodeo team, competing in 

bulldogging and for a time led the 
nation in the event. He served as the 
horse program chairman for the 
Little I at MSC, and showed his great 
Appaloosa mare, Indian Maid. He 
also competed at the national reining 
competition with her. 

Edgar married Sharon Sylvis on 
January 14, 1961 in Bozeman, Mont. 
They had two children, Lance and 
Jodi, who grew up in Miles City, 
where Edgar was the manager of 
the Peavey plant.  He worked for 
Peavey feed company, which later 
sold to ConAgra. He operated a 
small local feed store in Belgrade 
for several years before retiring.

While married, Edgar lived in 
Bozeman, Minnesota, and Miles 
City, then returned to the Gallatin 
Valley; Belgrade was his current 
address at his death.

Edgar loved any activity 

involving horses, especially 
reining and cow horse events. 
Last summer, at the age of 85, he 
was still competing in reined cow 
horse shows. He passed his love 
of horses to his daughter and her 
three sons. One of Edgar’s greatest 
joys was to watch those boys 
compete in rodeos, from pee wee 
through college. Another joy was 
to watch Lance’s boys compete in 
soccer, from grade school through 
high school.

At various times in his life, 
he served as a Boy Scout leader, 
4-H leader, belonged to the Miles 
City Rotary club, was active in the 
Montana Appaloosa Horse Club, 
and Rocky Mountain Breeders 
Association. Edgar had many 
friends and loved to talk. He 
could debate any topic, on either 
side, for as long as someone wished 

to continue the conversation. 
Edgar is survived by his wife 

of 59 years, Sharon, of Belgrade; 
son Lance (Luz) Billings, and his 
three sons: Cameron, Treve, and 
Ryne; daughter Jodi, Whitehall, 
and her three sons: Sylvis, Cyris 
(Regan) and Garris Robertson; and 
brothers Bill (Georgia) and Bruce 
(Polly), plus several nieces and 
nephews. 

Edgar’s quick wit and gentle 
soul will be greatly missed by 
friends and family. 

No services are planned at this 
time. In lieu of flowers, consider 
donating to your favorite charity to 
help veterans or abused horses. 

The family would like to thank 
the exceptional medical staff at 
Denver Swedish Medical Hospital, 
who provided compassionate care 
during his stay.

c a r d s  o f  t h a n k s
The family of Randy Marr 

would like to give a heartfelt 
thank you to the wonderful and 
caring EMT's who came out on 
call to Randy's passing.  Also to 
the compassion of  Wes Heavrin 
when he was summoned to the 

house, these folks couldn't have 
been kinder.  Also to the editor of 
The Madisonian who let me make 
add-ons to Randy’s obituary, I 
appreciate that.

Also a big thank you from our 
family to all our neighbors who 

were there immediately for me 
while my sons were on their way.

A heartfelt thank you to Keith 
and Gary from K & L Mortuary 
for their kindness in our time of 
need. 

Thank you to all our friends 

who have brought food, flowers 
and loving condolences that know 
no end.  You are all a blessing and 
we thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts.

The Marr family

O P I N I O N

Just a small reminder.  We are 
fortunate to live in Ennis and be 
surrounded by the people we have 
as friends and neighbors.  I was 
recently talking to my daughters 
who reside in Missouri.  They 
are experiencing a different life 
environment that Ennis.  Both 
of them are running into rude 
and hostile people whenever 
they must deal with people in 
public.  They are experiencing 
hostile, bad mannered and rude 
individuals.  One of my daughters 
friends was in the grocery store 
the other day and turned around 
to retrieve something from the 
shelf.  When he turned around, 
he watched a woman pull a 
package of toilet paper from his 
cart.  He announced that the 
cart she was stealing from was 
his.  She yelled “no it isn’t.”  He 
pulled a prescription out of the 

cart and showed it to her with his 
name on it.  She then stated “Too 
bad.  I need it,” and proceeded to 
scramble down the aisle.  The store 
owner called the police.

It has been the opposite here 
in Ennis.  People are going out 
of their way to help each other.  I 
have been unable to find flour for 
bread making.  A neighbor, while 
doing her own shopping spotted a 
sack of flour and brought it home 
as a favor.  Yesterday, I had to go 
into the local clinic.  I had been 
having trouble for some time with 
an upper respiratory infection that 
was taking a turn for the worse.  
I was advised by the clinic, Dr. 
Newton, that based on what I was 
experiencing, I needed to go ahead 
and come in to the clinic.  The 
hospital is on lock down.  I was 
met by staff at the entrance and 
escorted to the necessary area.  Dr. 

Newton examined me and had 
staff run a series of tests including 
a chest x-ray since my symptoms 
were mimicking many of those 
associated with the coronavirus. 
I was having severe difficulty 
breathing.  After the exam, a 
prescription was called in and I 
was sent home.  Fortunately, a few 
hours later, Dr. Newton and staff 
had identified the problem which 
turned out to be a bug similar to 
the one that causes pneumonia.  
Dr. Newton called me at home and 
gave me, what normally would 
have been bad news but in this case 
was actually very good news since 
it was not anything to do with the 
coronavirus.  It was a treatable 
problem with a positive prognosis.

 The point being that the 
health care staff at the Clinic and 
Hospital are a group of people 
who are putting their lives on the 

line for this community.  Every 
patient they see is a potential time 
bomb with a lit fuse.  They are still 
showing up, pleasantly doing their 
job  under a tremendous strain and 
risk to their own health and their 
family members.  We are fortunate 
to have people like Dr. Newton 
and the support staff in the 
community.  All of the other care 
providers at the hospital are of the 
same quality from Dr. Newtons 
support staff to the individuals 
who run the labs and work at the 
front desks.  It is a testament to 
their dedication that they show up 
and pleasantly still do their jobs 
with a smile on their face, at great 
risk to themselves and family.  We 
need to make sure they know how 
much we appreciate them.

Marc Dingfeder
Ennis

Be sure to show your appreciation

Your health and safety matter 
to me.  I respect the need for social 
distancing during this COVID-19 
outbreak.  In accordance with 
newly implemented protocol I’m 
limiting my outreach to media 
and social networking.  We must 
be vigilant and take appropriate 
measures to remain healthy and 
care for ourselves, families and 
neighbors.   These are challenging 
times with numerous unknowns 
and concerns.  Now is the time to 
come together and support each 
other. We need to assist those with 
needs greater than ours.    As the 
situation evolves we need to strive 
to educate ourselves, take pro-
active actions to control the spread, 

and most importantly don’t panic.   
We are witnessing not 

only economic struggles, but 
increased stress learning to cope 
with this constantly changing 
situation. As a banker, a rancher 
and the son of a parent whose 
health is compromised, I am 
keenly aware of the struggles of 
many.    Schools closing and event 
cancellations, while necessary, 
create additional fiscal and social 
burdens.  As Montanans we need 
to remain strong and support 
each other.  We are fortunate 
that our communities’ previous 
investments in our healthcare 
systems are available to assist as 
needs arise.  

This COVID-19 situation 
shouldn’t be about politics.  But as 
we move beyond these trying times 
it will be important that policy 
makers move quickly to reduce 
the economic impacts that we all 
have felt.  This will take proven 
leadership and common sense to 
have meaningful solutions.   You 
are strongly urged to register 
to receive an absentee ballot for 
the upcoming June 2nd primary 
election.  This can be secured by 
contacting the County Clerk & 
Recorders Office or through the 
Secretary of State’s web site.  

Please know that I am 
committed to you to bring forth 
common sense policy that will 

have positive results for our 
District and Montana.  This needs 
to be creative, targeted stimulus 
for hardest hit individuals, 
small business owners and 
their employees as well as the 
Agriculture/Natural Resource 
economies.  We need leaders 
that can work across the aisle to 
find solutions.  Please let me hear 
from you, I am ready to be your 
representative. I look forward to 
the challenge to make tomorrow a 
better day.   Most importantly be 
safe and healthy.

Ken Walsh
Rep. Candidate for HD #71

Twin Bridges

A word from HD #71 candidate Ken Walsh
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PUBLIC NOTICE:PUBLIC NOTICE:
At a Special Commission Meeting, on Friday, 
March 20, 2020, the Board of Commissioners 
made and passed a motion to restrict public 
access to all County buildings until further 

notice, effective March 20, 2020, at 5:00 p.m.  
Services will still be available by telephone, 
email, or by U.S. Postal Service.  If you need 

personal access to services, please contact the 
appropriate office before entering the building.  

If you are unsure of the office you need to 
contact, or need help with the correct phone 
number, please contact the Commissioners’ 

Office at 406-843-4277 for assistance.

Need a hand? Dillon Area Love INC is here for those in need
Submitted by DENISE 
CZUPRYNSKI

If you, or someone you 
know, need supplies, deliveries 
or other assistance during the 
COVID-19 crisis, and you don’t 
have a nearby support system 

in place, call Dillon Area Love 
INC today at 406-660-3636.

A partnership of area 
churches, Love INC offers a hand 
up to Beaverhead and western 
Madison county neighbors. Love 
INC can’t directly help if you are 
sick and need medical attention. 

However, they can direct you 
to local resources; assist with 
basic necessities such as food, 
supplies or prescriptions; 
and offer encouragement and 
prayer.

Their Connection Center is 
ready to receive anyone in need 

over the phone.
Trained Love INC 

volunteers will take your calls, 
listen and understand your 
needs, point you to resources, 
and even connect a regular 
volunteer to

check-in or pray with you. 

With newly expanded days of 
service, Love INC is

now available Monday-
Friday, 9am-12pm.

The Love INC mission is 
to mobilize the local church 
to transform lives and 
communities In the Name 

of Christ. A faith-based 
organization based in Dillon, 
Dillon Area Love INC assists 
anyone in Beaverhead County 
and the Ruby Valley. For more 
information, call 406-660-3636 
or email dillonloveinc@gmail.
com. 

2019 Madison River report to NorthWestern Energy finalized

Submitted by
 MORGAN JACOBSEN

 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & 

Parks has completed its annual 
report to NorthWestern Energy 
for the Madison River drainage.

 Through its Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
license, NorthWestern Energy is 
required to provide mitigation 
funds to protect and enhance 
Madison River basin fisheries. 
FWP’s report details how 
these mitigation funds were 
applied last year. Here are some 
highlights from that report.

 FWP used mitigation funds 
in 2019 to enhance a 1,000-foot 
reach of South Meadow Creek. 
The project was initiated to 
increase adequate pool habitat, 
improve spawning gravels at 

pool tail outs, add sinuosity 
to the reach to help dissipate 
stream energy during high flows, 
reconnect the floodplain, narrow 
the stream channel and improve 
cattle operations. 

 Not only did the project 
improve habitat for fisheries, but 
it also aided the landowner along 
South Meadow Creek in their 
cattle operation by providing 
off-stream water that does not 
freeze. Due to the project’s 
success in eliminating flooding 
of calving pasture, a neighboring 
landowner is interested in 
pursuing similar measures to 
improve stream habitat. 

 FWP discontinued stocking 
rainbow trout into Hebgen 
Reservoir in 2016 and began 
managing the reservoir as a wild 
trout fishery. Monitoring in 2019 

showed an increase in the catch 
of rainbow trout. A year-long 
creel survey was initiated this 
month to evaluate angler use and 
satisfaction of the fishery.

 Mitigation funds also 
helped FWP complete fish 
population monitoring in 2019 
for two sections of the Madison 
River: the Varney and Pine 
Butte sections. FWP uses these 
estimates — which have been 
conducted since the 1960s — to 
monitor the health of the river’s 
trout populations.

 In the Pine Butte section, 
which is the 3.5 miles of river 
upstream of Lyons Bridge, 
estimated totals of brown and 
rainbow trout declined from 
2018 to 2019, and counts for both 
species are below their respective 
20-year averages. Estimated 

abundance of small trout have 
generally increased in this 
section since 2014.

 In the Varney section, which 
runs from Varney Bridge to 
just above the Eight Mile Ford 
Fishing Access Site, estimated 
totals of brown trout remained 
relatively stable from 2018 to 
2019, but rainbow trout numbers 
declined. Both species are below 
their respective 20-year averages. 
Estimated numbers of small 
rainbow trout have varied from 
year to year, while numbers of 
small brown trout have been 

increasing since 2014, similar to 
trends in Pine Butte.

 Despite good numbers of 
juvenile trout in both sections, 
larger trout have declined. While 
brown and rainbow trout larger 
than 19 inches have historically 
represented a small portion of 
fish in the Pine Butte and Varney 
sections, those fish became 
increasingly rare during recent 
sampling efforts. It’s unclear 
what is causing the decline.

 FWP will be collecting 
otolith bones of trout throughout 
the monitoring sections in 

2020 to obtain accurate age 
information. These data will 
then be used to estimate annual 
mortality rates for rainbow and 
brown trout. This information 
will be compared among sections 
of the Madison and other rivers 
to better understand mortality 
rates and help provide insight 
on causes. FWP will continue to 
monitor trends in fish numbers 
and size structure in the Madison 
River.

Update from the 
Ruby Valley Food Pantry

THE MADISONIAN STAFF

At this time, the Ruby Valley Food Pantry will continue open 
hours Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Beginning last Saturday, food will 
be available in pre-packaged bags by the door. If anyone falls sick and 
needs delivery, please call Donna Stump at 842-7871.

People looking to donate should drop off on Saturday mornings. 
Overall, the pantry is still in good shape from the successful food 
drives at Walters and GMA’s holiday food drive. However, this time 
of year, non-perishable chilis, beef stew or similar items are always 
helpful. 

The Ruby Valley Food Pantry is located at 114 N. Main St., 
Sheridan.
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1   Bryce Nye1   Bryce Nye
3   Charlie Kruer3   Charlie Kruer

5   Connor Nye5   Connor Nye
11 Tate Smith11 Tate Smith
13 Nate Konen13 Nate Konen

23 Axton Anderson23 Axton Anderson
25 Jake Hughes25 Jake Hughes
31 Zane Carter31 Zane Carter

33 Trystan Harmon33 Trystan Harmon
41 Shawn Head41 Shawn Head

45 Matthew Kaiser45 Matthew Kaiser
0  Sam Konen0  Sam Konen

3 Landen Wentzel3 Landen Wentzel
5 Zeke Redfield5 Zeke Redfield
11 Riky Puckett11 Riky Puckett

13 Wiley Stockett13 Wiley Stockett
15 Chase Fitzpatrick15 Chase Fitzpatrick

23 Taylor Smith23 Taylor Smith
25 Pablo Babcock25 Pablo Babcock
33 Reid Johnson33 Reid Johnson

Head Coach:  Josh KellerHead Coach:  Josh Keller
Assistant Coaches:  Assistant Coaches:  

James Ramirez & Andy NyeJames Ramirez & Andy Nye

CongratulationsCongratulations
Class C 2020 TournamentClass C 2020 Tournament

Co- 3rd Place Co- 3rd Place 
State State ChampsChamps

GO FALCONS!GO FALCONS!
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FIREWOOD 
FOR SALE

Custom cut firewood, Semi loads of logs and 
rough cut lumber available for delivery

Alder Forest Products is pleased to offer 
firewood, rough cut lumber and logs delivered 

to your location. 
Lodgepole and Douglas Fir available.

We cut to your specification 
Delivery is free within 20 miles of Alder 

Give us a call today (406) 842-5679, store

Montana is the oldest state west of the Mississippi, and demographic projections show the state 
growing collectively older as more Montanans enter their senior years. The economic, cultural, and 
personal impacts of that trend present the state and its residents with new challenges and, with 

those challenges, opportunities. 

Graying Pains is a six-month series of weekly stories and broadcasts exploring those challenges 
and opportunities in communities statewide. By investigating how other communities have 

responded to the issues raised by aging, Graying Pains hopes to point the way toward policies and 
innovations that can help Montana, and Montanans, improve with age.

The series is produced by the Montana Fourth Estate Project, a collaboration among 16 Montana 
newsrooms and the University of Montana School of Journalism under the auspices of the Montana 

Newspaper Association and the Solutions Journalism Network. See montanafourthestate.org for 
the collected Graying Pains stories and more information.

*Editor’s note: As the community newspapers participating in the Montana Fourth Estate Project  grapple with the 
enormity of serving our local readers to the best of our abilities, we have had to put the Graying Pains stories on a 

temporary hold after this story. We will be continuing this coverage as soon as we are able to.

FOR RURAL ELDERLY, IT 
CAN TAKE A VILLAGE

By KEITH HAMMONDS, 
Boulder Monitor. Additional 
reporting by MYERS REECE, 
Flathead Beacon

 
It looked like a lot of senior 

gatherings: a chatty group of 
folks, mostly in their 70s and 
80s, with friends and family 
in a church basement, dining 
on quiche, pastries, fresh fruit, 
and other goodies. There was 
plenty of laughter, and a strong 
sense of camaraderie.

 But there was something 
special happening on a January 
morning at Kalispell’s First 
Presbyterian Church. This was 
a celebration by volunteers 
and members of the recently 
launched My Glacier Village, 
Montana’s first and only 
chapter in the national Village 
to Village Network.

 “To me, it’s been a 
godsend,” said Carolyn 
O’Mara, a member. “It’s really 
helped me stay independent. 
And I’ve made a lot of friends.” 
Grace Larson, an author 
and great-grandmother 

who, among other volunteer 
activities, drives O’Mara to 
medical appointments, said 
My Glacier Village helps “keep 
all of us old people active and 
independent.”

 The “village” phenomenon, 
which began in Boston in 2002, 
is anchored in a simple yet 
radical notion: local groups, 
designed and organized largely 
or entirely by seniors, can 
provide shared services that 
help people age where and 
how they like, connected to 
a community of caring peers 
with the support they need to 
navigate healthy and happy 
lives.

 The Village to Village 
Network, a nonprofit umbrella 
group established a decade 
ago to support and spread the 
concept, now claims more 
than 250 affiliated villages in 
operation across the U.S., and 
reports that another 80 are 
in development. Those local 
groups, which pay membership 
fees to the network, serve 
an estimated 40,000 elderly 

members with transportation, 
social and recreational 
activities, light home chores, 
and other offerings, depending 
on the needs of the community. 
Most tasks are handled by 
volunteers, though some 
villages also offer access to 
vetted professional services.

 There’s limited research 
that suggests the village 
concept is broadly effective. 
Researchers at the University 
of California, Berkeley have 
been studying villages in 
California and nationally since 
2012. They’ve found that after 
a year’s membership, village 
participants are more likely to 
report feeling confident that 
they can stay in their homes as 
they age, to feel a greater sense 
of social connectedness, and 
to say they know how to find 
necessary assistance.

But here’s the problem: 
most villages are located 
in cities or suburbs with 
dense populations and well-
developed senior support 
networks. (The original 
Boston Village is anchored 
in that city’s wealthy Beacon 
Hill neighborhood.) Few 
have been launched in rural 
communities, and fewer still in 
low- or moderate-income areas. 
“There aren’t many of us,” said 
Kathy Geiersbach, treasurer 
of Lamoille Neighbors, a 
village location in Hyde Park, 
Vermont, population 490.

 That’s why My Glacier 
Village, with its 22 members 
— each of whom pays $30 per 
month — and 26 volunteers, 
represents an intriguing 
experiment for Montana. 
Kalispell itself isn’t as rural 
as much of the state, but 
Flathead County confronts 
typical obstacles to well-being 
for the elderly. People, many 
with limited income, live far 
apart, and there’s not much 
existing infrastructure for 
transportation and other aging 
services.

 “It’s been hard, a 
challenge,” said Jenn Prunty, a 
former Kalispell construction 
and real estate professional 
who co-founded My Glacier 
Village in October 2018 after 
struggling to help her father 
care for her elderly mother in 
California. “But it’s bigger than 
I could have ever imagined, 
and it’s just getting started.”

 As My Glacier Village 
takes form — it’s just now 
applying for tax-exempt status 
as a nonprofit — Prunty 
can look to models such as 
Nauset Neighbors in Orleans, 
Massachusetts, on Cape Cod. 
When Dick Elkin, his wife, 
and six others started eyeing 
the village model in 2010, they 
knew that Cape residents, with 
an annual median income of 
just $40,000, couldn’t afford 

GRAYING PAINS
continued on A7
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Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

MADISON COUNTY 

D I S P AT C H
March 15, 2020

Citizens were assisted in Sheridan and Cameron.
An alarm was responded to in Cameron.
A welfare check was performed in Pony.
Accidents occurred in McAllister and Cameron.

March 16, 2020

An accident occurred in Cameron.
Medical aid was administered in Ennis.
Suspicious circumstances were reported in 
Ennis.
A traffic complaint was made in Silver Star.
An alarm was responded to in Ennis.

March 17, 2020

A welfare check was performed in McAllister.
A fire call was made in Alder.
An abandoned vehicle was reported in Cameron.
Suspicious circumstances were reported in 
Ennis.
A wildlife complaint was made in Silver Star.
An assault complaint was made in Alder.

March 18, 2020

A disturbance was reported in Virginia City.
Medical aid was administered in Sheridan and 
Ennis.
Welfare checks were performed in Ennis and 
Sheridan.
Medical aid was administered in Ennis.
A traffic complaint was made in Cameron.

An accident occurred in Sheridan.

March 19, 2020

An accident occurred in Norris.
A wildlife complaint was made in Cameron.
A welfare check was performed in Alder.

March 20, 2020

Citizens were assisted in Cameron, Ennis and 
Whitehall.
A fire call was made in Cardwell.
A wildlife complaint was made in Cameron.
A missing person was reported in the Alder area.
Suspicious circumstances were reported in Ennis 
and out of county.
A coroner was called in Sheridan.
An accident occurred in McAllister.

March 21, 2020

A wildlife complaint was made in Ennis.
Citizens were assisted in Pony and Cameron.
Accidents occurred in Norris and Sheridan.
A coroner was called in Sheridan.
Rescue was performed in the Coal Creek/Eureka 
Basin area.
Medical aid was administered in McAllister.
Suspicious circumstances were reported in 
Ennis.

The Madison County Sheriff’s Office responded to 74 calls 
of service between March 15-21, 2020.

In areas with low cell phone coverage, you can now text 911 in 
case of emergency.

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office will 
be CLOSED until 
further noticed. We 
will not be issuing or 
renewing concealed 
carry permits and 
will not be providing 
fingerprinting services 
temporarily due to 
concerns with the 
COVID-19 virus. 
Please call dispatch 
at 406-843-5301 with 
questions.

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

Daniel T. Richards, DO 
and Dan Downey, MD  
specialize in orthopedic  
surgery and sports medicine. 

Meet our team and learn more 
at barretthospital.org/ortho.
No referral necessary. 

Whether you have a sports injury or 
need a new knee, Barrett Hospital 
& HealthCare provides specialized 
care for a full range of bone, muscle 
and joint pain conditions. Don’t wait 
any longer to seek treatment: If you 
need physical therapy or require 
surgery, our orthopedic specialists 
are available to provide personalized 
care and treatment so you can get 
back to enjoying life.

WHERE YOU GO 
TO GET BETTER 

We’ll Keep You Moving
ORTHOPEDIC CARE IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK

Pet of the Week

Purrow there.  Looking for a nice young lady to be your 
loving cuddle companion?  Well that would be me.  I’m 

tested, UTD on my vaccinations, well for this year and I’m 
spayed.  See? All ready and waiting for you to come and 
adopt me.  Please call Misty at 439-
1405 and ask just for me.  Love in 
advance, Nikki

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

406-682-7151  |   www.ennis.vet
Nikki

the paid-staff design they had 
read about in Beacon Hill, 
which required membership 
dues of $400 to $800 a year. 
Instead, Elkin said, “we figured 
out how to do it by running an 
all-volunteer organization.”

 Elkin and his friends 
kicked in $2,500 for a starting 
budget, which they used to 
print brochures, purchase 
software, and pay legal 
expenses. They used fees from 
their first 40 members ($75 a 
year, but waived for those who 
have trouble paying) to cover 
insurance premiums. Then 
they built awareness by holding 
informational meetings at local 
libraries and senior centers, 
and by marketing to “email 
lists from every organization 
we knew of.”

 That bare-bones approach 
is typical for smaller villages 
in rural communities, said 
Barbara Hughes Sullivan, 
national director of the Village 
to Village Network. “Rural 
areas are more volunteer-based. 
But it does take that core group 
to bring things together, a 
group of really invested people 
to put work and money into it. 
I always tell people [who are 
thinking about starting a new 
village], ‘find more people.’”

 Elkin said that 70% of 
Nauset Neighbors’ services 
involve transportation. 
Municipal and regional bus 
services work well for some 
Cape Cod towns, but buses 
can’t get residents of Hyannis 
to the nearest hospital, 30 
miles away. Volunteers also 
drive members to do grocery 
shopping and other errands, or 
to activities at senior centers. 
Members, whose median age 
is 88, call Nauset Neighbors 
with their requests; a volunteer 
coordinator enters the listing 
into the Village to Village web 
application, where volunteers 
can log in and see what tasks 
are available. Elkin said the 
organization’s 300 volunteers 
— most of them retirees 
themselves — provide 3,500 
to 4,000 services a year to 450 

members.
 In Colorado’s Berthoud, 

a rural town north of Denver, 
and Roaring Fork Valley, 
nestled amid the mountains 
near Aspen, the village 
concept has taken somewhat 
different form. Villages 
in those communities are 
coordinated by A Little Help, 
a Denver-based nonprofit that 
relies on local and regional 
philanthropic support for 
most of its budget. Dues are 
intentionally kept low, with 
members paying what they 
can starting at $75 a year. And 
while transportation, as in 
Cape Cod, is a core offering, 
other services are tailored to 
local needs.

 In the Roaring Fork Valley, 
for example, “a lot of people 
don’t have access to fresh 
cooked meals,” said Hillary 
Lenz, A Little Help’s executive 
director. So A Little Help taps 
Meals on Wheels to prepare 
food that its volunteers deliver 
to members across the area’s 
remote, often mountainous 
terrain. “The beauty of the 
model,” Lenz said, “is that we 
are using neighbors, so you 
don’t need a whole f leet of 
vehicles, you just need to equip 
people who are already there. 
We find that volunteers will go 
the extra miles, because they 
know that services out there 
are fewer and farther between.”

 In Paonia, Colorado, 
farther to the west, volunteers  
perform light household jobs 
that seniors otherwise find 
hard to get done, like changing 
porch lights or unsticking 
outside doors. “Stuff like 
that that helps people stay in 
their own homes,” said Linda 
McCone, program manager 
at Paonia’s North Fork 
Senior Connections, another 
Village to Village affiliate. 
More experienced volunteers 
know how to use those small 
interventions as opportunities 
to look out for greater needs 
that health care or social 
services professionals might 
address.

 But the most important 
service volunteers provide 
may be less tangible. It’s about 
just showing up, interacting, 
and demonstrating concern. 
In rural areas, often separated 
from their closest neighbors 
by long distances, the elderly 
can become especially isolated, 
and their sense of pride and 
self-reliance can make it hard 
for many to ask for help. “A 
lot of people don’t have strong 
connections left,” said Lenz. 
“So knowing a neighbor cares 
enough to come over and say 
hello is important.” A Little 
Help volunteers provide “care 
calls” — once-a-week phone 
check-ins with members — just 
to chat.

 Cecilia Bessette, 78, loves 
those calls. After her husband 
died last July, she contacted 
A Little Help, and within a 
week, a crew of volunteers had 
arrived to clear her gutters and 
do yard work. They’ve come 
back to clear her sidewalk and 
backyard after snows. Those 
services, plus an occasional 
light bulb change, will help 
her stay in her rural Berthoud 
house for, she said, “as long as 
possible.” But the phone check-
ins, Bessette said, tell her this 
isn’t just about maintenance. 
“They do care about me.”

 That’s the opportunity 
Prunty sees in Kalispell. She’s 
trying to build out a suite of 
offerings — including book 
chats, walks, even archery 
lessons — that bring aging 
people together for inspiration 
and support.

 “No one wants to admit 
we’re aging, and there’s this 
stigma about asking for help. 
People say, ‘We don’t need 
any help,’ but then they admit 
their smoke alarm battery has 
been going off ” since they 
moved in. (My Glacier Village’s 
volunteers can help with that.) 
“These people need connection. 
The home logistics, I realized, 
was almost nothing compared 
to connection and being able 
to call someone without feeling 
it’s a burden.”

GRAYING PAINS continued FROM A6
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather

Quote of the 
Week:

“You gotta 
know when 
to hold 'em, 
know when 
to fold 'em, 
know when 

to walk away, 
know when 

to run.”
Kenny Rogers

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

Fr iday

Partly cloudy skies in the morning 
will give way to cloudy skies during 
the afternoon. High 37F. Winds 
SW at 10 to 15 mph.

Thursday

Partly cloudy skies. High around 
35F. Winds W at 10 to 15 mph.

WE ALSO HAVE A NEW OFFICE IN SHERIDAN AT 308 MAIN ST .WE ALSO HAVE A NEW OFFICE IN SHERIDAN AT 308 MAIN ST .

Melody Suesserman,  Enrolled AgentMelody Suesserman,  Enrolled Agent
406-682-7769 •  PO Box 1469 •  Ennis  MT 59729

Fax :  406-281-7242
www.Rockinstax .com

{ {

Bugs and BourBon First Weds. ea. month 6 - 7:30pm. 
(Free Fly tying workshop with appetizers and prizes.)

Live music every Friday 5:30 - 7:30pm.

WEEKLY EVENTS

Saturday

Partly cloudy skies in the morning will give 
way to cloudy skies during the afternoon. 
High 41F. Winds SW at 10 to 15 mph.

Sunday

Mostly cloudy. High 44F. Winds 
SSW at 10 to 20 mph.

Monday

Intervals of clouds and sunshine in 
the morning with more clouds for 
later in the day. High 47F. Winds 
SSW at 10 to 20 mph.

· Peaceful family lifestyle
· Homemade meals

· Individualized 
personal care

· Daily activities

· 24 hour qualified, caring staff
· We qualify for long-term 

health care insurance
· Fulfilling the needs of our 

senior family & friends

MEADOWLARK MANOR
A Caslen Living Centers, Inc.

3 5  S K Y L I N E  D R I V E  W H I T E H A L L  M T

(406)  287-5530  |   WWW.CASLENLC.COM

(406) 682-3363  |  105 E MAIN STREET. ENNIS, MT 59729  |   WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

“You don’t just buy a property 
in Montana, you purchase a lifestyle”

SOMETIMES IT CAN FEEL A LITTLE CRAMPED IN YOUR SOMETIMES IT CAN FEEL A LITTLE CRAMPED IN YOUR 
CURRENT SURROUNDINGS. CURRENT SURROUNDINGS. 

NOWNOW MAY BE A GOOD TIME TO LOOK FOR SOMETHING NEW! MAY BE A GOOD TIME TO LOOK FOR SOMETHING NEW!

CALL US TODAY.  WE CAN HELP YOU FIND MORE SPACE!

AlpenglowAlpenglow
Window CleanWindow Cleaninging

licensed/insured

(406) 596-1541
Ennis, MT

Residential/Commercial

alpenglowwindows@gmail.com

MATT SWANSON

Spring Cleaning!

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Where Eastern Medicine 
Meets The West.

WEED FIELD CREW PERSONNEL
Alder, MT. (Open Positions: 9)

Department: Weed Department
Days Worked: Mon – Thurs

Rate of Pay: $14.71 up to $17.75
Position Type: Short-term Employee

Details: This is a short-term, 90 day, positon working 40 
hours per week from approximately May 15, 2020, to on 

or about September 1, 2020. Position will 
close on March 31, 2020 at 5:00pm.

Applications & Job descriptions available either at the 
Weed Board Office

2296 MT Hwy 287, HR office at the courthouse or 
online at madisoncountymt.gov.

Christensen
R e n t a l s , L L C

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 12pm 
and return Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com
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Healthy distancing
People (and bears) using the outdoors to refresh

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

I t is crucially important 
to take care of ourselves 
during this time of 

uncertainty. New information 
unfolds daily and change is 
the default. Sometimes, to 
remember the bright sides, 
you just have to take a step 
outside.

With gym and studio 
closures, more are outside 
for runs, hikes or dog walks. 
Thankfully, Montana offers 
many escapes, mentally and 
physically, from the onslaught 
of coronavirus news.

Exercise boosts the im-
mune system. Performing just 
a single workout has shown 
positive effects on immunity, 
but the type and amount of 
exercise play different roles.

In a study conducted last 
year with mice, immune cells 
in active mice were shown 
to cluster around infections. 
This study was in response 
to questions about marathon 
runners and whether they 
saw decreased immunity im-
mediately after a race. 

Marathoners’ systems 
showed immune cells flood-
ing into the blood stream 
while exercising, but disap-
pearing as soon as exercise 
stopped, presumably dying 
due to exercise stress, report-
ing by the New York Times 
explained.

The study with mice 
showed that these cells did 
not die, but rather clustered 
to vulnerable areas, the gut 
or the lungs, as infection 
entered the bloodstream.

Exercise does not have 
to be a marathon to count 
towards boosted immunity, 
however.

“Whether you’re going for 
a hike or a run, the first step 
is always the hardest. Once 

you take that step, you’re 
really glad you did,” David 
Delisi, Ruby Habitat Founda-
tion Outreach Coordinator, 
said.

Montana Fish Wildlife 
& Parks (FWP) has closed 
public areas and postponed 
meetings to follow along with 
social distancing guidelines, 
maintaining six feet between 
individuals.

Closures include the Mon-
tana WILD education center, 
fish hatcheries, visitor centers 
and public meeting areas. 
Hunting and bowhunting ed-
ucation classes and the Fish 
and Wildlife Commission 
meeting, scheduled to discuss 
Madison River regulations, 
are postponed. The Boiling 
River is closed to soaking.

State parks, fishing access-
es, community parks and lo-
cal hiking trails remain viable 
options for outdoor activity.

Getting out of the house 
and getting some fresh air 
is good for all of us, Adam 
Johnson, Parks and Trails 
Director with the Big Sky 
Community Organization 
(BSCO), said. BSCO is 
grooming three times each 
week to try and enable trail 
access for all. 

“It’s that ability to deal 
with stress and anxiety. We 
all deal with it differently 
and for a lot of us, it’s getting 
outside and getting that exer-
cise,” Johnson said.

On a different level, being 
outside positively impacts 
mental, not just physical, 
health. Focusing on the still-
ness and stability of nature 
allows the mind to slow 
down, desperately needed in 
chaotic times.

“You can’t control every-
thing and there’s a comfort in 
that, actually, because if you 
try to control everything you 
get frustrated and go a little 

crazy, and so a walk outside 
helps you remember perspec-
tive,” Delisi said.

Hearing the water, seeing 
the birds, feeling the tem-
perature change is a form of 
sensory meditation. It can 
be humbling and soothing to 
focus on these components 
of nature and remember our 
place in the world, Delisi 
said. 

“The changing of the sea-
son is always a reminder that 
things are hopeful,” he said.

The sun continues to rise, 
birds return from migration 
and bears come out of their 
dens with or without the 
coronavirus.

Remembering that 
continuity also heeds some 
reminders about wildlife this 
time of year. 2019 saw more 
bear encounters than pre-
vious years with five people 
sustaining injuries and two 
grizzlies euthanized as a 
result.

Bear attacks happen in 

surprise settings, when a bear 
is found on the defensive. 
This could be in areas with 
dense brush, near animal 
carcasses or when a cub is 
nearby.

Grizzlies are listed as 
threatened on the Endan-
gered Species list, but their 
population has expanded out 
of the monitoring area. An 
estimated 750 bears exist in 
the Greater Yellowstone Eco-
system (GYE) and they have 
become densely populated in 

southwest Montana, a press 
release from FWP stated.

Recreationalists, even 
amid coronavirus, should 
always be prepared for an 
encounter. Carry bear spray 
and travel in groups. Those 
tactics proved life saving for 
people who survived attacks 
last year.

Keep exercising, go 
outside and take comfort in 
knowing that while times are 
uncertain, this too shall pass.

“The 
changing 
of the 

season is 
always a 
reminder 
that 

things are 
hopeful,” 
David Delisi said.

The snowy picture was taken at the end of December. The sunny picture below was snapped just a few days ago. Delisi described the 
Ruby Mountains as an ‘unconventional clock.’ The sun is the little hand moving from one end to the other. PHOTOS BY DAVID DELISI



BE WELL
National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week 

celebrates 10 years

RRuubbyy  VVaalllleeyy  MMeeddiiccaall  CCeenntteerr  ––  CCOOVVIIDD  1199  ((CCoorroonnaavviirruuss))  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  
Ruby Valley Medical Center currently has protocols in place to deal with any 

contagious respiratory diseases, including the coronavirus.  
The Infection Control Team would like to inform the public of the following: 

 
11.. If you feel you may have been exposed to the coronavirus  DDOO  NNOOTT  CCOOMMEE  directly to 

the hospital or clinic. Please call one of the following numbers to undergo a 
screening process:  
a. Ruby Valley Medical Center    (406) 842-5453  
b. Twin Bridges Clinic    (406) 684-5546  
c. Public Health     (406) 683-4295  

  
22.. The following questions will be asked:  

a. In the llaasstt  1144  ddaayyss,,  have you traveled to an area that has been identified as 
having the coronavirus?   

b. Have you had pprroolloonnggeedd,,  ddiirreecctt  ccoonnttaacctt with a CONFIRMED COVID 19 positive 
patient?   

c. Have you had a fever of ggrreeaatteerr  tthhaann  110000..00  °°FF  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  llaasstt  7722  hhoouurrss??    
d. Do you have a nneeww ccoouugghh  and/or sshhoorrttnneessss  ooff  bbrreeaatthh  and/or bbooddyy  aacchheess??  

  
33.. If we feel you should be tested for coronavirus, we will give you instructions on how 

that will be accomplished. All testing requires an order from a healthcare provider.  
  

44.. Please keep in mind that the majority of people who are infected with COVID-19 will 
mmoosstt  lliikkeellyy  nnoott  nneeeedd  hhoossppiittaalliizzaattiioonn..  They will need isolation and supportive 
treatment such as increased fluid intake, rest and medications to control the virus.  
  

55.. RReeaassoonnss  ttoo  ccoommee  ddiirreeccttllyy  ttoo  tthhee  hhoossppiittaall  iinncclluuddee::    
a. Uncontrolled fevers  
b. Shortness of breath  
c. Severe dehydration  
d. Other complicating diseases such as CCOOPPDD,,  eemmpphhyysseemmaa,,  aanndd//oorr  aannyy  ootthheerr  

rreessppiirraattoorryy  ddiissoorrddeerrss..    
  

66.. If you are able, pplleeaassee  ccaallll  aahheeaadd  to 406-842-5453 (after hours, dial extension 3207), 
and alert our staff so we may take proper precautions for your safety, ours and that 
of our current patients within our facility.   
  

77.. PPrrootteecctt  YYoouurrsseellff  BByy:   
a. WWAASSHH  YYOOUURR  HHAANNDDSS  ––  for at least 20 seconds.   
b. Avoid touching your face  
c. Keep a respectable social distance from other individuals, which is recommended to 

be aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  ssiixx  ffeeeett..    
d. Get plenty of sleep and support your immune system.   

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

As of February 2020, 
Eyes on Main will be consolidating to 

our Bozeman location only.

Come see us at 1425 W. Main St. Unit B

Monday through Thursday 8am to 6pm 
&

Fridays 8am to 5pm

406.586.2173

EyesOnMain-Bozeman.com

NOTICE TO ENN IS  OFF ICE CUSTOMERSNOTICE TO ENN IS  OFF ICE CUSTOMERS

Submitted by Debra McNeiil

(March 24, 2020) – The 
Ruby Valley Medical Center 
has restructured their health-
care services to prevent the 
transmission of any respira-
tory illnesses for our patients 
seeking care. We will continue 
to provide certain chronic/
non-urgent medical treatments 
while screening for illness. 

 When visiting the Ruby 
Valley Medical Center or the 
Twin Bridges Clinic, you must 
be screened for fever and 
symptoms at the main entrance. 
Ruby Valley residents will re-
ceive chronic/non-urgent med-
ical services at the Twin Bridges 

Clinic located at 104 S. Madison 
Street (behind the post office). 
The clinic will be open from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. (closed 12 
p.m.-1 p.m. for lunch) Monday 
through Friday starting March 
23rd. Please call (406) 684-
5546 for an appointment with 
Dr. Molly Biehl. If you have a 
potentially contagious illness, 
please do not go to the Twin 
Bridges Clinic. Any contagious 
issues will be cared for through 
the Ruby Valley Medical Center 
in Sheridan and you should call 
(406) 842-5453 to speak with a 
healthcare provider. 

 Kathy Meyer, D.C., will 
continue seeing chiropractic pa-
tients on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. Judy Weitzel’s patients 
will see her at the Twin Bridges 
Clinic on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 

 Dayna Thergeson, CPNP, 
is suspending all well-child 
appointments except for 
newborns. She will check on 
newborns at home. Dayna will 
see pediatric patients at the 
Ruby Valley Medical Center 
in Sheridan on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

 We are suspending ap-
pointments with Scott Rigdon, 
CRNA, until further notice. 

 Ruby Valley Medical Center 
is actively evaluating their 
procedures to ensure that our 
community stays healthy and 
receives excellent healthcare. 
Please visit our Facebook page 
and website (www.RVMC.
org) for news of any changes to 
procedures or updates related to 
the coronavirus. 

Ruby Valley Medical Center 
Modifies Delivery of Chronic/
Non-Urgent Medical Services

Observance helps teens dispel myths about substance use
Submitted by NIH

National Drug and Alcohol 
Facts Week® (NDAFW) marks 
its 10th anniversary March 30 
through April 5, 2020, encour-
aging communities around the 
country to SHATTER THE 
MYTHS®about substance use 
and addiction. NDAFW is a joint 
initiative of the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse (NIDA) and the 
National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA), 
which are both part of the Nation-
al Institutes of Health.

NDAFW is an annual, week-
long observance in which local 
educational events link teens 
with science-based facts about 
drugs and alcohol through live 
and online activities across the 
country. Since its inception in 
2010, NDAFW has continued to 
grow, with planners organizing 
nearly 2,000 events in all 50 states 
and in 20 countries last year. Due 
to COVID-19, many NDAFW 
local events may be cancelled, re-
scheduled, or adjusted to a virtual/

remote activity.  
“Teens can make good choices 

if they understand how substance 
use affects their developing brains,” 
said NIDA Director Nora D. 
Volkow, M.D. “For 10 years, NIDA 
has been working with commu-
nities nationwide and around the 
world to provide young people 
with the critical information they 
need to improve their health and 
avoid the potentially devastating 
effects of drug addiction.”

“The challenges that alcohol 
and drugs pose to young people 
are an ever-present reality. The 
value and importance of working 
with our NIDA colleagues to pro-
vide accurate information about 
how alcohol and drugs affect the 
brains and bodies of young people 
is critical,” said NIAAA Director 
George F. Koob, Ph.D.

In lieu of in-person events 
and activities, NIDA encourages 
virtual participation. There are 
many activities that teens, parents, 
caregivers, and teachers can do 
that don’t involve leaving the 
house. Examples include:

• Playing the new Kahoot! games 
with an online class or encour-
aging students to play the games 
individually.
• Taking the National Drug & Al-
cohol IQ Challenge. Test students’ 
knowledge about drugs and alco-
hol with this short, interactive quiz 
available in English and Spanish 
that can be used on mobile devic-
es. More than 200,000 people took 
the IQ Challenge last year.
• Sharing the facts on social media. 
Tweet, snap, or post. Social media 
platforms can be powerful tools 
to SHATTER THE MYTHS® 
about drugs and alcohol. Use the 
new “Not everyone’s doing it” 
social media cards and hand-held 
placards.
• Participating in the Drug Facts 
Challenge!, an interactive game 
using scientific facts about the 
brain and addiction, marijuana, 
vaping, and more.  
• Taking advantage of the free, 
science-based resources to use in 
classrooms and communities, or at 
home. These include toolkits and 
activity ideas on various topics; 

science- and standards-based 
classroom lessons and multimedia 
activities on teens and drugs; and 
the recently updated Mind Matters 
series, which helps teachers 
explain to students the effects of 
various drugs on the brain and 
body.

NIDA will host a Tweetstorm 
to raise awareness for NDAFW 
on Monday, March 30, from 
3 to 4 p.m. EDT. Students and 
organizations can participate by 
tweeting about drug and alcohol 
education and using the hashtag 
#NDAFW during that hour. On 
Friday, April 3, at 3 p.m. EDT, 
NIDA will host a Twitter Trivia 
Challenge in collaboration with 
Students Against Destructive De-
cisions (SADD). Anyone can test 
their knowledge by following the 
hashtag #NDAFW and answering 
multiple-choice questions about 
drugs and alcohol.

NDAFW is supported by 
many partners, including federal 
agencies such as the White House 
Office of National Drug Control 
Policy; the Office of Safe and 
Healthy Students in the U.S. De-
partment of Education; the Health 
Resources & Services Administra-
tion and the Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Adminis-
tration in the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services; and 
the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration in the U.S. Department of 
Justice.

Stay up to date on National 
Drug and Alcohol Facts Week® 
by following @NIDAnews and @
NIAAAnews on Twitter or join 
the conversation by using the 
hashtag #NDAFW. Find further 
information about National Drug 
and Alcohol Facts Week® on NI-
DA’s website.

About the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse (NIDA): 

The National Institute on Drug 
Abuse (NIDA) is a component of 
the National Institutes of Health, 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. NIDA supports 
most of the world’s research on 
the health aspects of drug use and 
addiction. The Institute carries 
out a large variety of programs to 
inform policy, improve practice, 
and advance addiction science. Fact 
sheets on the health effects of drugs 
and information on NIDA research 
and other activities can be found 
at www.drugabuse.gov, which is 
compatible with your smartphone, 

iPad or tablet. To order publications 
in English or Spanish, call NIDA’s 
DrugPubs research dissemination 
center at 1-877-NIDA-NIH or 240-
645-0228 (TDD) or email requests 
to drugpubs@nida.nih.gov. Online 
ordering is available at drugpubs.
drugabuse.gov. NIDA’s media guide 
can be found at www.drugabuse.
gov/publications/media-guide/
dear-journalist, and its easy-to-read 
website can be found at https://
www.easyread.drugabuse.gov/. You 
can follow NIDA on Twitter and 
Facebook.

About the National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
(NIAAA): 

The National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 
part of the National Institutes of 
Health, is the primary U.S. agency 
for conducting and supporting 
research on the causes, consequenc-
es, prevention, and treatment of 
alcohol abuse, alcoholism, and 
alcohol problems. NIAAA also 
disseminates research findings to 
general, professional, and academ-
ic audiences. Additional alcohol 
research information and publica-
tions are available at https://www.
niaaa.nih.gov/.

If you feel you 
have been 

exposed to the 
coronavirus or you 
have a contagious 
respiratory illness, 

PLEASE DO NOT 
come directly to 
RVMC or MVMC. 

Please CALL FIRST 
to undergo a 

screening process.
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COMMODITY INSITE:  
SONGS FOR HARD TIMES  by Jerry Welch

Below is a chapter from, 
“Haunted By Markets” entitled, 
“Songs for Hard Times” that I 
wrote on Oct. 18, 2013. You decide 
if times were harder back then 
or now with fears of coronavirus 
sweeping the globe.   

   “Adversity is considered 
the grindstone of life. It is an old 
cliché but the truth is, hard times 
either grind you down or polish 
you up. On favour.blogspot.com 
I found some examples of how 
hard times polished up a few peo-
ple down through  history. Here 
are but a few:

*Ludwig Beethoven composed 

his greatest works after becoming 
deaf. 
*Sir Walter Raleigh wrote the His-
tory of the World during a thirteen 
year imprisonment. 
* If Columbus had turned back, 
no one could have blamed him 
considering the constant adversity 
he endured.
*Abe Lincoln achieved greatness 
by his display of wisdom and char-
acter during the devastation of the 
Civil War.
*Luther translated the Bible while 
enduring confinement in the Cas-
tle of Wartburg.
*Under a sentence of death and 
during the twenty years in exile, 
Dante wrote the Divine Comedy.
*John Bunyan wrote Pilgrims’ 
Progress in a Bedford jail. 

Rather than listen to the doom 
and gloomers I wish to suggest 
something different. In times like 
these, if you have to listen to bad 
news, I say, hear it in a song!

The following are my top 
choices for the best all around, 
“songs for hard times.”

*There’s Nothing Soft About Hard 
Times by Jimmy Buffett.
*How Can A Poor Man Stand 
Such Times And Live? Blind 
Alfred Reed, updated by Bruce 
Springsteen.
*Gypsy Woman(She’s Homeless) 
by Crystal Waters
*Take This Job And Shove It! by 
Johnny Paycheck.
*Coal Miner’s Daughter by Loretta 

Lynn.
*Mr. President(Have Pity On The 
Working Man) lyrics by Randy 
Newman.
*Workingman Blues by Merle 
Haggard.
*Ain’t Nothing Going On But the 
Rent by Gwen Guthrie.
*In The Ghetto by Elvis Presley
*Bread Line Blues by Slim Smith.
*See The Black Clouds Break Over 
Yonder by Chubby Parker.
*Starving To Death On A Govern-
ment Claim by Edward L. Crain
*The Sun Will Come Out Tomor-
row from soundtrack, Annie by 
various artists
*Hard Time Will Be The Best Time 
by Charley Pride.
* She Got the Goldmine, I Got the 
Shaft by Jerry Reed.

*Patches by Clarence Parker.

 In 1963, Ray Charles won 
his fourth Grammy in a row for 
Busted.  Log on to YouTube.com 
and watch Ray sitting comfort-
ably at the piano, swaying to and 
fro, head bobbing and in his own 
unique style singing;

“My bills are all due and the 
baby needs shoes and I’m busted.

Cotton is down to a quarter a 
pound, but I’m busted.

I got a cow that went dry and a 
hen that won’t lay

A big stack of bills that gets 
bigger each day.

The county gonna haul my 
belongings away cause I’m busted.”

Doom and gloomers may 
want to have, “Busted” the ring 
tone on their cell phone but not 
me. I expect the economy to turn 
upward, jobs to be regained and 
the markets to rally. That is why 
the ringtone on my cell phone is 
from the 1939 movie classic, “The 
Wizard of Oz.” The second verse 
of the song I am referring to goes 
like this;

“Somewhere over the rainbow
Skies are Blue,
And the dreams that you dare 
dream
Really do come true.”

columns

The cowboys huddled ‘round the fire, moved in close to the flame.  The empty chair among them 

stood for more than just a name.  

Each year the cowboy took his chair and joined in with the pack.  Now his favorite chair’s left 

empty.  He ain’t never comin’ back.

‘Cuz one misstep had sent him to our God’s eternity.  A step from life to heaven was the cowboy’s 

guarantee.  

So, the cowboys gave him tribute.  Everyone had words to say.  One cowboy said, “To me he’s 

bigger than a ton of hay.”

And then one quiet cowboy who would never speak at all, said, ”I guess he was my best of friend.  

To me he’s ten feet tall.

“He showed me how to saddle up.  I didn’t know a thing.  I’d never sat a horse.  He put me proud, 

under his wing.”

He said, “I’m slow at learnin’.  Takes me more than just a while.  But my friend gave me his pre-

cious time and served me with a smile.

“His smile was so contagious, and it came deep from his heart.  His presence always gave my soul 

a positive jump start.”

And then he said, “The empty chair our friend once occupied, still keeps his presence close to us, 

no matter that he died.”

Another cowboy piped right up for all of us to know.   He said, “Our friend was genuine.  Didn’t 

like a lot of show.

“He’d pitch in at the kitchen.  Seemed to have the knack to cook.  Then he’d stay and wash the 

dishes, never gave a second look.”

He said, “I watched him walk the camp and find two dirty plates.  Then I heard him say, ”A litter-

bug won’t find the pearly gates.”

That got a laugh from all the men.  They knew the cowboy well.  One cowboy said, “He found my 

plate.  Looks like I’m going to hell!”

And then the night grew quiet.  They had no more left to share.    ‘Cuz all the cowboys knew, one 

day, they’d leave an empty chair.

The Empty ChairThe Empty Chair

HOLLOWTOP
Smoke Signals

WHERE LIE HIS BONES?
By 

Art Kehler

A Wrangler’s 

Reckless Writings

By Bryce Angell

Your partner in community.  

682-7755

In the 1860’s West of old 
many men thirsted for gold. 
In secluded mountain niches 
they roamed seeking riches.

  
Beneath Hollowtop’s silhouette famed

one such thirsty man, acclaimed
for his starkly diminutive stature,
discovered a rich strike of placer.

 
Word of Pony’s find spread swiftly. 
Droves of miners followed quickly.

In the process there was found,
bearing his nickname, a town.

 
Like those of his solitary breed, 
Pony soon longed to roam free.

And one day, his namesake quitted.  
Riding off, never again to be sighted.  

Some hundred forty years belated, 
still no one knows Pony’s fate.
His town at the end of the road

holds treasures much more than gold.

Proud buildings attesting a noble past, 
half-hidden in trees and time, stand fast.

Inviting to tarry, streets of loam 
bid us wonder, where lie his bones?

©Art Kehler
Art lives in Harrison, Montana.  His essays, stories, and poetry have been published in newspapers, 

journals, literary magazines, and on-line magazines.
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Crossword puzzle answers on B9

Sudoku

su
do

ku
 s

ol
ut

io
n

Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

THEME: MYSTERIES AND THRILLERS

ACROSS
1. Wire danger
6. Part of a circumference
9. Nashville’s Keith
13. In a cold manner
14. Prefix for something revived
15. Paralyzing disease
16. Mulled wine
17. Egg cells
18. A do-nothing
19. *”Alphabet Series” detective 
novels author
21. *”It’s close to midnight, and 
something evil’s lurking in ____ 
____”
23. Second mo.
24. Fabricca Italiana Automobili 
Torino
25. Not don’ts
28. Popular Japanese soup
30. *Agatha Christie’s famous sleuth
35. Wood sorrels
37. “Through” in text
39. Give sheep a haircut
40. Raise the roof
41. Wall or pedestal support
43. Cogito, ____ sum
44. Drink like a cat, two words
46. Be inclined
47. Commotions
48. Bewitch or beguile
50. Jack and Jill’s water jug
52. Put to work
53. *James Patterson’s “____ the 
Girls”
55. “Jack and the Beanstalk” Giant’s 
disapproval
57. *Hitchcock classic
61. *Poe’s “Tales of ____ and Imag-
ination”

65. In the know
66. *Subject of Roswell’s mystery
68. Cocoon dwellers
69. King Julien XIII of “Madagascar,” 
e.g.
70. Bubble source
71. Possible allergic reaction
72. Gaelic tongue
73. Store posting, for short
74. Oceanic trenches

DOWN
1. Google alternative
2. Maple genus
3. Capital on the Baltic Sea
4. Blindman’s ____

5. International ____ of Units
6. In a little while, old-fashioned
7. Once around
8. Raccoon’s South American cousin
9. *The Demon Barber
10. Spanish earthen pot
11. Coffin stand
12. *New ____, setting of “The 
Alienist”

15. Michelangelo’s famous Vatican 
statue and others like it, e.g.
20. Death reports, for short
22. Deli offering
24. Baby extractor

25. *Sherlock Holmes creator
26. Continental divide
27. Planktonic tunicate
29. *”Who ____ J.R.?”
31. Actress Perlman
32. “Lost” in Paris
33. Mar-a-___, pl.
34. Having a toothed margin
36. Undesirable location
38. Forearm bone
42. Enlighten
45. Slower
49. Oil drilling apparatus

51. Spoke with a speech defect
54. Make a murmuring sound
56. Chopin’s composition
57. Wide river valley
58. Water carrier
59. L.A. footballers
60. *HBO’s “____ Detective”
61. *Pamela Voorhees and Norma 
Bates, e.g.
62. D’Artagnan’s sword
63. Stairway alternative
64. Those not opposed
67. *Remus Lupin’s occasional body 
cover

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

HELP WANTED

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755

For Rent:  professional office 
space in Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. 
Includes common area confer-
ence room, utilities, and other 
amenities. $285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Registered Nurse, PRN, (3) 
Licensed Practical Nurse Per 

Diem Clinic, (4) Certified 
Nurse Assistant, Per Diem, 

(5) Certified Medical 
Assistant Per Diem. We have 

a dynamic and supportive 
nursing team. Join us! Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

SERVICES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

Gary Kinney
702-5372702-5372

WINDOW WINDOW 
CLEANINGCLEANING

Chimney & VentChimney & Vent
CLEANINGCLEANING

OR send a text
596-7003596-7003

 9 strengthen Montana’s Economy
 9 Confront Montana’s drug tradE
 9 Protect Montana’s way of life

Greg Gianforte has a plan 
for Montana’s future

Paid for by Greg for Montana, P.O. Box 877, Helena, MT 59624 (R)

 G O V E R N O R  G O V E R N O R

20 x 30 Shop space and 12 x 40 
RV Storage. Call 581-7687 for 

information.

ESTATE SALES

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

109 N. Gallatin, Harrison, MT
2 BR/1 Bath

1 Car garage, Pets negotiable. 
$750 per month. Call Baycroft 
Property Management at 406-

560-3274. 
www.baycroftproperty.com

Property Caretaker
Remodels • Decks
Room Additions

Patio Covers 
Roofing

ROBERT PEABODY (406) 404-5925

NOW HIRING

NOW HIRING
GMA Mining USA in Alder is 
accepting applications for tem-
porary full-time administrative 
assistant. This position could 

last up to six months. We offer 
competitive wages starting at 

$19.00 per hour. Please call HR 
at (406) 842-7829 or email linda.
dixon@gmagarnet.com for posi-
tion description and application.

NOW HIRING
GMA Mining USA in Alder 

is accepting applications for a 
Maintenance Tech Level 1. Posi-
tion starts at $21.11 per hour and 
a Fulltime Warehouse Associate. 
Position starts at 19.00 per hour. 
We offer competitive wages and 
benefits. Pre-employment Drug 
screen and Physical Required. 
Please call HR at (406) 842-
7829 or email linda.dixon@

gmagarnet.com for details and 
application.

NOW HIRING
GMA Mining USA in Alder 
is accepting applications for 

Full-Time Plant Operators. We 
offer competitive wages starting 
at $19.00 per hour, and benefits. 
Pre-employment Drug screen 
and Physical Required. Please 
call HR at (406) 842-7829 or 

email linda.dixon@gmagarnet.
com for details and application.

NOW HIRING
GMA Mining USA in Alder 
is accepting applications for 

Full-Time Plant Operators. We 
offer competitive wages starting 
at $19.00 per hour, and benefits. 
Pre-employment Drug screen 
and Physical Required. Please 
call HR at (406) 842-7829 or 

email linda.dixon@gmagarnet.
com for details and application.

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a Seasonal 
Groundskeeper. We are 

seeking a self-motivated, 
industrious candidate to 

help maintain the outside of 
our facility and the grounds 
during the spring, summer, 

and fall months. Please 
visit www.RVMC.org/

career-opportunites for job 
requirements and to apply 

on-line.

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

Toll Free 1-800-227-5894

Vacation Rental/Seasonal Cleaning
24 HR Flood & Fire Mitigation

HOME • OFFICE • RENTAL • AUTO • RV 
Carpets • Rugs • Upholstery • Windows

Serving Southwest Montana
406-683-2226

Proud member of Greater Ruby Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture

. Landscaping
. Turf Repair

. Reclamation

. Tree Planting
. Tree Trimming
. Tree Spraying

404-5925

Fly fishing lodge in Ennis 
looking for fun, enthusiastic, 
hardworking employees for 
our 2020 season. Looking 
for breakfast/lunch cooks, 
servers and housekeepers. 
Please email resumes or 

contact Susie via email at: 
office@madisonrr.com

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755
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Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 
 

Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Director of Nursing-Full-time $66,400 to $83,000 Salary DOE;  
 Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $19.79 to $24.74 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
 

Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Fairgrounds Crew Assistant-Part-time, Short-term $10.32 to $11.38 hourly;  
 Fairgrounds Groundskeeper-Part-time, Short-term $9.15 to $9.62 hourly;  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response;  
 Public Health Department Registered Nurse-Full-time, $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 Safety Intern-Part-time, Short-term$15.93 to $15.93 hourly; and  
 Weed Program Field Crew Personnel-Full-time, Short-term, $14.71 to $17.65 hourly. 
 
 

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 
Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.                             

 

  (Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (03.26.20) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
Ad #040

PRIVATE TREATY 
HEREFORD BULLS. MC 

brand MCMURRY CATTLE 
BILLING. WEBSITE:  
mcmurrycattle.com . 

REASONABLY PRICED 
PROVEN BALANCED TRAIT 
GENETICS Delivery available. 
HP (406) 254 1247. CELL. (406) 
697 4040 Email mcmurrycattle@

gmail.com

Ad #045
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 

– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714

Ad #046
MTFWP is hiring seasonal AIS 

Watercraft Inspectors state-

wide. $13.78/hour. High School 
Diploma or equivalency and 

Valid Drivers License required. 
Apply online at statecareers.

mt.gov.

Ad #047
7 used mobile homes - 2010 and 
newer, in great shape. Call now, 

they won’t last long! 
$44,800 - Price includes 

delivery within 100 miles, 
blocked, leveled and central air 

conditioning. 
Call Jason at (406) 855-2279 

Ad #048
Montana Conservation Corps 

is not your typical summer 
adventure!  Join us for no cost 

one to four week summer 
expeditions working on trails. 
More information and apply:  

https://mtcorps.org/join/

youth-programs/high-school-
expedition/

Ad #049
FSBO 5,000 sq ft combined 

retail, office, warehouse, 365 ft 
Hwy frontage, 2 acres, (406) 370-

7105, $499,000 Eureka, MT.

Ad #050
If you are reading this ad, you 

can see that classified advertising 
works! Reach over 400,000 

readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, service, 

event and business. To get 
results, contact this newspaper, 

or the Montana Newspaper 
Association at (406) 443-2850 or 
email stacy@mtnewspapers.com 
or member@mtnewspapers.com. 
25 words for the small investment 

of $149.

BBHHHHSSMMTT..CCOOMM  
EENNNNIISS::  440066..668822..55000022
SSHHEERRIIDDAANN::  440066..884422..55665500  
TTWWIINN  BBRRIIDDGGEESS::  440066..668844..55668866

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

RREESSIIDDEENNTTIIAALL

Plenty of homes still Plenty of homes still 
on the market! on the market! 

CALL TODAY FOR A SHOWING!CALL TODAY FOR A SHOWING!

• Pristine home located on Ennis Lake
• 5 bedrooms & 3 full baths & shop
• 30x40 shop w two 10’x12’ bays

Rikki
Dilschneider 

broker
406.581.5155     

10 N JORDAN LANE, MCALLISTER
$929,900 | #342931

• 3 bd, 3 ba, 3,100± sf  situated on semiprivate 10± acres
• Outstanding open views of the Ruby Valley!
• Attached 2.5 car garage: no covenants!

Frank
Colwell 

broker
406.596.1076 

9 BOOTH GULCH ROAD, SHERIDAN
$649,000 | #342349

• Impeccable 3,142± sf, 3 bd, 2 ba home
• 2,500± sf equipment barn, 4 car garage
• Granite counters, Hickory cabinets, stainless appliances

Dawn
Dickson
sales associate
406.600.4802

LEWIS AND CLARK TR., WHITEHALL
$799,000 | #342941

• 4 bedroom, 3 bath golf course home
• 1± acre with established trees & landscaping
• A tri-level w open living, dining, kitchen & sun room/nook

Jill 
Gaar

sales associate
406.580.5636     

7 CENTENNIAL DRIVE, ENNIS
$495,000 | #342433

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

• 10± acres with a national forest service boundary
• Split into 2 levels, w sleeping space for family & guests
• Prime recreation area outside your back door

Sara
Johnson

broker
406.570.4249

24 BUFFALO LANCE, CAMERON
$479,000 | #319383

• Beautiful and well maintained log home
• One± acre lot located between Alder and Virginia City
• Newer master suite, kitchen, and living room

Holly
Driskill

sales associate
406.451.3527

6 RUBY ROAD, ALDER
$254,000 | #332141

NEW LISTING

Thank you for the honor of being your community news. 
We are in this with you!

GRATITUDE & KINDNESS ARE CONTAGIOUS, TOO! GRATITUDE & KINDNESS ARE CONTAGIOUS, TOO! 
Let’s spread some!Let’s spread some!

FREE 15TH PA
GE ADS!

Feeling inspired 
by/ grateful for a 

neighbor?

Share it  with your 

community!

Send copy to:
ads@

madisoniannews.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
MARCH 26, 2020

YEAR 2020 HERBICIDE 
CONTRACT
Year 2020 Herbicide Contract Madison 
County Weed Board Year 2020 Herbicide 
Contract Advertisement for Bids Madison 
County Weed Board is calling for sealed 
quotes for Noxious Weed Herbicides for the 
2020 Madison County Weed Management 
Season. Quote specification (Type and 
Amount of Herbicides), and invitation to 
quote forms are available at the Madison 
County Weed Board Office, 2296 Hwy. 287, 
Alder, P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, Montana, 
59755. 
Quotes will be accepted until the close of 
business, 12:00 P.M. Thursday, April 2, 2020. 
Quotes will be opened and read publicly at 
the regular Weed Board Meeting at the Weed 
Board Office, Alder, Montana, at 2:00 P.M. 
Thursday April 9, 2019. 
The contract will be awarded to the bidder 
whose bid is most beneficial to the County. 
Consideration will be given to Madison 

County resident bidders in accordance with 
MCA 7-5-2309, part 1, which states “If there 
are no out of state bidders for a contract 
subject to competitive bid under this part, 
the contract may be awarded to the lowest 
and best responsible bidder that is a County 
Resident and that makes a bid that is no 
more than $500.00 or 3% higher, whichever 
is less, than the bid of the lowest responsible 
bidder that is not a County Resident”. Prices 
are to be guaranteed to September 30, 2020. 
Madison County Weed Board reserves 
the right to reject any or all irregularities in 
Quotes. 
Date: February, 13, 2020 
/s/ John Armstrong, Chairperson Madison 
County Weed Board 
/s/ Dan Allhands, Chairman Madison County 
Commissioners
(Pub. MARCH 12, 19, 26, APRIL 2, 2020) 
MC WEED BOARD
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF HEARING ON NAME 
CHANGE
MONTANA 5TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY. CAUSE NO.: 
DV-29-2020-17. In the matter of the name 
change of TAMMIE TUMSUDEN, Petitioner
This is notice that Petitioner has asked the 
District Court for a change of name from 
TAMMIE LYNN TUMSUDEN to TAMMIE 
LYNN SALSTROM. 
The hearing will be on April 13, 2020 at 11:30 
a.m.. The hearing will be at the courthouse in 
Madison County. 
Date: March 3, 2020
Karen J. Miller
Clerk of District Court
/S/ Carmin Hill
Deputy Clerk of Court
(Pub. MARCH 12, 19, 26, APRIL 2, 2020) 
TUMSUDEN
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF QUIET TITLE ACTION 
Alanah Griffith Patrick Tillisch Griffith & 
Cummings, PC P.O. Box 160748 Big Sky, 
Montana 59716 (406) 624-3585 Alanah@
BigSkyMTlaw.com Patrick@BigSkyMTlaw.
com Attorneys for Plaintiff MONTANA FIFTH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, MADISON 
COUNTY BING FAMILY, LLC, Plaintiff vs. 
THE ESTATE OF CYNTHIA E. BING, et. 
al, Cause No. DV-29-2020-16 Bing Family, 
LLC, Plaintiff, has filed a quiet title action 
against The Estate of Cynthia E. Bing, 
Beardsley Stock Ranch, The Estate of 
Kathryn B. Prebensen, John D. and Sue 
Brack, Alicia and Ross Lingle, and other 
unknown claimants requesting that the Court 
enter an Order quieting title to the following 
real properties: A tract of land situated in 
the SW¼ of Section 36, Township 5 South 
of Range 1 East, P.M.M., Madison County, 
Montana, described as: Beginning at the 
Southeast corner of the tract of land hereby 
described, from which point the South 
Quarter Corner of Section 36, T5S of R1E, 

P.M.M., bears N89°58’E 923.4 feet distant; 
thence S89°58’W 600 feet to the Southwest 
corner of said Tract, which is identical with 
Corner No. 2 of Homestead Entry Survey 
No. 190; thence N15°07’E 834.90 feet to 
the Northwest corner of said Tract which is 
identical with Corner No. 3 of Homestead 
Entry Survey No. 190; thence N89°14’E 
370.70 feet, to the Northeast corner of 
said Tract; thence South 814.50 feet to the 
Southeast corner of said tract to the place of 
beginning, as previously described in Book 
180, page 530, records of Madison County, 
Montana. A tract of land situated in the SW¼ 
of Section 36, Township 5 South of Range 
1 East, P.M.M., Madison County, Montana, 
described as: Beginning at the Southwest 
corner of the tract of land being hereby 
described, from which point the South Quarter 
corner of Section 36, T5S R1E, P.M.M., 
bears N89°58’E 923.4 feet distant; thence 
North 449.50 feet to the Northwest corner of 
said tract; thence S85°46’20”E 541.88 feet, 
to the Northeast corner of said tract; thence 
S4°13’40”W 318.8 feet to the Southeast 
corner of said tract; thence West 193.75 feet 
to a point which is the Northwest corner of 
the H. J. Prebensen one-acre tract; thence 
South 100 feet to the Southwest corner of 
the H. J. Prebensen one-acre tract; thence 
S89°58’W 314.80 feet to the Southwest 
corner of the Bing-Hall Tract, to the place of 
beginning, as previously described in Book 
184, page 422, records of Madison County, 
Montana. That certain tract of land being a 
portion of Homestead Entry Survey 190, 
which lies South of the Center of Jack Creek 
situated in Section 36, Township 5 South, 
Range 1 East, P.M.M., Madison County, 
Montana, more particularly described as 
follows: Beginning at the Southeast Corner 
No. 1 of the parcel of land hereby described, 
from which point the South Quarter corner 
of Section 36, Township 5 South, Range 1 
East, P.M.M., bears S37°50’W 1330.00 feet 
distance, thence N22°04’E 100.90 feet to 
Corner No. 2 in the center of Jack Creek; 
thence N50°46’W 84.90 feet to Corner 
No. 3, in the center of Jack Creek; thence 
N65°55’W, 47.50 feet to Corner No. 4 in 
the center of Jack Creek; thence N79°32’W 
148.59 feet to Corner No. 5 in the center of 
Jack Creek; thence S79°58’W 128.20 feet 
to Corner No. 6 in the center of Jack Creek; 
thence N81°45’W 143.17 feet to Corner 
No. 7 in the center of Jack Creek; thence 
S33°33’W 125.40 feet to Corner No. 8, 
thence S86°39’E 331.92 feet to Corner No. 
9, thence S79°23’E 226.60 feet, to Corner 
No. 1, the place of beginning. As previously 
described in Book 204, page 495, [said tract 
is labeled as “Bing/Beardsley Bk. 328, pg. 
434” tract on Certificate of Survey filed in 
Book 7 of Surveys, page 1361, records of 
Madison County, Montana]. No hearing has 
been set in this matter. Objections may be 
filed with the Court by any person who can 
show good reasons why title should not be 
vested in Plaintiff.
(Pub. MARCH 12, 19, 26, 2020) 
GC
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
UPDATED: The Madison Conservation 
District will revise natural streambed and 
land preservation act rules governing 
the administration of the district’s stream 
permitting program. The revision will include 
changing the time frame for an applicant to 
appeal a Board’s decision from 15 days to 
30 days per HB383 that become law during 
the 2019 legislative session. A public hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, April 21st at 6:30pm 
at the Ennis Public Library or via conference 
call to provide an opportunity to present 
views and submit written comments on the 
proposed rules. Copies of the draft rules 
are available by contacting the district at 
info@madisoncd.org or 406-682-3181. The 
monthly meeting will follow the public hearing 
that evening. Please contact the office for a 
call-in number. (Pub. MARCH 19, 26, APRIL 
2, 9, 2020) 
MCD
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF CLOSE OF REGULAR 
VOTER REGISTRATION 
AND OPTION FOR LATE 
REGISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that regular* 
registration for the Madison County School 
and Special District Elections scheduled for 
May 5, 2020 will close at 5:00 p.m., April 
6, 2020. *NOTE: If you miss this regular 
registration deadline, you may still register 
and vote by appearing in person at the 
county election office at 103 W. Wallace, 
Virginia City, up to and including on Election 
Day. You may complete and submit a voter 
registration card, but you will need to return 
to the local election office on Election Day to 
pick up and vote a ballot. If these Elections 
are held, they will be conducted by MAIL 
ONLY. No polling places will be available. 
All active and inactive**electors Madison 
County, are entitled to vote at said election. 
However, Inactive voters will not receive a 
ballot in the mail. ** **Inactive electors may 
reactivate by appearing at the Election Office 
in order to vote, by requesting an absentee 
ballot in any election, or by notifying the 
County Election Administrator in writing of 
the elector’s current address in the county. 
Persons who wish to register and who are not 
presently registered may do so by requesting 
a form for registration by mail or by appearing 
at the county election office in Virginia City. 
If you have moved, please update your 
registration information by filling out a new 
voter registration card and submitting it to the 
county election office. 
DATED this 11th of March, 2020 
Madison County 
/s/ Kathleen D. Mumme, 
Election Administrator
(Pub. MARCH 19, 26, APRIL 2, 2020) 
MC C&R
MNAXLP

TRUSTEE POSITIONS FOR ENNIS 
SCHOOLS 
Ennis School District 52 is currently seeking 
one trustee for a three-year term. Anyone 
qualified for and interested in running for this 
position may pick up a petition from Ginger 
Martello at Ennis High School. Petition 
must be turned in at the Ennis School 
District Clerk’s office prior to 4 p.m. March 
26, 2020. No candidate may appear on the 

ballot unless he or she meets this deadline. 
If you have any questions about the trustee 
position, please call Superintendent Casey 
Klasna at 682-4258.
(Pub. MARCH 19, 26, 2020) 
ENNIS SCHOOLS
MNAXLP

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
PREPARATION of CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN and GROWTH 
POLICY for SHERIDAN, MONTANA The 
Town of Sheridan has received notice of 
the award of Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds in the amount of 
$30,000 from the Montana Department of 
Commerce. Total project cost is budgeted at 
$40,000. The Town of Sheridan is soliciting 
proposals from qualified individuals and 
consulting firms to develop a Growth 
Policy and Capital Improvement Plan in 
accordance with all the requirements of 
Montana state law. This includes holding 
and facilitating several public hearings 
and additional meetings as necessary in 
Sheridan. Requests for information and/or 

copies of the detailed Request for Proposals 
(RFP) can be obtained by contacting the 
Town of Sheridan at 406-842-5431 and/or 
PO Box 78, 103 E. Hamilton St., Sheridan, 
MT 59749. The Town of Sheridan’s RFP 
includes a description of the services to 
be provided by respondents; the minimum 
content of the responses; and the factors 
to be used to evaluate the responses. 
Consistent with Section 3 of the Housing 
and Community Development Act of 1968, 
CDBG regulations governing the grant 
require that to the greatest extent feasible, 
opportunities for training and employment 
arising in connection with this CDBG-
assisted project will be extended to local 
lower-income residents. Further, to the 
greatest extent feasible, business concerns 
located in or substantially owned by 
residents of the project area will be utilized. 
Disadvantaged business enterprises 
(DBE’s) are encouraged to apply. All 
responses to the Town of Sheridan’s RFP 
must be received by 2:00 PM on April 10, 
2020.
(Pub. MARCH 26, APRIL 2, 2020) 

TOWN OF SHERIDAN
MNAXLP

INVITATION TO BID
ALDER SCHOOL DISTRICT #2 Insulation 
of Buildings Notice is hereby given that the 
Alder School District will receive bids until 
noon on April 10th, 2020. The bid will be for 
the application of DryVit® Outsulation on our 
two (2) school buildings. We are asking for 
2” insulation board and skim coat finish on 
approximately 5,000 square feet of exterior 
wall surface. Applicant must have experience 
with the DryVit® product. For details and 
specifications on this project or to schedule 
a walk through, contact Board Chairman, 
Wayne Baker at 406-596-1186 or 406-842-
7227. The Board of Trustees reserves the 
right to reject any and all bid proposals, and 
waive any irregularities or informalities.
 (Pub. MARCH 26, 2020) 
ALDER SCHOOL
MNAXLP

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models
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Clinic  |  Emergency Care  |  Radiology 
Pediatrics  |  Rehabilitation

CLINIC  Walk-ins Welcome

EMERGENCY CARE   
Open 24 Hours a Day/Year Round

305 N. Main • Ennis, MT 59729 
MVMEDCENTER.ORG

Expert Care  
Small Town Compassion

columns
More

A WORD FROM 
THE BETTER 

BUSINESS 
BUREAU   

Financial 
help for small 

businesses
In these chaotic, 

confusing times, 
one thing is crystal 
clear for business-
es. They need help. 
And they need it 
now. 

In a recent news con-
ference, President Trump 
indicated he will funnel an 
additional $50 billion to the 
U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration to help businesses 
impacted by coronavirus. 
Those low-interest loan 
funds will be divvied among 
businesses in impacted states 
and territories, according to 
the SBA. 

Additionally, the SBA is 
offering designated states 
and territories low-interest 
federal disaster loans for 
working capital to small 
businesses “suffering sub-
stantial economic injury as 
a result of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19),” according to 
the SBA. The loans are called 
Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans (aka EIDLs or working 
capital loans). Government 
officials have indicated they 
will expedite the processing 
and payouts of these loans 
to help businesses as soon as 
possible. 

These working capital 
loans can be used to pay 
fixed debts, payroll, accounts 
payable, and “other bills that 
could have been paid had 
the disaster not occurred,” 
according to the SBA. The 
EIDLs are not intended to 
replace lost sales or profit. 

Both businesses and non-
profits may apply for a di-
saster loan up to $2 million. 
Loan terms are up to 30 years 
with a 2.75% interest rate 
for nonprofits and a 3.75% 
interest rate for small busi-
nesses. Eligibility is based on 
a business’s size and financial 
resources. Collateral is not 
required for loans $25,000 
or below. Specific loan terms 
are determined on a case-by-
case basis and based upon 
each borrower’s ability to 
repay.

There is no cost to apply 
for an SBA Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan. EIDL funds 

come directly from the U.S. 
Treasury, not a bank.  

Here is the basic criterion 
the SBA will consider when 
granting Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans: 

• Credit History – Ap-
plicants must have a credit 
history acceptable to SBA. 

• Repayment –SBA must 
determine that the applicant 
business has the ability to 
repay the SBA loan. 

• Eligibility – the appli-
cant business must be phys-
ically located in a declared 
county or state and suffered 
working capital losses due to 
the declared disaster, not due 
to a downturn in the econo-
my or other reasons.

 Locally, many BBB part-
ner organizations, like the 
Prospera Business Network 
in Bozeman, help businesses 
apply for SBA loans. Suzi 
Berget White, Business 
Development Director of 
Prospera, says typically it 
can take months for disaster 
loans to be paid out, so it’s 
important that business-
es think ahead as much as 
possible. If your business will 
need financial help because 
of the Coronavirus pandem-
ic, do not wait to apply. 

Here’s how to apply for 
an SBA Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan: 

• Online using the 
Electronic Loan Applica-
tion (ELA) via SBA’s secure 
website at https://disaster-
loan.sba.gov/ela. Tip: Keep 
your password. It cannot be 
reset. This is the fastest way 
to apply. 

• Call 1-800-659-2955 
• Email disastercustomer-

service@sba.gov.

More information is 
available at  www.sba.gov/
disaster. 

Additionally, your Better 
Business Bureau is working 
hard to connect businesses 
with these funds to keep 
them afloat and solvent. We 
have many other resources 
to help businesses cope with 
COVID-19 at trust-bbb.org/
coronavirus. Check back of-
ten for updated information, 
help and hope during these 
trying times. 

Submitted by Hannah Stiff
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
“In a day such as this, when the 
tempests of trials and tribulations 

have encompassed the world, and 
fear and trembling have agitated the 

planet, ye must rise above the horizon 
of firmness and steadfastness with 
illumined faces and radiant brows in 

such wise that, God willing, the gloom of 
fear and consternation may be entirely 
obliterated, and the light of assurance 
may dawn above the manifest horizon 

and shine resplendently.” et

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street 

Ennis Senior Center – Closed Dine-in & Activities
TAKE OUT PICK-UP: M-F NOON TO 1:00 P.M. 
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours 

in advance: 682-4422 
or  www.ennisseniorcenter.org  
MOW delivery area expanded: 

S to Cameron .W to Virginia City .N to McAllister .E 
to lower Jeffers

Thursday, March 26 – Chicken Noodle Soup, Salad,
Croissant, Dessert
Friday, March 27 – Shrimp Louie Salad, Roll, Dessert
Monday March 30  – Chicken & Cheese Quesadilla, 
Salad, Dessert
Tuesday, March 31 – Ravioli Alfredo, Veggies, 
Garlic Bread, Dessert
Wednesday, April 1– Ham & Bean Soup, Cornbread,
Dessert
Thursday, April 2 – Meatloaf, Mashers, Veggies, 
Dessert
Friday, April 3 – Shrimp Tacos, Bean Salad, Fruit, 
Dessert

We may also need additional volunteers to deliver meals, 
call the senior center or send email to 

ennis.seniorcenter@gmail.com.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or 

Jim 842-5573 for more information.

SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior 
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered 

for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 

10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot 
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. Fresh home baked bread served 
with each meal. Activities: Monday is Bingo with Gayle;

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles; 
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - 

Each last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

HOLLOW TOP SENIOR CITIZENS
Pony, Harrison and Norris. The Hollow Top Seniors meet 
at the Senior Citizen Center in Pony every Monday and 

Wednesday at noon. Call 685-3323 for more information.

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

Laurin

at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s

· Our obituaries 
are FREE up to 450 
words. (25¢ for each 
word after 450)

· We offer 20% off 
non-profit advertis-
ing

· Lost and Found classifieds 
are FREE!682-7755

LENTEN BREAKFAST 
SCHEDULE

BREAKFAST SERVED EACH 
WEDNESDAY AT 7 A.M.

MARCH 4:
M.V. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

MARCH 11:
M.V. BAPTIST CHURCE

MARCH 18:
ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
MARCH 25:

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
APRIL 1:

ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH

Contact your place of worship for 
current guidelines.

Contact for 
current updates.
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If you would like to post an 
event on our events website, 

outpostevents.net

Your partner in 
community.  

682-7755

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

closed 
until further noticeuntil further notice
Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis

EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

WWee  wwiillll  kkeeeepp  
yyoouu  uuppddaatteedd  aass  
tthhiinnggss  cchhaannggee..JONNY APPLESEED JONNY APPLESEED 

STARTER PLANTS 
FOR SALE!

All Heirloom.

LOCATED IN NORRIS.

TEXT 406-404-5562

We are all finding new ways to connect and meet. 
Please share yours with us at outpostevents.net so we can 

keep connecting.

At this time, The Board of Madison County 
Commissioners Meeting will be using Webex.  The link to 

the upcoming meetings will be at: 
https://madisoncountymt.gov/424/PublicLegal-Notices

Weekly meetings will take place Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.b

• GoToMeeting
• Zoom
• Webex
• Conference calls
• Facebook Live

Some remote meeting options: 

Have something 
you would like 

updated or know 
someone who 
may benefit? 

Email connect@
madisoniannews.

com to get in 
touch.

ENNIS
Restaurants
Alley Bistro—open Tuesday-Sunday for 
takeout. Use the takeout window adja-
cent to takeout parking. Lunch from 11 
am till 2 pm, dinner from 4 pm till 8 pm. 
App available for orders. 406-682-5694. 
https://alleybistro.com

Burnt Tree Brewing—closed, growler 
fills on Sunday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 3 pm till 7 pm. 406-682-5552

Ennis Pharmacy and Yesterday’s Soda 
Fountain—open daily from 6 am till 
3 pm. Delivery, takeout and curbside 
delivery offered. 406-682-4246

Ennis Senior Center—Meals on Wheels 

can deliver to McAllister, Ennis, Jeffers 
Flats, south to Blue Moon Saloon, Shin-
ing Mountains Subdivision, Virginia City 
Ranches and Virginia City. Call 406-682-
4422 or order online at ennisseniorcen-
ter.org, preferably a day ahead.

Gravel Bar—open 12 pm till 6 pm with a 
menu changing daily. Take out offered 
with credit card only. 406-682-5553. 
http://www.gravelbarmt.com

Nacho Mama’s—open Monday through 
Saturday 11 am till 3 pm. No delivery or 
curbside takeout. 406-682-4006

Tavern 287—open and offering curbside 
takeout. Daily specials are published on 
Facebook. 406-682-7287

McAllister Inn—closed

Sportsman’s Lodge—open for takeout 
12 pm- 8pm, Thursdays-Mondays. Curb-
side pickup available. Menu available at 
sportsmanslodgemt.com. 406-682-4242.

Businesses
Blue Sky Cleaning—closed. 813-767-4198

Ennis Fish Bowl—closed. 406-682-7406

Ennis Physical Therapy—call for ap-
pointments. 406-682-3112

Ennis Trading Post—open. 406-682-4329

Ennis True Value—open Monday 
through Saturday from 8 am to 6 pm. 
Sunday from 9 am to 4 pm. 406-682-4015

Ennis Veterinary Hospital—People 
not allowed inside hospital. Food and 
medications are available for delivery 
and team members will collect pets at 
curbside for appointments. Boarding 
and grooming still offered. 406-682-7151

Finish Factory—open. 406-570-5404

First Interstate Bank—open Monday 
through Friday 7:30 a.m. until 5:30 
p.m. at drive up only. Safe deposit box 
accessed by appointment. Notary access 
by appointment. Call for CD’s maturing. 
Visit the website for new accounts and 
loan payments. 406-682-3124. https://
firstinterstatebank.com

Gossack Creative—open. Available for 
online menus for stores. Discounts on 
menu design for businesses. https://
www.gossackcreative.com

Lateral Electrical Services—open for 
electrical service and maintenance trou-
bleshooting, 24/7. 406-595-2915

Madison Foods—open. Full service gro-
cery store. Delivery and curbside pickup 
available. 406-682-4306

Madison River Propane—Open 8 am till 
4:30 p.m. 406-682-7001

Madison Theater—closed. 406-682-4023

Madison Valley Plumbing—open. 406-
682-7913

Magic Mirror—closed. 406-682-4700

VIRGINIA CITY
Restaurants
Bob’s Place—open for take and bake. 
Email order by Tuesday of each week 
to kirkbelding@gmail.com and bdy-
namicspilates@gmail.com. Pizzas will 
be ready for pick up from 2 pm-4 pm 
on Thursdays. Deliveries available if 
needed. Cash, check or Venmo accepted. 
13’’ choices include cheese ($13), pepper-
oni ($15), pepperoni and sausage ($16) 
chicken alfredo ($19), greek ($19), classic 
combo ($19). Bake on oven rack at 450 
degrees for 10-15 minutes.

Businesses
Rank’s Mercantile—open 9 am-5:30 pm, 
Monday through Saturday.

SHERIDAN AND 
TWIN BRIDGES
Were not available at press time. Please 
email: connect@madisoniannews.com 
to help fill in our gaps.

The Madisonian/Lone 
Peak Lookout staff con-
vened on Zoom for our 
most recent meeting.

PHOTO BY ERIN LEONARD
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