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JetBlue to offer 
non-stop direct flights 

to the east coast
Testament to Bozeman Yellowstone 

International Airport success
By JANA BOUNDS 
reporter@lonepeaklookout.com 

By this mid-June, Bozeman Yel-
lowstone International Airport 
will offer daily direct flights to 

New York City as well as twice weekly 
direct flights to Boston via JetBlue. 

Venturing into the east coast market 
is a notable evolution for the airport. 

Airports in Montana are often 
regionally linked: Missoula is linked to 
the west coast, Billings to the south and 
Bozeman is primed to become the state’s 
east coast hub, Yellowstone Interna-
tional Airport manager Brian Sprenger 
explained.

In the late 90’s the airport was 
dwindling – airlines were pulling flights 
from the area, Sprenger said. Commu-
nity members rallied and incrementally, 
flights were gained and the airport was 
primed for a boon. Since 2000, it has 
become the fastest growing airport in 
Montana, the fastest growing in the 
northwest region of the U.S., the seventh 
fastest growing airport in the nation and 
the fastest growing of the 120 airports 
north of Dallas. 

What exists, he noted, is a symbiotic 

relationship between Gallatin Valley and 
Big Sky that is “different than most ski 
communities and one of the reasons for 
the success of our community.” 

While the community looks at low 
fares, the airlines look at profitability. 

“One round trip to New York can 
cost an airline $70,000. If they don’t fill 
the seats, they can lose a lot of money,” 
Sprenger said. 

Daryl Schliem, CEO/President of 
Bozeman Chamber of Commerce was 
primary in the negotiation with JetBlue. 
Risk mitigation or seat guarantees are 
a way for communities to convince a 
hesitant airline to offer additional flights 
to key areas. 

JetBlue’s daily flights to New York are 
offered with no risk mitigation, while the 
flights to Boston involve risk mitigation 
covered by community partners in the 
valley in the form of Gallatin Valley 
TBID – which is similar to Resort Tax, as 
well as on the mountain by Lone Moun-
tain Land Company, Big Sky Resort and 
the Yellowstone Club. 

Frank Acito, CFO of the Yellowstone 
Club also credited the “power of partner-
ship.” 

“This community has all come 
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MHSA proposals
Madison County impacts

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Eleven new proposals were 
voted on at the Montana High 
School Association meeting 
Jan. 20.

Schools across the state 
sent representatives to Billings 
for the annual meeting. Each 
school had one vote for each 
proposal. The majority wins. 
Some proposals will not affect 
Madison County schools either 
way, but others could have 
impacts.

MHAS proposed an excep-
tion for participating in school 
activities. A student has to be 
enrolled  20 hours a week and 

physically attend the school 
10 hours a week to participate 
with a MHSA member school. 
One proposal exempts students 
in transformational learning 
programs from the “bricks 
and mortar” requirement, and 
another proposal exempts home 
school students from having to 
spend 10 hours a week in regu-
lar attendance at the school. 

“I think it is important to 
have that interaction with the 
students,” Ennis School Athletic 
Director, Chris Hess said.

Changes in the legislature 
prompted the MHAS pro-
posal. Senate Bill 8 passed in 
the house and senate before 
Governor Steve Bullock vetoed 
it. The bill provided funding 
for schools who had outside 
students participating in their 
activity programs for 3 weeks 
or more. 

“From a law enforcement 
perspective, teachers are the 
biggest feelers,” Ennis Police 
Officer John Moore said.

Sheridan Schools had a dif-
ferent perspective on the pro-
posal, voting for the exemption. 

“We want those students in 
our doors, but we’re also look-
ing at the health of the student,” 
Sheridan Superintendent Mike 
Wetherbee said. “Participating 
in sports is better for the health 
of the kid.”

Arlee High School proposed 
to open eighth-grade partici-
pation to all high school sports 
except football. Currently, high 
schools can only use eighth 
graders for basketball, track 
and volleyball. Amendments to 
transfer rules were grouped in 
the proposal, making it easier 
for students transferring from 
one MSHA member school to 
another MSHA member school 
to participate in school activi-
ties. This would be extended to 
eighth graders who have been 
approved.

Small schools often have to 
co-op with larger schools or use 
eighth graders to fill their ros-
ters. MHSA has over 200 co-op 
teams, with 319 eighth graders 
approved to play in basketball 
and volleyball in the 2018-2019 
school year. 

While Ennis and Sheridan 

voted for the proposal, Harri-
son and Twin Bridges Schools 
voted against it. Harrison did 
not want to ban eighth graders 
from participating in football.

“Leave it up to the local 
school boards,” Harrison 
School Superintendent Fred 
Hofman said. “They know 
them [the students] better than 
anyone.”

Other proposals that 
received mixed support from 
Madison County schools in-
cluded making co-op schools 
bear the cost of additional 
trophies, not providing trophies 
for the loser in football and soc-
cer semi-final games, removing 
the losing-bracket in volleyball 
tournaments and allowing golf 
coaches to coach on the green.

Madison County schools 
agreed – with differing levels of 
interest – on allowing players to 
wear warm-up jerseys pur-
chased by the school or booster 
club, specifying penalties for 
coaches who violate the re-
cruiting rule, and adding girls’ 
wresting and boys’ powerlifting 
to the MHSA sanctioned sports.

Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport manager-
Brian Sprenger addressed the media at a recent press 
conference announcing new direct flights to the east 
coast by JetBlue. PHOTO BY JANA BOUNDS

Murder in Dillon
Three suspects arrested

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Dillon Police offi-
cers found Larry 
Coon, 49, dead in 

his home Jan. 11.
Recent Sheridan High 

School graduate, 19-year-
old Sandy Rose Moore, 
was arrested at the Dillon 
residence where she and 
Coon lived. Moore is charged 
with deliberate homicide. 
Christine Vanduinen, 23, and 
Kerry “Sam” Johnson, 56, are 
charged with obstruction of 
justice felonies. 

Johnson prompted a 
welfare check on Coon, after 
reporting to police that he be-
lieved Coon was dead in the 
Thomsen Avenue residence. 
Coon’s girlfriend, Moore, 
opened the front door to a 
Dillon police officer asking 
about Coon’s whereabouts. 

According to court docu-
ments, Moore said that Coon 
was on a walk, calming down 
from an argument. She was 
reluctant to let the officer 
into the house but gave him 

permission after being told a 
search warrant would be the 
other option. 

Two Dillon police offi-
cers identified Coon’s body 
wedged in between the 
washer and dryer. A bed 
sheet was draped over the 
space in an effort to conceal 
the body. According to court 
documents, Moore said that 
she did not know the body 
was there because she had not 
done laundry that day. Moore 
was arrested and taken to 
the Beaverhead Detention 
Facility. 

According to Johnson’s 
affidavit, Johnson went to 
the Dillon Police Department 
after Moore was arrested. 
He told Chief of Police Don 
Guiberson that his DNA 
would be on the washer and 
dryer because he had worked 
on the  machines two days 
prior to the police finding 
Coon’s body. Johnson also 
gave Guiberson Coon’s wallet, 
saying that Vanduinen had 
given it to him.

Madison County’s Judicial 
District Court judge, Luke 

Madison County 
highway death
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Young boy on 287
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

It was a dark night on U.S. Highway 287 in Madison Coun-
ty. 

David Reeves, a fourth grader at Harrison School, died in a 
car accident Jan. 16.

Powder from the airbags filled the cab as Warren Reeves 
reached for his two boys, David, 9, and Logan, 12. David was 
strapped in the middle seat and Logan was in the passenger 
seat. An elk on the road had brought the truck to a halt, its 
hood bent, and engine blown from the impact. Clouds covered 
the partial moon as elk herds swarmed the Armitage Flats near 
Cameron. Lights of a semi-trailer approached the disabled 
truck from behind.

West Yellowstone hosted the junior high basketball game 
against the Harrison Wildcats Thursday night. Logan is a sixth 
grader on the Wildcats. Harrison players loaded into family 
cars after the game for the trip home through the Madison Val-
ley. West Yellowstone sits on the south edge of the valley and 
Harrison nears the northern border. The 1.5-hour trip usually 
takes longer as cars drive with caution when cold temperatures 
push thousands of elk low into the valley. 

The Reeves truck was traveling on U.S. Highway 287, when 
about halfway to Harrison – northbound, near mile marker 24 
– the Reeves’ truck slammed into an elk. 

Warren left the truck to wave down the oncoming 
semi-trailer. The two boys sat in the cab. According to Toni 
Kantorowicz, her grandson, Logan, saw the truck almost hit 
Warren. Logan told his grandmother that they were exiting the 
truck when the semi-trailer crashed into the right rear side of 
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COURTS
Sheridan man convicted

A Madison County jury 
found Brenton Daniel Brown 
guilty of two felonies, sexual 
abuse of a child and endangering 
the welfare of a child, Jan. 14. 

Brown’s charges originated 
from text messages he sent to a 
15-year-old girl Aug. 17, 2018. 
Madison County’s Judicial 
District Court ordered the 
Department of Adult Probation 
and Parole to do a presentence 
investigation and a psychosexual 
evaluation before sentencing 
Brown.

Witness testimony and 
photos of the text message 
were presented in the two-day 
trial Footage from the Madison 
County officer who took the 
complaint and arrested Brown 

was also presented to the jury. 
According to court doc-

uments, Brown was found 
guilty of enticing, persuading, 
facilitating or arranging for a 
15-year-old girl to travel to the 
“Hot Pots” for the purpose of 
engaging in sexual conduct. 
The maximum sentencing for a 
conviction of child sexual abuse 
is life imprisonment or in the 
state prison for no less than four 
years, and fines cannot exceed 
$10,000. 

The jury found that Brown 
was guilty of endangering the 
welfare of a child because he 
promoted or encouraged a 
15-year-old to abandon her 
residence without parental or 
guardian consent. He encour-
aged the girl to join him at the 
“Hot Pots” and instructed her 

not to discuss it with her mother, 
according to court documents. 

Brown’s bond remains at 
the posted $25,000. He may not 
leave Montana without prior 
permission from the court. 
His bond also specifies that he 
cannot be in a bar nor have un-
supervised contact with a youth 
under the age of 16.

Harrison Post Office break in: 
Suspect #2 

River Gene Fortney of 
Livingston pleaded not guilty to 
burglary, a felony, theft under 
$5,000, a felony, and criminal 
mischief, a misdemeanor. 

The three charges brought 
against Fortney in Madison 
County’s Judicial District Court 
Jan. 13 are in connection to a 

break in at the Harrison Post 
Office. According to court 
documents, an old-time friend 
of Fortney’s, Randolph F. Taylor, 
is another suspect in the June 
16, 2019 break in. Taylor pleaded 
not guilty to similar charges in 
December. 

Taylor and Fortney told 
law enforcement two different 
accounts of the night. Accord-
ing to the affidavit, Fortney 
claimed to be passed out in 
Taylor’s Harrison house, when 
Taylor allegedly broke into the 
locked area of the Harrison Post 
Office and stole an estimated 
of $2,201.63 in personal items 
and packages. Taylor claimed to 
have been at the post office while 
Fortney allegedly conducted the 
burglary and theft, but did not 
participate.

together, both down here in the 
valley and up on the mountain,” 
he said at a press conference held 
at the airport. 

Of 16 new flights in the last 
15 years, only five have had to 
have a commitment from the 
community or resorts, Sprenger 
said – in fact, most are quickly 
profitable. 

A prime example: Initially, 
JetBlue approached Bozeman 
Yellowstone International Air-
port for a flight to the west coast. 
One year later, they are ventur-
ing east. 

Visit Big Sky, functioning 
under the umbrella of Big Sky 
Chamber, is on board to help 
market those flights. 

“Additional direct flights 
from major east coast cities is 
a huge win for Big Sky and the 
greater Gallatin Community. 
We are one of the best served 
small community airports in the 
nation so we are very, very for-
tunate,” Big Sky Chamber CEO 
Candace Carr Strauss said. 

Sprenger broke down the 
types of passengers using the 
airport: 39.4% live in the area, 

36% are flying for non tourism 
reasons, 10.7% are flying for 
winter tourism, and summer 
tourism accounts for 13.9%. 

Making world travel more 
available to the people of 
Southwest Montana has been a 
priority for the airport. 

Big Sky resident Rebecca 
Winslow said she is thrilled at 
the new flights to the east coast. 
The headache of running to 
catch a connection while travel-
ling with a child or getting stuck 
in Denver or another hub are 
factors that made her hesitant 

to venture to see her family in 
Vermont. Direct flights will 
allow her to see her family more 
frequently. A direct flight to 
New York or Boston and a train 
trip north seems like a dream to 
her, she said. 

“The more airlines flying to a 
destination, fares go down. That 
is starting to happen in Boze-
man. We are seeing that next 
evolution of service where there 
are more choices in a non-stop 
market than we have ever seen 
before,” Sprenger said.

Berger, signed a search warrant 
for Coon’s house and all of its 
contents for evidence collec-
tion. According to Moore’s af-
fidavit, 21 articles of evidence 
were gathered from the house 
Jan. 12, including a white met-
al cart that is believed to have 
been used to move the body 
and an electrical cord that is 
consistent with the ligature 
marks around Coon’s neck. 

According to Johnson’s and 
Vanduinen’s affidavit, both 
were at Coon’s house with 
Moore over the previous two 
days. One of Coon’s neighbors 

collaborated Johnson’s and 
Vanduinen’s presence at the 
house. Johnson’s yellow Chev-
rolet had blocked her parking 
spot on Jan. 9, and she saw his 
truck parked in the resident 
parking lot the next night. 

Dillon police officers went 
to Johnson’s house for Van-
duinen. She was arrested for a 
probation pickup and held Jan. 
11. The Montana Department 
of Probation and Parole re-
quired Vanduinen to provide a 
urine sample upon arrest. She 
tested positive for metham-
phetamine and amphetamine. 

According to court docu-
ments, Vanduinen told officers 
that Moore confessed to her 
about killing Coon and gave 
her Coon’s wallet Jan. 9. She 
also told officers that Moore 
was bragging about getting 
away with a previous murder 
in Sheridan.  

According to Johnson’s 
affidavit, Vanduinen told offi-
cers in another interview that 
she believed Johnson used a 
small cart in the house to help 
Moore move Coon’s body. 

Two other people who came 
in contact with Vanduinen, 

Moore and Johnson within 48 
hours of the Coon’s death were 
interviewed Jan. 12. Accord-
ing to court documents, one 
of the interviewees showed 
the officer text messages from 
Johnson that he said were 
strange. Johnson was arrested 
Jan. 12.

Moore’s and Vanduinen’s 
bonds were set at $200,000 
each, and Johnson’s bond was 
set at $100,000. The Dillon Po-
lice Department and the Mon-
tana Department of Justice 
are conducting the ongoing 
investigation.

MURDER continued FROM A1

HIGHWAY  continued FROM A1

the truck. 
Logan left from the pas-

senger side and David was not 
with him. Warren’s truck skirt-
ed off the road into a drainage 
ditch. David was in the road. 

Families on the same trip 
home from the basketball 
game were the first ones to 
encounter the accident. Several 
recall seeing the truck’s cab 
lights and f lashers illuminated 

against the fence. But the fully 
loaded semi-trailer did not see 
the truck in time to turn out of 
the way. 

The Ennis Ambulance Ser-
vice was at David’s side when 

Kantorowicz came over to help 
her grandson. 

“There was nothing I could 
do,” Kantorowicz said. “I had 
my emergency gear and every-
thing.”

682-7755

· Our obituaries are FREE up to 450 words. (25¢ for  
  each word after 450)

· We offer 20% off non-profit advertising

· Lost and Found classifieds are FREE!
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SCHOOL BOARD ROUNDUP
alder  SCHOOL

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Backpack Buddies, an inde-
pendent project, began as an 
Ennis schoolteacher reached 
out to Chris Gentry of Madi-
son Foods, concerned about a 
student. “I guess it all started 
with a kid that put they wanted 
food on their letter to Santa,” 
Gentry said.

“We just started watching 
and keeping track of if we think 
that kids are hungry,” an Ennis 
schoolteacher said. 

A few teachers and Gentry 
joined together and came up 
with the idea of filling back-
packs with food for families in 
need. Madison Foods set up a 
donation account anyone can 
monetarily support at any time. 
Similar to a wedding registry, 
the general account is used to 
get specific items, but different 
in the way it keeps kids’ identi-
ties anonymous. 

Teachers will use account 
money, also made up of their 
and Madison Food’s own contri-
butions, to purchase appropriate 
food items depending on family 
needs. After some discussion, 
instead of providing an actual 

backpack for the recipients, 
teachers will fill a student’s per-
sonal backpack with food items 
to keep the process discreet.

Gentry was unaware this was 
even a problem in town. “It’s 
really sad that this is happening 
in our community. I’m glad that 
we’re able to help,” she said. The 
response from the community 
has been encouraging. From do-
nations already made, it seems 
others are worried, too.

Madison Foods’ ability to just 
set up this account is a benefit 
of living in a small area. It keeps 
things private and personal 
for families and provides some 

comfort from familiar faces 
and their concern. “People can 
be so judgemental and it’s not 
about the judgement, it’s about 
empathy and compassion,” 
Gentry said.

At the end of the day, it is 
about helping students succeed, 
an essential teacher role. “The 
last thing you want to do is 
study when you’re hungry,” the 
schoolteacher said.

Gentry hopes to continue the 
program into the summer in 
some way. Madison Foods also 
has accounts set up for families 
affected by the recent home 
fires, a drop box to come.

BACKPACK BUDDIESBACKPACK BUDDIES
“The last thing you want to do is study when “The last thing you want to do is study when 

you’re hungry,” the schoolteacher said.you’re hungry,” the schoolteacher said.

Those wishing to make a donation can drop by Madison Foods. 
Any cashier is able to add donations into the accounts. IMAGE 
COURTESY OF CHRIS GENTRY

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  R a n c h  &  R e c R e a t i o n a l 
R e a l  e s ta t e 

(406) 682-3363  |  105 E MAIN STREET. ENNIS, MT 59729
WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

“You don’t just buy a property in Montana, you purchase a lifestyle”

Real Estate is a local market and statistics 
can vary widely from location to location.  
Looking at the general statistics, as provided 
by Big Sky MLS, we determined the following:

MADISON VALLEY and SURROUNDING AREA

• 21 In Town Ennis Homes SOLD for an average of $273,029 
(not inclusive of 2 sales)
• 58 Madison Valley Homes SOLD for an average of $440,115
• 1 Home sold in Harrison
• As of 1/15/2020 there are only 51 homes for sale in the 
Madison Valley – 7MM designation on the MLS
• 137 +/- Bare land parcels SOLD in the Madison Valley in 
2019 – an increase of 21% from 2018 with a wide variety of 
pricing and each should be looked at individually.
• As of 01/15/2020 there are only 163 parcels of land listed – 
7MM designation on MLS

RUBY VALLEY and SURROUNDING AREA

• There were 34 Homes SOLD in the Ruby Valley – most 
between $100,000 to $300,000
• There were 4 homes SOLD in Virginia City at an average of 
$240,000, 1 in Harrison, and 1 in Whitehall.
• As of 1/15/2020 there are only 14 homes for sale in the 
Ruby Valley – 7MR designation on the MLS.
 • There were 23 Bare land parcels SOLD in the Ruby Valley 
area and again with a wide range of pricing depending on 
location and acreage.
•As of 01/15/2020 there are only 46 parcels of land listed – 
7MR designation on MLS

What does this mean to you?  

If you are thinking of selling then consider listing soon.  
Interest rates continue to be low which allows more buyers 
in the market.  Inventory is low so there is less competition 
and the demand continues to be strong.  Contact your local 

REALTOR to do a market analysis specific to your property to 
help you determine fair market value.  Interview REALTORs and 
compare marketing programs from each agency and then hire 
a professional to assist you in reaching your goals.

If you are thinking of buying and need a loan then get 
preapproved now.  Low interest rates allow your dollars to go 
farther and often payments are less than you pay in rent.  It is 
also an ideal time to consider downsizing, purchasing a larger 
home, or finding an investment property.  Ownership will bring 
you the benefit from the current increasing market and your 
local REALTOR is here to simply this process.  ”Buy land….they 
aren’t making any more of it!!”  

WE NEED NEW LISTINGS!!

Thinking of Selling??  
Hayden Outdoors & our promise to you:

• National Exposure for your property includes
- Exposure on 1000+ syndicated Web Sites
- HaydenOutdoors.com has over 65,000 visitors/month
- Over 7,500 followers on social media
- 22,000 people get the opt-in Digital Newsletters per 
quarter
- RFD TV – “Life on the Land” with 2 million+ viewers
- Over 1 million print impressions per year
• Regional & Local Exposure for your property includes:
- Exposure to thousands of real estate agents on 3 MLSs
- Regional & local print advertising
- Professional Photography and Videography

* Drone Photography (when applicable)
* 3 D imaging of homes (when applicable)

- Local Social Media Exposure
- Neighbor letters/post cards via direct mail

Please call today for a full marketing plan and examples of 
what we can do for you!  Start with a FREE Market Analysis to 
determine the fair value of your property.  CALL US TODAY!!

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

Kristie
Vessey

Sales 
Associate 

(406) 580-1842

Brandy 
Hilton

Sales 
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Alder School Board’s January meeting: Driveways discussed
By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Alder School Board met on 

Monday, Jan. 13. Policy reviews 
were moved to next month to ac-
commodate more Board member 
participation.

A safety component, the 
school’s driveway was discussed. 
Superintendent Pam Birkeland ex-
plained drop-off and pickup can be 

unsafe due to the narrow driveway. 
With thoughts to make it wider 
in the future, the board plans to 
remind parents to be watchful and 

urged them to walk young students 
to the front door in the meantime.

Next month using a permissive 
levy for building insulation, among 

other things, will be discussed. The 
policy will be put in the Madisoni-
an as it comes closer to implemen-
tation.

ennis  SCHOOL

New bus for 
Ennis Schools, 

school board approves 
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Ennis School Board ap-
proved to purchase a new school 
bus Jan. 8.

It will replace the 2008 Varney 
route bus that has 72,000 miles. 
The money for the bus will come 
from the school’s bus depreciation 
fund, which is funded enough for 
three of these purchases. 

New stop-arm cameras, 
to better pick up license plate 
numbers, were added to the cost, 
totaling at $93,576. The board 
expects the bus to be ready for the 
next school year.

harrison SCHOOL

School Board election,
Harrison seat up for re-election

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

A seat on the Harrison 
School Board is up for re-elec-
tion. 

The deadline to apply for 
candidacy is March 24. Anyone 
interested in the seat should 
contact the school for a candi-

dacy form. The ballots will be 
mailed out and must be returned 
to the Madison County Clerk & 
Recorders Office by May 5. 

Term limits of Harrison’s 
three school board members are 
staggered. Each year a school 
board seat is available. There has 
not been a school board election 
in about three years because of 

the lack of candidates, according 
Superintendent Fred Hofman. 

The next in the rotation for 
reelection is Mark Homner’s. No 
candidates have applied for the 
seat yet, but it is too early in the 
process to expect otherwise.

“He’s [Homner] been a very 
good board member,” Hofman 
said. “So, I hope he turns one in.”

sheridan  SCHOOL

Strategic plan, Reflex Protect and 18-year-old students discussed
BY KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Sheridan School Board met on Jan. 14 to 
discuss the District’s strategic plan, the second 
reading of Ref lex Protect and a policy concerning 
students who turn 18 before the school year ends. 
More information about solar panels and Wood-
son Ranch property was also mentioned.

The school’s strategic plan includes student 
achievement and growth, positive school climate 
and co-curricular activities. Tuesday night’s 

focus was on the positive school climate element, 
and a short-term goal of reminding the public 
about the school’s bullying policy was addressed.

“We have a pretty good bullying policy that’s 
been defined by the state,” Superintendent Mike 
Wetherbee said.

The Ref lex Protect product, to be used in 
situations involving an aggressive individual or 
individuals, went through its second reading. By 
the end of the month, the product will be in place 
in classrooms. At the next meeting, the process of 
implementation will be reported to the Board.

More policies were read and one concerning 
students of legal age still in public school became 
the focus. Superintendent Wetherbee explained 
this as an issue that comes up each year. Each 
household manages the question differently. 

“I wanted the board to be aware of what the 
real policy said,” he said. After fine combing the 
policy, it was understood if a student is 18 and 
they live with their parents, their parents are 
considered their legal guardians and the school 
will view them as such.

After posted in three different places in 

the District and published in the Madisonian, 
the Woodson Ranch property disposal will be 
effective after a 14-day period. This property, 
the site of the former Robber’s Roost School, was 
transferred to the Sheridan School District in 
1948 when Robber’s Roost was abandoned. The 
Woodson Ranch property is owned by Ruby Hab-
itat Foundation Inc.

Solar panels, aided by a grant from North-
western Energy, will be installed once weather 
permits. 
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Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

opinion

obituaries
David Reeves

With deepest sorrow we 
announce that David William 
Reeves, age 9, our most beloved 
son, grandson, brother, family 
member and friend passed sud-

denly from a traffic accident on 
Thursday, Jan. 16, 2020.

Those who knew David, 
even just a little, lost a shining 
light in their lives. David was 
the kindest, most loving, and 
gentle young man anyone could 
hope to meet. He was an am-
bassador for fairness and had a 
gift for empathy toward others.

David loved camping with 
his family, singing, fishing, 
going to the lake, and spending 
time with his very large extend-
ed family. Since the time David 
was just a little bean he would 
sit with his dad and watch the 
Seahawks and the Seattle Mari-
ners - his favorite teams. David 
loved his community, especially 

the Harrison Wildcats, and was 
proud to be a part of them. He 
could move you and win your 
heart with his infectious smile 
and quick wit. Most important-
ly, David loved our Lord Jesus 
Christ, his church and God.

David will be missed ev-
eryday by his Father, Warren; 
his Mother, Kristi; brothers 
Logan and Elijah; Sister Sara; 
his grandparents Richard and 
Toni; his loving Aunts, Uncles, 
Cousins and many, many great 
friends.

David is now with our Lord 
and Savior and is loved here on 
earth as well as in heaven.

David’s favorite scripture 
verse John 3:16:

“For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.”

A gathering to celebrate 
the life of David with family, 
friends and the community will 
be held 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 26, 
2020 at the Harrison School, 
Harrison, Montana. If you have 
any Harrison Wildcat gear, 
please wear it as David would 
love the school spirit. If you do 
not, that’s okay too. Come as 
you are, this is not a black suit 
and tie kind of event.

We LOVE and MISS you so 
much Son.

Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame
Dear Editor,

I have attached a letter to the 
editor re the Mt Cowboy Hall of 
Fame Board of Directors having 
wasted nearly $1 million in tax-
payer & contribution funds and 
no one has been held to account. 

If we are to turn our heads 
regarding the MCHF Big Timber 
debacle, how then can we criti-
cize the waste and fraud that is 
prevalent in government today?

In view of the transgres-
sions of the MCHF Board in not 
conducting business in an open, 
transparent and credible man-
ner, I have sought a reorgani-
zation of the Montana Cowboy 
Hall of Fame Organization.

I attended the annual Meet-
ings, Feb. 2018 and Feb. 2019, at 
which time I proposed a reorga-

nization, however, no success.
It’s time for Montanans to 

act if we are to regain the trust 
and confidence that’s essential 
in unifying the people and 
allowing them to select the Mt 
Cowboy Hall of Fame & West-
ern Heritage Museum Site.

Here are the facts:
*  The MCHF Board wasted 

nearly $1 million, “We have 
nothing to show for it.”

*  The MCHF Board has lost 
the trust and support of Mon-
tanans.  

    The membership revenues 
have declined from its peak 
(before the news  of the       Big 
Timber Debacle)  at $41, 527 in 
2013 to  $13,633.99 in 2018.

* Board Member #’s had 
declined from 21 (before the Big 

Timber Debacle) to 12 mem-
bers by the Feb. 2019 Annual 
Meeting. 

Only 7 Board Members 
attended the Feb. 2019 Annual  
Meeting. 

* Trustees ??? – (last # I had 
was 91) Only a few were present 
at the 2019  Annual Meeting. 

Trustees were asked to stand 
at the Induction Ceremony, 
fewer than 12 stood up.

I have shared this Issue with 
the MT Dept of Justice, however 
at this juncture, I’m not confi-
dent of any action as there is the 
appearance that 

Politics could be involved – 
The MCHF President was a con-
tributor and supporter of MT 
Atty Gen Tim Fox, as well the 
Attorney for MCHF, who issued 
me a Cease and Desist Order 

(March, 2019) with a threat of a 
Defamation Suit, is a National 
Republican Committee Woman. 

They tried to shut me down, 
but I’m standing against the 
malfeasance of the board and 
the waste of taxpayer $’s and 
contributions. 

A reorganization of MCHF is 
the only way to unify Montan-
ans again and to regain trust & 
support.

Montanans have the right to 
know what has transpired. 

Thanks in advance for your 
help.

Cordially,
Bob Sivertsen                                

Havre                                             
MCHF Member, 

2013 MCHF Inductee

Dear Editor,

We wish to thank the editors of this growing wonderful newspaper in this our valley for their including Tom Elpel’s series tracing the 
journey of Lewis & Clark down the Missouri.  It is a weekly treat to follow his rugged trail and to read his comments on the natural world he 
observes along the way.  It is very well written with good photos, a truly professional job.  Keep up the good work!

Mike and Stephanie Becker
Harrison, MT

Fan of Tom Elpel's series

Elise Margurite “Margie” Edsall
August 24, 1930 to Friday, January 17, 2020

Elise Margurite “Margie” 
Edsall passed away peacefully 
at the Tobacco Root Moun-
tain Care Center in Sheridan, 
Montana on Friday, January 17, 
2020.  She was born in Coha-
gen, Montana to Elise and Reier 
Svenson, August 24, 1930. She 
was 89.

She was an excellent cook 
and seamstress but her favorite 
pastime was quilting and she 
will forever be remembered for 
her famous cinnamon rolls.  
She lived in Sheridan for over 

50 years where she and her 
husband raised their family 
and eventually retired.  She was 
an active member of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses with the congrega-
tion in Twin Bridges.

Margie was predeceased by 
her husband, Lowell, her son, 
Keith and her sister, Betty.  She 
is survived by two sons, Merle 
and Gordon; her daughter, Glo-
ria; many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; brothers 
Martin and Benjamin Svenson; 
sisters Lucine Haney and Ruth 

Sturtz; and other extended 
family members.

Cremation has taken place.  
A memorial will be held in 
the spring of 2020 and will be 
announced at a later date.

The family wants to express 
their gratitude to the Tobacco 
Root Mountain Care Center 
for the excellent care given to 
Margie during her time there.  
In lieu of f lowers memorials 
may be sent to TRMCC Aux-
iliary, 326 Madison, Sheridan, 
Montana 59749.

Lura Belle Pearson Milkovich
September 16, 1927 to January 16, 2020

A MONTANA STORY

“Hey teacher, where you 
going with those kids?”    

Those were the words yelled 

across the rippling waters of 
the  Musselshell River in South 
Central Montana on a Spring 
Day in 1945, by a charismatic, 
young Air Force veteran,  to an 
18 year old angelic, blue-eyed  
blonde, as she led her students, 
lined up like ducklings behind 
her, on a field trip along the 
banks of the Musselshell.  

With those words, an epic, 
improbable-- and wholly Mon-
tana-- love story, began.  A love 
story that came to an end-- or 
at least a new Chapter-- when 
Lura Belle Pearson Milkovich 
died in Ennis, Montana at 
12:10 a.m. on January 16, 2020, 
at the age of 92. In between, 
many mountains were climbed; 
many rivers crossed; many 
valleys  traversed. 

Lura Belle Pearson was 
born on  September 16, 1927, 
in Butte, Montana,  to Charles 
Warner Pearson, an accom-
plished Western Artist, and 
loyal friend of Charles M. Rus-
sell; and Mary Cusick Pearson 
who, accompanying judges, 
was reportedly the first white 
woman to traverse the Lewis 
and Clark Caverns; a Court 
Reporter who, in her heyday in 
the 1940s, knew every law-
yer in Montana; introduced a 
young Mike Mansfield around 
the courthouse before his 
election to the United States 
Senate; and was known for 
her willingness to shut down 
trials-- and lawyers, witnesses 
and Judges-- for the offense of 
talking over each other, a car-

dinal sin to court reporters. 
 Lura’s forebears were 

immigrants from France, 
Ireland, Wales and Sweden, 
who made their way West in 
the 19th Century on horse-
back, in wagons and on foot; 
her grandmother, Annie Belle 
Cutts, pushing a handcart 
westward with her belongings, 
as she walked across the Great 
Central Plain and into the 
Rockies.  Her maternal grand-
mother, Lura Domitille Filion 
Cusick, once rode on the lap of 
Calamity Jane in a stage coach. 
Both of her grandfathers, Cu-
sick and Pearson, fought in the 
Spanish American  War.   

From her earliest youth, 
Lura, raised in Butte, was a de-
vout Catholic Christian, deeply 

OBITS CONTINUED ON A6
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Your partner in community.  
682-7755

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

MADISON COUNTY 

D I S P AT C H
January 12, 2020

Threats were reported in Virginia 
City.

January 13, 2020

Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Sheridan.
Threats were reported in Harrison.
Theft was reported in Ennis.
A citizen was assisted in Sheridan.
Medical aid was administered in 
Ennis.
A disturbance was reported in 
Sheridan.

January 14, 2020

Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Silver Star.
Threats were reported in McAllister.
A welfare check was performed in 
Sheridan.
Theft was reported in Pony.

January 15, 2020

Medical aid was administered in 
Sheridan.

An animal complaint was reported in 
Cardwell.
Traffic complaints occurred in Norris 
and Ennis.
An accident occurred in Ennis.

January 16, 2020

Medical aid was administered in 
Sheridan.
Sexual assault was reported in the 
county.
Accidents occurred in Ennis, 
Cameron and Nevada City.
Medical aid was administered in 
Ennis.

January 17, 2020

An alarm was responded to in Twin 
Bridges.
A fire was responded to in Cardwell.
Citizens were assisted in Alder.
An accident occurred in Ennis.
Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Cameron.

January 18, 2020

Threats were reported in Sheridan.

In areas with low cell phone coverage, you can now text 911 in 
case of emergency.

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office responded 
to 59 calls for service from 
Jan. 12-18, 2020.

*Please note 
the new 
physical 
address for our 
office, 5 Placer 

Loop, Virginia City as of 
9/5/19.  Thank you!

406-682-4290 | www.eraarrow.com

843 MIRZA WAY

3 2 1,627

Toni Bowen 570-9233

$325,000 | MLS# 341724

Very attractive & comfortable home with large 
living/family room featuring an 18-ft wood 
cathedral ceiling. Sliding doors open onto 
concrete patio & nice back yard with great 
views. Open fl oor plan makes home very 
livable. Energy effi cient & low maintenance.Stay a week...or a lifetime®

BEAVERHEAD ESTATES ADDITION

KIDSNSNOW.ORGKIDSNSNOW.ORG

January 11-12, 2020January 11-12, 2020February 1-2, 2020
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Clinic  |  Emergency Care  |  Radiology  |  Pediatrics  |  Rehabilitation 

CLINIC  Walk-ins Welcome  |  EMERGENCY CARE  Open 24 Hours a Day/Year Round
305 N. Main • Ennis, MT 59729  |  MVMEDCENTER.ORG

Expert Care
Small Town Compassion

imbued with a love for Christ, 
and a reverence for  Mary and 
Joseph. 

United States District 
Court Judge James H. Baldwin, 
former United States District 
Attorney for Montana,  and a 
friend of her mother, became 
a mentor and surrogate father 
to young Lura. He  bought  
her books; guided her to fine 
literature; commended to her 
the works of Thomas Jefferson; 
instructed her that a judge 
must refrain from befriending 
any litigant-- and taught her to 
drive. 

On June 19, 1948, Lura mar-
ried Mark Milkovich, whom 
she met on the Banks of the 
Musselshell.  Mark was born 
in  1922, in  the coal mining 
community of Roundup and 
Klein, Montana, where Yugo-
slavs shoveled coal for 75 cents 
per ton.  Mark was  raised on a 
homestead ranch in Montana 
during the Drought of the  De-
pression.  Mark served in the 
U.S. Air Force, where he was a 
member in the Ferrying Com-
mand that transported bomb-
ers from Alaska to England 
and Russia, to fight the Ger-
man War Machine in World 
War II.    Mark then forged 
his own way for 50 years, as a 
trusted financial adviser and 
family friend  to generations of  
Montana farmers and ranchers, 
including those that befriend-
ed the Indians, inhabited the 
Bear Paw Mountains, started 
Montana ranches in the 19th 
Century, and owned the Land 
on which Chief Joseph had 
earlier surrendered.

Lura started her teaching 
career instructing grades 5 
through 8 in one room of a 2 
room school house, without a 
college degree, a War Era exi-
gency. She obtained her college 
degree later at the College of 
Great Falls; taught 3rd Grade 
for 10 years at Ennis Grade 
School; and taught another 
year without pay, to help chil-
dren with learning disabilities.  
Later, in her 50s, she attended 
College to successfully com-
plete instruction in Calculus.  

For years she volunteered in 
Head Start, to instruct needy 
Children. 

Lura began painting at an 
early age, recognized by her 
high school classmates for 
her artistic skill. Though she 
studied at the Art Institute of 
Chicago, she was largely self-
taught, studying the methods 
of European and American 
masters, inf luenced perhaps by 
her father’s western oil paint-
ings of Native Americans and 
Cowboys, and by Elizabeth 
Lochrie’s renowned portraits 
of Indian children.  A passion-
ate visual poet, she developed 
her own elegant style  of  West-
ern Art, authentic, nativist and 
impressionist, giving voice to  
crumbling barns, abandoned  
homesteads, weathered fences, 
wind worn grain silos, the 
falling down ranch buildings 
of an earlier time,  impassive 
mountains, implacable forests.  
Her paintings spoke  the  poet-
ry and nobility of the Moun-
tain West. 

 Her art now reposes in 
the homes of ranchers and 
farmers, in Montana and 
across America, who saw in 
her paintings their own lives 
and their own crumbling out 
buildings.  Her work is an 
eloquent commentary on the 
Montana life she lived,  and 
the land she loved. 

Perhaps her greatest 
educational and artistic 
achievements came in raising 
her children, inspiring her 
grandchildren.  Mark and 
Lura had 6 children: Mark 
Milkovich (Jan), Kay Robi-
son, Tom Milkovich (Anne), 
John Milkovich (Carola), 
Mary Kamp (Dick) and David 
Milkovich (Joan).  And 15 
grandchildren: Lori Oliver; 
Charles, Lura Roti, Wayne, 
Miles and Max Robison; 
Sam, Isabel and MaryRose 
Milkovich; Sarah Milkovich; 
Arianna and Johnny Kamp; 
Mark James, Jack David and 
Ali Milkovich.  And nine great 
grandchildren.

Teacher, Artist, Wife, 
Mother, Grandparent, Lura 

was a woman of quiet, gentle 
and indomitable strength, a 
fire-tempered  resolve to never 
give up. A courageous woman 
of unwavering morals.  Her 
Faith and Character demand-
ed that she hew her life to a 
Righteous Path.   Not given to 
greeting card bromides, her 
love language was her entire 
life, the life she spent serving 
her family and others: teaching 
timid children; making home-
made soup, bread and dozens 
of chocolate chip cookies; 
sewing clothes and crocheting 
jackets for her children; lis-
tening to dreams; challenging 
her children to generosity and 
integrity by her example.   A 
life large, and given away.  A 
life lived for others. As her 
granddaughter Sarah put it: 
“Your art is always magnifi-
cent, but your life is the most 
beautiful work of art.”

She spent much of the 
last days of her life, firmly 
gripping the hands of the 
love of her life, her husband 
of 71 years, the father of her 
children.  Who addressed love 
letters to her as “Van Gogh”; 
who asked her, in her final 
days, “How’s my girl?”; who 
wept, saying, “She’s the only 
one of her kind.”  

The only one that could 
stop her sometimes imperious 
husband with a glance.  The 
youthful blonde that once 
entranced him along the banks 
of the Musselshell. The girl 
whose beauty captured his 
heart. The girl whose love stole 
his heart. 

God painted a beautiful 
Sunrise over the Madison 
Range on the morning of Janu-
ary 16.  A tribute to His West-
ern Artist. His own Epilogue, 
Writ Large, to A Montana 
Story. 

A Celebration of Lura’s Life 
will be held Tuesday, January 
21, 6 p.m. at St. Patrick’s Cath-
olic Church in Ennis, Mon-
tana.  The Funeral Mass will be 
held Wednesday, January 22, at 
9 a.m., at St. Patrick’s.  A buri-
al service will be announced 
and held later this Spring.

OBITS CONTINUED FROM A4
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The Montana Heritage 
Commission is seeking a 
concessionaire to operate 

and manage 
THE BALE OF 
HAY SALOON.

If interested please 
contact us at 

406-369-8147 or email us 
at MHC@MT.GOV

ALSO 
WANTED!

WANTED!
SEASONAL WORKER POSITIONS 
v i r g i n i a  c i t y ,  m t 

SEASON: May 23rd — Sept 7th 
SALARY: $11.28 • $13.53 Hourly 

FREE HOUSING AVAILABLE 
HOW TO APPLY
www.statecareers.mt.gov
-Click on Career Section 
-Type Virginia City under Location
-Select Seasonal Workers I Virginia City 

Contact with Questions:
Kate Steeley, Montana Heritage Commission 
406-843-5247 
KSteeley@mt.gov 

LAWNCARE & MAINTENANCE WORKER

(1-2 positions available) 
• Mow/weed whack around state-owned properties 
• Collect trash from trash cans in both VC and NC 
• Clean bathrooms 
• Perform routine maintenance of grounds and facilities 
• Fill in driving the train when needed 

HOUSEKEEPER  (1 position available) 
Vacation rentals in Virginia City 
• Laundry 
• Change bed linens 
• Collect trash 
• Cleaning/wash windows 

VISITOR SERVICE SEASONALS  
(10 positions available) 
• Working at Virginia City Depot, Nevada City Museum,     
  River of Gold Panning Experience, and the Alder Gulch      
  Shortline Railroad 
• Sell tickets/passes for NC Museum, Railroad and River of  
  Gold Panning 
• Use a register and credit card machine to collect sales 
• Maintain head counts for venues 
• Greet visitors and give out information on history      
  regarding the area and attractions 
• Stock merchandise

Montana State University has announced its 
undergraduate honor rolls for fall semester 2019
Submitted by MSU

There are two MSU 
honor roll lists: the 
President's List and the 
Dean's List. To be eligible 
for the lists, students 
must be enrolled in at 
least 12 college-level 
credits. This honor roll 
list was current as of Jan. 
14 and includes all reg-

istration corrections or 
grade changes processed 
to that date.

The 1,261 students 
with a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average for the 
semester were named to 
the President's List. An 
asterisk follows their 
names below.

The Dean's List in-
cludes the 3,643 students 

earning grade point 
averages of 3.5 or above 
for the semester.

Montana students 
named to MSU's Pres-
ident's or Dean's lists, 
ordered according to 
their hometowns, follow.  
The full list of students 
is available at: http://
www.montana.edu/
news/19497.

For students who have 
a question about their 
standing on the honor 
roll lists, contact the 
Registrar office at 406-
994-6650.

For media inquiries, 
contact Meaghan Mac-
Donald-Pool with MSU 
News Service at 406-994-
4564 or meaghan.mac-
donald@montana.edu

Cameron: Levi Coder
Ennis: Charles Gilmore*, Jurgen 
Haenke, Joree Hokanson, Jourdain 
Klein, Jessica Kudelski, Emmett 
Lingle*, Nacole Martello, Hayden 
Morgan, Diego Ramirez, Becca Thomas
Harrison: Austin Ransom, Riley Sabo
Mc Allister: Cole Crowley, Logan 

Crowley, Elijah Luciani, Brand Morgan
Norris: Erin Brush*
Pony: Jack Chater, Allison LaRock*
Sheridan: Tyler Haag
Twin Bridges: Ayden Anderson, 
Kollin Anderson, Madison Baughn, 
Sierra Frandsen, Kjersten Sandru, Sola 
Yeager

Montana 
Western 
names 

students to 
Dean’s List

Submitted by UMW REGISTAR’S OFFICE

The University of Montana Western named 587 stu-
dents to the 2019 fall semester Dean’s List.

To achieve this honor, students must be enrolled 
full-time or for 12 semester credits and carry a mini-
mum 3.33 grade point average. An asterisk after a name 
indicates a student received Dean’s List high honors.
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SPORTS
Home games

Ennis Boys’ Basketball
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Ennis squared up against two conference competitors on their home 
court. The Mustangs fell five points short against the Wildcats and beat 
the Drummond Trojans. 

Ian Swanson led the Mustangs in both games. He played every 
quarter, all eight of them. He put up 20 of Ennis’ 44 points against 
the Wildcats Jan. 16. Swanson and Brand Ostler kept the game close 
against the Wildcats, putting back three three-points each. Cordell 
Severeid fouled out in the third quarter, and Jaxson Kloote fouled out 
in the fourth quarter.

Contributors to the Mustangs’ success was more spread out for the 
Drummond game, with Swanson, Kloote and Ostler putting up the 
most points. Free throw rates improved against the Trojans. Will In-
man did not see playing time until the second half and was consistent 
in each quarter. Will Inman and Andrew Beardsley landed three-point-
ers in the final quarter.

Ennis will take on the Twin Bridges Falcons for another home game 
Jan. 23.

Jan. 16
LOSS 44-48
Ennis Mustangs:  
9 23 34 Final: 44
Harrison Wildcats:  
7 17 33 Final: 48

POINTS
Team total: 44
Individual leader: Ian Swanson
Individual total: 20

2-POINTERS
Team total: 10
Individual leader: Ian Swanson
Individual total: 5

3-POINTERS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Ian Swanson/
Brand Ostler
Individual total: 3

FREE THROWS: 33% success rate

Jan. 17 
WIN 52-37
Ennis Mustangs:  
18 33 44 Final: 52
Drummond Trojans:  
10 12 17 Final: 37

POINTS
Team total: 52

Individual leader: Ian Swanson 
Individual total: 13

2-POINTERS
Team total: 14
Individual leader: Ian Swanson/ 
Jaxson Kloote
Individual total: 3

3-POINTERS
Team total: 6
Individual leader: Ian Swanson
Individual total: 2

FREE THROWS: 40% success rate

Check back next week to follow your favorite Madison County 
team! If there is not a story about them, we did not receive 

information by press time.

Home victories
Ennis Girls’ Basketball

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Ennis won two games on their home court.
The Mustangs’ success was a team effort. Shae Lovett was a consis-

tent contributor against the Wildcats, putting up 12 points on the score 
board. Jenna Snider and Shelbey Klein were close behind Lovett with 
11 points each. Klein came out on the court ready to play, scoring seven 
points in the first quarter. The girls came out hard for the second half. 
The Mustangs more than doubled their points in the third quarter. 
Snider rallied for the second half, putting up a pair of three-pointers in 
the third quarter. Landri Paladichuk scored 9 points before fouling out 
in the fourth quarter. 

The Friday night game was a closer match up for the Mustangs. 
They went up against Drummond, sliding in a win by two points. Snid-
er’s timely three-pointer in the final quarter helped push the Mustangs 
to the win. Kennedy Davies had a strong game, draining a three-point-
er in the second and third quarters. 

The Mustangs will match up against the Twin Bridges Falcons on 
Thursday, Jan. 23.

Jan. 16 
WIN 53-26
Ennis Mustangs: 
11 21 47 Final: 53
Harrison Wildcats:  
3 9 18 Final: 26

POINTS
Team total: 53
Individual leader: Shae Lovett
Individual total: 12

2-POINTERS
Team total: 14
Individual leader: Shelbey Klein
Individual total: 5

3-POINTERS
Team total: 5
Individual leader: Jenna Snider
Individual total: 2

FREE THROWS: 43% success rate

Jan. 17
WIN 44-42
Ennis Mustangs:  
6 20 31 Final: 44
Drummond Trojans:  
11 17 30 Final: 42

POINTS
Team total: 44
Individual leader: Jenna Snider

Individual total: 14

2-POINTERS
Team total: 13
Individual leader: Shelbey Klein
Individual total: 4

3-POINTERS
Team total: 3
Individual leader: Kennedy Davies
Individual total: 2

FREE THROWS: 53% success rate

Wildcats comeback
Harrison Boys’ Basketball

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Harrison started off behind the Mustangs but came back to win in Ennis. 
Both teams started slow. Ennis kept a narrow lead until the final quarter 

of the game. The Wildcats finished four points ahead of the Mustangs.
Vern Homner was unstoppable. Homner was a consistent scorer for the 

Wildcats with a solid shot inside the arch. Homner played every quarter 
along with Joe Cima, Cristian Contreras and Sage Buss. Contreras went into 
the second half strong, putting up 9 points for the Wildcats. Kyle Homner 
also saw some valuable minutes in the second half, and Buus finished his 
points with a three-pointer.

The Twin Bridges vs Harrison game was rescheduled to Feb. 4. The Wild-
cats play the Sheridan Panthers Jan. 23.

Jan. 16
WIN 48-44
Harrison Wildcats: 
7 17 33 Final: 48
Ennis Mustangs:  
9 23 34 Final: 44

POINTS

Team total: 48
Individual leader: Vern Homner
Individual total: 21

2-POINTERS
Team total: 14
Individual leader: Vern Homner
Individual total: 6

3-POINTERS
Team total: 2
Individual leader: Cristian 
Contreras/ Sage Buus
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 64% success rate

Wildcat junior, Cristian Contreras drives 
it in for a layup Thursday night’s matchup 
against the Mustangs. PHOTO COURTESY 
ANDREA CHRISTENSEN

Freshman,  Payton Mallett squares up for a 
free throw against the 

Mustangs on Thursday night. 
PHOTO COURTESY 

ANDREA CHRISTENSEN
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MORE SPORTS ON A10

SPORTS
Falcons for the win

Twin Bridges Boys’ Basketball
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Falcons finished stronger than they started against the Granite Prospectors.
Twin Bridges beat Granite in Phillipsburg Jan. 18 (76-51). They did not have a comfortable lead 

until the second half. Matt Kaiser had some of the most minutes on the court and put up 26 points 
for the Falcons. Kaiser was a force in the Falcons offense and defense with six offensive rebounds and 
seven defensive rebounds. Nate Konen had a strong presence in Twin Bridges defense making six 
defensive rebounds. Charlie Kruer scored 22 points, which half came from draining three-pointers.

The Harrison vs Falcons basketball game was rescheduled to Feb. 4. The Falcons will be in Ennis 
to play the Mustangs Jan. 23

Jan. 18
WIN 76-51
Twin Bridges Falcons: 
15   35 53 Final: 76
Granite Prospectors:  
12   29 40 Final: 51

POINTS
Team total: 76

Individual leader: Matt 
Kaiser 
Individual total: 26

2-POINTERS
Team total: 20
Individual leader: Matt 
Kaiser
Individual total: 9

3-POINTERS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Charlie 
Kruer
Individual total: 4

FREE THROWS: 68% 
success rate

Sheridan senior Cade McParland goes up for a layup against Lone Peak Jan. 18. 
PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Jason Chisholm and Hartson VanHouten advance down their home court against Lone Peak Jan. 18. 
PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Home Games
Sheridan Boys’ Basketball

Jan. 17
WIN 69-36
Sheridan Panthers: Final: 69
Lima Bears:       Final: 36

POINTS
Team total: 69
Individual leader: Kaiden 

Batzler
Individual total: 25

LOSS 35-42
Jan. 18
Sheridan Panthers:  
Final: 35
Lone Peak Bighorns:  

Final: 42

POINTS
Team total: 35
Individual leader: Kaiden 
Batzler
Individual total: 15

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Panthers beat Lima (69-36) Friday night and lost to Lone Peak (42-35) the following night. 
Sheridan sophomore, Kaiden Batzler lead the team in points for both home games. Batzler scored 25 

points against Lima Jan. 17. He had 12 rebounds. Hartson VanHouten put up 13 points and six assists for 
Sheridan. 

The Panthers went up against the Bighorns the next night. Batzler put up nearly half of Sheridan’s 
points of the night and had nine rebounds. Cade McParland was close behind, with 11 points and six 
rebounds.

The Panthers go to Harrison Jan. 23 for their next game against the Wildcats.

Bradyn Martin reaches for a bobbing ball under the net with the Bighorns on defense Jan. 18. PHOTO BY 
HANNAH KEARSE
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Mostly cloudy. High near 40F. 
Winds SSW at 5 to 10 mph.

“He is richest 
who is 

content with 
the least, for 

content is 
the wealth of 

nature.”
- SocratesSnow showers early. Peeks of 

sunshine later. High 37F. Winds 
SW at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of 
snow 40%.

Partly cloudy skies in the morning 
will give way to cloudy skies during 
the afternoon. High 37F. Winds 
SSW at 5 to 10 mph.

Mostly cloudy. High near 40F. 
Winds SSW at 5 to 10 mph.

Mostly cloudy. High 39F. Winds 
SW at 5 to 10 mph.

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

250,000 
IMPRESSIONS FOR 

$1,499

JOIN MONTANA’S EFFECTIVE 
Statewide Online Advertising Program (SOAP)

CALL: 406.443.2850    DETAILS: mtnewspapers.com
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Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Where Eastern Medicine 
Meets The West.

Pete Hodgson, owner   406-290-3463

Project Management

Turn-Key New Construction

Sub-Contracting

Finish Carpentry

Log/Timber Construction

Architectural Steel Work

P.O. Box 1612  Ennis, MT 59729  ·  MVConstructionMT@gmail.com

Mountain-view-construction-LLC.business.site

      @MOUNTAIN VIEW CONSTRUCTION AND WOODWORKING

           @MOUNT VIEW CONSTRUCTION

Personal Trainer | Wellness Coach | Group Fitness 
Instructor | Pilates | Yoga | Cancer Exercise Specialist

VICKI RICHARDSON, NATIONALLY CERTIFIED 26 YEARS

By appointment: 406-580-9709

SPORTS
Home games

Sheridan Girls’ Basketball
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Panthers beat the Lima 
Bears and lost to the Lone Peak 
Bighorns in home games last 
weekend. 

Sheridan took the lead on 
Lima early in the Friday night 
game. They held the Bears to 
single digits in the first half. 
Though the Panthers had about 
20 turnovers throughout the 
game, Lima had more. Macie 

Martinell, one of Lima’s top 
scorers of the night, fouled out 
in the fourth quarter. 

The Panthers were better on 
turnovers against the Bighorns, 
cutting it down to 10 turnovers.

Tia Hill and Faith Larsen 
were the only ones to score in 
the first half. Both made timely 
three-pointers. Larsen put up 
the first and only points of the 
first quarter with a three-point-
er. Lone Peak came out stronger 
at the start of the game.

The Panthers came out 
stronger for the third quarter 
but could not get ahead of the 
Bighorns. Mackenzee Fabel 
scored her only points of the 
night with a set of two-pointers 
in third quarter. Both teams 
scored eight points in the third 
quarter.

The Sheridan Panthers will 
travel to Harrison Jan. 23 to 
take on the Wildcats for their 
next game.

WIN 16-42
Jan. 17
Sheridan Panthers:  
13    22  34              Final: 42
Lima Bears:   
2      7 11              Final: 16

POINTS
Team total: 42
Individual leader: Tia Hill
Individual total: 10

2-POINTERS
Team total: 15
Individual leader: Tia Hill
Individual total: 4

3-POINTERS

Team total: 1
Individual leader: Faith 
Larsen
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 47% 
success rate

Jan. 18
LOSS 21-24
Sheridan Panthers: 
3          9        17   Final: 21
Lone Peak Bighorns:  
9        13        21    Final: 24

POINTS
Team total: 21
Individual leader: Tia Hill

Individual total: 7

2-POINTERS
Team total: 5
Individual leader: 
Mackenzee Fabel
Individual total: 2

3-POINTERS
Team total: 2
Individual leader: Tia Hill/ 
Faith Larsen
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 28% 
success rate
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Owner/Sales/Installation - Rob Blair (406) 539-1440

121 West Main Street, Ennis, MT
Gemcore (waterproof LVT & Hardwood) 

Carpet - Vinyl - Hardwoood
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

RUBY VALLEY FEEDS
Jonathan Ashcraft
P. O. Box 301
2269 HWY 41 S.
Twin Bridges, MT 59754
C: 406-596-3475
E: terranovamt@outlook.com

www.rubyvalleyfeeds.com
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UP NEXT:

Another tool
A FREE MENTAL HEALTH STUDY AVAILABLE TO MONTANANS

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Montanans struggle to get the mental 
health care they need for many 
reasons. Whether it be stigma, 

accessibility, cost or availability of practitioners, 
extra resources are beneficial.

Thrive for Montana is a partnership between 
One Montana, an organization focused on 
bridging the rural and urban divide in the 
state, Montana State University (MSU) and 
the Montana Department of Public Health and 
Human Services (DPHHS). 

Spearheaded by Dr. Mark Schure, assistant 
professor of community health at MSU, the 
program began with a study of 343 Montanan 
adults, funded by DPHHS.

Thrive for Montana’s website describes the 
program as a “video-centric iCBT program for 
adults with depression symptoms.” iCBT, or 
internet-based cognitive behavioral therapy, 
looks at how feelings and thoughts effect well-
being.

“Thrive for Montana could be viewed in 
many ways as a wellness program as well as 
one that could really reduce your depression, 
anxiety and stress levels,” Bill Bryan, co-founder 
of One Montana, said.

Results after the first study have been 
promising. Reduced depression and anxiety 
levels were reported after week eight and those 
who participated were 45% less likely to have 
increased suicidal thoughts than the control. 
Minimal difference between seeing a therapist 
in an office and going through the program was 
noted.

After enrolling in the program, the user 
answers a series of questions and rates them 
on a mood scale from 1-27, 27 being the 
most severe. Do you have difficulty sleeping? 
Little interest or pleasure in doing regular 
activities? After, users are asked what areas 
they would like to make progress in: assertive 

communication, negative thought processes or 
hobbies.

Once the preliminary steps are completed, 
Thrive for Montana takes users through 
algorithm-based videos that use validation and 
therapeutic techniques to aid iCBT. Videos are 
approximately 80 seconds each and are adjusted 
to meet the needs of the user. One hundred 
different algorithms are used to target the 
course along the way. To supplement the videos, 
users are given different tasks to practice 
outside of the program.

Some videos show examples of people 
struggling with an issue pertinent to the 
user and provides techniques they can use 
to overcome. Bryan explained One Montana 
adapted these videos to be more relevant to 
a Montana population. Users have a year to 
complete the program once enrolled and can go 
back and finish different sections throughout 
the time frame. “That’s one of the advantages of 
this whole thing,” Bryan said.

Bryan described Thrive for Montana as a 
supplemental tool for mental health. Therapists 
can recommend it to their clients and if they 
are unable to take more clients or are above 
someone’s pay grade, they could provide Thrive 
for Montana as an opportunity for people to 
receive help regardless. It is not a substitute 
for seeing a therapist, but a complimentary 
addition.

“In a state like Montana where our rates 
of suicide and depression and anxiety are so 
high and when folks are spread across this 
rural state, anything that sort of opens a door 
for people to start thinking about their mental 
health, seems to urge folks to reach out for help, 
it seems like it would be a really great tool,” 
Jean Behr, Women in Action (WIA) executive 
director, said.

Enrollment is currently open for the next 
1,000 participant study, which will be divided 
into two 500 person groups. 150-200 spots are 
still available. 

“Thrive for Montana could 
be viewed in many ways as 
a wellness program as well 
as one that could really 
reduce your depression, 
anxiety and stress levels,” 

Bill Bryan, co-founder of 
One Montana, said.

Those interested can go to:

https://thriveformontana.
com and click the blue, 
‘begin application’ button.

Participants rate how they feel about a prompt from ‘not at all’ to ‘nearly every day.’ COURTESY 
OF MSU/THRIVE FOR MONTANA

The introduction page users will see before enrolling in the program. On the left, the 
blue ‘begin application’ button. On the right, users can login to continue the program.  
COURTESY OF MSU/THRIVE FOR MONTANA



BE WELL
5 tips for surviving the winter blues

Recuperate Close to Home with
Ruby Valley Medical Center’s

Transitional Care 
When Transitional Care is recommended following acute

care treatment for surgery, injury or illness,
look to the Ruby Valley Medical Center to 

maximize your rehabilitation potential.
Skilled Nursing Physical TherapyRadiologyLaboratory

As needed, Transitional Care services integrate -  
 Regular healthcare provider appointments
 Medication management
 Physical therapy

 Radiology
 Lab Tests
 Mental Health Services

Our Transitional Care practice is supported with evidence-based best 
practices through a partnership with Allevant Solutions developed by 
the Mayo Clinic and Select Medical. 

Stay close to home, family and friends 
while completing your recovery.

For more information, please visit
our website at www.RVMC.org.

Ruby Valley
Medical
Center

www.RVMC.org
(406) 842-5453

The Ruby Valley Medical Center is an equal opportunity provider and employer

 

 

111111111111
2
2
2
2
2
2
22
2
2
2
2
2
2
22
2
2

3
3
3
3
3
3
33
3
3
3
3
3
3
33
3
3444444444444

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

Daniel T. Richards, DO 
and Dan Downey, MD  
specialize in orthopedic  
surgery and sports medicine. 

Meet our team and learn more 
at barretthospital.org/ortho.
No referral necessary. 

Whether you have a sports injury or 
need a new knee, Barrett Hospital 
& HealthCare provides specialized 
care for a full range of bone, muscle 
and joint pain conditions. Don’t wait 
any longer to seek treatment: If you 
need physical therapy or require 
surgery, our orthopedic specialists 
are available to provide personalized 
care and treatment so you can get 
back to enjoying life.

WHERE YOU GO 
TO GET BETTER 

We’ll Keep You Moving
ORTHOPEDIC CARE IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

Submitted by 
LINDSAY DEGROOT

MEd, LSC, LCPC

I grew up in 
Montana, but 
after 10 years in 
the temperate 
rainforest of the 
PNW the winters 
here seem more 
harsh than ever. 
Here are my 
top five tips for 
surviving the 
Montana winter 
without going a 
little insane. 

1. Get outside. 
I know, I know. If you’re like 
me, a softie who doesn’t love 
the frigid cold weather you 
might be wondering why 
I’m suggesting to get outside 
in the middle of it. Simple. 
Cabin fever has a negative 
impact on mental health. 
Bundle up in all the layers you 
can, get your hat, gloves, face 
warmer, hot packs, whatever 
you need to stay warm 
outside and get out there. 
Whether it’s  getting out on 
the skis, taking your dogs to 
the park for a romp, taking 
the kids to Virginia City for 
sledding or ice skating, or 
just taking a walk around 
your neighborhood, being 

outside will get you some 
much needed vitamin D, fresh 
air, and a little bit of exercise. 
Both vitamin D and exercise 
have been proven to improve 
mood, so the more you can 
get in these gnarly winter 
months, the better. 

2. Be with 
people. Humans are 
neurobiologically wired for 
connection. The more we can 
interact with other humans 
in positive ways the more 
fulfilling our lives become. In 
the middle of winter, when 
we’re all hunkering down in 
our dens like a bunch of cave 
bears, we lose a great deal of 
human connection. Call your 
friends, talk to a professional, 
set up play dates for the kids, 
head to the Madison Valley 
Public Library and chat 
with the friendly librarians. 
Anything that you can do 
to engage in healthy (key 
word here) interpersonal 
relationships the better 
you’ll feel. Healthy positive 
relationships improve the 
quality of our lives, so when 
you’re in hibernation mode 
just remember to reach out to 
your old friends and make an 
effort to connect, especially 
in the winter. It takes more 
effort but it’s totally worth it.  

3. Stay warm. Build a fire, 
get a couple warm fleecy 
blankets for your couch, 
invest in a little space heater. 
Anything to stay warm in 

these frigid winter months 
can help you feel more 
relaxed and regulated. A hot 
epsom salt bath or heading to 
Norris Hot Springs are also 
great ways to stay warm and 
relax those tight muscles. 
Cuddle up on the couch 
with a hot cup of tea and 
watch a movie. Give yourself 
permission to embrace 
the natural rhythms of the 
seasons and  slow down. 
Doing nothing is actually 
doing something when you 
see it in the context of self-

care and nurturing yourself 
and your cave bear tendencies 
during the winter. Just be 
careful not to overindulge 
in the hibernation factor 
and try to find a healthy 
balance between our tendency 
towards introversion with a 
little outdoor activity to ward 
off cabin fever. 

4. Take your 
vitamins! Vitamin D 
and Vitamin B supplements 
are known to boost mood 
and energy. A full-spectrum 

lightbulb or a “happy light” 
can help a ton with warding 
of the SADs. Getting outside 
in the sunshine can also 
help, but we should all be 
taking some kind of Vitamin 
D supplement, especially in 
the winter. If you’re curious 
about your levels, head 
over to the Madison Valley 
Medical Center and get 
your levels checked. They’re 
happy to help you determine 
if your levels are low and 
troubleshoot your vitamin/
supplement regimen. 

5. Exercise. 
Getting into some kind of 
regular workout routine, 
even if it’s just a walk around 
the block or some YouTube 
yoga at home. The Madison 
Valley has some amazing new 
workout facilities this year! 
In addition to River Studio 
yoga and the Madison Square 
Athletic Club we also have 
the Stonefly Crossfit gym, 
Body Dynamics Pilates, and 
Ennis Pure Fitness! The Ask 
Ennis Montana Facebook 
group is a great way to get 

recommendations for the 
different workout options 
in town and to connect with 
other locals with similar 
interests. Maybe you’ll even 
get a workout buddy out of 
the deal. 

Definitely check in with 
yourself and your comfort 
levels (and possibly your 
doctor) before engaging 
in a high level of activity. 
Remember. We are human 
beings not human doers. 
Winter self-care is about 
honoring yourself and 
balancing the need for 
activity with the need for rest. 
That balance isn’t always an 
easy one to strike so make 
sure that you’re engaging in 
some self-reflection, honor 
where you are, and push 
yourself slightly outside of 
your comfort zone.  Hopefully 
you’ll find a balance for 
yourself that will help you to 
get through these long winter 
months with joy and ease. 

Be well and 
stay warm.
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COMMODITY INSITE:  
A DONE DEAL!

by Jerry Welch

Finally, a trade deal between 
the United States and China 
has been signed and in theory 
it should be beneficial to both 
countries. According to AgWeb.
com, “in an agreement signed 
Wednesday at the White House, 
China committed to importing 
at least $12.5 billion more agri-
cultural goods this year than in 
2017, rising to $19.5 billion next 
year. China will also “strive” to 
purchase an additional $5 bil-
lion a year in farm products. 
That could get total purchases 
next year toward the $50 billion 
mark.”

In the trade deal, China has 
promised to buy a variety of 
goods from each major indus-
try. Those industries are manu-
facturing, agricultural, energy 
and services. In the agricultural 
industry, they are committed 

to buying soybeans, pork, beef, 
wheat, jams and jellies, corn, 
flour, cotton, horses and honey. 
Of course, depending on market 
conditions, other ag products 
may be bought. Obviously, what 
is actually bought, how much is 
bought and when it is needed is 
top secret and only known by 
China. And they are playing that 
card close to their vest!

I view the China trade deal 
as “newfound demand.” By any 
measure, Chinese demand for 
a wide variety of food stuffs is 
bullish and great news for U.S. 
farmers and ranchers. How bull-
ish the trade deal actually is re-
mains to be seen. With climate 
change issues on the horizon, it 
will only take a bit of a problem 
in a growing season anywhere 
on the globe to send grain and 
livestock prices to much higher 

levels.
Senate Finance Chairman 

Chuck Grassley of Iowa stat-
ed loud and clear the day of the 
trade deal that American farm-
ers and ranchers bore the brunt 
of the trade war pain for the past 
two years. American agriculture 
has been suffering greatly the 
past few years but now things are 
looking to improve going for-
ward.

Of course, the pain in re-
cent years for U.S. agriculture 
is not nearly as horrific as what 
took place in the “Farm Crisis of 
the 1980s.” From Iowapbs.org, 
“during the 1980s, farmers in 
the United States were confront-
ed by an economic crisis more 
severe than any since the Great 
Depression. Many of those who 
relied on agriculture for their 

livelihoods faced financial ruin. 
The epicenter of the downturn 
was in the Midwest, but the ef-
fects quickly rippled to other 
areas where agriculture played 
a prominent role in the local 
economy.” To learn more about 
the farm crisis go to http://www.
iowapbs.org/mtom/classroom/
module/13999/farm-crisis.

In my book Back to The Fu-
tures in a chapter titled “News 
& Views I”, I published a piece 
from the August 2, 1989 issue of 
the St. Louis Post Dispatch. The 
article was years after the farm 
crisis ended and written tongue 
in cheek accompanied by a wink. 
Here is what published:

Last Will of Mr. Farmer: 
I leave:  
To my wife, my overdraft at 

the bank. Maybe she can explain 

it.  
To my banker, my soul. He has 

the mortgage on it anyway. 
To my neighbor, my clown 

suit. He’ll need it if he continues 
to farm as he has in the past. 

To the ASCS, my grain bin. I 
was planning to let them take it 
next year anyway. 

To the county agent, 50 bush-
els of corn to see if he can hit the 
market. I never could.  

To the junkman, all my ma-
chinery. He’s had his eye on it for 
years. 

To my undertaker, a special 
request. I want six implement 
and fertilizer dealers for my pall-
bearers. They are used to carrying 
me.  

To the weatherman, rain and 
sleet and snow for the funeral, 
please. No sense in having good 
weather now.   

To the gravedigger... don’t 
bother. The hole I’m in should be 
big enough. 

Were the past two years 
trade war with China as bad as 
the Farm Crisis of the 1980’s? 
No. But moving forward, the fi-
nancial fate of U.S. farmers and 
ranchers will improve. Such a 
view is not much of a surprise 
because the title of a past column 
I penned was, “Far Better Times 
Ahead.”  I ended that column by 
stating, “the combination of un-
expected demand from China 
and climate change will spawn 
historically volatile markets with 
a decidedly bullish bent.” 

Check out my twice a day 
newsletter by dropping me a line 
commodityinsite1@gmail.com.  
Remember, there is no substitute 
for timely and accurate informa-
tion. Check it out.

columns

He tipped his hat and calmly smiled.  Said, “How ya doin’ 

Ma’am?”  She blushed then stood there looking sweeter than 

strawberry jam.  

What is it ‘bout a cowboy some say, “Takes your breath away!”  

My wife says, “Wranglers keeps a cowboy looking good all 

day.”

If you’re cowboy are you country?  Seems to me they’re not 

the same. I was raised a country boy surrounded by a cowboy 

name.  

I sat in my own saddle when I’d turned to five years old.  A gift 

from my dear father, it was Grandpa’s I’d been told.  

I’ve saddle up more horses than I ever care to count.   And 

bucked off, kicked, then stomped down by a brand-new ornery 

mount.

I’ve packed a string of horses many times through Yellowstone.  

I rode from dawn to dusk then stayed the night there all alone.  

At eighteen years my father told me, “Learn to shoe a horse.”  

So, I picked up on the old-time skill.  I’ve never felt remorse, 

Even though I feel arthritic pain from bending way too low.  Is 

this the life a cowboy wears?  This country boy should know.  

I don’t know how to throw a rope.  I haven’t rodeoed.  Is that 

what makes a cowboy or at least what I’ve been told?

The dictionary says a cowboy chases cows all day.  I’ve never 

herded cows but scared the horses through our hay.

Cowboys like to have some fun and country boys as well.  Our 

preacher warned us, “Keep it down.  You might end up in 

Hell.”

When comparing similarities of country and cowboys.   We 

share a lot in common.  And we all have grown up toys.  

Well, maybe country boy and cowboy are a bit the same.  So, 

please forgive me when I claim the cowboy for a name.

Cowboy or CountryCowboy or Country

A Wrangler’s 

Reckless 
Writings

By Bryce Angell

THIS, OUR VALLEY
Kindness with a Shovel

No act of kindness, no matter 
how small, is ever wasted – Aesop

We had a wonder-
ful little snowfall 
here the other day. 

I looked outside and noted we 
received about a quarter inch or 
so. Just a dusting. That’s the way 
I like it.

The next day, of course, Moth-
er Nature decided to share more 
of her bounty with us and when 
I awoke, we had more than half a 
foot of snow. Ugh.

Our Pacific Northwest weath-
er, particularly in the Puget 
Sound region, tends to be far 
milder than the interior regions 
of either Washington or Mon-
tana. We still receive our snows, 
and they generally come in the 
first couple months of the year 
rather than the last. That’s just 
the way it is.

I looked at the snow out our 
window and admired how still 
and quiet it lay upon the ground. 
There are few scenes more idyllic 
than those of new fallen snow.

Sadly, life requires we destroy 
the idyllic by going out and plow-
ing the driveway. That would be 

fine if I had a plow, of course, but 
I don’t. I have a trusty little snow 
shovel that has held up quite nice-
ly for over a decade. It fits me per-
fectly and isn’t as heavy as some 
of the “I’m-sure-they-were-made-
of-iron” snow shovels I’ve had 
to muscle around in my three-
score-plus years trudging this “… 
earth, our island home.” (Book of 
Common Prayer)

Unfortunately, we couldn’t 
wait for Mother Nature to come 
back and clean up her mess as we 
had places to go and things to do, 
so I got dressed, bundled up, and 
with trusty shovel in hand went 
to work clearing our driveway. 
Thankfully, it is mostly downhill 
from the house to the street, so 
it didn’t take but 30 minutes to 
get it all cleared, and another 30 
to get my pulse down out of the 
scary-high triple digits.

We took care of our errands 
after that, after which we came 
home and enjoyed a lazy after-
noon of reading, writing, and 
whatever else we were of a mind 
to do.

A few hours later I heard the 
tell-tale sound of wheels spinning 
on ice and noticed our neighbor 

and another woman struggling to 
drive away from the curb, along 
which our neighbor’s guest had 
parked. Although they weren’t 
parked along much of a grade, it 
was enough to prevent any for-
ward movement.

I debated whether or not I 
should help them, a debate which 
lasted about 2.3 seconds, and de-
cided to bundle up and do my bit 
for the good of the community. 
It seemed that somewhere in the 
deep, dark recesses of my mind 
I had heard or read a story about 
someone helping a stranger, and 
a corresponding command to go 
and do likewise. So I did.

I put on my boots and coat 
and with the added traction said 
boots would provide, helped 
them get turned around and 
moving down the road toward 
their ultimate destination.

It doesn’t take much to be 
kind or courteous, does it? We 
see someone in need, or someone 
struggling, and instead of turn-
ing a blind eye we reach out to 
offer a hand. 

It just seems to take far less 
energy to be kind. I know people 
who blow their cork at the slight-

est provocation, and I don’t un-
derstand it. Each is entitled to an 
opinion. Each is entitled to their 
space on the chessboard of life 
and while games of Capture the 
Flag have their time and place, 
I don’t see the thrill of making 
every other moment a scramble 
to the top, especially when it re-
quires climbing on the backs of 
others to make that journey.

I’m glad my drapes were open 
enough so I could see a neighbor 
in need. I’m glad I was able to get 
my boots and coat on to be of ser-
vice and contribute my mass to 
something more productive than 
keeping my couch in place.

As Aesop famously said, “no 
act of kindness, no matter how 
small, is ever wasted.” I think 
Jesus would have enjoyed com-
paring notes with the Greek sto-
ryteller. That would have been an 
entertaining conversation to sit 
in on and listen to, eh?

‘Snow’ it went last week here 
in this, our valley.

Keith Axberg writes on mat-
ters concerning life and faith. 
He can be reached at kfaxberg@
gmail.com.

A WORD FROM THE BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU   

The skinny on diet scams Submitted by Hannah Stiff
BBB Northwest & Pacific

A new year – a new decade 
for that matter – has many of 
us making resolutions, setting 
goals, daydreaming about a new 
season of life. Goal setting is a 
great thing. It can help keep you 
on track when the going gets 
tough. 

Many people set health goals 
for the new year. Again, a great 
idea. Who couldn’t use more veg-
gies in their diet or more minutes 
spent moving? The problem lies 
not with the intent of get-healthy 
resolutions. The problem lies in 
the myriad of shady diet prod-
ucts being offered by equally 
shady companies – companies 
that make claims about overnight 
weight loss or years off your age 
with one miracle product. 

Most of these products, as 
the Better Business Bureau un-
covered in a recent investigative 
study, are marketed online as 
“risk-free” with a very low intro-
ductory price. Customers who 
don’t read the fine print on the 
“miracle” product, beware! The 
risk-free trials are anything but 
that. You’ve unwittingly entered 
your credit card to be charged 
exorbitant recurring subscrip-
tion prices after the introductory 

offer.   
Compounding the problem, 

many celebrity images are ripped 
off and used to endorse these diet 
and beauty products. In fact, sev-
eral celebrities have sued for the 
misuse of their name and image. 
Some of these sham companies 
will even admit, in the fine print, 
that the celebrity endorsement 
they’re using to peddle their 
product is fake. 

The Better Business Bureau 
receives complaints nearly ev-
ery day from consumers who 
were duped by “free-trial” offers. 
These offers are rampant on the 
internet, where nefarious com-
panies have invested heavily in 
targeted and social media ads. 
The dollar loss is staggering. In 
the last decade alone, the Federal 
Trade Commission pursued cas-
es of loss totaling more than $1.3 
billion. This multi-billion-dollar 
industry spans the globe, too. 

While an introductory offer 
can be a legitimate company’s 
way of introducing customers 
to new products, those trust-
worthy companies will never 
try to deceive customers or hide 
important information in the 
fine print. If you can locate and 

read the fine print on the order 
page, or the terms and conditions 
buried by a link, you’ll discover 
that you may have only 14 days to 
receive, evaluate, and return the 
product to avoid being charged 
$100 or more. Additionally, the 
same hidden information may 
state that by accepting the offer, 
you’ve also signed up for month-
ly shipments of the products. 
Those shipments will be charged 
to your credit card and become 
subscription traps. Many people 
find it difficult to contact the sell-
er to stop recurring charges, halt 
shipments and get a refund. 

 It’s especially important 
for customers to find a compa-
ny they can trust when they are 
investing in something as im-
portant as health, diet and well-
ness products. The Council for 
Responsible Nutrition, the trade 
association for the major dietary 
supplement companies renounc-
es shady free-trial business prac-
tices. 

“No legitimate company sell-
ing dietary supplements would 
engage in bogus free trial of-
fers, trick people into subscrip-
tions for continuing shipments, 
make outrageous unsupportable 

claims for products, or employ 
the names of celebrities without 
permission,” Megan Olsen from 
the council says. “In fact, we 
work with BBB to identify bogus 
product claims and encourage 
law enforcement action against 
deceptive practices.”

Your Better Business Bureau 
Northwest + Pacific recommends 
the following tips before to avoid 
free-trial scams:

• Always read the fine 
print before giving out your 
credit card for an offer that seems 
too good to be true. 

• Before you buy, start 
with a company you can trust: 
visit bbb.org to see how we rate 
and review the business. 

If you’ve been the victim of a 
free-trial scam, report it to us at 
bbb.org/scamtracker. Also check 
with your credit card company to 
see about receiving a charge back 
for the money you spent. 

This new year, before you hit 
“pay” on a diet or wellness prod-
uct to help you reach that 2020 
health goal, read the fine print. 
In fact, add reading the fine print 
to your 2020 goals, and your 
money goals will be a lot more at-
tainable. New year, smarter you.
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Crossword puzzle answers on B9

Sudoku
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

Your partner in community.  

682-7755

THEME: THE OSCARS

ACROSS
1. Cracked open
5. Protrude
8. *”Once Upon a Time... in Holly-
wood” supporting nominee
12. Eggnog time, traditionally
13. Pol request
14. Capital of Senegal
15. *Jo Van Fleet won for her role in 
“East of ____”
16. Augmented
17. Shoemaker without shoes, e.g.
18. Ones full of desire
20. VSCO girl’s shoes
21. New Zealand native
22. “The Nutcracker” step
23. Boiled bread product, pl.
26. Guarapo de jagua fruit
30. Edith Wharton’s “The ____ of 
Innocence”
31. “____ ‘er ____!”
34. *1935 Best Picture nominee “A 
____ of Two Cities”
35. Plant a.k.a. golden buttons
37. *Dustin Hoffman was nominated 
for role in “____ the Dog”
38. Does like Matryoshka
39. Narrative poem
40. Brunch drink
42. Gumshoe
43. 10-sided polygon
45. Qatar native
47. Greek R
48. “Friends” favorite spot?
50. Fodder holder
52. *Oscar winner for “The Reve-
nant” and 2020 nominee
55. Uses a paring knife
56. Twelfth month of Jewish civil 
year
57. Whirlpool
59. *The first to refuse his award, for 
“Patton”
60. *He was nominated for “Lost in 
Translation”
61. Sunburn aid
62. Negative contraction
63. Chi precursor
64. *”The Marriage Story” nominee

DOWN
1. Reply to a captain
2. *RenÈe Zellweger’s role
3. Away from wind
4. Dub again
5. *Movie with most 2020 Oscar 
nominations
6. First cradles

7. *Oscar-winners Gore, Fonda and 
Cameron did this talk, pl.
8. *South Korean black comedy 
thriller
9. Image in an Orthodox church
10. Soaks in rays
11. The old college one
13. With numerous veins
14. Backless sofa
19. Campaign trail gathering
22. Coach’s talk
23. Diminished
24. Open-mouthed
25. Relating to a gene

26. Garbage in, garbage out
27. Primo, on Italian menu
28. What tailor shops do
29. *He won an Oscar for role in a 
Scorsese movie
32. *Oscar-winning writer Julius 
Epstein to Oscar-winning writer 
Philip Epstein
33. Ewe’s mate
36. *She’s nominated in 2020... twice
38. Civil rights org.
40. Jersey call
41. Sudden increase in wind
44. *Whoopi Goldberg scored an 

Oscar for this movie
46. *”Phantom ____,” 2018 nominee
48. Locomotive hair
49. Round openings
50. Cul de ____, pl.
51. *Meryl Streep won for “____ 
Lady”
52. Mortgage, e.g.
53. Not in action
54. Skunk’s defense
55. Tire measurement
58. Japanese capital

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder
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ESTATE SALES

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

HELP WANTED

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

For Rent:  professional office 
space in Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. 
Includes common area confer-
ence room, utilities, and other 
amenities. $285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Registered Nurse, PRN, (3) 
Licensed Practical Nurse Per 

Diem Clinic, (4) Certified 
Nurse Assistant, Per Diem, 

(5) Certified Medical 
Assistant Per Diem. We have 

a dynamic and supportive 
nursing team. Join us! Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844

SERVICES

LOST

Lost.
Hunting backpack, Dana Design. 

Lost at Raynold’s Pass bridge 
area. Black and purple camo 

cover. Please call 406-287-7992

HELP WANTED
If you’re looking for meaningful 

work, this may be the job for 
you! Seniors in the Ennis area 

need your help. Call Jon at Home 
Instead Senior Care at 406-922-
5060, or visit www.homeinstead.

com/751.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

Gary Kinney
702-5372702-5372

OROR send a text
596-7003596-7003

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Patient Coordinator. Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

“Boat Buying Event of the Year”
At the Lewis & Clark Fairgrounds, Helena, MT. 

January 24-26, 2020. The Montana Boat 
Show’s $3 admission charge gives you a 

chance at over $1,500 in door prizes! Children 
under 12 enter free. For info call (406) 443-

6400 or 266-5700. Mark Your 2020 Calendar! 
www.mtboatshow.com

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Maintenance Manager. 

Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

2006 Kawasaki Ninja ZX-
636R Sportbike for free It is 
in excellent condition 100% 

mechanically. 
If interested pls contact: 
parololazrus@gmail.com

FREE

Small house for rent in Pony.
Short or long term. Furnished.

Loft sleeping.
Kitchen and shower, W/D.

Call 685-3530

When you clean, drain & dry 
your watercraft and fishing gear, 

Thank you. you help protect 
Montana’s water.

WATER USERSBOATERS ANGLERS

CleanDrainDryMT.com

OFFICE FOR RENT 
Existing business with spacious 
office for rent in Ennis. Includes 
parking, reception, conference 
room and secretarial staff. Call 

Paul at 581-7878.

Home Park has an openings for 
part-time employment. This 

very challenging but rewarding 
opportunity requires you to be a 
part of a close team of caregivers 

who make it a priority to take 
care of the people who helped 
build our communities. This 
position is for weekends (late 
afternoon/evening) with the 

possibility of week day shifts; 
please understand that we are 
staffed 24/7/365. Working at 

Home Park assisted living is a 
great way to go home knowing 
that you made a positive and 
personal impact in someone’s 
life. Apply with Home Park 

Assisted Living and help create 
smiles PAY D.O.E Please 

contact Home Park Assisted 
Living for an application or call 
Jason at 406-842-5133 for more 

information.

Ranch Hand Wanted Duties 
would include calving, doctoring 
and feeding cattle with a tractor 
and hay processor. Small house 
available. Starting January 20th 

through April. 
Call Brad at 596-1100

Ennis High School is accepting 
applications for a High School 
Track and Field Assistant for 
the upcoming season. Please 

complete a district application, 
resume, 3 letters of recommenda-
tion, and a letter of interest. This 
position will close 2/21/20. Please 

contact Mr. Hess at chess@
ennisschools.org or at the high 

school for any questions.

MASSAGE THERAPIST - 
TWIN BRIDGES

406-792-5200
Tangles Salon

Available Mon-Sat by 
appointment

$45/hr
Ask for Mary!

213 N Main, Sheridan, MT
4 BR/1.5 Bath

2 Car garage, no pets. $985 per 
month. Call Baycroft Property 
Management at 406-560-3274. 

www.baycroftproperty.com

109 N. Gallatin, Harrison, MT
2 BR/1 Bath

1 Car garage, Pets negotiable. 
$750 per month. Call Baycroft 
Property Management at 406-

560-3274. 
www.baycroftproperty.com

16 Gornick Lane, Waterloo, MT
3 BR/2 Bath

Garage, shop, no pets. $1225 per 
month. Call Baycroft Property 
Management at 406-560-3274. 

www.baycroftproperty.com

175 Bench Road, Waterloo, MT
3 BR/1 Bath

Horse property, pets negotiable, 
barn.corrals. $1285 per month. 

Call Baycroft Property Manage-
ment at 406-560-3274. 

www.baycroftproperty.com

REAL ESTATE

For Sale
U.S. Post Office lease and 1-acre 
property in McAllister, Montana. 
The property lease is up July 31, 
2020. The property can be used 

as rental property or the post 
office can be moved, and the 

property can be used as buyer 
decided. Priced at $350,000. 

For more information call Brad 
DiIorio at (406) 600-6679

Ten acres in beautiful Madison 
Valley, located in McAllister, 
Montana. Access from U.S. 
Highway 287. This beautiful 

parcel looks over the Madison 
Valley and Ennis Lake with 
incredible views. The parcel 

has no covenants or restrictions. 
The building site is wonderful. 
There is easy access to water 

and power. $167,900. For more 
information call Brad DiIorio at 

(406) 600-6679 
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Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 
 
 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $19.79 to $24.74 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly; and 
 
 
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response. 

 
 
 

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 
Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  

                             
  (Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (01.23.20) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #274
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 

– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714.

Ad #275
POSITION OPEN- Scobey 
Golf Clubhouse Manager, 

Scobey, Montana. Full-time 
seasonal position from April 1 
through October 31. For more 

information please contact 
scobeygolfcourse@nemont.net

Ad #283
FINALLY! CABINS FEVERS 

ANTIQUES FAIR!!! Helena 
Civic Center January 11th-12th. 
Opens 10am. $5.00 for weekend. 

Dealers-5 states, furniture, 
lighting, art, jewelry, primitive, 

repurposed. Don’t miss it!

Ad #262
DISPERSION SALE: ALL OUR 

BLACK COWS/ bred black 
(approx. 60- 65 head). Calving 
last week of March for 60 days. 

Make offer. (406) 567-2428.

Ad #272
ATTENTION EASTERN 

Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running

Bi-Monthly routes. Actively 
seeking Coyotes, Heavy Cats, 

Fox, Deer/Elkhides and Antler. 
Coyote market exceptional. (308) 

750-0700. www.petskafur.net

Ad #264
By reading this ad, you can see 

that classified advertising works! 
Reach over 400,000 readers in 

Montana and beyond to promote 
your product, service, event and 
business. To get results, contact 
this newspaper, or the Montana 
Newspaper Association at (406) 

443-2850 or email stacy@
mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for 
the small investment of $149. Call 

and email us today to see how 
you can advertise for ½ off . 

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

BBHHHHSSMMTT..CCOOMM  
EENNNNIISS::  440066..668822..55000022
SSHHEERRIIDDAANN::  440066..884422..55665500  
TTWWIINN  BBRRIIDDGGEESS::  440066..668844..55668866

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

CCOOMMMMEERRCCIIAALL  LLIISSTTIINNGGSS

Grow your businessGrow your business  
TODAYTODAY!!

• Well established dry cleaning & laundromat  
• Huge potential--room for growth 
• 3 large lots & 3 company vehicles 

Ron 
Gay 

sales associate
406.596.5000

63 MONTANA HWY 287, ENNIS 
$649,000 | #338185

• Outstanding investment opportunity! 
• No covenants! Could further develop 
• Indoor arena, barn, stalls, hay storage, round pen

Sarah
Weitz 

sales associate
406.925.2260

3 VIEW LANE, ENNIS
$599,000 | #335868

• Full city lot w/lots of potential 
• Home on the property for short term rental 
• Great location and visibility 

Rob
Klatt
broker

406.580.2002

GIBBON AVE., WEST YELLOWSTONE 
$799,000 | #337145

• Lots of potential 
• Large building on main street  
• Option to purchase inventory separately 

Holly 
Driskill

sales associate
406.451.3527 

WALLACE STREET, VIRGINIA CITY 
$229,900 | #335705

• Three adjoining commercial lots 
• Great location--highway frontage 
• No covenants! .48± acres 

Kathy
Wooten

sales associate
731.676.2463

LOTS 4-6 COMLEY’S ADD., ENNIS 
$99,000 | #185736

• Turn key business opportunity 
• Owners/managers residence 
• 12 cozy units w/rustic cabin feel 

Nicholette
Picken

sales associate
406-698-0853

S. MAIN STREET, TWIN BRIDGES 
$525,000 | #331885
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
JANUARY 23, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF JERALD L. NYHART, 
Deceased. 
Probate No. DP-19-27 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed personal 
representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must either be mailed 
to John Warren, Attorney at Law, P. O. Box 
28, Dillon, Montana 59725, or filed with the 
Clerk of the above-entitled Court. I declare 
under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is 
true and correct DATED December 3, 2019. 
/s/ Sandy Nyhart
Personal Representative Personal 
Representative’s Attorney John Warren P. 
O. Box 28 Dillon, Montana 59725
(Pub. JAN 9, 16, 23, 2020) 
JOHN WARREN
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 

SHARON LEE CASE, 
Deceased. 
Cause No.: DP-29-2019-31 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their 
claims within four months after the date 
of the first publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. Claims must 
either be mailed to William Innis, Personal 
Representative, c/o Kruer Law Firm, P.C., 
P.O. Box 718, Sheridan, MT 59749, return 
receipt requested or filed with the Clerk of the 
above Court. Dated this 2 day of JANUARY, 
2020. I declare under penalty of perjury 
under the laws of the state of Montana that 
the foregoing is accurate and complete to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. 
/S/ STEPHANIE GEHRES KRUER 
Attorney for Personal Representative
(Pub. JAN 9, 16, 23, 2020) 
KRUER
MNAXLP

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
TOWN OF VIRGINIA CITY 
Jim Kleis and Tanya Engle have requested a 
Conditional Use Permit for a vacation rental, 
located in the Historic View Shed Residential 
District, at 1368 Mt Hwy 286, Virginia City, 

Montana. Public comment will be heard at the 
February 6, 2020 council meeting. The meeting 
will be at 7:00 pm at the Rehearsal Hall, 316 W 
Idaho Street, Virginia City.
(Pub. JAN 16, 23, 2020) 
Town of Virginia City
MNAXLP

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE APEX ABRASIVES INC. 
(APEX) HAS REQUESTED PARTIAL BOND 
RELEASE ON TWO ACRES OF REGRADED 
TAILINGS AT THE GLEN TUNGSTEN MILL-
TAILINGS PROJECT. APEX REPROCESSES 
MILL TAILINGS AT THE SITE FOR GARNET 
SAND AND OTHER ABRASIVE PRODUCTS 
UNDER OPERATING PERMIT NO. 00168. 
THE MILL TAILINGS ARE LOCATED IN 
SECTIONS 4 AND 5, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, 
RANGE 9 WEST, APPROXIMATELY 2 MILES 
NORTH OF GLEN, MT IN BEAVERHEAD 
COUNTY. THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY (DEQ) 
CURRENTLY HOLDS BOND IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $43,138. DEQ HAS INSPECTED 
THE SITE AND BELIEVES PARTIAL BOND 
RELEASE FOR THE REGRADED TAILINGS 
IS WARRANTED. DEQ HAS PROPOSED A 
PARTIAL BOND RELEASE IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $2,858. PURSUANT TO SECTION 82-4-
338(5), MCA, DEQ MAY NOT RELEASE OR 
DECREASE A BOND UNTIL THE PUBLIC 
HAS BEEN PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR A HEARING AND A HEARING HAS BEEN 
HELD IF REQUESTED. DEQ RECEIVED 
A REQUEST FOR A HEARING ON THE 
PROPOSED PARTIAL BOND RELEASE. A 
HEARING TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT 
ON THE PROPOSED BOND RELEASE IS 
SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 30, 2020 AT 
DEQ’S MAIN OFFICE LOCATED AT 1520 E. 
6TH AVE, HELENA, MT. THE HEARING WILL 
BE CONDUCTED IN ROOM 45 AT 11:00 AM. 
WRITTEN COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED 
PARTIAL BOND RELEASE OR REQUESTS 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SHOULD 
BE SENT TO: HERB ROLFES OPERATING 
PERMIT SECTION SUPERVISOR HARD 
ROCK MINING BUREAU DEPARTMENT 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY P.O. BOX 
200901 HELENA, MT 59620-0901 (406) 
444-3841 OR E-MAIL AT HROLFES@
MT.GOV DEQ WILL MAKE REASONABLE 
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THOSE WITH 
DISABILITIES WHO WISH TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE HEARING. IF YOU REQUIRE AN 
ACCOMMODATION, PLEASE CONTACT 
REBECCA HARBAGE AT 406-444-2813 OR 
RHARBAGE@MT.GOV
(Pub. JAN 23, 2020) 
DEQ
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE - DUI TASK 
FORCE MEETING
Madison County DUI Task Force Meeting 
January 27,2020 
10:00 a.m. -12 p.m. Commissioner Conference 
Room Madison County Administrative Building 
103 W Wallace, Virginia City, Montana The 
Public is welcome and encouraged to attend.
(Pub. JAN  23, 2020) 
DUI TASK FORCE
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Case No. DP 29-2019-28 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF: 
BARRY RICE, 
Deceased 
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named 
estate. All persons having claims against 
the decedent are required to present their 
claims within four months after the date of 
the first publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. 
Claims must either be mailed to Diane Rice, 
the Personal Representative, return receipt 
requested, at c/o Arthur V. Wittich, Montana 
Law Company, 280 W. Kagy Blvd, Ste. 
D-324, Bozeman, MT 59715 or filed with the 
Clerk of the above Court. Dated this 17th 
day of January, 2020 
/s/ Diane Rice, Montana Law Company, 
By: Arthur V. Wittich, Attorney for Personal 
Representative I declare under penalty of 
perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Arthur V. Wittich, Montana Law Company, 
280 W. Kagy Blvd, Ste. D-324, Bozeman, 
MT 59715 (406) 585-5598 (406) 585-9618 
Facsimile Attorneys for Diane Rice.
(Pub. JAN  23, 30, FEB. 6, 2020) 
MT LAW CO.
MNAXLP

TRUSTEE POSITION
Trustee Positions for Ennis Schools Ennis 
School District 52 is currently seeking 
one trustee for a three-year term. Anyone 
qualified for and interested in running for this 
position may pick up a petition from Ginger 
Martello at Ennis High School. Petition 
must be turned in at the Ennis School 
District Clerk’s office prior to 4 p.m. March 
26, 2020. No candidate may appear on the 
ballot unless he or she meets this deadline. 
If you have any questions about the trustee 
position, please call Superintendent Casey 
Klasna at 682-4258.
(Pub. JAN  23, FEB 13, MAR 5, 19, 26, 2020) 
ENNIS SCHOOLS
MNAXLP

ATTENTION 
SUBSCRIBERS!

JUST A FRIENDLY NOTE 
TO SUBSCRIBERS:

WHEN YOU MOVE OR 
CHANGE YOUR MAILING 

ADDRESS PLEASE LET 
US KNOW HERE AT THE 

MADISONIAN SO WE CAN 
ENSURE TIMELY DELIVERY.

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

HEY YOU!
The Madisonian in Ennis, 

Mont., is currently seeking 
a CIRCULATION MANAGER/

OFFICE ASSISTANT.
The position is responsible 

for delivery of our publications 
and assists with various office 

duties, as directed. He/she 
will ensure proper delivery of 
all of our publications, while 
growing our subscriptions 
and newsstand reach. This 

position also maintains office 
hours as necessary and 

assists his/her team members 
with varying tasks throughout 
the week. He/she is extremely 

dependable.
 The ideal candidate must be 
energetic and self-motivated 

with excellent communication, 
time management and 
problem solving skills. 

Must be computer literate, 
enjoy traveling throughout 

southwest Montana on varying 
road conditions, and be willing 

to assist the team with daily 
operations and the project(s) 
we’re working on at the time. 

Must have a valid driver’s 
license and clean driving 

record. Bending and frequent 
heavy lifting is required. 

PT /FT is negotiable for the 
right candidate.

To apply, contact Erin Leonard 
at 

eleonard@madisoniannews.com 
or stop in at 

65 N MT HWY 287 in Ennis.
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Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery
Part 32: A river relieved

“At 8 ms. passed the mouth of a Creek Called Saline or Salt R on the L. Sd. this (Creek) River is about 30 yds. wide, 
and has So many Licks & Salt Springs on its banks that the Water of the Creek is Brackish, one Verry large Lick is 
9 ms. up on the left Side    the water of the Spring in this Lick is Strong as one bushel of the water is said to make 7 

lb. of good Salt.”  —  William Clark, June 6, 1804

Column and photos by 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

Paddling the channelized 
Missouri River provided a 
leaf-by-leaf transition into fall 
colors, starting with isolated 
pockets of reds and yellows way 
back at Sioux City. The colors 
gradually increased downriver, 
then stalled and began rewind-
ing towards summer greens 
as we raced southward. But 
the cold front that overtook 
us slowed our advance while 
accelerating the advance of 
changing colors. Our southern 
migration halted when the 
Missouri turned east at Kansas 
City, allowing fall colors to 
engulf us from the riverbanks. 

Fall colors here are not like 
the brilliant carpet of gold I 
know at home, where uni-
form forests of cottonwoods 
turn bright yellow along the 
rivers. Colors here are more 
diverse, reflecting the diversity 
of trees, but also more muted, 
like the daubed brush strokes 
of an impressionist painting. 
A thousand shades of yellow, 
orange and red mingle with a 
background of lingering green, 
subdued by intermingled grays 
and browns. 

We were told the channel-
ized river would be boring, 
“every curve the same” for 750 
miles. But with the swift cur-

rent and ever-changing leaves, 
we enjoyed front row seats to 
the best show on fall TV. The 
addition of limestone bluffs 
made this scrolling painting 
one of the most scenic parts of 
the Missouri River.

Downstream from Glasgow, 
we passed near Boone’s Lick 
State Historic Site, a mile 
northeast of the river.  The 
lower Missouri was already 
well known to settlers be-
fore William Clark noted the 
abundance of salt licks. Just one 
year later Daniel Boone’s sons, 
Nathan and Daniel Morgan 
Boone, partnered with James 
and Jesse Morrison to com-
mercialize the area’s largest salt 
spring.

Salt production was very 
labor-intensive prior to indus-
trialization. At Boone’s Lick salt 
works, workers heated brine 
water in iron kettles to steam 
off the water, leaving crystal-
lized salt behind. Cooking off 
250 to 300 gallons of brine wa-
ter produced one bushel of salt. 
The business grew to employ 
twenty men laboring over sixty 
kettles. They produced thirty 
bushels of salt per day, which 
was shipped downstream to St. 
Louis via keelboats and sold for 
$2.50 per bushel. 

Saline seeps and falling 
leaves are not all that enters 
the river. A small trail of litter 

peppers the Missouri all the 
way from Montana, growing 
visibly worse below population 
centers such as Kansas City. I 
plucked a floating water bottle 
from the river, imported from 
Fiji, nearly 7,000 miles away, 
the non-degradable container 
now littering this beautiful 
river. Flood waters exacerbated 
the trash problem, picking up 

random goods and trash from 
every private and public parcel 
along the way.

Continued paddling 
brought us to Wilson’s Serenity 
Point opposite Jefferson City, 
the capitol of Missouri. Here 
we connected with Missou-
ri River Relief (MRR), the 
premier nonprofit organization 
working to benefit our nation’s 
longest river. MRR offers river 
ecology classes to students and 
teachers and hosts three or four 

major river clean-up days each 
year. Here they worked with 
200 dedicated volunteers to 
spend the morning collecting 
trash from 10 miles of river-
bank on the east side of the 
river. 

Rain was settling in when 
we arrived, dispersing most of 
the volunteers. We joined the 
remaining crew to sort recycla-
bles from trash. The clean-up 
gathered 254 bags of trash, 
plus boatloads of beadboard 

insulation, 41 tires, a chemi-
cal tank, and a whole slew of 
propane tanks, hot water heat-
ers, mini-refrigerators, chest 
freezers and coolers. Crews 
found not just one message in a 
bottle, but ten of them over the 
ten-mile clean up. The waste 
more than filled the rented 
construction dumpster, the 
excess bags stacked until an 
additional dumpster arrived.

My impression from nearly 
five months of paddling is 

Fall colors are rich and varied, daubed onto the landscape like an impressionist painting.

I plucked a floating water bottle from the water, imported from nearly 7,000 miles away to pollute 
our beautiful river.

Pet of the Week

Well folks, just wanted to fill you in and update you 
on my progress in my new home. What can I say - 

it’s purrfect! I’m so content and happy. Well you can see 
that I’m sure by the smile on my face. I am one pampered 
princess. Take care, call Misty at 439-
1405 and come and give my friends 
here a lovely home like I have. Natasha

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

406-682-7151  |   www.ennis.vet
NATASHA

TOOLS FOR YOUR CHILD’S SUCCESS

In Montana, 
parents want 
what’s best 
for their kids.

ParentingMontana.org has information 
and tools for parents of children at every age.

This product was supported [in part] by CFDA 93.959 from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). 
The content of this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of SAMHSA or Health and Human Services.

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH

“Now, if thou wishest to know
the true remedy which will heal
man from all sickness and will

give him the health of the divine
kingdom, know that it is the

precepts and teachings of God.
Focus thine 

attention upon them.”

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church
NON- DENOMINATIONAL

Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am
“Join the Revolution”

3648 MT Hwy. 287
 Sheridan, MT

3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street · Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please call 

at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if you 
plan to dine in.

Thursday, January 23 – Chicken piccata, rice,
veggies, dessert
Friday, January 24  – Bratwurst & potatoes,
veggies, dessert  - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.
Monday, January 27 – Tater tot casserole,
salad, dessert  - Mahjong 1 p.m.
Tuesday, January 28 – Spaghetti & meatballs, 
veggies, dessert - “Pan” at 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 29 -  Pesto chicken pita,
onion rings, dessert – Mahjong 1 p.m.
Thursday, January 30 – Pork roast, mashers,
veggies, dessert
Friday, January 31  – Egg salad sandwich,
chips, fruit, dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 

for more information.

NEW SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior 
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered 

for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 

10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot 
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

Thursday, January 23 - Cheesy broccoli, chicken 
casserole, roll, dessert
Tuesday, January 28 - Cheeseburger, soup/fries, 
dessert

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. 
Fresh home baked bread served with each meal

Activities:
Monday is Bingo with Gayle

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - Each 

last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, January 22 -   Stovetop tarragon chicken,  
noodles,  salad, dessert
Friday, January 24 - Pan roasted pork chops, herbed 
potatoes, fruit salad, dessert
 Monday, January 27 - Breakfast: Pancakes, egg dish, 
bacon, fruit bowl, juice,  coffee

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

that far more trash enters the river than is readily visible along the 
banks. There is likely a steady stream of garbage tumbling along the 
river bottom to the Mississippi and down to the Gulf of Mexico. It is 
estimated that 40% of the trash in the Gulf comes down the Missouri 
and Mississippi rivers. 

We unintentionally contributed litter through 2,000 miles of 
paddling, leaving behind a small trail of missed hats, sunglasses, lids, 
silverware, and even a fishing pole that disappeared over the side of 
a canoe. However, we more than offset our footprint by picking up 
trash, occasionally finding useful gear along the way, such as sunglass-
es and a fishing net.

Solving the litter problem requires a complex, multi-faceted ap-
proach that addresses everything from disposable containers to new 
setbacks along flood-prone waterways. But that isn’t an excuse for 
individual apathy. There wouldn’t be a litter problem if each person 
simply picked up more garbage than they dropped. It is easy to blame 
the schmucks who litter. Yet, equally to blame are those who dismiss 
litter as someone else’s responsibility or beneath their dignity to clean 
up. The world’s problems are immense, yet readily manageable if each 
person contributes to the extent readily within their means to do so.

From Serenity Point I enjoyed a walk across the bridge to visit 
Lewis and Clark Trailhead Plaza near the capitol building. We camped 
overnight with the Relief crew, enjoying the warmth of good company 
and a hardwood fire to dry our damp clothes even during continued 
sprinkles.

Thomas J. Elpel lives in Pony, Montana. He is the author of Green 
Prosperity: Quit Your Job, Live Your Dreams. Go to www.Elpel.info to 
learn more about Tom’s books, the Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery, 
and the expedition fundraiser for the Jefferson River Canoe Trail. Vo
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at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s
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N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 1/24

SAT 1/25

SUN 1/26

KRISTIN LUNDELL
ACOUSTIC POP ROCK

 WESTON LEWIS
ACOUSTIC ROCK

ACOUSTIC ROLL
ROOTS ROCK

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
Little Women (PG)Little Women (PG)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
SPIES IN DISGUISE (PG) AND KNIVES OUT (PG13).

PHOTO BY CORI KOENIG

MONDAYS 
2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9 a.m.
Historic Newspaper 
Reading Group
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 

9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is a 
training session. 

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels 
- Two Tables at the Pony 
School.

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 
Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 
Madison County Library 
community room. 

10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library.

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

2 p.m.
Knitting Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. On the second 
Thursday of the month, meet 
at the Ruby Valley Brewery. 

7 p.m. 
Movie at Sheridan Public 
Library 
First and Third Thursday of 
Every Month

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY
7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SUNDAY
2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

1:30 p.m. 
Second Sunday of Every 
Month
Sheridan Book Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 
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If you would like to post an event on 
our events website, 
outpostevents.net

SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS

SECOND MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7 p.m. 

Harrison School Board Meeting
Meet at Harrison School.

SECOND TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7 p.m. 

Twin Bridges School Board Meeting 
Meet at Twin Bridges School

7 p.m. 
Sheridan School Board Meeting 

Meet at Sheridan School.

SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
5 p.m.

Ennis School Board Meeting
Meet at Ennis School

*FOR FEB: Meeting with be on the 10th 
instead of 12th

SECOND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH
5 p.m.

Alder School Board Meeting
Meet at Alder School

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH
5 PM - 9 PM

A Six Course, Prix Fixe Dinner 
Awaits You.

Complimentary Sparkling Wine 
& Goodies for All!

Sixty-Five DollarS per perSon

TTrreeaatt   YYoouurr  
SSwweeeett   ttoo

 Something 
Neat!

Join us for Valentines Day 
at The Old Hotel

3793 US Hwy 287 N  
Cameron, MT  |  682-4555

C a m e r o n ,  M o n t a n a

Valentines 
Special

Prime Rib and 
Crab with 3 sides 

and a glass of 
wine for $45.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22

Noon
Brown Bag Lunch about Anselmo 

Mine History
Butte-Silver Bow Historic Preservation 

Officer Mary McCormick presentation at 
the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

10 a.m.
Meeting for Madison County 

Democrats
Madison County Democrats will 

have their monthly at the Thompson-
Hickman library in Virginia City. For 

more information, contact Cindy 
Gockel.

10 a.m. – Noon
ECE- Mindfulness and Meditation 

Workshop
Learn how to practice mindfulness and 

why practicing meditation provides 
health benefits such as sleep, stress 
reduction and emotional regulation. 
Jan Brooks will teach the class in 
homeroom #3 at Ennis Schools. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28

5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
ECE – Baking Classics Workshops
Join Kelly Starr from Tavern 287 to 

bake and decorate a classic swiss roll, 
while learning tips and techniques. The 
workshop will be taught in homeroom 

#6 at Ennis Schools. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
ECE- Mapping and Orienteering 

in the Snow
This beginner course on using a 

compass will teach basic skills to 
avoid getting lost while recreating in 
the wilderness. Use the information 
learned in the classroom at the Jack 

Creek Preserve in outdoor orienteering 
exercises/routes using compasses and 

snowshoes! 

11 a.m.
Romp & Rhythm Story Time

Romp & Rhythm is a music and 
movement-based story time for kids 

and families first and third Saturdays at 
the Madison Valley Public Library. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
ECE- A Guide to Bird Feeding 

& Bird Feeders
Marc Elser will lead the discussion in 

homeroom #5 at Ennis Schools. The 
workshop and will cover general bird 

feeding with an emphasis on our over-
wintering species. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
ECE – Baking Classics Workshops
Join Kelly Starr from Tavern 287 to 

bake and decorate a classic swiss roll, 
while learning tips and techniques. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
ECE- Animal Felting Workshop
Join Gail Barndt and Jen Doney 

for a fun day of needle felting your 
favorite animal. Bring a sack lunch and 
pictures of the animal you would like 

to make (pictures will also be available 
to choose from) to Ennis High School’s 

art room.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
ECE- Metro Rings Sewing Workshop

This is a confident beginner or 
intermediate level quilting class with 

Kathy Olkowski. Kathy will send you a 
materials list prior to the workshop in 
Ennis High School’s commons room. 

6:30 p.m.
Chautauqua

At the Elling House Arts & Humanities 
Center in Virginia City. Open to all 
seeking entertainment, intellectual 

or spiritual growth and local culture. 
To perform, contact Toni James for 

reservations.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18

6 p.m. 
Livestock Guard Dog Presentation 

for Ranchers
Come meet and learn about 
Livestock Guard Dogs at the 

Elks Lodge in Dillon. People and 
Carnivores teamed up with Blackleaf 
Guardians to offer an informational 
presentation on Livestock Guardian 
Dogs and other proactive measures 

to reduce livestock losses to 
predators and the risk of conflict with 

large carnivores.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
ECE- Painting with Wool & Needle 

Felt Workshop
Gail Barndt and Jen Doney will teach 
a second workshop in the Ennis High 

School art room. It will be like paint by 
numbers but with colored wool. Bring 
a sack lunch and a second picture of 
your choice to make, now that your 

technique is learned. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27 

5 p.m.
Book Discussion for “Being Mortal”

At the Sheridan Public Library.  
Jeanette Prodgers will lead the 

discussion on Atul Gawande’s book, 
Being Mortal: Medicine and What 

Matters in the End. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29 

10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
ECE- Dyeing with Plants Workshop

Come and explore the fun of 
natural dyeing using native plants in 

homeroom #6 at Ennis Schools. Jessie 
Slix will teach the workshop. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 7 

9 a.m.
Getting Real 

Students seventh through 12th, 
parents and other adults interested 

in enhancing their personal and 
professional relationships are 

welcomed to join this communication 
workshop. Participants will examine 

their own verbal and non-verbal 
responses and receive personalized 

coaching on effective communication 
skills. The free workshop will be held 

at the Ennis High School. 
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