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Happy 
Holidays!

2019 Year In Review

Chronic Wasting Disease is here
ANOTHER SOUTHWEST MONTANA DEER TESTS POSITIVEANOTHER SOUTHWEST MONTANA DEER TESTS POSITIVE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Two white-tailed deer 
tested positive for chronic 
wasting disease in the 
Ruby Valley. 

The bucks harvested 
from Hunting District 
322 west of Sheridan are 
the first CWD cases to 
be detected in southwest 
Montana. CWD is a fatal 
disease that affects the 
nervous system of deer, 
elk, moose and caribou. 
It has been detected in 
25 states, two Canadi-
an provinces, Norway, 
Finland, South Korea and 
continues to expand in 
areas.

“There is no reason 
this should deter hunters’ 
love of hunting,” Montana 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
region one information 
officer Dillon Tabish said.

Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
advises not to eat meat of 
a CWD positive animal. 
The disease only is not 
transmittable to livestock 
or humans, according to 
FWP. 

Over 7,000 animals 

were sampled this year 
and 131 of them tested 
positive for CWD. Most 
positives came from areas 
where the disease has 
been known. FWP con-
ducted CWD surveillance 
along the Montana high-
line and around Philips-
burg, Libby and Billings. 
Hunters could submit 
samples at no charge in 
areas that were not under 
priority surveillance. 

“We accept samples 
all times of year,” FWP 
region three information 
officer Morgan Jacobsen 
said. 

According to FWP’s 
2019 Wildlife Health 
Program Priority Disease 
Summary, the prevalence 
of CWD in the area where 
it was first detected almost 
three years ago, south of 
Billings, is estimated to 
be 2% of the mule deer 
population and 1% of the 
white-tailed population. 

An abnormal protein, 
called a prion, causes the 
neurologic disease, much 
like “Mad Cow” disease in 
cows and Creutzfeldt-Ja-
kob disease in humans. 
The abnormal proteins 

accumulate and cause 
neuronal cell death that 
leads to fatal nerve and 
brain damage.

The protein has been 
found throughout the 
bodies of infected ani-
mals, including the lymph 
nodes, blood, salvia, urine 
and sheds. CWD is usu-
ally transmitted through 
animal-to-animal contact. 
It is harder for the disease 
to be transmitted through 
the contact of prion-con-
taminated environment, 
but prions can remain in-
fectious in grass and soil 
for at least two years.

According to FWP’s 
2019 Wildlife Health 
Program Priority Disease 
Summary, it is difficult to 
determine the effects of 
the slow-moving disease 
on population. Several 
field studies and computer 
models found that popu-
lations could be substan-
tially reduced over time. 

CWD cannot be 
eradicated in a herd, but 
FWP management efforts 
focus on containment and 
limiting infected herds’ 
contact with other popu-
lations.

COURTS
Bozeman Man 
connected to 
Harrison Post 
Office break in

Randolph F. Taylor plead-
ed not guilty to three felonies 
in Madison County District 
Court Dec. 16.

Taylor is charged with 
burglary, theft of unauthorized 
control over property and ob-
structing justice in connection 
to a break in at the Harrison 
Post Office June 16. 

The investigation led to 
amending the original charges, 
including changing a charge of 
accountability to burglary to 
burglary. The court dismissed 
Taylor’s claim that the case 
should be thrown out due to 
lack of probable cause Dec. 19. 

The final pre-trial confer-

ence is scheduled for Feb. 10, 
2020.

 Fourth DUI 
conviction 

Jovana Marie Gray of Butte 
was sentenced in Madison 
County District Court Dec. 16 
on convictions of aggravated 
DUI, her fourth offense and a 
felony, and obstructing a peace 
office, a misdemeanor. 

Gray slid off of State High-
way 55 and became stuck in the 
snowy median March 2, 2019. 
According to court records, 
Gray attempted to switch seats 
with the passenger before law 
enforcement arrived. She then 
intended to impair the breath 
sample with quarters in her 
mouth. The Madison County 
officer heard clinking in her 
mouth prior to taking the sam-

ple, according to the affidavit.   
Gray was sentenced to 13 

months at the Montana De-
partment of Corrections and 
another three years that she 
will be able to serve on proba-
tion for the aggravated DUI. 
She was also f ined $500.

The court recommended 
Gray to the Warm Springs 
Addiction Treatment and 
Change, a 6-month resi-
dential program for people 
convicted of a fourth DUI. 
Upon completion of WATCh, 
her remaining sentence can 
be served on probation. 

 Gray received a suspended 
6-month sentence and a $500 
fine for obstructing a peace 
officer. She has 180 days of 
credit for time served, which 
can go toward fines or sen-
tences. Both sentences will be 
served at the same time.

Domestic violence 
sentence

Christopher Wayne 
Ransom, from Harrison, was 
convicted of strangulation of 
his partner, a felony, partner 
assault, a misdemeanor, and 
three counts of violating a no 
contact order, a misdemeanor, 
Dec. 16.

Ransom will serve at least 
seven days of his year-long-
sentence for partner assault in 
the next three months. Mad-
ison County District Court 
suspended all of 10 days of the 
sentence and Ransom has three 
days of time-served-credit. He 
also has to pay $300 in fines.

The court sentenced 
Ransom to 180 days in jail for 
violating a no contact order. 
Ransom will be able to serve 
the sentence on probation and 

has to pay $250 in fines. 
Ransom charges originated 

July 18, 2019 in Ennis, accord-
ing to the affidavit.

65 jurors pulled
Madison County District 

Court scheduled a draw of 
65 jurors for a three-day trail 
starting Jan. 13, 2020.

Brenton Daniel Brown, of 
Sheridan, is charged with two 
felonies of sexual abuse of a 
child and tampering with a 
witness, and a misdemeanor 
of endangering the welfare of 
a child. 

According to court docu-
ments, the Madison County 
Sheriff ’s Office conducted an 
investigation from text messag-
es that the 36-year-old man al-
legedly sent a 15-year-old girl. 

The August 2018 allegations 
lead to charges against Brown 
Sept. 10, 2018. 

Outstanding 
arrest warrant

Mark James Bohnemann 
from Bozeman did not appear 
at his change of plea hearing 
at Madison County District 
Court Dec. 16. 

He is charged with two 
felonies of issuing bad checks. 
Bohnemann wrote a bad check 
of $1,309.97 to Shedhorn 
Sports in Ennis April 14, 2018. 
He paid for the bad check with 
another bad check amounting 
to $1,426 on Aug. 4, 2018. 

Bohnemann has an 
outstanding warrant for his 
arrest. 

PHOTO COURTESY MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS
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Review

news
Shutdown woes
A sign at the Ennis U.S. Forest Service office lets visitors know that 
the office will be closed until the partial federal government shut-
down is lifted. The Forest Service, overseen by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, is unfunded during the shutdown. PHOTO BY REA-
GAN COLYER

BY REAGAN COLYER 
news@madisoniannews.com

As of Jan. 21, the federal government’s partial shutdown has 
stretched on for 31 days, the longest in U.S. history by 10 days. 

The Center for American Progress reports that over 6,000 of 
the around 800,000 furloughed federal workers are in Montana, 
spread across over a dozen federal offices. 

Employees missed their first paycheck of 2019 Jan. 11. Near-
ly 4,000 of those furloughed employees work for the Montana 
branch of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The USDA includes 
several state agencies: 56 offices of the Farm Service Agency; the 
Office of Rural Development, which facilitates grants and loans 
for economic development and for projects like Sheridan’s new 
million-dollar well project; the Forest Service and the staff that 
manage Montana’s 10 national forests. The Food Safety and In-
spection Service (FSIS) is also not working, including the 22 peo-
ple it employs to monitor and protect agricultural products and 
public health.

Avalanche near Pony 
takes skier’s life
Four skiers triggered an avalanche in the Bell Lake area in the 
Tobacco Root mountains on Friday, Jan. 25. Two were caught in 
the avalanche and carried over a thousand feet down the slope, 
causing injuries to one and resulting in the death of the other. 
PHOTO COURTESY GNFAC

BY REAGAN COLYER 
news@madisoniannews.com

A 35-year-old California man died after his group triggered an 
avalanche near Bell Lake in the Tobacco Root Mountains, south of 
Pony. He was later identified as Benjamin Hirsch McShane of San 
Francisco.

The Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center reports that 
the group of four skiers were ascending a heavily-treed steep 
slope when they triggered a large avalanche. The pair highest up 
the slope was able to hold onto trees, while the two skiers farther 
down the hill were caught in the avalanche and partially buried. 

McShane died of blunt force injuries at the scene of the av-
alanche while the other skier who was caught was then airlifted 
with serious injuries. The other two skiers were not injured.

Grizzlies in the 
Gravellys
Donivan Campbell’s wound from the grizzly 
bear attack at St. James Healthcare in Butte, 
Montana. Sept. 17. “If we weren’t together,” 
Campbell said. “I think it’s pretty obvious that 
I wouldn’t be here.” PHOTO BY CHRIS GRE-
GERSEN

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Donivan Campbell wrapped his hands 
around the back of his head and neck as 
a grizzly bear pinned him face down in the 
Gravelly Mountains. He felt the moist warmth 
of the bear’s mouth on the hand covering his 
head as a large tooth slid between his figures. 
At the same moment, his hunting partner shot 
at the grizzly from behind, jolting the bear into 
the nearby brush crossing the hillside.

Grizzly encounters in the Gravellys be-
come increasingly common in 2019.

Madison 
River ice 
gorging 
causes 
flooding
This scene, at Valley Garden 
FAS, shows the extent of the 
flooding – and subsequent 
freezing – as a result of the 
Madison River’s flow being 
diverted by ice gorging. 
PHOTO BY JOHN TAYLOR

BY JOHN D. TAYLOR 
editor@madisoniannews.
com

Walk across the High-
way 287 bridge over Odell 
Creek south of town and you 
will see a rather scary sight, 
a huge slug of water roar-
ing under the bridge, mere 
inches away from cresting 
the concrete edge of the 
bridge. Ice gorging has 
backed up water, flooding 
the southern and eastern 
meadows around town, in-
cluding the Valley Garden 
and Ennis Fishing Access 
Sites. And Ennis is not the 
only place contending with 
ice gorging. Similar issues 
are taking place on the Jef-
ferson and Rosebud rivers.
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Gone in a 
blink
The former Ruby Valley Hos-
pital building in Sheridan 
was torn down last week, 
after the hospital Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously 
to demolish the building in 
January. A call for proposals 
for a new use went unan-
swered, and now the board 
will deliberate on what the 
future of the lot will hold. The 
former medical clinic build-
ing, as well as a large pine 
tree and a trout statue, will 
remain in the space. PHOTO 
BY REAGAN COLYER

BY REAGAN COLYER
news@madisoniannews.com

And just like that, the old 
Ruby Valley Hospital building 
in Sheridan is gone.

The hospital’s Board of 
Trustees unanimously voted 
in January to tear down the 
building, after efforts to find 
an economically-viable use 
for the empty space were 
unsuccessful. 

Deconstruction of Varney Bridge
Moments after removing the west side of Varney Bridge, two construction workers stand 
on the new edge of the old bridge. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

It was a breezy, sunny day on Varney Road as a crane plucked the west side of the 
122-year-old bridge from its concrete bearings around 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 28.

Construction is still ongoing.

What’s 
right for 
Ennis? 
Richard Sneigoski, a valued 
volunteer with Ennis Am-
bulance Service. PHOTO BY 
HANNAH KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Safe Tech. Solutions, a 
consulting firm for emergen-
cy medical services based 
in Minnesota, conducted 
an assessment on the Ennis 
Ambulance Service from 
the conference room of the 
Madison Valley Bank, June 
20. 

The assessment looked 
into the future needs of the 
area and potential funding 
opportunities for the ambu-
lance service. As Madison 
County grows and health 
care gets more complex, 
the services that the area 
provides will have to grow 
with it. The assessment con-
sidered the future reliability, 
viability and sustainability 
of the Ennis Ambulance Ser-
vice, which is in good stand-
ings with current demands.

Plane Crash 
This image of grizzly movement tracking via telemetry by airplane is from 2016. PHOTO 
COURTESY OF USGS, PUBLIC DOMAIN

BY KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

An Aviat-1A Husky crashed into a meadow 35 miles south of Ennis July 17.
The passengers were a United States hired Geological Survey contractor who was 

also the pilot, and an USGS scientist. Neither had fatal injuries.
“They’re part of our annual surveys of population monitoring of the Greater Yellow-

stone Grizzly Bear. (It is) one piece of data used in annual monitoring,” Suzanna Soileau, 
outreach coordinator with USGS, said. 

Allen Kenitzer, with the Office of Communications at the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, described this type of plane as a, two-seat, high-wing, utility aircraft. 

Sinking Aircraft
Numerous departments, spanning at least two 
counties, responded to a sinking aircraft at the 
Ennis – Big Sky Airport July 15. “It was good to see 
the community response for sure,” Choice Aviation 
manager, Troy Hunter said. 

BY HANNAH KEARSE 
news@madisoniannews.com

A private aircraft at the Ennis – Big Sky Airport be-
gan sinking through the pavement of the south park-
ing apron around 3 p.m. July 15. 

According to Jani Flinn at the Madison Coun-
ty Commissioners Office, a $2.4 million grant will 
be used to improve and upgrade the parking and 
taxing areas, including the south apron where the 
wheel of the Bombardier Global 7500 sunk into the 
pavement. 

“The plane stopped in an area that it wasn’t sup-
posed to be in,” Flinn said.

The aircraft swung too wide when it maneuvered 
the turn on the taxiway and entered the edge of the 
south parking apron, which isn’t rated to withstand 
the aircraft’s operating weight of 56,800 pounds. As 
it momentarily stopped for clearance, the 29-year-
old pavement beneath it failed and the plane’s right 
main gear wheel began to sink. 

Former Madison County Sheriff 
convicted of official misconduct
In closing statements,  Roger Thompson’s attorney, Todd Whipple, said that Thompson 
“broke the rules, not the law and that’s a huge difference.” (L-R) Todd Whipple, Roger 
Thompson. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Former Madison County Sheriff Roger Thompson was found guilty of official miscon-
duct, a misdemeanor, in Madison County’s District Court in Virginia City Nov. 7

 The jury deliberated for over four hours but was unable to conclude on a verdict for 
the two felony charges, tampering with evidence and perjury.  Thompson pleaded guilty 
to an alternative charge of false swearing, a misdemeanor, at Lewis and Clark District 
Court Dec. 12.

Madison River Regulations
Sign over the entrance of the Madison Foods grocery store, indicating a prioritiza-
tion of fishing in Ennis’ economy Dec. 21. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Survey results and written submissions will be considered before Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks drafts a proposal. Individuals who are not satisfied with the online 
survey, www.surveymonkey.com/r/RDWKFXW, can submit written comments to 
FWP.

In April 2019, FWP proposed regulations to the commission, which were denied. 
The proposal received mixed support from conservation organizations, Madison 
County businesses, the commercial fishing industry and recreational users of the 
Madison River. The underlying concern for some is FWP restricting the river to an 
unnecessary point that could negatively impact the local economy.

The community has been divided on the extent that regulations are needed 
to address conflict and crowding on sections of the river. The survey asks input 
on addressing four main issues, commercial fishing outfitter management, social 
conflict management on the upper Madison River, lower Madison River recre-
ational management and angler use management on the upper Madison River.

Willow Creek Drainage 
after a microburst
Megan Franecki and Donnie Williams keep a positive mindset as they 
try to find a way out of the debris with William’s two dogs, Riddick and 
Mala, on Aug.11. PHOTO COURTESY MEGAN FRANECKI.

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The big Montana sky darkened, and the wind howled. A rumble 
bellowed through a narrow mountaintop-valley, too intense to be 
thunder.

Megan Franecki and Donnie Williams stood under a large, dead 
tree with Williams’ dogs, Riddick and Mala to avoid the jawbreak-
er-sized hail falling from the sky. Franecki clung to Williams, her eyes 
shut tight in fear. 

“What is that?”
“Those are the trees,” Williams said. 
A microburst in the Tobacco Root Mountains near Granite Lake 

stranded them in its wreckage. Another couple, Bill and Kathy Bahny 
from Helena, were also stuck, and the four of them hiked and climbed 
to get out of the mess.

“I truly believe in strength in numbers,” Franecki said. “But as it got 
darker and started raining again, it kicked in, we’re not getting out of 
here by ourselves.” 

Madison County sustained substantial damage to structures, 
crops and vehicles during the Aug. 11 storm. 

Madison County housing needs
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

A survey to help identify housing needs in Madison County showed a majority of re-
sponders (61 percent) said that housing costs are 30 percent or more of their income. 

An affordable housing issue has historically been indicated as housing costs exceed-
ing 30 percent of household income. Montana housing costs continue to increase faster 
than wages, shrinking housing options for many Montanans.  

“Without stable housing everything else falls apart,” Madison County Housing Advisory 
Board member, Cindy Gockel said.
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obituaries
Delbert Silas Hartford

February 24, 1925 to December 21, 2019
Delbert Silas Hartford died 

on Dec. 21, 2019, from compli-
cations due to congestive heart 
failure. He was born on Feb. 
24, 1925, to Harrison and Isa-
bella Hartford, on a dairy farm 
outside of Hancock, Wiscon-
sin. He worked on the family 
farm and attended high school 
until he was drafted into the 
Army to serve in World War II. 
While stationed in Germany, 
he attended the Nuremburg 
Trials, and spent three days 
driving truckloads of soldiers 
to bear witness to the proceed-
ings as well. During his time 
in the service, he was able to 
complete his GED. He was later 
medically discharged and sent 
back to the States. 

Once back from the war, 
he returned to the family farm 
before heading to Minneapolis 
to train at a telegraphy school. 
While at home, he met the love 
of his life, Agnes Bednarek. 
They married on May 21, 1949 
in Princeton, Wisconsin. 

That same year, they brief ly 
moved to Gardiner, Mont., 
where Del began his job as a 
telegrapher for the Northern 
Pacific Railroad. The family 
again moved brief ly to Boz-
eman before finally settling 
in Alder. From this amazing 
marriage, six children were 
born: Roseanne, JoAnn (died 
as an infant), Robert, Daniel, 
MaryAnn and James. While in 
Alder, he worked as a Depot 
Agent for the Northern Pacific/
Burlington Northern railroad 
company for over 45 years. 

Del was a staple of his com-
munity, volunteering at the 
Tobacco Roots Mountain Care 
Center every week, and at Saint 
Mary’s Catholic Parish in Lau-
rin as a reader and Eucharistic 
minister. After 30 years of 
marriage, Agnes passed away 
in 1979. Del re-married in 1980 
to Dorla Carol, who passed 
away earlier this year.

Del is survived by his five 
children, Roseann Troyer and 

Mary Ann Birdsill (Dan) of 
Alder, Dan Hartford (Janet) 
and James Hartford (Christy) 
of Green River, Wyom., Robert 
Harford (Maya) of Bellingham, 
Wash., two sisters, JoAnn and 
Eileen, his two step-daughters, 
Tammie and Sue, and many 
grandchildren, great grand-
children, nieces and nephews.

A prayer vigil will be held 
on Jan, 3 at 7 p.m. at K & L 
Mortuaries in Sheridan, Mont. 
A mass of Christian burial will 
be held on Jan. 4 at 11 a.m. at 
Saint Mary’s of the Assump-
tion in Laurin, Mont., with 
interment at Laurin Cemetery 
following. A reception will be 
held afterward at the Alder 
Community Center. In lieu of 
f lowers, Del requested dona-
tions be made to St. Mary’s 
Church, the Ruby Valley Med-
ical Center, and the Tobacco 
Roots Mountain Care Center. 

“God works in mysterious 
ways…and you can take that to 
the bank!”- Del 

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

Dorothy Rae (Jones) Davis
July 17, 1939 to December 10, 2019

Dorothy Rae (Jones) Davis 
passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by her loving family 
on Dec. 10, 2019 at Edgewood 
in Helena, Montana.  Dorothy 
was born to Milton E. and 
Helen (Nordberg) Jones in 
Whitehall, Montana on July 17, 
1939.  Dorothy spent her early 
childhood living in southwest 
Montana, growing up in small 
rural towns close to her grand-
parents, aunts, uncles and 
cousins until they later moved 
to Helena where she attended 
middle and high school, gradu-
ating from Helena High School 
in 1957.

In September 1957, Dorothy 
married Ronald Lee Kenney 
to whom she was married for 
25 years.  Lee and Dorothy 
had three children, Deborah, 
Laurie, and Ronald Jr.  During 
her early work years, Dorothy 
worked at Midland Bank in 

Billings as a bank teller, was 
employed by the political sec-
tion of the American Embassy 
in Kathmandu, Nepal in the 
mid 1960’s, and later worked 
again as a bank teller for the 
Union Bank and First National 
Bank in Bozeman and Helena.  
Dorothy was an engaged, sup-
portive and devoted mother.  
She was actively involved in 
and supported her children’s 
school and extracurricular 
activities, was an excellent 
seamstress, was an amazing 
cook, and took great pride in 
her home and garden.    As we 
grew up and had families of 
our own, we often wondered 
how she was able to do all that 
she did; she was an amazing 
Mom and we were so blessed to 
have her.

In August 1982 Dorothy 
married Michael G. Davis of 
Helena whom she met while 
working at the Montana 
Department of Justice where 
Dorothy worked in accounts 
payable/payroll and later a 
state driver’s examiner and 
Mike was a member of the 
Montana Highway Patrol.  
Dorothy and Mike’s occupa-
tions moved them to multiple 
locations across the state; 
Helena, Glendive, Miles City, 
and Butte until Dorothy was 
injured on the job in April 

1994 and suffered a debilitat-
ing stroke and traumatic brain 
injury.  Mike and Dorothy later 
settled in Sheridan, Montana 
to be close to her parents and 
her extended family.  They 
remained in Sheridan for over 
20 years until they returned to 
Helena in the spring of 2018.  

Dorothy was a beautiful, 
giving, compassionate, and 
wonderful soul.  She loved her 
children and grandchildren 
deeply and was extremely 
proud of all of them.  She was a 
beloved daughter, sister, aunt, 
niece, mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother.  Al-
though Dorothy was chal-
lenged with more than her 
share of hardship and adversi-
ty, she never complained and 
always persevered.  Dorothy 
was a caretaker through and 
through, she cared for her 
parents in their later years and 
mentored her grandchildren in 
the arts of driving, cross stitch, 
painting, crafts, gardening 
and most of all being kind.  
Dorothy was full of grace and 
kindness toward everyone; 
Heaven has welcomed a very 
special angel.     

Dorothy is survived by her 
husband, Michael Davis, her 
three children, Deborah Ken-
ney Johnson of Missoula, Lau-
rie Tobol (Tom) of Helena, and 

Ronald L. Kenney, Jr. (Beth) 
of Naperville, Illinois.  She is 
also survived by her grandchil-
dren T.J. Tobol of Townsend, 
Brian Tobol of Helena, Ja-
mie (Ben) Gates of Helena, 
Shaylene (Jake) Checketts of 
Ogden, UT, Amanda Johnson 
of Surrey, ND, Sean (Alexia 
Stingley) Johnson of Havre, 
Erin Johnson of Missoula, and 
Joshua Johnson of Minot, ND.  
Dorothy’s seven great-grand-
children are Riley and Logan 
Tobol of Townsend, Taetum 
Gates of Helena, Paycen and 
Keeley Checketts of Ogden, 
UT, and Noah and Rylee John-
son of Havre.  Dorothy is also 
survived by her sister-in-law 
Judy Jones and niece Christine 
Jones of Castlerock, WA, her 
dear Aunt Marjorie Mailey of 
Sheridan, MT and numerous 
cousins and extended family 
members.  

Dorothy was preceded in 
death by her parents, Helen 
and Milton Jones, her brother 
Donald Jones, her granddaugh-
ter Baylea Kenney, and her 
great-grandson Tyler Dean 
Johnson.

Cremation has taken place.  
A private family service will be 
held later.  Memorial donations 
may be made to the Lewis and 
Clark Humane Society or a 
charity of choice.
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MADISON COUNTY 

D I S P AT C H
December 22, 2019

A disturbance was reported in Ennis.
A wildlife complaint was made in Sheridan.
A traffic complaint was made in Ennis.
A fire call was made in McAllister.
A welfare check was performed in Pony.

December 23, 2019

An accident occurred in Harrison.
Medical aid was administered in Sheridan.
A traffic complaint was made in Norris.
Suspicious circumstances were reported 
in Ennis.
An animal complaint was made in Twin 
Bridges.

December 24, 2019

A traffic complaint was made in Twin 
Bridges.
Medical aid was administered in Norris.
An accident occurred in Ennis and out of 
the county.
Suspicious circumstances were reported 
in Sheridan and Ennis.
A welfare check was performed in 
McAllister.
A DUI arrest was made in Sheridan.
A citizen was assisted in McAllister.

December 25, 2019

A theft complaint was reported in 
Sheridan.

An accident occurred in Cameron.
Medical aid was administered in Ennis.

December 26, 2019

Medical aid was administered in Sheridan 
and Pony.
A welfare check was performed in 
McAllister.
A trespass complaint was made in 
Cameron.
Lost/found property was reported in 
Sheridan.

December 27, 2019

Accidents occurred in Twin Bridges and 
Harrison.
A traffic complaint was made in McAllister 
and Silver Star.
Suspicious circumstances were reported 
in McAllister.
A fire call was made in Sheridan.
A DUI arrest was made in Ennis.

December 28, 2019

An animal complaint was made in Twin 
Bridges.
A citizen was assisted in Sheridan.
A disturbance was reported in Virginia 
City.
Warrant service was performed in Ennis.
A welfare check was performed in 
McAllister.

In areas with low cell phone coverage, 
you can now text 911 in case of emergency.

The Madison 
County Sheriff’s 
Office responded 
to 66 calls for 
service from Dec. 
22-28, 2019.
 

*Please note the new 
physical address for our 
office, 5 Placer Loop, 
Virginia City as of 9/5/19.  
Thank you!

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

By KEELY LARSON

Voluntaire: noun, French. One 
who offers himself for military 
service.

The term volunteer originated 
in the 1600s in a military sense, 
referring to someone who joined 
the forces by choice rather than 
being conscripted. It was record-
ed this way in the 1600s and in a 
more community service sense in 
the 1630s. Big, societal upheavals 
made people more aware of the 
disparities between neighbors 
and different groups started to 
work to help those in need. As 
the term progressed it came to 
be defined as a person who used 
their spare time and worked to 
benefit others through a variety 
of ways. 

The Happiness Magazine lists 
seven reasons volunteering is 
important. As a tribute to our 
volunteers in 2019, we include 
this list and a brief description 
of each. Thank you to all our 
community members who have 
done so much for the betterment 
of our corners of the world.

1.Volunteering connects you 
with others

Feeling connected and making 
new relationships while working 

towards a goal one feels pas-
sionate about is a big effect of 
volunteering. Organizing a food 
pantry or wrapping Christmas 
presents with others provides a 
good medium for conversations.

2.Volunteering builds self-confi-
dence and self-esteem

There is no getting around the 
fact that when accomplishing 
something selflessly, the feelings 
of satisfaction and accomplish-
ment follow. This self-confidence 
boost does not take away from 
the job done—it adds to the over-
all positive outcome.

3. Volunteering is important for 
physical health

Research from Carnegie Mel-
lon University in 2013 showed 
that adults over 50 who regularly 
volunteered were less likely to 
develop high blood pressure com-
pared to non-volunteers. There is 
a lot to be said for volunteers who 
are in their late eighties but do 
not look a day over 70.

4.Voluteering is important for 
mental health

As some may be familiar with 
a runner’s high, Happiness Mag-
azine calls out a ‘helper’s high.’ 
Putting someone else’s well-being 

above your own has the ability to 
increase mental health on both 
sides of the equation.

5. Volunteering is important for 
a sense of purpose 

The sense of purpose comes 
into play as volunteers have the 
agency to choose where to donate 
their time. Volunteers make the 
choice to work for however many 
hours a week for an organization 
or club that matters to them, 
adding to the physical and mental 
benefits.

6. Volunteering helps you forget 
your own problems

Diving into someone else’s 
problems puts your own into 
perspective. Taking time to focus 
on something else may leave you 
with a renewed outlook and sense 
of what matters.

7. Volunteering is important for 
your career 

This is important for younger 
generation of volunteers. Not 
only is volunteering a good 
resume builder, but it provides 
experiences not always found in 
the classroom, such as working 
with a wide demographic of peo-
ple and improving time manage-
ment skills.

Volunteering in review
Thoughts for the future

Bozeman 12 C track meet 
results 
Sophomore, Jackson Nye placed 1st in the 1600 meter run with a time of 
5:09:31. He also placed 1st in 400 Meters with a time of 55.44, 1st in 800 
Meters with a time of 2:18:55, 6th in 300m Hurdles with a time of 50.78, 
and 2nd in Javelin with a throw of 126 feet 6 inches. PHOTO COURTESY 
ANDREA CHRISTENSEN

BY JOHN D. TAYLOR 
editor@madisoniannews.com

Harrison, Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges track teams competed at 
the District 11 - 12C Track Meet in Bozeman May 11. Harrison boys’ track 
team is placed 1st for the second year in a row.

Golfing State Champion 
A parade to honor the State Champs for Ennis golf and track on Fri., May 31 on Main 
Street. Pictured is Landri Paladichuck, who now holds the title of Class C state golf 
tournament champion. PHOTO COURTESY BRIAN HILTON

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Landri Paladichuck, a rising junior at Ennis High School, played one of her best 
games at the Golfing State Championship May 13 -15. 

Paladichuck scored an 88 on the first day of the championship rounds and 85 the 
second day, which was her second lowest score of the season. Paladichuck won the 
Class C state golf tournament.

Year in Reviewsports

cross country teams 
at the State Meet
Those smiles are indicative of hard work paying off, 
the Twin Bridges Falcons took 3rd at the state cross 
country meet. PHOTO COURTESY OF STACY DALE

By KEELY LARSON 
connect@madisoniannews.com

State cross country was held in Great Falls on 
Saturday and Madison County teams were ready 
to run, despite the snow and 30 degree thermom-
eter readings. Conditions were wet and cold, mak-
ing the golf course sloppy.

Nonetheless, Twin Bridges boys took 3rd overall. 
Ennis girls’ cross country placed 5th overall, the 

smallest team in the top five with all runners scor-
ing. 

Luke Dvorak, Sheridan, placed 10th and made 
all-state with a time of 18:44.

2019 District 12C Volleyball Champions
After winning all their matches in Twin Bridges at the 2019 District 12C Volleyball 
Tournament, the Ennis Mustangs retain their championship title Nov. 1. PHOTO BY 
HANNAH KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Ennis Mustangs clinched the District 12C championship Nov. 1. The two-day vol-
leyball tournament in Twin Bridges led to a championship match between top-seeded 
Granite High School and second-seeded Ennis Mustangs.

“We wanted to play Granite again because we always play better against them,” 
Ennis senior volleyball player, Kennedy Davies said. “We play better against competi-
tion.”  

Ennis Mustangs won in three rounds (25 – 14, 25 – 15, 25 – 12) and both teams ad-
vanced to the Western C division tournament.

Everything they had
Twin Bridges’ Daniel Kruer goes for a basket against an Ar-
lee defender at the divisional challenge game in Deer Lodge 
on Wednesday, February 27. The Falcons lost to Arlee by one 
point, just missing out on a berth in the state tournament. 
PHOTO COURTESY GAIL BANKS

REAGAN COLYER 
news@madisoniannews.com 

After being twice delayed due to weather, the Twin 
Bridges Falcons played a challenge game against the Arlee 
Warriors in Deer Lodge on Wednesday, Feb. 27. 

Arlee was the runner up at the divisional championships, 
which took place in Butte February 21-23. But Twin Bridges, 
who placed third, were allowed to challenge the Warriors in 
an attempt to sweep their state championship berth out from 
under them.
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SPONSORED BY: 

WHERE TO WATCH:
• Channel: RFDTV Network
• Airings: 2 Per Week
• Networks: DISH, DirecTV, Cable TV, Digital Streaming
• Airtimes: Prime Airing Wednesday 8pm EST

TUNE IN!

WEDNESDAY’S 8:00 PM EST

JANUARY-JUNE 2020

Hosted by:“At this point in my life, I truly enjoy 
spending time in the outdoors whenever I 
can. This is a great opportunity for me to 
meet some outstanding land stewards on 
their own turf, plus help promote these 
amazing properties across the country.  
To say I’m excited about all of this, is an 

understatement!
~Brett Favre

Only On

(406) 682-3363 | 105 E MAIN STREET. ENNIS, MT 59729 | WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

406-682-4290 | www.eraarrow.com

Stay a week...or a lifetime ®

219 Main Street | Ennis, MT 59729
Donald Bowen

581-2991
Toni Bowen

570-9233
Debbie Richardson
Offi ce Coordinator

Robyn Erlenbush
Broker/Owner

Year in Review arts

44th annual Virginia City Art Show
Lance Johnson from Billings, Mont. paints oil on canvas during the 44th annual Virginia City Art Show July 27. 
PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

8th annual Cowboy Poetry event 
About 200 people brought camping chairs and sat in the mowed lawn next to the one-room Bear Creek school-
house and listened to cowboy poetry on July 20. A local band from Ennis, the Tune Tanglers, played in-between 
readings at the 8th annual Cowboy Poetry in Cameron, Mont.
PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Youth Art Month 
March was designated Youth Art Month (YAM) in 1962 to encourage support for school art programs. Sheridan 
School was proud to have three students exhibiting their artwork in the YAM exhibit, Eagen Cordingley (1st 
grade), Faith Randolph (6th grade) and Sarah Anson (11th grade). Their work hung in the hallway leading to Gov. 
Bullock’s office. SUBMITTED PHOTOS
L to R Anson, Randolph and Cordingley.

MADISON VALLEY ARTS FESTIVAL 
Pop-up booths lined Peter T’s Park next to Madison Valley Bank for the Madison Valley Annual Arts Festival in En-
nis.  The space was donated to the Ennis Arts Association, a non-profit, for the Saturday, Aug. 10 event. 59 artists 
came from all over to participate in the arts festival.
PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE
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The surgeon you 
can talk to about:

Dr. Nicholas Fromm isn’t just a great  
general surgeon, he’s also great to 
talk to. Dr. Fromm is friendly, non-
judgmental, and at ease with being 
asked anything. He performs a wide 
range of procedures here at Barrett 
Hospital & HealthCare, and is ready 
to start the conversation that will get 
you on your path to your best health. 
Whether you’ve been putting off a 
colonoscopy, are wary of getting 
a hernia repaired, or aren’t 
sure where to start with your 
gallbladder problems,  
Dr. Fromm is here to talk  
to you. 

 relief from hernia
 a colonoscopy
 Endoscopies
 Gallbladder problems
 anything

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

Make an appointment with Dr. Fromm today. 
Call 406-683-1188 or visit barretthospital.org for more information.  

Spring WorkshopsSpring Workshops

REGISTER AT WWW.ENNIS-ECE.ORG OR CALL 406-682-4258

ClassesClasses
OPEN SEWING & QUILTING ǀ MONDAYS 

5-8PM 

 EVENING SLOW FLOW YOGA
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS ǀ 5-6:15PM

 PAINTED LANDSCAPES
MONDAYS ǀ 6-7:30PM

 FLY TYING ǀ MONDAYS | 6PM-8PM 

 BEGINNING PICKLE BALL
TUESDAYS | 5-7PM 

 BEGINNING LEATHERWORKING
 TUESDAYS ǀ 6-8PM 

 LINE DANCING THROUGH THE DECADES
TUESDAYS ǀ 6-8PM 

 BEGINNING WELDING
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS ǀ 6-9PM 

 SNOWFLAKE QUILT CLASS
WEDNESDAYS | 5-8PM

 OPEN KNITTING | WEDNESDAYS
6-8PM

 FUR CRAFTING | WEDNESDAYS |7-8PM 

 YOGA FOR BEGINNERS | THURSDAYS 
|5:30-6:30PM

 BEGINNERS’ CLAY AND WHEEL 
THROWING ǀ THURSDAYS ǀ 6-8:30PM 

INTERMEDIATE PICKLE BALL SATURDAYS 
9-11AM 

WorkshopsWorkshops
 BEGINNING BUDGET AND 

BOOKKEEPING WITH SHEETS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18TH | 10AM-12PM 

 INFANT, CHILD, ADULT CPR, FIRST AID & 
AED | SATURDAY, JANUARY 18TH | 9-1PM 

 MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATION 
WORKSHOP | SATURDAY, JANUARY 25TH 

10AM - 12PM 

 BAKING THE CLASSICS | TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 28TH | 5-7PM 

 MAPPING AND ORIENTEERING IN THE 
SNOW| SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST

9AM-3PM

 FEED A BIRD: A GUIDE TO BIRD 
FEEDING AND BIRD FEEDERS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD| 6:30-8:30PM 

 MODELING WITH WOOL- WOOLY ANIMAL 
NEEDLE FELTING WORKSHOP

 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH| 9-3PM

 METRO RINGS SEWING WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH | 9-4PM

 PAINTING WITH WOOL – NEEDLE FELT A 
PICTURE OF A FOX

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND | 9-3PM

 DYEING WITH PLANTS WORKSHOP| 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29TH | 10AM-3PM

 GETTING REAL | SATURDAY, MARCH
10AM-3PM ECE WINTER SESSION 

REGISTER NOW!  ECE Winter Session 
Registration opens January 2nd, 2020

Classes and Workshops start January 13th through March 7th 

KIDSNSNOW.ORGKIDSNSNOW.ORG

January 11-12, 2020January 11-12, 2020

Year in Review

COUNTY FAIR WINNERS
Donna Bernier and Don Neville won ribbons at the county fair in August, Bernier for her canvas painting and Nev-
ille for his handmade wooden frame. Bernier, legally blind, and Neville told stories of their past and explained 
why they enjoy these artistic endeavors.  PHOTO BY SUSANNE HILL

Howl! A 
Montana 
Love Story
Virginia City’s very own playwright Allyson 
Adams has always been bold. She is an artist 
in the true sense, pushing boundaries without 
really meaning to and finding inspiration in 
sometimes surprising places. “Howl! A Mon-
tana Love Story” about the reintroduction 
of wolves to Yellowstone National Park pre-
miered at the Warren Miller Performing Arts 
Center.  PHOTO COURTESY ALLYSON ADAMS
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Partly cloudy skies with gusty 
winds. High 36F. Winds WSW at 
20 to 30 mph.

“Cheers to 
a new year 

and another 
chance for 
us to get it 

right.”
- Oprah Winfrey

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Intervals of clouds and sunshine. 
High 32F. Winds WSW at 10 to 
20 mph.

Partly cloudy and windy. High 44F. 
Winds WSW at 20 to 30 mph.

Mostly cloudy skies early, then 
partly cloudy in the afternoon. 
High 41F. Winds SW at 15 to 25 
mph. Winds could occasionally 
gust over 40 mph.

Mostly cloudy skies. High 36F. 
Winds W at 15 to 25 mph. Higher 
wind gusts possible.

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Where Eastern Medicine 
Meets The West.

Visit

to learn more
alz.org/ourstories

When something feels different,
it could be Alzheimer’s.
Now is the time to talk.

“ Everything was always very tidy.
 Then my family noticed how  
 disorganized I had become.”
 —Theresa, living with Alzheimer’s

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Christensen
R e n t a l s , L L C

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 12pm 
and return Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

406-581-3531 (cell) or 406-682-7236 (office)
P.O. Box 63 - Ennis, Montana 

bid@3rivers.net

CROY
construction

Licensed - Insured - Professional
 Custom Homes - Residential  - Commercial

Gary Croy 
 owner

Pete Hodgson, owner   406-290-3463

Project Management

Turn-Key New Construction

Sub-Contracting

Finish Carpentry

Log/Timber Construction

Architectural Steel Work

P.O. Box 1612  Ennis, MT 59729  ·  MVConstructionMT@gmail.com

Mountain-view-construction-LLC.business.site

      @MOUNTAIN VIEW CONSTRUCTION AND WOODWORKING

           @MOUNT VIEW CONSTRUCTION

Ennis Rodeo Association 
Annual Stockholders Meeting

January 15 at 6 p.m.

Alley Bistro

Commission to meet January 6 
for short agenda, work session

Submitted by GREG LEMON

The Montana Fish & Wildlife Com-
mission will meet Monday, Jan. 6 to dis-
cuss a few items of official business and 
to hold a work session.

The commission will consider a bull 
trout harvest closure on Lake Koocanusa 
and a petition to allow hovercraft on the 
Bitterroot and Clark Fork Rivers, along 
with the White Rock Coulee right of way 
easement and Helena urban deer plan 

quota ranges.
Beyond this official business, the 

commission will also hold a work session 
to discuss elk shoulder seasons.

The meeting will begin at 9 a.m. at 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks head-
quarters in Helena and live streamed 
to all regional offices around the state. 
The public can participate in the official 
meeting at any of these locations. The 
work session is open to the public, but no 
comment will be taken.

FWP ensures its meetings are fully 
accessible to those with special needs. To 
request arrangements, call FWP at 406-
444-3186.

For the full agenda and background 
on the scheduled topics, go to the FWP 
website at fwp.mt.gov; under “Quick 
Links” click “Commission.”

FWP's website offers live streamed au-
dio of each Fish & Wildlife Commission 
meeting. FWP Headquarters is located at 
1420 E. 6th Avenue, Helena.
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UP NEXT:

Year in Reviewfeatures

Green takes over Sheridan for the Leprechaun Dash
Young competitors in Sheridan’s 2019 Leprechaun Dash race down Main Street toward the finish line on Saturday, March 16. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHRISTINA MCRAE-HOLLAND

BY REAGAN COLYER 
news@madisoniannews.com

For several years now, one of Sheridan’s most popular fundraising events has also been one of its most festive: The Lepre-
chaun Dash, benefitting New Kids on the Block daycare.

Sheridan celebrated the holiday early with one-mile and 5k runs as well as a 100-yard kids’ dash March 16. Proceeds from 
the Leprechaun Dash, which totaled over $2,000, benefit New Kids on the Block, a nonprofit daycare, which serves families 
around the Ruby Valley. It is one of the daycare’s largest fundraising events of the year.

Twin Bridges Fly-In Car Show
Maggie Dawson, 2, from Twin Bridges waits for the pilots’ games to begin at the Twin 
Bridges Airport Fly-In Car Show during her first airshow June 15. PHOTO BY HANNAH 
KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com 

The sun shone through the occasional cloud and the wind was calm at the Twin 
Bridges Airport’s Fly-In Car show June 15. The favorable flying conditions contributed to 
a good turnout at the biennial event.

About 30 children became Experimental Aircraft Association Young Eagles as they 
soared the big sky with their EAA volunteer pilots. Grounded parents, some more anx-
ious than others, waited on the tarmac for their children to land safely from a 10-minute 
loop in the Ruby Valley. Children, ages 8 through 17, saw a bird’s-eye view of the event 
and the Tobacco Root Mountain Range, as tower-commands crackled in their head-
phones.

22nd annual Gravelly Range WILDFLOWER tour
Steve Hundley, a retired preacher living in Ennis, and other participants of the wildflower tour explore a meadow of wildflow-
ers in the Gravelly Mountains on July 9. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Meadows rolled out on either side of Gravelly Range Road, wildflowers speckled the green hills with an assortment of col-
ors. Participants at the 22nd Annual Gravelly Range Wildflower Tour followed the dirt road as it turned and climbed into the 
Gravelly Mountain Range southwest of Cameron, Montana July 9.

Pony Days 
The Candy Wagon parades down Broadway Street during Pony Days Aug. 3. PHOTO BY 
HANNAH KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Every three years people line Broadway Street in Pony, Montana to celebrate Pony 
Days with a parade. Local businesses, cowboys and cowgirls throw out candy and 
wave to spectators as they parade through the town’s center. 

Pony Farmers Market
Max Maxfield from Pony Produce speaks with market-goers Sept. 7. PHOTO BY HANNAH 
KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Vendors from around the region posted up at the Pony Farmers Market at the Po-
nyland Farm’s Red Barn Sept. 7. Hay scattered the barn floor and a dim light poured 
through windows onto the perusing crowd.Organic produce, fresh cut flowers, pot-
tery, local authors, sheep skins, soaps, essential oils, raw honey and other crafts wound 
through the red barn as August Ore’s acoustics drifted among the chatter. Blue Smoke 
Barbeque from Bozeman rolled in around noon to serve pulled pork and brisket from 
their food truck.

34th Annual Hunt-
ers Feed
Max Maxfield from Pony Produce 
speaks with market-goers Sept. 7. PHO-
TO BY HANNAH KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Familiar faces speckled through 
streams of newly arrived hunters and/or 
food enthusiasts on the downtown side-
walks of Ennis, all flowing toward Mad-
ison Valley Bank’s Peter T’s Park. Locals 
reveled with visitors in the elusive 2019 
fall afternoon that shown bright and 
brisk for the 34th Annual Hunters Feed 
Oct. 25.

Sheridan listens to honor its 
veterans
Chris Mumme’s hat captivates the attention of the youngest attendee at the 
Sheridan American Legions’ Open House 100-year Celebration Nov. 13. PHOTO 
BY HANNAH KEARSE

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The chatter in the log cabin fell quiet to hear six local veterans tell their stories 
of military service.

Sheridan’s American Legion Post #89 celebrated its 100th year with an open 
house Nov. 13. The attendance more than doubled expectations. Side caps 
poked from a sea of seated people representing a range of military service. 
Friends and family sat in between.

“The American Legion formed its identity according to four primary pillars 
of advocacy,” committee chairman of 100th anniversary events, Chris Mumme 
said. “Veterans, defense, youth and Americanism. That identity would be forged 
through individual obligation to community, state and nation.”

Spikes of laughter and awes spread through the audience as each speaker 
reflected on different perspectives of military service.
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New Year’s resolutions
By PETER ROSENBERGER

HopefortheCaregiver.com
 

There are an estimated 
50 million caregivers 
in the United States 

today. These are largely chil-
dren taking care of an elderly 
parent or a parent taking care 
of a child with special needs. 
Typically, when greeted by 
a friend or relative, they are 
almost always asked, “How is 
Joe or Jane?” rather than how 
they, the caregiver themselves, 
are doing?

Quite bluntly, all too many 
caregivers lose themselves in 
someone else’s story.  That loss 
of identity drifts into every part 
of a caregivers life, including 
New Year’s Resolutions. Instead 
of pursuing things of personal 

enhancements, many caregivers 
settle for just surviving. 

Yet, caregivers can thrive 
as healthier, calmer, and even 
(dare it be said) more joyful 
individuals —regardless of their 
circumstances. But it takes a 
little physical (and emotional) 
elbow-grease, planning, and 
practical directions from some-
one who knows the trail. 

Rather than loftier goals of 
losing 30 pounds and getting 
a better job or darker goals of 
simply not dying, caregivers’ 
New Year’s resolutions can be a 
series of small steps towards a 
better life for themselves—and 
allow them to better care for 
their loved one.

1) See a doctor yourself. 
More than 70% of caregivers 

don’t see a doctor.
2) Do something that 

reflects beauty and means 
something to your hear. Wood 
working, crafts, music, painting, 
gardening, and poetry/writing 
are example of things that we 
as caregivers have inside us. 
Sometimes we feel permission 
is required to express ourselves. 
So, for a great New Year’s 
resolution, give yourself that 
permission. 

 3) Make list of those you 
resent. Read it slowly. Picture 
each person (even if YOUR 
name in on this list). Then burn 
the list. Lose grudges but keep 
boundaries with those who are 
not safe or affirming. 

 4) Make one small change 
in your diet. For instance, sub-
stitute water for a sugary drink. 

Grab a piece of fruit instead of a 
candy bar. Substitute a salad for 
a burger. Olive oil for butter.

 5) Mail a card to yourself 
for the next upcoming holiday, 
a Valentine’s Day, Mother’s 
Day, Anniversary, Birthday.   
Pick out a card your loved 
one would send if he/she were 
healthy emotionally and physi-
cally. And put a $10 bill in it.

 6) Do something physical. 
Walk to the back of the house 
and back. Alan Alda walks 
around to John Phillips Sousa 
to help with his Parkinson’s. 
He’s not a doctor but he played 
one on TV …and it’s pretty 
good advice. He lifts up his 
knees. Something that simple 
can really benefit caregivers. 
Weight gain is common in care-
givers. (“I once got so big that 

my picture fell off the wall.”)
 7) Isolation is crippling. 

Find a support group. Yes, 
many exist online, but look for 
one close to you that matches 
your challenges( Alz, Parkin-
son’s, Autism, etc.) If there’s not 
one, go to a 12-step recovery 
group like Al-Anon.  It doesn’t 
have to match your situation 
exactly, but it’s good to spend 
time around people working a 
program to help them deal with 
something they can’t control.  

 8) Call a trusted friend and 
tell them you’re struggling. Take 
a leap of faith that they will 
listen. Don’t ask for solutions …
just an ear and a tender heart. 

 Small steps and attainable 
goals. Living as a caregiver 
doesn’t require us to be miser-
able or unhealthy.  Make this 

new year a spectacular one 
for you—even while serving 
as a caregiver, and remember, 
“Healthy Caregivers Make Bet-
ter Caregivers!”

ABOUT PETER 
ROSENBERGER

 A 30+ year caregiver for 
his wife, Gracie, who lives 
with severe disabilities, Peter 
Rosenberger understands the 
caregiver’s journey in ways few 
do. Broadcasting on Sirius XM’s 
Family Talk Channel 131, and 
on an additional 180 stations 
through American Family 
Radio, Peter hosts the nation’s 
#1 show for family caregivers. 
From Autism to Alzheimer’s to 
addiction, Peter addresses the 
needs of those caring for loved 
ones with chronic impairments.

Ready to quit smoking? 
‘Quit, Don’t Switch’ to e-cigarettes

Submitted by HOLLY HARVEY
American Lung Association

 

Along with hitting 
the gym more often 
and starting a diet, 

quitting smoking tops many 
New Year’s resolution lists. There 
are currently more than 146,000 
smokers in Montana and about 
50 percent of them tried to quit 
last year. New ads from e-cig-
arettes companies would have 
those smokers falsely believe 
that switching to vaping is 
quitting smoking. The American 
Lung Association is reminding 
Montana residents that the Food 
and Drug Administration has 
not found any e-cigarette to 
be safe and effective in helping 
smokers quit. 

 Misinformation about 
e-cigarettes is rampant and 
their use, especially among 
youth has become what the U.S. 
Surgeon General has declared 
an “epidemic.” E-cigarettes are 
tobacco products, and the Lung 
Association has been a leader in 
helping people avoid and quit 
using tobacco for decades. Here 
are some straight facts about 
e-cigarettes:

• E-cigarettes are tobacco 

products.  No tobacco product is 
safe, and that includes e-ciga-
rettes.  Recent hospitalizations 
and deaths related to vaping 
underscore the fact that vaping 
is in fact harmful.

• Switching to e-cigarettes 
does not mean quitting. Quitting 
means ending your addiction 
to nicotine, which can be very 
difficult. 

• Research shows that 
e-cigarettes contain dangerous 
metals and toxic chemicals that 
can cause cancer and irreversible 
lung disease. 

• Get the facts at Lung.org/
ecigs

“One of the biggest problems 
with e-cigarettes is that many 
times people become dual users, 
meaning they smoke cigarettes 
when they can and use vaping 
devices at other times,” said 
Carrie Nyssen, senior director 
of advocacy for the American 
Lung Association in Montana. 
“Using e-cigarettes is not safe:  a 
new study released in December 
found adults who currently or 
ever used e-cigarettes are 30 
percent more likely to develop 
chronic lung disease, including 
asthma, bronchitis and emphy-
sema.”

For years, the American 
Lung Association has been 
urging the FDA to crack down 
on these unproven quit smoking 
claims made by the e-cigarette 
industry. These ongoing claims 
have made it more confusing 
for smokers to know what to do 
when they’re ready to quit. 

ABOUT THE AMERICAN 
LUNG ASSOCIATION 

The American Lung Associ-
ation is the leading organization 
working to save lives by improv-
ing lung health and preventing 
lung disease, through research, 
education and advocacy. The 
work of the American Lung 
Association is focused on four 
strategic imperatives: to defeat 
lung cancer; to improve the air 
we breathe; to reduce the burden 
of lung disease on individuals 
and their families; and to elim-
inate tobacco use and tobac-
co-related diseases. For more 
information about the American 
Lung Association, a holder 
of the coveted 4-star rating 
from Charity Navigator and a 
Gold-Level GuideStar Member, 
or to support the work it does, 
call 1-800-LUNGUSA (1-800-
586-4872) or visit: Lung.org.

UPDATE

Update: The free blood pressure management class in Sheridan will be held every Monday beginning Jan. 6 from 4-5:30 p.m. for 8 weeks.
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COMMODITY INSITE:  THE DECADE OF THE TWENTY-TWENTIES  by Jerry Welch

This will be my final column 
for 2019 and the decade of the, 
“twenty-tens.” Next week, a new 
decade dawns. According to Wiki-
pedia, “The 2010s (pronounced 
‘twenty-tens’ is the current decade 
in the Gregorian calendar that be-
gan on January 1, 2010 and will 
end on December 31, 2019.”

My column this week will dip 
into the past and touch on the first 
column I wrote for the decade of 
the 2000’s and the first column 
I penned for the decade of the, 
“twenty-tens” just coming to an 
end. The information comes from, 
“Haunted By Markets.” I hope you 
find something of interest in my 
ramblings from decades ago.

On Jan. 1, 1990 in a chapter 
entitled, “Grocer To The World” I 
wrote, “The historic events unfold-
ing in Eastern Europe signify not 
only the demise of Communism, 

but provide further proof that the 
most dynamic markets in history 
for agribusiness are just around 
the corner. The 1990s will come 
to be known as the Golden Age 
of Agriculture as the entire world 
moves towards democracy and the 
free market system.”

I went on to write, “Interest-
ingly enough, the warmest years 
globally since records began about 
100 years ago were all in the 1980s. 
In order, they are: 1988, 1987, 1983, 
1981, 1980 and 1986. Since weather 
patterns tend to linger, the decade 
of the ‘90s may be nothing more 
than a repeat of the ‘80s. It is quite 
possible that the unusually hot and 
dry weather that plagued farmers 
and ranchers all over the globe in 
the 1980s will do so again in the 
final decade of the 20th Century. 
Mother Nature knows not when 
one decade ends and another be-

gins.”
However, in the decade of the 

1990’s, there were no drought-like 
years that brought about by hot 
and dry growing seasons that hurt 
crop yields and production. And 
in the decade of the “twenty-tens,” 
only 2012 was a drought year that 
sparked sharply higher grain pric-
es. Thus, over the course of 20 
years, two decades back-to-back, 
American farmers and ranchers 
only had to endure one drought 
year and that was eight years ago.  

My column for next week, the 
first for the, “twenty-twenties” will 
touch on the weather ahead. I be-
lieve strongly that climate change 
will be the dominant fundamental 
force driving the agriculture mar-
kets. Of course, it did not happen 
in the 1990’s and only once in  the, 
“twenty-tens.” But climate change, 
or, Mother Nature will impact the 

world’s ag-markets greatly in the 
new decade ahead. 

On Jan. 8, 2010, in a chapter 
entitled, “One Of The Best Starts 
Ever!” I wrote the following. “On 
the first trading session of 2010, 
the Dow rose 155 points while the 
CRB Index gained 1025 points. It 
was one of the best starts in his-
tory for stocks and commodities 
going into to a New Year and new 
decade. The robust performance 
sparked numerous forecasts for 
even higher values for the months 
ahead.”

I also wrote. “However, on the 
final trading day of 2009, the Dow 
fell 120 points and the S&P GSCI 
Index of 24 raw materials closed in 
the red. The dismal performance 
was one of the worst endings to a 
year and decade, and the poor per-
formance was viewed as a bearish 
omen suggesting lower values were 

likely.”
Yes, the final trading day of 

2009 was negative but the first 
trading day of 2010 was quite pos-
itive. From a historical standpoint, 
there is no hard evidence to sug-
gest how a market ends one year 
(or, one decade) that it is a har-
binger for the upcoming year as 
a whole. And for the year 2019, it 
was one of the best in history for 
stocks and despite the trade war 
with China, was a good year for 
most commodities highlighted by 
milk and palladium.

And from the second column I 
wrote in 2010, entitled, “Paper and 
Hard Assets Doing Quite Well,” 
“’The fundamentals (for agricul-
ture) have gotten better,’ said  leg-
endary investor Jim Rogers. ‘The 
inventories are now at the lowest 
they’ve been in decades, not in 
years. Sometime in the next few 

years we’re going to have very seri-
ous shortages of food everywhere 
in the world and prices are going 
to go through the roof.’” 

Obviously, commodity prices 
did not, “go through the roof” in 
the twenty-tens. Stocks or equities 
certainly did as they improved 
five-fold. But the “twenty-twen-
ties” have now arrived. Expect 
weather issues never before faced 
by agricultural producers in the 
U.S. or other regions on the globe 
to surface. Serious issues at that. 

And once a trade deal with 
China is signed in January, it will 
be one more bullish fundamental 
setting the stage for much more 
robust and bullish agriculture 
markets. The combination of un-
expected demand from China and 
climate change will spawn histori-
cally volatile markets with a decid-
edly bullish bent. 

My wife gave me a challenge, last year on New Year’s Eve, to welcome in a brand new year.  I must 
have been naïve.   

‘Cuz I usually go to bed the same time chickens do at night.  So for me to stay up late at night was 
really going to bite.  

I hoped to stay awake by drinking caffeinated drinks; and drove on down to Walmart for my 
favorite smokie links. 

My wife bought cheese and crackers and we made her onion dip.  Was I ready for the evening?  I 
had to get a grip.  

It was only four more hours that I’d need to stay awake.  But my eyes were getting sleepy.  How 
much more could I take?

So at nine o’clock I ate the smokies, crackers and the cheese.  Then I drank down all the soda pop.  
Those drinks were just a tease.  

At ten o’clock my eyelids felt like they should go to sleep.  I realized this challenge was a little bit 
too steep.

At eleven sharp I closed my eyes to get a wink or two.  It seems those winks turned out to be a 
little more than few.  

I thought I heard my wife say, “Hon it’s almost twelve o’clock.”  I swear it felt like dreaming.  I 
was sleeping like a rock.  

When I woke and looked around the room, I’d somehow climbed in bed.  And then I heard my 
wife exclaim, “Good morning sleepy head.”

How does a husband live it down?  A wife just seems to know.  She’d warned me not to close my 
eyes.  Now she’s saying, “Told you so.”

I hope I stop accepting every challenge from my wife.   I know I should resist.  It always seems to 
cause me strife.  

So next year when it’s New Year’s Eve, it won’t be such a shock.  There’ll be no celebrating and in 
bed at eight o’clock.  

New Year’s Eve ChallengeNew Year’s Eve Challenge

columns

A Wrangler’s 

Reckless 
Writings

By Bryce Angell

The astronomical highlights for the Mon-
tana night sky in January include brilliant Ve-
nus in the evening sky and reddish Mars in 
the morning sky.  Mars is joined later in the 
month by Jupiter as it rises out of the solar 
glare.  There’s also a prolific but very brief 
meteor shower, the Quadrantid Meteor Show-
er, which peaks early in the month.     

As December begins, Venus stands high-
er and higher in the night sky when darkness 
falls.  Venus dominates the night sky until it 
sets almost three hours after the Sun as the 
month begins and about three and one-half 
hours after the Sun as the month comes to an 
end.  After Venus sets, there are no planets 
visible for several hours until Mars rises about 
4:50 a.m. as the month begins and about 4:35 
a.m. by the end of the month.  During the 
month, Mars passes above slightly brighter 
Antares, the brightest star in the constellation 
Scorpius, with the closest approach being on 
the mornings of January 17 and 18.  Mars is 
joined by the giant planet Jupiter beginning 
about the middle of the month.  By the end of 
the month, Jupiter rises at about 6:20 a.m.

As for the moon, the moon passes to the 
upper left of Aldebaran, the brightest star in 
the constellation Taurus, on the evening of 
Jan. 7.  On the morning of Jan. 20, the moon 
passes near Mars and Antares.  The moon 
passes below Venus on the evening of Jan. 27 
and above Venus the next evening.    

Also occurring in January is the Quadran-
tid Meteor shower.  This meteor shower peaks 
on the morning of Jan. 4 with no interference 
from the moon once the moon sets at about 
1:40 a.m.  While the Quadrantid Meteor show-
er is a major shower, it also has a very short 
peak of only about 4 hours.  This year, the 
peak is predicted to occur over North Ameri-
ca at about 1 a.m.  As a result, the number of 
meteors per hour that will be visible in Mon-

tana should be close to optimal.  This shower 
at its peak has produced up to 120 meteors per 
hour.  Even if you miss the peak, this shower 
should put on a relatively good show with up 
to 30 meteors per hour possibly being visible 
in the hours around the peak.  The meteors 
from this shower radiate from a location just 
off the handle of the Big Dipper, so the higher 
that part of the sky is, the better the viewing 
of this shower will be.  Additionally, the me-
teors from this shower are normally relatively 
faint, so look away from any local source of 
light and look for the darkest viewing site that 
you can find.  Then, after bundling up to face 
the cold of winter, enjoy watching this elusive 
meteor shower.   

The Sun rises at its latest time for the year 
on January 4 except for the last day of Octo-
ber, just before the changeover from Daylight 
time to Standard time, which occurs on Nov. 
1 this year.

Montana Night Sky
Highlights for january

Richard Stouffer is a life-long 
amateur astronomer and former 
member of Delaware Astronomical 
Society and National Capital 
Astronomers.

by richard stouffer

A WORD FROM THE BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU   
Rental scams Submitted by Hannah Stiff

BBB Northwest & Pacific

Welcome to the season of 
fresh starts. With the holidays 
in the rear view and a new year 
on the horizon, this is a pop-
ular time to make important 
decisions for improving our 
lives. Here in the Montana, re-
locating to a new home is one of 
the most common changes res-
idents are expected to make in 
2020. Recent research reveals it 
may also be one of the riskiest.

According to an investiga-
tive study conducted nationally 
by the Better Business Bureau, 
nearly 45% of online shoppers 
encounter a fake listing when 
searching for a new apartment 
or home to rent. More than five 
million consumers fell victim 

to rental scams in 2019 alone, 
accounting for a record $37 
million in reported losses. 

The most common tactic 
fraudsters use to trick prospec-
tive renters is simple. A cop-
ied photo and description of a 
property is posted online along 
with the scammer’s contact 
information. The “owner” or 
“manager” of the bogus proper-
ty will typically communicate 
only through text messages or 
emails before eventually ask-
ing for a deposit and the first 
month’s rent. Once those pay-
ments are received, both the 
scammer and the money disap-
pear.

Targets for these rental 

fraud scams skew younger, too. 
Consumers aged 19-29 years 
old were found to be 42% more 
likely to be victims. This is es-
pecially true in areas like Boze-
man, where housing prices are 
on the rise, living options grow 
increasingly scarce, and college 
enrollment continues to soar.

More than 1,300 reports of 
rental fraud have been collect-
ed by BBB Scam Tracker dating 
back to 2016. The median rent-
al loss reported to the Better 
Business Bureau was over $900. 
In Montana, victims report-
ed similar losses. A Missoula 
woman lost $782 when she tried 
to rent an apartment and paid 
using bitcoin. The false listing 

was posted on AirBnb. Similar 
accounts from Montana vic-
tims say the scam was perpe-
trated on popular rental and 
real estate sites like Craiglist 
and Zillow. 

Better Business Bureau 
Northwest + Pacific encourag-
es upcoming renters to get in-
formed so they can stay off the 
list of victims this year.

• Seeing is believing. Be ex-
tra cautious when an alleged 
owner or property manager 
asks for money before showing 
you the property in person. Le-
gitimate operations don’t ask 
for payment prior to offering 
a walk-through of the rental 
space and to answer any ques-

tions.
• Rely on your research. A 

simple internet search can of-
ten reveal which listings are 
real and which ones may be 
scams. Use tools such as Google 
Maps or Google Image Search 
to confirm the address of the 
property is accurate and looks 
as advertised.

• Check for ID. When you’re 
reviewing a rental space in per-
son, don’t be afraid to ask to 
see a driver’s license or anoth-
er form of identification. If you 
know exactly who you’re doing 
business with, it’s tougher to 
get taken advantage of.

• Be suspicious of super low 
rates. If the deposit amount or 

monthly rate of a rental proper-
ty seems unusually low, it may 
be too good to be true. Scam-
mers like to attract potential 
victims with rates far below 
those typically seen in the mar-
ketplace. The lower the price, 
the more important it is to find 
out what’s real and what isn’t.

• Be wary of odd requests 
for payment. If you are asked 
to pay in bitcoin or wire money, 
especially for a property you’ve 
never seen in person, use cau-
tion. 

Additional information and 
resources for avoiding rental 
fraud scams in your neighbor-
hood is available by visiting 
www.BBB.org.
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Puzzle answers on B9

Sudoku
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

THEME: BEST-SELLING AUTHORS

ACROSS
1. Fresh talk
5. Jet follower
8. Sherlock Holmes’ assignment
12. U in I.C.U.
13. Tiny river
14. Fires
15. Weather ____
16. *”How to Make an American 
Quilt” author
17. Distinguishing feature
18. *Master of legal thriller
20. “Sittin’ on the Dock of the Bay” 
singer
21. Keyboard key
22. G, in solfa
23. *Master of Western fiction
26. Flavorful rice dish, pl.
30. Former name of Tokyo
31. Broadcasting devices
34. Whiskey without water
35. Dried fruit and spices, in a pie
37. Member of Shoshonean people
38. Discombobulate
39. Drawn to light
40. Young traveler’s inn
42. “____ it or lose it!”
43. Hindu spiritual retreat, pl.
45. Chase away
47. Philosophical system
48. Single-cell protozoan
50. Home on a limb
52. *James Bond creator
54. Cafe option
55. Site of Taj Mahal
56. First queen of Carthage
59. Goes up or down
60. Jiffs
61. What accomplices do
62. 2 aspirin, e.g.
63. Old college one
64. Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday

DOWN
1. Blazer or Explorer
2. Baptist leader?
3. *”I ____ The Body Electric” by 
Whitman or Bradbury
4. Sound setup
5. Like a ballerina
6. “I do” spot
7. Thieve
8. *Master of romance and particu-
larly prolific
9. Palm tree berry
10. Sleigh runners

11. Is, in Paris
13. Podium
14. Counter seat
19. Habituate
22. Female sib
23. Helping theorem
24. Bye, in Castile
25. Calendar unit of time
26. *William Shakespeare or Dr. 
Seuss
27. Sick and tired
28. Wrong answer adjective
29. *Her every novel was a best-sell-
er

32. Abbott and Costello, Rocky and 
Bullwinkle, etc.
33. “____ all fun and games...”
36. *Master of detective novel
38. “My wife can vouch for me,” e.g.
40. Expression of doubt
41. Swellings
44. Daisy-like bloom
46. Summer shoe
48. *Master of the dime novel
49. Bryan Stevenson’s “Just ____”
50. Brussels’ org.
51. JFK or ORD postings

52. Like Usain Bolt
53. Hurtful remark
54. Dropped drug
57. Bear’s hibernation place
58. Pro baseball’s “Master Melvin”

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Jan Wood

600-2518

Clothing Alterations
Custom Sewing
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

ESTATE SALES

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

HELP WANTED

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

For Rent:  professional office 
space in Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. 
Includes common area confer-
ence room, utilities, and other 
amenities. $285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Registered Nurse, PRN, (3) 
Licensed Practical Nurse Per 

Diem Clinic, (4) Certified 
Nurse Assistant, Per Diem, 

(5) Certified Medical 
Assistant Per Diem. We have 

a dynamic and supportive 
nursing team. Join us! Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844

SERVICES

LOST

Lost.
Hunting backpack, Dana Design. 

Lost at Raynold’s Pass bridge 
area. Black and purple camo 

cover. Please call 406-287-7992

HELP WANTED
If you’re looking for meaningful 

work, this may be the job for 
you! Seniors in the Ennis area 

need your help. Call Jon at Home 
Instead Senior Care at 406-922-
5060, or visit www.homeinstead.

com/751.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

Gary Kinney
702-5372702-5372

OROR send a text
596-7003596-7003

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Medical Biller/Coder. Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

WANTED

Start an In-Demand Career 
in the Tech Industry

Become a Full Stack Web Developer
Dawson Community College’s 

Full Stack Web Development program is
Hands-on      Industry-focused

Immersive      Affordable

Contact us today to learn more!
406-377-9400      www.dawson.edu/coding

Now enrolling! 

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Maintenance Manager. 

Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

OPEN

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Backroad Antiques is 
Open For Business!

Hwy. 287 W. between 
D&D Auto and the bowling alley 

in Ennis. 
Winter Hours: 

Fri & Sat, 
11 am - 4 pm

Harrison Public School has 
an opening for assistant cook 

effective January 6, 2020 for the 
balance of the school year. The 

position is 25-30 hours per week 
and pays $10.50 per hour along 
with $237.50 to $475 per month 

to apply towards insurance. If the 
applicant already has insurance, 
the insurance contributions may 

be taken as salary. Interested 
applicants should contact the 

school to get an application. The 
successful candidate will need to 
pass a background check. Given 

the upcoming holiday, appli-
cants may also submit a letter 
of interest and a resume to Mr. 
Hofman at fhofman@harrison.
k12.mt.usor via US Mail at PO 
Box 7, Harrison, MT 59735. If 

anyone would like more informa-
tion, please contact Mr. Hofman 

or district clerk, Judi Ward at 
406-685-3428.

2006 Kawasaki Ninja ZX-
636R Sportbike for free It is 
in excellent condition 100% 

mechanically. 
If interested pls contact: 
parololazrus@gmail.com

FREE

HEY YOU!
The Madisonian in Ennis, 

Mont., is currently seeking 
a CIRCULATION MANAGER/

OFFICE ASSISTANT.
The position is responsible 

for delivery of our publications 
and assists with various office 

duties, as directed. He/she 
will ensure proper delivery of 
all of our publications, while 
growing our subscriptions 
and newsstand reach. This 

position also maintains office 
hours as necessary and 

assists his/her team members 
with varying tasks throughout 
the week. He/she is extremely 

dependable.
 The ideal candidate must be 
energetic and self-motivated 

with excellent communication, 
time management and 
problem solving skills. 

Must be computer literate, 
enjoy traveling throughout 

southwest Montana on varying 
road conditions, and be willing 

to assist the team with daily 
operations and the project(s) 
we’re working on at the time. 

Must have a valid driver’s 
license and clean driving 

record. Bending and frequent 
heavy lifting is required. 

PT /FT is negotiable for the 
right candidate.

To apply, contact Erin Leonard 
at 

eleonard@madisoniannews.com 
or stop in at 

65 N MT HWY 287 in Ennis.

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755

Small house for rent in Pony.
Short or long term. Furnished.

Loft sleeping.
Kitchen and shower, W/D.

Call 685-3530

Wanted! A house to purchase in
Ennis or within 10 miles. 

Minimum
of 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths,

1990 or newer and mountain
views. Minor repairs will be 

considered.
May pay up to $220,000

CASH for the right house. Send
pictures and call or text info to

715-210-8913.

Ennis Community Children’s
School is currently looking for

subs. Please call 581-9422 for to
get on our list and come play!

When you clean, drain & dry 
your watercraft and fishing gear, 

Thank you. you help protect 
Montana’s water.

WATER USERSBOATERS ANGLERS

CleanDrainDryMT.com
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 more more MARKETPLACE MARKETPLACE

 
    
 
Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 
 
 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $19.79 to $24.74 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
 
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Deputy Sheriff, Madison County Sheriff’s Office, Virginia City-Full-time $23.47 hourly;  
 District 1, Road and Bridge Technician , Alder-Full-time Seasonal $18.50 to $23.12 hourly; and  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response. 

 
 
 

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 
Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  

                             
  (Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (01.01.20) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #274
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 

– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714.

Ad #275
POSITION OPEN- Scobey 
Golf Clubhouse Manager, 

Scobey, Montana. Full-time 
seasonal position from April 1 
through October 31. For more 

information please contact 
scobeygolfcourse@nemont.net

Ad #283
FINALLY! CABINS FEVERS 

ANTIQUES FAIR!!! Helena 
Civic Center January 11th-12th. 
Opens 10am. $5.00 for weekend. 

Dealers-5 states, furniture, 
lighting, art, jewelry, primitive, 

repurposed. Don’t miss it!

Ad #262
DISPERSION SALE: ALL OUR 

BLACK COWS/ bred black 
(approx. 60- 65 head). Calving 
last week of March for 60 days. 

Make offer. (406) 567-2428.

Ad #272
ATTENTION EASTERN 

Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running

Bi-Monthly routes. Actively 

seeking Coyotes, Heavy Cats, 
Fox, Deer/Elkhides and Antler. 

Coyote market exceptional. (308) 
750-0700. www.petskafur.net

Ad #264
By reading this ad, you can see 

that classified advertising works! 
Reach over 400,000 readers in 

Montana and beyond to promote 
your product, service, event and 
business. To get results, contact 
this newspaper, or the Montana 
Newspaper Association at (406) 

443-2850 or email stacy@
mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for 
the small investment of $149. Call 

and email us today to see how 
you can advertise for ½ off . 

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Cheers to 
another 

successful 
year!

Thank you for your support, see you in 2019!2020!
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
JANUARY 2, 2020

INVITATION TO BID
The Sheridan Fire Department is selling 2 
vehicles. These items will sell to the highest 
bidder over the reserve price. Bid Item 1. 
1969-1970 Chevy Fire Truck No Reserve Bid 
Item 2. 1989 GMC Fire Truck 1000-gallon 
tank 1250 GPM passed pump certification 
last year, generator included – reserve price 
$14,500 All bids must be sealed and shall be 
marked clearly on the outside of the envelope 
the Bid Item Number for which vehicle they 
are bidding. Sealed offers must be received 
at the office of Town of Sheridan by 4:00 on 
January 13th, 2010. Offers will be opened 
and read aloud on Monday, January 13th, 
2020 during the Council Meeting. Please 
contact Ben Hitchcock at 660-2488 for 
questions
(Pub. JAN. 2, 9, 2020) 

TOWN OF SHERIDAN
MNAXLP

PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO PRO-
TEST ISSUANCE OF ONE NEW 
MONTANA ALL-ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES LICENSE
THE BARN SPIRITS LLC (Samuel Byrne 
and Matthew Kidd, Owner(s)) has applied for 
one new Montana All-Alcoholic Beverages 
License No. 25-999-4521-009 to be 
operated at THE BARN SPIRITS LLC, 276 
Yellowstone Mountain Club Trail, Big Sky, 
Madison County. The public may protest this 
license transfer in accordance with the law. 
Who can protest this transfer? Protests will 
be accepted from residents of the county 
of the proposed location Madison County, 
residents of adjoining Montana counties, 

and residents of adjoining counties in 
another state if the criteria in 16-4-207(4)
(d), Montana Code Annotated (MCA), are 
met. What information must be included? 
Protest letters must be legible and contain 
(1) the protestor’s full name, mailing address, 
and street address; (2) the license number 
25-999-4521-009 and the applicant’s name 
THE BARN SPIRITS LLC; (3) an indication 
that the letter is intended as a protest; (4) 
a description of the grounds for protesting; 
and (5) the protestor’s signature. A letter with 
multiple signatures will be considered one 
protest letter. What are valid protest grounds? 
The protest may be based on the applicant’s 
qualifications listed in 16-4-401, MCA, or 
the grounds for denial of an application in 
16-4-405, MCA. Examples of valid protest 
grounds include: (1) the applicant is unlikely 
to operate the establishment in compliance 
with the law; (2) the proposed location cannot 
be properly policed by local authorities; and 
(3) the welfare of the people in the vicinity 
of the proposed location will be adversely 
and seriously affected. How are protests 
submitted? Protests must be postmarked to 
the Department of Revenue, Office of Dispute 
Resolution, P.O. Box 5805, Helena, Montana 
59604-5805 on or before January 19, 2020. 
What happens if the transfer is protested? 
Depending on the number of protests and 
the protest grounds, a public hearing will be 
held in Helena or Big Sky. All valid protestors 
will be notified of the hearing’s time, date and 
location. Hearings typically are scheduled 
within 90 days. A protester’s hearing 
testimony is limited to the grounds in the 
protester’s letter. Following the hearing, the 
Department of Revenue will notify the public 
whether the license transfer is approved or 
denied. How can additional information be 
obtained? The cited MCA statutes are online 
at leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/. Questions may 
be directed to Jamie Williams, Compliance 
Specialist for the Department of Revenue’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Division, at 444-
0712 or jwilliams@mt.gov.
(Pub. DEC. 26, 2019, JAN 2 2020) 
DEPT REVENUE
MNAXLP

ENNIS TOWN COMMISSION 
VACANCY
The Town of Ennis is looking for an 
interested person to serve on the Ennis 
Town Commission. The position requires 
the applicant to be a resident within the 
incorporated limits of the Town of Ennis. 
(The term being filled will go up for election 
at the next Municipal Election for the Town of 
Ennis.) If you are interested in this position, 
send a letter of interest to: Town of Ennis, 
PO Box 147, Ennis, MT. 59729, or drop off 
at Ennis Town Hall. Deadline for application 
is January 2, 2020. If you have any question 
regarding this position, call Ginger at 682-
4287 or come in to Town Hall during normal 
business hours.
(Pub. DEC. 26, 2019, JAN 2 2020) 
TOWN OF ENNIS
MNAXLP

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

ALFORMONTANA.COM

I’ve appreciated serving our country in the military 
and Montana in the State Legislature. Please keep my 
family in your heart as I “aim high” to serve you in the 
#1 Public Service Office - as Montana’s next Governor!  

Merry Christmas!

Save the date and vote on June 2, 2020!

PARENTHOOD IS AN 
ADVENTURE
SAVING FOR THEIR COLLEGE EDUCATION IS SIMPLE

START SAVING WITH AS LITTLE AS $25 A MONTH

AchieveMontana.com • 1.877.486.9271

For more information about Achieve Montana, download an Enrollment Kit at achievemontana.com or call 
877.486.9271. The Enrollment Kit includes a Program Description that discusses investment objectives, risks, 

charges, expenses, and other important information; read and consider it carefully before investing.

ATTENTION 
SUBSCRIBERS!

JUST A FRIENDLY NOTE 
TO SUBSCRIBERS:

WHEN YOU MOVE OR 
CHANGE YOUR MAILING 

ADDRESS PLEASE LET 
US KNOW HERE AT THE 

MADISONIAN SO WE CAN 
ENSURE TIMELY DELIVERY.

is expanding and has new employment
opportunities to work with our dynamic team!

 We are seeking positive professionals who are motivated, organized and creative with
excellent interpersonal communication and customer service skills with diverse populations. 
  We offer health insurance, retirement plan, personal time off, paid holidays and a family friendly 
work environment. The positions are 40 hours/week including night/weekend work, travel and 
office hours in Havre. Ability to lift 25 lbs.

Eligibility Specialist
·  Determine income, child care hours and assist families in connecting with important   
   social services.
·  Excellent attention to detail, accurate math skills, experience with Microsoft O·  Excellent attention to detail, accurate math skills, experience with Microsoft Office and                
   database programs.
·  AS degree in Human Services, Early Childhood or Elementary Education OR case  
   management, customer relations or general office experience. M-F 8am-5pm. Wage is             
   $13+ DOE.

Professional Development Specialist
·  Support child care providers, facilitate/plan distance/onsite classroom training.
·  Build relationships with child care providers and professionals in the early ·  Build relationships with child care providers and professionals in the early 
   childhood field through onsite visits, local/state/national conferences, training, outreach    
   activities, task forces and other events.

Experience working in a child care facility required. Early Childhood or related AS/BS degree 
preferred. Wage is $15+ DOE.

Program Director / Outreach and Communication Specialist
·  Conduct community outreach, collaboration, partnerships and relationship building.
·  Manage consumer education, marketing, advertising, social media and communication.·  Manage consumer education, marketing, advertising, social media and communication.
·  Provide leadership, supervise staff, facilitate meetings, manage reporting and program 
   requirements.

BS degree in Media/Marketing, Communications, Human Services, Business or related field and 
experience in marketing, outreach, supervision and management. Wage is $17+ DOE.

To apply, please email your cover letter and resume to VeronicaM@FamilyConnectionsMT.org

 

Family Connections Montana 

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
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Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery
Part 29: Cold front

“A verry warm day (worthy of remark that the water of this river or Some other Cause, I think that the most 

Probable throws out a greater preposn. of Swet than I could Suppose Could pass thro: the humane body    Those 

men that do not work at all will wet a Shirt in a Few minits & those who work, the Swet will run off in Streams).”

—William Clark, July 6, 1804

Column and photos by 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

 “You’re lucky you weren’t 
here a few days ago when it 
was 95ºF and humid,” Deb 
said, echoing the conditions 
Lewis and Clark experienced 
while ascending this stretch of 
the river in mid-summer.

Our last storm at Indian 
Cave State Park brought only 
light rain, but temperatures 
dropped precipitously in its 
wake. We were at the south-
ern edge of a cold front that 
brought heavy snow and 
frigid temperatures up north, 
including two feet of snow 
in my hometown of Pony, 
Montana. We’ve been migrat-
ing south, trying to stay ahead 
of the changing seasons, but 
near-freezing temperatures 
and cold wind announced the 
end of summer vacation.

We paddled away from 
Indian Cave with a strong 
tailwind, largely ameliorated 
by heavy tree cover along the 
banks. Less than ten miles 
later we hit a treeless stretch 
with a side wind that blew us 
against the only patch of dry 
ground on the flooded river. 
We took shelter and spent the 
rest of the day reading. 

Paddling conditions were 
vastly better by dawn. A hot 
water bottle in a reflective sack 
kept my feet warm through 
the chilly morning, and the 
afternoon was comfortable 
enough. Local river angel 
Deborah Bryan tracked our 
progress online, greeting us at 
the boat ramp moments after 
we arrived in White Cloud, 
Kansas. Deb invited us to stay 
in the old general store she is 
restoring on Main Street. She 
is working on several build-
ings and leading the effort to 
revitalize the community. We 
enjoyed hot stew from the 
crockpot, and Deb gave us an 
extensive tour of the area. 

River conditions greatly 
improved below White Cloud, 
with fewer breaches in the levy 
system. I relaxed for the first 
time in days, comforted by the 
sight of nearly continuous dry 

ground on both sides of the 
river channel. Light motorboat 
traffic hinted at functional 
boat ramps for access. A pleas-
ant day of paddling brought 
us to St. Joseph, where river 
angels Emma Gossett and 
Derrick Boos waved us into 
town, generously treated us to 
dinner, and showed us around 
the town. 

Deb had arranged per-
mission to pitch our tents at 
the port, which was a great 
campsite, providing easy 
access to downtown St. Joseph. 
However, we returned to find 
three inches of water in the 
dugout canoe, thanks to a 
passing sand barge. Sand is 
dredged from the river bottom 
upstream for a concrete plant 
located a short distance down-
stream. I bailed out the canoe, 
hoping it wouldn’t happen 
again.

We stayed long enough in 
the morning to tour the home 
where Jesse James was shot 
and killed in 1882, meeting up 
briefly with Bicycle Dan, who 
has been riding parallel to our 
route. We also toured the Pony 
Express Museum, learning 
about the legendary mail ser-
vice that employed 120 riders, 
184 way stations, 400 horses, 
and hundreds of additional 
employees to provide fast and 
reliable communication be-
tween St. Joseph, Missouri and 
Sacramento, California. The 
Pony Express opened in April 
of 1860 and closed eighteen 
months later, eclipsed by near-
ly instant telegraph service.

All packed up and ready 
to leave town, we stood on 
the riverbank while the sand 
barge passed by, it’s massive 
wake riling the canoes into 
bucking broncos on the water. 
Chris’s dry bag bounced off 
into the river, and he sprang 
into action, diving flat onto 
the canoe, then over into the 
roiling waters to catch the bag. 
I bailed six inches of water out 
the canoe while he put on dry 
clothes. An otherwise pleasant 
day brought us to Atchison, 
Kansas, where we obtained 
permission through the police 

department to pitch our tents 
on the narrow strip of grass 
between the road and the boat 
ramp.

Bicycle Dan showed up 
in the morning with Wendy 
Maupin of Weston, Missouri, 
who recognized Dan in town 
from our online posts. Wendy 
previously visited Montana 
while our mutual friend 
Churchill was staying at my 
house, and now we were in 
her neighborhood. We toured 
the Amelia Earhart Birthplace 
Museum on the bluff above 
town. Looking out over the 
river, I wondered how much 
that aerial view inspired Ear-
hart’s interest in flying. 

Wendy and Dan brought 
a kayak and joined us for 
an almost-warm day on the 
water, flying downstream at 6 
mph. Local river angel, Larry 
Caster invited us to camp 
at his riverfront cabin. The 
structure was built on pylons 
above the ground, but spring 
flood waters still ran several 
feet deep through the house. 
Larry and wife Annette labori-
ously cleaned up the mud, but 

haven’t fully refurnished the 
building. The access road was 

washed out by a new channel 
cut through a breach in the 

levy system, rendering the 
cabin inaccessible except by 

The weather turned cold on us, with many miles yet to go.

Deborah Bryan is working to restore and revitalize the town of White Cloud, Kansas.

Pet of the Week

We wish you a blessed and 
Happy Mew Year.   Sure 

hoping and purraying it will bring 
my brother and I a new forever 
home.  We’ve been here since our 
dad passed away in 2018.   We are 
well taken care of but it just isn’t 
the same as having our own family 

you know.  We would 
really  love to stay 
together, but could go 
separately.  Purrease 
call Misty at 439-
1405 and ask for us.  
We will be eternally 
grateful.  Trista

. . . . . ..Because it’s time 
to meet your match

Trista

Kristie Vessey, Sales Associate
406-580-1842

klvessey@gmail.comHaydenoutdoors.com Kristie.mt@haydenoutdoors.com

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9

Student 
of the 
Week

ELI UBALDO has been 
nominated for this week’s Student 
of the Week for the Alder School.  
Eli, whose parents are Cassie and 
Fredy Ubaldo, was nominated 
because he is a hard worker and 
he encourages his peers to do the 

same.  Eli is in the second grade and he enjoys being outdoors with 
his family, playing with friends and doing crafts.  Keep up the great 
work, Eli! 

We are proud of YOU!

2325 Hwy 287  •  406-842-5679

Propane
Hunting & Fishing Supplies 

Hunting Licenses
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH

“Now, if thou wishest to know
the true remedy which will heal
man from all sickness and will

give him the health of the divine
kingdom, know that it is the

precepts and teachings of God.
Focus thine 

attention upon them.”

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street · Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please call 

at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if you 
plan to dine in.

Thursday, January 2 – Pork loin, baked potato, veggies, 
fruit, dessert
Friday, January 3 – Shrimp po boy, fries, veggie sticks, 
dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.
Monday, January 6 – Tuna noodle casserole, veggies, 
dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, January 7 – Swedish meatballs, mashers, 
veggies, dessert - “Pan” at 12:45 p.m.
Wednesday, January 8  – Breakfast quiche, fruit, 
dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Thursday January 9 – Chicken caesar wraps, chips, 
dessert - “Red Hat Ladies”
Friday, January 10 – Sloppy Joes, potato salad, dessert 
- Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 

for more information.

NEW SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior 
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered 

for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 

10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot 
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

Thursday, January 2 - Mac n’ cheese, roll, veggie, 
dessert
Tuesday, January 7 - BLT, soup, dessert

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. 
Fresh home baked bread served with each meal

Activities:
Monday is Bingo with Gayle

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - Each 

last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

boat. 
We enjoyed a lovely afternoon around 

the fire before Larry, Wendy, and Dan all 
headed downriver, and we sought shelter 
inside, grateful for solid walls against the 
cold breeze. 

Paddling to Bee Creek at dawn, Windy 
picked us up for a tour of historic Weston. 
We later paddled another fifteen miles, 
tied the canoes at the river bank and 
caught a ride back to her house to sleep. 
The chill of autumn nights is more than 
offset by the warm hospitality of folks all 
along the Missouri River. After four and 
half months living as vagabonds, we are 
ready for some civilized comforts.

Thomas J. Elpel lives in Pony, Montana. 
He is the author of Green Prosperity: Quit 
Your Job, Live Your Dreams. Go to www.
Elpel.info to learn more about Tom’s books, 
the Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery, 
and the expedition fundraiser for the Jeffer-
son River Canoe Trail.
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Laurin

at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s
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N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 1/3

SAT 1/4

SUN 1/5

MONTANA SUNSHINE
ACOUSTIC SOLO
 KATIE HALL
COUNTRY FOLK

NEIL FILO BEDDOW
ORIGINAL FOLK/ROCK

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
The Good Liar (R)The Good Liar (R)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Knives Out (PG13) and A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood (PG)

PHOTO BY HARPER LEONARD

MONDAYS 

2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is a 
training session. 

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels 
- Two Tables at the Pony 
School.

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 
Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 

Madison County Library 
community room. 
10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library.

11 a.m.
Baby Bistro, 
Ennis
First and third Wednesday 
of the month at the Madison 
Valley Public Library

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

2 p.m.
Knitting Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. On the second 
Thursday of the month, meet 
at the Ruby Valley Brewery. 

7 p.m. 
First and Third Thursday of 
Every Month
Movie at Sheridan Public 
Library

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, 
Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY
7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SUNDAY
2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

1:30 p.m. 
Second Sunday of Every 
Month
Sheridan Book Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 
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If you would like to post an 
event on our events website, 

outpostevents.net

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1

MONDAY, JANUARY 6

4-5:30 p.m.
Blood Pressure Management Classes begin 

Weekly on Mondays in Sheridan for 8 weeks. Free to the public.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7

6:30 p.m.
Mental Health Support Group

At the Madison Valley Medical Center in Ennis. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8

Noon 
Brown Bag Lunch with Butte Historical Memorials

Jim McCarthy, Lindsay Mulcahy, and other board members will discuss the history of the “Great Dynamite Explosion of 
January 15, 1895.

6 p.m.
Ruby Valley Brew Trivia Night

Come enjoy trivia every Wednesday night at Ruby Valley Brew. Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10

Noon - 3 p.m.  
Pond Hockey Tournament

Annual Hockey Tournament in Virginia City.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 

2 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Senior Center Dance and Social

Live music by Fan Mountain Frog Dogs at the Ennis Senior Center. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15

6:30 p.m.
Chautauqua

At the Elling House Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia City. Open to all seeking entertainment, intellectual or spiritual 
growth and local culture. 

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!
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