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MADISON COUNTY 
ROAD REVIEW

NORRIS CONNECTION ROAD EAST

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Norris Connection 
Road East is not 
a county road, 

according the Madison County 
Commission Office. 

Documentation that Mad-
ison County’s road review 

committee retrieved indicated 
to the county commissioners 
that Norris Connection Road 
East is not the county’s respon-
sibility.  

The county abandoned the 
old road that climbs behind 
J.R.’s Tires in Norris after U.S. 
Highway 84 was completed in 
1934. It goes through Montana 

University’s Red Bluff Research 
Ranch and Bureau of Land 
Management land to connect 
to Bradley Creek road.

The deed to a jagged prop-
erty in Norris was recently 
transferred to new owners in 
October 2019. They inquired 
about the road’s status, ac-
cording to Madison County 

Commissioner Ron Nye. 
“No one knows how they’re 

accessing it,” Nye said. 
No dwellings are on the 

48-acre property surrounded 
by state lands. The revocable 
trust is out of Big Timber and 
there is no evidence available 
to show if the land is being 
accessed. 

Norris Connection East road in Norris. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Map provided by onX

Montana’s 
2020 

elections
STATEWIDE AND 
REGIONAL SEATS

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Montanans will 
have a large ballot 
to vote on in the 

2020 elections. 
Montana’s federal, state and 

regional elections, along with 
the presidential election, will 
be voted on. Montanans will be 
voting on more than who will 
control the White House.

People have until March 
9, 2020 to file for candidacy 
with the Office of the Secretary 
of State. Montana’s primary 
elections are June 2, 2020. One 
candidate from each politi-
cal party will advance to the 

general election Tuesday, Nov. 
3, 2020.

Two of the three seats 
in Montana’s congressional 
delegation are up for bid. Steve 
Daines, the incumbent sen-
ator, is running for a second 
term. He is unopposed for 
the primary election, as he is 
the only Republican running. 
Four Democrats have filed for 
the senate seat in the primary 
election.

Greg Gianforte wants to 
step out of the United States 
House of Representatives and 
into the Governor’s mansion. 
His campaign for Montana’s 
chief executive seat leaves his 
former seat in congress open 

MHSA approves 
eligibility 
proposal
Transformational 
learning program

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Montana High 
School Association 
expanded eligibility 

to students enrolled in trans-
formational learning pro-
grams.

Representatives from 
schools across the state voted 
to approve seven proposals at 
the annual MHSA membership 
meeting Jan. 20. Approved 
items like new eligibility for 
transformational learning 
students and the responsibility 
for co-op trophies could adjust 
Madison County schools’ dis-
tricts policies and budgets.

The 2019 Montana State 
Legislature stated that trans-

formational learning fulfilled 
people’s goal of developing the 
full educational potential of a 
student. House Bill 351 passed 
in May 2019, which declared 
regulations that discriminate 
against a school district or stu-
dent participating in transfor-
mational learning violated the 
Montana constitution. 

Transformational learning 
is a f lexible system of pu-
pil-centered learning that was 
designed to meet mandates 
of the Montana Constitu-
tion while customized to an 
individual student’s strengths, 
needs and interests. The board 
of public education approves 
school districts’ transforma-
tional learning programs, 
which individual school boards 



Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

It’s never too late to find balance.

PO Box 602
Ennis, Montana 59729

sw.privatepractice@gmail.com

(406) 670-4546

Individual & Couples 
Counseling

Specializing in Adults 
& Adolescents

Lisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLCLisa Brubaker, LCSW, LLC

Individual & Couples 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Insurance Accepted.

HARDY DRYWALL
FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO

596-3137

CORY HARDY,
ENNIS TOWN COUNCIL 

I’m not 

afraid to 

blow the 

whistle!

This ad is paid for by Cory Hardy,
71 Ramshorn Creek Road
Sheridan, MT 59749

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation, 

Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

e-mail: bande@3rivers.net  |  www.bandeconstruction.com

Custom Building & Design

brad bullock 581-4117  |  ken evans 490-2758  |  office 682-7942
p.o. box 1444 Ennis, MT 59729

• Conventional Frame Homes
• Commercial Remodels & Additions

• Hand-crafted Log Homes

All phases of construction, design and consulting
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Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Owner/Sales/Installation - Rob Blair (406) 539-1440

121 West Main Street, Ennis, MT
Gemcore (waterproof LVT & Hardwood) 

Carpet - Vinyl - Hardwoood
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL!

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

to one of the seven candidates 
currently campaigning for the 
job.

Montanans will decide five 
statewide offices in the 2020 
election. Most of the statewide 
offices being voted on, includ-
ing Montana’s governor, attor-
ney general, secretary of state, 
and state auditor, will see new 
leadership. The lone incumbent 
on the state level is Republican 
Elsie Arntzen, running for 

the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. No one has filed 
for candidacy against Arntzen 
and her opposition, Democrat 
Melissa Romano.

Some regional offices 
of southwest Montana will 
be on the ballot. Montana’s 
Legislative Senate District 36 
and House District 71, which 
encompasses Madison County 
and small portions of Jefferson 
and Silver Bow counties, will 

be elected.
Four candidates have filed 

for southwest Montana’s Public 
Service Commissioner seat. 
PSC’s District 3 is made up of 
14 counties including Madison, 
Beaverhead, Jefferson, Gallatin 
and Silver Bow. District 3 com-
missioner, Roger Koopman, 
has been outspoken about how 
the commission dealt with the 
recent NorthWest Energy elec-
tric rate increase. As he terms 

out of the seat, a new commis-
sioner will be elected in 2020.

Elections in the Montana 
Supreme Court will vote in two 
justices. Four candidates have 
filed for justices five and six, 
including incumbent Laurie 
McKinnon. 

Follow the Madisonian’s 
coverage on the 2020 elections 
over the next few months. The 
first election that will be dived 
into is the gubernatorial race.

or trustees design and regulate.
The MHSA approved an 

amendment to its eligibility 
requirements. Students under 
a qualified transformational 
learning program are exempt 
from having to be in physical 
attendance at the school for at 
least 10 hours a week. 

Some Madison County 
schools were concerned about 

not requiring students to 
interact with teachers, who 
are often the first indicators 
of a student’s health or mental 
state. Other schools see the 
opportunity to meet better 
standards for certain students. 

The new bill made $2.6 
million available to school dis-
tricts to implement transfor-
mational learning programs. 

By June 30, 2020, approved 
school districts will receive the 
first round of funding from 
the office of public instruction. 
Twenty-eight school districts 
in the state, including Boz-
eman, Belgrade and Joliet, 
will receive transformational 
learning aid for 2020. 

Board of Public Education 
qualified school districts can 

permissively increase levies to 
match the amount of funding 
awarded. 

Madison County school 
districts do not have the poli-
cies in place to provide trans-
formational learning programs 
nor did they apply for funding 
in 2019. Applications for the 
next round of funding begins 
Feb. 3, 2020.

MHSA continued FROM A1

Twin Bridges’ new 
council member

Jordan High joins the table
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisonainnews.com

Twin Bridges appointed 
Jordan High as the new town 
council member.

Joe Willauer’s seat was 
open because he accepted the 
mayor position in November 
2019. The Twin Bridges Town 
Council had two applicants to 
choose from and selected High 
to fill Willauer’s council term 
Jan. 14.

“I really want to serve first 
before I make any changes,” 
High said.

High has been a resident 

of Twin Bridges for about 20 
years. He ran for a seat on the 
town council in the municipal 
general elections. He lost but 
was persistent on being more 
involved with his community. 

High went into the family 
occupation of military service 
as a mechanic in the National 
Guard for six years. He is em-
ployed with Yellowstone Tra-
ditions constructing buildings 
and homes in the area with 
minimal impact to the land-
scapes. He is also a member 
of a motorcycle club, Patriate 
Guard of Montana. 

As a town council member, 
High wants to help contribute 
to finding middle ground in 
conf licts and prioritize the 
people of Twin Bridges.Jordan High with his Harley 

Davison. PHOTO FROM FACE-
BOOK

Avoid spreading noxious 
weeds this winter

Submitted by JEN MOHLER
Gallatin Invasive Species 

Alliance

Winter is my dogs' favorite sea-
son. Nothing makes them hap-
pier than heading out with me 
for a ski, and since they're Aus-
tralian shepherds with thick 
and woolly coats, they have no 
problem keeping warm. The 
downside, though, is that they 
easily pick up unwanted burrs, 
especially houndstongue seeds.
Houndstongue is a state-list-
ed noxious weed, and its 
seeds are covered with barbs 
that have been referred to as 
nature's Velcro. This charac-
teristic facilitates the effective, 
widespread dispersal of seeds 
on the fur of passing wildlife, 
livestock and pets, and also on 
the clothes of humans.
Invasive weeds are one of the 
greatest threats to Montana's 
environment, as they're known 
as "habitat transformers" 
because they change an area's 
physical structure 
and forage avail-
ability, eventually 
pushing resident 
wildlife out. Addi-
tionally, invasive 
species degrade 
fisheries through 
erosion and sed-
iment buildup, 
reduce property 
values, and erode 
our beautiful 
viewsheds. Hound-

stongue foliage also has the 
potential to poison livestock 
and wildlife.
Seeds are the only source of re-
production for houndstongue, 
so it's important to look for 
seeds clinging to you or your 
dog and dispose of them prop-
erly. Take an extra plastic bag 
with you—many responsible 
dog owners already have pet-
waste bags with them—and if 
you find your dog covered in 
burs, take the time to collect 
and dispose of them in the 
trash. If you just toss the seeds 
alongside the trail, you'll be 
spreading noxious weeds and 
could make it worse for years 
to come.
Anyone who enjoys the 
amazing trails in our area can 
do their part in reducing the 
spread of noxious weeds. Pay 
attention to what clings to your 
pet when you're out and about 
and help keep our trails beauti-
ful and noxious weed free.

Houndstongue flowers. SHUTTERSTOCK

Houndstongue burrs, as seen in winter. PHOTO COURTESY JEN MOHLER

Black Bear covered 
in burrs.  PHOTO 

COURTESY JACK 
BELL
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• 203+ acres, North of Ennis
• MASSIVE MOUNTAIN VIEWS!!!
• Shared Access into BLM Land

TWIN KNOBS
$864,900    | #340246

Dot 
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

(406) 682-3363  |  105 E MAIN STREET. ENNIS, MT 59729  |   WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

• 482+ acres of endless views
• Partially Fenced -Grazing ground
• Surrounded by BLM Land

RAMSHORN CREEK
$570,000 | #340731

Brandy
Hilton

Sales Associate 
(406) 570-8757

• Own the whole Town of Cameron
• Many remodel projects completed
• Turn Key Business..Must See!!!

BLUE MOON
$950,000  | #339888

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

“You don’t just buy a property 
in Montana, you purchase a lifestyle”

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  R a n c h  & 
R e c R e a t i o n a l 
R e a l  e s ta t e

• 7.372 Acres
• No Covenants
• Custom 48X26 Shop

45 DEPOT RD
$290,000 | #340103

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

• Creek Side Retreat
• Minutes to Pony Main Street
• Level Build Site in a Small Meadow

PONY VACANT LOTS
$149,000  | #340107

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

• Valley Garden Golf Village Sub
• Immaculate 1635 SF 3 bed-2 bath
• Landscaped, underground sprinklers

19 MADISON 
$374,999    | #339965

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

The Montana Heritage 
Commission is seeking a 
concessionaire to operate 

and manage 
THE BALE OF 
HAY SALOON.

If interested please 
contact us at 

406-369-8147 or email us 
at MHC@MT.GOV

ALSO 
WANTED!

WANTED!
SEASONAL WORKER POSITIONS 
v i r g i n i a  c i t y ,  m t 

SEASON: May 23rd — Sept 7th 
SALARY: $11.28 • $13.53 Hourly 

FREE HOUSING AVAILABLE 
HOW TO APPLY
www.statecareers.mt.gov
-Click on Career Section 
-Type Virginia City under Location
-Select Seasonal Workers I Virginia City 

Contact with Questions:
Kate Steeley, Montana Heritage Commission 
406-843-5247 
KSteeley@mt.gov 

LAWNCARE & MAINTENANCE WORKER

(1-2 positions available) 
• Mow/weed whack around state-owned properties 
• Collect trash from trash cans in both VC and NC 
• Clean bathrooms 
• Perform routine maintenance of grounds and facilities 
• Fill in driving the train when needed 

HOUSEKEEPER  (1 position available) 
Vacation rentals in Virginia City 
• Laundry 
• Change bed linens 
• Collect trash 
• Cleaning/wash windows 

VISITOR SERVICE SEASONALS  
(10 positions available) 
• Working at Virginia City Depot, Nevada City Museum,     
  River of Gold Panning Experience, and the Alder Gulch      
  Shortline Railroad 
• Sell tickets/passes for NC Museum, Railroad and River of  
  Gold Panning 
• Use a register and credit card machine to collect sales 
• Maintain head counts for venues 
• Greet visitors and give out information on history      
  regarding the area and attractions 
• Stock merchandise

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

January 30, 2020A3THE MADISONIAN



(USPS 325-340)
Montana’s Oldest Operating Weekly Newspaper

Owners/Publishers: 
Susanne Hill & Erin Leonard

Editor:
Cori Koenig

Accounts Payable/Receivable: Susanne Hill
Art Director: Erin Leonard
Reporter: Hannah Kearse

Staff Writer/Customer Service: Keely Larson

Contributors:
Keith Axberg, Les Gilman, Art Kehler, Stacy Gatewood, 
Kelley Knack, Nancy Nesbit, Christopher Mumme, Matt 

Hill, Keri Montgomery, Charlie Rossiter, Andi Christensen

ENNIS, MONTANA
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Editorials are intended to acquaint our readers with the 
Editor’s viewpoints on matters of public importance. Guest 

editorials and letters from readers (Letters to the Editor) reflect the 
opinion of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of 

the Editor or the staff of The Madisonian.

- Press Release Policy -
•The Madisonian staff will give all press releases full consideration, 
but ultimately retains the authority to determine whether or not to 

publish releases. 
•Content must be factual and objective. 

•Content must not contain advertising language (such as “Thank 
you,” “Congratulations,” “call now,” “to buy tickets for,”  “now 

showing,”) or include pricing. 
•Items of a general business interest are appropriate for 
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issues and matters of local concern. Letters must be close to 350 
words, and author may only submit twice monthly. Please include 
the writer’s name, address and phone number. The Madisonian 
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Please note: Our client information is confidential.

~ Subscription Rates ~
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Editor’s note: 
The Madisonian does 

not endorse the viewpoints 
or statements of those who 
submit letters to the editor.

Please do your own research 

and check your facts.

Any Ads Accepted After the fridAy deAdline of 5 p.m. will be 
chArged A $25 lAte fee.

Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

opinion

· Our obituaries 
are FREE up to 450 
words. (25¢ for each 
word after 450)

· We offer 20% off 
non-profit advertis-
ing

· Lost and Found 
classifieds are FREE!682-7755

Missing loving pets
Dear Editor,

This is addressed to the 
person or persons, who on 
purpose or, un-purpose has 
“destroyed” two of my out-
side kitties. Both were born 
and raised on my property on 
North Madison Street in Twin 
Bridges.  One was 16 and the 
other 14 and never did a bit of 
harm to ANYONE!!  The worst 
part is that I have no closure 

on either of them and this real-
ly haunts me.  The Momma cat 
to the 14 year old has meowed 
and meowed for two days now 
calling her son.  To hear a cat 
cry like that is pure anguish.

I know they are only “out-
side cats” but both were loving 
pets and a part of my fur 
family.  One reason for outside 
cats is to keep the mice down 
in the area, not only for me 
but others around me.  They 

were both great mousers and 
now have suffered for it.  How 
terribly sad.

So please think about put-
ting down old fashioned mouse 
traps in the future and not 
poison for the mice that will 
harm cats.

Janie McMillin Wasmann
Twin Bridges

P.S. Two more of my outside 
kitties "disappeared" a week 
tomorrow in the  middle of the 
afternoon! Something is just not 
right around here.  The choco-
late Siamese was never gone for 
more than just a little awhile 
as he was a real momma's-boy.  
His momma has meowed and 
meowed for him.  Her voice is 
heart breaking to say the least.  
She and I are both grieving 
beyond belief this past week.

FWP seeks volunteer instructors 
for Hunter, Bowhunter Education

Submitted by 
MORGAN JACOBSEN, FWP

 
Montana’s hunting legacy 

depends on active, skilled and 
ethical hunters who pass on their 
traditions to new generations.

 This happens in hundreds 
of classrooms across Montana 
each year through the state’s 
Hunter and Bowhunter Edu-
cation program. Instructors in 
the program volunteer their 
time and talents to give new 
hunters baseline instruction on 
safety, ethics, procedure and 
other components of successful 
hunting.

 Hunter Education, which 
is administered by Montana 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks, is also a 
statutory requirement for new 

hunters in the state. Anyone 
born after Jan. 1, 1985, must 
pass a Hunter Education course 
in order to purchase a hunting 
license.

 Montana needs more vol-
unteer instructors — especially 
women instructors — who are 
willing to perpetuate these 
opportunities for new hunters. 
Anyone with experience in hunt-
ing or bowhunting is encouraged 
to apply.

 “Archery has given me so 
much in my life,” said Brian 
Koelzer, who has been teaching 
Bowhunter Education in Mon-
tana for 13 years. “That’s when I 
really decided I wanted to help 
share that.” 

 Volunteers in the program 
must meet certain requirements. 

They must have experience in 
the use of firearms or archery 
equipment, possess a valid Mon-
tana driver’s license or ID card, 
pass a background investigation 
and criminal records check, have 
experience in or be comfortable 
with public speaking or teach-
ing, and be eligible under state 
and federal law to handle and 
possess firearms and ammuni-
tion. 

 Once an application is sub-
mitted and those requirements 
are met, applicants will receive 
training on teaching, course cur-
riculum, and program policies 
and procedures. Experienced in-
structors help mentor volunteers 
who are new to the program.

 Hunter Education is per-
sonally rewarding for many 

volunteer instructors. They often 
feel they are making a differ-
ence in the lives of new hunters 
by passing on their knowledge, 
experience and enthusiasm for 
hunting. Many instructors also 
discover common interests and 
camaraderie with other program 
volunteers.

 “If you’re a hunter, and you 
know where to go and what to do 
and how to do it safely, and you 
know what ethics are about, then 
we need you,” said Jim Johnson, 
a Hunter Education instructor 
of 21 years. “We need you to 
instruct the next generation of 
people to keep the sport alive.”

 For more information or to 
apply, visit fwp.mt.gov/educa-
tion/hunter/instructors or call 
406-444-9948.

Montana Department of Revenue: 
tax credit available for elderly 

homeowners, renters
Submitted by 

SANJAY TALWANI

As income tax filing season 
begins, the Montana Depart-
ment of Revenue reminds 
Montanans 62 and older that 
they may qualify for the Elderly 
Homeowner/Renter Tax Credit, 
worth up to $1,000.

For those who qualify, this 
credit is refundable, so even 
those who owe no tax at all could 
receive the credit.

To receive the credit, a senior 
must have turned at least 62 
in 2019; occupied a Montana 
residence as a renter, owner or 
lessee for at least six months in 
2019; resided in Montana at least 

nine months in 2019; and have 
a total income for all household 
members of $45,000 or less.

Residents who are not filing 
any return at all can still claim 
the credit online at MTReve-
nue.gov. That’s the fastest and 
most secure way of claiming the 
credit.

Seniors filing on paper must 

fill out just a portion of Form 2, 
the main state income tax form, 
to claim the credit.

The Montana Department 
of Revenue and the IRS both 
opened their tax filing seasons 
Monday, Jan. 27.

For more information or to 
obtain Form 2, visit MTRevenue.
gov or call (406) 444-6900.

Montana Forest Action Advisory 
Council meets end of January

Submitted by 
PAIGE COHN, DNRC

The Montana Forest Action 
Advisory Council (MFAAC) will 
have their first meeting of 2020 

on Wednesday, Jan. 29 from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and continue 
Thursday, Jan. 30 from 8 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. The meeting will 
be held at the Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation located at 5705 

Grant Creek Road in Missoula.  
As the key stakeholders 

and tribal nations around the 
state of Montana, MFAAC will 
reconvene to discuss Priority 
Areas for treatment in forested 

areas across the state, discuss 
components of forest health and 
receive presentations from local 
experts, including Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks (FWP) Forest Legacy 
Program, Urban and Commu-
nity Forestry, and Wildland Fire 
in Montana. A public comment 
period is available during the 
meeting and public input is wel-
come throughout the process. 
MFAAC will deliver a final plan 
and recommendations to Gover-
nor Bullock in September 2020.

MFAAC is a statewide col-
laborative group representing 
federal, state, local, and tribal 
governments; industry partners; 
conservation organizations; 
and collaborative and water-
shed groups convened with the 
purpose of updating the 2020 
Montana Forest Action Plan and 
developing recommendations to 
address forest health conditions 
and wildland fire risk issues 
across Montana.

Governor Bullock’s Advisory Council to convene in Missoula to discuss 
forested Priority Areas for treatment across the state of Montana
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Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

MADISON COUNTY 

D I S P AT C H
January 19, 2020

Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Twin Bridges.
Hazards on the road were reported 
in Ennis.
A citizen was assisted in Ennis.

January 20, 2020

Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Ennis.
A citizen was assisted in McAllister.
Medical aid was administered in 
Sheridan.

January 21, 2020

Suspicious circumstances were 
reported in Alder.
A welfare check was performed in 
McAllister.

January 22, 2020

Medical aid was administered in 
Sheridan.
An accident was reported in 
Sheridan.

January 23, 2020

A traffic stop was reported.
A 911 misdial was reported.

January 24, 2020

A trespass complaint was made in 
Alder.
Medical aid was administered in 
Ennis.
A citizen was assisted in Norris.
A fire call was made in Sheridan.

January 25, 2020

Medical aid was administered in 
Cameron.
An accident was reported in 
Cameron.

A NOTE FROM THE SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE: Concealed carry permits 
and fingerprinting are done by 
appointment only. Call 406-843-5369 
to schedule.

In areas with low cell phone coverage, you can now text 911 in 
case of emergency.

Madison County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to 51 calls 
for service from Jan. 19-25, 
2020.

*Please note 
the new 
physical 
address for our 
office, 5 Placer 

Loop, Virginia City as of 
9/5/19.  Thank you!

Dear Citizens of House District #71;

I am pleased to announce my candidacy to represent the residents of House 
District #71 in the 2021 Montana Legislature. This is an open seat being vacated by 
Ray Shaw due to term limits.

I look forward to the opportunity to represent our district. I am a long-time 
resident of Madison County as my family moved to the Ruby Valley in the early 60s. 
I was raised on the family ranch South of Twin Bridges and continue to be involved 
its operation. Upon graduation from Twin Bridges High School, I attended Montana 
State University earning a degree in Agriculture Education. My professional career 
began as a High School Vocational Agriculture instructor with positions in Wolf Point 
and Twin Bridges. I later relocated to Billings to become the General Manager of 
the NILE Stock Show and Rodeo. In 1987, I was fortunate to be able to return to the 
Ruby Valley and begin my banking career at First National Bank of Twin Bridges, 
later to become Ruby Valley Bank. After 33 years in the banking business, I have 
tendered my plans for retirement.

In 1989, I found and convinced Mary Beth Holzer to be my life partner in 
marriage. We have raised two sons that have grown and prospered because of the 
great contributions of many in Southwest Montana. While actively participating in 
4-H, FFA, sports, and academic offerings our family has had the opportunity to meet 
and appreciate the diversity of our neighbors. We are grateful that there is a unique 
and genuine compassion amongst all for our youth and communities.

My passion has always been to support agriculture and small business, including 
the outdoor recreation and tourism economies of Southwest Montana, as well 
as the hard-working class that provide the necessary resources to make our 
communities and lifestyles the envy of many. Our dealings at the bank are rooted 
in the philosophy that we could only be as successful as our customers and 
communities.

I am also grateful to our men and women in uniform, past, present and future. 
Their service allows us the freedom to safely pursue our dreams.

We are fortunate that many volunteers step forward to supplement the limited 
resources that our tax base provides. They serve as 4-H leaders, youth sports 
coaches, and on numerous boards/councils providing leadership and guidance that 
makes our communities, schools, youth programs, and government function at a 
very high level. Our family has been, and will continue to offer our time, energy, 
and leadership to serve and support the public good. Volunteering and giving back 
to our communities are the reasons I am seeking the privilege to represent the 
constituents of House District #71 in the Montana Legislature.

I look forward to the opportunity to visit, learn, and understand issues that 
are of concern to you. I’ll work to seek solutions. I understand that government 
intervention on any level is not always the best or only solution. Collaboration and 
compromise always need to be explored. My goal is to help find alternatives that 
work for the betterment of all. I would be honored to serve as your representative in 
the Montana Legislature, and ask for your support.

SERVICING MADISON AND PARTS OF JEFFERSON AND SILVER BOW COUNTIES

WALSH for HOUSE DISTRICT #71

Sincerely, 

Paid for by Walsh for House District #71 
Phone 406-596-0418, PO Box 483, Twin Bridges, MT 59754

Landowners have until March 16 to apply for access 
tax credit program

Submitted by 
JOLEEN TADEJ, FWP

 
Landowners have until 

March 16 to submit applica-
tions to Montana Fish, Wild-
life, & Parks for enrollment in 
the Unlocking Public Lands 
Program to be eligible for up to 
$3,000 in tax credits. 

The Unlocking Public 
Lands program is designed to 
provide recreational public 
access to state (Montana De-
partment of Natural Resources 
and Conservation) or federal 
(Bureau of Land Management 
or United States Forest Service) 
land where no legal public 
access currently exists. 

 In exchange for access 
across the private lands, 
landowners will receive a tax 
credit in the amount of $750 
per agreement and up to a 
maximum of $3,000 tax credit 
per year. Landowners decide 
how the public may cross their 
private property and may limit 
access to foot traffic only. 

 “Offering a tax credit in 
exchange for allowing public 
access across private land to 
reach public land is a unique 
and innovative way to increase 
public access,” said Jason Kool, 
FWP hunting access bureau 
chief. “We hope these oppor-
tunities and tax incentives may 
appeal to landowners through-

out the state in a different 
way.” 

While Montana contains 
nearly 29 million acres of 
public land, much of this land 
requires landowner permission 
to cross private land to reach 
the adjoining state or federal 
land.

 More information about 

the program, including 
enrollment criteria and the 
application form, can be found 
at http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/
hunterAccess/unlockingPubli-
cLands/.

Will Gilmore honored at 
West Point

Submitted by LAURA GILMORE

Ennis graduate, Will Gilmore 
made the West Point Dean’s List 
fall semester 2019. He also received 
the Superintendent’s Award. This 
award for achievement is awarded 
to the top 15% of each class and 
each awardee received a gold wreath 
to wear on their uniform. He also 
received the Recondo badge which is 
the physical award. It is awarded to 
approximately 5% of cadets.

During the summer of 2019, he 
earned his Air Assault wings.

Will Gilmore. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
LAURA GILMORE
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SPORTS
Falcons out of the coop
Twin Bridges girls’ basketball

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Twin Bridges followed up their 
loss against Ennis with two confer-
ence wins.

The Falcons and Mustangs had a 
close game until the end. The slap of 
a blocked shot rang in the half. Twin 
Bridges’ Hadley Johnson smacked a 
last-second shot from Shae Lovett of 
the Mustangs. 

Ashleigh Guinnane and Allie 
Dale lead the Falcons in points 
against the Mustangs. Guinnane 
landed a three-pointer in the third 
quarter. Twin Bridges tied the game 
21-21 with a little more than five 
minutes left. But the Mustangs re-
turned, driving down the court for a 

two-pointer and the victory.
The Falcons beat the Lone Peak 

Bighorns and Lima Bears in away 
games Jan. 24 and Jan. 25. Twin 
Bridges racked up 46 points against 
the Big Horns. Avery George fouled 
out in the fourth quarter in Lone 
Peak, and Guinnane fouled out in 
the third quarter in Lima. Guinnane 
lead in points against Lone Peak, and 
Dale lead in the Lima game. 

As one of the Falcon’s top scorers 
fouled out, Lexie Stockett’s game 
picked up for the final quarter 
against Lima. She scored all seven of 
her points in the fourth quarter. The 
Falcons won 40 -34. 

The Falcons will host the game 
against the Drummond Trojans Jan. 
31.

Jan. 23
LOSS: 22-24
T.B. Falcons: 
5    12   17    Final: 22
Ennis Mustangs:  
9    14 20  Final: 24

POINTS
Team total: 22
Individual leader: Ashleigh 
Guinnane/ Allie Dale
Individual total: 7

2-POINTERS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Allie Dale
Individual total: 3

3-POINTERS
Team total: 1
Individual leader: Ashleigh 
Guinnane
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 36% success rate

Jan. 24
WIN: 46-35
T.B. Falcons:    9  16  28 Final: 46
L.P. Bighorns:  9   16 24 Final: 35

POINTS
Team total: 46
Individual leader: Ashleigh 
Guinnane
Individual total: 17

2-POINTERS
Team total: 16
Individual leader: Ashleigh 
Guinnane 
Individual total: 7

3-POINTERS
Team total: 0
Individual leader: 
Individual total: 

FREE THROWS: 64% success rate

Jan. 25
WIN: 40-34
T.B. Falcons: 9   20   24  Final: 40
Lima Bears:  4 13  21   Final: 34

POINTS
Team total: 40
Individual leader: Allie Dale
Individual total: 8

2-POINTERS
Team total: 9
Individual leader: Ashleigh 
Guinnane
Individual total: 3

3-POINTERS
Team total: 2
Individual leader: Lexie Stockett/ 
Emma Konene
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 48% success rate

Falcons 11th consecutive win
Twin Bridges boys continue to dominate the court

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The winning streak continues for 
the Falcons.

Twin Bridges defeated the 
Mustangs in Ennis Jan. 23. Falcons’ 
Charlie Kruer was the first to put 
up points. The back and forth of the 
first half ended with Twin Bridges in 
the lead. Kruer #3 received his third 
foul with 3:33 minutes in the second 
quarter. He was played sparingly 
until the fourth quarter and still led 
the Falcons in points. 

Junior Matt Kaiser put up a 
three-pointer to end the first half. 
The Falcons came out slow for the 
second half, making no points in 
the first two minutes. But they made 
up for the slow start with a power 
finish. Kruer and Twin Bridges’ 
freshman Connor Nye each drained 
a three-pointer in the final seconds of 

the third quarter.
Nye fouled out with a little over 

three minutes left in the game. Axton 
Anderson scored the last points for 
Twin Bridges, and Bo Kelley scored 
the last points for the Mustangs and 
the game. 

The Falcons got stronger at the 
free throw line as the week pro-
gressed. Kruer, Connor Nye, Bryce 
Nye and Kaiser were major contrib-
utors in all three games. Kruer lead 
in points against Lone Peak and had 
eight defensive rebounds. Kaiser lead 
in points against Lima. Kaiser, along 
with Nate Konen and Trystan Har-
mon, had seven defensive rebounds 
against Lima. 

The Falcons are playing strong 
defensively and offensively and are 
on their way to being the competition 
in the state tournament. They will be 
playing Drummond in Twin Bridges 
Jan. 31.

Jan. 23
WIN 62
Harrison Wildcats:
13    33 50       Final: 62
Sheridan Panthers:  
5      13 17        Final: 22

POINTS
Team total: 62
Individual leader: Joe Cima
Individual total: 15

2-POINTERS
Team total: 21
Individual leader: Joe Cima
Individual total: 5

3-POINTERS
Team total: 3
Individual leader: Jackson 
Nye/ Vern Homner/ Kyle 
Homner
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 46% 
success rate

Jan. 24
WIN 59
Harrison Wildcats: 
11    27 41        Final: 59
Drummond Trojans:  
7        9 17         Final: 24

POINTS
Team total: 59
Individual leader: Vern 
Homner
Individual total: 12

2-POINTERS
Team total: 24
Individual leader: Luke 
Cima/ Vern Homner
Individual total: 5

3-POINTERS
Team total: 1
Individual leader: Kyle 
Homner
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 38% 
success rate

Wildcats on the prowl 
Harrison boys’ basketball

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Harrison beat two teams on the court.
First, the Wildcats defeated the Sheridan Panthers at home for a Thursday night game Jan. 23. Joe Cima 

lead the Wildcats to victory with 15 points. Harrison kept Sheridan under 20 points until the final quarter. 
The Wildcats had one of their 

better scoring nights against 
the Panthers. Jackson Nye put 
up 13 points, and the Wildcats 
lit up the third quarter with 
three-pointers. They played 
strong defensively, limiting the 
Panthers to single-digit quarters.  

Harrison’s strong defense 
continued against the Trojans 
in Drummond Jan. 24. The 
Wildcats kept the Trojans under 
10 points in the first half. Luke 
Cima kept the Cimas’ scoring 
game up in Joe’s absence in the 
second game. The Homner broth-
ers contributed to both games 
with three-pointers, and Vern 
Homner lead the Wildcats in 
points against Drummond. 

The Wildcats have their next 
conference game against the 
Granite Prospectors in Phillips-
burg Jan. 31.

Jan. 23
WIN 73-35
T.B. Falcons: 
9     31 49     Final: 73
Ennis Mustangs:  
8    19 30    Final: 35

POINTS
Team total: 73
Individual leader: Charlie Kruer
Individual total: 29

2-POINTERS
Team total: 25
Individual leader: Charlie Kruer
Individual total: 9

3-POINTERS
Team total: 4
Individual leader: Charlie Kruer/ 
Connor Nye/ Zayne Carter/ Matt 
Kaiser
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 50% success rate

Jan. 24
WIN: 57-31
T.B. Falcons:    12  35   51   Final:57
L.P. Bighorns:  8   15   22   Final: 31

POINTS
Team total: 57
Individual leader: Charlie Kruer
Individual total: 20

2-POINTERS
Team total: 20
Individual leader: Charlie Kruer
Individual total: 8

3-POINTERS
Team total: 3
Individual leader: Connor Nye
Individual total: 2

FREE THROWS: 62% success rate

Jan. 25
WIN: 75-30
T.B. Falcons: 27 44   64 Final: 75
Lima Bears:  5 12   22 Final: 30

POINTS
Team total: 75
Individual leader: Matt Kaiser
Individual total: 16

2-POINTERS
Team total: 21
Individual leader: Matt Kaiser
Individual total: 5

3-POINTERS
Team total: 10
Individual leader: Connor Nye/ Matt 
Kaiser/ Zayne Carter
Individual total: 2

FREE THROWS: 100% success 
rate

CORRECTION: Last week’s 
edition pictured #33, Sage Buus 
instead of #00 Cristian Contreras 
for the Wildcats. We apologize for 
the mixup. PHOTO COURTESY 
ANDREA CHRISTENSEN

Wildcat junior, Rosie Chater, fights to put a shot up against Sheridan Panther, Desaray Tipton in Thursday 
night’s game at Harrison. PHOTO COURTESY ANDREA CHRISTENSEN
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SPORTS
Mustangs stampede

Ennis girls’ basketball

Jan. 23
Sheridan Panthers:  
5    13 17 Final: 22
Harrison Wildcats:  
13  33 50          Final: 62

POINTS
Team total: 22
Individual leader: Kaiden 

Batzler
Individual total: 13

2-POINTERS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Kaiden 
Batzler
Individual total: 5

3-POINTERS
Team total: 1
Individual leader: Cade 
McParland
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 36% 
success rate

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Ennis girls had two victories on their home court.
The Mustangs went up against conference rival, Twin Bridges Jan. 23. Ennis had a 

narrow lead throughout the game. Junior Landri Paladichuk was the driving force of the 
Mustangs’ success. She scored about half of Ennis’ points, blocked one of Twin Bridges’ 
final shots with 14 seconds left and scored the last points of the game.

The Mustangs went on to defeat the Lone Peak Bighorns Jan. 25. Their free throw rate 
greatly improved from the last game. Ennis fell behind at the end of the first half, allow-
ing Lone Peak to score 12 points in the second quarter. But they came back in the third 
quarter to a comfortable lead. 

Paladichuk led in points. Her focus from outside the arch was on. She made four 
three-pointers throughout the game. 

The Ennis Mustangs will travel to Lima to play the Bears Jan. 30.

Jan. 23
WIN: 24-22
Ennis Mustangs:  
9    14 20    Final: 24
Twin Bridges Falcons:  
5    12 17     Final: 22

POINTS
Team total: 24
Individual leader: Landri 
Paladichuk
Individual total: 13

2-POINTERS
Team total: 5
Individual leader: Landri 
Paladichuk
Individual total: 3

3-POINTERS
Team total: 2
Individual leader: Jenna 
Snider/ Landri Paladichuk
Individual total: 1

FREE THROWS: 38% 
success rate

Jan. 25
WIN: 42-34
Ennis Mustangs:  
12    16 26      Final: 42
L.P. Bighorns:  
7      19   24      Final: 34

POINTS
Team total: 42

Individual leader: Landri 
Paladichuk
Individual total: 17

2-POINTERS
Team total: 4
Individual leader: Shae 
Lovett
Individual total: 9

3-POINTERS
Team total: 4
Individual leader: Landri 
Paladichuk
Individual total: 4

FREE THROWS: 67% 
success rate

Landri Paladichuck makes a basket in the fourth quarter against the Falcons. PHOTO BY HANNAH 
KEARSE

Those 3s though
Ennis boys’ basketball

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Conference rivals met in Ennis.
The Ennis Mustangs and Twin Bridges Falcons took the court Jan. 23. 
The Mustangs came out strong against the Falcons. The Falcons would make a small gain and 

the Mustangs would return to tie it up. Brand Ostler made the last play of the first quarter, scoring a 
three-pointer with the seconds counting down. 

The back and forth continued into the second quarter, with Ostler and Ennis junior Ian Swanson 
making most of the points. Twin Bridges ended the first half with a 12-point lead, but Ostler started 
the second half with a message – a three-pointer from the court’s deep corner. Twin Bridges did not 
score for over two minutes. 

Ostler drained five three-pointers against the Falcons. The Mustangs’ momentum faded in the 
second half, and the Falcons took off. 

Lone Peak came to Ennis Jan. 25. The Mustangs were behind the entire game but came back to 
beat the Bighorns. Swanson and Cordell Severeid let the baskets f ly in the fourth quarter, each scor-
ing nine points. 

The Mustangs made 14 three-pointers over the basketball weekend. Their strength in the offense 
leads the Mustangs to most of their success. But moments in the defense shone brightly, like Jaxson 
Kloote’s steal and drive to the net against the Falcons. 

The Mustangs will play the Bears in Lima Jan. 30.

Jan. 23
LOSS: 35-73
Ennis Mustangs:  
8     19 30     Final: 35
Twin Bridges Falcons:  
9     31 49     Final: 73

POINTS
Team total: 35
Individual leader: Brand 
Ostler
Individual total: 17

2-POINTERS
Team total: 6
Individual leader: Ian 
Swanson
Individual total: 7

3-POINTERS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Brand 
Ostler
Individual total: 5

FREE THROWS: 33% 
success rate

Jan. 25
WIN: 58-47
Ennis Mustangs:  
8     21   35 Final: 58
Lone Peak Bighorns:  
13   31 37           Final: 47

POINTS
Team total: 58

Individual leader: Ian 
Swanson
Individual total: 20

2-POINTERS
Team total: 11
Individual leader: Jaxson 
Kloote
Individual total: 4

3-POINTERS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Brand 
Ostler
Individual total: 3

FREE THROWS: 48% 
success rate

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Sheridan fell to conference competitors, the Harrison Wildcats, Jan. 23
The Thursday night game in Harrison was a tough one for the Panthers. The Sheridan boys 

had moments of success of the court. Kaiden Batzler, who lead the Panthers in points, was a 
strong offensive and defensive player against the Wildcats. Batzler put up 13 points and had seven 
defensive rebounds.  

The Panthers played the Granite Prospectors on Jan. 28 and will be in Ennis to take on the 
Mustangs Jan. 31.

Panthers’ defeat         
Sheridan boys’ hoops

Brand Ostler drains a three-pointer in the second half against the Falcons.  PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Partly cloudy skies early. A few 
snow showers developing later in 
the day. High 42F. Winds SW at 10 
to 20 mph. Chance of snow 30%.

“No man will 
make a great 

leader who 
wants to do 
it all himself 

or get all the 
credit for 
doing it.”

- Andrew Carnegie
Mostly cloudy with a few snow 
showers in the morning. High 
around 25F. Winds NNW at 10 to 
15 mph. Chance of snow 30%.

Intervals of clouds and sunshine. 
High near 45F. Winds SSW at 10 
to 15 mph.

Cloudy. High 39F. Winds SSW at 5 
to 10 mph.

Partly cloudy skies. High around 
35F. Winds SW at 5 to 10 mph.

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Where Eastern Medicine 
Meets The West.

Pete Hodgson, owner   406-290-3463

Project Management

Turn-Key New Construction

Sub-Contracting

Finish Carpentry

Log/Timber Construction

Architectural Steel Work

P.O. Box 1612  Ennis, MT 59729  ·  MVConstructionMT@gmail.com

Mountain-view-construction-LLC.business.site

      @MOUNTAIN VIEW CONSTRUCTION AND WOODWORKING

           @MOUNT VIEW CONSTRUCTION

SPORTS

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Christensen
R e n t a l s , L L C

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by 12pm 
and return Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

WE ALSO HAVE A NEW OFFICE IN SHERIDAN AT 308 MAIN ST .WE ALSO HAVE A NEW OFFICE IN SHERIDAN AT 308 MAIN ST .

Melody Suesserman,  Enrolled AgentMelody Suesserman,  Enrolled Agent
406-682-7769 •  PO Box 1469 •  Ennis  MT 59729

Fax :  406-281-7242
www.Rockinstax .com

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

It was pouring in Washington 
D.C. the weekend of the Ma-
rine Corps Marathon. Runners 
representing all states and 30 
countries bounced passed pop-
ular landmarks for 20 miles in 
the downpour and for six miles 
in humid heat. On Oct. 27, the 
entire city became the Marine 
Corps Marathon for all intents 
and purposes.

Melinda and Dave Legg ran 
this marathon for the TAPS pro-
gram, or the Tragedy Assistance 
Program for Survivors. TAPS 
reaches out to families who have 
lost someone in the service and 
continues to offer support even 
years after, understanding there 
is some pain that never really 
goes away.

Sergeant Cody Ronald Legg 
was captured and killed during 
an active duty raid in Iraq in 
2008 at age 23. He was the 
only son to his mother, Buneva 
‘Bunnie’ Jacquay, and Melinda’s 
stepson. Melinda and Dave, 
Cody’s father, had two other boys 
together and Cody was ecstatic to 

be a big brother to them. 
While Melinda and Dave 

had their younger boys to push 
them through and keep the world 
spinning, Jacquay was devastated 
by losing Cody. She got involved 
with TAPS as a way to help oth-
ers going through the same thing 
she did.

At some point, she mentioned 
to a friend in the program that 
Melinda and Dave were athletes, 
Melinda the marathon runner 
and Dave a triathlete. TAPS sent 
them emails about the Marine 
Corps Marathon, and couple 
signed up in March for the Octo-
ber event, planning to run for the 
TAPS team.

 “As soon as he lost Cody, he 
wanted to run the marathon,” 
Melinda learned in retrospect.

Unfortunately, the race itself 
was not pleasant. The combina-
tion of rain and heat defined fin-
ishing as the focus and the Legg’s 
ended up missing the scenery. It 
was after the race they learned 
they did run by both the Capital 
Building and the Potomac River. 
Melinda saw a picture posted on 
Instagram featuring the couple, 
with the Capitol behind them. 

“I literally didn’t remember it,” 
Melinda said.

Dave strained his calf muscle 
around mile three and contin-
ued to have a rough race for the 
remainder, pairing injury with 
unfavorable weather conditions. 
But nothing was going to stop 
him from finishing. This was for 
Cody.

Wear Blue Run to Remem-
ber was another organization 
working with the Marine Corps 
Marathon. This organization 
sponsored a section of the race 
called the Blue Mile; a mile-long 
portion lined with posters of 
fallen soldiers as far back as 1944 
to as recent as 2019.

The Leggs had a picture of 
Cody on their backs, identical to 
the one they submitted for the 
Blue Mile. Before running, they 
met a couple of women and told 
them Cody would be featured. 
These ladies ended up getting 
to Cody first and informed the 
Leggs his picture was coming up. 
Streets were lined with spectators 
holding American flags for the 
following mile, inspiring runners 
to power through.

People run this race for a 

purpose. The story of the women 
who kept a lookout for Cody’s 
picture shows how deep that pur-
pose runs. “They want Ameri-
cans to remember and that’s what 
it’s about,” Melinda said.

Cody knew he wanted to 
join the army at age 12. Jacquay 
thought, and probably hoped, 
it was just a phase, but he never 
grew out of it. At 18 he enlisted, 
just a year after 9/11. “It actually 
flamed his fire,” Melinda said. 

“Cody is our motivation for 
a lot of what we do because he 
lost his life so that we have the 
privilege of doing these things,” 
Melinda said.

Melinda has a similar fire that 
burned before Cody even enlisted 
and continues after his death. She 
does not easily forget the sacrifice 
some men and women make for 
their country. While teaching she 
strives to pass along this sense 
of gratitude to her high school 
students. “They do need to know 
there are men and women out 
there who are doing what they’re 
doing,” she said.

Her biggest takeaway after the 
marathon was the support from 
all the organizations involved. 

They were on her and Dave’s 
team, from helping them get 
things together for the Blue Mile 
to answering preliminary emails. 
The way it was conducted filled 

runners and spectators with such 
a pride in their country, a feeling 
Melinda will not forget.

“They made me proud of 
Cody,” she said.

RUNNING TO REMEMBER
The Leggs complete the Marine Corps Marathon

At the finish line, every single runner gets their metal placed around 
their neck and are saluted by a marine. PHOTO COURTESY OF MELINDA 
LEGG

Personal Trainer | Wellness Coach | Group Fitness 
Instructor | Pilates | Yoga | Cancer Exercise Specialist

VICKI RICHARDSON, NATIONALLY CERTIFIED 26 YEARS

By appointment: 406-580-9709

Piloxing
Barre

Piloxing
Barre
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UP NEXT:

A BAND THAT POKES FUN AT EACH OTHER STAYS TOGETHER

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

The boys of the Ruby 
Valley Boys knew 
each other while 

going to college at Montana 
State University (MSU). They 
played at the Eagles in Boze-
man together, appreciating that 
venue for its sizable dance floor. 
“It’s a whole lot easier playing 
when people are dancing,” Jim 
Anderson said. His brother, 
John, echoed that sentiment by 
saying it is a good indicator of 
enjoyment if people are up and 
dancing.

There are only a few round, 
barrel-looking tables inside 
Willie’s Distillery, host of the 
Ruby Valley Boys and Barb 
Wire Friday night. The place 
gets full quick, especially if a 
four-piece band is setting up 
next to the front door. The 
sound guy, with iPads set up 
to regulate sound, thought it 
might have been the smallest 
place he mastered.

The Anderson brothers and 
current guitarist, Steve Wilcox, 

rotated through different bands 
since they started playing in-
struments. Wilcox threw out a 
couple clever names of bands he 
had been in, one called Custer’s 
Last Band made up of residents 
of Custer County.

Wilcox moved back to Mad-
ison County and the three boys 
ran into each other, leading 
to the formation of the Ruby 
Valley Boys in the 1990s. “Now 
we’re more like the Ruby Valley 
Geezers and good ole what’s her 
name,” Jim said.

Consistent and comical 
banter floated throughout the 
conversation at regular inter-
vals. Barbara “Barb” Pearson 
joined just before 2010 and 
added the “Barb Wire” element 
to the band name. She goes by 
Barb and her violin has strings 
or ‘wires,’ she explained, putting 
two and two together. “She’s a 
little prickly sometimes,” John 
said.

Now, the band has two rules. 
They do not play in bars and 
the moment it stops being fun, 
they will quit. “We violated 
rule number one a few times, 

but we’re still having fun,” John 
said. Family reunions, get-to-
gethers, funerals, barbeques 
and a variety of other venues 
around the county make up the 
majority of their sets. Trying to 
rule bars out made them a little 
less marketable, but they had a 
solution for that.

Approached by the National 
Stagecoach Freight Wagon As-
sociation, the band was asked to 
put on a barn dance. A historic 
barn on the Anderson Ranch 
property, just outside of Alder, 
was the perfect place and the 
band and friends got to work 
cleaning. Prepped for 200 or 
so people, the event ended up 
hosting north of 300 and ran 
out of food twice.

The barn was originally 
built by C.X. Larrabee. Lar-
rabee came to Deer Lodge to 
be a partner in a banking firm 
and eventually discovered the 
Mountain View Copper Mine 
near Butte. Both the Anderson’s 
Ranch and Ted Turner’s were 
owned by Larrabee at one point. 
The Andersons’ grandfather 
immigrated from Denmark and 
bought the ranch from Lar-
rabee’s estate, starting a sheep 
ranch in the early 1900s.

Estella, their mother, had 
musical inclinations as well, 
singing and playing guitar in 
a band called the Beaverhead 
Rangers. “She’d always had 
us sing ‘cuz that would keep 
us from fighting,” Jim said. It 
worked, and the boys had mem-
ories of ‘car karaoke,’ singing 
tunes like You Are My Sunshine 
and Big Rock Candy Mountain, 
trying to ignore their tone-deaf 
father.

Wilcox has music in his 
blood and in his brain. He 
recalls childhood songs with 
surprising ease. Wilcox’s dad 
played guitar and traded a paint 
spray can to his brother to get 
Wilcox his own. “I just played 

along with my dad, just plucked 
a couple of strings,” he said, 
eventually learning his chords. 

In the 1930s, Pearson’s 
grandfather gave a neighbor 
some eggs and received a violin 
made in 1906 in return. Pearson 
still has that violin and start-
ed her musical endeavors as a 
concert violinist, performing 
with the Bozeman Symphony 
among others. After moving 
to Ennis, traveling to rehearse 
became arduous and she took 
up the fiddle.

One night, while working 
at the Elks in Virginia City, 
Pearson ended up playing with 
the boys as an impromptu 
audition of sorts. They told her 
she could stay and across the 
gender divide the boys learned 
some fiddle music and Pearson 

learned some cowboy songs.
Pearson’s grandfather came 

from Ireland to homestead in 
Big Sandy, Mont. When she 
was a toddler, Pearson and her 
mother lived in Charlie Russell’s 
house, a name every native 
Montanan knows.

At Willies, Pearson would 
occasionally have to move over 
a bit to make room for people 
to get in the front door. Before 
they plucked their first strings, 
the band members made their 
way to the back counter to 
order cocktails.

Visitors mingled, conversed, 

ordered cocktails and clapped 
after each song. The boys would 
ask listeners if they knew who 
sang the original version of the 
song just played or would point 
tidbits out about tunes, like how 
the last they just did was about 
Charlie Russell.

“We held together for the 
last 10 years or so as a group,” 
Pearson said. With their com-
bined musical roots, playful 
banter and love for storytelling, 
they seem to be on track for 
another ten. 

As long as they keep having 
fun.

The Ruby Valley Boys and Barb Wire inside the Andersons’ barn. PHOTO COURTESY BY SARA GILMAN PHOTOGRAPHY

This photo was taken for the release of the band’s first CD, 
Smoke and Burlap. PHOTO BY SARA GILMAN PHOTOGRAPHY

“Most country musicians are musicians who wanted to be cowboys. We’re cowboys who wanted to be musi-
cians,” Jim Anderson said. From L to R: Barb Pearson (violinist), Jim Anderson (bass), Steve Wilcox (guitar) 

and John Anderson (drums).PHOTO BY KEELY LARSON

Pearson keeps her songs in a bind-
er organized by style, not alphabet-
ized as is the boys’ system. Still, she 
can find the song they are about to 
play in five minutes. “That always 
amazes me,” Wilcox said. PHOTO 

BY KEELY LARSON
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5 signs that you’re entering menopause 
Submitted by 

newsandexperts.com
 

Menopause is a nat-
ural part of aging 
for women, but 

there is no predictable pattern 
or timeline for the symptoms, 
doctors say. 

 While hot flashes, irritability 
and weight gain are generally 
well known, symptoms like anx-
iety, hair loss, and incontinence 
can catch a woman by surprise 
and cause concern, even though 
they’re normal, says Dr. Arianna 
Sholes-Douglas (www.drarianna.
com), author of The Menopause 
Myth: What Your Mother, Doc-
tor, And Friends Haven’t Told 
You About Life After 35..

 “Many myths exist about 
what to expect when going 
through menopause,” says Dr. 
Sholes-Douglas, founder of Tula 

Wellness Center in Tucson, Ariz. 
“It’s important to know your 
body well enough to know what’s 
happening and get reassurance 
that what’s going on is normal.”

 Dr. Sholes-Douglas explains 
five normal menopausal symp-
toms women can watch for: 
 • Anxiety/depression. Depres-
sion and anxiety shouldn’t be 
ignored; they can appear as your 
body changes, and need to be 
treated. “If you have a history 
of anxiety and/or depression, 
you are likely to experience it 
again in perimenopause – the 
menopause transition,” Dr. 
Sholes-Douglas says. “Decreas-
ing progesterone and overac-
tive adrenals may be partially 
responsible for the anxiety you’re 
feeling, and progesterone has 
been implicated in depression, 
too. So, don’t think depression 
and anxiety are just ‘all in your 

head.’”
• Hair loss and hair growth.  
“Hormone changes can cause 
hair growth where you least want 
it,” Dr. Sholes-Douglas says. “At 
the same time, these hormone 
changes – specifically, decreasing 
estrogen and the changing ratio 
of estrogen to testosterone – are 
responsible for thinning hair on 
the scalp, especially on the crown 
and near the forehead.”
• Behavioral changes.  Behavior 
can tip off a woman to meno-
pausal symptoms. If you’re not 
feeling like yourself and your 
partner has complained about 
you treating them differently, Dr. 
Sholes-Douglas says it could be 
an indication of lower estrogen 
levels. “Estrogen is actually a 
key driver of women’s nurturing 
behavior and desire to take care 
of others,” Dr. Sholes-Douglas 
says. “When levels decline in 

perimenopause, women can find 
themselves thinking, feeling and 
behaving in a way that’s unfa-
miliar. This biological change 
can have huge consequences for 
family dynamics.” 
• Appearance of vagina. “Age and 
hormones affect the appearance 
of the vagina,” Dr. Sholes-Doug-
las says. “The pubic hair can go 
gray, thin, or disappear altogeth-
er; the skin can change color; 
and the labia minora can length-
en or sag. All of these changes 
are completely normal.”
• Incontinence. “Decreasing 
estrogen is responsible for the 
thinning of the vaginal walls,” 
Dr. Sholes-Douglas says, “and 
that means the urethra doesn’t 
have the support it used to in 
order to hold urine in. Urine 
leakage is very common; around 
50% of women will experience 
some form of incontinence in 

their lifetime.
 “Every woman is different, 

but there’s no need to wor-
ry and suffer in silence,” Dr. 
Sholes-Douglas says. “Talk with 
your gynecologist to learn more 
about the symptoms, discuss 
what you’re experiencing, and 
ways to treat them.”

 
About Dr. Arianna 
Sholes-Douglas, MD, FACOG

Dr. Arianna Sholes-Douglas 
(www.drarianna.com), author 
of The Menopause Myth: What 
Your Mother, Doctor, And 
Friends Haven’t Told You About 
Life After 35, is the founder 
and visionary of Tula Wellness 
Center, a unique medical practice 
in Tucson, Ariz., focusing on 
women’s health and beauty. Dr. 
Sholes-Douglas has dedicated her 
career to helping women through 
the stages of life but current-

ly focuses on treating women 
experiencing perimenopause and 
menopause. She is board certified 
in Obstetrics and Gynecology 
and Maternal-Fetal Medicine. 
Dr. Sholes-Douglas, who has 
practiced medicine for 29 years, 
specializes in integrative women’s 
health, a subspecialty of gyne-
cology that incorporates evi-
denced-based alternative medical 
therapies to promote healing. She 
has served as clinical faculty at 
UCLA, the University of Mary-
land, and Johns Hopkins School 
of Medicine. Dr. Sholes-Douglas 
has made numerous media 
appearances on the Discovery 
Health Channel and served as 
the “Woman’s Doctor” on Balti-
more’s NBC news affiliate. Her 
writing has been published in 
Good Housekeeping and Essence, 
and she’s also appeared in Yahoo! 
News and Prevention.

RASH DECISIONS: How to deal with itchy, red skin
Submitted by NIH

You’ve broken out in a red, 
itchy rash. You’re likely won-
dering where it came from—
and, most importantly, how to 
make it go away.

Unfortunately, your mys-
tery rash could have many 
causes. Maybe you switched to 
a new detergent or accidentally 
brushed against poison ivy. 
Maybe it came from a virus 
or fungus. It can be hard to 
pinpoint the cause.

Red, uncomfortable skin 
rashes are called dermati-
tis. “When we use the term 
dermatitis, all we really mean 
is skin inflammation,” says Dr. 
Brian Kim, a dermatologist at 
Washington University in St. 
Louis.

Our skin is a barrier, serv-
ing as the first line of defense 
against the outside world. It is 
filled with immune cells. These 

cells actively fight against 
viruses, bacteria, and other 
invaders. If a foreign substance 
is detected, immune cells start 
a chain reaction to neutralize 
the threat. This, in turn, causes 
inflammation.

Eczema
Many people are familiar 

with atopic dermatitis—the 
red, itchy rash commonly 
called eczema. “It affects up to 
30% of people, particularly in 
childhood, and it tends to run 
in families,” explains Dr. Heidi 
Kong, a dermatologist at NIH. 
While some children may out-
grow eczema, others will have 
the disease for life.

The cause of eczema is 
unknown. But skin microbes—
bacteria, fungi, and virus-
es—may play a role. Kong is 
working to understand how 
the millions of microbes that 
live on your skin may contrib-
ute to eczema. Kong and her 

team have shown that certain 
types of bacteria are more 
commonly found on people 
with eczema. When applied to 
the skin of mice, these bacteria 
cause an immune response in 
the skin.

“We’re trying to understand 
the bacteria on a deeper level,” 
says Kong. “We see that they 
are associated with flares.” 
Flares are periods when ecze-
ma gets worse.

Treatment using bacteria 
normally found on healthy 
skin may help. In a small 
preliminary study, children 
and adults with eczema im-
proved after using a spray that 
contained a specific kind of 
healthy bacteria. Research like 
this may one day lead to new 
treatments.

Scientists are also interest-
ed in understanding whether 
eczema can be prevented 
before it starts.

“I tell my patients that you 
were probably programmed 
from birth to be at risk for 
developing atopic dermatitis,” 
says Dr. Eric Simpson, a der-
matologist at Oregon Health 
& Science University. Scien-
tists estimate that the risk for 
eczema may be up to 60–70% 
genetic. But environmental 
causes also play a role.

What if a simple act, like 
moisturizing daily, could keep 
children from developing the 
disease? Doctors often pre-
scribe moisturizing creams 
for people with eczema. These 
creams help to stop itching and 
restore the skin. Studies have 
shown that using moisturizers, 
sometimes called emollients, 
can prevent eczema flares.

In Simpson’s new study, 
parents will moisturize their 
baby’s entire body each day us-
ing one of several emollients. 
“Our idea was to repair the 
skin barrier that’s dysfunction-
al as early in life as you can,” 
says Simpson.

Over several years, the 
team will be able to see wheth-
er emollient treatment helped 
prevent eczema. They are also 
looking at whether regular 
moisturizing could impact 
allergies and asthma, which 
are common for children with 
eczema.

How do you choose a 
moisturizing product if you 
have eczema? “It’s a bit of trial 
and error,” Kong says. While 
some people prefer petroleum 
jelly-based products, other 
people find they have better re-
sults with cream-based lotions.

“But because of the tenden-
cy for a lot of these patients to 
have sensitive skin, we do rec-
ommend they avoid products 

that have a lot of fragrances or 
preservatives,” she says.

Other Rashes
Not all rashes are myste-

rious. Some have a very clear 
cause. If your skin touches 
something you’re allergic to, 
it’s bound to get red and itchy. 
Common triggers include 
fragrances in soaps, lotions, 
and cosmetics. Some people 
are sensitive to nickel, which is 
often found in jewelry.

Your doctor may recom-
mend a “patch test.” Small 
amounts of different substanc-
es are applied to your skin to 
see if you have a reaction.

“People are very familiar 
with allergic contact dermati-
tis by way of poison ivy,” Kim 
says. “But there are many, 
many environmental allergens 
that can cause contact derma-
titis.” Luckily, hydrocortisone 
cream may be all you need if 
the rash only covers a small 
area.

Psoriasis is another com-
mon form of dermatitis. It 
causes thick, red, scaly skin on 
the elbows, knees, scalp, and 
other parts of the body. It’s 
caused by an overactive im-
mune system. Skin ointments 
and medications that quiet 
the immune system can help. 
A doctor may also prescribe 
light therapy, where the skin is 
regularly exposed to ultraviolet 
light.

Rashes can also be trig-
gered by bacterial and viral 
infections. And certain drugs 
may cause an itchy skin rash if 
you’re allergic.

“That’s a few of probably 
hundreds of rashes you can 
get,” Kim says. But common 
to all of them? “A five-year-
old child could tell you that 

whenever something’s rashy, 
it itches. Itch is probably the 
most common symptom in the 
field of dermatology.”

Itch Relief
For a long time, people 

questioned whether itch was 
even its own unique sensation. 
They thought it might be a 
mild form of pain. But scien-
tists have discovered that itch 
has its own pathway in the 
brain.

That was the starting point 
for developing new treatments 
for chronic itch. Now research-
ers are focusing on finding 
drugs to help fight itch.

If you’re a little itchy, it’s 
okay to start with over-the-
counter creams. Moisturizers 
and creams work well for 
dry, itchy skin. Mentholated 
moisturizers can cool the skin 
and provide relief. But some 
perfumes or dyes added to 
skin lotions may make things 
worse. For more tips on sooth-
ing a mild rash, see the “Wise 
Choices” box.

If you have a severe itch 
that’s been going on for a long 
time, you should see a doctor. 
For these types of severe itch, 
Kim says, trying to use over-
the-counter treatments is “like 
trying to put out a fire with a 
garden hose.”

For an itchy rash, it’s 
important to understand the 
cause. Call your doctor if your 
rash is so uncomfortable that 
it interferes with your sleep 
or daily activities. You should 
also seek medical help if you 
break out in a rash after taking 
a new medication.

An itchy rash can be trying, 
but with help, you can calm 
your skin and feel better.
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COMMODITY INSITE:  
GET WITH THE TIMES

by Jerry Welch

Yes, the trade war with 
China, lasting  nearly two full 
years is over. Yes, China signed 
a historic treaty committing 
them to buy $80 billion worth 
of U.S. ag-commodities over 
two years. Yes, the dollar 
amount China has pledged to 
buy has never before in history 
been attempted by any nation. 
Yes, the trade deal with China 
is good for them and very good 
for U.S. farmers and ranchers 
as well. But now what?

First, let me point out a few 
things that are evident and 
well known. Also, allow me 
to point out a few things that 
remain a mystery and only 
with the benefit of hindsight 
will we know how events actu-
ally unfolded. The trade deal 
with China is potentially quite 
bullish for American farmers 
and ranchers. But there are a 
number of moving parts to the 

trade deal and those have to be 
recognized.

There is no way of knowing 
for sure what China wants in 
the way of U.S. food stuffs.  
Nor, how much they need. 
Or, when they need it. Believe 
me, China will keep those 
cards very close to their vest 
and offer no hints whatsoever 
about what they will be doing. 
Certainly, there are educated 
guesses f loating around about 
Chinese needs but until it is 
confirmed by the USDA, every-
thing is a rumor and nothing 
more.

With China signing a his-
toric trade deal it means U.S. 
agriculture has “new found 
demand” that will underpin 
the ag-markets and prices. Un-
derstand that Chinese traders 
are shrewd. They will not chase 
markets higher.  They will buy 
weakness which only makes 

sense. As a U.S. ag-producer or 
trader, you should do the same. 
Avoid buying strength. Avoid 
selling weakness.

I have argued that this 
year and in the years to come, 
“climate change” will impact 
the growing seasons for grains 
in the U.S. and likely else-
where on the globe. And I am 
not alone with such reason-
ing. Recently, BlackRock, the 
world’s largest money manager 
with $7 trillion in assets under 
management had this to say 
according to CNBC News, in 
a headline that blared, “Here’s 
how the world’s largest money 
manager is overhauling its 
strategy because of climate 
change.” BlackRock  CEO, Lar-
ry Fink said, “Climate change 
poses a real risk to long-term 
viability, and companies can 
no longer afford to ignore these 
risks.”

 Earlier this week and also 
from CNBC News this headline 
was posted. “Climate experts 
demand world leaders stop 
walking away from the sci-
ence.” Here is a statement from 
that posting. “The UN has rec-
ognized climate change as “the 
defining issue of our time,” 
with a recent report calling the 
crisis “the greatest challenge to 
sustainable development.” 

When BlackRock, the 
world’s largest money manager 
starts squirming over climate 
change, so do I. When the 
United Nations argues climate 
change  is, “the defining issue 
of our time” they should be lis-
tened to and carefully. Between 
BlackRock and the U.N., that 
old saw, “where there is smoke, 
there is fire” rings true.

The key to success in farm-
ing and ranching is marketing. 
That is how is has always been 

and that will not change. Ever. 
And the key to agriculture 
commodities, the wild card so 
to speak, is Mother Nature. Or, 
climate change. Imagine what 
the ag-markets could possibly 
do on the upside with China 
big buyers of U.S. food  stuffs 
for the next two years just as 
unusually threatening weath-
er blankets the Grain Belt? 
Imagine!

The decade that just ended 
was the warmest for the world 
as a whole in all of history. 
The year 2019, was the second 
warmest in history. The five 
years leading up to 2020 were 
the warmest in history. The 
only reason crops were not 
impacted is the threatening 
weather was absent in July and 
August here in the U.S. 

The combination of new 
found demand with China and 
the distinct prospects of seri-

ous climate change issues has 
the potential to be wildly bull-
ish for the agriculture markets. 
American agricultural produc-
ers have dodged a weather issue 
bullet for years. I doubt that 
will happen again this growing 
season or the years to come. 

For one of the few times 
in history, American farmers 
and ranchers are looking at 
new found demand coupled 
with the distinct possibility 
that Mother Nature, or climate 
change will make or break a 
host of food stuff markets here 
or abroad. My advice? Hone 
your marketing skills and 
reach out for help. Times have 
changed. Get with the times. 
You must know when to buy. 
When to sell. And when to sit 
tight. Marketing is the key to 
success in the world of agricul-
ture.

columns

Maybelline was a pretty blonde with four white stocking feet.And Scoot, an older 

 gelding whose good sense was hard to beat.

Well Maybelline and Scoot were down in Goblin Valley way.  The trail was long 

 and winding.  They’d be gone most of the day.

Maybelline said, “Scoot I’d like to make a small request.  I see it’s almost lunch 

 time and these cowboys need a rest.”

Then Scoot replied, “I guess you’re right.  These cowboys like to eat.  We’ll stop 

 here for an hour; get them off the saddle’s seat.”

Two cowboys stepped on down and moseyed over to the rocks.  They pulled out 

 fish and crackers from an overstuffed lunch box.  

Then Maybelline said, “Scoot do cowboys always eat canned fish?  It’s all I’ve 

 ever seen ‘em eat.  Must be their favorite dish.”

Well Scoot said, “Maybelline a cowboy is a different lot.  There’s no predicting 

 what they’ll eat.  Their stomachs must be shot.”

“And cowboys must be bashful, quite unlike both you and me.  Each time that 

 Mother Nature calls they go behind a tree.”

 Then Maybelline said, “Scoot you’re right. Sometimes they’re quite absurd.  But 

 my rider tells a story better’n any song I’ve heard.”

Scoot then smiled.  “Well Maybelline does he stretch it just a bit?  I heard my 

 rider say to him, ‘I think you’re full of @#&*’!” 

Both horses gave a belly laugh.  The riders looked their way.  Each rider shrugged 

 his shoulders.  Said, “That was a funny neigh.”

Then Maybelline said, “Scoot those cowboys really have no clue.  ‘Cuz if they 

 knew just what we said for sure we’d both be glue.”

Scoot said, “If we weren’t here those dang old cowboys would be lost.  Those 

 cowpokes should appreciate the time our paths were crossed.”

Maybelline said, “Scoot those cowboys move just like a snail.  Let’s get ‘em in the 

 saddle ‘cuz it’s time to hit the trail.”

Then Scoot said, “Maybelline I’ve sure enjoyed our ride today.  We’ll get these 

 cowboys back to camp.  That’s where they keep the hay!”

Maybelline and ScootMaybelline and Scoot

A Wrangler’s 

Reckless Writings

By Bryce Angell

The highlights of the Montana night sky 
in February include the moon passing in front 
of Mars in a lunar occultation on the morning 
of Feb. 18. This is the first lunar occultation 
of a planet visible in the United States since 
2004. Other night sky highlights include bril-
liant Venus joined by speedy Mercury for the 
first part of the month in the evening sky. In 
the morning sky, Mars and the giant planet 
Jupiter are joined by the ringed planet Saturn 
later in the month as Saturn rises out of the 
solar glare and the month progresses. 

As February begins, the brightest planet 
Venus dominates the evening sky as it stands 
out high up in the southwestern sky. Venus 
doesn’t set until about three and a half hours 
after sunset as February begins, and almost 
4 hours after sunset as February comes to an 
end. During the first half of the month, Venus 
is joined in the evening sky by the innermost 
planet Mercury, which sets about a one and a 
quarter hours after sunset as the month be-
gins. By about the middle of the month, Mer-
cury becomes lost in the solar glare.  

The next planet to become visible in the 
nighttime sky is the Red Planet Mars, which 
rises at about 4:35 a.m. as the month begins 
and about 4:10 a.m. as the month comes to 
an end. The highlight for Mars this month is 
when it passes behind the moon in a lunar oc-
cultation on the morning of Feb. 18. At about 
4:40 a.m. that morning, when Mars is still low 
on the eastern horizon, Mars is occulted by 
the moon. Mars doesn’t reappear from behind 
the moon until about 6 a.m. This event is a 
rare occurrence in that the occultation of a 
naked eye planet by the moon has not been 
seen in this country since 2004.   

Turning to other planetary events in the 
morning sky, as February begins Mars is 
joined by the giant planet Jupiter at about 6:20 

a.m. By the end of February, Jupiter rises at 
about 4:50 a.m.  By around Feb. 8, Mars and 
Jupiter are joined by the ringed planet Sat-
urn, which emerges out of the solar glare, and 
around that part of the month it rises at about 
6:35 a.m. By the end of February, Saturn rises 
at about 5:20 a.m. 

In addition to the moon occulting Mars, 
other lunar events include the moon being 
full on Feb. 9. The moon then passes to the 
right of Jupiter on the morning of Feb. 19 and 
to the right of Saturn the next morning. The 
moon passes to the left of Venus on the eve-
ning of Feb. 27.

For meteor shower watchers, there are no 
major meteor showers this month. However, 
a sporadic meteor can f lash across the sky at 
any time. From a dark site, meteors typically 
can be seen at a rate of about five meteors per 
hour.

Montana Night Sky
Highlights for february

Richard Stouffer is a life-long 
amateur astronomer and former 
member of Delaware Astronomical 
Society and National Capital 
Astronomers.

by richard stouffer

Your partner in community.  
682-7755
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Crossword puzzle answers on B9

Sudoku

su
do

ku
 s

ol
ut

io
n

Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

THEME: BE MY VALENTINE

ACROSS
1. *AbÈlard to HÈloÔse
6. C.E.O.’s degree
9. a.k.a Snowmobile
13. Make amends
14. Over, poetically
15. Garlic unit
16. ____ lazuli
17. New, prefix
18. Bumpkin
19. *St. Valentine’s Day Massacre city
21. James Bond’s drink of choice
23. Building annex
24. Galsworthy’s “The Forsyte ____”
25. MD, familiarly
28. Land of Nod, in relation to Eden
30. Hire for work
35. Part of an eye
37. Feudal laborer
39. Request from Amazon
40. Waterproofed canvas
41. Bunch of bees
43. Black cat, e.g.
44. Apollo of “Rocky”
46. Roofed colonnade
47. X in a letter
48. Medicinal herb
50. Tangerine-grapefruit hybrid
52. Tennis barrier
53. Hold as a conviction
55. End of a fuse?
57. *____ Valentine, a.k.a. humorous 
Valentine
61. *One of star-crossed lovers
65. Beyond’s occasional partner
66. E.T. transporter
68. Wombs
69. Hansen’s disease patient
70. Young canine
71. *Flirt
72. *They used to be each other’s 
Valentines
73. Attempt
74. Passover meal

DOWN
1. Barber’s supply
2. Arizona’s neighbor
3. Serengeti antelope
4. *Like a bottle of champagne
5. “Goodwill Industries” business
6. *Unfortunate consequence of 
kissing?
7. Busy as a what?
8. *Pleasant bouquet smell
9. Vegas bandit

10. Mischievous Norse deity
11. ____-tempered
12. Sub station
15. *Roxane’s pen pal
20. “Heart of ____,” Blondie’s hit
22. Well-kept secret, for some
24. Strata, sing.
25. *Go ____, or split the cost of a 
date
26. Estrogen maker
27. The smallest dwarf planet
29. Uses a Singer
31. Get the picture

32. Short for administrator
33. Goslings, when they grow up
34. *German artist or Young’s 
partner
36. “Singes” in “La PlanËte des 
Singes”
38. *Mr. Right, pre-kiss
42. Tiny European republic
45. Jackie Robinson, e.g.
49. Princess tester
51. “My two cents,” pl.
54. Do like Vesuvius
56. *HÈloÔse to AbÈlard
57. Wide river valley

58. Wild goat
59. Uh-uh
60. “The Three Faces of ____,” pl.
61. Printer button
62. Old paint hazard
63. Gaelic tongue
64. *Wedding cake layer
67. “___ Elise”

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

ESTATE SALES

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

HELP WANTED

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

For Rent:  professional office 
space in Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. 
Includes common area confer-
ence room, utilities, and other 
amenities. $285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Registered Nurse, PRN, (3) 
Licensed Practical Nurse Per 

Diem Clinic, (4) Certified 
Nurse Assistant, Per Diem, 

(5) Certified Medical 
Assistant Per Diem. We have 

a dynamic and supportive 
nursing team. Join us! Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844

SERVICES

HELP WANTED
If you’re looking for meaningful 

work, this may be the job for 
you! Seniors in the Ennis area 

need your help. Call Jon at Home 
Instead Senior Care at 406-922-
5060, or visit www.homeinstead.

com/751.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

Gary Kinney
702-5372702-5372

OROR send a text
596-7003596-7003

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Patient Coordinator. Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Maintenance Manager. 

Please visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

When you clean, drain & dry 
your watercraft and fishing gear, 

Thank you. you help protect 
Montana’s water.

WATER USERSBOATERS ANGLERS

CleanDrainDryMT.com

OFFICE FOR RENT 
Existing business with spacious 
office for rent in Ennis. Includes 
parking, reception, conference 
room and secretarial staff. Call 

Paul at 581-7878.

Ranch Hand Wanted.
 Duties would include calving, 
doctoring and feeding cattle 

with a tractor and hay processor. 
Small house available. Starting 

January 20th through April. 
Call Brad at 596-1100

Ennis High School is accepting 
applications for a High School 
Track and Field Assistant for 
the upcoming season. Please 

complete a district application, 
resume, 3 letters of recommenda-
tion, and a letter of interest. This 
position will close 2/21/20. Please 

contact Mr. Hess at chess@
ennisschools.org or at the high 

school for any questions.

MASSAGE THERAPIST - 
TWIN BRIDGES

406-792-5200
Tangles Salon

Available Mon-Sat by 
appointment

$45/hr
Ask for Mary!

213 N Main, Sheridan, MT
4 BR/1.5 Bath

2 Car garage, no pets. $985 per 
month. Call Baycroft Property 
Management at 406-560-3274. 

www.baycroftproperty.com

109 N. Gallatin, Harrison, MT
2 BR/1 Bath

1 Car garage, Pets negotiable. 
$750 per month. Call Baycroft 
Property Management at 406-

560-3274. 
www.baycroftproperty.com

16 Gornick Lane, Waterloo, MT
3 BR/2 Bath

Garage, shop, no pets. $1225 per 
month. Call Baycroft Property 
Management at 406-560-3274. 

www.baycroftproperty.com

175 Bench Road, Waterloo, MT
3 BR/1 Bath

Horse property, pets negotiable, 
barn.corrals. $1285 per month. 

Call Baycroft Property Manage-
ment at 406-560-3274. 

www.baycroftproperty.com

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

GMA Mining USA in Alder is 
accepting applications for Full-
Time Temporary Plant Opera-

tions. Starting at $19.00 per hour. 
Please call HR at (406)-842-7829 
or email lindadixon@gmagarnet.
com for details and application.

Sheridan School District No. 5 
has an immediate opening for an 
adult education director for the 

2019-20 school year, $12.30/hour, 
approx. 2 hrs/week. Information 

and employment applications 
can be obtained on the Sheridan 
School website at https://sheri-
dan.k12.mt.us, or by contacting 

Rebecca Larsen, District Clerk at 
842-5302.

Consumer Loan Officer 
Position-Ennis, MT 

Successful candidate will 
possess excellent computer, 

communication and financial 
analytical skills with a 
knowledge of lending 

concepts. Hiring preference 
will be given to applicants 
with previous banking and 

lending experience and/
or individuals seeking 
a professional banking 

career, with advancement 
opportunity. Compensation 

DOE. Benefits include health 
insurance and other benefits, 
including paid vacations and 
401-k. Interested individuals 

may drop-off or email 
their resume to jmcnally@
madisonvalleybank.com 
or pick up an application 
at Madison Valley Bank 
213 East Main - Ennis, 
MT. or download the 
application at www.

madisonvalleybank.com 
under Career Opportunities 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

EMPLOYER

Loan Processor Position-
Ennis, MT Successful 
candidate will possess 
excellent computer and 

communication skills. Real 
Estate lending experience 
would be a plus. Hiring 

preference will be given to 
applicants with previous 
banking experience and/

or individuals seeking 
a professional banking 

career, with advancement 
opportunity. Compensation 

DOE. Benefits include health 
insurance and other benefits, 
including paid vacations and 
401-k. Interested individuals 

may drop-off or email 
their resume to jmcnally@
madisonvalleybank.com 
or pick up an application 
at Madison Valley Bank 
213 East Main - Ennis, 
MT. or download the 
application at www.

madisonvalleybank.com 
under Career Opportunities 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

EMPLOYER

Bank Teller Position-Ennis, 
MT Successful candidate 

will possess excellent 
customer service skills, 

computer abilities, 10-key 
calculator experience, and 
proficiency in basic math. 
Hiring preference will be 
given to applicants with 

previous banking experience 
and bookkeeping skills, 

and/or individuals seeking 
a professional banking 

career, with advancement 
opportunity. Compensation 

DOE. Benefits include health 
insurance and other benefits, 

including paid vacations 
and 401-k. Interested 

individuals may pick up 
an application at Madison 

Valley Bank 213 East Main 
- Ennis, MT. or download 
the application at www.
madisonvalleybank.com 

under Career Opportunities 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

EMPLOYER

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755

Income Taxes! Aggressive 
personnel and corporate income 

taxes can file all years since 
2000 federal and states, I also 
do extensions and arbrition. 47 

years experience with affordable 
rates. Call 406-682-5037 for an 
appt. 103 Moores Creek CT Tax 

Reps, Inc. 
In most cases able to settle with 
IRS for pennies on the dollar.
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 more more MARKETPLACE MARKETPLACE

 
    
 
Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 
 
 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $19.79 to $24.74 hourly;  
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
 
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response; and  
 Public Health Department Registered Nurse-Full-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly. 

 
 
 

Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 
Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  

                             
  (Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (01.30.20) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #274
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 

– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714.

Ad #013
Dahl Memorial Healthcare in 
Ekalaka, Mont. has position 

openings for Registered Nurses 
(RN) and a Clinic RN. DMHA 

offers competitive wages, 
benefits, student loan repayment 
and a moving bonus. For more 
information or to apply, contact 

Melissa Lovec: P.O. Box 46, 
Ekalaka, MT 59324; (406) 775-

8730; mlovec@dmhainc.com. 
EOE

Ad #262
DISPERSION SALE: ALL OUR 

BLACK COWS/ bred black 
(approx. 60- 65 head). Calving 
last week of March for 60 days. 

Make offer. (406) 567-2428.

Ad #272
ATTENTION EASTERN 

Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running

Bi-Monthly routes. Actively 
seeking Coyotes, Heavy Cats, 

Fox, Deer/Elkhides and Antler. 
Coyote market exceptional. (308) 

750-0700. www.petskafur.net

Ad #264
By reading this ad, you can see 

that classified advertising works! 
Reach over 400,000 readers in 

Montana and beyond to promote 
your product, service, event and 
business. To get results, contact 
this newspaper, or the Montana 
Newspaper Association at (406) 

443-2850 or email stacy@
mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for 
the small investment of $149. Call 

and email us today to see how 
you can advertise for ½ off . 

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

BBHHHHSSMMTT..CCOOMM  
EENNNNIISS::  440066..668822..55000022
SSHHEERRIIDDAANN::  440066..884422..55665500  
TTWWIINN  BBRRIIDDGGEESS::  440066..668844..55668866

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

SSUUBBDDIIVVIISSIIOONNSS

• 2.27-5.30± acre parcels available 
• Power, fiber, gas and phone already to the lots 
• Superior views in every direction!

HOMESTEAD SUB., SHERIDAN 
STARTING AT $42,000 

• Quality building lots around Hebgen Lake
• Great building sites with fantastic views 
• Light covenants; no HOA

HEBGEN LAKE, W. YELLOWSTONE
STARTING AT $110,000

• Multiple parcels available 
• Private horse facility and clubhouse 
• Build your Montana dream home! 

PRONGHORN MEADOWS, ENNIS 
STARTING AT $39,900

• Single and multi-family lots available 
• Site preparation services available 
• Wonderful location with beautiful views 

RUBY ROCK SUB., SHERIDAN 
STARTING AT $29,000 

• 5.31-11.21± acre parcels available 
• Located only a few miles from Ennis 
• Beautiful views of the Madison Range 

VIRGINIA CITY RANCHES, ENNIS 
STARTING AT $44,900

• 1.17-2.32± acre parcels available 
• Just minutes from Downtown Ennis! 
• 360 degree views from every location! 

SKY VIEW SUB., ENNIS 
STARTING AT $69,900 

BUILD YOUR BUILD YOUR 
Dream Home!Dream Home!
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
JANUARY 30, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE OF BASIC 
TELEPHONE SERVICE
Available from 3 Rivers Telephone 
Cooperative, Inc. 3 Rivers Telephone 
Cooperative, Inc. is designated as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier by meeting 
guidelines of the Federal Communications 
Commission and the Montana Public Service 
Commission. We have been offering quality 
reliable telephone service since 1953 and 
realize basic service is a fundamental aspect 
of everyday life. Basic service from 3 Rivers 
Telephone Cooperative Inc. includes: 
o  Voice grade access to the public switched 
network 
o  Access to emergency services (including 
911/E911) 
o  Access to operator services, interexchange 
carriers, and directory assistance 
o  Extended area service (toll free calling 
from all 3 Rivers’ exchanges to any other 
3 Rivers’ exchange, with the exception of 
Conrad, Great Falls and Shelby) 3 Rivers 
Telephone Cooperative Inc. is proud to offer 
basic service to all customers in our serving 
territory. Our monthly rates for residential 
and business basic services are listed below. 
Low-income individuals may be eligible for 
Lifeline and Link-up telephone assistance 
programs, which provide discounts on basic 
telephone service. (Link-up is available on 
tribal lands only). Also available to Lifeline 
customers is toll blocking free of charge 
which lets customers block outgoing long 
distance calls. Customers may only receive 
one Lifeline discount per household. If you 
have questions, or would like to become a 
customer of 3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, 
Inc, please contact us at 467-2535 from any 
3 Rivers exchange listed below, 1-800-796-
4567, www.3rivers.net or visit our business 
office at 202 5th Street South in Fairfield. 
Basic Monthly Rates: Augusta, Belt, Big Sky, 
Brady, Browning, Carter, Choteau, Dupuyer, 
East Conrad, Ennis, Fairfield, Fort Shaw, 
Geyser, Harrison, Highwood, Lima, Melrose, 
Neihart, Pendroy, Power, Raynesford, 
Sheridan, Stockett, Twin Bridges, Valier, and 
Virginia City Residential ……………$ 22.50 
Business……………...............………$ 28.00
(Pub. JAN  30, 2020) 
3RIVERS
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Case No. DP 29-2019-28 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF: 
BARRY RICE, 
Deceased 
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named 
estate. All persons having claims against 
the decedent are required to present their 
claims within four months after the date of 
the first publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. 
Claims must either be mailed to Diane Rice, 
the Personal Representative, return receipt 
requested, at c/o Arthur V. Wittich, Montana 
Law Company, 280 W. Kagy Blvd, Ste. 
D-324, Bozeman, MT 59715 or filed with the 
Clerk of the above Court. Dated this 17th 
day of January, 2020 
/s/ Diane Rice, Montana Law Company, 
By: Arthur V. Wittich, Attorney for Personal 
Representative I declare under penalty 
of perjury that the foregoing is true and 
correct. Arthur V. Wittich, Montana Law 
Company, 280 W. Kagy Blvd, Ste. D-324, 
Bozeman, MT 59715 (406) 585-5598 (406) 
585-9618 Facsimile Attorneys for Diane 
Rice.
(Pub. JAN  23, 30, FEB. 6, 2020) 
MT LAW CO.
MNAXLP

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
MADISON COUNTY Deutsche Bank 
National Trust Company, as trustee for 
Home Equity Mortgage Loan Asset-Backed 
Trust Series SPMD 2004-A, Home Equity 
Mortgage Loan Asset-Backed Certificates 
Series SPMD 2004-A, Plaintiff, v. Harold R. 
Peterson and Sportsmans Paradise, LLC 
and Tamara Ann Bauer aka Tamara Bauer 
Peterson, and any person in possession, 
Defendants. CIVIL NUMBER: DV-29-2019-
68 HONORABLE: Luke Berger TO: Harold 
R. Peterson and Sportsmans Paradise, LLC 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer 
the Complaint in this action, which is filed in 
the above entitled Court. A copy of same is 
served upon you. You must file your written 
answer with the above entitled Court and 
serve a copy upon the Plaintiff, or Plaintiff’s 
attorney within thirty (30) days after the 
service of this Summons, exclusive of the 
day of service. Failure to appear and answer 
will allow judgment to be taken against you 
by default, for the relief demanded in the 
Complaint. This action is for foreclosure 
of real property located in the County of 
Madison, State of Montana. The real property 
has an address of 850 Hwy 287 North Unit 11 
nka 155 Sheep Creek Road, Cameron, MT 
59720, and is more particularly described as 
follows: Lot 46B as shown on Certificate of 
Survey filed in Book 7 of Surveys, Page 940 
(also known as Sportsman’s Paradise No. 
8), being a tract of land located in Section 2 
Township 12 South, Range 2 East, P.M.M., 
Madison County, Montana, according to the 
Official Plat thereof on file and of record 
in the office of the Clerk and Recorder of 
Madison County, Montana. A $70.00 filing 
fee must accompany the answer at the time 
of filing.
(Pub. JAN  30, FEB. 6, 13, 2020) 
HALLIDAY
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE - NO MEETING
NOTICE The Board of Madison County 
Commissioners will not be holding their 
regular Commission meeting on Tuesday, 
February 11, 2020, as they will be attending 
the Montana Association of Counties 
Midwinter Conference in Great Falls, 
Montana. The next regular meeting following 
this date will be held on Tuesday, February 
18, 2020.
(Pub. JAN  30, FEB. 6, 2020) 

MADISON COMMISH
MNAXLP

RESOLUTION SALE OF SCHOOL 
PROPERTY
SHERIDAN SCHOOL DISTRICT #5 
RESOLUTION FOR THE DISPOSITION OF 
SCHOOL PROPERTY Whereas, pursuant 
to § 20-6-604, MCA, whenever the Trustees 
of a school district determine that a site, 
building, or other real or personal property 
of the district is or is about to become 
abandoned, obsolete, undesirable, or 
unsuitable for school purposes of the district, 
the Trustees may sell or otherwise dispose 
of property in accordance with that section; 
and Whereas, the Trustees of Sheridan 
School District No. 5, Madison County, have 
determined that the property described 
herein is unsuitable for the school purposes 
of the district. Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved 
that Sheridan School District No. 5 will 
dispose the following described real property 
of the District: 1967 Universal Variable 
Resistance Weight Set Pursuant to § 20-6-
604, MCA, the public shall be given notice 
of this resolution in the manner required for 
school elections as set forth in § 20-20-204, 
MCA, including that notice of this Resolution 
shall be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the District, and posted in at 
least three public places within the District. 

This resolution will become effective fourteen 
days following notice to the public. 
/S/ WILLIAM T. C. WOOD, 
BOARD CHAIR 
1/14/2020
/S/REBECCA E. LARSEN, 
DISTRICT CLERK 
1/14/2020
(Pub. JAN  30, FEB. 6, 2020) 
SHERIDAN SCHOOL
MNAXLP

HEALTH INSURANCE QUOTES
The Town of Ennis is requesting Health 
Insurance Quotes for employees of the 
Town. Please contact Ginger Guinn, Clerk 
Treasurer for the Town of Ennis, to obtain 
information regarding the coverage being 
sought. Ginger Guinn Clerk/Treasurer Town 
of Ennis Ph: 406 682-4287 328 W. Main, 
Ennis MT. Email: gingerg@ennismontana.
org
(Pub. JAN  30, FEB. 6, 2020) 
ENNIS TOWN
MNAXLP

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755

ATTENTION 
SUBSCRIBERS!

JUST A FRIENDLY NOTE 
TO SUBSCRIBERS:

WHEN YOU MOVE OR 
CHANGE YOUR MAILING 

ADDRESS PLEASE LET 
US KNOW HERE AT THE 

MADISONIAN SO WE CAN 
ENSURE TIMELY DELIVERY.

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Your partner in community.  
682-7755
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Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery
Part 33: Advance to St. Charles

“About 2 oClock P. M we arrived at Saint Charles, where we passed the Evening with a great deal 
of satisfaction, and chearfulness, and all our men appeared to be in good spirits. We shall waite here for Captain 

Lewis, who is to meet us from Saint Louis;—  Saint Charles is a Village settled by French Inhabitants.    
t is a handsome situation, laying on the North side of the River contains about 80 Houses, built in the french 

fashion, and has a small Roman Catholic Chapel.”

—Joseph Whitehouse, May 16, 1804

Column and photos by 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

“Nice canoe. Did you 
make that?” Yeah. I carved it 
out last summer with Chur-
chill Clark, a direct descen-
dent of William Clark. “Oh 
wow, it’s really beautiful. 
What kind of wood is it?” 
Douglas fir. “Douglas fir? 
How much does that thing 
weigh?” At least 500 lbs. I 
haven’t weighed it yet. “It’s 
really beautiful. Where are 
y’all paddling to?” St. Lou-
is. We started from Three 
Forks, Montana.  “Yeah? 
Wait. What? You’re paddling 
from where?!?” We’re doing 
the whole Missouri River 
from Three Forks, Montana 
to St. Louis. “That’s a long 
way. How long you been on 
the river?” We left home 
June 1. “June 1! That was a 
while ago... what, like three 
months?!?” Five months. 
“Five months?!? Let’s see, 
June, July, August, Septem-
ber, October... oh my, oh my, 
that’s a long time... how can 
y’all afford to take so much 
time off work?”

We’ve answered variations 
of the same questions nearly 
every day of the expedition, 
that last question usually 
preceded by a look of confu-
sion and bewilderment—as if 
we came from another planet 
where people don’t have 
jobs. For us, the answers are 
all different, yet united by a 
common theme. Chris works 
as a carpenter to save up 
money, then leaves to go on 
big adventures. He’s taken the 
last two years off work. Scott 
worked as a mechanical engi-
neer making medical devices 
for the past fifteen years. He 
quit his job to join the expe-
dition, planning a major life 
transition afterwards. 

John, who finished the 
river ahead of us, does wil-
derness therapy work with 
troubled teens. There are few 
expenses when camping with 
kids for weeks at a time, so 
it’s easy to save up thousands 
of dollars, then quit and live 
off the savings. 

Most of my friends are 
homeless, hopping from 
one adventure to another in 
quests of exploration and en-
lightenment. Owning a house 

makes me the anomaly. If I 
want to dismiss the employ-
ment question quickly, I say 
I’m an author and I’m writing 
a book about our river trip. 
People like that answer. It 
fits cultural expectations that 
perpetual work is necessary. 
The actual answer is more 
complicated, but readily 
evident in quaint rural towns 
along the river.

With warm weather 
growing scarce, we took 
advantage of a nice day to 
paddle forty-five miles from 
Jefferson City to the charm-
ing riverside town of Her-
mann. We pitched our tents 
in the city park and joined 
river angels Gary and Marcia 
Leabman for a lovely evening 
of homemade pizza and local 
history. 

Historic towns along the 
lower Missouri were built 
on bluffs, taking the high 
ground for flood protection. 
Brick houses are common, 
intermingled with wood 
frame structures. When 
Deb gave us a tour at White 
Cloud, Kansas, she pointed 
out modest, but solid houses 
that were selling for $8,000 to 
$10,000. In Weston, Missou-
ri, Wendy told us how real 
estate prices were reason-
able, but shot up as the town 
became a tourist destination. 
Hermann has also been 
discovered, driving up real 
estate prices.

Most people buy an 
expensive home near a job, 
but houses are vastly less 
expensive where jobs are 
scarce. It’s not difficult to cut 
expenses long enough to save 
money and pay cash, typical-
ly $20,000 to $50,000, for a 
modest house in urban and 
rural communities through-
out the United States. 

In the lifelong game of 
Monopoly, people tend to 
invest beyond their means, 
starting out with properties 
like Marvin Gardens, Penn-
sylvania Avenue, or Board-
walk, which are too expen-
sive to develop. My favorites 
were always the violet-purple 
properties of Virginia Ave-
nue, States Avenue, and St. 
Charles Place, where houses 
and hotels were affordable, 
yet brought a decent return 
on the investment.

Passing by New Haven, we 
stopped to visit Lance Stro-
heker and Gary Rice at Astral 
Glass Studio. Gary moved 
the business there after being 
priced out of California. A 
few years ago, Lance and 
Gary paddled the upper half 
of the Missouri River. Now 
they invite fellow thru-pad-
dlers to make glass-blown 
Christmas ornaments and 
sign their wall. Lance bought 
several acres of cheap land 
nearby, and he is preparing 
to build his own home.

That’s how I started 
out in the early 1990s. My 
then-partner and I worked 
part-time in wilderness 
therapy, then bought land, 
lived in a tent, and paid cash 
for building materials. Our 
combined income was only 
$10,000 to $12,000, but we 
gained $50,000 in annu-
al value through property 
improvements and avoided 
mortgage interest. Living 

debt free with few monthly 
expenses, there was no need 
for a 9-to-5 job, providing 
ample time to pursue a writ-
ing career, raise a family, and 
go on great adventures. 

Down the street from 
Astral Glass, Shane Camden 
is fulfilling his entrepreneur-
ial dream in a warehouse he 
bought from the city for $1 
and his pledge to renovate 
the structure. He launched 
Paddle Stop New Haven, 
where he produces beautiful 
hand-crafted wooden canoes, 
kayaks, and stand-up-paddle 

boards. 
Scott and his partner 

Margie have telescoped down 
from mortgaged houses to 
renting and will transition 
to a van after the expedition, 
giving up life in a cubicle for 
a life of adventure, supple-
mented by part-time work to 
pay minimal bills while in-
cubating their own entrepre-
neurial ideas. Scott has done 
it before, landing on Free 
Parking every time around 
the board. It’s a great way to 
save money quickly to invest 
in adventures or assets. A 

monthly gym membership 
provides a convenient place 
for showers and exercise.

Paddling to Washington, 
Missouri we found another 
booming tourist town, where 
river angels Bruce and Mar-
vis Templar and their friend 
Ron treated us out to dinner, 
eager to hear our stories 
from the trail. And finally, 
we advanced to St. Charles, a 
short 28 miles from the con-
fluence where the Missouri 
River joins the Mississippi. 
Here our triumphant race to 
the finish line was waylaid by 

We’ve been asked many times how we managed to take five months off work to drift down the river.

Pet of the Week

Greetings to you!  I’m a nice young guy, neutered, negative 
for FIV/FeLV, up to date on my vaccinations and all ready 

for lots and lots  of love.  I give it as well as like to receive it.  
I’m good inside and outside (in the summer) and prefer both, 
but  only where I’m safe.  I use my litterbox.  I’m very gentle 
and quiet.  Would love to have your lap to sit in.  Please call 
Misty at 439-1405 and ask for me.  I’ll be eternally grateful.   
Turk

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

Turk
(406)684-5831

M  untain ViewVeterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iewVeterinary

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9

Thru-paddlers are invited to stop by Astral Glass Studio in New Haven, Missouri to blow glass ornaments.

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

January 30, 2020B8THE MADISONIAN



 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH

“Now, if thou wishest to know
the true remedy which will heal
man from all sickness and will

give him the health of the divine
kingdom, know that it is the

precepts and teachings of God.
Focus thine 

attention upon them.”

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church
NON- DENOMINATIONAL

Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am
“Join the Revolution”

3648 MT Hwy. 287
 Sheridan, MT

3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street · Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please call 

at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if you 
plan to dine in.

Thursday, January 30 – Pork roast, mashers,
veggies, dessert
Friday, January 31  – Egg salad sandwich,
chips, fruit, dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.
Monday February 3  – Grilled ham and cheese 
sandwich, broccoli salad, dessert - Mahjong at 1 
p.m.
Tuesday, February 4 – Goulash, salad, garlic bread,
dessert - Pan at 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, February 5 – Green chili chicken rice,
fruit, dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Thursday, February 6 – Beef stroganoff over noodles,
veggies, dessert
Friday, February 7 – Fried cod, fries, slaw
dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 

for more information.

NEW SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior 
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered 

for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 

10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot 
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

Thursday, January 30 - Pork chop, baby red roasted 
potatoes, veggie, roll, dessert
Tuesday, February 4 - Grilled ham & cheese, soup or 
fries, dessert

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. 
Fresh home baked bread served with each meal

Activities:
Monday is Bingo with Gayle

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - Each 

last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday,  January 29 - Beef broccoli stir fry, rice,  
Napa cabbage salad, dessert
Friday,  January 31 - White chicken chili,  condiments, 
corn bread, biscochito cookie, bacon, fruit bowl, 
juice,  coffee

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

another major storm. 
For the original 

Corps of Discovery, 
St. Charles was the 
last town of substance 
before heading up-
river. They camped 
for five nights while 
awaiting Lewis’s arrival 
from nearby St. Louis. 
We camped for three 
nights while the storm 
dropped heavy rain that 
gradually tapered off to 
drifting snowflakes.

The Lewis and 
Clark Boat House and 
Museum kindly let us 
pitch our tents in the 
sheltered, open-walled 
lower level of the build-
ing, where they keep 
a replica keelboat and 
two pirogues. While 
Lewis and Clark were 
on the cusp of starting 
their great adventure, 
we were equally close to 
finishing our own.
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Laurin

at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s

Thru-paddlers are invited to stop by Astral Glass Studio in New Haven, Missouri to blow glass ornaments.
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N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 1/31

SAT 2/1

SUN 2/2

AARON WILLIAMS
REGGAE/ROCK

 TOM KIRWAN
FOLK/COUNTRY/AMERICANA

TODD GREEN
ACOUSTIC ECLECTIC

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
SPIES IN DISGUISE (PG)SPIES IN DISGUISE (PG)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
STAR WARS: THE RISE OF SKYWALKER (PG-13), DOLITTLE (PG)

PHOTO BY KEELY LARSON

MONDAYS 
2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9 a.m.
Historic Newspaper 
Reading Group
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 

9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is a 
training session. 

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels 
- Two Tables at the Pony 
School.

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 
Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 
Madison County Library 
community room. 

10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library.

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

2 p.m.
Knitting Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. On the second 
Thursday of the month, meet 
at the Ruby Valley Brewery. 

7 p.m. 
Movie at Sheridan Public 
Library 
First and Third Thursday of 
Every Month

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY
7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SATURDAYS
11 A.M.
First and Third Saturday 
of Every Month. Romp 
& Rhythm Story Time at 
Madison Valley Library.

SUNDAYS
2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

1:30 p.m. 
Second Sunday of Every 
Month
Sheridan Book Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 
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If you would like to post an event on 
our events website, 
outpostevents.net

SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS
SECOND MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH

7 p.m. 
Harrison School Board Meeting

Meet at Harrison School.

SECOND TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
7 p.m. 

Twin Bridges School Board Meeting 
Meet at Twin Bridges School

7 p.m. 
Sheridan School Board Meeting 

Meet at Sheridan School.

SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
5 p.m.

Ennis School Board Meeting
Meet at Ennis School

*FOR FEB: Meeting with be on the 10th 
instead of 12th

SECOND THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH
5 p.m.

Alder School Board Meeting
Meet at Alder School

3793 US Hwy 287 N  
Cameron, MT  |  682-4555

C a m e r o n ,  M o n t a n a

Valentines 
Special

Prime Rib and 
Crab with 3 sides 

and a glass of 
wine for $45.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
ECE- Mapping and Orienteering 

in the Snow
This beginner course on using a 

compass will teach basic skills to 
avoid getting lost while recreating in 

the wilderness. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3

6:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
ECE- A Guide to Bird Feeding & Bird 

Feeders
Marc Elser will lead the discussion 
in homeroom #5 at Ennis Schools. 

The workshop will cover general bird 
feeding with an emphasis on our over-

wintering species. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
ECE – Baking Classics Workshops
Join Kelly Starr from Tavern 287 to 

bake and decorate a classic swiss roll, 
while learning tips and techniques. The 
workshop will be taught in homeroom 

#6 at Ennis Schools. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5

6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Bugs & Bourbon

Have a drink and tie some flies at 
Willie’s Distillery. A free fly-tying 

workshop for everyone. Materials from 
local fly shops and snacks from Tavern 

287 are provided.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6

3:15 p.m.
Code Club

The Madison Valley Public Library is 
offering children 8-18 an opportunity to 
learn basic coding skills used to create 

video games, apps and web site. 
Space is limited, please call to enroll. 
Code Club is a self-paced program 

every first and third Thursdays.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8

8:30 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Free Income Tax Preparation

For seniors and others with low-
moderate income. By appointment 

only at the Ennis Senior Center.

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
ECE- Animal Felting Workshop
Join Gail Barndt and Jen Doney 

for a fun day of needle felting your 
favorite animal. Bring a sack lunch and 
pictures of the animal you would like 

to make (pictures will also be available 
to choose from) to Ennis High School’s 

art room. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11

6 p.m.
American Legion Post 89 in Sheridan 

is having its Post
Meeting at the Post Building.  All 
Veterans are welcome to attend.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12

8:30 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Free Income Tax Preparation

For seniors and others with low-
moderate income. By appointment 

only at the Ennis Senior Center.

Noon – 5 p.m.
Ennis Community Blood Drive

Come help save a life at the Madison 
Valley Medical Center. 

Noon
Brown Bag Lunch: Butte Before and 

After Superfund
Abby Peltomaa will present on 

Butte’s superfund site at the Butte-
Silver Bow Public Archives. This talk 
will be an introduction to a viewing of 
the movie “Worth the Wait” Feb. 26. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13

1 p.m.
Poetry Afternoon at 
the Senior Center

Ennis local, Lee Robison, will read 
from his recently published book and 
lead a discussion at the Ennis Senior 

Center. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
ECE- Metro Rings Sewing Workshop

This is a confident beginner or 
intermediate level quilting class with 
Kathy Olkowski. Kathy will send you 

a materials list prior to the workshop in 
Ennis High School’s commons room. 

6:30 p.m.
Chautauqua

At the Elling House Arts & Humanities 
Center in Virginia City. To perform, 

contact Toni James for reservations.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18

6 p.m. 
Livestock Guard Dog Presentation for 

Ranchers
Come meet and learn about Livestock 

Guard Dogs at the Elks Lodge in 
Dillon. People and Carnivores teamed 
up with Blackleaf Guardians to offer 

an informational presentation on 
Livestock Guardian Dogs and other 

proactive measures to reduce livestock 
losses to predators and the risk of 

conflict with large carnivores.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19

8:30 a.m.- 3 p.m. and 1-4 p.m.
Free Income Tax Preparation

For seniors and others with low-
moderate income. By appointment 

only at the Ennis Senior Center.
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