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CARNIVORES continued on A2

Happy 

Thanksgiving!

New trial 
for former 
Madison 

County Sheriff
Two felony charges 

remain against 
Roger Thompson

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

A new trial was scheduled 
for the former Madison County 
Sheriff, Roger Thompson.

The court granted the 
prosecution a new trial on the 
remaining two felony charges 
against Thompson during a status 
conference Nov. 14. 

A jury convicted Thompson of 

official misconduct, a misdemean-
or, in Madison County’s District 
Court Nov. 7. The four-day trial 
ended in a hung jury over the 
felony charges of tampering with 
evidence and perjury. 

The trial and jury pull will 
take place in a different county, 
but it is yet to be determined 
where. 

The new jury trial was set for 
April 6, 2020. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATIONFOR YOUR INFORMATION

Log hauling began Tuesday, Nov. 19 on Johnny Ridge Road #324. These efforts are focused on removing log decks from the road creat-
ed during the 2018 Monument fire. Drivers are reminded to drive slowly and be aware.

LOG HAULING

Two 
juveniles 

charged with 
Fish Hatchery 

crimes

Investigation 
pending as 

restitution costs are 
determined

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Two juveniles were charged 
after vandalizing property and 
killing up to 30 fish at the Ennis 
National Fish Hatchery. The 
investigation is still pending as 
restitution costs are determined.

Charges include a felony, ag-
gravated cruelty to animals, and 
two misdemeanors, criminal 
mischief and youth in need of 
intervention. The latter is served 
by the county attorney and used 
by youth court as a requirement 
for probation, among other 
options. Those charged were not 
residents of Madison County 
and were in the area on a hunt-
ing trip with family and friends.

Madison County Sheriff’s 
Office received tips by means of 
TV station coverage and Face-
book posts. The attention the 
crime received kept the inves-

tigation rolling. “It all helped a 
lot,” Madison County Sheriff, 
Phil Fortner, said.

The investigation is still 
pending as acting Hatch-
ery manager, Ron Hopper, is 
working on putting together the 
restitution cost. On Monday, 
he worked on coming up with 
a total and planned on sending 
the costs to the Sheriff that day. 
“What price do you put on the 
life of a fish?” he asked. It is 
difficult to determine consider-
ing the money spent on feed and 
labor, the eggs those fish would 
have produced and the amount 
they would have been worth 
once raised. 

From there, the next steps 
will be determined by the 
courts. Most likely, the individu-
als will be summoned to juvenile 
court and remanded to District 
Court, Sheriff Fortner said. No 
date is set at this time.

Ranching with large carnivores

Albert Sommers, a rancher and state legislator from Pinedale, Wyoming speaks to over 100 people at the Alder Fire Hall at the Sustaining 
Working Lands Amidst Large Carnivores event Nov. 15. PHOTO PROVIDED BY WESTERN LANDOWNERS ALLIANCE. 

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Regional landowners lead 
an effort to improve compati-
bility between healthy grizzly 
bear populations and healthy 
ranching communities.

Grizzly bear and wolf 
predation is one of the biggest 
challenges that ranchers face. 
Some grazing allotments on 
Montana’s public lands are 
overlapping grizzly bear dis-
tributions. Potential solutions 
can benefit livestock pro-
ducers, conservationists and 
wildlife agencies. 

Over 100 people with a 
stake in grizzly bear manage-
ment in Montana convened 
with the Western Landowners 
Alliance, Ruby Valley Stra-
tegic Alliance and Madison 
Valley Ranchlands Group at 
the Alder Firehall Nov. 15. 

“Many livestock opera-
tions in the West represent 
a form of agriculture deeply 
compatible and even syner-
gistic with wildlife and wide-
open beauty,” Associate Di-
rector of Western Landowners 
Alliance Cole Mannix said. 
“Of course, managing for this 

balance is a big ongoing 
challenge, and this is why 
we are meeting.”

Lost livestock on 
rangelands in the Gravelly 
Mountains increased from 
zero in 2014 to at least 29 
confirmed predations in 
2018. 

“The presence of this 
challenge is a good thing,” 
Cole Mannix said. “If the 
tension went away, there 
would really be something 
lost.”

The protocol for preda-
tor conf licts with livestock 
is to contact Wildlife Ser-
vices. Livestock producers 
can be compensated for 
lost livestock if predation 
can be confirmed. 

“For every one you 
can account for, you miss 
some,” Mannix said. 

The time between the 
conf lict and locating the 
carcass can be while. With 
each passing day, it is 
harder to confirm a pred-
ator kill. Often, lost live-
stock go unaccounted for 
in Montana’s vast grazing 
lands, but the loss value 
is present in the ranches’ 

f inances. 
Montana has a 1:1 com-

pensation ratio, full mar-
ket value for a confirmed 
livestock predation is com-
pensated. Wyoming offsets 
unreported lost livestock by 
compensating three times the 
market value for every con-
firmed livestock predation. 

Wyoming’s 3:1 compen-
sation ratio also accounts 
for the rippling effects of 
increased conf licts. Stressors 
on livestock can lead to lower 
levels of reproduction and 
lower weights. Working land-
scapes in areas of increased 
predation puts pressure on 
ranchers to time slaughters 
around conf licts rather than 
ideal profitable weights. 

Montana landowners ex-
pressed their needs at the Al-
der meeting, including more 
support from Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks, United States Forest 
Service and Wildlife Services. 
For their industry to coexist 
in the increasing presence of 
large carnivores, they said 
they needed increased FWP 
and Wildlife Services capacity 
and personnel on the ground 
to help with prevention. The 

“Many livestock 
operations 
in the West 
represent a form 
of agriculture 
deeply 
compatible and 
even synergistic 
with wildlife 
and wide-open 
beauty,” Associate 
Director of Western 
Landowners Alliance 
Cole Mannix said. 
“Of course, 
managing for 
this balance is 
a big ongoing 
challenge, and 
this is why we are 
meeting.”
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ability for agencies to respond and verify conf licts in a time-
ly manner, and adequate compensation for livestock losses 
is needed. Landowners also said that longer tenure for the 
local USFS staff who work with ranchers, and stronger rela-
tionships with local USFS partners is needed. 

“Having this many people in the room with this many 
different perspectives, we’re on our way to better commu-
nication,” Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest District 
Ranger Dale Olson said. 

Western Landowners Alliance and partners are ad-
dressing wildlife-related issues across the West through its 
initiative, Working Wild Challenge in the Northern Rockies. 
The public meeting in Alder was the f irst of seven that will 
facilitate an exchange of information between landowners 
making a living as livestock producers among large carni-
vores.

The large crowd at the Sustaining Working Lands Amidst Large Carnivores event Nov. 15 in the Alder Fire House. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY WESTERN 
LANDOWNERS ALLIANCE.

“Having this many 
people in the 
room with this 
many different 
perspectives, 
we’re on our 
way to better 
communication,” 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge 
National Forest District Ranger 
Dale Olson said.

Check in on check stations
Hunting success is weather dependent

By KEELY LARSON
connect@madisoniannews.com

Four check stations were 
operated the third weekend 
of general hunting season 
and three were open during 
the fourth, providing Mon-
tana Fish Wildlife & Parks 
(FWP) more chances to 
interact with hunters. Overall 
themes included less hunters 
checked, less successful har-
vest recorded due to warmer 
temperatures and elk migra-
tion to winter ranges still in 
progress.

“In most places like 
Cameron, overall hunter 
success has been within the 
long-term average. I guess 
in the big picture we can say 
in some parts of the region, 
hunter participation and 
hunter harvest has been a lit-
tle slow this year due to some 
unseasonably warm tempera-
tures,” Morgan Jacobsen, 
Information and Education 
Program Manager for FWP, 
said.

Snow accumulation tends 
to encourage animal move-
ment, making encounters 

with wildlife more common. 
For elk, migration depends 
on the population, but also 
on weather conditions. Since 
winter range migration has 
not completely begun, elk can 
still be found throughout the 
landscape.

“Folks had high hopes 
when we had that storm 
opening weekend,” Jacobsen 
said. For the remainder of the 
six-weekend hunting season, 

hunters need weather on their 
side. “Elk are still living quite 
high in spite of that snow 
and with the warm days and 
cold nights, the snow goes 
through a daily thaw and 
freeze,” Dean Waltee, wild-
life biologist with FWP, said. 
This makes the snow crunchy 
and loud, increasing hunting 
diff iculty.

“What I see every year at 
Alder is peak hunter partic-
ipation in the f irst weekend 
in the season, and then it 
progressively becomes fewer 
and fewer hunters through 
the end of the season,” Wal-
tee said. He identif ied two 
reasons for this phenomenon: 
f irst, a majority of the hunt-
ers he speaks to throughout 
the season are from elsewhere 
and tend to plan their prima-
ry hunting excursion for the 
beginning of the season. Sec-
ond, hunters may have f illed 
their licenses by this point.

Bears have started to move 
towards hibernation but are 
still active in the landscape. 
Jacobsen advised hunters to 
watch for tracks in mud and 
snow, and to take prompt 

care of any carcasses. “If you 
harvest, pack it out or get it 
off the landscape as quickly 
as you can to avoid negative 
encounters with bears,” Ja-
cobsen said.

Check stations through-
out the season give FWP an 
opportunity to interact with 
hunters, documenting data 
accumulated on the age and 
species of animals harvested. 
“Check stations are one piece 
of a larger puzzle,” Jacobsen 
said. If a station, like the one 
in Cameron that has been 
around for decades, is oper-
ated consistently, it obtains 
more comparable data year 
to year.

Looking towards the 
remainder of the season, 
Waltee explained how the 
proportion of elk harvested 
tends to shift, bulls favored 
over cows. “The weather is 
going to really inf luence 
what we see for elk harvest 
here in the last two weekends 
of the season,” Waltee said. 
A healthy antler harvest is 
encouraged as the current elk 
population is above desired 
numbers.

These charts show hunters checked and hunter success during weekends three and four compared to last year. COURTESY OF FWP

“The weather 
is going 
to really 
influence 
what we 
see for elk 
harvest 
here in the 
last two 
weekends of 
the season,” 
Waltee said.
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Pet of the Week

Hmmm. Can’t figure out why I’m still here.  No one has come to see me.  
Well, I take that back.  One nice lady came to see all of us, me included, 

but she was just here to visit us, not to adopt.  She already took one of us 
home - just wasn’t me.  I was found abandoned and turned in to the rescue.  
I love being petted, but not so big on being picked up.  Get along with dogs 
ok if they don’t chase me.  After we get acquainted I’m ok with other cats 
too.  I’m good inside and outside and purrfer both.  
I’m purraying that you’ll call Misty at 439-1405 
about me soon.  Thank you, Alexander

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Because it’s time to meet your match

406-682-7151  |   www.ennis.vet
Alexander

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to 
83 calls for service from Nov. 
10-Nov. 16, 2019.
 

*Please note the 
new physical 
address for our 
office, 5 Placer 
Loop, Virginia 
City as of 9/5/19.  
Thank you!

Madison County 
D I S P AT C H
November 10 - November 16, 2019
In areas with low cell phone coverage, 
you can now text 911 in case of emergency.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

This week, the blotter will be replaced with winter driving tips courtesy 
of Sheriff Phil Fortner as Kathy Barnes, administrative assistant with 

the Madison County Sheriff’s Office, is away on vacation.
1. Watch for stopping school buses and leave 
plenty of space between the bus and your 
vehicle. Be prepared to stop behind a bus at 
any time.
2. “Don’t crowd the plow,” Sheriff Fortner said. 
Snowplow drivers must operate the plow and 
worry about traffic. Alleviate some of their 
concerns by slowing down and letting them 
pass.
3. Snow tires are beneficial but will not prevent 
an accident if driving with excessive speed.
4. Going slower than the posted speed 
limits when road conditions are dangerous 
is encouraged. Use the current conditions to 
judge speed.
5. Keep extra warm clothes and blankets in the 
car in case of emergency.
6. Keep the fuel tank at least half full. This 
allows for a cushion in case your vehicle gets 
stuck on the road.
7. Coolant should be able to withstand at least 
30 degrees below zero. Make sure windshield 

wiper fluid can also stand up to the cold 
temperatures.
8. Test the car battery. Battery power tends to 
drop as the temperature drops.
9. Make sure wiper blades are in good 
condition.
10. Sufficiently brush and scrape off windows 
to ensure clear vision. Starting your vehicle 
ahead of departure time can ease this process.
11. Compile an emergency box to keep in your 
vehicle at all times. Items may include a tow 
strap, jumper cables, a shovel and sandbags. If 
stuck, sand from the sandbags can be placed 
under the tires for extra traction. 
12. “It helps law enforcement and the 
snowplows if everyone obeys the traffic control 
devices,” Sheriff Fortner said. Semis are 
advised to heed chain-up requirements. Lack 
of doing so is often the reason semis get stuck 
across the road. If a semi is blocking the road, 
it may take a couple of hours to restore traffic 
flow.

Dark skies and lit 
streets

Lighting Virginia City
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The missing lamppost 
on Virginia City’s Main 
Street is not missed.

Virginia City prioritizes adequate lighting 
in historic style on Main Street. During its 
meeting Nov. 21, the town council consid-
ered eff icient lighting that is not invasive to 
people. 

“It does look great, it looks like it should 
look,” Mayor Justin Gatewood said.

An unoccupied car rolled down the Main 
Street hill and hit the light post next to the 
central parking lot Nov. 19. The lamppost 
stopped the rolling car but was snapped in 
half. The result was favorable among some in 
town.

“I’m wondering if we have to have a light at 
that intersection,” owner of Ranks Mercantile 
Toni James said. “Could that be one of our 

solar lights that we’re trying to start experi-
ment with?”

Jim Jarvis, from Montana’s Historic Pres-
ervation Office, reported positive feedback on 
the two solar lights at the library. The lights 
are not too bright but illuminate the designat-
ed area. Jarvis recommended the design for a 
potential pilot project on a Main Street block. 

“Mainly more pedestrian orientated than 
automobile orientated,” Jarvis said. “I believe 
the ones at the intersections now are more 
automobile orientated.”

Virginia City recently formed the Dark Sky 
Committee to look into what it would take 
to become a Dark Sky Community. If Vir-
ginia City chooses to prioritize the Dark Sky 
mission, the design of the library’s solar lamps 
would not be in compliance.

The committee formed in September of 
this year and is in the early stages of research-
ing and getting quotes. The mission of a Dark 
Sky Community is to concentrate outdoor 
lighting downward and not upward. Lighting 
can satisfy people’s safety concerns and needs, 
while limiting light pollution.

The Ennis Lions Club has completed the annual Lions International Peace Poster Contest with the Ennis 
Middle School 6th and 7th grade classes. The theme this year is “Journey of Peace” and is meant to give kids  
around the world of the same age group an opportunity to express their  feelings, in the form of art, of what 
peace means to them.  Over 300K kids participate each year and the winning posters are real works of art  
and can be viewed at www.lionsclubs.org.  The local winners this year are: 1st place 7th grade, Haley Anzick; 
1st place 6th grade, Izzy Haas; runners up were Ben Inman and Mackenzie Boyko, 7th grade and Hanna 
Stecker and Gia Fanelli, 6th grade. Sixty kids participated and their works of art are on display at the Ennis 
post office. PHOTO COURTESY OF JIM FORSBERG

INTERNATIONAL 
PEACE POSTER 

CONTEST
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Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
in a foot of snow, hunting 
for that lid!
Call for a quote:
406-683-2063 or 925-1076 

How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

Ruth Luella Croskrey Long
Ocotber 8, 1927- April 22, 2019 obituaries

OBITUARIES CONTINUED ON A5

Patricia Ann “Patty” Miller
December 15, 1928 to November 22, 2019

Patricia Ann, “Patty” as she 
was known, was born Dec. 15, 
1928, the third child to George 
and Evelyn Christensen in Ririe, 
Idaho.  The revelation that her 
mother had carried her while 
grieving the loss of her infant son 
meant something to Patty.  She 
once said “Poor Mom, how sad she 
must have been to lose him, and 
then I was born, a girl.” But the 
Christensen family grew quickly 
after that, and at one time Evelyn, 
having had back to back sets of 
twins, had five kids under the 
age of three.  This required that 
Patty and her older sister, Doris, 
be responsible at a very young age. 
They were each assigned a twin to 
care for, and this set the stage for 
a lifelong love of babies for Patty.  
She was never more at ease than 
when caring for a baby; they loved 
her, and knew she loved them. She 
enjoyed her “growing-up years” 
(as she called them.)  She loved life 

on the ranch, and life in a large 
family.  Her seven siblings were 
always important to her, and they 
remained close throughout her 
life. Their father’s death when she 
was seventeen would leave chal-
lenges for their mother, and again, 
responsibilities that required 
maturity beyond Patty’s years.

After high school graduation, 
she attended a business college, 
and worked until she married Max 
Odell Miller, Feb. 6, 1950. After 
a brief time in Idaho Falls, they 
moved to Divide, Montana where 
she was the Post Master, and Odell 
worked on the railroad, in the 
mine, and on his family’s cattle 
ranch. In 1957, they moved to a 
ranch south of Alder, Montana. 
This would begin her second love 
affair with the land and with 
ranch life. Memories of her are 
with roses in her cheeks and a 
radiant smile as she carries in an 
armload of firewood, the scent 
of bread baking—or her famous 
apple pie. She was a lifetime active 
member of Saint Mary’s Parish. 
When college expense for her kids 
loomed on the horizon, Mom went 
to work in the treasurer’s office in 
Virginia City.  She would run for 
and be elected County Treasur-
er twice. Patty was generous in 
spirit, always ready with a smile 
to brighten the moment, give an 
encouraging word, and loved 
nothing more than a good laugh. 
She was forever gracious to those 
in need. 

Patty and Odell were unselfish 
lovers of children, especially those 
in hardship within their own fam-
ily and community.  To this day, 
the love that flows from her nieces 
and nephews, and from the com-
munity is testimony of that. Their 
home was always open to any 
child whose family was undergo-
ing change.  They often had others 
at their table and in their lives. It 
didn’t seem unusual to us, because 
Mom and Dad included them as 
part of the family, and so they 
were. Her nephew, Coy Brown III, 
considers “Pat” as his mom…she 
took him in immediately when her 
sister, Donna, passed. 

When Mom became aware 
that “something was changing” in 
her she said, “I want you to know 
that I’ve had a good life.  All I ever 
wanted to do was have a family, 
and live on a ranch, and I’ve done 
that. I have loved my life, and I 
want you to know that I’ve loved 
sharing it with you.” 

 She leaves a legacy of loved 
ones:  her children, Julie (Dave) 
Maddison, Christine Miller, John 
(Karen) Miller, and Rob (Dena) 
Miller. Those who will remember 
her as “Gram” are her thirteen 
grandchildren: Ryan (Dena), 
Justin (Patricia), Jeff (Alicia) and 
Patrick (Daniel) Maddison, Josie 
(Hickman) (Andy) Michel, Tanner 
(Audrey) Hickman, Amanda 
Hickman (Mitch), Greg Miller, 
Annie (Miller) (Geoff) L’heu-
reux, Denise (Ben) Miller, Jeremy 

Miller, Jason Miller, and Meghann 
(Miller) (Thaddeus) Josephson.  
Those who will remember her 
as “Big Gram” are her sixteen 
great-grandchildren, Kialar, 
Hazalin, James, Ethan, Jagger, 
Conner, Myli, Izzie, Casen, Ryker, 
Torrie, Stevie, Aurora, Timothy, 
Piper, and Maxen. And in the final 
chapter, her circle of love grew 
to include those who knew her 
as “Grandma Patty,” the angels 
at Home Park Assisted Living. 
Words cannot express the grati-
tude we feel for the loving care she 
experienced there.

 She traveled on in the early 
hours of Nov. 22, 2019, just shy 
of her 91st birthday. Mom loved 
nothing more than gathering with 
friends and family, and sipping a 
beer. Lift one in her name, and cel-
ebrate the joy she brought to all of 
us. We love you, Mom, we were so 
blessed to share this life with you.

The vigil will be held at K and 
L Mortuary, Sunday Dec. 1st at 
7 p.m. The funeral Mass will be 
the following morning at 11 a.m., 
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Laurin, Montana. Interment will 
follow immediately at Taylor’s 
Cemetery, and the reception 
afterward will be held at the Alder 
Community Center. 

Patty embraced all of nature’s 
gifts, flowers included. For those 
who prefer a charitable donation, 
please give to Home Park Assisted 
Living, Sheridan, Montana.

Patricia Ann Carroll
September 26, 1943 to November 20, 2019

Patricia Ann Carroll passed 
peacefully from our world on Nov. 
20, 2019 in the comfort of her own 
home. Born Sept. 26, 1943, she 
will always be remembered for her 
loving nature and vibrant smile; 
as a cherished friend, a beautiful 
sister, a caring aunt, and as the 
best mother one (actually 4) and 
grandmother (7) could ever imag-
ine. She was also, quite honestly, a 
lot of fun. 

Pat grew up on a farm near the 
small town of Gowrie, Iowa. At 15, 
the family moved to Lanyon, Iowa. 
She was a student by day and spent 
her time after school and on week-
ends working the family owned 
general store. 

After graduating high school, 
she headed out West. With an 
initial stop in Webster City, Iowa 
where she worked and attended 
community college; eventually she 
was on a bus, headed to California. 
She enrolled at Cal State Univer-
sity of Long Beach and went on to 
finish with a degree in social work. 
Her first professional job was at the 
juvenile detention center. 

She took a leave of absence 

from the professional world that 
would span a couple decades to 
focus on raising a family. Her 
kids would attest, their mom Pat 
was truly the best mother on the 
planet. She always put her children 
before her own needs and desires, 
working tirelessly for their lives 
to be nourished, protected, and 
filled with confidence, beauty and 
love. She created an ideal family 
environment where she somehow, 
magically could be at the center of 
it, but working quietly behind the 
scenes the whole time. 

Even through juggling a 
professional career and growing 
family, she always had time for a 
cup of coffee and a phone call to 
be the shoulder so many relied 
on. She had an affinity for being a 
patient listener and was surround-
ed by a close group of friends at 
all stages throughout her life. She 
was a crafter and expressed herself 
and her love for others crafting and 
creating gifts, for years to come. 
From tole painting to crocheting, 
quilting, and sewing, she has left a 
long list of beautifully handmade 
items for those she loved. 

Pat turned in her PTA badge to 
rejoin the workforce in the 1980s. 
After years of baking cupcakes, 
attending school functions, craft-
ing, and making sure dinner was 
on the table at 6 p.m. every night, 
she didn’t throw in the towel, she 
just grabbed a bigger one. She 
began work as a craft saleswoman, 
driving around to meet with store 
owners each day, only to come 
home and continue with all her 
duties to her family each night. For 
the next 30+ years she worked, but 
she still managed to tend to the 

family, the house and to everyone 
else’s needs. She also always had 
time for that cup of coffee and 
phone call, every Sunday with her 
brother Lee, and on beck and call 
to any friend or family member in 
need in between. She was never too 
busy for someone else. 

After decades of work and love 
in California, she packed up her 
belongings and redefined herself in 
north county. First Idaho and later 
Montana, became home, and Pat 
was in love with both. When re-
flecting about the move, she would 
simply say, that the only thing 
about moving to Montana was she 
wished she would’ve gotten here 
sooner. She owned a craft store in 
Island Park, Idaho and worked 
another store in West Yellowstone, 
while still traveling the highways 
and selling crafts and fabrics all the 
while and at this point, with one 
child still in the home, raising her 
teenage son, Michael. 

She finally settled in Ennis, 
where she remained for her later 
years in life. She took on the title of 
“Montana Mom,” grew beautiful 
gardens and lasting friendships, 
and provided a family home for 
her children and grandchildren 
to descend on for years to come. 
Her close group of friends were 
near and dear to her heart. From 
dinner parties, to special outings, 
craft bazaars, farmers markets, and 
various volunteering with local 
organizations, she and her friends 
worked, laughed and played hard, 
all the while taking care of each 
other and those around them, until 
her final days in our world. 

Regardless of circumstances, 
Pat always had a positivity about 

her. She was so good at spreading 
family news, her children would 
often talk amongst themselves, 
and to their amazement, have their 
sibling already know just the right 
words to say, due to a preceding 
phone call from their mom. She 
touched the lives of so many. 
With the special bonds of her 
dear grandchildren, Pat extended 
her motherly ways into the next 
generation. 

She was known for having a 
sense of wanderlust, excited about 
what was around the corner, and 
always up for traveling on a dirt 
road.

When someone near to her had 
a time or trip cut short, or didn’t 
get to finish a to do list, she had the 
perfect saying: “You have to save 
something for next time.” Here’s to 
next time, Mom. 

Patricia was preceded in death 
by her daughter Laura Prior. She 
is survived by daughters Erica 
Forrest and Eileen Mills, son Mi-
chael Carroll, son-in-laws Brandon 
Forrest, Charles Prior, and Wesley 
Mills, grandchildren Cameron 
Carroll, Maxwell, Malcolm, and 
Eliot Forrest, Ava, Robin, and 
Isaak Mills, brother Lee Johnson, 
and many, many special nieces and 
nephews. 

Patricia, Pat, Patty, Aunt Pat, 
Grandma Pat, and Montana Mom 
will be sorely missed. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
has set up a memorial fund at 
Madison Valley Bank. Dontations 
can be made to the Pat Carroll 
Memorial Fund. 

A celebration of life will be held 
in Ennis, in honor of Pat, in the 
Summer of 2020.

Ganel Gay Given passed 
away early Sunday, Nov. 17 
while sleeping peacefully at her 
home.  Ganel was born in Butte 
on Feb. 17, 1964 to Richard and 
Regina Given.  Ganel graduated 
from Twin Bridges High School 
in 1982 and from Kinman Busi-
ness College in Spokane, Wash-

ington in 1988.  She dedicated 
her life to the legal profession 
for 31 years, working as a legal 
assistant and paralegal at law 
firms in Billings and Harsh-
barger Law Firm in Waterloo 
and Dillon.  

Ganel was one of those spe-
cial, kind and gentle, souls who 
we were all privileged to have in 
our lives.  Her smile and sweet 
spirit would light up the room. 
She was an avid collector and 
restorer of antiques. Her favorite 
recent pastime was going to 
the Waterloo Walmart a/k/a 
Waterloo Dump and diving for 
treasures.  She always loved to 
laugh and tell a good joke, often 
about herself and her OCD.    
For all of us who knew and 
loved her, she was most con-
cerned with securing her purse, 
keys and tablet.  She enjoyed a 

preoccupation with checking 
and checking and checking….
Is the water turned off, the stove 
off and the doors locked?   

Ganel’s most valued trea-
sure in life was her son, Taylor 
John Given. Her day of greatest 
joy was the day he was born 
and continued until she took 
her last breath.  She is survived 
by Taylor; her mother Regina; 
brother Wade (Sarah) Given and 
numerous family members and 
close friends who dearly loved 
her. She was preceded in death 
by her beloved father, Richard 
and often collected pinecones in 
his memory. 

As we all know, Ganel hated 
having people looking at her so 

no viewing!  Per her wishes, cre-
mation has taken place. Please 
come and enjoy a celebration 
of her life at the Church of the 
Valley in Twin Bridges, Mon-
tana on Sunday, Dec. 8, 2019 at 
2 p.m.  Donations may be made 
in memory of Ganel to the Ron-
ald McDonald House, 5130 40th 
Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98105.

“I fall asleep in the full and 
certain hope

That upon my awakening, I rest 
in the arms of God;

That though I be gone,
I be not forgotten,

But continue my life in the 
thoughts and deeds

Of those I have loved. “

Ganel Gay Given
February 17, 1964 to November 17, 2019
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Student 
of the 
Week

VERN HOMNER is Harrison’s 
student of the week.  He is an 
excellent student who goes 
above and beyond expectations 
academically to the point of 
completing a year-long course over 
this last summer, while working, just 
to have the opportunity to take a 

more challenging course this year.  He works hard to become competent 
at whatever subject he is working on.  He is an excellent athlete who shows 
great leadership and sportsmanship. He is a wonderful role model and his 
quiet leadership is evidenced by the way the younger kids flock to him 
whenever they see him.

We are proud of YOU!

Excavation • Construction • Hauling

406.685.3372
105 Sterling Rd. Norris, Montana

Student 
of the 
Week

JAIDEN VOLL is Alder 
School’s Student of the 
Week.  Jaiden, whose 
parents are Brent and Sherri 
Voll, is a 2nd grade student 
at Alder School. Jaiden was 
selected because she always 

has an outstanding attitude and is always willing to help 
her peers.  She enjoys math and skiing.  Congratulations 
Jaiden and keep up the good work!

We are proud of YOU!

2325 Hwy 287  •  406-842-5679

Propane
Hunting & Fishing Supplies 

Hunting Licenses

OBITUARIES CONTINUED FROM A4

Douglas Leroy Pierce
September 7, 1953 to November 20, 2019

Douglas Leroy Pierce was 
born in Bozeman, Montana 

on Sept. 7, 1953. He passed 
away peacefully in his home in 
Whitehall, Montana on Nov. 20, 
2019 after a courageous fight 
with cancer.

He is survived by his wife, 
Nellie; parents, David and 
Peggy; his children, Steven, 
Michael (Holly), and Christy, 
Wrena (Wade), Alayna (Joel) 
and Sierra. Doug loved having 
grandkids and kept up with 
their activities and pictures. 

He was also survived by his 
siblings Bill, Bruce, Trish, Bob, 
Tim, their spouses and many 

nieces and nephews. 
Doug moved back to Mon-

tana around Christmastime 
2012. He wanted to be closer to 
his family and help his parents. 

He LOVED his family! 
Spending time with family and 
being back in Montana made 
him happy. Family dinners were 
highlights. None of you know 
just how much he loved you and 
how eager he was to spend time 
with you. 

Doug reunited with child-
hood friend Nellie McClain in 
the summer of 2013 and chose 

to add Nellie and her daughters 
to his forever family on January 
25, 2014. 

He had been looking 
forward to the next big family 
reunion for the last 5 years. 
He had set the goal to live long 
enough to be at that family 
reunion. So when you are there, 
please remember Doug and the 
love he had for his family. 

Doug loved his children 
very much. He was a proud 
papa when it came to talking 
about them and their lives. He 
would always take the time to 

chat with them whenever they 
called. 

Doug loved God and His 
Savior. Until he got to feeling 
really unwell, he couldn’t wait 
for the next meeting. Doug 
loved convention and couldn’t 
wait to set up! Every year some-
thing came up to try to discour-
age him, but it wouldn’t even 
faze him. He just kept going!

Hunting, camping, fish-
ing, and trucks were his other 
passions. He spent many hours 
talking trucks with whoever 
called. 

This year, Doug turned 
66 and we had a big party to 
celebrate. Doug was stunned 
when he walked in that room. 
He couldn’t even fathom that 
everyone was there to celebrate 
him! He was so surprised and 
he had the time of his life. It 
gave him a boost and helped 
him keep fighting. 

Doug’s best quality was his 
kind heart. He always thought 
of others and their needs. He 
was so generous and had a heart 
for helping.

Thank you for your kindness
The family of Michael Franich extends sincere gratitude and appreciation for all the kindness expressed by so many friends and family during our tragic loss.  The warmth and efforts of so many who 

came forward to help us during our most difficult time will never be forgotten.  Whitehall is an amazing community and we are blessed to be a part of it.

Shop Small in Ennis
Submitted by 

CHELSEE MAHSMAN 
Ennis Chamber of Commerce

Join 18 different small 
businesses in Ennis 
this Friday-Sunday, 

Nov. 29 thought Dec. 1 for our 
Shop Small Event. Celebrate 
supporting small businesses 
rather than corporations by 
coming out and shopping 

locally this Holiday Season. 
Small Business Saturday is 
celebrating 10 years nation-
ally and the Ennis Chamber 
of Commerce has decided 
to celebrate in a big way! 
We have extended the event 
to three days to give you an 
entire weekend to shop deals, 
buy local and be an integral 
part of this community wide 
event. Passports for the event 

can be picked up at Plain 
Janes and the Ennis Phar-
macy starting the morning 
of Friday, Nov. 29. Collect 
stamps in your passport and 
turn it in to be entered to win 
Chamber Cash! Look for the 
Blue/White Windsocks and 
decor to see what stores are 
participating. Grab the family 
and get downtown to shop 
and celebrate with us!

The Alder 
School would 
like to thank 

Brad and Mike 
from 3 Rivers 

Communications 
for restoring 

the power to our 
teacherage.

THANK
YOU

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755
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Expert Care, Small Town Compassion 
P 406.682.4223  |  Walk-Ins Welcome  |  MVMEDCENTER.ORG

TO KEEP YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY

O F F E R I N G

Happy 
Thanksgiving

FROM ALL OF US AT BHHSMT

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

To the Ennis Community
 
On November 12th, some 35 representatives of the Ennis business community boarded a bus 
at the dark hour of 5:30 am and made their way to the Fish Wildlife and Parks Commission 
meeting in Helena.  Many others came in personal vehicles to join them.  Their message to 
the Commission was unified and crystal clear; tourism related to the Madison river is vitally 
important to the economy and quality of life of Ennis and to not take hasty actions that would 
cause harm to the fishery or the community.  The presence of the business voice, of people who 
are interdependent on outfitted tourism, was a game changer.  Proposals that could have been 
very deleterious to the guided fishery and community at large, and which offered no positive 
outcome, were dismissed.  Because of your effort the Commission rightfully took a step back 
and initiated a thoughtful scoping effort that will garner clear public response to specific 
management options.  
 I encourage all of you to engage in the scoping and comment process when it is released and 
continue to make your voices and opinions heard.  I also want to thank you for your commu-
nity effort to ensure the resources of the Madison remain healthy and the local economy they 
sustain remains vibrant.
 

Mac Minard
Montana Outfitters and Guides Association

Thank You
We would like to give a huge hearted THANK YOU to all the business 

people, community members, guides, and outfitters who have been 
in the boat with us during the Madison River Recreation debate.  You have 
been so patient with our continued calls, requests for letters, member-
ships, and petitions.  Thank you to those that have taken time out of your 
personal and business schedules to attend the business/outfitter meet-
ings and making the trip to Helena with us.  Thank you to those that are 
cheering us on that haven’t been able to attend in person.  We would like 
to specifically thank Montana Outfitters and Guide Association (MOGA) 
for organizing the business/community meeting to educate all of us on 
the economic impact that outfitted tourism plays in our community.  We 
have taken some very positive steps forward after the FWP Commission 
meeting and will continue to represent our community.  The visual united 
business front made a huge impact on the FWP Commission.  We were a 
strong force.  We are so proud to stand beside our community!
It takes a village!

Chris Gentry and Allison Treloar
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600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

Daniel T. Richards, DO 
and Dan Downey, MD  
specialize in orthopedic  
surgery and sports medicine. 

Meet our team and learn more 
at barretthospital.org/ortho.
No referral necessary. 

Whether you have a sports injury or 
need a new knee, Barrett Hospital 
& HealthCare provides specialized 
care for a full range of bone, muscle 
and joint pain conditions. Don’t wait 
any longer to seek treatment: If you 
need physical therapy or require 
surgery, our orthopedic specialists 
are available to provide personalized 
care and treatment so you can get 
back to enjoying life.

WHERE YOU GO 
TO GET BETTER 

We’ll Keep You Moving
ORTHOPEDIC CARE IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK

(406) 682-3363  |  105 E MAIN STREET, ENNIS, MT 59729
WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

H A P P Y 

T h a n k s g i v i n g 
There’s no time like the holidays to express our sincere

gratitude for your business. May all the best the season has 
to offer be yours throughout the upcoming new year. 

GMA Food drive
Friendly competition delivers results

Submitted by LINDA DIXON

As part of GMA Mine’s wellness program, Christy Godfrey, Lab Assistant, suggested that we 
have a food drive to donate to the local food banks for the holidays.  So, Kristina Caldwell put 
together a competition with seven teams made up of employees from different departments.  The 
team that was able to donate the most items won the competition.  With everyone’s participation we 
were able to donate over 1,700 items to the local (Sheridan & Ennis) food banks.

GMA employees getting food packed up and ready to go (L-R) Isaac Ingram, Nina Nichols, Monty 
Schmidt and Pete Rossiter. PHOTO COURTESY LINDA DIXON

Cutting of the Marine Corps Birthday Cake.(L-R) Gordon Patton, Michael Bowen, Dr. R.D. Marks, 
Don Bowen, Dave Hajny, Bob Kensinger, Shannon O’Keefe. PHOTO COURTESY OF TONI BOWEN

Marine Corps birthday 
celebrated in Ennis

Submitted by TONI BOWEN

On Nov. 10, 46 patriots 
gathered to celebrate the 244st 
birthday of the U.S. Marine 
Corps and honor the sacrifices 
that have been made by our 
American service men and 
women.  

The overwhelming gener-
osity of those who attended, 
made donations and cheerfully 
paid fines, was greatly appre-
ciated. Without support and 

participation, we would not be 
able to continue the tradition 
started by Lt. Col. Andrew 
DeBona (retired/deceased) of 
celebrating the USMC birthday 
here in Ennis.  Thanks to Dr. 
R.D. Marks - President of the 
Mess and Dave Hajny – Mr. 
“Vice” for their moving and 
often entertaining program.  
Thanks to Bob Kensinger, the 
oldest Marine and to Shannon 
O’Keefe, the youngest Marine, 
for continuing the tradition 

of the formal cake cutting 
ceremony.  The 244th Marine 
Corps Birthday Celebration 
was a big success.

There are many veterans 
living in the area who may 
not know about this event.  If 
you would like to be involved, 
please contact Dave Hajny, 
596-4596, or someone on the 
committee.  Mark your calen-
dars for the USMC birthday 
celebration, always on Novem-
ber 10.  Semper Fi!
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MADISON County weatherMADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Sunshine. High 22F. Winds SSW 
at 5 to 10 mph.

“Vegetables 
are a must 
on a diet. I 
suggest carrot 
cake, zucchini 
bread, and 
pumpkin pie.”

- Jim Davis

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Sunshine and clouds mixed. High 
27F. Winds SSW at 5 to 10 mph.

Considerable clouds early. Some 
decrease in clouds later in the day. 
High near 15F. Winds light and 
variable.

Mostly cloudy with a few snow 
showers in the morning. High 
around 15F. Winds NNE at 5 to 10 
mph. Chance of snow 30%.

Variably cloudy with snow 
showers. High 19F. Winds NNE at 
5 to 10 mph. Chance of snow 50%. 
Snow accumulating 1 to 3 inches.

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

dark

get
d o n’t

l e f t
in the

read public notices
w w w . M o n t a n a P u b l i c N o t i c e s . c o m

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Where Eastern Medicine 
Meets The West.

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

Call 406-682-7755 or email 
ads@madisoniannews.com 

for more information.

Home Park
Assisted Living

842-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

RUBY VALLEY FEEDS
Jonathan Ashcraft
P. O. Box 301
2269 HWY 41 S.
Twin Bridges, MT 59754
C: 406-596-3475
E: terranovamt@outlook.com

www.rubyvalleyfeeds.com

B&W $70.00/Color $87.50  ~  2 col. (3.79”) x 5”, 
$7 per col. In. for B&W plus 25% for color 

When cabin fever hits you this winter, come visit Mesquite, Nevada. Our 
weather here on average is 40s - 70s during the winter months. We have 
6 world class golf courses, beautiful hiking trails, 3 casino/resorts plus 
excellent restaurants which will keep you entertained in the evening. Las 
Vegas, Valley of Fire and Zion National Park are all close by! If interested, I 
can help you with a weekly or monthly home rental. Maybe you are thinking 
about becoming a snowbird. I would love to assist you in any way in 
starting your Nevada adventure, please give me a call.

1155 W Pioneer Blvd, Ste. #104 – Mesquite, NV 89027
Office: (702) 346-7200 | Cell: (406) 641-0879
Fax: (702) 346- 7205
Email: marinemckinneyera@gmail.com

D. Marine MckinneyD. Marine Mckinney
License #: S.0188520 License #: S.0188520 
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six months in
Ruby Valley Medical Center’s CEO

BY HANNHAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

Since freshman year of 
college, Landon Dybdal’s 
goal was to become the 

Chief Executive Officer for a hospi-
tal before he turned 30. 

He accomplished that goal in 
Jordan, Montana’s Garfield County 
Health Center at 26. Two years 
later, Dybdal moved to Sheridan, 
Montana, to fill the CEO position at 
Ruby Valley Medical Center. 

“I love it out here,” Dybdal said. 
“I really do, and that’s not just me 
saying that.”

Dybdal grew up in Alexandria, 
Minnesota. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in health care administra-
tion less than two hours away from 
where he grew up at Minnesota 
State University Moorhead. He 
attended St. Louis University in 
Missouri for his master’s degree in 
health administration. Directly af-
ter graduate school, Dybdal worked 
as a clinic manager at Cuyuna 
Regional Medical Center, a large 
critical access hospital in Crosby, 
Montana. 

“I’m not a big city guy,” Dybdal 
said. “I like to live in a small town, 
it’s what I grew up in.”

His entire career has been in 
Critical Access Hospitals. The 
challenges, opportunities and the 
lifestyle that comes with rural 
health care drew Dybdal to Mon-
tana’s CAHs. 

He spends his off time outdoors, 
hunting and fishing. This fall, he 
filled his elk tag on opening day 
of general hunting season. It was a 
blistering cold morning, which sent 
many hunters back indoors. A dark 
blizzard surrounded Dybdal and 
a couple of his friends in the early 
morning hours outside of Virginia 
City. When it was light enough, 
Dybdal spotted the bull from a 

ridge line. He harvested the five by 
six bull, on his 29th birthday.

“Probably the biggest draw 
for me to come here was the fact 
that this community supports this 
facility. That is huge,” Dybdal said. 
“I’ve worked in other facilities in 
the past where there is not a lot of 
community support and it makes 
things extremely difficult.”

Within less than a year, the 
Ruby Valley Healthcare Foundation 
fundraised $2.5 million in 2016 
to build the new RVMC facility. 
Hospital CEOs are in charge of 
the entire operation of the facility. 
The new building allows Dybdal to 
focus more on providing adequate 
healthcare to the community and 
less about aging maintenance 
problems. His predecessor, John 
Semingson, left RVMC in much 
better condition than when he first 
came.

“He did an excellent job and re-
ally set me up for success,” Dybdal 
said.

Dybdal’s house is visible from 
the hospital, he lives across the 
street. As he settles into his role 
and life in Sheridan, Dybdal sees 
opportunities to be more involved 
with his community. But his first 
hunting season as a Madison Coun-
ty resident will dominate his spare 
time for now. 

Dybdal expects to progress 
RVMC in the future, but his first six 
months have been about under-
standing the staff of 74 and main-
taining the critical access hospital. 
As CEO, he works closely with the 
leadership team, but makes time 
to speak with all of his employees 
throughout the week.

“Someone has to make those 
tough decisions and I feel comfort-
able making them,” Dybdal said. “I 
try to better this facility and better 
the community through the deci-
sions that I make.”

“Probably the 
biggest draw for me 
to come here was 
the fact that this 
community supports 
this facility. That is 
huge,” Dybdal said. 
“I’ve worked in other 
facilities in the past 
where there is not 
a lot of community 
support and it 
makes things 
extremely 
difficult.”

Landon Dybdal stands 
outside the Ruby Valley 
Medical Center in Sher-
idan Nov. 21. PHOTO BY 
HANNAH KEARSE.

Below: 
Landon Dybdal packing out an elk during a past hunting 
season. PHOTO COURTESY LANDON DYBDAL

Above:
Landon Dybdal processes 
a kill. PHOTO COURTESY 
LANDON DYBDAL

“Someone 
has to make 
those tough 
decisions 
and I feel 
comfortable 
making them,” 
Dybdal said. 
“I try to better 
this facility 
and better the 
community 
through the 
decisions that 
I make.”



BE WELL

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

Join us for a day of hands-on medical training  
for on the river or in the mountains. 

CLINIC  Walk-ins Welcome 
EMERGENCY CARE  Open 24 Hours a Day/Year Round

305 N. Main • Ennis, MT 59729  |  MVMEDCENTER.ORG

B AC KC O U N T RY  M E D I C I N E

Medical Education Day  
For Guides and Outfitters

8:00am–4:30pm First Aid Renewal 
Course & Workshop

$30*

Complimentary coffee/breakfast snacks included. *50% off $60 fee for First Aid Renewal.

11:30am–4:30pm Workshop Only FREE

December 7th  |  Madison Valley Ranch

CALL TO SIGN UP:  406.682.6610

Help for the Holiday Blues

So it’s Thanksgiving…and Christmas 
is right around the corner. Somehow, 
Scrooge comes to mind.

Not everyone has a wonderful, loving and 
supportive family.  Then again, some folks have 
no family at all.

 Being alone for whatever reason can make 
the holidays really tough to get through. I can 
recall hearing people say they hate Christmas and 

can’t wait until the holidays are over. If you have 
recently separated from a significant other, lost 
someone you love, or find yourself dealing with a 
lot of stress at this time of year, it can be hard to 
feel jubilant and joyful.

 Sometimes we think everyone else in the 
world has a wonderful life, money and friends. 
That can just deepen the sense of isolation and 
gloom around the holidays. Know that you are 

not alone.
 There is a mental health support group avail-

able now at Madison Valley Hospital in Ennis on 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. If this is not something you 
feel up for, do not despair. There are other ways to 
help when the holiday blues set in.

Listen to music. Get inspired or rock out.
 Get up and go for a walk if you can. Walking 

triggers endorphins that are natural pain reliev-
ers.  Taking in nature and being outdoors can 
really help lift your mood.  Use the time outside 
as a meditation. Focus on your 5 senses, one at 
a time.  What do you smell?  Hear?  Taste?  See?  
How does the air feel on your face?  Walking for 
30 minutes, 3 times a week can improve your 
memory.  Consider doing something else outside 
such as fishing or taking a hike. Until December, 
take bear spray if you plan to do any hiking.  Be 
sure to bundle up.

 Finding a really good book can be a great es-
cape from all the holiday noise. Or, you can write 
a letter. In this time of electronic communication, 
a letter to a brother or sister, parent or friend can 
be a wonderful surprise. Writing down your ideas 
and thoughts can also be really helpful. 

If you have a car, going for a drive can be fun. 
Go someplace you always wanted to go, a road 
you have not yet explored.  Even a short, day trip 
can be an adventure.

 Sewing is also wonderfully therapeutic. Make 
a potholder, or a quilt. Knitting is an ancient 
tradition, as is crocheting. It won’t be hard find 
someone to teach you both of these skills. There’s 
a knitting group every week at the Twin Bridges 
Library on Tuesday at 2:30 p.m.  Or ask someone 
at the senior center to help or refer you.

 If you are someone who enjoys groups, there 

are adult evening classes at this time of year.  
Sheridan Schools Adult Education is sponsoring 
morning and evening exercise classes. The sched-
ule is on the Ruby Valley Medical Center’s website 
under News->Community Healthcare Calendar.   

Try planting some herbs in your kitchen. Or 
you can buy an Amaryllis or Paperwhite Nar-
cissus.  Give yourself a gift of flowers in winter. 
Watch something grow.

Go to a movie, for free.  Sheridan Public Li-
brary hosts Movie Night at 7 p.m. on the first and 
third Thursday of the month.  

 If you find yourself pretty down and out, it 
may be time to talk with someone who is not 
directly involved in your life - a benevolent ob-
server of sorts. There are people to help and listen. 
I’m at the clinic in Sheridan on Wednesdays and 
Twin Bridges on Thursdays every week during the 
holidays except Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day. Come in and talk if you are 
having trouble or feeling low. Talking helps. We 
can come up with a plan.

There is help available. One small change in 
your life can change everything!

Wishing you an 
emotionally healthy 

Holiday Season,
Judy Weitzel, PMHNP-BC

Ruby Valley Medical Center

REM sleep may help the brain forget
Submitted by NIH

Most dreaming happens 
during rapid eye movement 
(REM) sleep. During this 
stage of sleep, the eyes dart 

around, and brain waves 
look similar to those when 
awake. Muscles are inactive, 
but heart rate and breathing 
quicken. This unique sleep 
stage first happens about 90 

minutes after falling asleep. 
A single night’s sleep can 
have several sleep cycles that 
include REM sleep.

Researchers have long 
suspected that REM sleep 

is vital to storing memo-
ries. Sleep—including REM 
sleep—may be a time when 
the brain actively forgets 
excess information to prevent 
overload. This idea is sup-
ported by recent studies in 
mice showing that, during 
sleep, the brain trims away 
connections between neurons 
involved in certain types of 
learning. 

A research team led by 
Dr. Thomas Kilduff of SRI 
International partnered 
with two Japanese teams to 
explore the brain circuits 

involved in memory stor-
age while dreaming. Their 
study was funded in part by 
NIH’s National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke (NINDS). Findings 
were published in Science on 
September 20, 2019.

The researchers used a 
special staining process to 
identify neurons that ex-
tended into a brain region 
critical to memory, the hip-
pocampus. They found a set 
of neurons from the hypo-
thalamus—a small region at 
the base of the brain. These 
neurons, which produce mel-
anin concentrating hormone 
(MCH), are known to be 
involved in both sleep and 
appetite. The team suspect-
ed that these MCH neurons 
might also play a role in 
memory and learning.

The scientist then used 
genetic tools to turn indi-
vidual MCH neurons on and 
off in mice during mem-
ory tasks. This included 
assessing the mice’s ability 
to distinguish new objects 
from familiar ones. Mice will 
spend more time exploring a 
new object if they are able to 
remember the familiar ones.

When MCH neurons were 
turned on during memory 
retention—the period after 
learning something new 
but before the information 
is stored into long-term 
memory—the mice’s memory 
worsened. They spent less 
time sniffing new objects, 
as the familiar ones seemed 

novel to them as well. Turn-
ing the MCH neurons off or 
eliminating them altogeth-
er improved memory. As a 
result, the mice explored the 
new objects for longer.  

The researchers also 
found that the effects were 
exclusive to REM sleep. Mice 
performed better on memory 
tasks when MCH neurons 
were turned off during REM 
sleep, but turning off the 
neurons while the mice were 
awake or in other sleep states 
had no effect on memory.

The researchers were also 
able to measure MCH neuron 
activity in mouse brains. 
Most MCH neurons in the 
hypothalamus (53%) fired 
when the mice were in REM 
sleep. Others (about 35%) 
fired while the mice were 
awake, and the rest (12%) 
fired in both states.  

“These results suggest that 
MCH neurons help the brain 
actively forget new, possibly, 
unimportant information,” 
Kilduff says. “Since dreams 
are thought to primarily 
occur during REM sleep, the 
sleep stage when the MCH 
cells turn on, activation of 
these cells may prevent the 
content of a dream from 
being stored in the hippo-
campus—consequently, the 
dream is quickly forgotten.”
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COMMODITY INSITE: A TIP OF MY HAT TO MR. OBAMA  by Jerry Welch

This week, for the first time in 
history the Dow Jones closed over 
the 28,000 level and remains firm-
ly in a bull trend. It is now the best 
and most bullish equity market in 
history. According to CNBC news, 
“The current market boom, which 
started March 9, 2009, has enjoyed 
a whopping 468% gain for the S&P 
500 through the first day of No-
vember, according to The Leuthold 
Group. And, this record-long bull 
run also marks the best-perform-
ing one since World War II, the 
firm says.”

When it comes to a market, any 
kind including equities, two of the 
most difficult forecasts to predict 
are when will a long term bottom 
be seen? Or, a long term high. Once 
a low is in place and values head 
north, being long can be quite re-
warding. Once a high is in place 

and values head south, short posi-
tions can be quite rewarding. Or, 
exiting existing long positions can 
save an investor (or agriculture 
producers!) a great deal of money.

Forecasting is more compli-
cated by the fact that markets tend 
to bottom when things appear the 
bleakest. Markets also tend to top 
out when things appears the most 
bullish. For the Dow Jones and 
other equity markets, things ap-
pear quite bullish today. For com-
modities per se, the very opposite 
is being seen.

 In my view, the best forecast I 
can recall regarding the stock mar-
ket was by President Obama. Keep 
in mind that according to many, 
the bull market for the Dow be-
gan on March, 9, 2009. And from 
my book, Haunted By Markets in 
a chapter entitled, The President 

Recommends Buying Stocks that I 
penned on Nov. 27, 2009 comes the 
following: 

“On March 4, President Obama 
boldly stated it was a ripe time to 
buy into the stock market. “What 
you’re now seeing is profit and 
earnings ratios starting to get to 
the point where buying stocks is a 
potentially good deal if you’ve got 
a long-term perspective on it,” he 
said. Many observers interpreted 
the remarks as a veiled attempt to 
spark a market rally. But the mar-
ket failed to rally and instead, the 
Dow closed that day in the red by 
37 points to settle at 6726. A year 
and a half earlier, the market was 
over the 14,000 level!”

“Recently, the Dow traded as 
high as 10,400, far above the levels 
of March 4, when President Obama 
suggested that buying stocks was a, 

“potentially good deal.” The Prez 
did a good job of forecasting!”

“There are times when it is best 
to watch what a U.S. President 
does and not listen to what he says. 
Then there are times when it is best 
to listen to what a U.S. President 
says and not to what he does. Tak-
ing to heart what President Obama 
said on March 4 and acting on his 
words as well, would have been 
very profitable.” 

Stocks and commodities have 
been wildly bullish since March 
4, when President Obama strayed 
from the business of politics and 
moved into the business of mar-
kets. Is forecasting or offering in-
vestment advice part of the job 
description, the business of The 
President of the United States? 

I am reminded of a story of a 
man that learned a lesson about 

minding his own business the 
hard way. One afternoon while 
walking past a mental hospital 
the man could hear the patients 
shouting “13...13...13!” Curious, he 
approached the hospital but saw 
the fence was too high to peek over. 
Then he noticed a tiny gap in the 
wooden planks wide enough to 
look through. Walking quickly to 
the fence, he pressed his eye against 
the open hole in the plank to see 
what all the commotion was about.

Suddenly, a patient poked 
him in the eye with a stick. Reel-
ing backwards and giving out a 
high pitched yell, he turned and 
walked away. Holding an open 
palm against the throbbing, watery 
eye and a few feet from the hospital 
fence he heard the patients chant-
ing, “14...14...14!”   

That was the day the man 

learned to mind his own business. 
He learned it the hard way!”

Most economists and analysts 
argue the Dow Jones bottomed and 
began to trend higher on March 9, 
2009. President Obama said four 
days earlier than that, “buying 
stocks is a potentially good deal if 
you’ve got a long-term perspective 
on it.” The rally that quickly un-
folded turned out to be the biggest, 
most bullish in all of history. And 
based on where equities are now 
trading, the bull trend remains 
firmly intact.   

I tip my hat to President 
Obama’s forecasting abilities. It 
was likely the best forecast in his-
tory for the stock market. I tip my 
hat to Mr. Obama for not minding 
his own business and encouraging 
long term investors with, thus far, 
what was the buy of the century.

The widow O’Bryan had her eye on Hank, but Hank was a bachelor confessed.  His job at the 

Double Halo A Ranch, kept him busy, more than the rest.  

The thought of marriage seemed like shackles, he couldn’t imagine the thrill.  But the widow 

O’Bryan only saw it one way.  To her, Hank fit the bill.   

The widow was a cunning gal, for sure the best of cooks.  But her weight was near a heifer’s and 

no different in her looks.  

The widow’s food would be the way to catch a guy like Hank.  His stomach ran on empty.  Time 

to fill her cowboy’s tank.  

 Thanksgiving Day was on its way, so the widow devised a plan, to get old Hank at her dinner 

table.  From there he’d be her man.  

She knew old Hank couldn’t pass a meal of turkey and pumpkin pie.  So an invite was sent, with 

real intent, of snaring this hunk of a guy.  

Now Hank was a man of punctual time, so early he did arrive.  He knew too well the widow’s 

scheme yet couldn’t pass up that pie. 

She offered him a festive drink, with Hank that left no ebb.  He now was drinking on his way to 

that certain widow’s web.  

The sly old widow poured drink after drink.  She was one determined gal.  Her scheme was work-

ing all too well.  Hank would be more than her pal.  

The turkey that he ate that day was luscious to the taste.  But the Old Turkey booze caused him to 

lose and left him one big waste.  

As Hank woke up and cleared his head the widow placed the band.  The preacher snuck out 

through the door with a fifty in his hand.  

So, the moral of the story is, on this Thanksgiving Day, if you’re gonna have some turkey-cheer, 

keep those preachers far away.

Thanksgiving MarriageThanksgiving Marriage

columns
This, Our Valley

By Keith Axberg

The day was dry and clear, and 
it appeared we had few more dry 
days ahead of us, so I decided to 
go out into the back yard and rake 
some leaves. I say “some” because 
I’m not too finicky. It doesn’t 
bother me to get most of them 
and leave the rest to rot and re-
turn what few nutrients they may 
contain back to the earth from 
which they sprang.

The circle of life. That’s what 
it’s called. The trees receive their 
moisture from the rains that wa-
ter the earth. Water and nutrients, 
for the most part, are gobbled up 
by the roots and get converted 
into trunk, branch and foliage 
cells. The leaves open wide and 
suck in the sunshine, converting 

those golden rays into something 
– God only knows what. They also 
draw in the carbon dioxide the 
plant needs, and exhales the oxy-
gen we lunged types need.

When the leaves fall in au-
tumn, I find myself wondering 
how they breathe during the win-
ter. The foliage is gone. Do they 
simply hold their breath for sev-
eral months while the sun swings 
low, the air chills and the rains 
turn to snow and ice?

Early in life, I never thought 
much about trees. I would com-
plain if I had to duck under low 
branches while mowing (and not 
always successfully either, as my 
poor scarred noggin will affirm). 
We have a gorgeous maple tree in 

the front yard that makes mowing 
a challenge, not for low branches, 
but because it is located in such a 
place that makes mowing more 
difficult (for my somewhat ob-
sessive/compulsive nature). It 
disrupts my mowing pattern and 
disturbs my peace worse than the 
thrumming of the lawnmower’s 
engine.

But as I have aged, I find I 
don’t look at trees the same way as 
I once did. I’ve come to appreciate 
them more and more. Yes, in fall 
I need to rake leaves, but only be-
cause it is my nature to keep the 
floor of the yard clean and neat. 
The fault for raking lies not with 
the tree (doing what trees do in 
autumn), but with me. The prob-

lem lies in MY nature, not that of 
the tree.

I suspect that when I rake 
those dried and curling corpses 
from around the trees from which 
they fell, I am removing much of 
what gives life to that tree and 
the world around it. I wonder 
how many worms watch me rake 
and think, “There goes supper!” I 
wonder how many creepy crawl-
ies watch me scrape the ground 
(in horror) as I destroy their 
homes and hiding places.

Of course, out of concern for 
the well-being of the trees, lawn, 
and other plants (having removed 
their meals for the year), I know 
come spring I will head down to 
the store and buy a bag of chem-

icals I’ll have to put down (for a 
healthier, more luscious yard). It’s 
more labor and, what’s worse, the 
vegetation will be dining on that 
store-bought stuff and thinking 
it tastes like, um, something else.

So we come full circle. The 
fertilizer I put down during the 
vernal time of year has come back 
to haunt me as vegetative cast-
offs. I can choose to leave them 
to rot (and allow nature to take 
its course), or I can rake them 
up in what is probably one of the 
world’s greatest acts of stupidity 
(not counting war). Well, I’ve nev-
er let stupidity stop me in the past 
and I’m not about to start now!

So off I go to rake, rake, rake 
/ I do it all for goodness sake / I’d 

be better off to jump in a lake / or 
hit the kitchen to bake a cake / but 
messy yards I cannot take / so off I 
go to rake, rake, rake!

I don’t know if raking (or not) 
is good or bad. It gets me out of 
the house and it gets me moving, 
so that’s not too bad a thing. 

In due season I will go the way 
of all flesh; then it will be my turn 
to fertilize the earth and someone 
else can choose to rake me up (or 
leaf me alone), and the trees will 
have the last laugh here in this, 
our valley.

Keith Axberg writes on mat-
ters concerning life and faith. 
He can be reached at kfaxberg@
gmail.com. 

Leafing Through Life

A WORD FROM THE BETTER 
BUSINESS BUREAU   

I have always imagined that Paradise will be a kind of library – Jorge Luis Borges

Tis’ the season to get giv-
ing. As we prepare to sit 
around bountiful tables with 
loved ones, it’s also a time to 
remember our year-end giving. 
It’s a time to earmark a little 
something extra for the char-
ity doing great work in our 
community and around the 
globe. At the Better Business 
Bureau Northwest + Pacific, 
we love the giving season. In 
fact, giving is baked into our 
organization’s DNA. BBB staff 
is encouraged to regularly vol-
unteer for local charities we 
care about, on the clock!  

The BBB also regularly 
hosts supply drives to meet 
a community need, wheth-
er that’s providing socks for 
a homeless shelter or food for 
struggling families. In addi-
tion to our passion for service 
and giving back, BBB is on a 
mission to make your giving 
experience better. We want to 
connect you to charities you 
can trust. We play the watch-
dog role for nonprofit organi-
zations, vetting them on crite-
rion you care about: Do they 
spend donors’ money well? Do 
they advertise honestly? Do 
they respond to donor con-
cerns and complaints?

We report that valuable 
nonprofit information on give.
org, the Better Business Bu-
reau’s charity-monitoring web-

site. We keep watch on char-
ities, so you can focus on the 
joy of giving. We don’t rank 
those charities or assign them 
a letter grade. Instead, we like 
to help donors make informed 
giving decisions and help char-
ities hold themselves to higher 
standards of conduct; we call 
them our Standards for Char-
ity Accountability.

BBB reports on national 
charities the public asks about 
most, as well as charities that 
request to be evaluated. Give.
org reports on about 1,300 na-
tional charities. Additionally, 
BBB reports on over 10,000 
local charities, using the same 
high BBB Charity Standards. 
In Montana, that means you 
can learn about the local se-
nior center serving hundreds 
on a shoestring budget. You 
can find out about the home-
town charity providing educa-
tion for girls in Middle Eastern 
countries. In short, you can 
find, and be part of, a deserv-
ing story.  

Evaluations on charities are 
done with no charge to the or-
ganization and posted for the 
public to view freely at give.
org. BBB also publishes a Wise 
Giving Guide magazine three 
times a year that is chock full 
of timely topics and tips to 
make you a savvy donor. 

Your BBB offers the follow-
ing tips to keep in mind as you 
donate this holiday season:  

1. Get the charity’s exact 
name. With so many charities 
in existence, mistaken iden-
tity is a common problem. 
Thousands of charities have 
“cancer” in their name, for ex-
ample, but no connection with 
one another.

2. Resist pressure to give 
on the spot, whether from a 
telemarketer or door-to-door 
solicitor.

3. Be wary of heart-wrench-
ing appeals. What matters is 
what the charity is doing to 
help.

4. Press for specifics. If the 
charity says it’s helping the 
homeless, for example, ask how 
and where it’s working.

5. Check websites for basics. 
A charity’s mission, program 
and finances should be avail-
able on its site. If not, check for 
a report at www.give.org.

6. Don’t assume that every 
organization is a tax-exempt 
charity. You can readily check 
an organization’s tax status 
at: https://www.irs.gov/chari-
ties-non-profits/exempt-orga-
nizations-select-check

No matter where you choose 
to give, do it safely. After all, 
when you give to a charity you 
can trust, the difference you 
make is amplified.

Giving wiselyGiving wisely
Submitted by Hannah Stiff
BBB Northwest & Pacific
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Puzzle answers on B11

Sudoku
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

Your partner in community.  

682-7755
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

ESTATE SALES

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING

Gary Kinney
702-5372702-5372

OROR send a text
596-7003596-7003

HELP WANTED

Place Your ClassifiedPlace Your Classified
682-7755682-7755

For Rent, Available November 
1:  professional office space in 
Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. Includes 
common area conference room, 

utilities, and other amenities. 
$285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Registered Nurse, PRN, (3) 
Licensed Practical Nurse Per 

Diem Clinic, (4) Certified 
Nurse Assistant, Per Diem, 

(5) Certified Medical 
Assistant Per Diem. We have 

a dynamic and supportive 
nursing team. Join us! Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844
Town Pump Match 

funds through November

SERVICES

The Madisonian in Ennis, 
Mont., is currently seeking a 
Circulation Manager/Office 

Assistant.
The position is responsible 

for delivery of our publications 
and assists with various office 

duties, as directed. He/she 
will ensure proper delivery of 
all of our publications, while 
growing our subscriptions 
and newsstand reach. This 

position also maintains office 
hours as necessary and 

assists his/her team members 
with varying tasks throughout 
the week. He/she is extremely 

dependable.
 The ideal candidate must be 
energetic and self-motivated 

with excellent communication, 
time management and 
problem solving skills. 

Must be computer literate, 
enjoy traveling throughout 

southwest Montana on varying 
road conditions, and be willing 

to assist the team with daily 
operations and the project(s) 
we’re working on at the time. 

Must have a valid driver’s 
license and clean driving 

record. Bending and frequent 
heavy lifting is required. 

PT /FT is negotiable for the 
right candidate.

To apply, contact Erin Leonard 
at eleonard@madisoniannews.

com or stop in at 
65 N MT HWY 287 in Ennis.

Madison Laundry and Cleaners 
is in need of a self starting person 
work in the plant doing laundry, 

pressing, and other related duties. 
DAYS! NO nights or weekends! 

Contact John or Marilyn at 
406-682-4933 or STOP IN for an 

application.

LOST

Lost.
Hunting backpack, Dana Design. 

Lost at Raynold’s Pass bridge 
area. Black and purple camo 

cover. Please call 406-287-7992

HELP WANTED
If you’re looking for meaningful 

work, this may be the job for 
you! Seniors in the Ennis area 

need your help. Call Jon at Home 
Instead Senior Care at 406-922-
5060, or visit www.homeinstead.

com/751.

FOR SALE

1953 Plymo with 28,000 miles, 
original. Call 842-5321 for more 

information.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

Small house for rent in Pony. 
Short or long term. Furnished. 

Loft sleeping. Kitchen and 
shower.

Call 685-3530

FOR SALE
1993 GL 1500 Gold Wing 

Aspencade. Black paint. 53,489 
miles. Stored in heated garage. In 
mint condition. Call for photos. 

Located in South Bozeman.
$6450

2001 Fleetwood Bounder
29 feet long, 21,981 miles.

Toilet, kitchen, lots of overhead 
storage. Mounted TV, A/C, 6 gal-
lon water heater - quick recovery. 
4.0 kW Onan Generator. Outdoor 

shower in exterior utility com-
partment. Power entry step. Tons 

of exterior storage. Great for a 
family, or full time RV couple. 

$24,500
406-581-3106
406-586-4853

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

Our family taking 
care of your family
Join our team ASAP & 

have a rewarding career 
in the healthcare field!!

 
Dietary cook and 

aide position - 
Cooking & smiling

Residential Aide - 
No experience necessary, 
will train on site , flexible 

hours available.

Certified Nursing 
Assistants - 

Only a few spots left!
 

Madison Valley Manor
211 N Main st

Ennis , MT 59729
406-682-7271
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 more more MARKETPLACE MARKETPLACE

 
    
 
Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Dietary Aide/Cook-Part-time $14.45 to $18.16 hourly; 
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Permanent Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 

Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response; 
 Madison County Sheriff’s Office-Communications Officer, Virginia City-Full-time $17.24 to $21.22 hourly;  
 Public Health Department Registered Nurse, Virginia City-Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 Tobacco Prevention Specialist Madison County-Part-time, Temporary Grant funded $15.93 to $19.91 hourly; 
 Tobacco Prevention Specialist Beaverhead County-Part-time, Temporary Grant funded $15.93 to $19.91 hourly; and 
 Senior Shuttle Driver-Part-time, $10.65 to $13.31 hourly.  

 
Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 

Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  
                              (Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (11.27.19) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #260
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 

– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714.

Ad #261
ATTENTION EASTERN 

Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running Bi-Monthly 

routes. Actively seeking Coyotes, 
Heavy Cats, Fox, Deer/Elkhides 

and Antler. Coyote market 
exceptional. (308) 750-0700. 

www.petskafur.net.

Ad #262
DISPERSION SALE: ALL OUR 

BLACK COWS/ bred black 
(approx. 60- 65 head). Calving 
last week of March for 60 days. 

Make offer. (406) 567-2428.

Ad #263
Virgelle Merc. Antiques presents 
a “Real Country Christmas” at a 
“Real Country Store” Saturday 
& Sunday, December 7th & 8th, 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Antiques & 
Collectibles. Phone (800) 426-

2926. www.VirgelleMontana.com

Ad #264
By reading this ad, you can see 

that classified advertising works! 
Reach over 400,000 readers in 

Montana and beyond to promote 
your product, service, event and 
business. To get results, contact 
this newspaper, or the Montana 
Newspaper Association at (406) 

443-2850 or email stacy@
mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for 
the small investment of $149. Call 

and email us today to see how 
you can advertise for ½ off . 

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
NOVEMBER 28, 2019

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Request for Bids: The Madison Valley Rural 
Fire District Board of Trustees is accepting 
sealed bids, until 5:00 p.m. December 
10, 2019, for the following item: 1. 1985 
Emergency One Hurricane 55’ Telesqurt 
Quint with 35,038 miles, Detroit Diesel 
motor, Allison automatic transmission, 1,250 
GPM Hale Pump, 400 gallon aluminum tank. 
Minimum acceptable bid for the truck is 
$500.00. The truck is being sold on an “as-
is, where-is, non-compliant, non-certified” 
basis. All emergency equipment has been 
removed. The truck may be viewed at the 
Madison Valley Rural Fire Department 
Station 1 located at 5037 US Hwy. 287, 
Ennis, MT. Written bids must be submitted by 
5:00 p.m. on December 10, 2019 to: Madison 
Valley Rural Fire District Board of Trustees 
P.O. Box 849 Ennis, MT. 59729 Bids must be 
sealed and clearly marked “1985 Emergency 
One Fire Truck BID” on the sealed envelope. 
Bids will be publicly opened at Madison Valley 
Rural Fire Department Station 1 at 7:05 p.m. 
on December 10, 2019, read and recorded. 
Successful bidder will be announced at 
the regular meeting of the Madison Valley 
Rural Fire District on December 10, 2019. 
Successful bidder will be given a maximum 
of 30 days from December 10, 2019 to 
remove the truck from the property.
(Pub. Nov. 14, 21, 28, 2019) 
MVRFD
MNAXLP

COUNCIL POSITION AVAILABLE
The Town of Twin Bridges has a Council 
position available. If you are interested in 
filling the position please provide the Town 
with a letter of interest and qualifications for 
the position by November 29th. Letters can 
be dropped off at Town Hall (104 E. 6th Ave) 
or mailed to PO BOX 307, Twin Bridges, MT 
59754. In order to be a member of the Town 
Council you need to be at least eighteen 
(18) years old, and a resident of the Town of 
Twin Bridges for at least 60 days. The term 
for this position expires December 31, 2023. 
Position requirements can be obtained at the 
Town Office. If you have any questions or 
need additional information, please contact 
the office at 406-684-5243.
(Pub. Nov.  21, 28, 2019) 
TWIN BRIDGES TOWN
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF HEARING ON NAME 
CHANGE
Montana Fifth Judicial District Court 
Madison County In the Matter of the Name 
Change of BARDA ANN NEWMAN Cause 
No.: DV-29-2019-72
Judge Assigned LUKE BERGER
This is notice that Petitioner has asked the 
District Court for a change of name from 
BARDA ANN NEWMAN
TO
JOY WILLA WOOLDRIDGE The hearing will 
be on JANUARY 6, 2020 AT 1:15 PM
The hearing will be at the Courthouse in 
MADISON County. /S/ KAREN J. MILLER 
Clerk of District Court Nov. 15, 2019.
(Pub. Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 2019) 
NEWMAN
MNAXLP

SUMMONS - TRUSTEES SALE
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
MADISON COUNTY PHH Mortgage 
Corporation, 
Plaintiff, v. 
David M. Cronan a/k/a David D. Cronan 
and Deborah G. Cronan, and any person in 
possession, Defendants. SUMMONS CIVIL 
NUMBER: DV-29-2016-5 
HONORABLE: Luke Berger 
TO: David D. Cronan a/k/a David D. Cronan 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to 
answer the Complaint in this action, which 
is filed in the above entitled Court. A copy 
of same is served upon you. You must file 
your written answer with the above entitled 
Court and serve a copy upon the Plaintiff, 
or Plaintiff’s attorney within thirty (30) 
days after the service of this Summons, 

exclusive of the day of service. Failure to 
appear and answer will allow judgment to 
be taken against you by default, for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint. This action is 
for foreclosure of real property located in the 
County of Madison, State of Montana. The 
real property has an address of 1063 Point 
of Rocks Road, Whitehall, MT 59759, and 
is more particularly described as follows: A 
tract of land situated in the SE1/4SW1/4 and 
SW1/4NE1/4SW1/4 of Section 14, Township 
1 North, Range 4, West, P.M.M., more 
particularly shown and described as Tract 
“A” of Certificate of Survey filed in Book 7 of 
Surveys, Page 1177-FC, records of Madison 
County, Montana. TOGETHER WITH that 
certain 30 foot wide roadway and utility 
easement as shown on survey filed in Book 
7 of Surveys, Page 1177-FC. A $70.00 filing 
fee must accompany the answer at the time 
of filing. /s/ Carmen Hill Clerk/Deputy Clerk of 
the District Court
(Pub. Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 2019) 
HALLIDAY, WATKINS, MANN
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE GIEM BRIDGE 
OVER THE BEAVERHEAD 
RIVER BRIDGE CLOSURE 
INFORMATION
Madison County is working towards 
replacement of the existing Giem Bridge over 
the Beaverhead River. The project is located 
on Silver Bow Lane approximately 6 miles 
southwest of Twin Bridges. Geotechnical 
drilling activities will be occurring in the bridge 
vicinity over a two day period – beginning at 
12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 3rd and 
ending at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 
6th. During this period, Silver Bow Lane in 
the vicinity of the bridge may be closed. The 
public will have to take alternative detour 
routes around the site during these activities. 
The County appreciates your patience and 
cooperation during this process. Please 
direct questions regarding this work to Ron 
Nye, Madison County Commissioner at 406-
843-4277.
(Pub. Nov.  28, 2019) 
M.C COMMISSIONERS
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF BOARD VACANCIES
The Madison County Board of Commissioners 
has vacancies on the DUI Task Force, one 
vacancy on the Housing Advisory Board; 
two vacancies on the Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, three vacancies on the 
Planning Board, (one representing the Silver 
Star/Twin Bridges area or Harrison/Pony/
Norris Area, one representing the Alder/
Virginia City area, and one Conservation 
District Representative); two vacancies on 
the Public Health Board, two vacancies on 
the Road Review Committee, one vacancy 
for a Substitute Member on the Tax Appeal 
Board; one vacancy on the Madison Valley 
Cemetery District Board, and one vacancy 
on the Virginia City Rural Fire District 
Board. If you are interested in filling any 
of these vacancies, please contact the 
Commissioners’ Office at 406-843-4277, or 
by email at madco@madisoncountymt.gov. 
PDF application forms can be found on the 
county website at https://madisoncountymt.
gov/DocumentCenter/View/833 Please 
return completed applications to: Madison 
County Commissioners’ Office P.O. Box 278 
Virginia City, MT 59755
(Pub. Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 2019) 
M.C COMMISSIONERS
MNAXLP

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Board of Madison County Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing at 10:00 a.m. 
during their regular meeting on Tuesday, 
January 21, 2020, to hear comments on: 
Resolution 6-2020, renaming roadways 
accessing Beaverhead Condominiums 
complex located within properties legally 
described as Beaverhead Condo, S30, T06 
S, R03 E, #1401 THRU #1416 TRACT A & 
B and Beaverhead Condo, S30, T06 S, R03 
E, ACRES 5.84 in Big Sky. The hearing will 
be held at 10:00 a.m. in the Commissioner 

Conference Room at the Madison County 
Administrative Building, 103 W Wallace, 
Virginia City, Montana. Written and/or oral 
comments on the proposed road name 
changes are welcomed. Written comments 
may be sent to the Madison County Planning 
Office by mail to P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, 
MT, 59755; fax to (406) 843-5229; by e-mail 
to planning@madison.mt.gov or they may be 
handed in at the public hearing.
(Pub. Nov. 28, 2019) 
M.C PLANNING BOARD
MNAXLP

AUDIT PUBLICATION
INTRODUCTION An audit of the affairs of 
the TOWN OF ENNIS, Montana, has been 
conducted by OLNESS & ASSOCIATES, 
PC, CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS. 
The audit covered the fiscal year ended June 
30, 2019. Section 2-7-521, MCA, requires 
the publication of the following summary of 
significant findings. Summary of Significant 
Findings The audit report for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 2019 contained an 
Independent Auditor’s Report on the basic 
financial statements. The report issued for 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019 was 

a qualified report. The audit report also 
contained other auditor’s reports. Following 
is a listing of the reports and a summary 
of the findings included. This is only a 
summary and is not intended to be used as 
an audit report. REPORT ON INTERNAL 
CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING 
AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER 
MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT 
AUDITING STANDARDS SCHEDULE OF 
FINDINGS SEGREGATION OF DUTIES 
AUDITOR PREPARED FINANCIAL 

STATEMENTS TOTAL OTHER POST-
EMPLOYMENT BENEFIT LIABILITY NOT 
RECORDED CASH AND CERTIFICATE 
OF DEPOSIT BANK RECONCILIATIONS 
SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF PRIOR AUDIT 
FINDINGS Public Inspection of Audit Report 
The complete audit report is on file in its 
entirety and open to public inspection.
(Pub. Nov. 28, 2019) 
ENNIS TOWN
MNAXLP

A Major and Marine
Dr. Al and Sen. Bogner 
served our country in  
the military and serve our 
state in the Legislature...

It’s time to put 
them in the 
Governor’s Office!

100% Veteran Ticket! 

VOTE   
JUNE 2, 

2020

ALFORMONTANA.COM
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Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery
Part 24: Sour grapes

“George Shannon who had been absent with the horses 16 days joined the boat about one oclock.  he informed us that the reason of his 
keeping on so long was that he see some tracks which must have been Indians.    he to[ok] it to [be] us and kept on, his bullets he Shot all 
away & he was with out any thing to eat for about 12 days except a fiew Grapes, he had left one of the horses behind, as he Gave out, only 

one horse with him    he had gave up the idea of finding our boat & was returning down the river in hopes to meet Some other Boat, he was 
near killing the horse to Satisfy hunger, &C. &.C—    he Shot a rabit with Sticks which he cut & put in his gun after his Balls were gone.”

—Sargent John Ordway, September 11, 1804

Column and photos by 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

Of the three big lakes 
that comprise the Great 
Moat across South Dakota, 
Oahe, Sharpe, and Francis 
Case,  Lake Francis Case is 
arguably the most scenic. 
The surrounding terrain is 
hilly, and in places angular, 
rugged, and much of the lake 
perimeter is richly forested. 
Cliff faces line the water. A 
dozen miles below Chamber-
lain, we passed by Bull Creek, 
originally named Shannon 
Creek by Meriwether Lewis. 
George Shannon stayed there 
for several days subsisting on 
nothing but wild grapes. 

On Aug. 26, 1804, Shan-
non and George Drouillard 
set out overland in search 
of the Expedition’s missing 
horses. Drouillard came back 
the following morning after 
walking all night. He hadn’t 
seen Shannon or the horses. 
John Shields and Joseph Field 
went after Shannon and found 
his tracks headed upstream, 
but couldn’t catch up with 
him. Shannon was traveling 
upriver desperately trying to 
catch up the Expedition that 
was still behind him. Getting 
separated from the group is a 
tricky problem. How do you 
determine if the boats are 
upstream or downstream? 

Shannon was eighteen 
years old, the youngest man 
on the expedition, and a bit 

of a greenhorn. Although he 
recently killed an elk for the 
Corps of Discovery, Clark 
wrote, “This man not being 
a first rate Hunter, we de-
turmined to Send one man 
in pursute of him with Some 
Provisions.” John Colter re-
turned a couple days later and 
hadn’t been able to catch up 
with him either. 

Shannon shot away all the 
lead balls for his muzzleload-
er, then resorted to carving 
wooden bullets to kill a 
rabbit. He otherwise subsisted 
on sour wild grapes for most 
of his escapade. He finally 
gave up the chase and waited 
by the riverbank in hopes 
of meeting a boat traveling 
downstream, giving the Ex-
pedition a chance to catch up 
with him from behind. 

While the original Corps 
of Discovery moved up-
stream, our goal was to 
migrate downstream ahead of 
the changing seasons. Even 
with the outboard motor, we 
consumed six weeks nav-
igating all the lakes of the 
Dakotas. We became focused 
on the end goal, seeking the 
shortest route from point to 
point. We made a run for the 
dam and almost made it. High 
winds forced another layover 
day fifteen miles from the 
end. 

As a wilderness survival 
instructor, I’ve often won-
dered how I would have fared 
in George Shannon’s situation. 

If need be, I could provide for 
most of my needs in a sur-
vival situation. I’ve built and 
slept in warm shelters without 
blankets or a sleeping bag. I 
know how to start a fire by 
rubbing sticks together, and 
I know most of the edible 
plants in the U.S. 

Like Shannon, howev-
er, my hunting skills could 
be better. I’ve successfully 
hunted rabbits, squirrels, and 
grouse with sticks and rocks. 

I’ve used wooden spears and 
deadfall traps for porcupines, 
muskrats and ground squir-
rels. I know how to catch 
fish with my hands or make 
a fish hook from thorns and 
line from plant fibers. Yet, 
I am primarily an opportu-
nistic hunter, which requires 
the luck of being in the right 
place at the right time. 

Shannon had a muzzle-
loader rifle, which could be 
used to shoot game and start 

a fire. He also likely had a 
knife, but anything beyond 
that is conjectural. He would 
have been fine if he could 
shoot game, drink out of the 
river and sleep by a fire. In 
comparison, I have no expe-
rience with a muzzleloader, 
leaving me more dependent 
on wild food foraging.  

Taking a layover day to 
explore the lands Shannon 
roamed, there are some 
additional wild edible plants 

beyond sour grapes. Hackber-
ry fruits are edible and tasty, 
just not very fleshy. Crunch 
through the shell to eat the 
small nutmeat for protein and 
oils. Wild sunflower seeds are 
small, but highly nutritious, 
and they were grown as a 
crop by the Mandans. Cattails 
rhizomes are rich in carbo-
hydrate starches. There are 
also a great many crickets and 
grasshoppers which are totally 
edible.

Like all the artificial lakes, the waves lapping at the shore undermine the hills until they cleave off into the water.

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9

406-682-4290 | www.eraarrow.com

Stay a week...or a lifetime®

LOT 10 RISING SUN ROAD

20.348

Toni Bowen 570-9233

$195,000 | MLS# 220390

The most sought-after hunting area in the 
Madison Valley! Rising Sun Estates is behind 
a locked gate – strictly for owners and limit-
ed guests. It has exclusive access for property 
owners into the Lee Metcalf Wilderness. Mag-
nifi cent views and close to good fi shing as 
well as great hunting. This lot has a substantial, 
seasonal ditch running through it, which adds 
a nice water feature for people and horses.

ACRES

Featuring a 

Children’s Christmas PageantChildren’s Christmas PageantChildren’s Christmas PageantChildren’s Christmas Pageant

Brought to you by
The Ruby Valley Chorale and 

Methodist & Episcopal Churches

THE RUBY VALLEY CHORALE PERFORMS

Your partner in community.  
682-7755

Even with the outboard motor, we consumed six weeks navigating all the lakes of the Dakotas.
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior MealsArea Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Man must attach himself  to an 

infinite reality, so that his glory, his 
joy, and his

progress may be infinite.
Only the spirit is real; everything 

else is as shadow.
All bodies are disintegrated in the 

end; only reality subsists.
All physical perfections come to 
an end; but the divine virtues are 

infinite.
www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 

Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 

2 p.m., Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if 

you plan to dine in.

Thursday, November 28 – CLOSED
HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Friday, November 29 – White Chicken Chili, Salad, 
Cornbread, Dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.
Monday November 2 – Sausage tortellini soup, salad, 
roll, dessert - Mahjong at 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 3 – Ham sliders, broccoli salad, 
dessert - Pan at 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 4 – Chicken & rice casserole, 
veggies, dessert, Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Thursday, December 5 – Biscuits & sausage gravy, 
fruit, dessert
Friday, December 6 – Fried shrimp, slaw, fries, dessert 
- Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 

for more information.

NEW SENIOR CENTER, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older. Seniors may choose to eat at the Senior 
Center, family style for $4 or have their meals delivered 

for $4.50 (Meals on Wheels). Meals on Wheels are within 
the city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 

10 a.m. Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966. 201 Crofoot 
Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical Clinic).

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

Thursday,  November 28 - CLOSED
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Tuesday, December 3 - Beef stew, roll, dessert

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. 
Fresh home baked bread served with each meal

Activities:
Monday is Bingo with Gayle

Wednesday is cards, games and puzzles
Blood pressure clinic (with county health nurse) - Each 

last Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, November 27 - Lasagna, green beans, 
garlic toast, green salad, tiramisu
THANKSGIVING DAY – 
FREE DINNER OPEN TO PUBLIC 
from Noon – 4 p.m.

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

Grass seeds are also edible, although 
not always readily processable and many 
new species have been introduced after 
Shannon’s time. I harvested foxtail millet 
seeds, which I added to fry bread.  

I’m sure Shannon later learned many 
tricks that would have helped him sur-
vive more comfortably. His skills at age 
eighteen were surely better than mine at 
that age. Moreover, Shannon never spent 
a teenage day lazing on the couch watch-
ing television or playing video games. He 
likely learned to work hard and endure 
difficult situations long before his sur-
vival ordeal. In a survival situation, shear 
will to keep going is perhaps the most 
important skill of all.

When the wind finally settled out, we 
arose before dawn and made the final 
push to Fort Randall Dam, thrilled to be 
finished with all the big lakes and relieved 
to be done with the outboard motor.

Thomas J. Elpel lives in Pony, Montana. 
He is the author of Green Prosperity: Quit 
Your Job, Live Your Dreams. Go to www.
Elpel.info to learn more about Tom’s books, 
the Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery, 
and the expedition fundraiser for the Jef-
ferson River Canoe Trail. I h
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Laurin

at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s

November 28, 2019B9THE MADISONIAN



N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 11/29

SAT 11/30

SUN 12/1

NATHAN NORTH
LOOPER EXTRAORDINAIRE
 THE LUCKY VALENTINES
NEW AND USED AMERICANA

TODD GREEN
ACOUSTIC ECLECTIC

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
Playing with Fire (PG)Playing with Fire (PG)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
Midway (PG13), Harriet (PG13)

PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

MONDAYS 

2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

11 a.m.
Second Tuesday of Every 
Month, Cardiac Support 
Group
Heart to Heart meets at the 
Ennis Public Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is a 
training session. 

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels 
- Two Tables at the Pony 
School.

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 

Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 
Madison County Library 
community room. 

10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library.

11 a.m.
Baby Bistro, 
Ennis
First and third Wednesday 
of the month at the Madison 
Valley Public Library

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

2 p.m.
Knitting Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. On the second 
Thursday of the month, meet 
at the Ruby Valley Brewery. 

7 p.m. 
First and Third Thursday of 
Every Month
Movie at Sheridan Public 
Library

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, 
Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SUNDAY

2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

1:30 p.m. 
Second Sunday of Every 
Month
Sheridan Book Club
At the Sheridan Public 
Library. 
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101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

We will be closed
NOV 25TH - DEC 4TH

We Will be Open fOr the hOliday 
SeaSOn beginning thurS., dec., 5th

In Order for Our Staff to Enjoy the 
Thanksgiving Holiday with Family 

& Friends

Dinner
Thursday- Saturday 5pm to 9pm

Brunch
Sunday 9am to 2pm

Reservations are Recommended. It’s NOT too early to 
start planning your holiday gathering!

Call Us at 684.5959 for More Information

WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 27

Noon
Brown Bag Lunch: Archives 101

Presentation from staff members at 
the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives. 

THURSDAY,
 NOVEMBER 28

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29
8 p.m.

The Fall Joker and 
Jester Comedy Tour

With Jake Daniels and Tony Dijamco 
at the Longbrach Saloon.

MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 30

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY!
In the age of Black Friday and 

Cyber Monday, it’s easy to skip 
over the mom-and-pop shop for 

the big box store or online retailer, 
but there’s good cause to keep our 
neighborhood shops in business, 
and that’s what Small Business 

Saturday is all about. Enjoy sales 
from our local stores and support 

your community!

9 a.m.
Holiday Bazaar

At the Ennis Elementary School 
Cafeteria and Gym. Lunch and a 

performance by the Lucky Valentines 
at noon. 

 
7 p.m.

“Wintertide” by Willson & McKee
A free concert of a mixture of 
traditional Celtic & new-veau 

seasonal songs at the Elling House 
Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia 

City.

SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER  1

3 p.m. 
Yoga Class

At the Sheridan Public Library.
 

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 6

3 p.m.
Meet Kathleen Williams, Candidate 

for U.S. House
Come ask questions to and 

learn about one of eight 
candidates running for Montana’s 
Representative. At fire station #1, 

5037 US HWY 287.

3 p.m.
Spirit of Christmas Ennis Stroll
Come experience Ennis during 

an old fashioned Christmas Stroll. 
Merchants will be open late, featuring 

Christmas treats for all! 
Pictures with Santa, Christmas 

stories for children, roasted 
chestnuts, live music, ice sculpture 
contest, decoration contest, special 

gallery events and much more!

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 7

1:30 p.m.
Climate Change Discussion

A community discussion with Reilly 
Neill about the effects of climate 

change in Montana at the Thompson-
Hickman Library in Virginia City. RSVP 

to reprneill@gmail.com.

11 p.m.
Last Day for Supportive Housing 

Survey Responses
The survey can be taken online, at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CXSSN3H.  Or, hard copy survey 

forms are available at local libraries 
and medical center reception areas.

SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 8

5 p.m.
Christmas in the Ruby Valley

A discussion panel at the Sheridan 
Public Library. 

TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 10

6 p.m.
American Legion Post 89 Meeting

At the Post Building (217 Main St.) in 
Sheridan. All Veterans are welcomed 

to attend.

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 13

Madison Valley Bank Giving Tree
Gifts wrapped and returned to the 

tree. Last day to sign up for a family 
is  Friday, Dec. 7.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 13 AND  14

5:30 p.m.
Splendid Feast

A gathering of hearty souls, culinary 
delights, and holiday cheer in a most 

spectacular setting at the Elling 
House Arts & Humanities Center in 

Virginia City. 

SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 14

10 a.m.
Madison County Democrats Meeting
At the Thompson-Hickman library in 

Virginia City. 

THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 19

6 p.m.
Christmas Party 

Christmas potluck with visit from 
Santa at the Bear Creek Schoolhouse 

in Cameron. 

MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 23

Noon
Ruby Valley Giving Tree

Servicing Virginia City, Alder and 
Sheridan. Providing Christmas gifts 

for anyone in need.  Last day to 
submit names is December 2.  Tags 

will be on tree at Opportunity Bank in 
Sheridan as requests are received.
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