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 FIRES AND FIGHTERS 
OF NORTHERN MADISON COUNTY

Harrison-Pony-Norris-Summit Valley Volunteer Fire Department

Pony house fire during and after the Oct. 30 blaze. The Harrison-Po-
ny-Norris-Summit Valley Volunteer Fire Department responded in the 
early morning hours. PHOTO COURTESY OF FIRE CHIEF, BOICE ATKINSON

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

When a fire, which 
consumed a 
house in Pony 

and killed a dog, was dis-
patched to the Harrison-Po-
ny-Norris-Summit Valley 
Volunteer Fire Department 
in the early morning hours of 
Oct. 30, the full roster of six 
volunteers reported to the fire 
department in Harrison. 

The department responded 
with their older fire engine 
because their newer, 2006 fire 
engine had complications. 
Whitehall Volunteer Fire De-
partment brought a water tank, 
and five firefighters came with 
an engine from the Madison 
Valley Rural District Station in 
Ennis. 

“The fire was diagonal from 
our house,” volunteer with the 
Harrison Pony Norris Summit 
Valley Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, Janet Ore said. “And it 
was completely engulfed when 
I left to come here.”

According to the depart-
ment’s fire chief, Boice At-
kinson, the two residents had 
lived in the house for about a 
week and had to climb out of 
a one-story window to escape 
the fire. The fire caused the 
house to collapse in on itself, 
consuming it along with the 
garage, two cars and the life of 
a pet. 

“It was in the middle of 
town, up on the hill” Atkinson 
said. “It was big f lames.”

It is unclear how the fire 
started but it took about 4,000 
gallons of water to put out. 

Low temperatures complicated 
the six-hour battle. It was 15 
degrees below zero when At-
kinson arrived at the fire.

“We were having problems 
keeping water going,” Atkinson 
said. “The nozzles kept freez-
ing up. If you drop the nozzle, 
just for a minute, it freezes.”

The Harrison-Pony-Nor-
ris-Summit Valley Volunteer 
Fire Department has another 
issue that transcends outside 
temperatures, its roster. The 
department’s 300 square-mile 
response area is a lot for six 
volunteers to shoulder. The 
department depends on these 
active members to provide 
timely fire services to Madison 
County’s northern communi-
ties. 

“They usually all show up,” 
Atkinson said.

When Atkinson started vol-
unteering at the department in 
Harrison a little over 13 years 
ago, about 11 volunteers were 
on the roster. Most of them 
have retired now, except for 
Atkinson, Pete Armstrong and 
Marsha Atkinson.

Three of the current six 
volunteers respond to the 
Harrison department from 
town. Two respond from Pony, 
and Armstrong responds from 
South Boulder, which is out 
toward Cardwell. He lives the 
farthest away but somehow is 
usually the first at the station, 
according to the group.

The f leet consisting of a 
water truck, a fire engine, a 
command unit and the six 
volunteers recently gained a 
newer fire engine, which was 
purchased from the Gallatin 

PHOTO COURTESY OF FIRE CHIEF, BOICE ATKINSON

District 

Volleyball

tournament 

coverage on 

pages A8-A9

Ennis 
sophomore 
Shelbey Klein 
reaches to 
return the ball 
during the 
District 12C 
championship 
match against 
Granite High 
School Nov. 1.
PHOTO BY 
HANNAH 
KEARSE

Bears are 
still active
Hunting in bear county 

advice from FWP
BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisioniannews.com

Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks 
is investigating 

a grizzly bear mortality in 
the Eureka Basin of the south 
Gravelly Mountains, after a 
hunter reportedly shot the bear 
in self-defense Oct. 26. 

While the investigation is 
underway, MTFWP reminds 
recreationists to continue to 
practice situational awareness 
and be prepared for a bear 
encounter through the winter. 
Some grizzlies roam around for 
brief periods anytime during 
winter, according to MTFWP.

Because the encounter in-
volved a grizzly bear mortality, 
MTFWP is working with US 
Fish and Wildlife Services on 
the investigation. 

“It lengthens the investiga-
tion,” MTFWP Region 3 Infor-
mation and Education Manager 
Morgan Jacobsen said.

Many bears will remain 
active during the entirety of 
Montana’s big game hunting 
season, which is from Oct. 26 
through Dec. 1. The recent 
below-freezing temperatures 
are not the persuading measure 
that brings all bears into their 
dens. 

Bears become lethargic and 
sleep more each day as their 
time for hibernation nears. 
Their heavy snoozing can lead 
to closer-than-usual surprise 
encounters with hunters who 
are trying to go undetected by 
wildlife. 

The hunter who shot and 
killed the grizzly bear Oct. 26 
was hunting for elk, when he 
encountered the bear in the 
afternoon. The unidentified 

hunter was uninjured and re-
ported the incident to MTFWP 
the same day.

Hunters can take prepara-
tional steps to avoid negative 
encounters with grizzly and 
black bears.

MTFWP advices hunters to 
be attentive to their surround-
ings, noticing fresh bear signs, 
concentrations of natural food 
sources and scavenging birds. 
Avoid animal carcasses, follow 
U.S. Forest Service’s food stor-
age regulations and carry bear 
spray.

If the fruits of one’s labor 
lead to a harvested animal, get 
it home as quickly as possi-
ble. Some grizzly bears have 
learned to associate hunting 
activities with a gut pile or 
animal carcass and will move 
toward gunshots. 

If multiple trips are re-
quired to pack an animal out, 
move the carcass away from the 
gut pile and to cover it with a 
tarp or hang it at least 10 feet 
above the ground. Ideally, the 
carcass should be in a place 
where the returning hunter 
can observe it from at least 200 
hundred yards, according to 
MTFWP. 

If a bear has claimed the 
carcass or is near the carcass, 
don’t try to scare it away, leave 
the area and contact MTFWP. 
If bear attacks, do not run. 
MTFWP advices to deploy bear 
spray because it has been prov-
en to be a valuable deterrent 
tool in surprise close encoun-
ters. If attacked, lie face-down 
and protect your head and neck 
with your hands and arms.

For more information on 
avoiding negative encounters 
with bears, visit fwp.mt.gov or 
igbconline.org. 
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• Conventional Frame Homes
• Commercial Remodels & Additions

• Hand-crafted Log Homes

All phases of construction, design and consulting

By KEELY LARSON
connect@lonepeaklookout.com
connect@madisoniannews.com

Oct. 26 and 27 saw the 
opening of general deer and elk 
rifle hunting in Montana with 
lower-than-normal numbers in 
terms of hunter participation 
and harvest success, according 
to check stations in Madison and 
Gallatin Counties. Cold weather 
mixed with concerns over grizzly 
activity in Madison County 
contributed. 

Dean Waltee, wildlife biol-
ogist for Montana Fish Wildlife 
and Parks (FWP) in Sheridan, 
worked at a check station in 
Alder opening weekend. The 
Alder station, open three times 
during the season, provides trend 
information on hunter partici-
pation, game harvest and game 
observations.

“I work that check station at 
the same place during the same 
weekend and the same hours of 
the hunting season every year. 
Year after year it provides me 
with comparable information on 
the number of hunters encoun-
tered at the check station, and 
then (I) get an idea on what per-
cent of hunters harvested a game 
animal,” Waltee explained.

Biological information, in-
cluding the species and specs of 
animals harvested, is collected at 
check stations. The age of the an-
imal can be gleaned by looking 
at the teeth when possible, and 

gives way to the age structure 
of the population. Population 
health is also considered. A good 
indicator of winter resiliency for 
elk is the repository of fat on its 
rump.

Weather conditions exhibited 
opening weekend led to few-
er hunters than usual braving 
the elements. Many chose not 
to hunt on Sunday due to low 
temperatures. “Probably more so 
than the cold was the forecast for 
blizzard conditions on opening 
day,” Waltee said, especially for 
the non-local hunters. Waltee 
noted three quarters of hunters 
in Alder are not from Madison 
County, and it is a huge commit-
ment to travel a sizable distance 
and come away with nothing. 

Recent grizzly activity was 
a turnoff as well. “That became 
very prominent as we had those 
hunters attacked through the fall. 
I know that is weighing on some 
hunters’ minds,” Waltee said.

“Typically, hunter harvest 
success is improved by additional 
snow and winter-like conditions 
during the hunting season. 
This could bode well for hunter 
opportunity and success if these 
conditions continue,” Howard 
Burt, FWP’s Region 3 Wildlife 
Manager in Bozeman, said.

Cameron checked 600 
hunters, 40% above average. 
The Cameron station services 
those coming from larger areas 
and Waltee said the number 
to pay attention to is harvest 

percentage. It provides more 
information and gives a better 
representation of success without 
extra factors.

In summary, the Gallatin 
check stations counted 159 hunt-
ers, five elk and one buck mule 
deer. The Ennis report counted 
598 hunters, 1 adult mule deer, 
1 forked-horn buck, 1 mountain 
goat, 1 moose, 2 bighorn sheep, 
2 pronghorns and 5 white-tailed 
deer. Both the press release and 
the summaries note the dif-
ferences in reported numbers 
do not account for regulation 
changes over the years.

Part of the trend data ac-
quired at check stations looks 
at internal processes. Jennifer 
Ramsey, wildlife biologist with 
FWP, gets calls and pictures 
texted to her of questions hunters 
have while in the field. The main 
concern is whether or not the 
animal can be consumed.

“Parasites are probably the 
most common thing that we get 
calls about, and we do get calls 
about things that look funny 
because the animal is shot,” 
Ramsey said. To explain the 
latter part of her statement, she 
described a punctured lung with 
abnormal looking tissue. “Things 
that people don’t notice and they 
see and it stands out more than 
usual,” Ramsey said, tend to 
pique an internal red flag.

Parasites found, especially in 
moose and elk, are not typically 
worrisome. However, Waltee 

encouraged hunters to cook 
their food thoroughly in order to 
decrease the chance of any harm 
done.

If an animal presents any 
indication of disease, samples 
are collected and sent to a lab for 
testing. The hunter is instructed 
not to eat the game, or feed it to 
their dog. The next layer of con-
cern, after finding it unsafe for a 
human to eat, is a veterinary one, 
looking at how the ailment will 
affect the animals’ population. 
Pneumonia in bighorn sheep 
or chronic wasting disease are 
examples of conditions that can 
be detrimental to populations.

“We encourage people if they 
see something that concerns 
them to let us know,” Ramsey 
emphasized. 

As far as the rest of the season 
goes, Waltee noted snow accu-
mulation in the mountains and 
elk bunched together or migrated 
to summer and fall habitats, but 
not yet to their winter range. 
From a management perspective, 
Waltee mentioned a higher num-
ber of elk harvested than normal 
would be acceptable this year.

Waltee wanted to extend a 
thank you to the hunters willing 
to stop and talk with those at the 
check stations to offer infor-
mation. All data and numbers 
come from hunters in the field. 
“The information they provide 
is extremely helpful in monitor-
ing our population and harvest 
success,” Waltee said.

Beginning of general 
deer and elk rifle hunting

Cameron sees above average numbers

Mange is contagious and something biologists would want to be aware of. 
PHOTO COURTESY MDC HUNTING AND FISHING

Arterial worm is makes an appearance in moose. PHOTO COURTESY OF ALCHETR

Individual animals can be populated by thousands of winter ticks. PHOTO 
COURTESY OF DAN BERGERON, UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
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Pet of the Week

Golly  you’d think I’d have gotten a home by now.  I’ve been here my 
whole life.  I’m a young guy - not quite a year and a half old.  I’m a 

gentle, playful guy.  I don’t like being picked up and held, but I love pets 
and being played with.  Get along with others well after a few days of 
adjustment.  It will take me awhile to get adjusted as I’ve not known 
anyone except those here.  However if you are willing to give me time I’d 
sure love to have a home.  Would you all Misty 
at 439-1405 and ask for me?  
Purrease??  Brandon

. . . . . ..Because it’s time 
to meet your match

BrandonKristie Vessey, Sales Associate
406-580-1842

klvessey@gmail.comHaydenoutdoors.com

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to 
83 calls for service Oct. 27 
through Nov. 2, 2019.
 

*Please note the 
new physical 
address for our 
office, 5 Placer 
Loop, Virginia 
City as of 9/5/19.  
Thank you!

Madison County 
D I S P AT C H

October 27 - November 2, 2019
In areas with low cell phone coverage, 
you can now text 911 in case of emergency.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon

October 27, 2019

A wildlife complaint was made 
in Sheridan.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Pony.

October 28, 2019

Vandalism and criminal mischief 
were reported in Ennis.
Accidents occurred in Twin 
Bridges, McAllister and Ennis.
A theft complaint was made in 
Ennis.
Rescue was performed in 
Sheridan.
A welfare check was per-
formed in Ennis.
Medical aid was administered 
in Cameron.

October 29, 2019

A coroner call was made in 
Ennis.
Medical aid was administered 
in Twin Bridges and Ennis.

A traffic complaint was made in 
Virginia City.
An accident occurred in Sher-
idan.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Whitehall and 
Norris.
Accidents occurred in Norris 
and Cameron.
A citizen was assisted in Cam-
eron.

October 30, 2019

A fire call was made in Pony.
Medical aid was administered 
in Harrison.
An accident occurred in Ennis.
A public safety complaint was 
made in Cameron.
A welfare check was per-
formed in Ennis.
An animal complaint was made 
in Twin Bridges.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Cameron.
A wildlife complaint was made 
in Virginia City.

A citizen was assisted in Ennis.
A trespass complaint was 
made in Alder.
A traffic complaint was made in 
Silver Star.

October 31, 2019

A welfare check was per-
formed in Sheridan.
A coroner was called in Sher-
idan.
Threats were made in Ennis.

November 1, 2019

An accident occurred in Cam-
eron and Sheridan.
Medical aid was administered 
in Ennis.
A fire call was made in Ennis.
A traffic complaint was made 
in Ennis.
Suspicious circumstances 
were reported in Sheridan.
Medical aid was administered 
in Ennis.

Fourth and subsequent DUIs
In Madison County’s district court, Joel Mitchell Davis of Ennis was sentenced 13 months at the 

Montana Department of Corrections Oct. 28. The court suspended a consecutive three-year sentence 
to the MDOC and recommended Davis to the Warm Springs Addiction Treatment and Change pro-
gram, which is a six-month treatment program for those with a history of multiple DUI convictions. 

Davis pleaded guilty to operating a noncommercial vehicle on the night of Oct. 25, 2018 with an 
alcohol concentration of 0.08 or more, his fourth offense and felony. Montana law mandates individu-
als with a fourth DUI conviction and any thereafter to serve a minimum of 13 months in the MDOC, 
which cannot be suspended nor can the offender be paroled, or a residential treatment program, which 
the department operates or approves. 

Starting in 2002, the MDOC partnered with Community, Counseling and Correctional Services 
Inc., a nonprofit out of Butte, to run the WATCh program. Graduates of the treatment program spend 
the remaining seven months of their sentence on probation, as will Davis if he completes the program. 

Davis has one day of credited time served that can go toward his $5,000 of fines and $560 of sur-
charges.

Roger Thompson trial begins
The trial for former Madison County Sheriff Roger Thompson beings Nov. 1 in Montana’s Fifth 

Judicial District Court in Virginia City. The selection process from the 150 people who were pulled 
for jury duty dominated Monday’s proceedings. Twelve jurors were selected, and the trial followed 
Tuesday. The trial is expected to take up to five days.

COURTS

Gateway Fire Department for 
about $50,000. The engine is 
worth about $200,000, accord-
ing to Atkinson. 

They got a loan from the 
bank and received the firetruck 
with 33,000 miles a little over 
a month ago. It can transport 
five people, compared to the 
three people that their nearly 
13-year-old firetruck can carry. 

“We needed something to 
carry more people,” Atkinson 
said. “I’ve been trying to get a 
new truck since April.”

Both engines would 
respond to most fires in the 
future, offering more op-

tions and resources to put out 
f lames. The department’s new 
engine carries 750 gallons of 
water and five firefighters can 
walk out fully suited in their 
self-contained breather appa-
ratus suites – another way that 
the new addition is an efficient 
asset to the department.

Its main voyage with the 
Harrison-Pony-Norris-Summit 
Valley Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was unexpectedly delayed 
due to mechanical issues, 
making it unavailable for the 
third structure fire in the area 
this year.

“It was finished and ready 

to rock and roll,” Atkinson 
said. “But then another prob-
lem.”

Atkinson expects the truck 
to be in service within the 
next few weeks to accompany 
the six volunteer firefighters, 
whom all stressed the need for 
more volunteers from around 
the area.

“If we had 15 people on 
roster that would be great,” 
Atkinson said. “And being a 
volunteer doesn’t mean you 
have to know how to fight 
fires. We need a secretary and 
a treasurer… there are always 
other jobs.”

FIRE continued FROM A1

From left to right: Janet Ore, Chris Gartner, Boice Atkinson, Peter Armstrong and Mark Fiege. Five of the 
six volunteers at the Harrison-Pony-Norris-Summit Valley Volunteer Fire Department with their new fire 
engine. Not pictured Marsha Atkinson. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

PHOTO COURTESY OF FIRE CHIEF, BOICE ATKINSON
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Klasen Septic

You don’t want to be out 
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for that lid!
Call for a quote:
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How long has it been since you 
pumped your septic tank?

!

obituaries

Ruth Luella Croskrey Long
Ocotber 8, 1927- April 22, 2019

Fern Bodily Lee
January 23, 1937 to October 25, 2019

Cremation has taken place, 
the remains will be interred in 
a niche at Fort Harrison Vet-
erans’ Cemetery on March 19, 
2020 at 1 p.m. 

A lengthy obituary will be 
published at a later date. We 
wish our heartfelt thanks, with 
deep gratitude to all those 
who took part in these last 
few months, taking care of my 
beloved wife. I know that ev-
eryone she met was very special 
to her.

In lieu of f lowers, donate to 

your charity of choice. Fern, 
along with her sisters in Utah 
and friends, made and donat-
ed several hundred quilts to 
her favorite charity, Shriners 
Hospital over the last thirty 
plus years. She bought her 
first home from the Mormon 
Church and her last home from 
the Catholic Church here in 
Ennis. She was a master chef 
and served good food to many 
people. I’m pretty sure the 
“golden gates” opened wide Fri-
day evening, Oct. 25 for her.

The Bill Dringle family would like to thank everyone who brought food, sent cards, sent memorials, called and sent prayers to 
us. Bill would have been thrilled to know he had so many friends who loved and cared for him. Again, thank you.

Karen and Family

THANK YOU

Melvin Joseph McKitrick
1947-2019

Mel McKitrick passed 
away Oct. 30, 2019 in Ennis, 
Montana. Mel was surround-
ed by his family as he passed 
peacefully after fighting a 
courageous battle with cancer. 

He was born Melvin Joseph 
McKitrick, the first of 5 chil-
dren, to Maurice McKitrick 
and Ruth Hatch McKitrick, on 
March 15, 1947 in Idaho Falls, 
Idaho. 

Mel spent his summers as 
a child with his grandparents, 
Joseph and Della Hatch, on 
the Hungry Horse Ranch in 
the mountains of Tetonia, 
Idaho. To this day, the Hatch 
Family reunion is held there 
and Mel looked forward to 
spending quality time with his 
favorite aunts, uncles, nieces 
and nephews. 

Mels parents settled in 
Three Forks where he attended 
school in Logan and Manhat-
tan. It was here that he met his 
wife, Karen Louise Simmons. 
They married on March 9, 
1966 in Idaho Falls. 

Karen and Mel settled 
in Ennis in 1968 where they 
raised their 3 sons and count-
less others who Mel consid-
ered his kids. Mel worked as 
an apprentice Barber before he 
ventured out on his own and 
opened Mel’s Barber Chop. 
Mel was eventually given the 
nickname of “Clipper” by 
one of his dear friends. The 
success of the Barber Shop was 
never measured in money but 
rather the amount of stories 
and laughter that filled the 
shop for 51 years. 

While raising his boys and 
barbering, Mel also drove 
Ennis Schools’ longest bus 
route. For 31 years he drove 
the 200-mile round-trip per 
day Reynold’s Pass route 
hauling his kids safely back 
and forth to school and home. 
In addition to his regular bus 
route, he also drove the activ-
ity bus. Mel cherished every 
moment he spent with the kids 
and coaches as he drove them 
to their activities all over the 

country. During these trips, 
and at home, Mel doubled as 
the stat and score keeper for 
the Mustang Football and 
Basketball teams. Mel believed 
sports taught us all how to 
humbly accept the highs and 
the lows that life threw at us. 
There’s nothing Mel loved 
more than watching his kids, 
especially his grandkids, on 
and off the court. Mel retired 
from the activity bus this year, 
after returning his last grand-
child home safe from her last 
high school sporting event. 

In 1987 Mel took over the 
managerial position at Grang-
er Ranches. He loved sharing 
the beauty of the ranch with 
his kids and grandkids. They 
spent many a day together rid-
ing horses, gathering, moving 
and branding cows, riding 
the Story Ditch, and playing 
cowboy. 

Mel was a proud member 
of the Madison Conservation 
District. It was a big part of 
his life and he believed whole- 
heartedly in everything the 
District stood for. Mel passed 
right before the MCD was 
going to honor him for his 25 
years on the MCD board. 

Mel loved camping and 
fishing with his family at Heb-
gen Lake. He loved snowmo-
biling, hunting, and bowling 
with friends. He loved a good 
salty dog and a quick nap at 
camp. He loved pack trips 
and stories about the good 
old days. He loved barbershop 
talk and a good f lat top. Mel 
never met a stranger and was 
this Community’s biggest fan. 
But most of all Mel loved his 
family...and everyone he loved 

he considered family. Mel was 
a humble hero to all of us and 
we know he is in a better place 
making it an even better place. 

Mel is survived by his 
wife of 53 years, Karen; his 
sister Sandra Mainwaring of 
Three Forks; his sons: Michael 
(Cindy) of Ennis, Norman 
(Tina) of Spring Creek, Nev., 
Brian (Wendy) of Ennis; his 
beloved grandchildren: Jordan 
Goddard (Tyerel) and Taylor 
Tope (Brianna) both of Spring 
Creek Nev., Madyson Speck 
(Michael), Blake McKitrick 
(Rachael), Braydon McKitrick 
(Elise), Walker McKitrick, 
Gavin McKitrick and Whitney 
McKitrick all of Ennis; his 
beloved great grandchildren: 
Jayden, Jax, Penelope, Theo, 
and Macoy; the kids of Ennis 
Schools for the last 51 years 
and some of his Barbershop 
regulars. 

Mel was preceded in 
death by his parents: Maurice 
McKitrick, Ruth McKitrick 
Parker, and Charlie Parker; 
his siblings: Herbie Dean, 
David, Bobbie (Becky), Jessie, 
Norman (Arlene), Sharon and 
Alvin...and some of his bar-
bershop regulars. 

Funeral Services were held 
at 1 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 3, 2019, 
in the Ennis High School 
Gymnasium. Lunch reception 
followed in the Ennis Elemen-
tary Cafeteria. 

In lieu of f lowers the fam-
ily has asked that donations 
be made to the Mel McKitrick 
Scholarship Fund at Madison 
Valley Bank, the Ennis Senior 
Center or the Madison Valley 
Medical Center.

opinion
Dear Editor:

After reading the Questions and Answers of the local candidates for our town council it became evident that not everyone in our 
area is aware that we have a local Farmer’s Market.  This past summer was the second year, bigger and better than the previous year. 
We have known that we need to improve our marketing and signage and we are working on that.  

We had a very successful Farmer’s Market again this summer in Jeffers.  Being held in front of the Community Garden in Jeffers at 
10 a.m. every Saturday morning was very much a blessing! There was enough space for our vendors and parking was easy. The setting 
is gorgeous, peaceful, yet abuzz with activity.  From mid-June to mid-September we had at least 10 different vendors selling everything 
from garden fresh vegetables and fruit, plants, special teas, birdhouses, honey, fresh baked breads, and a slice of pie and coffee.  Many 
folks came to shop and stayed for a slice of pie, coffee or tea and a visit with old or new friends.  We enjoyed live music one Saturday 
morning. We had ideal weather most every Saturday morning.  Many local shoppers as well as out of town guests returned week after 
week.  It was a joyful and festive event, held consistently all summer long and definitely the place to be on a Saturday morning in the 
summer.

Barbara Hoag
McAllister, MT 59740

Don’t forget the Jeffers Farmer’s Market

November 7, 2019A4THE MADISONIAN



Your partner in community.  
682-7755

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!
Call us at 406-682-5001 
“We Give Where We Live” ™
Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
Quinn Diamond, Owner/Office 
Manager
RE/MAX Mountain Property

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

We are giving away pompoms to cheer 
on the Lady Mustangs at Divisionals!  
Stop on down at Re/Max to pick up 

YOUR pompoms to wave at the game!  
GO MUSTANGS!

Do we need safe, short-term, supportive housing?
Submitted by DORIS FISCHER
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council 

According to the Mon-
tana Health Care Foundation, 
“Approximately 5% of patients 
account for 50% of health 
care costs. Many of these 
so-called ‘high utilizers’ have 
complex medical conditions 
compounded by mental illness 
and substance use disorders; 
some are homeless or unstably 
housed. For this population, 
affordable housing co-located 
with supportive services has 
been shown to improve health 
outcomes, reduce the use of 
high-cost emergency room and 
hospital services, and improve 

corrections outcomes, with 
attendant cost savings.”  As a 
result, the Foundation recently 
launched a Housing Is Health 
Care Initiative.  This program 
offers community-based plan-
ning grants to tackle unmet, 
special housing needs.  

This information prompts a 
question for Madison County 
residents to consider:  Do we 
need a safe, supportive, and 
short-term housing option for 
residents who live with mental 
illness, with drug or alcohol 
addictions, with domestic 
abuse, and/or in homeless 
situations?

The Madison County 
Mental Health Local Advi-
sory Council is conducting 
a countywide survey to help 

answer this question.  The 
Council has been contacting 
local service providers and 
groups that may have first-
hand knowledge of this type 
of housing need.  During the 
month of November, the Coun-
cil invites the general public to 
join in the survey effort.

People can provide input in 
one of two ways: (1) go online 
via either https://www.survey-
monkey.com/r/CXSSN3H or 
this unique QR Code to com-
plete the survey electronically; 
or, (2) complete a paper copy of 
the survey at public places such 
as local libraries and medical 
center reception areas, and 
return the survey to that same 
place.  The survey takes 10-12 
minutes to fill out.

“This is only a first step,” 
Council Chairperson Ke’lah 
Savage-Willauer explains, “to 
assess whether or not a need 
exists and if so, what that need 
looks like.  If one or more sig-
nificant needs are identified, 
the next step will be to explore 
how such needs can best be 
addressed.”  Any subsequent 
steps, she adds, would require 
additional community involve-
ment, a partnership effort, 
and a look at both private and 
public sources of funding.

Savage-Willauer encourages 
people across Madison County 
to share their knowledge and 
opinions by filling out a sur-
vey.  Results will be tabulated 
over the winter months, and 
publicized in early spring 2020.

The QR Code to use so you can provide your information digitally 
through a survey.

TRICK or TREAT

Mini trick-or-treaters in Twin Bridges.  PHOTO COURTESY GAIL BANKS
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Clinic  |  Emergency Care  |  Radiology 
Pediatrics  |  Rehabilitation

CLINIC  Walk-ins Welcome 
EMERGENCY CARE  Open 24 Hours a Day/Year Round

305 N. Main • Ennis, MT 59729  |  MVMEDCENTER.ORG

Expert Care  
Small Town Compassion

I   may not live in Madison 
County anymore, but 

my family history is in Madison 
county, and part of my heart 
will always be there.  A few 
years back I sat on the Madison 
County Building Facilities 
Committee. In a related subject 
it is sad to see that the Town of 
Virginia City does not seem to 
want the county seat to be in 
Virginia City.  It is more than a 
strong possibility that without 
being the county seat there 
may not have been enough left 
of Virginia City for Bovey’s to 
save.  Being the county seat is 
a significant part of Virginia 
City’s history. For nearly as long 
as Virginia City has existed, 
a Sheriff and a jail have been 
located within the Virginia 
City limits. Further, to back 
that up with law,  Montana law 
specifically states in Montana 
Code Annotated “7-4-2211 
County Offices.” “(1) All county 
officers, except justices of the 
peace as set in 3-10-101 must 
keep their offices at the county 
seat.” To be historically accurate 
at a minimum the Sheriff ’s Office 
must continue to be located 
in Virginia City. Legally, if the 
county decides that it is best 
to have a jail in Virginia City, 
state law may very well be on 
the side of the county. While 
on the subject consider this 
related law, MCA “7-8-2102.” 
“Erection and maintenance of 
county buildings. The board 
of county commissioners has 
jurisdiction and power, under 
the limitations and restrictions 
prescribed by law, to erect, 
furnish, equip, expand, improve, 
and maintain a courthouse, jail, 
health care facility, civic center, 
youth center, park buildings, 
museums, recreation centers, 
and any combination of those 
buildings and any other public 
buildings as may be necessary.” 
Keep in mind that all law is 
subject to interpretation but 
these two statutes are clear as 
glass. So this second law puts the 
responsibility squarely on the 
County Commission, NOT the 
Sheriff.   Again, I was a member 
of the committee who helped 
steer the facilities expansion. I’d 
like to note here that when the 
county offices were expanded 

I heard a LOT of grousing 
about the Commission going 
against the public’s vote against 
the courthouse expansion.  
After that vote, the County 
Commission re-grouped and 
proposed the expansion with 
no jail. Public meetings were 
held in many locations covering 
the whole county. The public, at 
those meetings  supported the 
courthouse expansion without 
a jail. Those meetings were 
advertised, giving full notice 
to the public. That is why the 
commission went ahead with 
the courthouse expansion. If 
the grousers had attended those 
meetings they would know that 
the county commission did not 
go forth with the expansion 
behind the public’s back. In 
hindsight, when the county 
offices moved to a new building 
across the street from the 
courthouse a jail and Sheriff ’s 
office should have been part of 
the expansion. Stepping back 
to the county facilities steering 
committee, the end of the year 
long process on that committee, 
due to Virginia City’s opposition 
to a jail, I suggested that the 
jail be built in Alder where the 
county owns property large 
enough to accommodate a 
detention facility and it would 
only be 10 minutes away from 
court.  A small group of Virginia 
City residents were opposed to 
the jail being included in the 
courthouse expansion. They 
orchestrated a propaganda 
campaign against the jail being 
part of the  expansion. I heard 
a number of people say, “ it’s a 
prison, we can’t have a prison in 
Virginia City.” 

I corrected them and 
explained the difference between 
a prison and a jail. A jail is 
primarily a holding facility for 
those who have pending trials, 
and some with misdemeanor jail 
time to serve.  A prison is where 
convicted felons serve their 
time (see State Prison at Deer 
Lodge). It is a huge difference. 
The anti-jail  campaign was very 
effective. But it was not accurate,  
quite misleading and could be 
considered pure propaganda. It 
turned many county residents 
against a jail period.  Now 
Madison County is in an 

unfortunate situation with no 
holding facility at all within the 
county. The Sheriff ’s Department 
is located outside city limits 
and is now transferring it’s 
prisoners to other county jails 
after arrest, and back to court 
the next day, then back to the 
out of county jail. Sometimes 
this happens several times in 
the same day.  The amount of 
mileage is staggering. Sometimes 
500+ miles per day. Taking up 
deputies’ valuable time when 
they should be patrolling the 
county, the job which they 
were  hired for. Not to mention 
the costs of housing Madison 
County prisoners in out of 
county jails. Again, staggering! 
I find it disappointing that “for 
the greater good” is a concept 
that seems to have gone away.  
The greater good is served with 
a Sheriff ’s Department and a jail 
being in Virginia City. By law, the 
Sheriff ’s Office MUST return to 
Virginia City from it’s temporary 
location out of city limits. With 
a jail either in Virginia City, or 
near Virginia City. I worked at 
the Sheriff ’s Department or a 
number of years, some of those 
years as jailer.  Getting prisoners 
from jail to court, and back 
again was an on-going process. 
I sincerely hope everyone 
would consider the logistics of 
this. When the jail was in the 
basement of the courthouse it 
was smooth sailing for officers 
to get people to court and back. 
Now, officers spend hours on the 
road often from several different 
jail locations transferring 
prisoner back and forth to court. 
The cost of the current situation, 
housing prisoners out of county, 
and travel time would be making 
payments on a new jail and 
Sheriff ’s office. I would like to 
see those in Virginia City who 
oppose a jail in town consider 
that there is a bigger picture 
outside the city limits. Also, if the 
county should decide to build a 
jail (even a short term holding 
facility) in Virginia City, that the 
county can legally tell the city 
to kiss their courthouse. As Phil 
Drake Capital correspondent for 
the Great Falls Tribune would do 
it, I’m ending with a little humor 
(I hope it works as well for me, as 
it does for him).

The Bigger Picture
Submitted by Kim Hudson

Senior Mustang Riley Robinson sets up sophomore Shelbey Klein for a kill during the championship match 
in Twin Bridges Nov. 1. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

NICE SET UP
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(406) 682-3363  |  105 E MAIN STREET. ENNIS, MT 59729  |   WWW.HAYDENOUTDOORS.COM

• Log cabin in historic Virginia City
• Artistic finishes
• 2 bed, 1 bath, 1810 SF

608 E DOUGLAS STREET
$199,000 | #340035

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

• 72 acres set up for horses
• No Covenants
• Home, shop, barn

50 OLD VC HIGHWAY
$995,000  | #340048

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

“You don’t just buy a property 
in Montana, you purchase a lifestyle”

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  R a n c h  & 
R e c R e a t i o n a l 
R e a l  e s ta t e 

• 7 acres, unobstructed views of
   the Madison Range
• On County maintained road

SHINING MOUNTAINS
$58,000 | #340523

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

• New Construction on Golf Course
• 3 Bed, 3 Bath, 2655 SF
• Views of Madison Range

5 CEDAR COURT
$479,900  | #340073

Kristie
Vessey

Sales Associate 
(406) 580-1842

• 72 acres with breath taking views
• Recreational access to lakes, public land
• Underground power

VALLEY VIEW HIGHLANDS
$395,000 | #339848

Dot
Estep
Broker 

(406) 570-9067

• Fish & boat on the Ruby Reservoir
• Breath taking views
• 1.5 acre waterfront property

RUBY RESERVOIR
$199,900  | #340251

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
(406) 596-4288

PRICE REDUCED PRICE REDUCED PRICE REDUCED

Student 
of the 
Week

Colter Cross has been nominated 
for this week’s Student of the 
Week for Ennis Elementary School.  
Colter, whose parents are Bobbie 
and Tyler Cross, is a 2nd grade 
student at Ennis Elementary.  Colter 
was nominated for the Student of 
the Week Award for always having 
a positive attitude even with things 
are tough.  He works very hard 

on his academics and he strives to do well.  Colter is always willing to 
help other students and to partner with anyone.  He also displays great 
enthusiasm for learning and life in general.  Thanks for being a part of 
our school, Colter, and congratulations on being nominated for the Ennis 
Elementary Student of the Week!

We are proud of YOU!

Congratulations!

Ruby Valley Giving Tree
Submitted by 

BILLIE RATCLIFFE

With Christmas just a short 
time away, we need to think 
about those less fortunate in 
our community.  The Ruby 
Valley Giving Tree services Vir-
ginia City, Alder and Sheridan.  
Gift tags will be placed on the 
Christmas tree at Opportunity 
Bank in Sheridan as requests 
are received.  We provide 

fixings for Christmas dinner 
(sponsored by the Food Pantry 
in Sheridan), gifts for needy 
individuals, families, children 
and seniors.

The cutoff date for sub-
mitting names is December 2.   
Please call Billie @ 842-5044 
(leave a message) with your 
phone number and name.  All 
inquiries are held in strict con-
fidence.  

There is an account set up at 

Opportunity Bank in Sheridan 
where monetary donations may 
be made if desired to “The Ruby 
Valley Giving Tree”. Checks 
may be mailed to Opportunity 
Bank, PO Box 587, Sheridan, 
MT 59749.  Please call Billie 
with any questions or requests 
to sponsor families.  If you 
know of a family in need a 
current working phone number 
along with the name is required 
so I may contact them directly.

Ruby Valley Marine Corps 
League kicks of Toys for Tots

Submitted by ED WALTER

It’s that time again, Christ-
mas, and the Ruby Valley 
Marine Corps League’s Toys 
for Tots program is looking 
for both donations and for 
families that are struggling 
and in need of toys. We cover 
the area between Waterloo 

and Virginia City and we have 
our Toys for Tots drop boxes 
in businesses in both Twin 
Bridges and Sheridan. We also 
have some cash donation jars 
in place around the valley also, 
just look for the Toys for Tots 
boxes and jars at your local 
businesses. We will be accept-
ing new, unwrapped toys and 

cash donations through Dec. 19. 
For any questions on donations 
and for those families in need 
you can reach out to Ed Walter 
at (406) 684-5179. We will be 
distributing the toys to those 
families in need on Dec. 21 
from Ed Walter’s place in Twin 
Bridges. Thank you and Happy 
Holidays!
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SPORTS
VOLLEYBALL

BY HANNAH KEARSE
news@madisoniannews.com

The Ennis Mustangs clinched 
the District 12C championship 
Nov. 1. The two-day volleyball 
tournament in Twin Bridges led 
to a championship match be-
tween top-seeded Granite High 
School and second-seeded Ennis 
Mustangs.

The host of the 2019 District 
12-C Volleyball Tournament, 
Twin Bridges, opened the tour-
nament with a morning match 
against Harrison Oct. 31. 

Twin Bridges’ seventh 
through 12th graders were 
allowed, with a parent’s written 
permission, to watch matches in 
the gym. Characters like Mario, 
Luigi and Donkey Kong cheered 
in the stands with their peers. 
Students supported the Fal-
cons and Halloween in Falcons 
jerseys, colors, costumes or as 
one student wore, a buttoned-up 
blazer with Santa-hat-wearing 
cats stamped on it.

It was a double-elimination 
tournament, which meant a 
team had to lose two matches 
to get eliminated. Lima was the 
first team to leave the tourna-
ment, after losing to Ennis and 
Sheridan Oct. 31. Sheridan and 
Harrison followed after drop-
ping into the lower bracket and 
losing their second match.

Twin Bridges dropped into 
the lower bracket after losing 
to Granite, and Drummond 
dropped down after losing to 
Ennis in the second round of 
matches Oct. 31. Each defeated 
their competition in the lower 
bracket Nov. 1. The Twin Bridges 
Falcons beat the Sheridan 
Panthers in three sets (25-10, 
25-6, 25-22) and the Drummond 
Trojans beat the Harrison Wild-
cats in three sets (25-13, 25-25, 
25-14). 

The victors of those two 
games battled it out in the 
tournament’s 10th match. The 
Trojans’ win against the Falcons 
propelled them forward and 
eliminated Twin Bridges in the 
tournament.  It was a three-set 
victory for Drummond (25-17, 
26-24, 25-16).

Granite was the last team to 
drop into the lower bracket after 
losing to Ennis in the semifinal 
match. Granite beat Drummond 
in the lower bracket for a sec-
ond chance at Ennis. 

“We wanted to play Granite 
again because we always play 
better against them,” Ennis se-
nior volleyball player, Kennedy 
Davies said. “We play better 
against competition.”  

Davies was an instrumental 
player in the tournament, lead-
ing all but one of the matches 
in kills for her team. Her spikes 

were difficult to return as they 
slammed over the net. Senior 
Mustang Riley Robinson was 
another crucial player, setting 
up plays for her teammates to 

score. Robinson led her team 
in assists for all four matches, 
much like she did for most 
of the majority of the regular 
season. Robinson also put some 

major points on the scoreboard.
Shelbey Klein, a sophomore 

player for Ennis, had a good 
tournament. Klein’s score-mak-
ing plays at the net appeared 

graceful at times, as she tipped 
the ball to an empty space 
on the opponent’s court. An 
impossible return almost every 
time. Klein’s solid spikes and el-

egant tips make her a hard read 
and  successful player at the net. 

Junior Mustang Landri 
Paladichuk, another Mustang 
staple, scored the final point 

against Granite and for the 
second time in the tournament, 
Ennis defeated Granite in three 
sets (25-14, 25-25,25-12). After 
the Friday evening match, the 

Mustangs were awarded the 
district title. 

Granite and Ennis both 
advance to the Western C divi-
sional tournament at Manhattan 

Christian Nov. 7-9.
“It feels really good,” Rob-

inson said. “I think we can take 
whatever comes our way [in the 
divisional tournament].”

Ennis Mustangs defend their title
2 0 1 9  D I S T R I C T  1 2 C  V O L L E Y B A L L  C H A M P I O N S

After winning all their matches in Twin Bridges at the 2019 District 12C Volleyball Tournament, the Ennis Mustangs retain their championship 
title Nov. 1. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE

Tournament Match #3
Ennis Mustangs vs 
Lima Bears
Oct. 31
Win
25 – 16, 25 – 6, 25 – 16 

KILLS
Team total: 18
Individual leader: 
Kennedy Davies 
Individual total: 7

BLOCKS
Team total: 2
Individual leader: Shelbey 
Klein/ Avery Oliver 
Individual total: 1

DIGS
Team total: 16
Individual leader: 
Kennedy Davies
Individual total: 4

ASSISTS
Team total: 18
Individual leader: Riley 
Robinson
Individual total: 11

ACES
Team total: 18
Individual leader: 
Kennedy Davies
Individual total: 9

Tournament Match #5
Ennis Mustangs vs 
Drummond Trojans 
Oct. 31
Win
25 – 14, 22 – 25, 25 – 
14, 25 – 7  

KILLS
Team total: 39
Individual leader: 
Kennedy Davies
Individual total: 15

BLOCKS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Shelbey 
Klein
Individual total: 5

DIGS
Team total: 26
Individual leader: Karlie 
Hedges 
Individual total: 8

ASSISTS
Team total: 33
Individual leader:  Riley 
Robinson
Individual total: 24

ACES
Team total: 12
Individual leader: Shelbey 
Klein 
Individual total: 4

Tournament Match #7
Ennis Mustangs vs 
Granite Prospectors 
Oct. 31
Win
25 – 12, 25 – 14, 25 
– 20

KILLS
Team total: 36
Individual leader: 
Kennedy Davies
Individual total: 14

BLOCKS
Team total: 5
Individual leader: Shelbey 
Klein
Individual total: 4

DIGS
Team total: 17
Individual leader: Riley 
Robinson
Individual total: 6

ASSISTS
Team total: 31
Individual leader: Riley 
Robinson
Individual total: 21

ACES
Team total: 6
Individual leader: Riley 
Robinson
Individual total: 2

Tournament Match #12
Ennis Mustangs vs 
Granite Prospectors 
Nov. 1
Win
25 – 14, 25 – 15, 25 
– 12 

KILLS
Team total: 28
Individual leader: Shelbey 
Klein
Individual total: 8

BLOCKS
Team total: 5
Individual leader: Shelbey 
Klein
Individual total: 4

DIGS
Team total: 28
Individual leader: Shae 
Lovett/ Kennedy Davies 
Individual total: 6

ASSISTS
Team total: 24
Individual leader: Riley 
Robinson
Individual total: 14

ACES
Team total: 18
Individual leader: 
Kennedy Davies
Individual total: 6

THE CHAMPIONS:  ENNIS’S STATISTICS AT THE 2019 DISTRICT 12C VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

First Madison County team out

Tournament Match 
#1
Harrison Wildcats vs 
Twin Bridges
Oct. 31
Loss
7 – 25, 7 – 25, 16 – 25

KILLS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: 
Aleena Bacon
Individual total:

BLOCKS
Team total: 3
Individual leader: 
Rosie Chater
Individual total: 2
DIGS
Team total: 23
Individual leader: 
Aleena Bacon. Trudee 
Lewis
Individual total: 5

ASSISTS
Team total: 4
Individual leader: n/a

Individual total: n/a
ACES
Team total: 0
Individual leader
Individual total:

Tournament Match 
#9
Harrison Wildcats vs 
Drummond Trojans
Nov. 1
Loss
10 – 25, 6 – 25, 22 – 25   

KILLS
Team total: 8 
Individual leader: Dana 
Lerum
Individual total: 3

BLOCKS
Team total: 2
Individual leader: Dana 
Lerum/ Rosie Chater
Individual total: 1

DIGS
Team total: 30
Individual leader: 

Payton Mallett
Individual total: 10

ASSISTS
Team total: 5
Individual leader: n/a
Individual total: n/a

ACES
Team total: 6
Individual leader: Dana 
Lerum
Individual total: 3

Panthers out in 3
Tournament Match #2
Sheridan Panthers vs 
Drummond Trojans
Oct. 31
Loss
24 – 26, 15 – 25, 11 – 25 

KILLS
Team total: 18
Individual leader: 
Mackenzee Fabel 
Individual total: 11

BLOCKS

Team total: 1
Individual leader: 
Mackenzee Fabel
Individual total: 1

DIGS
Team total: 30
Individual leader: Brooke 
Grow
Individual total: 6

ASSISTS
Team total: 17
Individual leader: 

Desaray Tipton
Individual total: 11

ACES
Team total: 10
Individual leader: Brooke 
Grow
Individual total: 4

Tournament Match #6
Sheridan Panthers vs 
Lima Bears
Oct. 31
Win

25 – 19, 25 – 19, 26 – 24
   
KILLS
Team total: 22
Individual leader: 
Mackenzee Fabel
Individual total: 9

BLOCKS
Team total: 8
Individual leader: Micara 
Devereaux/ Brooke Grow/ 
Mackenzee Fabel
Individual total: 2

DIGS
Team total: 28
Individual leader: Tia Hill
Individual total: 7

ASSISTS
Team total: 19
Individual leader: 
Desaray Tipton 
Individual total: 11

ACES
Team total: 13

Individual leader: Tia Hill
Individual total: 4

Tournament Match #8
Sheridan Panthers vs 
Twin Bridges
Nov. 1
Loss
10 – 25, 6 – 25, 22 – 25
KILLS
Team total: 16
Individual leader: Brooke 
Grow
Individual total: 6

BLOCKS
Team total: 2
Individual leader: Brooke 
Grow/ Amanda Grow
Individual total: 1

DIGS
Team total: 26
Individual leader: Tia Hill
Individual total: 7
ASSISTS
Team total: 12
Individual leader: Micara 

Devereux/ Desaray 
Tipton
Individual total: 6

ACES
Team total: 2
Individual leader: Tia Hill
Individual total: 2

SHERIDAN’S STATISTICS AT THE 2019 DISTRICT 12C VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

HARRISON’S STATISTICS AT THE 
2019 DISTRICT 12C VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT 

Harrison junior, Aleena Bacon, jumps for a spike against Twin Bridges during the 
2019 District 12C Volleyball Tournament Oct. 31. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE
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SPORTS

BHHSMT.COM 
ENNIS: 406.682.5002
SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 
TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

PENDING LISTINGS 

• Incredible Madison Range views 
• 3 bd, 2 ba, 1,773± sf home 
• Large deck, two car garage & shop

Jill 
Gaar

sales associate
406.580.5636     

15 MYLANE ROAD, ENNIS 
#339500

LET US HELP YOU 
Get  your Property 

SOLD! 

• 3,222± sf, 2bd, 2ba home
• 200± feet Mill Creek Frontage
• 3 garage spaces & shop 

Dawn
Dickson 

sales associate
406.600.4802

203 MILL STREET | SHERIDAN
#331633

• Very unique home 
• 2,299± sf, 2 bd, 2 ba home 
• Garage & incredible views! 

Holly 
Driskill

sales associate
406.451.3527 

301 S HAMILTON | VIRGINIA CITY
#336022

• 3,276± sf custom log home on 46± acres
• Recent updates-counter tops & appliances
• Greenhouse, workshop, garage & guest studio

Michelle
Van Dyke

broker
406.596.0805  

18 WHITE ROCK LANE | WATERLOO
#333773

• Affordable 25± acre horse property! 
• Barn, Shed, large yard, beautiful views! 
• 3 bd, 2 ba home 

Joszie 
Driear 

sales associate
406.580.5636     

SILVER SPRINGS ROAD | SHERIDAN 
#339624

• Fly Fisherman’s dream property! 
• Granite counters, stainless appliances
• 199± feet of River Frontage! 

Rikki
Dilschneider 

broker
406.581.5155  

MOONWATER LANE | CAMERON 
#331956

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

By HANNAH KEARSE

Madison County’s American Legion post are 
exceptionally active in their communities in the 
Ruby and Madison Valleys. 

Sheridan American Legion Post #89 and the 
Twin Bridges Post #31 celebrated their 100th 
year of operations in 2019. Ennis’ Post #65 has 
a shorter history due to being closed down 
for several years. They have been in operation 
for about five years, providing veterans with 
helpful services and adding to their community 
involvement with each passing year.

The American Legion is the nation’s largest 
wartime veterans service organization, com-
mitted to mentoring youth and sponsorship of 
wholesome programs in communities, advo-
cating patriotism and honor, promoting strong 
national security and continued devotion to 
servicemembers and veterans. It is a nonpar-
tisan, not-for-profit organization that depends 
entirely on active membership, participation 
and volunteerism.  

“Our purpose is to support vets who’ve served 
and who live in our valley,” Sheridan Post #89 
Agent Mike Morgan said. “A combination of 
providing a center location to share vet com-
radery and programs that are run by the VA in 
support of vets and/or sponsored by Legions.”

All the American Legion Posts in Madison 
County provide honors guards funerals for 
veterans and mark their graves with American 
flags each Memorial Day. They also are involved 
in the schools, sponsoring Boys’ State and Girls’ 
State for junior high schoolers to learn about 

government. 
Twin Bridges and Sheridan’s posts award cash 

prizes and scholarships to students each year 
that compete in the constitutional essay contest 
and oratorical contest. Twin Bridges gave 29 
school awards last year amounting to about 
$1,400 in cash prizes. Winners have the op-
portunity to advance to state level and national 
level competition. The winner of the National 
Oratorical Contest wins $18,000 in scholarship 
money.

Ennis’ Post #65 commander Lee Sargent 
delivers Meals on Wheels several times a week 
from the Ennis Senior Center. 

“It’s good because I can see veterans and see if 
they need any help,” Sargent said.

Twin Bridges Post #31 offers hospital beds, 
wheel chairs, walkers and a few power scooters 
for the community to use for free as long as they 
need. 

“Our post is very active,” Agent of the Twin 
Bridges American Legion Post #31 Doug Mar-
tin said. “We get state awards all the time for it.”

Sheridan Post #89 is working on a new 
project surveying civil war veteran graves in 
the Ruby Valley cemeteries and putting up new 
markers. Morgan believes that the Sheridan 
Post has a good base of women members to 
make progress in improving representation and 
aid to women veterans. Of the 93 members at 
the Sheridan American Legion Post #89, 12 are 
women.

“One area that really needs more attention in 
the Legions and VA in general is women vets,” 
Morgan said.

VOLLEYBALL
 Falcons swoop 

in at fourth
Tournament Match #1
Twin Bridges Falcons vs 
Harrison Wildcats
Oct. 31
Win
25 – 7, 25 – 7, 25 – 16 

KILLS
Team total: 19
Individual leader: Callie Kaiser
Individual total: 6

BLOCKS
Team total: 7
Individual leader: Callie Kaiser
Individual total: 4

DIGS
Team total: 9
Individual leader: Jasmine Banks
Individual total: 4

ASSISTS
Team total: 16
Individual leader: Fran Pollorena
Individual total: 9

ACES
Team total: 10
Individual leader: Ashleigh 
Guinnane/ Avery George/ Hadley 
Johnson
Individual total: 3

Tournament Match #4
Twin Bridges Falcons vs Granite 
Prospectors
Oct. 31
Loss
19 – 25, 16 – 25, 21 – 25

KILLS
Team total: 19
Individual leader: Callie Kaiser
Individual total: 10

BLOCKS
Team total: 1
Individual leader: Avery George
Individual total: 1

DIGS
Team total: 14
Individual leader: Ashleigh 
Guinnane 
Individual total: 8

ASSISTS
Team total: 17
Individual leader: Fran Pollorena
Individual total: 11
ACES
Team total: 3
Individual leader: Callie Kaiser
Individual total: 2

Tournament Match #8
Twin Bridges Falcons vs 
Sheridan Panthers
Nov. 1
Win
25 – 10, 25 – 6, 25 – 22

KILLS
Team total: 18
Individual leader: Callie Kaiser 
Individual total: 10

BLOCKS
Team total: 9
Individual leader: Callie Kaiser
Individual total: 7

DIGS
Team total: 14
Individual leader: Ashleigh 
Guinnane
Individual total: 12

ASSISTS
Team total: 16
Individual leader: Fran Pollorena 
Individual total: 9 

ACES
Team total: 12
Individual leader: Avery George
Individual total: 5

Tournament Match #10
Twin Bridges Falcons vs 
Drummond Trojans
Nov. 1
Loss
17 – 25, 24 – 26, 16 – 25

KILLS
Team total: 15
Individual leader: Callie Kaiser 
Individual total: 8

BLOCKS
Team total: 6
Individual leader: Callie Kaiser
Individual total: 3

DIGS
Team total: 14
Individual leader: Jasmine Banks
Individual total: 6

ASSISTS
Team total: 13
Individual leader: Fran Pollorena
Individual total: 8

ACES
Team total: 6
Individual leader: Ashleigh 
Guinnane/ Avery George
Individual total: 3

TWIN BRIDGES’ STATISTICS AT THE 2019 DISTRICT 12C 
VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

Freshman Falcon Callie Kaiser spikes the ball during the first match of the 2019 District 12C Volleyball 
Tournament Oct. 31. PHOTO BY HANNAH KEARSE
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MADISON County weather
Thursday

Fr iday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote of the 

Week:

Partly cloudy. High 57F. Winds 
SSW at 5 to 10 mph.

“The most 
beautiful 
thing we can 
experience is 
the mysterious. 
It is the source 
of all true art 
and science.”

- Albert Einstein

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Mostly cloudy. High 52F. Winds 
NNW at 5 to 10 mph.

Sunshine along with some cloudy 
intervals. High 47F. Winds S at 5 
to 10 mph.

Mostly sunny skies. High 44F. 
Winds NNW at 10 to 20 mph.

Cloudy and damp with rain early...
then becoming partly cloudy. Low 
36F. Winds NW at 10 to 20 mph. 
Chance of rain 70%.

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Ke’lah Savage-Willauer, MSW, LCSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker #7713

Peak Mental Health, LLC
phone: 406-925-9441

email: peakmentalhealth@gmail .com

Your 
partner 

in 
community. 

 
682-7755

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Where Eastern Medicine 
Meets The West.

MTX RANCH
NO HUNTING

NO TRESPASSING
Ranch Property Adjacent to 

William’s Creek Rd
Brown’s Gulch Rd
Hungry Hollow Rd

and within Linder Gulch
is

PRIVATE PROPERTY 
POSTED & PATROLLED

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Tobacco Root Flooring
 in Sheridan, MT

Licensed and Bonded
40 years of experience

We sell all types of flooring products and
install with competitive prices.

We also refinish and sand wood floors.

Call 406-842-7133
5050 US Hwy 287 N. Ennis

 

Sunday, November 10th
FREE breakfast for community members 

and veterans! 
9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

Please call 682-4244 with any questions
Madison Valley Baptist Church 

& Ennis American Legion Post 65

MADISON VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH HOSTS

406-581-3531 (cell) or 406-682-7236 (office)
P.O. Box 63 - Ennis, Montana 

bid@3rivers.net

CROY
construction

Licensed - Insured - Professional
 Custom Homes - Residential  - Commercial

Gary Croy 
 owner

dark

get
d o n’t

l e f t
in the

read public notices
w w w . M o n t a n a P u b l i c N o t i c e s . c o m

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION
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panorama
November 7, 2019

Patchwork Pals Quilt Guild 
presenting Quilts of Valor on 

Veterans’ Day
Submitted by PATTY BATES

Twenty-four veterans — from all 
branches of the military and who 
served in a variety of different 

eras — will be honored for their service with 
Quilts of Valor during Sheridan School’s 
annual Veteran’s Day tea on Nov. 11. 

Patchwork Pals Quilt Guild of the Ruby 
Valley, representing the Quilts of Valor Foun-
dation, will be presenting quilts made by the 
Guild to local veterans for their service in the 
military. Quilts are presented to all mili-
tary service members regardless of conflict, 
declared war or otherwise, in which they 
served. 

Each quilt is pieced, quilted, and bound 
with love and admiration. There are three 
layers of the quilt, each with its own meaning: 
The top layer represents the community, the 
second layer (the batting) gives comfort and 
peace and healing, and the third layer, the 
backing, represents the strength of the recip-
ient, the community and the nation. Quilts 
of Valor are lifetime awards, include labels 
branding them a Quilt of Valor, a certificate 
of authenticity, and are registered to each 
recipient with the QOV Foundation. 

The Guild has been making Quilts of Val-
or and presenting them to service members 
and veterans in the Ruby Valley area for the 
past four years. This year will mark the 80th 
quilt presented. The Guild is planning to 
continue this effort, and is seeking informa-
tion on local veterans to honor in the future. 
Veterans can be nominated by anyone, or can 
nominate themselves. To make a nomination, 
please contact guild president Patty Bates at 
(406) 865-0018. 

The group estimates the cost of com-
pleting a Quilt of Valor to be around $200 
each, which does not include the quilter’s 
time. Please contact the Guild If you’d like to 
donate in support of this work. 

The mission of the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation is to cover service members and 
veterans touched by war with comforting and 
healing Quilts of Valor. Over 230,000 quilts 
have been awarded internationally in the 
program. To learn more about Quilts of Valor 
visit: www.qovf.org. 

QUILT AWARDS RECORDED
 

Quilts Awarded This Week:
681

Quilts Awarded This Month:
681

Quilts Awarded 2019 YTD:
24,073

Total Quilts Awarded:
233,183

Courtesy of Quilts of Valor Foundation

Clockwise, starting top far left:

Donna Trischman and Patty Bates 
making their quilt presentation in 
2018.

Quilt pieced by Patty Bates and quilted 
by Jill McIntosh.

Quilts laid out for presentation 2018.

Veteran’s gathering at the Sheridan 
School tea in 2018.

 PHOTOS COURTESY PATTY BATES

Quilt of Valor ready for 
presentation by Sandy Taylor.

PHOTO COURTESY PATTY BATES



BE WELL

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
FLU SHOT CLINICS

WHEN:
Weds., October 9th &  
Weds. October 30th

9 A.M. – 5:30 P.M.

WHERE:
Mac’s CHC Pharmacy
317 Madison, Sheridan

(406)842-7434
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

COVERED BY MOST 
INSURANCES or 

Cash $25

New compound helps find early 
signs of liver damage

Ruby Valley
Medical
Center

 Office Visits
 Well-Woman Exams
 DOT Physicals
 Chiropractic Care

 Acute and Chronic Health Care
 Evaluation and Treatment for Mental Health Issues

 Tele-medicine to off-site specialists

 Well-Child Check-Ups
 Life Insurance Exams
 Sports Physicals
 Osteopathic Care

Accepting most insurance including Medicare & Medicaid
Sliding Scale Payment Program available based on income

Ruby Valley Medical Clinic Offers Chiropractic Care!
Dr. Kathy Meyer from Whitehall Chiropractic sees patients in the

Twin Bridges clinic every Tuesday and Thursday.
Call 684-5564 to set up an appointment! 

The surgeon you 
can talk to about:

Dr. Nicholas Fromm isn’t just a great  
general surgeon, he’s also great to 
talk to. Dr. Fromm is friendly, non-
judgmental, and at ease with being 
asked anything. He performs a wide 
range of procedures here at Barrett 
Hospital & HealthCare, and is ready 
to start the conversation that will get 
you on your path to your best health. 
Whether you’ve been putting off a 
colonoscopy, are wary of getting 
a hernia repaired, or aren’t 
sure where to start with your 
gallbladder problems,  
Dr. Fromm is here to talk  
to you. 

 relief from hernia
 a colonoscopy
 Endoscopies
 Gallbladder problems
 anything

600 MT Hwy 91 South, Dillon, MT 59725

Make an appointment with Dr. Fromm today. 
Call 406-683-1188 or visit barretthospital.org for more information.  

Submitted by 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES 

OF HEALTH

A new compound that 
binds to, and enables MRI 
imaging of, liver cells in the 
early stage of disease, has 
been developed by scientists 
supported by the National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism (NIAAA), part of 
the NIH.  Researchers report 
that, in imaging studies of 
animal models of liver disease, 
the new compound (a pro-
tein-based MRI contrast agent) 
can accurately detect early 
stages of chronic liver disease, 
including mild fibrosis. The 
new compound was also able 
to assess the severity or stage of 
liver damage without the need 
of biopsy. An invasive proce-
dure that involves the surgical 
removal of liver tissue, biopsy 
is the current standard for 
diagnosing and staging chronic 
liver diseases.

Article
M Salarian, RC Turaga, S 

Xue, M Nezafati, K Hekmatyar, 
J Qiao, Y Zhang, S Tan, OY  
Ibhagui, Y Hai, J Li, R Muk-
kavilli, M Sharma, P Mittal, 
X Min, S Keilholz, L Yu, G 
Qin, AB Farris, Z-R Liu, and 
JJ Yang. Early detection and 
staging of chronic liver diseases 
with a protein MRI contrast 
agent. Nature Communications 
DOI: 10.1038/s41467-019-
11984-2 (Oct. 29, 2019).
Funding

This research was funded by 
NIAAA through a NIH Small 
Business Technology Trans-
fer (STTR) program grant to 
InLighta BioSciences L.L.C., of 
Atlanta, Georgia.  The principal 
investigator is Jenny J. Yang, 
Ph.D., the founder and presi-
dent of InLighta Biosciences.   
Dr. Yang is also a Professor of 
Chemistry in Georgia State 
University’s Center for Di-
agnostics & Therapeutics in 
Atlanta.  Additional support 

was provided by the National 
Institute of Biomedical Imaging 
and Bioengineering, the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, and the 
National Center for Research 
Resources.

About the National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alco-
holism (NIAAA): The National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism (NIAAA), 
part of the National Institutes 
of Health, is the primary U.S. 
agency for conducting and sup-
porting research on the causes, 
consequences, diagnosis, pre-
vention, and treatment of alco-
hol use disorder. NIAAA also 
disseminates research findings 
to general, professional, and 
academic audiences. Addition-
al alcohol research information 
and publications are available 
at www.niaaa.nih.gov.

About the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH): NIH, 
the nation’s medical research 
agency, includes 27 Institutes 
and Centers and is a compo-

nent of the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices. NIH is the primary 
federal agency conducting and 

supporting basic, clinical, and 
translational medical research, 
and is investigating the causes, 
treatments, and cures for both 

common and rare diseases. For 
more information about NIH 
and its programs, visit www.
nih.gov.

Novel collagen-targeted protein MRI contrast agent enables non-invasive detection of early stage of liver 
fibrosis by MRI.  PHOTO COURTESY OF NIH

Submitted by ASHLEY PONTIUS
 newsandexperts.com

 
Even a small child knows 

that people breathe through 
their noses. 

Except, of course, that little 
fact of anatomy isn’t always true. 
Often, people breathe through 
their mouths, unaware that this 
habit could be a sign of potential 

problems brewing.
 “In many cases, people 

breathe through their mouths 
because the airways through 
their noses are blocked,” says Dr. 
R. Craig Miller (www.themi-
llercenter.com), a dentist and 
author of Get Back Your Smile, 
Take Back Your Life.

 “If the situation isn’t ad-
dressed, the airway issues can 

just get worse.”
 Among the problems caused 

by or connected to blocked air-
ways and mouth breathing are 
misaligned teeth, inflammation 
of the tonsils and adenoids, an 
enlarged uvula, obstructive sleep 
apnea and TMD, a disorder of 
the jaw muscles or joints. 

A variety of treatment op-
tions can help alleviate some of 

these problems, Miller says. Just 
a few of those treatments are:

 Laser light therapy. This 
therapy can provide immediate 
relief for TMD, although its 
effects are temporary. “In spite 
of its name, there is no heat 
or burning sensation as you 
might think, which is why we 
refer to it in my practice as cold 
laser,” Miller says. This therapy 

has been shown to increase 
circulation by stimulating the 
formation of additional blood 
vessels to replace damaged ones. 
The therapy also stimulates 
the production of collagen, the 
essential protein used to repair 
and replace damaged tissue.

 CPAP (continuous positive 
airway pressure). With a CPAP 
machine, patients wear a mask 
during sleep that seals over their 
nose and mouth, or over their 
nose only. The CPAP opens up 
the airway, Miller says, by feed-
ing positive air pressure though 
the mask via a hose connected 
to the CPAP machine. CPAPs 
have their problems, though, 
he says. They can cause lacer-
ation of the bridge of the nose, 
rawness in the throat, bloating 
in the stomach, nasal congestion 
and sleep deprivation. People 
also aren’t always good about 
using them.

 Oral appliance therapy for 
OSA. An oral appliance that is 
custom-designed and fabricated 
for the individual patient can 
provide relief for sleep apnea, 
Miller says. Known as mandib-
ular-repositioning appliances, 
they are worn during sleep and 
reposition the lower jaw, ad-
vancing it forward to change the 
shape of the airway and open it 
up to make breathing easier.

 Surgery. Surgery can be 
helpful where there is an an-
atomical obstruction, such as 

large tonsils or adenoids, or an 
enlarged uvula, Miller says.

 “It’s better for your health to 
take care of your mouth-breath-
ing problem, perhaps in more 
ways than people realize,” Miller 
says. “Nose breathing is proper 
breathing. It allows you to smell 
some of life’s beautiful scents, 
but also acts as a detector when 
air is unhealthy.

 “Breathing through the nose 
also promotes a more meditative 
state, helping you stay calm-
er by reducing anxiety while 
improving your ability to think 
clearly. All in all, it’s important 
to remember that noses are 
for breathing, mouths are for 
eating.”
 
About Dr. R. Craig Miller

Dr. R. Craig Miller (www.
themillercenter.com), author of 
Get Back Your Smile, Take Back 
Your Life, is a dentist who offers 
general, cosmetic, restorative, 
and surgical services. He is on 
staff at Saint Barnabas Hos-
pital in Livingston, NJ, and at 
Newark Beth Israel Hospital in 
Newark, NJ, where he teaches 
dental residents restorative, 
implant, and advanced cosmet-
ic dentistry, along with dental 
sleep medicine.  He earned his 
doctor of dental medicine degree 
(DMD) from The University of 
Medicine and Dentistry of New 
Jersey, now known as the Rutgers 
School of Dental Medicine.

Is mouth breathing harming your health?
Four ways to ensure your lips are sealed
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COMMODITY INSITE: A SCIENCE AND AN ART  by Jerry Welch

Trading commodities and in 
particular agriculture markets 
such as grains and livestock the 
past few months has been frus-
trating, exasperating and hum-
bling. And not because money has 
been lost and forecasts off base 
and wrong. It has been a tough 
environment because in most 
cases, the ag-markets have simply 
gone nowhere. 

In fact, there are only two 
commodities in the past months 
that have been in a trend and gone 
somewhere.  One is cattle where 
futures bottomed in early Sep-
tember near $98 and approached 
$119 this week. The other is hog 
futures where prices peaked out 
in late September, shy of $73 but 
approached $63 this week. The 
livestock complex possesses the 
single most bullish ag-market 

anywhere while also owning the 
most bearish ag-market any-
where.

Hog prices continue to leak 
despite news articles about swine 
fever in China devastating their 
hog herd. Weekly, there is news 
about how much U.S. pork is go-
ing to be sold to China and other 
countries struggling with swine 
fever. All my work suggests loudly 
that a global shortage of pork will 
indeed lead to a historic rush to 
buy U.S. pork despite hog prices 
being the most bearish of ag-mar-
kets. Hog futures are quite bullish 
long term.

Just how bad is it in China 
and Asia regarding the scarcity 
of pork? From the South Chi-
na Morning Post, “China’s pork 
shortage puts dog and rabbit meat 
back on the menu in rural com-

munities. The price of pork con-
tinues to surge across China be-
cause of supply shortages driven 
by the poor handling of African 
swine fever. Chinese people are 
looking for alternatives, includ-
ing dog and rabbit, as the coun-
try’s most popular meat becomes 
unaffordable.” 

Also from the South China 
Morning Post, “And there is no 
sign China’s pork crisis will be 
over any time soon. China’s Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics said the 
average price of pork nationwide 
shot up 69 per cent in Septem-
ber from a year earlier, pushing 
the consumer price index up to 3 
percent per cent the limit of Bei-
jing’s inflation tolerance for 2019. 
Prices are expected to rise further 
given the continued decline in the 
country’s stock of pigs.”

But trading other ag-markets 
such as grains has been as disap-
pointing and baffling as hogs fu-
tures. In the grains, tweets, press 
releases and jaw-boning flow out 
of the White House about a trade 
deal to be struck with China al-
lowing the U.S. farm economy to 
improve. A few weeks ago, Presi-
dent Trump stated that U.S. farm-
ers need to buy more land and 
newer tractors to keep up with 
the demand about to come from 
China. It has yet to happen!

It is very difficult to trade 
commodities profitably be they, 
ag-markets, metal markets, cur-
rencies, stock futures, and so on. 
Commodity trading is high risk 
speculation and not for everyone. 
And the frustrating and bewil-
dering commodity markets over 
the past few months shows clearly 

why trading is as much a science 
as an art.

History, on the other hand, 
shows that frustrating and chal-
lenging markets have been seen 
before. In fact, back in 1978, an up 
and coming singer whose name 
escapes me, had a big hit with a 
song entitled, I believe it was, 

“Mamas Don’t Let Your Ba-
bies Grow Up To Be Commodity 
Traders.” And here is, if I recall 
properly, the second verse of that 
all time classic;

 “Mamas, don’t let your babies 
grow up to be commodity traders.

Don’t let ‘em pick guitars or 
drive them old trucks

Let ‘em be doctors and lawyers 
and such

Mamas don’t let your babies 
grow up to be commodity traders

‘Cos they’ll never stay home 

and they’re always alone
Even with someone that has 

margin money.”
But I must, ‘fess up” while at-

tempting to make a point. I fess 
up about that song above. That is 
not the right title. And the first 
name of the vocalist that turned it 
into an all time classic hit is Wil-
lie. If you can’t figure out the true 
song title and vocalist, drop me a 
line and I will let you know. 

The point I wish to make is 
this. There are looming weather 
issues facing U.S. grain and live-
stock producers in 2020. Find a 
book, take a course, call someone 
and learn about the art and sci-
ence of trading commodities. If 
history repeats itself this growing 
season as I expect, trading com-
modities may be a talent to cher-
ish and appreciate.

While sitting in the airport, I glanced up to look around.  That’s when I saw him take a seat.  
A GI duty-bound.

The soldier, dressed in khaki, sat there lonely in his chair.  He did not say a word.  His eyes were fixed 
hard in a stare.

His black hair trimmed back short; the uniform was neatly pressed.  He looked sharper than a preacher all 
decked out in Sunday best.  

So, I mustered up the courage, then I offered my handshake.  The soldier shook my hand.  For sure this 
man was no cupcake.

I thanked him for his service, his defense of liberty.  He said, “Our country needs good men.  
It might as well be me.”

His said his aged grandpa, who had just turned ninety-five, had flown a plane in World War II.  Barely 
made it home alive.  

His grandpa was his mentor.  I’d say hero says it best.  The young man now turned soldier trying hard to 
pass this test.  

The soldier said he had two years left ‘fore he’d call it quits.  ‘Cuz every time he’d leave his home, for 
dang sure was the pits.

I asked him ‘bout his family.  Has a wife and two young sons.  He said his boys think Daddy is away out 
shooting guns.  

When a lady with the microphone then called the soldier’s name.   He said, “I better get on board.”  
He thanked me just the same.  

He rose up from his chair.  We stood there looking face to face.  That day I’d met a soldier who deserved 
our God’s pure grace.

I watched him board the airplane.  Dang near took my breath away, just knowing that this soldier repre-
sented USA.  

What kind of man will risk his life to keep us safe and free?  While rich and spoiled celebrities will rudely 
take a knee.

For those who’ve served our country and to soldiers who were slain.  Let’s not forget our veterans.  
They did not serve in vain!

The Soldier

columns
Hollowtop Smoke Signals

By Art Kehler

At my feet, coursed a rivu-
let small enough to step across. 
Mimicking frolicking diamonds, 
sunbeams from the sapphire 
summer sky careened across its 
rippled surfaces.  Akin to liquid 
crystal, water flowed over stones 
seemingly smoothed to a sinu-
ous bed. At the meadow’s end, a 
silvery strand dropped precipi-
tously over a narrow ledge, fun-
neling unfettered as through a 
bottomless hourglass.  Crowding 
the brook’s banks watercress held 
the adjacent meadow at bay.  As 
if scattered by a carefree hand, 
scarlet Indian paintbrush, velvet 
purple monk’s hoods, and bright 
yellow glacier lilies dared dis-
rupt the greenery of the narrow 
grassy carpet.  A gentle breeze 
ferried the invigorating scent of 
pines.  The nearby evergreens 
spread their limbs as protective 

wings over the diminutive park.  
In places, lengths of shadow from 
the Douglas Fir and Lodge Pole 
Pine turned the translucent water 
a subtle hue of green.  

To the uncaring eye, surely 
the tiny park seemed no more 
than an insignificant opening in 
a far-off forest.  However, to me, 
it was a place impervious to time 
and man.  So, I tarried there for 
how long I don’t know while that 
which lay before me etched itself 
into that portion of the mind that 
harbors surreal visions.  Rising at 
last to leave, I knew that someday 
I would return.  

Admittedly, the hike up the 
mountain was noticeably more 
difficult than two decades pre-
viously.  Still, the livid green 
lower-elevation forests and the 
lingering image of the destina-
tion encouraged my steps.  After 

topping the rounded foothills, 
I wandered the deep woods 
searching for familiar signs.  In 
time, sunlight trickling through 
the trees led me to the sought af-
ter opening.  

Time judges not.  It is neither 
kind nor cruel, it neither heals 
nor wounds; it just is.  Rather it is 
those events which occur beneath 
its all-encompassing umbrella, be 
they natural or human induced, 
that either restore or blight our 
planet and, by intimate associa-
tion, our lives.  Still, knowledge 
of such stark realities did not pre-
pare me for what lie ahead. 

The rivulet still coursed the 
length of the park and ephem-
eral diamonds still sparkled on 
its riffles. The grass was lush and 
wildflowers reigned as colorful 
as ever.    However, this time, the 
breeze was sterile on strike down.  

Beneath the lengths of shadow 
along the tiny stream’s course, 
the reflection of the hovering 
trees tinted the water a pallid red 
not unlike paltry blood.  

Indeed, the forest scarcely 
resembled a forest at all. Rusty-
hued red needles sagged from the 
Lodge Pole Pine limbs. Scabs of 
pitch covered myriad tiny holes 
bored into the trees. Around 
their trunks lay rings of flesh, the 
gluttonous regurgitation of pine 
beetles.  The towering pines ap-
peared as mastodons pierced by 
myriad spears, sagging as their 
life’s blood oozed from leak-
ing wounds.  Numerous other 
evergreens stood black as coal 
with naked limbs.  Collectively 
they appeared as a forest petri-
fied without aid of molten lava.  
Gazing beyond the park, red and 
black trees stretched for as far as 

the eye could see.  Beneath them, 
Mother Earth lay as an open 
crypt waiting for the fall of her 
dying children, one by one.  

Never had I witnessed mor-
tality on such an incomprehen-
sible scale.  It was as though a 
plague of biblical proportions 
had descended.  A sense of cold 
dread ensued, as I could envision 
no way to impede its advance.  
My mind railed at conceptual-
izing possible final outcomes, 
all seemed inconceivable.  I 
shuddered to consider the con-
sequences for our wild brethren 
that abide in that timber.  

Unable to accept what my 
eyes reflected, I stood dumb-
struck amidst the silent scourge 
until dark clouds, gathering 
overhead, demanded attention.  
Suddenly, the realization dawned 
that one bolt of lightening could 

spark an inferno I had no hope of 
escaping.  For the first time ever, I 
found myself hurrying away from 
a forest. The very setting to which 
I had always retreated to restore 
a sense of wonder and peace 
had been distorted to a place of 
gloom and apprehension. It was 
as though my world had been 
turned upside down. I stumbled 
over stones and dead tree limbs, 
while stifling a howl of revulsion.  
Never did I dream I would live to 
see my beloved timberlands suc-
cumb, without a murmur. I am 
not ashamed to admit that a part 
of me wishes I hadn’t.  

Art lives in Harrison, Mon-
tana.  His essays, stories, and poet-
ry have been published in newspa-
pers, journals, literary magazines, 
and on-line magazines.

Silent scourge
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comics & Puzzles

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Puzzle answers on B11

Sudoku

su
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

682-7755

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

H.F. Hardy
Painting inc.

paintdock @3rivers.net 842-5119 • Sheridan

FULL SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

Jan Wood

600-2518

Clothing Alterations
Custom Sewing
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MARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

ESTATE SALES

MORE 
Marketplace on page B6

FOR RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished 
apartments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. 

Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 
406-682-5737.

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apartments 
available in Ennis. A/C, washer/
dryer equipped, private location. 
4 month lease, $750 per month 
plus security deposit, utilities 

included, non-smoking, no dogs. 
Call Erich Vogeli, Manager at 

406-682-5737.

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

581-9254

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

FOR SALE

ean
Window
Cl      ing

Gary Kinney
Call 702-5372
or Text 596-7003

Chimney & Vent 
Cleaning

HELP WANTED

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting 

applications for a full-time 
Patient Coordinator.  This 

is a permanent position 
eligible for benefits.  Please 

visit www.RVMC.org/
career-opportunites for more 

information and to apply 
on-line.  

For Rent, Available November 
1:  professional office space in 
Lone Elk Mall. 120sf. Includes 
common area conference room, 

utilities, and other amenities. 
$285/mo. 640-1351

The Ruby Valley Medical 
Center is accepting  

applications for the following 
nursing positions: (1) Full-

Time Registered Nurse 
(benefits available), (2) 

Full-Time Licensed Practical 
Nurse (LPN, benefits 

available), (3) Full-Time 
Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA, benefits available) 

(4) Registered Nurse, PRN, 
(5) Temporary Certified 

Nurse Assistant (6-8 weeks, 
full-time), and (6) Certified 

Nurse Assistant, Per 
Diem.  We have a dynamic 

and supportive nursing 
team.  Join us!  Please visit 
www.RVMC.org/career-

opportunites for more 
information and to apply 

on-line. 

Tools for sale. Delta 14” band 
saw, extra blades. 10” Sears table 
saw, saw blades and hand saws. 
Please call for an appointment. 

682-7129

Notice is hereby given that 
pursuant to Montana Codes 

Annotated, the appointment of 
one (1) trustee position for the 
Twin Bridges Public Schools 
will take place at the regular 
board meeting scheduled for 

November 12, 2019 at 7:00 pm.
The term for the position is 
until May 2020. Interested 

parties must be of voting age, 
reside within the Twin Bridges 

Public School District and 
submit a letter of interest to the 
District Clerk at no later than 
4:00 pm Thursday, November 
7, 2019. Interviews will take 

place November 12, 2019 at the 
regular board meeting.  

Twin Bridges Public Schools
216 W. 6th Avenue, P.O. Box 

419
Twin Bridges, MT 59754

Phone: 406-684-5656
Fax: 406-684-5458

www.Able Estate 
Sales.com 

Able’s Rare 
Vintage Collection 

SHOP FROM HOME!!!! 
NOW until Nov. 6th Bid/

BUY On-Line Only 
A great mixture of unique 
things including Montana 
historical items; Bannack 
and Butte Mining things; 

Books; Antique Dolls; 
Decor items; Great Gift 

Items; Old Hunting; 
Vintage Jewelry; Fine Art; 

Many Pre-1900 things; 
Signed NFL Footballs; 
Wood carvings; Mid-

century items; and, more! 
This is an ON-LINE 

ONLY auction. Lots close 
quickly – Great Assortment 

Wednesday evening, 
November 6th, every 

minute. Bid in advance, 
starting right now. 

See Photos and Info at: 
www.AbleEstateSales.

com Mike & Cheryl 
Gordon 406-842-5251

FREE

Free: spent grains for your 
livestock, you haul. 

Call 600-5302

BUSINESSES THAT DONATED TO ENNIS LIONS HALLOWEEN BINGO 2019

A very special thank you to the

Alley Bistro                                                          
Antler Design

American Land Title Co.                                    
Avery Oliver

Beartooth Fly Shop                                            
Berkshire Hathaway/ 

Melinda Merrill
Blue Moon Saloon                                             

Bottle Barn
Bynee’s                                                                

Christensen Rentals
Cabin Creek                                                         

Cyn-Mar Construction
Daily Grind & Whispering 

Willow                   
D & D Auto

Debbie Coffman                                                  
Ennis Chamber

Ennis Lumber Co.                                                
Ennis Pharmacy 

Ennis RV Village                                                  
Ennis Trading Post
Ennis True Value                                                 
Ennis Veterinary

ERA - Arrow Real Estate                                    
Family Dollar Store
First Interstate Bank                                          

Gallery 287
Jack Creek Preserve                                           

Lure Me Inn
The Madisonian                                                         
Madison Foods

Madison Laundry                                               
Madison River Fishing/Trout 

Stalkers
Madison River Propane                                    

Madison Theatre 
Madison Valley Bank                                        

Maples Coffee
Mountain View TV                                             

My Home In Montana
Nacho Mama’s                                                   

Nearly New
Northern Energy Propane                                

Park City Auto
Plain Janes                                                           

Rainbow Valley Lodge
Re-Max Mountain Property                            

Rocky Mountain Supply 
(Cenex)

Shannon Heckler                                                 
Shedhorn Sports

Tackle Shop                                                          
Titan Inc. 

Mel’s Barber Shop                                               
Pic-A-Nic Basket

Madison Meadows Golf 
Course

THE ENNIS LIONS CLUB thanks all of these Sponsors 
for their continued generosity to our fundraisers. 

RUBY VALLEY 
HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION

The Ruby Valley Healthcare 
Foundation is accepting applica-
tions for a part-time experienced 
bookkeeper to assist in managing 

the day-to-day accounting and 
financial requirements. Position 
is for approximately 10 +/-hours 
per month at an hourly rate to 
be determined depending on 
experience.  Skills required 

include advanced knowledge and 
proficiency in Quick Books, Ex-
cel,  Microsoft Office,  a strong 
knowledge of General  Account-

ing Principles and experience 
with data entry, record keeping 
and computer operation.  The 

successful candidate will be re-
quired to obtain an Independent 
Contractor’s License through the 
Montana Department of Labor 

and Industry and secure general 
liability insurance.  Interested in-
dividuals should send a cover let-
ter and resume to:  Ruby Valley 
Healthcare Foundation, P.O. Box 
564, Sheridan, Montana 59749.  
Attn: Bookkeeping Application

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Correct tree and shrub 
pruning and tree removal.

Ennis High School is accepting 
applications for a High School 
Girls Basketball Assistant for 

the upcoming 2019-2020 season.  
Applicants need to submit a 

resume, background check, and a 
district application.  This position 
will close 11/15/19.  Please con-
tact Mr. Hess at Ennis Schools 
with any questions. 682-4258.

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4.
PO BOX 171 

Ennis. 682-7844
Town Pump Match 

funds through November

SERVICES

PUBLIC WORKS 
POSITION OPENING

The Town of Ennis has a full-
time position opening in the 

Public Works Dpt. 
The position includes, but is not 
limited to, work in Water, Sewer, 

Parks and Streets. 
Applications may be picked up at 
Ennis Town Hall during normal 
business hours. Applications and 
resumes may be dropped off at, 

or sent to: Ennis Town Hall/Pub-
lic Works Dpt., 328 W. Main St., 

Ennis, MT. 59729.
Starting wage DOE. Applications 
accepted until position is filled.  
Questions regarding the position 
may be directed to Kelly Elser, 

Director of Public Works, @ 406 
682-4287. EEOC

Blake Leavitt
Mayor, Town of Ennis

The Madisonian in Ennis, 
Mont., is currently seeking a 
Circulation Manager/Office 

Assistant.
The position is responsible for 

delivery of our publications 
and assists with various office 

duties, as directed. He/she 
will ensure proper delivery of 
all of our publications, while 
growing our subscriptions 
and newsstand reach. This 

position also maintains office 
hours as necessary and 

assists his/her team members 
with varying tasks throughout 
the week. He/she is extremely 

dependable.
 The ideal candidate must be 
energetic and self-motivated 

with excellent communication, 
time management and 
problem solving skills. 

Must be computer literate, 
enjoy traveling throughout 

southwest Montana on varying 
road conditions, and be willing 

to assist the team with daily 
operations and the project(s) 
we’re working on at the time. 

Must have a valid driver’s 
license and clean driving 

record. Bending and frequent 
heavy lifting is required. PT /
FT is negotiable for the right 

candidate.
To apply, contact Erin Leonard 
at eleonard@madisoniannews.
com or stop in at 65 N MT HWY 

287 in Ennis.
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 more MARKETPLACE

 
    
 
Madison Valley Manor, Ennis, MT 
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly;  
 Dietary Aide/Cook-Part-time $14.45 to $18.16 hourly; 
 Licensed Practical Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $19.79 to $24.74 hourly;  
 Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly; 
 
Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center, Sheridan, MT  
 Certified Nurse’s Assistant/Aide-Full-time or Part-time $15.20 to $19.00 hourly; 
 Nursing Home Administrator-Full-time Salary DOE open until filled; 
 Registered Nurse-Full-time or Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly;  
 
Madison County, Virginia City, MT  
 Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor or Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Contract position (as needed) $300.00 per response; 
 Madison County Sheriff’s Office-Communications Officer, Virginia City-Full-time $17.24 to $21.22 hourly; and 
 Public Health Department Registered Nurse, Virginia City-Part-time $24.00 to $30.00 hourly. 
                                              

 
Please visit Madison County’s online employment page at www.madisoncountymt.gov  for additional information or contact the Human Resources Department at 406-843-4201. 

Madison County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.  
              

(Job Vacancy ad for Madisonian (11.06.19) 

 
Madison County Employee Benefits 

 
 Public Employees Retirement System – 5 Year Vesting 
 457 (b) Deferred Benefit Plan Option Savings 
 Paid Employee Health Insurance-BCBS optional dependent coverage 
 3–Weeks Paid Vacation + 12 days Sick Leave (pro-rated PT Employees) 
 10 Paid Holidays Per Year (11 paid holidays in even numbered years) 
 Employer Sponsored Life Insurance $20,000 
 Optional dental & life insurance benefits 

 
Visit our Employment page online at 

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
Join Our Team! 

Looking for a job?  For a new place to live? 
For a treadmill?
WE CAN HELP! 

Are you wanting to hire locally? 
Are you hoping to unload some firewood? 

WE CAN HELP!

Place  a classifed in 
The Madisonian. 

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Ad #235
Real Estate– Northwest Montana 

– Company owned. Small and 
large acre parcels. Private. Trees 
and meadows. National Forest 
boundaries. Tungstenholdings.

com (406) 293-3714

Ad #236
Northwest Community Health 
Center (NWCHC), Libby, MT 
looking for a Data Analyst and 

Quality Improvement.  Applicant 
must hold a bachelor’s degree 
in Business Administration, 

Finance, economics, 
mathematics, statistics, 

healthcare administration, Public 
Health, information management, 

2+ years experience analyzing 
data and preparing reports, 

graphs and information analysis 
to team or workgroup is required.  

1 year of health care system 
experience is preferred.  The 

Data Analyst will act as a quality 
consultant and expert on quality 

activities. To apply submit 
resume and cover letter to: 

Maria Clemons
(406) 283-6819 maria.clemons@

northwestchc.org

Ad #237
Northwest Community Health 

Center (NWCHC), Libby, 
MT, is seeking a professional, 

team-oriented individual 
to fill its open Licensed 

Addiction Counselor (LAC) 
Position.  Applicant must have 

comprehensive knowledge 
of addiction and therapeutic 

change processes.  Applicants 
must have a MT LAC or be 
license eligible. (Required).  
Applicants in the process of 

obtaining licensing will be 
considered. To apply submit 

resume and cover letter to: Maria 
Clemons (406) 283-6819 maria.

clemons@northwestchc.org

Ad #244
If you are reading this ad, you 

can see that classified advertising 
works! Reach over 400,000 

readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, service, 

event and business. To get 
results, contact this newspaper, 

or the Montana Newspaper 
Association at (406) 443-2850 or 
email stacy@mtnewspapers.com 
or member@mtnewspapers.com. 
25 words for the small investment 

of $149.

Ad #239
Northwest Community Health 

Center is looking for a motivated 
and team oriented Certified 
Medical Assistant or LPN to 
work full-time.  Job requires 

associates degree or higher from 
an accredited college, university, 

or technical school: 1 year 
recent or relevant experience 
in health care is preferred.  To 
apply submit resume and cover 
letter to: Maria Clemons (406) 

283-6819 maria.clemons@
northwestchc.org

Ad #240
Two Great Northern Town 

Center of Helena office spaces 
are open across the street 

from the Best Western Great 
Northern Hotel, conveniently 
close to other professionals in 
finance, real estate, and law. 

Several terrific dining options 

are located nearby as well. The 
available units include one space 

of approximately 150 sq. ft. 
adjacent to an approximately 100 
sq. ft. space within larger suite of 
occupied offices. Each office has 
its own door and offers a pleasant 
view through exterior windows. 

Monthly rent of $425 includes all 
utilities and condo fees. Contact 
member@mtnewspapers.com or 
mgibson@mtnewspapers.com to 

arrange for a viewing.

Ad #241
German Shepherd puppies, 3 
boys and 3 girls. Parents are 

AKC registered with excellent 
temperaments. Also, one house 
trained 8 month old male. Call 

(406) 973-2250.

ATTENTION EASTERN 
Montana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running Bi-Monthly 

routes. Actively seeking Coyotes, 
Heavy Cats, Fox, Deer/Elkhides 

and Antler. Coyote market 
exceptional. (308) 750-0700. 

www.petskafur.net.

Ad #253
In Glendive. German Shephard 

puppies. Parents AKC registered 
with excellent temperaments. 

$800 each. Will deliver to 
Billings for half deposit. For 

more info call (406) 973-2250.

YELLOWSTONE CLUB
2018 - 2019 WINTER SEASON

- HIRING ALL POSITIONS - 

Visit the hiring page, YC Careers at yellowstoneclub.com  
or visit https://harri.com/yellowstoneclubcareers

Join Yellowstone Club for the largest season in YC History 
with the opening of the new Village Core! 

Place Your Classified
682-7755
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
NOVEMBER 7, 2019

NOTICE OF HEARING ON NAME 
CHANGE
Montana Fifth Judicial District Court, Madison 
County. In the matter of of the Name Change 
of POVILAS JURENAS, Petitioner Cause No. 
DV-29-2019-63 This is notice that Petitioner 
has asked the District Court for a change of 
name from POVILAS SARUNAS JURENAS 
to PAUL SARUNAS JURENAS. The hearing 
will be on NOVEMBER 15 at 11:30 a.m. The 
hearing will be at the courthouse in Madison 
County. Date: OCTOBER 7, 2019 /s/ Karen 
J. Miller Clerk of District Court
(Pub. Oct. 24, 31, Nov. 7, 14, 2019) 
Jurenas 
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY IN THE 
MATTER OF THE ESTATE
Probate No. DP- 29-2019-25
OF
ALLEN G. POCHELON, 
(Deceased.) 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
undersigned has been appointed personal 
representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must either be mailed 
to John Warren, Attorney at Law, PO Box 28, 
Dillon, Montana 59725, or filed with the Clerk 
of the above-entitled Court. I declare under 
penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true 
and correct. 
DATED October 18, 2019. 
/s/Mary McDonald 
Personal Representative 
Personal Representative’s Attorney 
John Warren 
P. O. Box 28 Dillon, Montana 59725
(Pub. Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 2019) 
JOHN WARREN 
MNAXLP

PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO 
PROTEST ISSUANCE OF ONE NEW 
MONTANA ALL-ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES LICENSE
VILLAGE SPIRITS 2 LLC (, Owner(s)) has 
applied for one new Montana All-Alcoholic 
Beverages License No. 25-999-4533-009 
to be operated at VILLAGE SPIRITS 2 
LLC, 16 Warrens Way, Big Sky, Madison 
County. The public may protest this license 
transfer in accordance with the law. Who 
can protest this transfer? Protests will be 
accepted from residents of the county of the 
proposed location Madison County, residents 
of adjoining Montana counties, and residents 
of adjoining counties in another state if the 
criteria in 16-4-207(4)(d), Montana Code 
Annotated (MCA), are met. What information 
must be included? Protest letters must be 
legible and contain (1) the protestor’s full 
name, mailing address, and street address; 
(2) the license number 25-999-4533-009 
and the applicant’s name VILLAGE SPIRITS 
2 LLC; (3) an indication that the letter is 
intended as a protest; (4) a description 
of the grounds for protesting; and (5) the 
protestor’s signature. A letter with multiple 
signatures will be considered one protest 
letter. What are valid protest grounds? The 
protest may be based on the applicant’s 
qualifications listed in 16-4-401, MCA, or 
the grounds for denial of an application in 
16-4-405, MCA. Examples of valid protest 
grounds include: (1) the applicant is unlikely 
to operate the establishment in compliance 
with the law; (2) the proposed location cannot 
be properly policed by local authorities; and 
(3) the welfare of the people in the vicinity 
of the proposed location will be adversely 
and seriously affected. How are protests 
submitted? Protests must be postmarked to 
the Department of Revenue, Office of Dispute 
Resolution, P.O. Box 5805, Helena, Montana 
59604-5805 on or before December 1, 2019. 
What happens if the transfer is protested? 
Depending on the number of protests and 
the protest grounds, a public hearing will be 
held in Helena or Big Sky. All valid protestors 
will be notified of the hearing’s time, date and 
location. Hearings typically are scheduled 
within 90 days. A protester’s hearing 
testimony is limited to the grounds in the 
protester’s letter. Following the hearing, the 
Department of Revenue will notify the public 
whether the license transfer is approved or 
denied. How can additional information be 
obtained? The cited MCA statutes are online 

at leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/. Questions may 
be directed to Jamie Williams, Compliance 
Specialist for the Department of Revenue’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Division, at 444-
0712 or jwilliams@mt.gov.
(Pub. Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2019) 
DEPT OF REV.
MNAXLP

PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO 
PROTEST TRANSFER OF 
OWNERSHIP OF MONTANA 
ALL-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
LICENSE
GOLF SPIRITS LLC (, Owner(s)) has applied 
to transfer Montana All-Alcoholic Beverages 
License No. 25-999-4503-002 to be operated 
at GOLF SPIRITS, 14 Double Eagle Way, 
Big Sky, Gallatin County. The public may 
protest this license transfer in accordance 
with the law. Who can protest this transfer? 
Protests will be accepted from residents of 
the county of the proposed location Gallatin 
County, residents of adjoining Montana 
counties, and residents of adjoining counties 
in another state if the criteria in 16-4-207(4)
(d), Montana Code Annotated (MCA), are 
met. What information must be included? 
Protest letters must be legible and contain 
(1) the protestor’s full name, mailing address, 
and street address; (2) the license number 
25-999-4503-002 and the applicant’s name 
GOLF SPIRITS LLC; (3) an indication that 
the letter is intended as a protest; (4) a 
description of the grounds for protesting; 
and (5) the protestor’s signature. A letter with 
multiple signatures will be considered one 
protest letter. What are valid protest grounds? 
The protest may be based on the applicant’s 
qualifications listed in 16-4-401, MCA, or 
the grounds for denial of an application 
in 16-4-405, MCA. Examples of valid 
protest grounds include: (1) the applicant 
is unlikely to operate the establishment in 
compliance with the law; (2) the proposed 
location cannot be properly policed by local 
authorities; and (3) the welfare of the people 
in the vicinity of the proposed location will 
be adversely and seriously affected. How 
are protests submitted? Protests must be 
postmarked to the Department of Revenue, 
Office of Dispute Resolution, P.O. Box 5805, 
Helena, Montana 59604-5805 on or before 
November 18, 2019. What happens if the 
transfer is protested? Depending on the 
number of protests and the protest grounds, 
a public hearing will be held in Helena or 
Big Sky. All valid protestors will be notified 
of the hearing’s time, date and location. 
Hearings typically are scheduled within 90 
days. A protester’s hearing testimony is 
limited to the grounds in the protester’s letter. 
Following the hearing, the Department of 
Revenue will notify the public whether the 
license transfer is approved or denied. How 
can additional information be obtained? The 
cited MCA statutes are online at leg.mt.gov/
bills/mca_toc/. Questions may be directed 
to Jamie Williams, Compliance Specialist 
for the Department of Revenue’s Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Division, at 444-0712 or 
jwilliams@mt.gov.
(Pub. Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 2019) 
DEPT OF REV.
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Madison County Board of Commissioners 
will not be holding their regular Commission 
meeting on Tuesday, November 12, 2019.  
The next regular meeting following this date 
will be held on Tuesday, November 19, 2019.
(Pub. Oct .31, NOV. 7, 2019) 
MADISON COUNTY COMMISIONERS
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
AND FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT/RECORD 
OF DECISION
Improvements to Ennis Big Sky Airport 
(EKS) Madison County, Montana Interested 
parties are hereby notified that Madison 
County, Montana and the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) have prepared an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and the 
FAA has prepared a Finding of No Significant 
Impact/Record of Decision (FONSI/ROD) 
for improvements at the Ennis Big Sky 
Airport (Airport Location ID EKS). The 
airport is located in the Madison Valley of 
southwestern Montana approximately seven 
miles south-southeast of the Town of Ennis 
and is owned and operated by Madison 

County (Airport Sponsor). Madison County’s 
purpose for pursuing improvements at EKS 
is to safely and efficiently accommodate 
the critical aircraft (or grouping of aircraft 
with similar characteristics) currently using 
and forecast to use EKS. To accomplish 
this, improvements and modifications 
must be made to facilities at the Airport in 
accordance with the FAA’s recommended 
design standards and guidance to address 
a change in the critical aircraft using the 
facility. The actions described below are 
collectively referred to as the Proposed 
Action. The proposed improvements would 
modify the existing airport configuration to 
provide a 100-foot-wide by 7,600-foot-long 
paved runway constructed to C-II-5000 
standards and a 35-foot-wide full-length 
parallel taxiway. The airport improvements 
associated with the Proposed Action include: 
acquisition of land for airport purposes; 
perimeter fencing; construction of a 999-foot-
long northerly extension to the existing 
runway along with associated widening and 
reconstruction work on the existing runway; 
rehabilitation of the existing partial parallel 
taxiway and an extension to provide a full-
length parallel taxiway; additional runway 
and taxiway lighting; removal of several 
airport buildings; reconstruction of the South 
Apron; taxilane improvements; relocation 
of navigational aids and weather reporting 
equipment; relocation of the self-service fuel 
dispensing unit; removal of 14 CFR Part 77 
airspace obstructions; and amending the 
existing instrument approach and departure 
procedures. The EA has been prepared in 
accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 and the Council of 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) guidelines. The 
purpose of the EA is to assess the effects 
on the human and natural environment 
associated with the Proposed Action. The EA 
evaluated two alternatives—the No Action 
Alternative and the Proposed Action which 
would improve facilities at the airport. The 
FONSI/ROD is the FAA’s finding that the 
Proposed Action will not have a significant 
effect on the human and natural environment 
associated with the proposed improvements. 
The FONSI/ROD and Final EA are available 
for public review at the following locations 
during regular business hours: 1. Madison 
County Commissioner’s Office 103 W 
Wallace St Virginia City, MT, 59755 2. 
Madison Valley Public Library 210 E Main 
Ennis MT 59729 3. Ennis Big Sky Airport 
(Choice Aviation) 35 Runway Road Ennis, 
MT 59729 The FONSI/ROD and Final EA 
can also be reviewed at: http://www.rpa-hln.
com/ennis-airport-final-ea.html Additionally, 
a link for viewing the FONSI/ROD and Final 
EA is provided on the “ Public/Legal Notices” 
webpage of Madison County’s website. 
This FONSI/ROD constitutes a final order 
of the FAA Administrator and is subject to 
the exclusive judicial review under 49 USC 
§ 46110 by the US Circuit Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia or the US Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the circuit in which the 
person contesting the decision resides or 
has its principal place of business. Any party 
having substantial interest in this order may 
apply for review of the decision by filing a 
petition for review in the appropriate US 
Court of Appeals no later than 60 days after 
the order is issued in accordance with the 
provisions of 49 USC § 46110. Any party 
seeking to stay implementation of the ROD 
must file an application with the FAA prior 
to seeking judicial relief as provided in Rule 
18(a) of the Federal Rules of Appellate 
Procedure.
(Pub. Nov. 7, 14, 2019) 
MC Commissioners
MNAXLP

MADISON COUNTY PLANNING 
BOARD NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
The Madison County Planning Board 
will conduct a public hearing on Monday, 
November 25, 2019 at 6:15 pm in the Public 
Meeting Room of the Madison County 
Administrative Office Building, 103 W 
Wallace, Virginia City, Montana. The Board 
will consider the agenda item and make a 
recommendation to the Board of County 
Commissioners who will take final action. 
A request for Preliminary Plat approval 
has been submitted by C&H Engineering 
and Surveying Inc. on behalf of Adrienne 
Kirby for Preliminary Plat approval of Kirby 
Minor Subdivision. Located in the Big Sky 
vicinity, the proposal is to divide a single 
3.39-acre lot (Lot 1) from the 7.28-acre 
parent tract which is currently developed 
with a single family residence. Accessed 
from private Summit View Drive, Lot 1 is 
proposed to be developed with a single 
family residence to be served by a new 
individual well and a new onsite wastewater 
treatment system. The application includes 
a ‘Variance’ request to the design standards 
outlined in Section IV-A-9.c of the Madison 
County Subdivision Regulations, to allow 
the subdivision to be accessed via a private 
road within a gated community. The subject 
property is legally described as Lot 11A of 
the Amended Plat of Lots 10 and 11 Summit 
View Subdivision Phase II in the west half 
of Section 20, Township 6 South, Range 3 
East, P.M.M., Madison County, Montana. 
Comments are encouraged to be submitted 
and should be received by 3:00 p.m. on 
November 25, 2019, and may be sent to 
the Madison County Planning Board by: 
Mail to P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, Montana, 
59755; Fax to (406) 843-5229; or E-mail 
to planning@madisoncountymt.gov. Oral 
or written comments may also be given 
at the public hearing. The preliminary plat 
and supplemental information pertaining to 
this proposed subdivision is available for 
review 15 days prior to the public hearing 
at: • Madison County Planning Office, 103 
W. Wallace, Virginia City; • Madison Valley 
Library, 210 West Main Street, Ennis; • 
Big Sky Fire Department, Station 1, 650 
Rainbow Trout Run, Big Sky Call (406) 843-
5250 for more information. Darlene Tussing, 
President, Madison County Planning Board
(Pub. Nov. 7, 14, 2019) 
Madison County Planning Board 
MNAXLP

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE ZONE 
CHANGE REQUEST
On November 14, 2019, 6:45 p.m., at Ennis 
Town Hall the Zoning Board of Adjustment will 
review, take comments and make a decision 
on a Zone Change Request application 
submitted by J&SH Property Management, 
LLC. The property for the request is described 
as: Love Addition of Town of Ennis, S33 T05 
SRO1W Block 6, Lots 1 & 2. The request 
is to change the zoning from Highway 
Commercial to Residential Town Density. 
Information and a copy of the Zone Change 
Request application may be viewed at Ennis 
Town Hall, 328 W. Main Street, during normal 
business hours. Public Comment may be 
given at the meeting or in writing and sent 
to Town of Ennis, 328 W. Main Street, Ennis, 
MT. 58729 or faxed to 406 682-5011. Written 
comments must be received no later than 
3:00 p.m. on November 14, 2019.
(Pub. Nov. 7, 14, 2019) 
Town of Ennis
MNAXLP

Just wanted to tell you that I got an overwhelming 
"yes" from my State Council counterparts on the 
advertising we talked about yesterday.  We are 
going to go with the 2 weeks of $1,250 and then 
hopefully get a few larger ads in the 7 papers we 
talked about on Veterans Day.  

Anyway, I've attached the logos that we need in the 
ad.  I think the Innovation Grant Winner logo 
includes the SHRM Foundation logo so we 
probably don't need both, I realize we are limited 
on space.  

Montana SHRM State Council was the recipient of 
the SHRM Foundation Innovation Grant.  $10,000 
to promote the SHRM Foundation's Veterans At 
Work Certificate Program across the State of 
Montana.  The program was developed to help 
employers, business owners, and front-line 
supervisors implement best practices for attracting, 
hiring and retaining veterans.  The program is 
completely FREE to all participants.  It is the goal 
of the Montana SHRM State Council to get 1,000 
certified individuals in the State!  

Some Details:  
Veterans at Work

Certicate Program

Veterans hiring is

not only a good idea,

it's good business!
The Montana SHRM 
State Council thanks our 
Veterans, Guard and 
Reserve for their service.  

For more 
information 
contact:

The Montana Society for Human Resource 
Management State Council supports veterans hiring.

The Veterans at Work Certificate Program is a free way to help 
employers, business owners and supervisors implement best

practices for attracting, hiring and retaining veterans.
Help us reach our goal of 1,000 Veterans at Work

certificates in Montana. 
Contact us for a FREE presentation on the program!

Ronda Wakefield, SHRM-SCP, SPHR
Montana SHRM State Council
ronda@nwmthrsolutionsllc.com
406-250-1120 — montana.shrm.org

ASK FOR
ACCESS

TO HUNT 
& FISH ON 
PRIVATE
LAND

a friendly reminder from#ASK4ACCESS

FWP.MT.GOV
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Missouri River Corps of Rediscovery
Part 21:  THE HUNTED

“Saw great numbers of goats or Antelope on Shore... in the evening I discovered a number of Indians on each Side and goats in 
the river or Swiming & on Sand bars, when I came near Saw the boys in the water Swiming amongst the goats & Killing them with 
Sticks, and then hauling them to the Shore    those on Shore Kept them in the water, I saw 58 Killed in this way and on the Shore, 
the hunter with Cap Lewis Shot 3 goats   I came too and Camped above the Ricara Camp on the L. S.  Several Indians visited us 

duereing the night Some with meat, Sang and were merry all night.”
—William Clark, October 16, 1804

Column and photos by 
THOMAS J. ELPEL

Pronghorn, a.k.a. American 
antelope, or “goats” to Lewis 
and Clark, are the fastest land 
animals in North America, 
capable of running at speeds 
up to 55 mph in short bursts. 
Before firearms, people hunted 
with whatever weapons they 
could improvise with their 
own hands, aided by skill and 
a great deal of opportunis-
tic good luck. The Sahnish 
people, better known as the 
Arikara—whom Lewis and 
Clark referred to as the Ricara, 
Stararee, Rickarree or Rees—
herded pronghorn into pens 
where the animals could be 
slaughtered, or in the instance 
above, caught them crossing 
the river.

Like the pronghorn, we are 
also vulnerable in the water, 
our little ship bobbing around 
in the waves of the lake that 
drowned the river. We are 
the hunted, living a game of 
cat and mouse with the wind, 
scurrying from one protective 
cove to another when the wind 
is momentarily absent. We 
boldly bolt across the open 
lake when the wind is asleep.

The grassy prairie hills re-
main unseasonably green, the 
flatter portions plowed into 
corn fields that extend to the 
water’s edge. Corn-fattened 
deer actively graze in the eve-
ning light. I took several shots 

with my camera, but without 
a proper zoom, the shots went 
wide, and the deer escaped 
unscathed.

We camped at State Line 
Resort one night, then lingered 
half the next day hoping for 
a break in the wind. Finally, 
we puttered across the border 
from North to South Dakota, 
trying to outrun the wind. 
We could handle the breeze 
where the lake was narrow and 
the waves small, but the open 
waters of Pollack Bay mag-
nified the swells higher than 
any we’ve encountered. Yet, 
these were surprisingly gentle 
big waves, and our principal 
challenge was the forward and 
back lurch of John’s canoe in 
tow.

John progressively tied his 
canoe closer and closer to the 
Contraption to reduce the tail 
wag effect, yet the wind and 
waves still sent him lurching 
into the back of our ship. Scott 
moved the line to the outside 
of his canoe to protect the 
outboard motor, but the swells 
provided enough lurching mo-
mentum to repeatedly snap the 
550-lb. rated paracord. After 
several failed tries, plus a loop 
back to retrieve a lost paddle, 
we finally motored ahead to 
a protective bay to wait while 
John paddled to catch up.

Fossil baculites littered the 
lake shore, plus I found a small 
squid fossil and the imprint 
of a large clam, all snapshots 

of an even more watery world 
from 135 million years ago. 
We finally got our break when 
the wind settled down in the 
evening, and we made a run 
for our campsite, setting up 
tents just before darkness. 

Another day brought us to 
Mobridge where we met up 
with Scott’s girlfriend Margie, 
who flew in from Colorado 
for the weekend. With Mar-

gie’s rental car, we toured the 
Sitting Bull and Sacagawea 
monuments, the Klein Muse-
um, and the local cuisine. A 
country drive took us through 
corn fields, sunflowers, and a 
few bean fields, all traditional 
crops previously grown by the 
Hidatsa, Mandan, and Arikara 
tribes. 

Our attempt to leave 
Mobridge was stymied by the 

cat stalking the lake. We’ve 
learned to monitor hour-by-
hour wind forecasts to seize 
opportunities as they arise. 
With late afternoon wind pro-
jected to switch from south-
east to northwest, we slipped 
though the gap and covered 
fifteen miles in four hours, 
salvaging the day. 

Moving south, the land 
becomes softer, the grassy hills 

rounded and tree cover largely 
absent. This is more what we 
imagined the Dakotas would 
look like, albeit, not so green. 
A morning start was cut short 
when the cat blew by, sending 
us scurrying for a protective 
bay. 

An outboard motor should 
make the journey easy, but we 
only gained 3.5 miles the next 
day, wind bound until night. 

A fossil baculite, squid, and the imprint of a clam shell, snapshots of a watery world from 135 million years ago.

NOVEMBER is the 
month to be Thankful and 
here at Ennis Veterinary 
Hospital,
we are extremely thankful 
for our furry loved ones.

Dr. Stacy would like to offer a 
special promotion
 for our Ennis and West 
Yellowstone clients.

During the month of NOVEMBER, Ennis Veterinary Hospital 
will be running a special price on microchipping:
$20.00 for microchipping and$19.99 for registration fee
 (A $30.00 savings!)
 
A HomeAgain microchip is your pet’s permanent ID.
A pet microchip—the size of a grain of rice—goes beneath your pet’s skin. This 
permanent ID can never be removed or become impossible to read. 

HomeAgain uses this ID to contact you and reunite you with your pet.
Microchips carry only a unique identification number. If your pet gets lost and is 
taken to a vet clinic or animal shelter, your pet will be scanned for a microchip 
to reveal his unique ID number. That number will be called into the pet recovery 
service, and you will be contacted using the contact information on file with your 
pet’s microchip. Microchipping can be performed 
on cats as well.
Over 2,000,000 pets have been reunited with their 
loved ones.

If you are interested in having your pet 
microchipped using this special, 
please contact us at Ennis Veterinary 
Hospital at 682-7151.

406-682-7151  |   www.ennis.vet

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued on B9
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  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

- 
Area Senior Meals

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Tonya Whaley

Office: (406) 842-5934
 

Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges

Worship & Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

 
Bethel UMC

Sheridan
Worship 8:30 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Donna Gilman 596-0456

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.
May - August ~ 9:30 a.m.

Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible
In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. STEVE HUNDLEY
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Find Fellowship 
With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

Tu e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Man must attach himself  to an 

infinite reality, so that his glory, his 
joy, and his

progress may be infinite.
Only the spirit is real; everything 

else is as shadow.
All bodies are disintegrated in the 

end; only reality subsists.
All physical perfections come to 
an end; but the divine virtues are 

infinite.
www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 

Bahá’ís of Madison County

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

advertise in The Madisonian. 
call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Get Results.
Call 682-7755

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.ChristianScience.com

–   LIFERING   –
A Life Ring group is starting in En-

nis. Lifering is an abstinence-based, 
worldwide network of people seeking 
to live in recovery from addiction to 
alcohol or non-medically indicated 
drugs.

In Lifering, we offer each other 
peer-to-peer support to encourage 
personal growth and empowerment. 
Those interested in participating, can 
call 682-4463.

3 RIVERS 
Family Church

NON- DENOMINATIONAL
Worship - Sundays - 10:30 am

“Join the Revolution”
3648 MT Hwy. 287

 Sheridan, MT
3RiversFamilyChurch.org

Monthly Open 
Bible Study & Discussion

Families, kids & everyone welcomed!   
4th Saturday each month 2-5pm

Twin Bridges 
Senior & Community Center

March 23 topic: Book of Esther
Info (406) 684-5181 Scott or Dawn

ENNIS SENIOR CENTER
315 W Main Street: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. – 

2 p.m., Reservations 682-4422.  To help us plan, please 
call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery or if 

you plan to dine in.
Thursday, November 7 – Chicken parmesan, noodles, 
veggies, dessert
Friday, November8 – Clam chowder,  salad, corn 
muffin, dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.
Monday, November 11 – Broccoli beef, rice, roll, 
dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, November 12 – White chicken lasagna, salad, 
garlic bread, dessert - “Pan” at 12:45 p.m.
Wednesday, November 13 – Cranberry chicken salad, 
roll, dessert - Mahjong at 1 p.m.
Thursday November 14 – Corned beef & cabbage, 
potatoes, dessert - “Red Hat Ladies”
Friday, November 15 – Patty melt, sweet potato fries, 
veggie sticks, dessert - Pinochle at 12:30 p.m.

SHERIDAN SENIOR CENTER
The Sheridan Senior Center is closed and meal service 

has commenced at the new facility. 
201 Crofoot Street (the former Ruby Valley Medical 

Clinic). M-F at noon for meals, $4.

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St., in Valley Assembly (formerly New 

Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 

for more information.

MEALS ON WHEELS, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 

years and older, Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to 
eat at the Senior Center, family style for $4 or have their 
meals delivered for $4.50. Delivered meals are within the 
city limits of Sheridan and should be called in by 10 a.m. 

Contact Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

VIRGINIA CITY CAFÉ 
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over 
will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for $4.00.

Thursday,  November 7 - Lasagna, garlic toast,  salad and 
dessert
Tuesday, November 12 - Beef pot pie, dessert

TWIN BRIDGES 
SENIOR CENTER 

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center 
provides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and 
Community Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and 
up (spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for 

meals are appreciated. 
Activities resume for the winter months: Bingo on 

Monday with Gayle
Card Games on Wednesday The Senior Center Group 

meets the first Monday of each month at 6 p.m. 

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Peter Rosenberger
Minister of Music
Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
Weds. Nights ~ prayer meeting 6 p.m.

.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

MISSOURI CORPS OF REDISCOVERY continued FROM B8

All meals served with fresh home baked bread and your choice of beverage

Finally, we got a calm day and made a run for it. Ten 
miles later the propeller stopped turning.

Paddling to shore, we neophytes disassembled the 
propeller and noticed the broken pin that connects the 
propeller to the shaft. We rummaged through our gear for 
a reasonable substitute. The wire handle on my stain-
less-steel Zebra pot exactly matched the diameter. In less 
than an hour we completed our redneck repair. We were 
still congratulating ourselves on our resourcefulness when 
John pointed out two spare pins conveniently attached to 
the bottom of the motor. 

With one day of good weather, followed by a fore-
cast for wind and rain, we raced for Oahe Dam at four 
miles per hour and covered 40 miles in one long day. We 
then took a layover day in a sheltered bay to wait out the 
storm. 

Our final day of Lake Oahe consisted of grey skies, 
temperatures in the mid-50s, blustery winds and waves 
lapping over the sides of the canoes. We finished Oahe 
damp and chilled, immensely grateful for help from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to portage us around Oahe 
Dam. 

Thomas J. Elpel is the author of numerous books on 
wilderness survival, nature, and self-reliant living. Go to 
www.Elpel.info to learn more about the Missouri River trip, 
Tom’s books, and the expedition fundraiser for the Jefferson 
River Canoe Trail.

We visited the Sitting Bull Memorial near Mobridge, 
South Dakota.

We cut a new pin for the propeller from the handle of my stainless-steel Zebra pot.

Laurin

at 11 am

at 8 am

Saturday at 4 pm

Weekday Mass:
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30am at St. Joseph’s

Wednesday 9am at St. Patrick’s
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N    RRIS HOT SPRINGS
LIVE MUSIC IN THE DOME

50-MILE GRILL & CAMPGROUND OPEN!
HWY 84 @ HWY 287   •   15 MILES NORTH OF ENNIS

OPEN 10AM - 10PM DAILY      CLOSED TUESDAY ONLY
NORRISHOTSPRINGS.COM   •   406-685-3303

FRI 11/8

SAT 11/9

SUN 11/10

HEADWATERS
ACOUSTIC BLUES
 LOGAN DUDDING
ACOUSTIC AMERICANA

ACOUSTIC ROLL
ROOTS ROCK

EVENINGS: ADULTS $8 • SENIORS $6.50 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) $6 SHOW TIME AT 7:15 PM, BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 6:30 PM

Now playing:
Maleficent: Mistress Of Evil (PG)

Please call to verify for last minute changes 682-4023 | 115 Main St, Ennis
EnnisMovies.com | Facebook.com/MadisonTheatreEnnis

Let’s Go to the Movies this Weekend!
Friday 7:15 • Saturday 7:15 pm • Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
JUDY (Judy Garland) (PG13) The Current War: Director’s Cut (PG13) and Playing With Fire (PG)

PHOTO BY JANA BOUNDS

MONDAYS 

2:30 p.m.
Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City
Meeting the first Monday of 
each month from 2:30 - 4:30 
p.m. at Thompson-Hickman 
Library.

10:30 a.m.
Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis
Meet on the second Monday 
of every month.
ennisartsassociation.org

5:15 P.M.
First and Third Monday 
of Every Month. Free 
Meditation Classes at 
Sheridan Public Library.

TUESDAYS
9:30 a.m.
Commissioner’s Meeting, 
Virginia City
Madison Co. Commissioners 
meet every Tuesday in the 
Annex Building.

10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City
Every Tuesday at the 
Thompson Hickman Library.

11 a.m.
Second Tuesday of Every 
Month, Cardiac Support 
Group
Heart to Heart meets at the 
Ennis Public Library.

6 p.m. 
First and Third Tuesday of 
Every Month
Dementia Care Giver 
Support Group
Join us at the Tobacco Root 
Care Center Conference 
Room. The third Tuesday is 
a training session. Call Gale 
at 406.842.5600 or Karen at 
406.842.7164

7 p.m.
Movie Night, 
Virginia City
Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 
Madison County Library
Every other Tuesday night.

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.
For all ages and skill levels - 
Two Tables
At the Pony School
Info @ 685-3481

Support group, Ennis
Ennis family and friends 
support group for those 
struggling with addiction. 5 
p.m. 100 Prairie Way, 599-
3659.

WEDNESDAYS
8:30 a.m.
TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 
at 9 a.m.
Meetings at 9:30 a.m. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. Jeanne, 
682-3299 

9:30 a.m. 
Yoga with Emily 
Join us for yoga with Emily 
at the Thompson- Hickman 
Madison County Library 
community room. 

10:30 a.m. 
Story Hour, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

10:30 a.m. 
Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley Public 
Library, 682-7244

11 a.m.
Baby Bistro, 
Ennis
First and third Wednesday 
of the month at the Madison 
Valley Public Library

2:30 p.m. 
Knitting, Twin Bridges 
Twin Bridges Library

THURSDAYS
MV Woman’s Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 
MONTH
September through May at 
noon at the Madison Valley 
Baptist Church

1 p.m.
MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH
Madison Valley Manor Sun 
Room

FRIDAYS
11 a.m.
Story Time, 
Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2. Madison 
Valley Public Library.  
682-7244

5:30 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

7 p.m.
Live Music - Norris

SUNDAY

2 p.m.
Live Music, Ennis
Willlie’s Distillery hosts live 
music in the tasting room
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If you would like to post an event 
on our events website, 

go to: OUTPOSTEVENTS.NET

The Virginia City Preservation Alliance will be 
holding its Annual Meeting and celebrating its 25th 

Anniversary on Sunday, Nov. 10, 2019.  The program 
will be held at the Elling House (404 East Idaho 

Street) beginning at 2 p.m.

The program will include presentation of awards for historical restoration and 
service, recognition of Past Presidents, election of new Board members, and guest 

speaker Mark Weber.  Mark will share the interesting story of the events which led 
to the founding of the VCPA.  All current VCPA members—and those interested in 

possibly joining—are encouraged to attend.

For more information contact Chris Leonard at: 
406-539-9862 or chris@konalow.com

Christensen
R e n t a l s

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Ask about the Weekend Rates: Pick up between 1 and 2.
Call for availability!

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Don’t forget Winter!  
Winterize your sprinklers!

We have log splitters and chimney brushes!

FRIDAYS DURING FOOTBALL 
SEASON

5 p.m. 
Virginia City Elks Lodge Friday Night 

“Happy Hours”
Bring an appetizer to share. Funds go 

to helping keep the Lodge open. 

MONDAYS THROUGH THE 
SUPERBOWL

6 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Virginia City Elks Lodge Monday 

Night Football
This is a fundraising effort to keep the 
Lodge open. Upstairs in the Bar at the 

Elks Lodge #390 in Virginia City.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
6 p.m. Mason’s dinner at Shovel and 

Spoon in Sheridan
If you are an 18 year old or older 

male, please join us for dinner to learn 
about our organization.

Margaret “Unsinkable Molly” Brown
7 p.m. 

Join us at the Elling House Arts & 
Humanities Center in Virginia City to 
learn about the enduring American 
20th Century’s myth of Margaret “Un-
sinkable Molly” Brown life. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7
5 p.m.  to 7 p.m. 

Ennis Chamber of Commerce 
Membership Appreciation Dinner

Dinner will be at Tavern 287 
on Main St. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Noon

Hispanic Contributions to Butte’s 
History

The Butte Archives’ featured speaker 
Dr. H. Rafael Chacón  will be held 
in the reading room of the Butte 

Archives. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

EHAHC Ornament Making Workshop
Assist the Elling Elves in creating 

handmade ornaments for Splendid 
Feast at the Elling House Arts & 

Humanities Center. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10
9-10:30 a.m.

Honor Our Veterans Breakfast
Free breakfast for Madison Valley 

veterans and community members 
hosted by Madison Valley Baptist 

Church and Ennis American Legion 
Post 65. At Madison Valley Baptist 

Church

2 p.m. VCPA Annual Meeting 
and 25th Anniversary

A presentation of awards for historical 
restoration and service, recognition 
of Past Presidents, election of new 
Board members and guest speaker 

Mark Weber. All current VCPA 
members—and those interested in 

possibly joining—are encouraged to 
attend. To be held at the Elling House 

in Virginia City

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
10 a.m. Veterans Tea

All Veterans and their family are 
welcome at the Sheridan Elementary 

Lunchroom.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 
6:30 p.m. 

Mental Health Support Group
Friends helping friends with 

challenges in mental health and 
addiction. Anxiety, depression, bi-
polar disorder, PTSD and related 

concerns in a safe, non-judgmental 
environment. Madison Valley Medical 

Center (enter at Emergency Room 
doors).

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
5:30 p.m. 

Sheridan Legion Post Open House 
and Veteran’s Symposium

Several veteran members will be on 
hand to discuss their service history 
and experiences while in service to 
their country.  Light snacks will be 
provided at the Legion Post 89 in 

Sheridan.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Noon

Brown Bag Lunch with Mike 
Dennison: Inside MT Politics

The Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives 

will continue its Brown Bag Lunch 
series with a presentation by journalist 

Mike Dennison. 

1 p.m.
Madison Valley Book Club

The Madison Valley Book Club will 
meet at the Madison Valley Public 
Library. The Alice Network by Kate 
Quinn will be discussed. Barbara 

Hoag will lead the discussion.
Any interested readers are welcome 

to attend.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
5 p.m. 

Virginia City Elks Lodge Fall Feed and 
Music

Please come and support the Elks. 
We are trying to raise money to stay 

open.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
10 a.m.

Madison County Democrats Meeting
Meeting in the Thompson-Hickman 

Library in Virginia City

2 p.m.
Meet Whitney Williams, 
Candidate for Governor

Come to the Thompson Hickman 
Library in Virginia City to learn about 

her background and ideas, and to ask 
questions of her as well.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17
Noon – 4 p.m.

Stain Glass Mosaic Class
At Artists on Main, Sunny Jaye will 

teach the class. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Pony Holiday Bazaar
DC club lunch served at the 

Hollowtop Senior Citizen Building. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Noon

Ruby Valley FFA Alumni Auction
Free lunch followed by a live and 
silent auction of over 100 items 

ranging from Christmas toys and gift 
certificates to farm & ranch supplies 
and hay at the Sheridan Elementary 

School.
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