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supply. The town is currently 
relying on two wells due to 
the failure of a third well, 
and Stump said he is work-
ing with engineers to acquire 
a good well site. Acquisition 
of an SRF loan will require 
a rate increase, the mayor 
reported.

Stump reported the 
recent meter-reader device 
failure caused the town to 
issue estimated water bills, 
and any customer who was 
over-charged would receive a 
credit on their next bill. 

Heidi Giem, certified pub-
lic accountant with Amatics 
CPA Group, presented the 
town’s annual audit report. 
The report indicated total 
town assets at more than 

$7 million. Giem reported 
no major negative findings, 
but reported a significant 
deficiency with the town’s 
segregation of financial du-
ties. The CPA said many small 
towns with a small adminis-
trative staff receive the same 
demerit every year. 

Sheriff Roger Thompson 
reported a good month for 
the town and county with 
no serious criminal activity. 
“The last four weeks have 
actually been pretty good 
around the whole county,” he 
said. “Some domestic things 
are starting to pick up but, 
for the most part, things are 
going pretty well.”

The sheriff reported his 
officers had responded to 
some minor incidents in 
Sheridan, including a bar 

fight, a hit-and-run with 
damage to a phone junction 
box, a fireworks complaint, a 
squatter at a motel, an aban-
doned vehicle, and vandalism 
of a plaque.

“We had a potential fight 
at one of the bars,” said 
Thompson. “By the time we 
arrived, both men had left, 
which is a good idea. If you’re 
going to fight, you ought to 
leave before the police arrive. 
That’s always a good thing.”

New Sheridan fire chief 
Ben Hitchcock reported the 
department is in need of a 
new fire truck. Hitchcock told 
council the VFD’s 1998 model 
fire engine is experiencing 
numerous mechanical issues 
with repairs estimated be-
tween $15,000 to $25,000. The 
chief said he had located an 

operational 2001 Pierce fire 
engine with a six-man cab in 
Chicago for $15,000. Hitch-
cock is investigating grants to 
pay for the replacement truck. 

The fire chief said he 
implemented the use of “run 
cards,” which establish proce-
dures for dispatching vehicles 
for certain types of calls. The 
chief said the cards would re-
duce the number of unneces-
sary vehicle runs. 

Hitchcock reported two 
new members had joined 
the VFD in the last month, 
bringing the department’s 
total membership to 13, 
including 10 firefighters and 
three junior firefighters. 

The next regular Sheridan 
council meeting is scheduled 
for Feb. 12 at 6 p.m. at the 
town offices. 

SHERIDAN from A1

Geoff Hamill
editor@madisoniannews.com

VIRGINIA CITY - The 
Madison County Commission 
elected commissioner Ron Nye 
as its new board chair on Jan. 
2. Commissioners Dan All-
hands and Jim Hart expressed 
confidence that Nye will do an 
excellent job.  “He’s a logical, 
level-headed, down-to-Earth 
guy who handles county busi-
ness quite well,” said Hart. 

“He has four years experi-
ence and he’s filled in for Jim as 
the chair and he’s done a good 
job,” said Allhands. “I think he’ll 
be fine.”

Hart, the outgoing chair, was 
elected president of the Mon-
tana Association of Counties 
last September, and assumes the 
office in December this year. His 
duties will require him to be in 
Helena or Washington, D.C., on 
a regular basis. 
Courthouse elevator project 
update

Bill Hanson with ThinkOne 
Architects provided an update, 
via teleconference, on plans to 
build an elevator in the Madison 
County Courthouse. Hanson 
reported the current plan places 
the elevator on the back side of 
the building. The commission 
hopes to receive a finalized plan 
and cost estimate within the 
next two months for consider-
ation. 

“It’s a tough one,”said Hart. 
“We’ve been working on court-
house accessibility for 15 years. 
Initially, it was with another 
architect. ThinkOne has been 
working on it for the past year. 
Each time we think we have a 
plan that would be workable, 
like in the middle of the build-
ing, we ran into problems. Each 
time, sadly, something isn’t 
workable because you’re trying 

to put something into a build-
ing that wasn’t initially designed 
for it. I have five or six or 10 
proposals, but each time, we run 
into some sort of challenge, so 
we try something else.”

Hart noted the building’s 
interior was remodeled with 
Save America’s Treasures grant 
funding before he became a 
commissioner, and the grant 
money came with restrictions 
on building modifications. But 
Hart believes the newest plan 
from ThinkOne might be an 
option that works. “No elevator 
is not an option anymore,” he 
said. “The option of no elevator 
going into the basement, into 
the sheriff ’s office, is part of 
what we have now decided. We 
were trying to get one into the 
basement to help the sheriff ’s 
office.”

Commissioner Dan All-
hands agreed that ThinkOne’s 
most recent plan could come to 
fruition. “We’re moving ahead 
and we’d like to get where we’re 
in a progressive state,” he said. “I 
think we’re headed that way. We 
should see some definite results 
here shortly. We just got another 
set of drafts on it. From the 
preliminary drawings we were 
given from the architect today, it 
looks good to me.”
Sheriff gets approval for digital 
evidence storage 

Following a presentation by 
Sheriff Roger Thompson and di-
rector of information technolo-
gy Chris Hunt, the commission 
authorized Thompson to move 
forward with procurement of a 
digital evidence storage system. 
Thompson said the system 
would consist of a secure com-
puter, located in the sheriff ’s 
office,  to store photographic, 
audio and video evidence. 

On Friday, Thompson dis-
cussed the need for the storage 

system. “As evidence collection 
become more technology-
oriented in law enforcement, it 
becomes more important that 
we continue to maintain the evi-
dence we’re responsible for safe 
and sound for those who need 
it,” wrote the sheriff in an email. 
“The Sheriff ’s Office is looking 
forward to this equipment that 
will also make us more effec-
tive on many investigations and 
allow us to be able to spend time 
on more issues the citizens care 
about.” 
In other business, the 
commission:

• Authorized Hart to pur-
chase a snowplow truck, in the 
event an insurance estimator 
totals a District 3 snowplow 
that was crashed. Hart said the 
county’s insurance will cover the 
cost of a repairs to or replace-
ment of the wrecked plow, as well 
as a recently purchased snow-
plow. “The insurance people were 
at the shop today, and we had it 
insured - not only the truck but 
the sander and the plow – for 
$130,000,” he said. “Our insur-
ance people were willing to cut us 
a check for a snowplow that we 
already purchased yesterday from 
an airport in Twin Falls, Idaho, 
which cost us $28,500.” 

• Authorized Allhands to 
locate and purchase a semi-truck 
to replace a 1993 model used by 
county road crews for hauling 
gravel. “The one that we’ve got 
has a million-and-a-half miles on 
it,” said Allhands. “Before we end 
up having to dump a bunch of 
money into it, we’re going to look 
to upgrade it.” 

• Approved a resolution set-
ting the county mileage rate at 
54.5 cents for the first 1,000 miles 
traveled in a calendar month and 
51.5 cents thereafter. If a business 
vehicle is available, but the public 
officer or employee chooses to 

use a personal vehicle, the rate of 
51.5 cents applies. 

• Set its weekly meeting dates 
each Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in 
the commissioners’ conference 
room.

• Established three places for 
posting public notices: the bulle-
tin board in the front entrance to 
the administrative building, the 
bulletin board in the first floor of 
the courthouse, and the bulletin 
board in the Virginia City Post 
Office. 

• Set the county rate of credit 
for incarceration at $69 per day, 
which equals the actual cost 
incurred by the sheriff ’s office. 

• Approved a progress pay-
ment of $152, 218 to Tamietti 
Construction for work on the 
new Laurin Bridge. The contrac-
tor is expected to complete the 
bridge by the end of this week. 

• Approved a payment of 
$32,907 to Robert Peccia and 
Associates for engineering work 
at the Ennis Big Sky Airport. 
Federal Aviation Administration 
funds will cover 90 percent of the 
cost. 

• Authorized the human 
resources department to recruit a 
new safety coordinator. 

• Approved an indemnifica-
tion and maintenance agreement 
for sidewalks with Ruby Valley 
Hospital. 

• Set a public hearing date 
for Jan. 16 at 11 a.m. for estab-
lishing county office hours. 

• Tabled action on: autho-
rizing use of disaster funds; 
support letter for re-naming 
Kelly Reservoir; district bound-
ary changes, and a fairground 
master plan. 

The next county commission 
meeting is scheduled for Jan 16 at 
9:30 a.m. in the commissioners’ 
conference room.

Nye elected 
commissioN chair

Social Package 
$84.45

• Unlimited 10 Mbps  
High Speed Internet PLUS  

Local Voice Service!  
 

• Email, surf and shop, download 
music, social media,  

share photos 

New Customers— 
Save $10/Month for One Year!

Streaming Package
$104.45  

• Unlimited 20 Mbps  
High Speed Internet PLUS  

Local Voice Service!   
 

• Stream video, online gaming, 
video chat 

 
 
 

New/Upgraded Customers— 
Save $15/Month for One Year!

Total Connect Package 
$124.45 

• Unlimited 30 Mbps  
High Speed Internet PLUS  

Local Voice Service!  
 

• Simultaneously stream HD 
video, intensive online gaming on 

multiple devices 
  
 

New/Upgraded Customers— 
Save $20/Month for One Year!

Now that Santa’s work is done, we’re sure you’ve 
got lots of new Wi-Fi hungry, Internet-connected 
gadgets around the house.

Call 3 Rivers at 467-2535 or visit 3rivers.net for information on how to 
upgrade to faster Internet today and save up to $240 per year! 

Download speeds are shown. Upload speeds are best available up to 10 Mbps. Speeds are not guaranteed and vary by location. Actual speeds 
depend on a variety of factors. Number of users/devices is estimated. Price does not include taxes and surcharges for local voice service. $45.00 
activation fee required for new customers. $150 equipment cost per router/modem or free with one-year commitment.  Not available in all areas. 
Subject to qualification by 3 Rivers. 

Santa’s Done - Now What?  

It may be time to upgrade your Internet!  
3 Rivers has the Internet service you need to power 
your family’s video streaming, allow lag-free gaming, 

video chat and more on all your new screens, 
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WINTERFEST

Intrepid broomball players took to the ice last Sat-
urday in Virginia City during Winterfest 2018. The 
festival featured a four-team broomball tournament, 
community camaraderie, good sportsmanship and 
a post-tournament celebration at the Pioneer Bar. A 
highlight video can be found on The Madisonian Face-
book page. (G. Hamill & C. Avey photos)

Intrepid broomball players took to the ice last Sat-
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oBiTUARiES
Steven Ray Aamold

October 14, 1953 - January 1, 2018

Dear Editor,

I would like to express my heart-felt thank you to all of the doctors, excellent nursing staff, volunteers, cleaning staff and physical 
and occupational therapists at the Madison Valley Medical Center. Too many people to name here -  and I fear I would forget someone. 
Thank you for the compassionate care and kindness extended to me as I stayed with my husband, Harvey - outcome to be determined 
yet. Thank you to our many family friends, you know who you are, for being there for me. Nowhere else would I have been treated so 
well, as I have been here in Ennis.

Sincerely, 
Patsy Eckert

Ennis

Thank you for your kindness and compassion

Dear Editor, 

Thank you to all who helped with the passing of Gaither Stewart. The Nursing Home staff was such a help in that last week. The 
Madison Valley Baptist Church was such a help to let us have the service there, and thanks to the ladies there who put on a dinner. 
Thanks to all who visited and brought food. Thank you to K&L Mortuary, as well.

A sincere thank you from the family of Gaither Stewart

Many thanks for your caring

Dear Editor,

We really enjoyed the article on Willie’s Distillery. Hopefully our new editor will see fit to cover more of our locally owned busi-
nesses. They are the lifeblood of our communities in Madison County and many have newsworthy stories to tell.

John & Janet Duncan
Ennis

Local businesses are the lifeblood of our communities

Steven (Steve) Ray Aamold 
passed away suddenly on Jan. 1, 
2018, at his home in Bozeman, 
after a courageous year-and-
a-half battle with lung cancer. 
Steve was born in Great Falls 
on Oct. 14, 1953, to Roland and 

Faye Aamold. Before graduating 
from Harrison High School in 
1971, he lived in Stanford, En-
nis, Butte and Harrison. Steve 
enlisted in the Army in 1971 
and served for three years dur-
ing the Vietnam war.

After graduating from the 
Aviation Maintenance Technol-
ogy program in Helena, Steve 
worked for a few years as a me-
chanic in Yellowstone National 
Park and the final 20 years 
before retirement as a property 
and maintenance manager in 
Bozeman. He had many talents 
and could fix almost anything 
mechanical or electrical.

Steve was a life-long learner 
and could intelligently converse 
on just about any subject. He 

extensively researched areas of 
interest. In addition to learning, 
he enjoyed reading, panning for 
gold, trips to the Oregon Coast, 
watching the Three Stooges, 
and cooking for his friends. He 
was an excellent cook and it was 
a blessing that he cooked and 
enjoyed New Year’s Day dinner 
with friends. Steve was a very 
private person and frequently 
grumpy on the outside, but had 
a warm heart of gold on the 
inside.

Steve’s parents, Roland 
Aamold and Faye Young, pre-
ceded him in death. He is sur-
vived by his stepmother, Dolly 
Aamold of Butte; sisters, Gayle 
Hokanson (Garry Spitzer) and 
Rhonda Mosteller of Bozeman; 

brother, Don (Bunny) Pres-
ton of Lakeside; nieces, Heidi 
(Brian) Morrison and Aimee 
Hokanson of Bozeman; neph-
ews, Lance (Natasia) Ek and 
Aaron Ek of Walla Walla, Wash., 
and many friends, including 
Tim Bell and Frank Baril of 
Bozeman.

A celebration of life will be 
held from 4 p.m.  to 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 12, 2018, at 644 St. 
Andrews Dr., Bozeman (586-
2987).

Donations in Steve’s honor 
may be made to the Bozeman 
Health Foundation (designa-
tion to the Cancer Center),  931 
Highland Blvd., Suite 3200, 
Bozeman, MT 59715 or a char-
ity of your choice.

Arthur J. Hall
June 19, 1935 - December 26, 2017

Arthur J. Hall, age 82, of 
Helena, passed away Dec. 26, 
2017 at St. Peter’s Hospital sur-
rounded by his loving family. 

Art was born in Butte, 
Montana on June 19, 1935. 
He was the only child born to 
Glenn and Teane (Mackey) 
Hall. 

He graduated from Jeffer-
son High School in 1953. Art 
attended a host of universities, 

and although he was just a few 
credits shy of graduating, he 
considered Northern Montana 
College to be his alma mater. 

On a weekend home from 
college, Art met the love of his 
life, Shirley Nyhart, of Twin 
Bridges. It was love at first sight 
for Art, and after some coerc-
ing, they began dating and later 
wed. They were married more 
than 50 years and together they 
raised six children.

Upon leaving college, Art 
moved back to Boulder and 
dedicated his professional life 
to social work. He spent many 
years working at the Montana 
State School, the Intermoun-
tain Deaconess Home, the 
Montana Developmental Cen-
ter and Westmont.

Art loved sports and his 
favorite teams included Capital 
High, Montana State, the Lak-
ers and the Dallas Cowboys. 

His most loved team though, 
was any that his children or 
grandchildren played on. He was 
known to heckle many a referee 
and it was not unusual for him 
to be “asked to leave” a sporting 
event. 

Art’s greatest achievements 
were his children and grand-
children. He had a special bond 
with each one. He was always 
stern but quick to forgive.

Art was diagnosed with 
terminal bladder cancer four 
years ago and he defied the 
odds. He fought a courageous 
battle, but in the end his body 
just gave out. His family finds 
comfort knowing that he is at 
peace and is free of pain in the 
arms of his Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

Art is survived by his wife 
Shirley; sons, Glenn “Chip” 
Hall, Deac (Laurie) Hall; 
daughters, Lisa Gadaire, Vina 

(Bryan) Watson, Tabitha Hall; 
grandchildren, Seth (Shannon) 
Gadaire, Brittany Middlesworth, 
Kelsi (Jeremy) Watson, Kruze 
Gadaire, Kieffer and Kobie Mor-
ley, Sage Hall, Rainee Watson, 
Mikayla, McCoy and Mikenlie 
Hall; four great grand children, 
sister-in-law, Gladys Davenport; 
brother-in-law, Ervin (Judi) 
Hedegaard; numerous nieces 
and nephews; and many “kids” 
who called him Dad.  He was 
preceded in death by his parents 
and his son, Ronald Banks.

A memorial service is sched-
uled for 2 p.m., Fri., Jan. 12th 
at Anderson Stevenson Wilke 
Funeral Home, with a recep-
tion to follow. Memorials are 
suggested to St. Peter’s Cancer 
Fund, Compassus Hospice or 
to donor’s choice. Please visit 
www.aswfuneralhome.com to 
offer a condolence to the family 
or to share a memory of Art. 
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Wildcats pounce on the Bears
The Harrison/Willow Creek Wildcats Creek got 

a home win on Jan. 5 with a 60-41 victory  against 
the Lima Bears. Derik DeFrance led the team 
with 21 points, 11 rebounds and four steals. Layne 
Homner collected 12 rebounds and three points and 
brother, Vern Homner finished with 11 points. Six 
other Wildcat players contributed to the final score.

Lady Wildcats lose close Lima, 
West Yellowstone games

The Lady Wildcats junior varsity team suffered 
two close losses to Lima and West Yellowstone last 
weekend. On Jan. 5, the Wildcats fell 24-33 against 
the Lady Bears. Freshman Aleena Bacon led the 
team with 16 points, Rosie Chater finished with five 
points and Alexys Bacon, three points.

On Jan. 6, the Lady Wildcats challenged the Lady 
Wolverines and fell 30-34. Aleena Bacon charged 
the floor with 14 points, Alexys Bacon, 10, Sophie 
Mitchell grabbed four points and Rosie Chater 
finished with two points.

Wolverines knock down 
Wildcats in overtime

A Hail Mary shot from Wildcat Lane Buus in 
the final seconds of overtime bounced off the rim, 
and West Yellowstone held on for the win. Hosting 
the Wolverines on Jan. 6, the Wildcats pushed the 
game to a quick overtime, but ultimately lost, 44-45.  
Derik DeFrance had the game high with 19 points 
and finished with 11 rebounds. Vern Homner was 
close behind with 10 rebounds and put down two 
points for the Wildcats. 

Panthers fall to Bruins, Trojans
The Sheridan Panthers suffered a road loss 

against the Gardiner Bruins on Jan. 5 and dropped 
a home game against the Drummond Trojans on 
Jan. 6. The Panthers lost 30-81 against the Bruins 
and 23-72 against the Trojans. Ty Hagg led the 
Panthers with 13 points against the Bruins, Zane 
Bowey added five and Ben Larsen, six. Isaac Ben-
don, Mox Lee and Jack Gilman each finished with 
two points. 

Bowey finished with seven points against the 
Trojans, Larsen, Haag and Kenny Foster each 
had four points, Bendon, three and Hartson Van 
Houten, one point.

Lady Panthers succumb to Lady 
Bruins, Lady Trojans

The Lady Panthers dropped a home tilt on Jan. 
5 versus the Bruins, 24-57. Ruby Rossiter led the 
Lady Panthers with 18 points. Desaray Tipton, 
Destiny Fabel and Micara Devereaux each added 
two points. 

On the road against Drummond, the Lady Pan-

thers were outmatched in a devastating 3-66 loss. 
Just two Lady Panthers scored in the rout. Tia Hill 
scored two and Dreonna Clark, one. 

Mustangs trot over Hornets
Chris Funston and Gus Dickinson led the Ennis 

Mustangs to a 48-40 victory over White Sulphur 
Springs on Jan. 6. Funston and Dickinson finished 
with 15 and 14 points, respectively. Tanner Wood 
added 12 for the Mustangs, Clay Coffman, three 
and Kurt Funston and John Fortier each scored two.

Prospectors mine for the win 
over Mustangs

The Mustangs saw action on Jan. 5 against the 
Granite Prospectors and lost, 26-43. Kurt Funston 
and Dillon Williams led the team with six and five 
points, respectively, while Tanner Wood and Gus 
Dickinson each added four. Three other Mustangs 
added to the final score. 

Lady Mustang’s winning weekend
The Lady Mustangs continued their winning 

ways when they defeated the Lady Prospectors, 47-
29 on Jan. 5. Danyel Martin finished with 18 points, 
Josie Hokanson with 11 and Jourdain Klein added 
seven points. 

The Lady Mustangs notched another win 
against the Hornets, defeating White Sulphur 
Springs, 48-27. Danyel Martin paved the way with 
14 points, followed by Jourdain Klein who grabbed 
12. Whitney McKitrick and Josie Hokanson each 
had six points and Paige Anderson, four. 

Lady Falcons soar past Big 
Horns, Trojans

Kailee Oliverson was back on the court for 
the Twin Bridges Lady Falcons on Jan. 5 and led 
the team to a 65-20 win over the Lady Big Horns 
from Lone Peak. Oliverson finished with 30 points, 
Ashleigh Guinnane added 12 points and RaeAnne 
Bendon finished with eight. Five other Lady Fal-
cons helped secure the win.

The Lady Falcons kept the W’s rolling on Jan. 
6 as they defeated Class B Whitehall, 54-19. Kailee 
Oliverson scored 18 points, RaeAnne Bendon 
grabbed 11 and Clancy Phillips, 10.

Falcons edge out Big Horns
The Twin Bridges Falcons slipped by the Lone 

Peak Big Horns 57-46, on Jan. 5. Daniel Kruer 
finished with 15 points over the Big Horns, Nate 
Konen grabbed 12 and Clay Wolfe and Bryce Nye 
finished with 11 and 10 points, respectively. 

Falcons collapse to Whitehall Trojans
After defeating the Big Horns, the Falcons fell 

to the Trojans from neighboring Whitehall, 33-59. 
Bryce Nye led Twin Bridges with 13 points, Nate 
Konen, six points and Clay Wolfe and Eddie Kelly 
each added five.

b a s k e t b a l l

Madison County basketball teams were 
back in action Jan. 5, 6

CloCkwise from top right:  Derik DeFrance, 33, grabs a fast break layup against the 
Wolverines. DeFrance finished the game with 19 points. The Wildcats lost a nail biter by one 

point in the last seconds of overtime. 

Cristian Contreras, 00, pushes the ball past Wolverine defenders during Harrison/Willow 
Creek’s Jan. 6 game. 

Jakob Nye, 15, passes the ball in the final quarter of the game. 

Lane Buus, 23, keeps the ball in bounds for the Wildcats during their game against the West 
Yellowstone Wolverines on Jan. 6. (C. Avey photos)
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• Yoga for Athletes | Monday & Wednesdays | 6am – 7am| Cori Koenig | Commons Room 
•Open Sewing & Quilting | Monday’s | 4pm-7pm | Jamie Diehl/Kathy Olkowski 

High School Rm#6 |Maximum of 10 students | Limited Space
• Talc Carving for Beginners | Mondays and Wednesdays 5:00-8:00pm | Richard Flager

High School Shop | Materials Fee TBA | Beginning January 22nd
• Introduction to Amateur Astronomy: Observing the Northern Winter Constellations using

Binoculars and Telescopes | Mondays | 7pm-9pm | Larry & Lonie Swenson  
High School Rm #5 | Materials Fee $25 |Maximum of 8 students | CLASS FULL

• Early Bird Yoga |Tuesday & Thursdays | 6am-7am | Cori Koenig | Commons Room
• Legendary Big Foot | Tuesdays | 5pm-8pm | Kathy Olkowski & Lexie Brundin | High School Rm #6 | Materials to 

be purchased by the student| Maximum of 8 students
• Piloxing/Barre Class | Tuesdays | 5:15 pm-6:15 pm | Vicki Richardson| Upper deck of Library • Piloxing/Barre Class | Tuesdays | 5:15 pm-6:15 pm | Vicki Richardson| Upper deck of Library • Piloxing/Barre Class

Materials Fee TBD, $20-$25 | Limited Space
• Beginning Welding | Tuesdays & Thursdays | 6pm-9pm | Charlie Zitting | High School Shop 

Materials Fee $40 | Maximum of 8 students | Limited Space
• Beginning Leatherworking | Tuesdays | 7pm-9pm | Wade Miller | HS Room #3 

Materials Fee Depends on Project Chosen
• Fly Tying | Wednesdays | 6pm-8pm | John Way & Bill Denruyter | Room #12 |Maximum of 8 students 

• Conservation Concepts in the Madison Valley | Wednesdays | 6-8pm | Multipurpose Room Partnering with Madison 
Conservation District and Madison Valley Ranchlands & Weed Committee to present individual workshops/lectures 

regarding natural resources issues. Come to one, several, or all! $5 per class, includes dinner. RSVP to ethan@madisoncd.
org or 682-7289 by Monday at noon each week. 

January 17th: Understanding Chronic Wasting Disease
January 24th: Improving your small pasture

January 31st: The art and science of Composting
February 7th: Back to our roots: improving soil health
February 21st: Innovations in Irrigation Management

February 28th: Conservation Tree Plantings
March 7th: Protecting and promoting pollinator habitat

March 14th Noxious Weeds: Understanding and Managing Invasive Transplants 
• Knitting 101 | Thursdays | 5-8pm | Emily Hayes| High School Rm #6 | Maximum of 12 students

• Wet on Wet Landscape Painting | Thursdays | 7-9pm | Jack Finley| Ennis HS Art Room | Materials Fee Approxi-
mately $140 |Students must sign up and pay by Janaury 8 to ensure supplies! |Maximum of 6 students

Line Dancing | Thursdays |7-9pm | Melissa Unger| Commons Room |  CLASS FULL
Lapidary | Mondays | 5:30- 8:00 pm | Russell Scruggs| High School Rm #4 

 All classes $20 plus any additional material fees noted *unless noted differently

Workshops
• The Felting Duo Shawl-Making Workshop | Saturday, January 27th 9am-3pm | Jenn Doney & Gail Barndt | HS Art 
Room| Materials Fee TBA, $50-$75 | Workshop full, we are trying to fill a second date.  Please call or email if interested.

Wool Lovers- come join us for a Workshop Day of Fun and Creativity. Make a large hand crafted full length 
Designer Shawl with local curly fleece.  Choose a color base to work with. Finished Shawl to wear for formal 

occasion or with your best blue jeans.  Gail and Jen have enjoyed teaming up for a couple of years sharing skills 
and enthusiastic love of design. Must sign up and pay by Friday, January 12th to reserve your spot!

• Feed A Bird: A Guide to Bird Feeding and Bird Feeders | Monday, January 29th 
6:30-8:30 pm| Marc Elser| HS Room #5| $10

ECE WINTER 2018 Classes
8 WEEK SESSION:  JANUARY 15TH-MARCH 8TH
REGISTRATION BEGINS:  JANUARY 2ND, 2018
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Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,

Tile Installers, Masons, Cabinet  Builders.
Full benefit package

EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finisher
Skilled in lacquer and other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

~Always Hiring Quality~

High Speed Internet 
Voice Service

Long Distance
Business Phone Systems

Digital TV

467.2535 • 1.800.796.4567 • 3rt@3rivers.net  •  3rivers.net

Jan Thomas:
Volunteering to preserve

Jan Thomas:Jan Thomas:Jan Thomas:Jan Thomas:Jan Thomas:Jan Thomas:Jan Thomas:Jan Thomas:Jan Thomas:
Caitlin Avey

news@madisoniannews.com 

“People always say, ‘what 
do you find to do in that little 
town where you live?’” said 
Jan Thomas about living in 
Virginia City. “I tell them I’m 
as busy as I want to be.”

And busy she stays. 
Thomas is the newly appoint-
ed president of the Virginia 
City Preservation Alliance 
board and has been an active 
member since 2012-2013 
when she first moved to the 

area. “I thought it would be a 
good way to get to know the 
community and for them to 
get to know me.”

Thomas started off as 
the editor for The Nugget, 
the quarterly publication 
produced by the VCPA. She 
worked her way to vice-pres-
ident and officially stepped 
in as president in August of 
2017. “I think (VCPA) was just 
happy to have a warm body 
interested,” mused Thomas.

The VCPA is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 

the conservation, 
preservation and 
restoration of 
everything Virginia 
City and Nevada 
City. The organiza-
tion helps to pro-
mote the town and 
its history through 
various events like 
the summer Chuck 
Wagon Cook-Off 
and the two Vic-
torian grand balls. 
They also work in 
conjunction with 
other organizations 
to keep the history 

of the area alive and well. 
Originally from the Mid-

west, Thomas and her family 
moved to Virginia City full 
time in 2012 after living in Las 
Vegas, Nev. She spent 30 years 
in the education field, pri-
marily as a reading specialist, 
and has lived on both coasts. 
Having worked and raised a 
family all her life, now retired 
Thomas said this is the time to 
give back.

“When I was busy rais-
ing a family or working full 
time or doing anything that 
we do when we’re younger, 
there were groups and people 
that were taking care of these 
organizations,” she said. “Now 
is my time to give back.”

Not only is she active 
with the VCPA, Thomas also 
volunteers with the Friends 
of the Thompson-Hickman 
Library, Elks Lodge #390 and 
is on her church’s council. 
She’s the volunteer organist for 
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church 
and enjoys anything musical 
to fill her time – be it concerts 
or singing the with Ennis 
Community Chorus.

volunteer
spotlight

Submitted by Ennis Christmas Bird Count

Twenty-two birding enthusiasts convened at Yesterday’s Soda 
Fountain on Dec. 20 to participate in the 58th Ennis Christmas 
Bird Count. Last year, nine-year-old Finley Knapton joined us for 
the count while this year local birder Lester Klatt, now turned 90, 
joined us for yet another count, although he claimed it was his 
last hurrah. The Ennis count was started in 1958 by Dr. P.D. Skaar 
and this year his son Don was again one of the bird counters. 
The count participants came from Ennis, Bozeman, Deer Lodge, 
Helena, Livingston, California and Alaska. In addition, three lo-
cal participants watched their feeders throughout the day adding 
their observations. 

The Christmas Bird Count has a long history 
in America. The first one was held in 1900 when 
Frank Chapman, an ornithologist and officer in 
the relatively young Audubon Society, proposed a 
Christmas Bird Census. The modern day Christmas 
Bird Counts are held between Dec. 14 and Jan. 5 
all over North America. Locally, birders count in 
a 15-mile diameter circle that includes the town 
of Ennis, Ennis Lake, Norris Hill, Meadow Creek 
and Jack Creek. The goal of the count is to try and 
count all the feathered creatures inside the circle.  

The weather for this count was challenging with 
blizzard-like conditions encountered throughout 
the day and temperatures that began at nearly 40 
degrees then plummeted to 12. Even with the poor 
visibility and treacherous road conditions, we had 
an unexpected total of 63 species for the day with 
an additional 5 species seen during count week. 

Special thanks should go not only to the in-

trepid counters but to the many local businesses that provide 
support for the count. Without the delicious meals and libations, 
comfortable lodging and special access to areas not open to the 
public, the counters would not be able to complete their task. 

Christmas Bird Counts Are for 
Birds of All Ages

Photos Clockwise from Top Right:
Harris’s Sparrow by Sherry Gold, feeder watcher. (Photo 
courtesy Sherry Gold)

White-throated Sparrow. (Photo by Ed Harper)

Don Skarr with Lester Klatt at Yesterday’s Soda Fountain. 
(Photo courtesy Ennis Christmas Bird Count)
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A newly constructed 3 Bd, 2 Ba home that sits on a 1+/-acre 
landscaped lot. Top of the line kitchen with premium finishes 
& fixtures.  Beautiful master suite with tray ceilings & custom 
walk-in tiled shower.  Laundry room has extra storage. 
Unobstructed views of the Madison Range from the covered 
patio!

Genevieve 
Houska

Sales Associate
595-1516

4 GOLDEN TROUT LANE, ENNIS
$369,000 | #303586 | PRICE REDUCED

This stunning 3 Bd, 2 Ba modern designed home on 
20+/-acres borders BLM, offers live water, large trees & 
incredible views.  This home has high end finishes with an 
open floor plan. It’s fenced & cross fenced with 4 barns, an 
arena, round pen & tack room, plus many more amenities on 
sight to see!

Rikki 
DilscHneiDeR

Broker
581-5155

97 MEADOWLARK LANE, MCALLISTER
$665,000 | #300707 | PRICE REDUCED

MicHelle 
van Dyke

Broker
596-0805

521 RAY LANE | SHERIDAN 
$329,000 | #307987 | RESIDENTIAL

Built in 2015 this 2,262 +/- SF 3-Bedroom, 2-bath home was a new 
modular with stick built modifications on a full concrete foundation 
and 4 car attached garage all on 3.6 acres. Open concept living with 
tremendous views from every direction. Beautiful laminate flooring, 
fireplace, and walk in closets. Undergound sprinklers installed and 
established yard and views of Baldy in the Tobacco Root Mountains.

katHy 
Wooten

Sales Associate
676-2463

LOT 11 NORWEGIAN CREEK ESTATES, HARRISON
$89,900 | 300214 | ACREAGE

This 21.338+/-acre lot is in a great location with beautiful 
mountain views & close to all kinds of recreational 
opportunities! There are several level building sites & some 
interesting contours that would be great for a walk-out 
basement. Borders large ranch on the south and overlooks 
Norwegian Creek.

With thirty years of continuous operation and service, the 
Moriah Motel enjoys a well established track record of great 
service and profitability. The motel is located at the South 
end of the friendly town of Sheridan at the heart of the Ruby 
Valley. The motel features a 3-bedroom, 2-bath 1,831-sf 
owners/managers quarters and 12 motel units (8-double 
queen, 3 single queen, 1 double queen, handicap accessible). 

MORIAH MOTEL | SHERIDAN
$660,000 | #301388 | COMMERCIAL 

FRank
BRokeR

Broker
596-1076

saRa 
JoHnson

Broker
570-4249

255 SHINING MOUNTAINS LOOP, ENNIS
$55,000 | #312351 | VACANT LOT

This property offers a good value for over 12 acres of property 
in Shining Mountains. With views of the Madison Range, space 
for horses, and easy access to Ennis, this is a true find in the 
Madison Valley. Call Sara for additional information!
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Real estate CoRneR
Dive into the area’s real estate options! 

Call 682-7755 for more information!
Want to submit a column?  Email Tina at tina@madisoniannews.com
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If one of your goals for 
2018 is to sell your home,

NOW IS THE 
TIME! 

Lot 2 Centennial Heights, Ennis

All information contained herein is derived from sources deemed 
reliable, however, is not guaranteed by PureWest, Christie’s International 

Real Estate, Managing Broker, Agents or Sellers.

O� ered at $75,000 | MLS# 312268

www.PureWestRealEstate.com

Dawn Myrvik
Broker

406.579.1298

Dawn Myrvik Chris Murphy
Sales Associate
406.570.1555

Chris Murphy Tanya Matson
Sales Associate
406.580.6987

Relationships for Life

1.08 Acres | Great views | Close to town

Great sweeping views from this 1.08 acre lot close 
to the golf course, town of Ennis and the Madison 
River. Small, 6 lot subdivision w/ underground 
power, DEQ approval and paved road access. 
Strong covenants. Views to the west of Centennial 
Heights are open ranch lands, to the east and 
north are Ennis Lake, the Madison Range and the 
Madison River. This is a desirable location to build 
a new home!

© 2017 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

TWIN BRIDGES 106 N. MAIN STREET | 406.684.5686
BHHSMT.COM

ContaCt 
tina@
madisoniannews.Com

Use this 
“Real estate” to sell 

yoUR  Real estate affiliated 
pRodUCt  oR seRviCe!
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How can I discover whether 
astronomy would be an enjoyable 
and rewarding hobby?

Join Ennis Continuing Education 
for an 8-week-long course: 
“Introduction to Amateur 

Astronomy: Observing the Northern 
Winter Constellations Using Binoculars 
and Telescopes.” January 15 to March 8. 
Mondays. 7-9 pm.
We will learn about and observe our 
home galaxy, The Milky Way, and galaxies far beyond.  We will use 
tools such as sky charts and planispheres, free astronomy software, 
and numerous on-line resources such as reports and videos. We will 
find celestial objects by identifying constellations and star hopping. find celestial objects by identifying constellations and star hopping. find celestial objects by identifying constellations and star
We will have hands-on experience in the classroom and under the stars 
with several types of observing optics including our unaided eyes, 
binoculars, and various types of small telescopes. There will be a brief 
introduction to the life cycle of stars, amateur digital astrophotography, 
and the scientific research that is being done by amateur astronomers. 
The instructors are Larry and Lonie Swenson.  They have been amateur 
astronomers for about 20 years. 

Q:

A:

CONTINUING EDUCATION

ennis-ece.org •   (406) 682-4258
Ennis Continuing Education

   HEALTH CARE

rubyrubyr  Valley Valley V clinics
Paula Christensen, APRN, FNP-BC

How will a healthcare provider 
treat frostbite?  

Q:
If you suspect you have frostbite, 
get to the emergency room.  
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the healthcare provider may remove dead tissue, administer 
IV fluids if dehydration has occurred. After the skin is thawed, 
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1)  Schedule It In:  If your goal is 
to exercise regularly, schedule the 

time as you would any other appointment.  
Don’t start “big” (2 hours at the gym), but a 
manageable amount (30-40 minutes) 3x per 
week.  You can always increase later.  But 
whatever time frame you schedule in, 
commit to that 100%.
2) Have Proper Gear:  If you need shoes, buy them before you start!  If 
you need new headphones, or workout clothes, or a
water bottle...go get them.  Don’t let this be an easy excuse to not do it!
3)  Set Goals:  Start small and set “steps”.  (Example: week 1 workout 3x 
for 30 minutes.  Week 2 workout 4x for 30 minutes.  Week 3 workout 3x 
for 45 minutes, etc.)
 Write your goals down and be religious about reviewing them. 
4)  Get An App:  There are apps to help track fitness goals, weight goals, 
nutritional goals, steps taken in a day and to provide workouts.  They can 
be fun and help hold you accountable.
5)  Reward Yourself:  Set goals, meet them, and give yourself a reward.  
It’s easier to keep on track if you have something to look forward to.

FITNESS

 406-682-4560
Madison Square Athletic Club

Madison Madison 
Square 
Athletic 

ClubClubClub

REAL ESTATE

BerkShire haThaway  •   (406) 596-4288
Melinda Merrill, Broker

Be the expert in  
industry...

Contact Rachel Anderson 

How can smoking affect my 
eyes?
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the vision of the smoker, it can put the vision of everyone around 
them at increased risk too. The good news is that smoking is the 
the vision of the smoker, it can put the vision of everyone around 

most preventable cause of vision loss. Even someone with a long 
them at increased risk too. The good news is that smoking is the 
most preventable cause of vision loss. Even someone with a long 
them at increased risk too. The good news is that smoking is the 

history of smoking can significantly reduce their risk of health 
most preventable cause of vision loss. Even someone with a long 
history of smoking can significantly reduce their risk of health 
most preventable cause of vision loss. Even someone with a long 

complications by quitting. 
history of smoking can significantly reduce their risk of health 
complications by quitting. 
history of smoking can significantly reduce their risk of health 

Q:
A:

EYE CARE

eyes on Main •  406-577-2380
Dr. Jeff Squire

Contact Rachel Anderson at 
406.682.7755 
or sales@madisoniannews.com

YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

Q:

A:

INSURANCE

The agency inSurance diviSion   •   406-682-4202
Amanda Nelson, Agent

What Questions Should I ask when 
purchasing Homeowners Insurance?

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

Q:

A:

BIRDING

wild BirdS unlimiTed   •   406-219-2066
Debi Naccarto, Owner

How do help birds survive extremely 
cold weather?Q:
Typically, your feeders serve as a 
supplemental food source for birds. In 

contrast, during periods of extreme cold and 
severe winter weather, your birds may switch 
to using your feeders as a critical source of food 
that enables them to survive from day to day. 
So make sure your foods are worth their weight 
with quality, high calorie, fatty foods for the 
birds.
You can play a vital role, as feeding the birds becomes critical when extremely 
cold conditions occur. At these times, a reliable supply of energy-heavy food 
can mean the difference between life and death for a bird. To stay warm, birds 
will expend energy very quickly, some losing up to 10% of their body weight on 
extremely cold nights. Food is the most essential element, providing birds with 
energy, stamina and nutrition they need. An ample supply of high calorie foods, 
such as suet, Bark Butter, sunflower and nyjer, is crucial to a bird’s survival.
And don’t forget that they need access to water as well. Heated bird baths are an 
important part to their survival.

A:

Should I take my property off the 
market in the winter?

A:
Q:

Q:
A: 1.  Are there discounts available? 1.  Are there discounts available? 1.

Please explain in detail. 2. Are there 2. Are there 2.
deductibles and under what circumstances do deductibles and under what circumstances do 
they apply? And Are they flat or a percentage 
of the loss? 3. Are the rates different in 
different locations, or how close the house it to 
a fire department effect premiums?
4. Are the rates affected by the type of 4. Are the rates affected by the type of 4.
construction? 5. Is frozen or burst pipes 5. Is frozen or burst pipes 5.
covered under certain situations and is there a limit for damage? 6. What 6. What 6.
exactly is covered? Please explain the different kinds of coverage. HO3 
or an HO5  7. What is excluded in the policy? Some exclusions include 7. What is excluded in the policy? Some exclusions include 7.
flood, wear and tear, earth movement and acts of war. 8. Are certain items 8. Are certain items 8.
such as computers limited in coverage? Certain items such as computers, 
silverware, jewelry, guns, and others listed have monetary limitations. You 
maybe be able to buy a rider for these items. 9. What optional, additional, or 9. What optional, additional, or 9.
extended coverage can I purchase? flood coverage through the National Flood 
Insurance Program in many communities, higher levels of liability coverage, 
lower deductibles, earthquake, coverage for business pursuits on the premises. 
Just ask  10. Is umbrella coverage available? Is it discounted in any way?10. Is umbrella coverage available? Is it discounted in any way?10.

Q:
A: No - The internet and changes to 

our Multiple Listing Service has 
dramatically changed our approach to taking 
properties off the market in the winter.
96% of all real estate purchases now begin with 
an on-line search.  Most Real Estate Agencies 
now purchase IDX feeds (automatic feed of 
a property that is listed on the Multiple Listing Service) to Web Sites such 
as REALTOR.com, Trulia, Zillow, etc.   You remove yourself from people 
looking for properties on line if you remove your listing from the MLS and 
you also remove Agents knowing it is for sale.
MLS Rules have also changed requiring as much as six months “off the 
market” before the days on market reset.  The ability to research the history 
of a property has changed so that the original information as to how long a 
property has been listed stays with the property regardless of it being taken 
off the MLS.

How can I keep my New Year’s 
Fitness Resolutions?

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

Q:

A:

What is a Back Treatment or 
Back Facial?

A Back Treatment or Back Facial 
is facial for the skin on your 
back.  It consists of cleansing the 

skin on the back with a soapy cleanser, 
then doing exfoliation on the back as 
well.  Exfoliation is often a sugar or salt 
scrub but can also be a specific product 
exfoliator with scrubbing beads.  Steam 
may also be applied to the back and 
extractions performed to remove any blackheads. Massage is also 
done to the back to promote relaxation of tense muscles, promote 
circulation and lymph drainage.  After massage a mask is applied 
to help hydrate the skin and lastly a moisturizer is applied.  Battling 
winter’s dry skin can be a challenge.  Most people think of the skin 
on their face and hands but remembering the rest of the body is 
important too.

Q:

Trenz Salon and day Spa  •   310-699-2909, 406-682-3400
Jillian Greenhaw,  Esthetician, Jillian Skin Care

A:

SKINCARE

How can I recognize suicidal 
thoughts?
How can I recognize suicidal 
thoughts?
How can I recognize suicidal 

Suicide is the most drastic choice 
an individual with mental health 
issues can make. It is critical to 

know how to recognize and identify 
signs that a person may be considering 
suicide. As stated by government data, 
70% of people who commit suicide tell 
someone about their plans or give some 
other type of warning signs. Warning 
signs of suicide may include comments such as: “I’m finished.” “It’s 
all over.” “My family would be better off without me.” “There’s no 
hope for me.”
Always take these signs seriously and never ignore them. 
Professionals can differentiate between someone who has a passing 
thought of suicide and someone who has a plan, means and intent. 
You do not need to know how serious an individual is in order to help 
them. Seek appropriate medical care and call 911 to help keep the 
person safe.
If you have concerns and would like to talk to someone, please call 
Lisa at (406) 670-4546.

Q:
A:

MENTAL HEALTH

(406) 670-4546 
Lisa Brubaker, LCSW

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE

Q:

A:

Chronic pain: Should I use pain 
pills or physical therapy?

Chronic pain is a common 
problem.   It consists of pain/
discomfort lasting greater than 6 

months.   This is a backache, headache 
long-term discomfort in any body part 
from trauma or activity.  
 A current study of chronic pain from 
the American Physical Therapy Association indicates the “physical 
therapist” as crucial healthcare provider to manage chronic pain.   
The article states “ The physical therapist  plays an important  role 
in managing chronic  pain.” Chronic pain is a debilitating illness.    
Physical therapy treatment includes flexibility, body awareness 
and strengthening exercises.    Treatment is a slow process based 
on functional activities. 
Chronic pain  is  a complex problem.  It requires a health care 
provider with knowledge and experience.

Q:

A:

PHYSICAL THERAPY

enniS phySical Therapy  pc  •   406-682-3112
Robert (Bob) Sahli, PTATCLAT 
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Bill	M ercer,	Br oker/Owner
RE/MAX	M ountain	Pr operty

Mirza	 Way	 -	 Ennis	 	 -	 	 $149,000
• fixer-upper, conveniently located in town • 4 bd, 
2 ba, 2240 +/- sq ft • .210 +/- acres • 1995 frame 

home • adl’ basement rec room 
• open floor plan • oversized closets and storage

Nobody	 Sells	 More	
Real	 Estate	 Than	 RE/MAX!

Call	 us	 at	 406-682-5001	

ÒW e	 Give	 Where	 We	 LiveÓ	 ª

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

Dolly	 Varden	 -	 McAllister	 	 -	 	 $289,000	
• 1.6 +/- acres • 3bd, 3ba, 1,794 +/- sf

• 1.6 +/- acres, mature trees • mountain views, 
large deck • fenced area for dogs 
• updated kitchen, wood stove

Highway 287 - Cameron - $296,000  
• 81.19 +/- acres • great horse property

• good grass, irrigation ditch • massive mountain 
views • NO COVENANTS

• abundant wildlife, close to town

Continental	 Divide	 Ð 	 Ennis	 -	 $399,000
• turn key successful gourmet restaurant
• .5 acre, 2100+/-sq ft, highway access

• gaming, wine, and beer licenses available
mountain views, outdoor dining

Tobacco	 Root	 Drive,	 Ennis	 MT	 	 	 	 -	 	 $468,000	
• .503+/- acres • 5bd, 2.5 ba, 3204 +/- sq ft • Custom 
home in Valley Garden Golf Village • Open floor plan, 

vaulted ceilings  • Large deck, fenced backyard, outstanding 
views • Stone gas fireplace, new flooring throughout

Longbranch	 Saloon	 		 Ennis	 -	 	 $585,000
• bar/restaurant, building, fixtures, equipment

• successful, locally owned • full beverage liquor 
license and gaming license • big dining room, 

casino area • central location, high tourist traffic

Hilgard	Trail	 -	 Madison	 River	 Ranches	 -	 $599,000
•5 br 2ba 20+/- acres, 3072 sq ft log home                                            

• 1.5 miles of private Madison River fishing access 
• gated community, seasonal access • views of the Madison 
Range & Madison River • end of road privacy, lots of wildlife

W. Palisades Dr - Cameron  -  $1,450,000
• 3bd 4ba, 3850 +/- sq ft, 5.77 +/- acres 

• panoramic views • borders BLM/Elk habitat 
• beautiful log home

• barn and guest apt • on the Madison River

111 SOUTH MAIN ST., SHERIDAN, MT 59749 · WWW.RUBYVALLEYBREW.COM

SPONSORED BY

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com 

Wisconsin native Bill Denruyter has found 
a forever home in the Madison Valley – thanks 
to the abundance of outdoor opportunities, but 
more importantly to his wife, Helen. “Her family 
homesteaded here,” he said. 

Helen’s family tree extends back to the Clarks 
of the Cameron area and the Jacksons, who 
homestead around Norris. The family history 
was a key factor in bringing the couple to the 
Madison Valley in March.

Denruyter, a fishing and hunting guide for 
most of his professional career, said the “sights 
and sounds” of the Madison are an added 
bonus. “I really got into by myself,” he said. “I 
was that kid that, at 12, my mom would drop 
me off by the river and I’d just be out there by 
myself – I loved being outside.”

Denruyter’s list of favorite activities 
includes fly fishing, ice fishing, hunting, 
snowmobiling and shed hunting, to name a 
few. He currently works as a fishing guide in 
the summer and, after 10 years as a hunting 
guide, is taking some time for himself. “It’s a 
little bit of wanting to save the sport for your-
self,” he said. “I was hunting for work and 
fishing for work and snowmobiling for work. 
I want to spend that time with my wife.”

The couple married on the Smith River 
this May and both live an active life. Be it 

cross-country skiing and snowshoeing, fishing 
or walking their dog, Sage, their life of love has 
been built around the outdoors. 

“The Madison Valley has both your vast and 
open mountains and your rolling hills,” said 
Denruyter. “It’s quiet and peaceful and there are 
all kinds of critters. I just enjoy all the sights and 
sounds of the river and woods.”

The Madison Valley is different from the 
wooded forests of western Montana, were Den-
ruyter moved from. But that is a change he has 
gladly accepted. “You’re not far from a lot of cool 
country and it’s just a different topography. But 
this place is gorgeous.”

Bill 
Denruyter: 
Jack of all 
trades

Submitted by 
Scott Kelley

VICE

Virginia City Ice is happy 
to announce the introduction 
of a “Learn to Play” program 
at the Virginia City ice rink. 
The LTP program is designed 
to introduce and teach hockey 
skills across several age groups. 
(Players will be divided into 

10-under and 18-under age 
groups) 

The program is scheduled to 
run January 11 to February 8th 
and will occur on Thursdays 
and Fridays from 5:30 p.m-6:30 
p.m.  (Times and days subject 
to change.) The program costs 
$5/per player per session.  

The Learn-to-Play Program 
will be instructed by USA 
Hockey certified coaches who 

are committed to develop-
ing players’ skills and abilities 
while teaching sportsmanship 
and helping players reach their 
potential. 

For more information and 
registration contact Coach 
Merrick by email at northern.
scouting@gmail.com 

For more information on 
Virginia City Ice, check out 
their Facebook Page.

Virginia City ice hockey program

BOZEMAN, Mont., Janu-
ary 2 - Leadership Montana, 
the state’s premier leadership 
development organization, has 
opened the application pro-
cess for the Class of 2019. The 
class will meet in communi-
ties across the state during the 
months of September 2018 to 
April 2019. Applications are 
accepted until April 15.

 “We continue to be 
humbled by the response to 
our leadership development 
program, even fifteen years 
since our founding,” said 
president and chief execu-
tive officer Chantel Schieffer. 
“Our program is designed 
to meet the needs of profes-
sionals in all stages of their 
careers, from all industries 
and communities. Each year, 
we look forward to receiving 

applications from each corner 
of Montana.”

 The Class of 2019 will visit 
Big Sky, Butte, Missoula, Hele-
na, Great Falls, White Sulphur 
Springs, Glasgow and Billings. 
During visits, participants 
learn about challenges and 
opportunities facing Montana 
through conversations with 
community leaders and tours 
of emerging and traditional 
businesses. At the same time, 
participants learn from skilled 
leadership professionals who 
teach from a curriculum de-
signed exclusively for Leader-
ship Montana.

 Leadership Montana is a 
non-profit collaboration of 
leaders from business, labor, 
healthcare, higher education, 
non-profit organizations and 
government coming together 

to form a strong partnership 
for the betterment of our 
state. Leadership Montana 
offers participants a program 
that strengthens leadership 
skills while fostering personal 
growth and reflection.

 Established in 2003, 
the program has nearly 600 
alumni including members of 
the legislature, state, city and 
county government officials, 
and leaders of higher educa-
tion, private businesses and 
non-profits across Mon-
tana. Leadership Montana is 
privately funded by generous 
individuals, foundations, and 
businesses across the state 
and region. More information 
about the program, including 
the application form, can be 
found at www.leadershipmon-
tana.org.

Leadership Montana Accepting Applications

Submitted by the Governor’s Office 
of Community Service

HELENA – The Governor’s 
Office of Community Service is 
accepting nominations for the 
eighth annual ServeMontana 
Awards. The ServeMontana 
Awards recognize and thank 
Montanans for their everyday 
contributions to their community 
and civic life through service and 
volunteerism.

“Montanans who serve others 
show the best of what our state 
has to offer – its people,” Serve-

Montana Executive Director Dan 
Ritter said. “This honor recogniz-
es their tireless efforts help make 
Montana a better place to live for 
everyone.”

The public is encouraged to 
nominate individuals of all ages 
and backgrounds, organizations, 
and groups. All services must 
be performed in Montana or by 
Montanans, and applications are 
due by March 31, 2018. Nominees 
should:

Volunteer in ways that cause a 
lasting change in people’s lives.

Demonstrate a strong com-
mitment to serving their com-
munity.

Engage in service that greatly 
benefits others.

Exhibit leadership in their 
service.

Represent determination and 
perseverance.

To apply, or for more infor-
mation, visit http://serve.mt.gov/
servemontana-awards/. Winners 
will be honored at a ceremony at 
the Montana State Capitol on May 
25, 2018.

ServeMontana award nominations sought



MADISON County weather

A little snow at times

Thursday

Fr iday

Considerable cloudiness with a 
couple of flurries in the afternoon

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote  of the 
Week:

- Shiv Khera

Intervals of clouds and sunshine

Times of clouds and sun

Mostly cloudy with a chance for a bit 
of snow or flurries

“Your 
positive 
action 

combined 
with positive 

thinking 
results in 
success.”

twin bridges
Cooper (CJ) Wayland, a 
sophomore, is the Twin 
Bridges Schools student 
of the month. CJ not only 
leads throughout the 
community, but in the 
classroom as well. CJ is 
the captain of the recently 
formed robotics club and 
has been active in fund-
raising for the team, and 
working hard to build a 
cohesive group of young 

men and women. He spends every lunch period, every 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon, and most Saturday 
mornings problem-solving and learning new skills to 
ensure the success of the team. All of this hard work 
has paid off.  In November, the team traveled to Butte 
to compete in one of two qualifying tournaments, 
and were selected to move on to the state tournament 
which will take place in Bozeman on February 2nd. CJ’s 
exceptional leadership and problem-solving skills have 
made this a reachable goal.  

sponsored by:

YELLOWSTONE MINE

Keep up the good work!

PROUD STUDENT OF THE WEEK SPONSOR
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WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation, 

Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

nAnnual Ennis Rodeo Association Meeting

Wednesday, January 17 | 7 pm
Blue Moon Saloon 
Cameron, Montana

StoCkholdER MEEting

sponsored by:

boswell
Well here it is after 
CHRISTmas and after 
Mew YearÕ s and I still 
donÕ t have a furever 
home.  Rats!  I was 
hoping and praying, 
but I still have hope 
and faith that I will get 
a loving home soon.  
EverythingÕ s been taken 
care of, well at least 
until my booster shots 
are due, but some things 
are taken care of for 
life.  Like for example, 
there will never be any 
babies. But, you can 

baby me.  IÕ ll love you forever and ever, honest I will.  I love to cuddle and 
snuggle and purr and get petted and play with you.  Oh we can have fun and 
loves.  Please call Misty at 439-1405 about me soon.  Purrs, Boswell

Supporting 
4 Paws 
Rescue

Join 	 us	
on	

Facebo o k!

	
and	 be 	 the 	 first	
to 	 get 	 breaking	

news.
facebook.com/

madisonian

406-581-3531 (cell) or 406-682-7236 (office)
P.O. Box 63 - Ennis, Montana 

bid@3rivers.net

CROY
construction

Licensed - Insured - Professional
 Custom Homes - Residential  - Commercial

Gary Croy 
 owner
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12/31/17
Suspicious Circumstances 
in 200 Blk Wet Georgia Rd 
Sheridan
Animal Complaint on US 
Hwy 287 MM 43 Cameron
Suspicious Circumstances on 
Cemetery Loop Rd Ennis
DUI on US Hwy 287 MM 43 
Cameron

1/1/18
Animal Complaint on MT 
Hwy 287 MM 35 Sheridan
Accident on US Hwy 287 MM 
47 Ennis
Citizen Assist on Judy Ln 
Alder
Welfare Check in 500 Blk 
Centennial Dr Sheridan
Accident in 100 Blk Old Mill 
Rd Harrison
Accident on US Hwy 287 MM 
44 Ennis
Welfare Check in 5500 Blk US 
Hwy 287 N McAllister
Abandoned Vehicle in 100 Blk 
Jeffers Loop Rd Ennis

1/2/18
Wildlife Complaint MT Hwy 
287 MM 17 Nevada City
Animal Complaint on Front 
St Alder
Animal Complaint in 200 Blk 
E Grizzly St Ennis
Accident on US Hwy 287 MM 
55 McAllister

1/3/18
Medical Aid in 100 Blk W 
Isdell St Pony
Welfare Check in 300 Blk E 
Main St Ennis
Rescue on US Hwy 287 MM 
48 Ennis
Dog Complaint on Center St 
Harrison

1/4/18
Animal Complaint in 200 Blk 
E 9th Ave Twin Bridges

1/5/18
Accident on Silver Spring Rd 
Sheridan

1/6/18
Medical Aid in 100 Blk S 
Main St Twin Bridges
Medical Aid in 400 Blk E 
Main St Ennis
Traffic Complaint on Jeffers 
Rd Ennis
Medical Aid in 800 Blk Madi-
son Ave Ennis
Wildlife Complaint in 5400 
Blk US Hwy 287 McAllister
Coroner Call in Ennis
Accident on MT Hwy 41 
Silver Star

The Madison County Sheriff ’s 
Office responded to 78 Calls 
for Service from Dec 31, 2017-
Jan 6, 2018.

Madison County 
sheriff’s 

dispatCh Log
Dec. 31, 2017 through Jan. 6, 2017

Blake Amberson
Ennis, Montana 59729

(406) 270-2716
ambersonfencing@gmail.com
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Montana Heritage Commission  |  PO Box 338  | Virginia City, MT  59755
www.virginiacitymt.com | 406-843-5247

Preserving & Promoting 
our history, 

for our future.

8/19-20  “WAYS WEST”
WHILE ONE’S OWN TWO LEGS WAS A FINE WAY TO MAKE IT TO NEVADA CITY, THERE WERE MANY OTHER OPTIONS.

Snowplow drivers have stressful, dangerous job

This county snowplow rolled off the road during a snow storm this winter. Snowplow drivers 
operate during inclement conditions when visibility can be extremely limited. 

(Photo courtesy Madison County Commission)

Imagine a job in which you 
had no choice to stay home 
during severe winter storms, 
when dangerous, icy roads make 
traveling extremely hazardous. 
That's the reality for many public 
service workers, including state 
and county snowplow drivers, who 
work long hours to keep our roads 
as safe as possible. 

Montana Department of Trans-
portation Ennis section supervisor 
Chad Coffman has been driving 
snowplows for the past nine years. 
"At night, visibility can be pretty 
tough and it's scary sometimes," 
said Coffman. "When you're new, 
or even an experienced driver, and 
it's really snowing hard and you 
can't find the road, it's tough; it's 
mentally tough. When you come 
in here and park your truck and 
it's two o'clock in the morning, 
you've got to prepare your truck 
for the next guy to get in it; it's got 
to be fueled up and the windshield 
washed and everything. You can 
hardly keep your eyes open when 
you pull in here. And then you go 
home and you're just amped up and 
you can't go to sleep. I've gotten 
way better with that, but it was 
nerve-wracking. You're out there 
in the worst conditions. Mother 
Nature is tough sometimes."

Coffman's section has five full-
time plow drivers in the winter, 
and is equipped with three two-
wheel-drive plow trucks and one 
four-wheel-drive plow truck. The 
section is is responsible for 154 
lane miles, including Route 287 
from Norris to the Montana Route 
87 intersection, and the stretch 
of Route 287 between Ennis and 
Virginia City. 

"We have these two passes, 
the Norris hill and the VC hill, 
that require a lot of attention," said 
Coffman. "If you're not taking care 
of these hills, they become impass-
able pretty quick. Norris hill has a 
tremendous amount of semi-truck 
traffic. If you're not on that, those 

trucks spin out and get tangled up 
and make a  mess."

State plow drivers work long 
shifts. "In the middle of a bad 
storm, we really like to stick to 12 
hours, but sometimes you've got to 
go a little bit over," said Coffman.

As section supervisor, Coff-
man not only drives a plow on a 
regular basis, he has the com-
plex tasks of scheduling drivers 
and dedicating resources where 
needed most. "In winter, one of 
the toughest things - outside of 
the phone ringing in the middle 
of the night - is scheduling," said 
Coffman. "You have your guys 
and they have lives and they need 
family time. Sometimes, that 
conflicts with getting the roads 
plowed and taken care of. Trying 
to keep 24-hour coverage with 
basically five guys, seven days a 
week. You have to shuffle around 
and have good communication. 
We have to work as a team. We're 
not always going to be on the 
same page, but we dang-well bet-
ter be in the same book - and we 
are. They're a pretty good bunch 
of guys."

Coffman and two other 
MDOT drivers were plowing 
roads on Christmas morning. "We 
were out at four in the morning 
plowing snow, so that other fami-
lies could be together opening 
presents," he said.

The most unusual situa-
tion Coffman dealt with in nine 
years with MDT was during the 
winter of 2009-2010, when the 
Madison River overflowed onto 
the highway south of Ennis, due 
to ice jams. "What we did was 
continually plowed it, and tried to 
make a berm on the south side of 
the road," said Coffman. "At that 
point, you're on 24-hour coverage 
with 12-hour shifts. We never had 
to close the road." 

The overflow occurred again 
last year, but to a lesser extent. 
Ironically, MDT built new bridges 

prior to 2009 to prevent overflows 
from occurring.

Generally warmer tempera-
tures in recent winters have made 
Coffman's job more difficult. 
The supervisor explained snow 
will blow across a cold road, but 
will stick and turn into ice on 
a warmer road surface. "We're 
getting more ice than we used to," 
said Coffman. "It used to be, by 
the first of December, the roads 
were cold, you plowed the snow 
off, the trucks would go across 
and pretty soon it would be bare. 
You really didn't have to do much 
to it. Now, these storms, where it's 
28 or 30 degrees and it snows, as 
soon as you drive over it, it turns 
to ice. We never used to have that 
problem in the past. It's because 
the road temp stays warm."

The Ennis section is respon-
sible for road maintenance but not 
construction. Coffman has input 
to higher headquarters regarding 
where roads need paved, but not 
where guardrails are installed. 
Paving is   normally done by 
private contractors. The supervi-
sor said MDOT plans to chip-seal 
the highway between Ennis and 
Virginia City this year, although 
Coffman thinks it needs rebuilt. 
Those decisions are made by the 
higher-ups, not in Ennis.

MDOT uses a 10-percent 
mixture of magnesium chloride 
(a form of salt) combined with 
sand, as well as a sodium chloride 
solution, to treat hills and curves. 
According to MDOT, salt helps 
keep roads from becoming slick, 
improves safety and reduces 
accidents. Although MDOT has 
not done a study, the Colorado 
Department of Transportation 
reported a drastic reduction 
of snow, ice and slush-related 
accidents since the winter of 
1995-1996, when it began the use 
of liquid anti-icers and de-icers on 
a large scale. 

The cost of the sand/salt com-

pound has increased "astronomi-
cally" in recent years, according to 
Coffman, while the MDT budget 
has been cut at the state level. But 
the supervisor said he has enough 
sand to properly treat roads in his 
assigned section. The budget cuts 
are having more of an effect on 
lower-priority construction proj-
ects, according to Coffman.

Dozens of MDT Road Weather 
Information System cameras are 
located at strategic points along 
Montana highways. The cameras 
update approximately every 20 
minutes to provide maintenance 
workers and drivers views of road 
conditions at selected trouble spots. 
In the Ennis section, an RWIS 
camera is located on Norris Hill. 
"These cameras, they save me 
so much," said Coffman. "I can 
be home on a Saturday and I can 
look on the camera to decide if it's 
alright or if I need to get somebody 
out there."

The RWIS cameras are acces-

sible directly from the Montana.
gov website in the Local Informa-
tion section.

Coffman doesn't measure 
success by the number of vehicle 
accidents, because too many fac-
tors are involved, such as driver 
error. "You know you can't drive 
for the people, but you've got to try 
to set them up for success," he said. 
"You have to know that you're still 
dealing with Mother Nature. There 
are factors where you might have 
some bad roads, but if we're out 
there working on them, we've done 
our best to keep people safe."

The Ennis section also works 
during summer to make winter 
driving safer, installing reflective 
road delineators every 250 feet. 

Sometimes, people tthank 
the plow drivers. "Most of the 
time, with social media and stuff, 
you get bashed a little bit," said 
Coffman. "I tend to stay away 
from that. But you'll be fueling up 
your truck at the gas station and 

somebody will say, 'thanks a lot,' 
and that means a lot. That is a good 
measure of what you're doing. 
When you go to a high school bas-
ketball game and somebody comes 
up and says, 'you guys are doing a 
great job,' that's a good measure, 
But, just like anything else, you 
generally hear more negative 
than positive. That's why I have a 
Christmas card on my office wall 
that's two years old."

The job of snowplow driver 
does have some rewards, aside 
from a paycheck. "It's a sense 
of satisfaction that you're doing 
something that matters," said 
Coffman. "You're doing something 
to help people. At times, people 
would rather you weren't in their 
way. But, when I've got a string 
of cars behind me and I'm going 
over that hill, and I turn around at 
Norris and I watch that stream of 
cars headed toward Bozeman, I 
know I've done my job to get them 
part-way there."

Geoff Hamill
editor@madisoniannews.com

Plowing the way

MDOT Ennis section supervisor Chad Coffman shows off the section's four-wheel-drive snowplow. Coffman has been driving snowplows for nine years and manages a 
team of five snowplow drivers. The supervisor said snowplow driving is an often dangerous and thankless job. (G. Hamill photo)
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We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-586-2173

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: The first and third Friday 
of every month by appointment.

Bozeman: Monday-Thursday 8am-6pm
and Friday 8am-5pm.

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

                  -   -                    
                    -   -       
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Submitted by Shape Up 
Montana

Billings, Montana - Reg-
istration for the 16th An-
nual Shape Up Montana 
program is underway.  Shape 
Up Montana is a team-based 
healthy lifestyle program of 
the Big Sky State Games that 
helps Montanans to be more 
physically active and make 
healthier nutrition choices. 
The team competition is based 
on Accumulated Activity, 
logging miles with the aid of 
an activity conversion calcula-
tor and smartphone app. A 
Weight Loss category, based 
on healthful eating and physi-
cal activity, can be added at 
no extra charge.  Teams of 4 to 
10 individuals work together 

for three months (February 1 
- May 1). Mileage is converted 
from regular daily activities 
(yard work, housework) and 
aerobic activity (swimming, 
running, walking, cycling, 
etc.). 

Since it began in 2003, over 
70,000 Montanans have logged 
more than 13.5 million activity 
miles! Organizers are working 
to reverse the progression of 
obesity and overweight trends 
in Montana. 

Shape Up Montana works 
with the business commu-
nity, member organizations 
and families to engage their 
employees and members 
in a team format that spurs 
increasing physical activ-
ity and encourages healthy 
eating habits.  Past Shape Up 

Montana teams have included 
businesses, church groups, 
organizations, friends, clubs, 
school staff and families.

Everyone who enters re-
ceives a Shape Up Montana T-
shirt, free entry into the Shape 
Up Montana Virtual 5k Walk/
Run, and access to a Shape Up 
Montana app for easy log-
ging on the go.  The program 
features health and wellness 
resources, weekly challenges 
for bonus miles, and exercise 
videos from Montana experts. 
Awards will be presented for 
weekly challenge completion, 
monthly reporting and for the 
top three teams in each divi-
sion.

Online registration, entry 
forms and more information 
are available www.shapeup-
montana.org or call (406) 254-
7426. The deadline is January 
31 for online registration (late 
entries accepted). Entry forms 
are also available at the Big Sky 
State Games Office in Billings 
(490 N. 31st, Suite 200). 

SHAPE UP MONTANA 
REGISTRATION OPENS

Submitted  by Statepoint

Sometimes the best advice comes from 
someone who’s been there, done that. So, if 
you’re resolving to lose weight, why not con-
sider the wisdom of someone who faced this 
challenge, and did so with great success?

Morgan Root, an Army veteran, found that 
after the birth of her second child, the scale 
kept going up instead of down. Determined to 
make a change, Morgan committed to los-
ing weight and shed an inspiring 128 pounds. 
Here are her tips to help you lose weight this 
New Year:

• Make your excuse your motivation. When 
you flip your excuses into your motivation, 
it’s amazing how much you can accomplish. 
Always remind yourself of why you started 
and what your motivation is when things get 
tough. “For me, my kids used to be my excuse 
for why I couldn’t work out or make myself a 
priority, but now they’re my motivation,” says 
Root.

• Find a weight loss plan that works for 
you. Finding a plan that works for you is so 
important to fuel your weight loss goals and 
create sustainable success.

“Being in the army, I was used to structure. 
As a result, I turned to Nutrisystem, which 
provided the framework I needed to help me 
lose the weight,” says Root, who is also a busy 
mom. “Having portion-controlled meals de-

livered to my home made it easier. My favorite 
food is the Margherita Pizza. I could eat pizza 
when my kids had pizza and didn’t have to 
think about counting, measuring or weighing 
anything. It was a win-win!”

• Increase your water intake. Water is so 
important to your overall health, so invest in 
a new water bottle this year and drink up! A 
study found that when people drink six cups 
(48 ounces) of cold water, they increase their 
resting calorie burn by up to 50 calories per 
day. Water also helps you feel full and poten-
tially eat less. Sometimes when you think you 
are hungry, you are actually just thirsty. Aim 
for 64 ounces per day.

• Change your rewards and comforts. 
When something good happens in life, we 
often reward ourselves with food, and when 
something bad happens we comfort ourselves 
with the same. Find other ways to reward 
yourself, like buying something new. Com-
fort yourself by taking a bath or long shower. 
Chances are, you’ll forget about wanting that 
food.

• Get moving. Being active not only ben-
efits your weight loss journey, it can also clear 
your head and will help you feel better overall. 
Aim for three 10-minute exercise sessions 
daily. Do a quick workout video before work 
in the morning, take a conference call on-
the-go at lunch and take your dog for an extra 

walk around the neighborhood when you get 
home. No matter what, always aim to be active 
for at least 30 minutes a day. By the end of the 
week, you’ll have burned as many as 200 extra 
calories per day.

For more tips to help you on your weight 

loss journey, visit leaf.nutrisystem.com.
A weight loss journey is never easy, no 

matter how much you have to lose, but it’s ab-
solutely worth it. “I have found myself again. 
I am stronger, healthier, confident, driven and 
determined more than ever,” says Root.

5 Weight Loss Tips from a Woman Who Lost 128 Pounds

Morgan Root, an Army veteran, after dropping 128 pounds. (Statepoint photo)
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Slip Sliding 
AwAy

Bubble of Historic Proportions  by Jerry Welch

In 2017, commodities per 
se as measured by the CRB 
Index posted a 11/2 year low 
on June 21, bottomed out and 
quickly headed north. On the 
final day of 2017, the CRB hit a 
10-month high and back to the 
levels of mid-January. With the 
benefit of hindsight, it is clear 
the CRB was roller coaster like 
last year offering something 
for the bulls and something for 
the bears. But a New Year lies 
ahead and hopes are high that 
commodities will do better and 
be less rollercoaster-like.

I am on record as forecast-
ing that commodities in 2018 
will either go up or down. I 
am convinced of that. But here 
are a few more of my thoughts 
about the opportunities for 
investors and traders in the 
New Year.

In the first half of 2017, the 
only commodity markets to 

do well on the long side of the 
ledger were cattle, hogs, wheat, 
lead, aluminum, gold, cotton, 
corn and silver. Values for each 
of those markets improved 
right into June, which also hap-
pened to be the month the CRB 
Index bottomed and began to 
march higher into the end of 
the year.

The weak markets in the 
first half of 2017 were soybeans, 
nickel, natural gas, crude oil 
and products coffee, cocoa and 
sugar. Each of those markets 
were defensive into June. And 
in the case of soybeans, cocoa 
and sugar, prices moved even 
lower into the final weeks of the 
year.

The impressive rally with 
the CRB Index, from June into 
the end of 2017, was due in 
large part to the  fact that crude 
oil and copper did exception-
ally well in 2017. As a result, 

the general consensus is hard 
assets will do much better in 
2018 than 2017 - or the previ-
ous 6 years for that matter. Yes, 
a growing consensus is that a 
whiff of inflation will be seen 
in the New Year, something not 
seen since the recession ended 
in 2009.

Several major Wall Street 
firms are now predicting that, 
due to global economic growth 
and in particular from the 
United States and Asia, com-
modity inflation will up-tick by 
10 percent in 2018. However, 
the rise in inflation they are 
calling for is mostly with in-
dustrial metals and the energy 
markets. Few, if any, major 
firms are looking for much of a 
rebound with the ag-markets, 
grains, livestock or tropical 
markets such as cocoa, sugar 
and so forth.

But down through history, 

two leading indicators for com-
modities per se are copper and 
crude oil. Copper prices ended 
2017 at its best level in four 
years and crude at its best level 
in two-and-a-half years. Plus, 
gold prices enjoyed their best 
rally in 10 years because the 
dollar endured its most bearish 
year in a decade.

History shows as the dollar 
moves lower, commodities tend 
to move higher. History also 
shows that commodities per se 
tend to follow the lead of crude 
oil and copper. Looking at 
history, it is no great surprise, 
therefore, that a number of 
Wall Street firms are calling for 
a rise in inflation in the New 
Year. 

If there is indeed is a mean-
ingful rise with inflation the 
U.S debt markets and treasury 
bonds in particular are headed 
a great deal lower. I have stated 

time and again the bond mar-
ket is a huge bubble waiting to 
be popped and that remains my 
conviction. The debt markets 
will pop for certain if inflation 
is greater than expectations.

In late July, Bloomberg 
News published a piece en-
titled, Greenspan Sees No Stock 
Exc ess, Warns of Bond Market 
Bubble.  “By any measure, real 
long-term interest rates are 
much too low and therefore 
unsustainable,” the former Fed-
eral Reserve chairman, 91, said 
in an interview. “When they 
move higher they are likely to 
move reasonably fast. We are 
experiencing a bubble, not in 
stock prices but in bond prices. 
This is not discounted in the 
marketplace.”

Mr. Greenspan went on to 
say in the same article. “The 
real problem is that when the 
bond-market bubble collapses, 

long-term interest rates will 
rise,” Greenspan went on to say, 
“We are moving into a differ-
ent phase of the economy - to 
a stagflation not seen since the 
1970s. That is not good for asset 
prices.”

History also shows that 
when long-term interest rates 
rise, it is not bullish for stocks 
or commodities. Higher rates 
and lower bond prices slow 
economic growth, cap rising 
prices and keep inflationary 
pressure in check.  That is how 
it is and that is why the Fed em-
ploys such a monetary policy.

In the New Year, I suggest 
probing the short side of the 
US debt markets, T-bonds and 
T-notes. As inflation rises, 
the debt markets should work 
lower while at the same time 
commodities either go up 
down. The big story in 2018 
will be the loud 

Groundwater Quality from Private Wells in Montana 

By Adam Sigler, MSU Extension

Hollowtop 
Smoke SignalS

By Art Kehler
for The Madisonian

Addressing the advantages of 
multi-sensory driving

After having operated 
many different means of 
transportation for 53 win-
ters, I have 
learned a 
thing or 
two about 
cold-
weather 
driving. For 
instance, 
when 
negotiating 
icy roads, 
I still drive 
by the seat-
of-my-pants. 
Hence, I slowly increase speed 
until the automobile’s rear 
end starts to slip and my rear 
end begins to fasten to the 
seat, simultaneously. At that 
critical juncture, I slow down 
enough to stabilize the vehicle 
and then, continue on at that 
speed. 

True, the seat of one’s 
pants is not the center of 
human cerebral activity. 
However, it only makes sense 
that, because it’s closer to the 
highway, the butt is first to 
detect slippage. Therefore, in 
my opinion, only when both 
the butt and brain are fully 
involved does true, multi-
sensory driving come into 
play. Regrettably, one day last 
week, I encountered a mo-
torist who didn’t give a hoot 
about my cautious navigation 
methods. 

Shortly after leaving Har-
rison for Butte, on glare-ice 
roads, I glanced into the 
rearview mirror to see an 
SUV following too close 
for the slippery conditions. 
Evidently, it was too much 
to expect the other driver to 
grasp that, if I had to sud-
denly hit my brakes, he would 
have to hit his too. Just then, I 
saw a wide-eyed deer stand-
ing in the middle of the road 
ahead of me. 

As I suspected would hap-
pen, shortly after I touched 
my brakes, both automobiles 
were slip-sliding-away across 
the hardtop. Fortunately, I 
had been driving slow enough 
to allow the deer time to 
scramble out of the way. 
Even better, the lead-footed 
follower and I were able to 
avoid colliding, but only 
barely. While waiting for my 
bulging eyeballs to recede 
back into their sockets, I was 
reminded of the first rule of 

cold-weather driving: “Never 
forget about the other nuts on 
the road!” 

During the remainder 
of my trip to Butte, most 
motorists I met drove in 
a multi-sensory, seat-of-
the-pants mode. There 
were, however, a distress-
ing number of reckless 
individuals (aka car 
kamikazes) who, because 
they had all-wheel-drive 
vehicles, insisted on driv-
ing at the posted speed 
limit. The blissfully oblivi-

ous dunderheads fairly 
blew the doors off my (in 
their view) dawdling car. De-
spite being hounded by such 
maniacal motorists, for whom 
my archaic driving methods 
were plainly no longer in 
vogue, I made it back to Har-
rison physically unscathed. 
However, I did suffer moder-
ate psychological trauma. 

That’s not to say I don’t 
believe modern automobile 
safety features (i.e. all-wheel 
drive, anti-lock braking, 
active traction control, skid 
control, etc) are helpful. 
In fact, they do reduce the 
chances of sliding and, to 
some extent, mitigate sliding 
severity after it has begun. 
It’s just that I worry too many 
people are placing an over-re-
liance on current automotive 
technology. After all, when 
its tires have broken contact 
with the surface of a highway, 
it doesn’t matter how many 
wheels are propelling the 
vehicle. At that point, the car 
is doing the driving, and the 
driver (spectator) is merely 
reacting as best he can. 

In the final analysis, it’s far 
better to avoid slip-sliding-
away on an icy road in the 
first place, than to deal with 
the hair-raising consequences 
after the fact. So, here’s to 
multi-sensory, seat-of-the-
pants driving. May it soon be 
back in vogue! As I see things, 
when it comes right down to 
it, good-old common sense is 
still the primary safety feature 
a driver can employ when 
negotiating icy roads. 

© Art Kehler
Art lives in Harrison, 

Montana. His essays, stories 
and poetry have been pub-
lished in newspapers, jour-
nals, literary magazines and 
online magazines.

Art Kehler

When talking about water 
quality, I like to say water has a 
memory. It remembers where it 
has been, meaning, it has char-
acteristics based on the path 
it has taken. So, to understand 
the quality of groundwater, 
we need a basic understand-
ing of where groundwater 
originates. Ultimately it comes 
from precipitation, which is as 
close to distilled water as we 
find in nature. If the amount of 
liquid water on the land surface 
is greater than the amount 
of evaporation at any given 
time and place, the water can 
infiltrate into the ground to 
recharge groundwater. 

A well owner should test 
their water quality if the well 
has been flooded or if they 
notice a change in the quality 
of their water. Annual testing is 
recommended for nitrate and 
bacteria. It is also a good idea to 
check with your local health de-
partment, water quality district 
or extension agent to find out if 
there are other constituents of 
concern in your area. The “Well 
Educated” program is a Mon-
tana State University Exten-
sion program that guides well 
owners through the process of 
testing and understanding their 
water quality. Below is some 

basic information on a few pa-
rameters of interest for private 
well testing along with some 
insights based on results from 
the Well Educated program. 
Nitrate

Nitrate is the chemical 
constituent that probably gets 
the most widespread attention 
in groundwater. Nitrate-N is a 
concern because at concentra-
tions greater than 10 mg/L* it 
can cause blue baby syndrome 
(methemoglobinemia) and 
there is some evidence that at 
high concentrations it causes 
increased risk of cancer. It is 
also of interest because natural 
concentrations in groundwa-
ter rarely exceed 2 mg/L* but 
nitrate can come from human 
waste, animal waste or fertilizer. 
Nitrate-N is very soluble and 
moves readily in groundwater, 
so a concentration above 2 
mg/L or a concentration that 
increases through time may be 
evidence that human activ-
ity is influencing a well water 
supply. Annual nitrate testing 
is a good idea, especially if the 
area up-gradient from the well 
includes a lot of septic systems 
or agriculture. 
Bacteria

Bacteria can be found 
everywhere on Earth, includ-

ing groundwater. However, 
coliform is a specific group of 
bacteria not typically found in 
groundwater. Presence of coli-
form bacteria in groundwater is 
not an immediate indication of 
a health risk but is an indica-
tor that groundwater is being 
influenced by surface activi-
ties. E. coli is a specific type of 
coliform bacteria found in the 
waste of warm-blooded animals 
and its presence is an indica-
tor of fecal contamination. 
Presence of E. coli in a well is 
associated with risk of water-
borne disease and use of E. coli 
contaminated water should be 
discontinued immediately. Co-
liform or E. coli in a well may 
come from a poorly capped 
well or from surface water or 
waste water reaching the water 
supply without adequate filtra-
tion through soil. Shallower 
wells are more susceptible to 
contamination from surface 
water, but any well is subject to 
contamination if the wellhead is 
not protected. For this reason, 
every well owner should con-
duct annual bacteria testing. 
Arsenic

Arsenic occurs naturally in 
the Earth’s crust at an average 
concentration of two to five 
parts per million (ppm) or two 

to five grains in a cup of sugar. 
Higher concentrations are 
often found around hot springs 
and other geothermal sources; 
mined ores like copper, gold 
and zinc; and also in some areas 
with glacial geologic depos-
its. When groundwater flows 
through mineral deposits high 
in arsenic, the minerals can 
break down and release arsenic 
into the water. The arsenic 
concentration flowing out of 
Yellowstone National Park in 
the Madison River ranges up to 
more than 10 times the drink-
ing water standard as a result of 
natural geothermal sources. As 
a result, the aquifers adjacent to 
the Madison River often have 
elevated arsenic. Arsenic con-
centrations above the 0.01 ppm 
drinking water standard have 
been detected through the Well 
Educated program in Big Horn, 
Cascade, Gallatin, Jefferson, 
Lewis and Clark, Madison and 
Missoula counties. 

For additional information 
visit MSU Extension Water 
Quality website:  http://wa-
terquality.montana.edu. This 
article was originally published 
in the 2011 Winter edition of Big 
Sky Small Acres by Adam Sigler, 
MSU Extension Water Quality 
Associate Specialist

“A divided country” is a 
prevalent theme in America today, 
and simultaneously many business 
leaders find the need for their em-
ployees to work well together has 
never been more important – or 
perhaps more challenging.

For the first time in modern 
history, the workforce consists of 
four and sometimes five genera-
tions within a single company. That 
age/experience difference can lead 
to varied ways of looking at things 
– and also varied ways in which 
co-workers perceive those from 
another generation. Research by 
firms that explore office interaction 
reveals generation gaps in areas 
such as communication style, goals, 
adaptation to change and technical 
skills. Bosses face the challenge of 
how to bridge these differences.

“It starts with dropping the 
stereotypes,” says Sue Hawkes, a 
leadership expert and author of 
Chasing Perfection: Shatter the 

Illusion, Minimize Self-Doubt 
& Maximize Success. “Belief in 
generational stereotypes limits your 
ability to harness the best from 
everyone at the table. A company’s 
leader can learn how to unlock 
potential from all generations by 
engaging everyone around shared 
values.”

Hawkes gives four tips on how 
business leaders can get employees 
in a multi-generational company to 
work well together through effec-
tive communication:

•    Building bridges.  Despite 
wide age disparities, common 
ground needs to be found. Hawkes 
says that requires investing the 
time to learn about others and their 
motivations.  “The research and 
conversations about generations 
tend to focus on the differences,” 
Hawkes says. “Millennials, for 
instance, get a bad rap in the work-
ing world, like they have an inflated 
sense of entitlement. Yet research 

shows they share some traits with 
entrepreneurs.”

•    Daily check-ins. Reading the 
temperature in your multi-genera-
tional office doesn’t include trying 
to read employees’ minds. Hawkes 
emphasizes that younger people 
new to their career need interac-
tion.  “Don’t assume people you’re 
mentoring haven’t asked a question 
because they already know the an-
swer,” Hawkes says. “Be proactive 
and make daily check-ins a habit. It 
gives them a chance to air thoughts 
and ask questions.”

•    Share a big enough “why.” 
Employees of all ages and back-
grounds are key gears that turn 
the big wheel. At the center of that 
wheel is the why – essentially, the 
core values of the company culture. 
“Some people are put off by a new 
or younger employee’s need to 
know the why for the things they’re 
asked to do,” Hawkes says. “Once 
rules and methods are explained as 

connections to success, everybody 
moves forward with a renewed 
purpose.”

•    Set clear expectations for 
projects, goals.  No matter what 
generation leaders are from, they 
should make sure their mentee 
or employee understands exactly 
what they want and how with a 
specific timeline. “It’s important 
to be explicitly clear,” Hawkes 
says. “Someone from a different 
generation may not have the same 
ideas about what is relevant and 
necessary toward certain business 
objectives.”

“I challenge the belief that any 
generation can be categorized and 
generalized in behavior,” Hawkes 
says. “We can move from seeing 
the barriers between us to a place 
of common ground and opportu-
nity, doing so with courageous and 
open  conversations expanding 
on what each person brings to the 
table."

Tips for blending generations in the workplace
Submitted by Sue Hawkes
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HELP WANTED

estate sales

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. 
Ennis. 682-7844

30-tfc-b

SERVICES

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 
month plus security deposit, 

utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
12-1mo-b

for  sale

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Fall is ideal removing 
and pruning time!

Vintage Oak table, five legs, three 
leaves with claw feet. Vintage 
desk, chairs and misc. items. Call 
(480) 335-7431.
47-tfc-f

46’’ Vintage round oak table with 
pedestals and feet, antique tear 
hand painted Asian side tables, 
vintage maple hutch, and much 
more. ALL ITEMS LIKE NEW. 
Call Jan at (406)287-9290. Will 
email pictures by request. 
48-tfc-f

280-300 ton high quality alfalfa. 
3x4 medium square. Near Ennis. 
406-581-4124
51-tfc-f

statewide
classifieds

lost & found

For RENT

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

FOR RENT
Mini-storage/insulated garage, 
in Ennis. 12x23. $60 per month. 
682-7153
3-tfc-b

Want to submit an event 
for a chance to be 

featured in our Around 
the County section!?

All you have to 
do is email it to 

editor@madisoniannews.
com. just make sure your 
submission is 150 words or 

less.
Thanks!

For Sale: Collection of Larry Za-
bel framed and unframed prints 
and giclees.  Can buy any or all. 
Pick up in Butte, or we can ship 
for fee. Leave message 406-490-
1712.
45-tfc-f

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 
Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 
581-9254
18-tfc-b

For Rent - Lone Elk Mall: Retail/
office unit, 2000 sq ft, $700/
month plus utilities and mainte-
nance dues. 682-5653
47-tfc-b

My beautiful 6 ft. grand piano, 
like new, bought 2004, appraised 
$5200, asking $4900; moving, 
must sell. 406-579-8411
7-tfc-f

LOST DOG
Male Australian Shepherd, ap-
prox. 50 lbs, brown/red in color 
with white patches. Answers to 
"Abe". Last seen at his home in 
Shining Mountains. Was wearing 
a leather turquoise collar. Very 
friendly.  Please call Kaylee with 
any information at 806-290-5350.
tfc

248 Front St, Harrison, lg1 
Bd hse. Rent $600. a mo. Call 

Baycroft's Prop Mgmt, Inc 
406-560-3274   

www.baycroftproperty.com
9-tfc-b

126 Main, Harrison, 1 bd apt, 
util. incl. Rent $575. a mo. 

Call Baycroft's Prop Mgmt, Inc 
406-560-3274   

www.baycroftproperty.com
9-tfc-b

Certified automotive and 
diesel mechanic in Ennis. 

Lower prices. Higher quality. 
Call Jaritt at (406)640-1579.

9-tfc-b

CNA
TOBACCO ROOT MOUN-
TAINS CARE CENTER IN 
SHERIDAN, MT A SMALL 
FAMILY ORIENTED LTC 

FACILITY HAS POSITIONS 
OPEN FOR CERTIFIED 
NURSE’S AIDES.  WILL 

TRAIN IF NOT 
CERTIFIED.   COMPETETIVE 
WAGES, GREAT BENEFITS. 
CONTACT HOLLY AT (406) 

842-5600 FOR 
MORE INFO AND APPLICA-

TION.  EOE
11-tfc-b

REGISTERED NURSE (RN)/LI-
CENSED PRACTICAL NURSE 

(LPN)
Tobacco Root Mountain Care 
Center (TRMCC) is a skilled 

nursing facility located in Sheri-
dan, Montana.  TRMCC pro-

vides 24-hour long term nursing 
care and has the capabilities to 
care for adults with acute medi-
cal needs or seniors recovering 

from surgery needing rehabilita-
tion services. 

We are looking for passionate 
and talented team members to 

join TRMCC. This is an amazing 
opportunity for a LTC RN or 

LPN to work in a great relaxed 
environment assisting the resi-

dents of our facility. 
Employee Benefits:

•	 Health	insurance	avail-
able (County sponsored benefit 

with 30 hours or more per week), 
optional dental, and vision plans 
•	Flexible	spending	account	or	

Health Savings account available 
•	Montana	Public	Employee	Ad-
ministration (retirement benefit) 
and optional 457-b savings plan 
•	Life	insurance	•	Vacation	and	

sick time benefits.
TRMCC promotes a drug and 
alcohol-free workplace. Offers 
of employment are contingent 
upon successfully passing pre-

employment screenings.
Contact Information

Holly Haithcox – Business Office 
Manager

Tobacco Root Mountain Care 
Center

326 Madison Street, Sheridan 
MT 

406-842-5600
11-tfc-b

Like new portable keyboard by 
Peavey, lots of great sounds & 
recording capable, professional 
style, $895 w/stand. 406-579-8411
11-tfc-f

PONY CACHE SECURE 
STORAGE, Pony Montana

Units Available 685.3530
11-4-b

Chimney & Vent
cleaning
Gary
Kinney
843-5486

STATEWIDE ADVERTISING
Montana's Statewide CLASSIFIED Advertising NetWORKS for you!

25 words $149 in 67 newspapers reaching 

400,000 readers each week

REACH 

THE  406
FOR $149

One  call  to  your  local newspaper  or  
the  Montana  Newspaper  Association 
406.443.2850  |  mtnewspapers.com 

190 Channels

with America’s Top 120

$4999
/mo.Ask about 

internet with 
download speeds 
of 25 Mbps!

25
Mbps

High-Speed 
Internet

Internet plus TV

Call Eagle Satellite!
(800) 386-7222

Requires credit qualification, 2-year commitment 
with early termination fee, and eAutoPay.

Offer ends 1/15/18 . Restrictions apply. Call for details.

plus taxes

Part time Registered Nurse-
Part-time at  Madison Valley 
Manor, in Ennis, MT. $22.44 
- $28.05. Part-time position, 

must be able to work a flexible 
schedule with some weekends 
or evening shifts required. The 

County is an equal opportunity 
employer. The County 

shall, upon request, provide 
reasonable accommodations to 
otherwise qualified individuals 

with disabilities.
Call Christine Despres, 

DON 406-682-7271 for more 
information.

12-4-b

Madison Valley Manor in Ennis 
is looking for certified nurses 
aides to work full or part time 
in the long term care setting.

Training may be provided 
for interested individuals. 
Get your healthcare career 

started at the grass roots level. 
Health Insurance , retirement 
and many other benefits are 

available.
EOE , contact Christine 

Despres, DON 406-600-6379 
for more information.

12-4-b

Professional office space in Lone 
Elk Mall. 120sf. Includes com-
mon area conference room, utili-
ties and other amenities. $200/
mo. 682.5653
12-tfc?-b

Ad #011
Real Estate– Northwest Mon-
tana – Company owned. Small 
and large acre parcels. Private. 
Trees and meadows. National 
Forest boundaries. Tungsten-
holdings.com (406) 293-3714

Ad #012
Northwest Community Health 
Center (NWCHC) is looking 
add a team-oriented Registered 
Dental Hygienist (RDH) to its 
dental department. Applicant 
must have a current Montana 
Licensure. Full Job Description 
and to Apply http://northwest-
chc.org/jobs/

Ad #013
Nuverra is hiring for CDL 
Class A Truck Drivers. Driv-

ers can earn a $1500 sign on 
bonus. To apply call (701) 
842-3618, or go online to www.
nuverra.com/careers . Nuverra 
environmental solutions is an 
equal opportunity employer.

Ad #014
CENTER DIRECTOR – KICK-
ING HORSE JOB CORP For 
the position of Center Director 
(a Department of Labor, and 
Tribal Council approved posi-
tion), a minimum of five (5) 
years experience in program 
management and direction 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Administration, 
Education, or Human Ser-
vices and experience working 
with youth. This is a Testing 
Designated Position (TDP) in 
compliance with the Drug and 
Alcohol Policy. Employee is 
required to pass background 
investigation per PL–101-630. 
Starting wage $44.19. For more 
information or to apply contact 
the Tribal Personnel office in 
Pablo MT (406) 675- 2700 X 
1029 or KHJCC at (406) 644- 
2217. CSKT IS AN TRIBAL 
MEMBER PREFERENCE 
EMPLOYER

Ad # 015
Join our team at Carbon 
County News. We are looking 
for a part-time or full time ad 
salesperson with a go-getting 
and positive attitude who can 
take direction and be self-suf-
ficient. Learn to build current 
relationships and prospect new 
businesses. Must have reliable 
transportation. We are based in 
beautiful downtown Red Lodge 
with the Beartooth Mountains 
over looking us. Lots of op-
portunities to ski, hike, fish, 
hunt and simply enjoy the 
breathtaking scenery. Base pay 
plus commission and mileage. 
Email cover letter and resume 
to news@carboncountynews.
com

Ad # 016
RANCH HAND, No horses. 
750+- cows, 650+- yearlings. 
Minimal farming. Skills: cattle 
handling, CDL, equipment 
operation, fencing. Hour from 
Billings. Pay DOE, housing. 
(406) 690-4042

Ad # 017 
Stebleton Trucking Hiring 
Class A CDL Truck Drivers in 
Bakken Oil Field. Sidney, MT 
based, hauling frac sand/water, 
competitive wages, free hous-
ing provided. Contact Doug 
Stebleton, 310-497-8000. 

Ad #018
For Sale two 2012 16 x 80 mo-
bile homes in great condition 
$43,900 each delivered and set 
up within 150 miles of Billings 
(406) 259-4663  

Ad # 019
The Big Sandy 6th annual Gun 
and Ammo show will be held 
on January 26th, 27th, 28th at 
the Jerry Martin Memorial Hall 
Downtown Big Sandy MT. Call 
Vance or Jean at (406) 386- 

2259 For More Information.

Ad # 020
ATTENTION EASTERN Mon-
tana Hunters/Furharvesters. 
Petska Fur running Bi-monthly 
routes. Actively seeking Coy-
otes, Lynxcats, Fox, Deer/Elkh-
ides and Antler. Coyote market 
exceptional. 308-750-0700, 
www.petskafur.net.

Ad # 021
If you are reading this ad, you 
can see that classified advertis-
ing works! Reach over 400,000 
readers in Montana and be-
yond to promote your product, 
service, event and business. To 
get results, contact this newspa-
per, or the Montana Newspaper 
Association at (406) 443-2850 
or email stacy@mtnewspapers.
com or member@mtnews-
papers.com. 25 words for the 
small investment of $149.



notice of hearing on 
name change
MONTANA 5TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 
OF MADISON COUNTY
IN THe MATTeR OF THe NAMe CHANge OF 
BRITTNeY MCPHeTReS,
ReSPONDeNT.
CAUSe NUMBeR: Dv-29-2017-75
This notice that Petitioner has asked the District 
Court for a change of name Brittney McPhetres 
to Brittney Burke.
Upon Courts own motion, a hearing for the 
above entitled action is set for Monday, Janu-
ary 29, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. in the courtroom of 
the Madison County Courthouse, virginia City, 
Montana. 
(Pub. December 21, 28, January 4, 11, 2018)  bm
MNAXLP

notice to creditors
IN THe FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THe 
STATe OF
MONTANA, COUNTY OF MADISON
IN Re eSTATe OF:
JOHN vINCeNT BRUTHeRS, also known as 
JOHN v. BRUTHeRS,
Deceased.
Cause No.  DP-29-2017-37

That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate.  All persons having claims against said 
decedent are required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or said claims will be 
forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to PATRICIA LYNN 
MURPHY, the Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, at 3438 e. State Street, Ham-
ilton, New Jersey  08619, or filed with the Clerk of 
the above-entitled Court.
Dated:  December 6, 2017
PATRICIA LYNN MURPHY
Personal Representative
STATe OF NeW JeRSeY )
:ss
COUNTY OF MeRCeR
PATRICIA LYNN MURPHY, being first duly 
sworn, upon oath, deposes and says:
That she has read the foregoing NOTICe TO 
CReDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate and 
complete to the best of her knowledge and belief.  
I make this declaration under penalty of perjury 
under the laws of the State of Montana.
PATRICIA LYNN MURPHY
Personal Representative

SUBSCRIBeD AND SWORN to before me this 
6 day of December, 2017.
Bharat P. Patel
Notary Public for the State of New Jersey
Residing at:  Pennington, NJ 
My Commission expires: September 1, 2020
(SeAL)
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
ennis, MT  59729
Telephone:  (406) 682-7878
(Pub. December 28, Jan. 4, 11, 2018)  km
MNAXLP

annUaL Board meeting
ACTION INC.

WILL Be HOLDINg THeIR 
ANNUAL BOARD MeeTINg

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 2018
AT THe eMMA PARK 

NeIgHBORHOOD CeNTeR
25 WeST SILveR STReeT, BUTTe, 

MONTANA  59701
BOARD MeeTINg STARTS AT 10:00 A.M.
FOR FURTHeR INFORMATION PLeASe 
FeeL FRee TO CALL ACTION INC. AT 

(406) 533-6855
(Pub. January 11, 2018 ) AI

MNAXLP

madison coUntY 
PLanning Board notice 
of PUBLic meeting
THe MADISON COUNTY PLANNINg BOARD 
WILL CONTINUe THe PUBLIC HeARINg for 
the Moonlight Overall Development Plan on 
Monday, January 29, 2018 at 6:15 pm in the pub-
lic meeting room of the Madison County Admin-

istrative Office Building, 103 W Wallace, Virginia 
City, Montana.
The purpose of the public meeting is to receive 
comment on the proposed Moonlight Basin 
Overall Development Plan update.  The pro-
posed plan spans approximately 8,000 acres 
of platted subdivision and un-platted tracts of 
land located in the upper Jack Creek drainage 
on the northern flank of Lone Mountain in Sec-
tion 34, Township 5 South, Range 2 east; Sec-
tions 1-4, 9-12, 13-16, 22-24 & 26, Township 6 
South, Range 2 east; Sections 7 & 18, Township 
6 South, Range 3 east PMM. 
Written comments should be received by 3:00 
p.m. on January 29, 2018, and may be sent to 
the Madison County Planning Board by:  Mail to 
P.O. Box 278, virginia City, Montana, 59755; Fax 
to (406) 843-5229; or e-mail to drobison@madi-
son.mt.gov.   Oral or written comments may also 
be given at the public hearing.
The Overall Development Plan and supplemen-
tal information pertaining to this proposed subdi-
vision is available for review at:  
• Madison County Planning Office, 
103 W. Wallace, virginia City;
• Madison Valley Public Library, 210 
e. Main Street, ennis;
• Big Sky Fire Department, Station 1, 
650 Rainbow Trout Run, Big Sky
Call (406) 843-5250 for more information.
John Fountain, President, Madison County Plan-
ning Board 
(Pub. 11, 18, 2018) mcpb
MNAXLP

madison coUntY PLan-
ning Board notice of 
PUBLic hearing
The Madison County Planning Board will con-

duct a public hearing on Monday, January 29, 
2018, at 6:15 pm in the Public Meeting Room of 
the Madison County Administrative Office Build-
ing, 103 W Wallace, virginia City, Montana.
The purpose of the public hearing is to receive 
comment on the Acre Tract 85 Minor Subdivision 
to create 2 equal lots approximately 9,949.65 
square feet each located on the corner of Mill 
Street and Montana Street in the town of Sheri-
dan, Montana. Located in the North ½  of Section 
26, T 4S, R5W, Sheridan Original Townsite.
Written comments should be received by 3:00 
p.m. on January 30, 2018, and may be sent to 
the Madison County Planning Board by:  Mail to 
P.O.  Box 278, virginia City, Montana, 59755; Fax 
to (406) 843-5229; or e-mail to drobison@madi-
son.mt.gov.   Oral or written comments may also 
be given at the public hearing.
Call (406) 843-5250 for more information.
John Fountain, President, Madison County Plan-
ning Board 
(Pub. 11, 18, 2018) mcpb
MNAXLP

notice of PUBLic hearing 
The Madison County Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 16, 2018, at 11:00 A.M., in the Commission-
ers’ Conference Room at the Administrative Of-
fice Building in Virginia City, Montana, to receive 
public comment on a resolution establishing 
County office hours.
Copies of the resolution are available for public 
review and comment at the Madison County 
Commissioners’ Office and posted on the Madi-
son County website, www.madisoncountymt.
gov .
Comments on the resolution are welcome.  Writ-
ten public comments may be submitted or de-
livered to the Madison County Commissioners’ 
Office, P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, MT 59755; 
faxed to (406) 843-5517; or emailed to madco@
madisoncountymt.gov.  Written comments must 
be received by close of the January 16, 2018, 
public hearing.
(Pub. 11, 2018) mcc
MNAXLP

notice to creditors
IN THe FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THe 
STATe OF
MONTANA, COUNTY OF MADISON
IN Re eSTATe OF:
COSMO W. MOCCIA,
Deceased.
Cause No.  DP-29-2017-39
NOTICe IS HeReBY gIveN that the under-

signed has been appointed Domiciliary
Foreign Personal Representative of the above-
named estate. All persons having claims against
the decedent are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to Richard Russell 
Moccia, the Personal Representative,
return receipt requested, in care of the law firm 
of Kasting, Kauffman& Mersen, P.C., 716 South
20* Ave., Suite 101, Bozeman, MT 59718, or 
filed with the Clerk of the above Court.
Dated: January 2, 2018
KASTINg,KAUFFMAN & MeRSeN P.C.
/s/ Jane Mersen
By JANe MeRSeN
Attorneys for Personal Representative
(Pub. Jan. 11, 18, 25, 2018)  kkm
MNAXLP
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for the week of 
JANUARY 11, 2018pUblic Notices

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

Klasen Septic
Need your septic tank 

pumped NOW?
We’re available! 
Call for a quote.
We also rent portable toilets.

683-2063   OR   925-1076

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

WeÕ re on 
the web!

www.
madisoniannews

.com

Check us out!



 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAySPRINg MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707

12 step programALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692
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MEALS FOR SENIORS, TWIN BRIDGES
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center provides 
meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 
noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center. 
Meals are for seniors 60 years and up (spouses and caregivers 
are invited). Donations for meals are appreciated.
Wed, Jan10: Pork Chops, mashed potatoes,  
vegetables,  fruit & muffins
Thurs, Jan 11: Sloppy Joes, garden salad, fruit & ice 
cream cookies

NOTICE FROM THE CENTER:   BEgINNINg JaN 
8TH THE CENTER WIll BE OPEN aNd SERvINg 
MEalS aT NOON 5 dayS a WEEk – MONday 
THROugH FRIday EaCH WEEk.

SENIOR MEALS, VIRGINIA CITY
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over will be 
served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday & Thursdays 
from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.
Thursday, January 11: Corned beef casserole, dessert
Tuesday,  January 16: Salisbury steak, mashed 
potatoes, peas, rolls, dessert

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY, SHERIDAN
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St. in Valley Assemply (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 
for more information.

MEALS ON WHEELS, SHERIDAN
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 years 
and over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to eat at the 
senior center, family style for $3.50 or have their meal delivered 
for $4.00. Delivered meals are within the city limits of  Sheridan 
and should be called in by 10 a.m. Call Shirley Sand at 842-
5966.

SENIOR CENTER MEALS, ENNIS
 MONday – FRIday 10:00 a.M. – 2:00 P.M.

Reservations 682-4422
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance for meal delivery 

or if  you plan to dine in. Ennis Senior center, 315 W Main Street

JaNuaRy 11 - 19

THuRSday JaNuaRy 11
REUBEN, JOJO POTATOES, DESSERT 

FRIday JaNuaRy 12
SALSBURY STEAK, BAKED POTATO & 
VEGGIES, DESSERT “PINOCHLE @ 12:45”

MONday  JaNuaRy 15
TURKEY BACON CLUB
PICKLE SPEAR & CHIPS
DESSERT “MAHJONG @ 1:00”

TuESday JaNuaRy 16
LASAGNA, SALAD & ROLL, DESSERT

WEdNESday JaNuaRy 17
SHRIMP & FRIES, FRUIT, DESSERT

THuRSday JaNuaRy 18
MEATLOAF & GRAVY, MASHERS & VEGGIES, 
DESSERT “HAPPY BIRTHDAY”

FRIday,  JaNuaRy 19
HERB PORK, TENDELOIN, RICE PILAF
VEGGIES, DESSERT “PINOCHLE @ 12:45”

Area Senior Meals

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

Ennis AssEmbly of God
Loving God, Loving People

Christian Science
Services

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614

President Chandler
682-3020

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

Will Stevens, Pastor
682-4949

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11am

Afternoon Service 1:30pm
Tuesday Womens Bible Study 6pm

Wednesday Night Prayer Group 6pm

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish

Invites you To Worship With Us
 

Reverend Susan DeBree

Office: (406) 842-5934
Home: (406) 842-7732

 
Church of  the Valley

Twin Bridges
Worship & Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
 

Bethel UMC
Sheridan

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Julie Russell 842-5876

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome, Fully Accessible

In communion with ELCA, UCC, RCA

Rev. Jean M. Johnson
682-4355  ~  Ennis

Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

Dayspring Church
Worship 10 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery 9 a.m.
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

596-0847  •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Shaw 684-5255

CHRISTMAS EvE SCHEDULE
 No Sunday School

Morning Worship 10:30 – 11:30 AM
Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 

5:00 – 6:00 PM

Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

114 N. Main, Sheridan
842-5845

Pastor Duane B. Deshner
Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday valley Kids- after 

school to 6:45 p.m.

Ruby valley Food Pantry- 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-Noon

Our mission is to Love Jesus, Love 
People, and Reach the Valley.

Ruby	 Valley
Baptist	 Church

Tony	 Shaw,	 Pastor
842-5602

Sunday	 School	 9:45	 a.m.
Worship	 Service	 11	 a.m.
Sunday	 Evening	 6	 p.m.
Wednesday	 Eve	 7	 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Sunday	 School	 9:45	 a.m.

Sunday ServiceS
10 a.m. at the Alder School

Alder, Montana
Sunday School, 9 a.m.

christ centered 
Bible Based

Tel. 406-842-5915
Pastor Tom Luksha

The Full Armor of God

Madison County 
CatholiC CoMMunity’s 

Mass sChedule

saturday services:
4:00 p.m. at St. JoSeph’S in 

Sheridan

sunday services:
8:00 a.m. at notre dame in 

twin BridgeS

9:30 a.m. at St. mary’S in 
Laurin

11:00 a.m. at St. patrick’S in 
enniS

Please call the Rectory for the 
daily Mass schedule at 842-5588

Father John Crutchfield, 
Pastor

Find Fellowship 
   With Us

ENNIS FAMILY and FRIENDS 
S U P P O RT  G R O U P

100 Prairie Way, Ennis (599-3659)
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a  l o v e d  o n e

s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a n y  t y p e  o f  a d d i c t i o n

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  5  p . m .

THE BAHA’I FAITH
Only when the lamp of search, of earnest 
striving, of longing desire, of passionate 

devotion, of fervid love, of rapture, and ecstasy, 
is kindled within the seeker's heart, and the 

breeze of His loving-kindness is wafted upon his 
soul, will the darkness of error be dispelled, the 
mists of doubts and misgivings be dissipated, 

and the lights of knowledge and certitude 
envelop his being. Gleanings from the 

  Writings of Baha'u'llah
But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy 
God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with 

all thy heart and with all thy soul.    
Hebrew Scriptures

Deuteronomy

www.bahai.org  |  406-451-3923 
Bahá’ís of Madison County

Submitted by Dr. Tom Baroletti

We are pleased to announce that Maria Bartoletti, 
DMD, MPH will be full time at the Bartoletti Dental of-
fice in Sheridan beginning Jan. 1. Dr. Tom Bartoletti will 
be leaving the practice after serving the people of south-
west Montana for more than 30 years.  He wants to thank 
you for allowing him to serve your dental needs. He also 
appreciates the support of Montana Dental Outreach 
Teams which brings dental care to people in underserved 
countries.

This is a proud moment as a father announces that 
his daughter, Maria Bartoletti, DMD, MPH will be tak-
ing over the practice. Maria went to school at Arizona 
School of Dentistry and Oral Health, where she received 
her dental degree and her master’s in public health. Ma-
ria lives in Sheridan with her husband, Jack Bieler, owner 
of Quaking Aspen Masonry, and their three daughters, 
Odessa, Stella and Mia. Maria has spent the last five years 
working at the Southwest Montana Community Health 
Center. The last three years she was the Assistant Dental 
Director, directing the Butte clinic. She is currently serv-
ing on the Dental Health and Access Committee for the 
Montana Dental Association. She looks forward to serv-
ing the dental needs of the community. Also, their young 
family is excited to raise the next generation of Sheridan 
Panthers in the valley. 

Thank you for your understanding during this 
transitional time. Make sure to come in for your routine 
cleaning and meet Dr. Maria Bartoletti. I will be around 
finding my next adventure or it will find me.

Bartoletti Dentists – Generation to Generation
LEFT: Dr. Maria 
Bartoletti and family

BELOW:  Dr. Tom 
Bartoletti and Dr. 
Maria Bartoletti

Photos courtesy 
Bartoletti family
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