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FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO

406-596-3137

HARDY DRYWALL

MY DRYWALL 
IS WITH YOU 
TILL THE END 
OF THE LINE.

How well do YOU know Madison County?

Our friend Leroy 
Reister from 

Silver Star knew 
this was the 

Jefferson River. 

Good job, Leroy!

If you know where the photo was taken, be sure to call after 9 a.m. on 
Dec. 16! Thanks!

THIS WEEK’S CONTEST IS 
SPONSORED BY 

Shovel & Spoon
Sheridan, MT

and
Maple' s Coffee

Ennis, MT

health of the Jack Creek drain-
age.

Future demand
“If the resort area were to 

suddenly stop growing tomor-
row, the solutions to these 
issues would be much simpler,” 
Kunard said. “However, this 
process is looking beyond 
the current conditions, and is 
trying to identify the expected 
needs for a fully developed 
community to sustain itself into 
the future.”

Therein lies the complica-

tion. At the public meeting, 
Gardner and the involved 
stakeholders informed interest-
ed community members about 
the issues they have prioritized: 
identifying a sustainable water 
source for the growing commu-
nity, identifying reliable waste 
water treatment that meets the 
capacity of the growing resort 
and managing and improving 
the health of the watershed that 
encompasses the resort.

“There were a lot of ques-
tions (from the community) 
about what the outcome will 
be,” Gardner said. “But we don’t 
know that yet.”

Gardner is encouraged the 
Big Sky community has water 
on the brain. 

“Now we will have more 
stakeholder meetings where we 
will really get into the issues 
and start looking at solutions,” 
she said. 

Solutions will not be easy 
to come by – Kunard said ad-
dressing the issues in a single, 
comprehensive plan is almost 
unprecedented in Montana.

“The resort community 
recognized the only way to de-
velop solutions to address all of 
these concerns was by bringing 
a very diverse group of stake-

holders that can contribute 
in a meaningful way,” he said. 
“Each of the issues on their 
own is incredibly complex, 
and will require thoughtful 
and innovative solutions.”

Up next
Gardner and the stake-

holders plan to hold more 
meetings in the future, where 
solutions will be identified as 
stakeholders come up with 
them.

“The growth of Big Sky is 
what is driving this,” she said. 
“It doesn’t look like it’s slow-
ing down.”

one of two Montana libraries 
recognized.

“It just proves our library 
is used, is supported and is 

appreciated,” said librarian 
Karen Ketchu during the Dec. 
8 meeting.

Ratings are based off the 
library’s per capita use and are 
measured in five categories: 

library visits, circulation, elec-
tronic circulation, attendance 
and public Internet terminal 
use. The only other library in 
the state to receive a rating 
from the Library Journal is 

the Whitefish Community 
Library.

“We’re very proud of the 
library and we are looking 
forward to the future,” Ketchu 
said.

Basketball round up
BOYS

ENNIS
The Mustangs were in Man-

hattan Christian last weekend 
for pre-season tournament ac-
tion, where they charged passed 
the Conrad Cowboys, 55-35, 
and fell to the Manhattan Chris-
tian Eagles by 13 – 50-63.

Seniors Gavin McKitrick 
and Jake Knack led the way as 
the Mustangs rolled passed the 
Cowboys, netting 18 and 16 
points, respectively.

The game against the Eagles 
was pretty much the same – 
McKitrick and Knack once 
again paved the way, earning 
14 and 18 points, respectively, 
while fellow senior Ty Morgan 
grabbed nine points.

The Mustangs will face-off 
against their Madison County 
rival, the Twin Bridges Fal-
cons, on Dec. 16 at Ennis High 
School.

HARRISON
The Wildcats had their first 

home game of the season as 
they hosted the Lone Peak Big 
Horns on Dec. 8. The Wildcats 
lost to the Big Horns, 43-67.

“I think as a group we are 
showing lots of potential,” said 
head coach Nick Dyke. “A 
couple of the younger players 
have contributed some sig-
nificant minutes in our past two 
games.”

Derik DeFrance led the 
scoreboard, netting 33 points 
against the Big Horns and nine 
rebounds, while Jakob Nye 
contributed 10 rebounds and 
two points.

“We are working on get-
ting everybody healthy and on 
learning our offensive sets,” said 
Dyke.

The Wildcats took on Absa-
rokee on Dec. 10. No stats were 
submitted for that game by The 
Madisonian’s press time.

The Wildcats travel to 
Panther country on Dec. 16 for 
a clash of purple as Harrison 
looks to defeat Sheridan. 

SHERIDAN
The Panthers took in pre-

season tournament action, 
where they were victorious 
in a close game against Rob-
erts. Sheridan snuck ahead of 
Roberts, thanks to a game high 
of 55 points from senior Tristen 
Horn. Tyler Haag added eight 
points for the Panthers, while 
Moxon Lee, Isaac Bendon and 
Jack Gilman each had two. 

The Panthers also played 
West Yellowstone last week, but 
scores and statistics were not 
made available by The Madiso-
nian’s press time.

TWIN BRIDGES
The Falcons were in Three 

Forks last weekend for a pre-
season tournament, where they 
rolled passed Thompson Falls, 
74-55, and fell to the Jefferson 
Panthers, 49-61.

“We changed a few things up 
for Saturday and we saw some 
great benefits,” said head coach 
Josh Keller of the tournament. 
“I really felt like the boys took a 
big step from Friday to Saturday. 
We are playing some new kids 
and it will take a little time to 
get where we want to be.” 

Wesley Harshbarger took 
home the game high with 25 
points against Thompson Falls, 
while Chace Guinnane added 17 
and Cooper Christensen had 14.

Christensen had 18 points 
for the Falcons against Boulder, 
while Harshbarger added 12.

GIRLS

ENNIS
The Lady Mustangs saw suc-

cess last weekend at the Man-
hattan Christian tournament, 
where they defeated the Conrad 
Cowgirls, 29-24 and the Lady 
Eagles, 44-28. 

“The girls did a great job of 
competing and playing hard 
every possession,” said head 
coach Jordan Overstreet. “We 
rebounded the ball extremely 
well and played great defense.”

The ladies in green were led 
by Danyel Martin and Jourdain 
Klein, who used their height 
to their advantage and posted 
up to snag 16 and 11 points, 
respectively. Point guard Danika 
Philpott added nine points to 
the Mustangs’ total against the 
Eagles.

Martin also led the team 
against the Cowgirls with nine 
points, while Philpott and Klein 
each added seven.

The Lady Mustangs host the 
Lady Falcons on Dec. 16.

HARRISON
The Lady Wildcats hosted 

the Lady Big Horns from Lone 
Peak on Dec. 9 and lost in a 
tough battle, 32-51. 

Josie Hokanson led the way 
for the Lady Wildcats with 23 
points, eight rebounds, four 
steals and three assists, while 
Stephanie Strong added six 
points.

“It was a good game … I 
saw a lot of improvement,” said 
head coach Zach Dyk. “We 
still need to get better on the 
rebounds and execution of our 
offense. I’m expecting a great 
week of practice to get ready 
for our conference games this 
weekend.”

The Lady Wildcats took on 
Absarokee on Dec. 10. No stats 
were submitted by The Madiso-
nian’s press time.

The Lady Wildcats will travel 
over the hill to take on Madison 
County rivals, the Sheridan 
Panthers, on Dec. 17.

SHERIDAN
The Lady Panthers took 

home a W on Dec. 8 after 
defeating the West Yellowstone 
Wolverines, 30-27, in overtime.

“Defensively, they did a great 
job of keeping West (Yellow-
stone) out of the interior,” said 
head coach Matthew Rockeman. 
“They were aggressive in the 
first quarter and did a good job 
of getting inside and getting to 
the rim to take shots.”

Seniors Janie Smart and 

Tionna Schwend led the way 
for the Panthers, scoring 12 and 
nine points, respectively, while 
sisters Destiny Fabel and Madi-
son Fabel contributed eight and 
two points, respectively.

The Panthers finished out 
the Lone Peak tournament on 
Saturday. Dec. 10 in Absarokee 
where they lost to Belgrade’s 
C-squad, 14-33.

The Panthers will host the 
Harrison Wildcats on Dec. 16 
and are preparing for the game 
by working on defense and 
shooting.

“We’re working on team 
defense and rebounding, as well 
as streamlining our offense so 
our scoring is a little more dis-
tributed throughout the team,” 
Rockeman said. 

TWIN BRIDGES
The Lady Falcons saw suc-

cess this weekend at the Three 
Forks pre-season tournament 
where they defeated both 
Thompson Falls, 71-32, and 
Boulder, 59-35.

Kailee Oliverson led the 
way for the Lady Falcons with 
22 points against Thompson 
Falls, while Cassie Williams and 
Reanne Bendon each contrib-
uted 13.

Oliverson once again topped 
the scoreboard in the game 
against Boulder with 27 points. 
Bendon added 18 points and 
Williams put up seven for the 
Falcons.

 “The girls played very 
hard and unselfish basketball,” 
said head coach Josh Keller, 
who took over after long time 
coach Rob Lott retired last 
year. “I was impressed at how 
well they picked up on a whole 
new system of basketball. We 
also played those games with-
out three of our varsity girls – 
we had to really dig deep and 
play disciplined due to the lack 
of depth.”

The Lady Falcons head 
to Ennis this week for some 
cross-county action on Dec. 
16.

This mountain is one of Madison County’s famous 
peaks – who can name it first!

Call 692-7755!

BIG SKY from pg. 1

ENNIS from pg. 1
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NO WAKE ZONE
Fish and Wildlife Commission initiates rule change on Madison River from Ennis Lake Bridge to dam

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

“What it boils down to is user conflict,” 
said Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks game 
warden Shane Brozovich, explaining a por-
tion of the Madison River should be a no wake 
zone.

On Thursday, Nov. 17, the commission 
started that process – the Madison River from 
the north Ennis Lake Bridge to 600 feet above 
the Madison Dam is now a no wake zone, 
according to FWP public information officer 
Andrea Jones.

“(The commission) did approve initiat-
ing rule making for a petition requesting an 
administrative rule limiting the Madison River 
to a no wake zone from the north Ennis Lake 
Bridge to 600 feet above the Madison Dam,” 
Jone said. 

Brozovich said the area is popular for a 
variety of recreators from kayakers to paddle-
boarders and swimmers. 

“People come in there with their boats 

and there just isn’t enough room,” Brozovich 
said. “This was my second summer (as game 
warden in this area) and we haven’t had any 
accidents. But (former warden Ryan Gosse) 
dealt with a number of them.”

The proposed no wake zone is located at 
the north end of Ennis Lake, where the lake 
funnels back into the river at the start of the 
Bear Trap Canyon. In the summer months, 
kids dive off rocks and play on a rope swing, 
landing in the water and swimming. 

“It’s similar to the area at Harrison Lake, 
where there is a no wake zone in the canyon 
from 6 p.m. to 11 a.m. the next day, but this is 
going to be full time,” Brozovich said. “A lot of 
people fish down there too, and boats speed 
by.”

“No wake” means you cannot have white 
water behind your watercraft, Brozovich clari-
fied. Once the rule is formally adopted by the 
commission, it will be a ticket-able offense, he 
added.

“It’s all about improving  safety,” Brozovich 
concluded.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
The Madison River between the bridge and the dam.

New parking lot at the manor
Caitlin Avey

news@madisoniannews.com

After applying for a Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant in 2014 and talking 
with contractors, construc-
tion on the remodel of the 
Madison Valley Manor began 
in October of 2015, and is 
now near completion as 
crews work on repaving the 
parking lot.

“It’s not 100 percent 
complete – we’re kind of at 
a winter shut down,” said 
Darcel Cook, MVM admin-
istrator. “All the electrical is 
in so the lights can go in and 
they can get those up, it’s just 
a matter of decent weather.”

In the spring, Cook said 
the contractors hope to 
sealcoat the parking lot and 
paint the lines, as well as add 
bumpers along the fence. 

“And the dirt along the 
side is where the Montana 
Department of Transporta-
tion (is going to put in a 
sidewalk), so we’ll be really 
excited when they get that 
going,” said Cook.

“So far, they’ve done a 
terrific job,” said Madison 
County Commissioner Jim 
Hart. “All that’s really left is 
to put in the sidewalk and 
put up the lights.”

Cook said everything 
has gone as planned and the 
remodel definitely has added 

to the facility and its five-star 
rating, something the manor 
has in common with the 
Tobacco Root Mountain Care 
Center in Sheridan.

“The residents really 
love the new look and the 
public response has been 
wonderful,” said Cook. “And 
now, both care facilities in 
Madison County are five-star 
facilities and that’s something 
we should all be very proud 
of.”

“What a bonus to have 
two five-star facilities within 
a 100 mile radius,” Hart said, 
adding that both facilities 
are publicly funded, which 
means a lot to him. “Folks 
around the county said 
we need both of these and 
the turn around is that the 
people who work there ap-
preciate that and have made 
those facilities.”

More improvements
Cook said she consider-

ing applying for another 
planning grant in 2017 to go 
toward a kitchen expansion 
and remodel, as well as look-
ing into replacing the boilers 
and the air conditioning.

“I think we’re going to 
postpone that for a year,” 
Cook said. “ I want to make 
sure that we are financially 
able to do that and it isn’t 
something we are stressing 
over – it’s still up in the air.”

DISTRICT COURT ROUND UP
Abigail Dennis

editor@madisoniannews.com

Gill’s probationary sentence revoked
Steven Richard Gill appeared at the 

Madison County Courthouse before Judge 
Loren Tucker on Dec. 12 to respond to al-
legations that he violated the terms of his 
probationary sentence. 

Gill was sentenced in Madison County 
in 2012 for the offense of criminal distri-

bution of dangerous drugs, a felony.
“At that time, the defendant was sen-

tenced to the Department of Corrections 
for five years, all suspended,” according to 
court documents. 

Deputy County Attorney Justin Ekwall 
alleged Gill violated the terms of his sus-
pended sentence by failing to report to his 
probation officer, informing his probation 
officer when he changed residences, main-
taining employment and complying with 

all laws and court orders.
According to Ekwall, Gill was recently 

sentenced for robbery in Yellowstone 
County.

Gill said the allegations were true, aside 
from failing to maintain employment – he 
said he worked part time for cash, but did 
not have a steady paycheck.

Judge Tucker said that allegation was 
“insignificant” in light of the robbery.

Ekwall recommended Gill be sentenced 

to the DoC for the full five years that 
were suspended in 2012, with credit for 17 
days served, and the sentence run concur-
rently with his sentence from Yellowstone 
County. Gill’s attorney, J. Blaine Anderson, 
agreed.

Judge Tucker adopted the recommen-
dation from the attorneys, and Gill was 
released into the custody of the Madison 
County Sheriff ’s Office for transport to 
the DoC.

Madison Valley Manor continues facility upgrade with an updated parking lot; construction halts for winter

more news:

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
The Madison Valley Manor has nearly completed their final construction project for the 2015-2016 remodel.

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
Residents and workers intialed their names into the new curbing along the parking lot.

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
The last step will occur when MDT constructs a sidewalk.
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Jack Fenton
May 2, 1923 – December 9, 2016

Jack Fenton passed away 
Dec. 9, 2016, at his home. 
He was born May 2, 1923, to 
Stanley and Helen Fenton in 
Provo, Utah. Two years later he 
was joined by a sister, Virginia. 
The family moved to Sheridan 
in 1932 where Jack would live 
for the next 83 years, only tak-
ing time away to join the army 

during World War II. Jack 
attended school in Sheridan 
and was the first president of 
the Sheridan Future Farmers 
of America when they received 
their charter. Jack graduated 
from Sheridan High School in 
1942 and in 1944 he enlisted 
in the Army where he was 
stationed in the Philippines 
and Japan. While in Japan he 
was Stable Sergeant in charge 
of the Japanese cavalry horses 
for recreation of United States 
soldiers in that area.  

He was discharged in 1946 
and returned to the family 
ranch. In 1950 Jack married 
Frances Edwards. They contin-
ued ranching together until her 
death in 2006. To this union, 
two daughters were born. 

Jack belonged to numer-

ous organizations serving as 
an officer in many of them. He 
was the charter member of the 
Southwestern Montana Mar-
keting Association. He received 
his private pilot’s license in 
1978 and continued to fly until 
his 80th birthday. He remained 
an active member of his com-
munity until his death.

He was baptized as an 
infant by his grandfather who 
was a Methodist minister. Jack 
remained a lifelong member of 
the Methodist Church.

He is survived by his daugh-
ters, Lynne (Steve) McWil-
liams and Kathleen Wuelfing; 
sister, Virginia Thompson; 
grandchildren, Scott (April) 
Wuelfing and Lindsey Wuelf-
ing; and great grandchildren, 
Lane Poirier-Wuelfing and 

Pattyn Wuelfing. Jack is also 
survived by his two nephews 
Ty (Rudrani) Thompson and 
Steve (Darlene) Thompson, and 
niece Christine (Dave) Schultz 
and numerous cousins. He was 
preceded in death by his wife, 
Frances, and his son-in-law, 
Gus Wuelfing.

Funeral services will be held 
Saturday Dec. 17, 2016, at 11 
a.m. at Bethel United Method-
ist Church. Interment will fol-
low in the Sheridan Cemetery 
with military honors.

Memorials may be made 
to the Sheridan Senior Center, 
P.O. Box 283, Sheridan, MT 
59749, the Bethel United Meth-
odist, P.O. Box 367, Sheridan, 
MT 59749 or the Sheridan Li-
brary, P.O. Box 107, Sheridan, 
MT  59749.

Cliff Klemo
July 27, 1928 – December 6, 2016

Cliff Klemo was born in 
Butte on July 27, 1928. He went 
to meet his Savior Jesus Christ 
on Dec. 6, 2016.

In addition to their family, 
ranching and raising horses 
were the combined greatest 
passions for Cliff and his wife 
of 64 years, Dolly. They owned 
several ranches in Southwest 
Montana before settling down 
north of Sheridan.

He was a man’s man, a 
cowboy’s cowboy and ever a 
gentleman around women of 
any age. Cliff was a veteran of 

World War II, having joined 
the Navy at age 17 and serving 
in the Pacific theater.

Earlier in life, along with 
his brother Jack, they owned 
and operated the Classic Bar 
in uptown Butte for six years. 
He worked as an underground 
miner in Butte for a number 
of years. During difficult times 
during mine strikes, he would 
trap beaver in the Highland 
Mountains for additional 
income.

In later years, along with 
his ongoing love of family and 

horses, Cliff perfected his self 
taught talents in wood work-
ing and was a lathe artisan. He 
could always be counted on to 
help neighboring ranches work 
cattle, and any opportunity to 
be in a saddle suited Cliff.

Cliff was preceded in death 
by his beautiful daughter 
Robin, and his brother and 
great friend, Jack.

He is survived in addition 
to wife Dolly, by his son Clint, 
son-in-law Howie Lemm, 
granddaughters Amber and 
Kara, grandson Kekoa, great 

granddaughters Ava and Malea 
and sister-in-law Mary Lou Kl-
emo, along with a great group 
of nieces and nephews.

Cliff had a number of 
classic quips, and maybe first 
among them was his answer 
as to what he would want said 
in his own celebration of life 
gathering. He said to tell ev-
eryone he would much rather 
be there enjoying the party 
than being the reason for it in 
the first place.

That celebration will be 
scheduled at a later date.

Carol McMullin
September 9, 1922 – December 6, 2016

Harriet “Carol” McMul-
lin, the beloved matriarch of a 
large, extended family, passed 
away peacefully on Dec. 6, 
2016, at age 94.

Carol was known and 
respected by many. Adored 
mother, grandmother, great-

grandmother and friend, she 
is survived by five children 
(Stephany, Anne, Paul, Susan 
and Peter), 10 grandchildren 
and nine great-grandchildren. 

Carol was born on Sept. 9, 
1922, in Oakland, Calif. She 
obtained a B.A. in art from 
Pomona College and a graduate 
degree from Mills College.

Carol met her husband, 
Paul McMullin, while working 
as an occupational therapist 
in Richmond, Va. She married 
Paul in 1947 and they raised 
their five children in southern 
California. It was a warm, ram-
bunctious household and there 
was always room for friends 
and stray animals, including an 
orphaned raccoon. 

In 1968 the family pur-
chased land in the Madison 
Valley, built a summer home 
and began a decades long mi-
gration to a full-time residence 
in Montana. In the early years, 
Carol and Paul camped with 
the family by the river and 
hiked the mountains. As she 
got older, hikes turned to walks 
and walks turned to picnics.  

Carol was a strong, intelli-
gent and independent woman. 
She was a true individual, gra-
cious host, healthy competitor, 
talented artist, tennis player 
and cook. She had resolute 
determination in all her pur-
suits, yet was forever capable 
of laughing at herself. She led 
an exemplary life and inspired 

those around her to set the bar 
high.

At 94 she had slowed, 
but she still rowed down the 
Madison. She played bridge, 
she traveled to see her children, 
went to the gym and took great 
pleasure in painting the beauti-
ful Montana landscapes that 
she appreciated so much. 

She was never one for long 
goodbyes and her sudden pass-
ing is somehow fitting for her 
embrace and acceptance of life 
and all its stages. She was an 
inspiration and will live on in 
the many lives she touched.

A celebration of her life will 
take place at her McAllister 
home Saturday, July 1, 2017, at 
4 p.m.

Mooooooving through town

Photo courtesy Mike Elliott
A cattle drive passes 
through downtown Ennis 
on a cold, December 
morning.
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YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

Christmas cheer in Twin Bridges
Community hosts annual stroll at Madison County Fairgrounds on Dec. 9

Photos clockwise from bottom right

Photo courtesy Gail Banks
Ke’lay Willhauer from the Women’s Resource Center in Dillon helps Quincy Eby 
pin a heart on the Grinch.

Photo courtesy Gail Banks
Larry and Verta Dorseth call bingo for a chance for some lucky winner to win a 
turkey provided by Berkshire Hathaway and Frank Colwell.

Photo courtesy Gail Banks
National Honors members, Savanna Stewart, Roman Hendrickson and Mandy 
Baugh, helpedfestival visitors choose tags from the giving tree at Twin Bridges. 
All the tags were taken.

& more news:

volunteer
spotlight

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

After permanently moving to the Madison 
Valley six years ago, Art Behar began serving 
as the Ennis town judge, a role he does not 
take lightly. Another role in Behar’s life that 
he holds to great standards is his volunteerism 
with Madison Valley Search and Rescue and 
Ennis Ambulance.

“A little over two years ago I joined the 
ambulance,” Behar said. “I was sitting in my 
office when a page went out and I literally 
said, ‘what does it take to drive one of those 
things’?”

After some schooling, Behar joined the 
ambulance department as a driver before go-
ing on to get his EMT certification, a position 
he has now held for just over a year.

“Without it, we wouldn’t survive,” said Be-
har about the ambulance. “If we don’t all chip 
in, it won’t be here.”

Prior to joining the ambulance depart-

ment, Behar got involved with MVSAR.
“I always enjoyed that part of my military 

career,” he said. 
Behar served eight years with the Air 

Force and attributes that time to his interest in 
medicine.

“I took a wilderness first aide course and 
then I felt like I had the background to join 
the ambulance and become an EMT,” he said. 
“For me, it was a way to give back to the com-
munity.”

Behar started the drone program for 
MVSAR and said it has come in handy for the 
group.

“I like flying the drone and I like just hang-
ing out,” Behar said about time spent away 
from the ambulance or search and rescue.

Behar knows the need for volunteers 
throughout the county first hand and suggests 
community members should simply attend a 
meeting.

“Call someone who’s involved and ask 
when the next meeting is and see if it is for 
you,” he offered. “There are millions of things 
you can do to help out, but you have to get up 
off the couch and do it.”

For Behar, the definition of volunteering is 
investing in your community.

“We all need to take a stake in the com-
munity and invest in our community,” he said. 
“Ennis seems to flourish because of the inter-
action of all of its citizens – the community is 
filled with good people who give back.”

Art Behar: 
Investing in the community
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McAllister Inn
Steakhouse a d Bar

5566 Hwy 287 N  •  Lunch and Dinner
For reservations - 406-682-5000

CLOSED TUES & WEDS

 ontana  ine  ining,  teaks, 
 rime  ib  pecial  hursdays

Bam-Bam Tile & Stone
Serving The Madison and Ruby Valleys

406-548-5870 Don Sauer, Tile Contractor

Licensed and Insured

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,

Tile Installers, Masons, Cabinet  Builders.
Full benefit package

EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

South West Septic

Spiffy Biffy

Locally Owned & Operated

WWW.SWSMT.COM  •  swsmt@hotmail.com
Ennis 682-7854  •  Sheridan 842-7854  •  Cell 596-7854

For All Your Portable Toilet Needs!

Now offering 
SPIFFY BIFFY LUXURY SUITE!

Call for more information!

Ennis, Montana • 406-682-7900Ennis, Montana • 406-682-7900Ennis, Montana • 406-682-7900

Wednesday, December 21st will be 
the last day we’re open.

~THANK YOU!~
for another great season!

See you in the Spring!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Happy holidays from Sheridan 
Schools!

We sincerely hope your holiday 
season is full of happiness and good 
cheer. On the focus of school at 
Sheridan we continue to try and 
strive to educate our kids to be as 
academically competitive as we are 

able. For our seniors, that means 
moving into the scholarship season 
ready to compete for thousands 
of dollars to help with their post 
high school goals, which can 
range from four year degrees to 
certificate training at a technical 
school. This brings me to the focus 
of our portfolio program, which 
at Sheridan is a major initiative 
throughout the school year.

The student portfolio for a 
Sheridan student is built beginning 
in kindergarten and follows them 
through their senior year of high 
school. The intent of the portfolio 
is to highlight work students 

are completing in all of their classes 
throughout the year and includes 
a reflective piece on each project 
placed in their individual portfolio. 
It also includes community service 
hours, transcripts and awards, as well 
as work in Indian Education For All 
and senior projects.  These are the 

tools that help our seniors to apply 
for scholarships in a more organized 
manner.   The portfolio is presented 
by every student in grades seven 
through 12 in a PowerPoint fashion. 
This presentation is graded as part 
of the overall grade for the portfolio. 
By the time our students are seniors, 
they are expected to deliver an 18 to 
20 minute oral presentation on their 
senior project. In the end, the portfolio 
and its components are worth 10 
percent of the student’s final grade in 
each of their classes. As you can see, 
we place great value on the student’s 
portfolio and its worth in helping 
develop our students and enhance their 
well-rounded education. As the spring 
season begins to show itself, so will 
our portfolio project and the need for 
folks to come help evaluate portfolio 
presentations. If you are interested in 
helping evaluate our student’s portfolio 
presentations, please give us a call at 
Sheridan School and come join in on 

some of the excitement of 
being a Panther!

Along with the middle 
and high school portfolios, 
Sheridan Elementary School 
students also prepare a 
comprehensive portfolio to 
highlight their academic 
projects throughout 
the school year. The 
elementary students wrap 
up their portfolios with a 
presentation to their parents 
in the spring. It is exciting 
for these students to be able 
to show their parents all 
the great work they have 
competed in each subject 
area.

One area of focus 
in the elementary is on 
our STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
Art and Math) initiatives 
from kindergarten to sixth-
grade. Staff and students 
have been expanding in 
each of these areas all year 
long. Currently we are using 
our 3D printer to print 
Christmas ornaments. Along 
with the 3D printer, we are 
extremely excited to begin 
using our new Lego WeDo 
2.0 robotics program with 
our students. Elementary 
staff participated in a 
hands-on training during 
our last PIR day to begin to 
familiarize themselves with 
the possibilities of Legos and 
robotics for our students. We 
can’t wait to begin having 
our students build the 
various robots and explore 
this exciting technology in 
the classroom. In addition 
to all of that, our fifth and 
sixth-grade students took a 
field trip to Montana Tech 
to visit their 3D welding 
lab. While they were there, 
students had the opportunity 
to watch the welder in 
use and ask their guide, 
Bruce Madigan, a variety 
of questions about the 
processes and what types of 
projects are being done with 
the unit. Upon their return 
these students had classroom 
activities to complete that 
related to their field trip.

Again, everyone at 
Sheridan Schools wants to 
wish you a safe and relaxing 
holiday season and a happy 
New Year!

Mike Wetherbee
Sheridan School

Buzz from the schools

Sherid
an 

School
s



REAL ESTATE CORNER

Toni Bowen

ERA Landmark Arrow Real Estate

WHAT IS THIS ROOM?  Yes, this question does come up when viewing properties.  Rooms are often used for purposes other than what one would 
normally expect.  Listing descriptions of rooms in a home are often misleading.  It is in the interest of homeowners, sellers and buyers to know the 
subtle definition differences between the safety/builder perspective and the real estate/home value perspective, and to know one’s state and local 
guidelines for determining, for instance, what can and cannot be considered a “bedroom!”  Here are some general guidelines that are commonly 
accepted in defining certain ambiguous rooms:

• Bedroom.  Defining the bedroom space is important for two main reasons:  home value and safety.  In the real estate world, a bedroom is a 
space that has a door that can be closed, a window, a closet, a ceiling height of 7’ or more and area enough to accommodate a small bedroom set.  
However, building codes are more specific and require that the egress window must have a minimum opening area of 5.7 SF, a minimum opening 
height of 24 inches and a minimum opening width of 20 inches.  The maximum distance between the finished floor and the finished window sill is 
44 inches.  A recent addition to the IRC mandates a minimum distance between the finished floor of the room and the window sill of 24 inches.  In 
addition, whether means of egress is a window or a door, it must be operable from the inside without the use of keys, tools, or special knowledge.  In 
the real estate world, there are other considerations, such as the age of the home and how comparable homes like it are viewed.  For instance, many 
older homes did not have closets, but rather used wardrobes.  Therefore a closet is not actually required.  

• Bathroom.  Have you ever wondered what a “3/4 bathroom” meant in a real estate ad?  Is that like a car with three wheels?  Actually, it means 
that the bathroom has a sink, toilet and a shower stall, but no tub.  A powder room has a sink, a toilet and is considered a “half bath.”  A “full bath” 
has all 4 units, sink, toilet, tub and shower or combo.  

• Finished Basement.  Any area that is less than fully above grade is considered to be a   basement.  One of the main criteria of a “finished 
basement” is whether or not the area is heated and cooled with the same type of system as the rest of the home.  Another consideration is whether 
or not the quality of finish is similar to the rest of the house, including flooring, wall finish, and ceiling. Appraisers will generally give more value to 
the area if access is from inside the house.  Even though a finished basement adds value to the home, Fannie Mae states that, “Only finished above-
grade areas can be used in calculating and reporting of above-grade room count and square footage for the gross living area.”  Fannie Mae considers 
a level to be below grade, if ANY portion of it is below grade, regardless of the quality of its finish or the window area of any room.  Appraisers do 
make exceptions based upon the market, the area and comparables.

• Dining Room.  Any area designed as the official area of the home where food is consumed.  The placement of this room is typically near or 
connected to the kitchen and features room for a large dining table and adequate lighting for guests to clearly see their meals.  A Breakfast Room, 
also known as a breakfast nook, is designed to be in close proximity to the kitchen.  This room is designed to offer a relaxing and comfortable space 
to enjoy the first meal of the day; however, it may also be utilized for non-formal lunches or dinners.  Many home owners use this space for other 
purposes, such as offices.

• Great Room.  A large multi-purpose room that is centralized in the design of the house, with no walls separating the living/family room, dining 
area and kitchen.  It simply flows.  This concept is actually nothing new, but began in the castles of Europe.  They fell by the wayside in the 1900’s 
but now the demand for great rooms has risen to epic proportions.  It has become the biggest trend in housing development in the past few years, 
replacing the traditional and more formal living room and the casual family room. 

WHAT IS THIS ROOM?
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Kay
Colwell

broker
596-1077

2bd, 3ba log home on Alder Creek provides yearlong fishing & wildlife 
habitat, remodel kitchen, family rm & master bd, loft space w/ added 
space detached garage, mature landscaping & underground sprinklers

6 RUBY ROAD, ALDER
$263,500 | 212106 | FOR SALE

Affordable home ready to be moved to a new location! Here is the perfect 
opportunity to secure affordable housing for the home only, not for the real 
property. Buyers need to move the home to a new location within 30 days of 
closing. Estimated moving costs vary depending on distance and number of 
power lines. Home recently had a building inspection and is in terrific condition. It 
can be hard to find affordable housing in the Madison Valley, here is your chance!

Sara
Johnson

broker
570-4249

304 E ARMITAGE, ENNIS
$50,000 | #216884 | HOUSE ONLY

Michelle
Van Dyke 

broker
 596-0805

A great investment for a rental or first time home buyer, big kitchen, 
privacy fence around the double lot., enclosed porch for mudroom, 
huge utility room w/ wood stove to help w/ heating costs

307 WAY, TWIN BRIDGES
$84,000 | #216872 | NEW LISTING

Rikki
Dilschneider

broker
581-5155

ENNIS HOMESTEAD, ENNIS 
$999,310 | # 211118 | PRICE REDUCED

This gracefully private 1+acre residence features a renovated and 
original two story log home and two log cabins.  The lodge offers 
3bd/3ba & each cabin is complete with 2 bd/1ba w/kitchenette.  Nestled 
peacefully amidst 200 yr old cottonwood trees, property combines 
elements of authentic craftsmanship w/beautifully landscaped grounds, 
swimming pool & decks.  Property being sold turn-key.

Dot
Merrill
sales associate
570-9067

113 S 1ST ST, ENNIS
$195,000 | #216034 | COMMERCIAL

Incredible potential in this 1700+ sq. ft. building on 1st Street, just off Main Street 
in Ennis. This building is set up for a central lobby - reception area with multiple 
spaces-rooms behind. Full kitchen, a 3/4 bath, a 1/2 bath (handicap accessible), 
off street parking, & alley access to fairly large back open space. The interior of this 
building has been completely remodeled and insulated. Zoned for local commercial/ 
residential. The potential for this building is only limited by your imagination.

Holly
Driskill
sales associate
451-3527

221 W COVER ST, VIRGINIA CITY
$210,000 | #215341 | HISTORIC HOME

Historic home in Virginia City is a must see! This 1,482 sf home built in 
1900. Charming and quaint 3 bed/2 bath with tons of character. The 
grounds are beautiful with lots of room for a garden and mature fruit 
trees. A new patio on the back of the house gives you much privacy. 
There is a 678 sf cottage that could be used as a studio, woodworking 
shop, or as a rental for income.

ERA Landmark
ARROW REAL ESTATE

406-682-4290
ERALandmark.com

Offices in Bozeman, Big Sky, Livingston & Ennis

BANK OWNED! 
53.8 ACRES BORDERING BLM
Extra large, fenced property in beautiful rural 
area of N. Meadow Creek with spectacular 
views, seasonal ditch & good roads.  Borders 
BLM to the north. Great place for horses & 
people!  Twin Knobs, Tract 1.  
$160,000.  MLS #217510

MADISON RIVER LOT!
Near the Raynolds Pass Bridge with good 
access, power and house plans included.  
Completed site prep, permits, reports & 
drawing, costing $75,000 included. This 
.85-acre lot is a perfect place to build your 
dream fishing cabin!  Madison Meadows, 
Lot 15.  
$325,000.  MLS #212874

ROCKS, TREES, VIEWS – 
NO COVENANTS!

40 acres close to Ennis with large rocky 
outcroppings, meadows, tree-covered hills, 
lots of privacy, numerous building sites 
& abundant wildlife.  Your own empire!  
Surrounded by L&M Ranches, but not a 
part.  L&M Ranch Road, Tracts C & D.  
$325,000.  MLS #207740

CREEK, TREES, SPRINGS, 
VIEWS!

This one is double chocolate!  14.48 fenced 
acres with a year-around stream, springs, 
trees, irrigation water rights, power, good 
access plus privacy & lush grass! Great 
horse property.  Shining Mountains II, Lots 
157-158.  
$120,000 with possible owner financing!  
MLS #197187
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MADISON County
 weather

Snow showers. High 7F. Winds 
NNE at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of 
snow 40%. About one inch of 

snow expected.

Thursday

Fr iday

Snow showers early will become 
steadier snow in the afternoon. 
High 29F. Winds SSW at 5 to 10 

mph. Chance of snow 80%. Snow 
accumulating 1 to 3 inches.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote  of the 
Week:

John C. Maxwell

Partly cloudy skies during the 
morning hours will become 

overcast in the afternoon. High 6F. 
Winds light and variable.

Partly cloudy skies. High 11F. Winds 
SSW at 5 to 10 mph.

Except for a few afternoon clouds, 
mainly sunny. High 17F. Winds SSW 

at 5 to 10 mph.

“A leader is 
one who knows 

the way, goes 
the way, and 

shows the way.” 

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Beyond Words.

YOUR future 
     is OUR future.

THE MADISONIAN.  Advertise today.
682-7755

JO IN 	 US 	 ON	
FAC E B O O K!	

and	 be 	 the 	 f irst 	 to 	 get 	 breaking	
news.

facebook.com /madisonian

• Home Maintenance, Repairs,     
    tree trimming & removal

• Rooftop and deck snow  
    removal

   “Harmonizing 
                 Nature”with 

Offi ce: 406-646-4844 Nursery: 208-652-7840
swiss@ida.net

www.swissprecision.net

TWIN BRIDGES

sponsored by:

YELLOWSTONE MINE

Keep up the good work!

PROUD STUDENT OF THE WEEK SPONSOR

 

sponsored by:

DIETRICH
Just wanted to tell you all 
thanks.  I got a wonderful 
home for the Holidays 
and furever!  Best part, 
well the next best part 
was that my brother 
Bonhoeffer and I went 
together.  We are getting 
lots of loves, cuddles 
and playtime.  Come 
and help my friends who 

are still here.  You can call Misty at 439-1405.  
GOD bless and thanks again.  Dietrich  PS/They 
appreciate donations of many kinds to help us 
rescued pets - older meat, veggies, blankets, etc.

453 Hwy 2 East - (406)287-3257 - Whitehall, MT

“Every Person 
Going Home 

Safe and Healthy 
Every Day”

108 North Main, Sheridan
842-7999

theshovelandspoon.com

good food. bad puns.

December 21 & 22
10 am - 3 pm

Coffee and Cookies Served
6522 Us Highway 287, Norris, MT • 59745 • (406) 685-3384

December 21 & 22

Coffee and Cookies Served

jr’s tire
Customer Appreciation!

holiday open house

SPEECH, DRAMA, DEBATE

Photos courtesy Allyson Adams

RIGHT
The Ennis High School speech, drama and debate team took first place in speech on Dec. 10 in Dillon. Debater Caelin Marum took 

first place in debate.
LEFT

Madi Goettle placed third in impromptu at the Dillon meet – the first time she has placed, thanks to her hard work.

Ennis students compete at meet last weekend
McKenzie Stack  
is a hard worker, 

respectful, and very 
compassionate and 

considerate of her 
fellow students.  

McKenzie goes out 
of her way to treat 

younger students well.  
She participates in 

Missoula Children’s 
Theatre and the sixth-

grade school play.   
She is a huge Harry 
Potter fan, and is a 

fantastic reader.



$129 Unlimited Entrance into Nevada City Museum, River of  Gold and Train Rides 
for up to 5 Family Members!  Call 843-5247 for more information.

NEED A STOCKING STUFFER?
2017 FAMILY SEASON PASSES 

Now Available!

HEALTH	 &	 WELLNESS
B2
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The 2016-2017 winter edition of The Loop magazine is finally out! This year, to aid in The 
Madisonian's efforts to bring you the best possible magazine we could, I reached out to the kids of 
Madison County for help, and the students at the Alder School came to my rescue. Check out the 
compilation of stories, drawings and poems below that did not make the magazine, and be sure to 

be on the lookout for The Loop on a newsstand near you for more!

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

Winter tales from 
Alder's finest

The dog who ruined my snowman
Alexander Musso
Fourth grade

In winter, I was building a snowman. I first rolled 
up a HUGE ball for the bottom. Next, I rolled up a 
medium sized ball for the body. For the last part, I 
rolled up a ball as big as a basketball for the head.

Now it was time to decorate the snowman! I used 
raisins for the mouth, eyes and buttons on the 

snowman's body. Next I put a carrot for the nose 
and winter hat for the head. Finally, I put the winter 
scarf on and the sticks for the arms. I was done!

Suddenly, a dog appeared and jumped on the 
snowman's head and ate his nose and eyes, and his 
buttons! Well, the nose was a carrot and the eyes, 
buttons and mouth were made out of raisins. Who 
wouldn't want to eat that? After the dog ruined my 
snowman, he came back so I threw snowballs at him 

to show that no one messes with my snowmen.

Winter in Montana
Audrey Smail, third grade

Madison County is where I live. I like to sled with my family or build a snowman. I 
make a trail with my sled or maybe climb on top of the mountain. But when it is 
summer again, the snow will melt away. I guess we'll have to wait for next year 

to come and then we can have snow fun again!

Winter beauties of the Madison
Andreena Bock

Fifth grade

The wintertime is really cold
Even for the old.

For the young it is so much fun
They want it to never be done.

Sledding down a hill is cool
But you still have to go to school.

Hot cocoa is really yummy
Do not drink too much or you will upset your tummy.

Christmas is the best time of year
I like to play with all of my new gear.

Those are what I do for fun
Under that winter sun.

Winter snow scene, Brittaney Walking Eagle, fifth grade



health & Wellness

We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-577-2380

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: Thursday by appointment

Bozeman: Monday through Friday 
9am to 6:30pm

MAC’S CHC PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison ST. Sheridan, MT
Monday-Friday 9 AM – 5:30 PM

We are a 5-STAR* Pharmacy ready to help you 
manage your medications for better health.

*STAR measures are the medications use measures
in the 2016 CMS STAR Ratings Program for

Medicare Advantage Plans that include drug benefi ts
5 STAR ratings on 3 out of 4 measures
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Counsel ing Ser v i ces LCPC, NCC

Chi ld ren • Ado lescent • Fami l y Therapy • Cr is i s Suppor t
Med ica id Prov ider

(406) 404 -9053

Pinnacle Therapy

SERVIN G 
SOUTHW EST 

MONTANA

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Public health reports increase in norovirus outbreak
Submitted by Jon Ebelt

Montana Department of Public Health and 
Human Services

The Department of Public Health and Hu-
man Services announced that in the last three 
months there have been 12 norovirus outbreaks 
in Montana that have sickened more than 250 
people. 

This is three times the number of outbreaks 
usually reported during this time of year.

Norovirus, a very contagious virus that can 
affect anyone, is the most common cause of gas-
troenteritis in Montana and the United States. 

Outbreaks have occurred in the counties of 
Cascade, Flathead, Rosebud, Sanders, Valley and 
Yellowstone. 

“Most of these outbreaks occurred in nursing 
homes and assisted living facilities, putting our 
elderly population at risk,” said Dana Fejes of the 
DPHHS Communicable Disease Epidemiology 

Section. “Washing your hands thoroughly with 
soap and water often can protect you and others 
from norovirus.”

The usual symptoms of norovirus include 
diarrhea, vomiting, nausea and stomach pain. 
There is no specific treatment for this illness and 
most individuals recover in one to three days. 
The illness can last longer and be more severe in 
young children, older people or people who have 
other chronic health conditions.

The virus is highly contagious and can spread 
rapidly between persons and through contami-
nated food or water. Norovirus can survive on 
surfaces and be transferred to other people when 
they touch the contaminated surface.

DPHHS and local authorities are remind-
ing individuals to stay home when ill to prevent 
exposing others. 

“It’s a simple and effective method to keep 
infectious diseases from spreading: stay home 
when you are ill,” Fejes said. 

Public health officials advise following simple 
tips to prevent the spread of norovirus and many 
other infectious illnesses:

·      Practice proper hand hygiene: Wash your 
hands carefully with soap and water, especially 
after using the bathroom or changing diapers 
and always before eating or preparing food. 
Alcohol-based hand sanitizers can be used in 
addition to hand washing. But, they should not 
be used as a substitute for washing with soap and 
water.

 
·      Take care in the kitchen: Carefully wash 

fruits and vegetables, and cook oysters and other 
shellfish thoroughly before eating them.

 
·      Do not prepare food while ill: People 

who are infected with norovirus should not pre-
pare food for others while they have symptoms 
and for three days after they recover from their 

illness.
 
·      Clean and disinfect contaminated 

surfaces: After throwing up or having diarrhea, 
immediately clean and disinfect contaminated 
surfaces. Use a chlorine bleach solution with a 
concentration of 1,000 – 5,000 parts per million 
(generally 5 to 25 tablespoons of standard house-
hold bleach per gallon of water) or other disin-
fectant labeled as effective against norovirus. 

 
·      Wash laundry thoroughly: Immediately 

remove clothing or linens that may be contami-
nated and wash with detergent at the maximum 
length available cycle, then machine dry. Handle 
soiled items carefully – without agitating them – 
to avoid spreading virus.

 
More information is available on the state 

health department website at: http://dphhs.
mt.gov/.

Choose success in 2017
Submitted by Phil Taylen

Madison County 
Public Health Department

Every New Year’s Eve, 
thousands of people across 
Montana resolve to improve 

their lives, vowing to give up 
their bad habits in exchange 
for healthy lifestyles. The 
Montana tobacco quit line 
wants to assist people who at-
tempt to quit tobacco and has 
free programs designed for all 

Montanans. The quit line has 
expanded services and now 
offers a dedicated American 
Indian quit line, dedicated 
female coaches and addi-
tional incentives for pregnant 
and pre-natal women, with 
electronic enrollment for all 
services.

For 2017, the quit line aims 
to help those with New Year’s 
resolutions to quit using to-
bacco products or e-cigarettes 
by offering free support, a 

personalized quit plan and 
proven cessation medications 
at no or reduced cost. Quit-
ting tobacco can be the most 
important thing you can do 
for your health. The United 
States Food and Drug Admin-
istration has not approved 
smokeless tobacco or e-ciga-
rettes as successful cessation 
devices. Use of these products 
may hinder your success of 
quitting tobacco, said Phil 
Taylen, tobacco prevention 

specialist, with Madison and 
Beaverhead counties. The quit 
line has proven success.

Callers who enroll receive 
guidance from specialists who 
help each person set a quit 
date, develop a personalized 
quit plan, guide the individual 
through the quitting process 
and discuss the best cessation 
medication options/benefits 
for an individual. 

The Montana tobacco quit 
line is a free service available 

to all Montanans who would 
like to quit using tobacco 
products. Calling the quit line 
is toll-free at 1-800-QUIT 
NOW (1-800-784-8669), or 
visit the website at www.Quit-
NowMontana.com to enroll, if 
appropriate, ask for one of the 
dedicated programs. Ameri-
can Indian callers can reach 
Native coaches directly by 
calling 1-855-374-0037. Make 
your New Year’s resolution 
today.

Do not wait to call the Montana tobacco quit line

Getting back to basics
The lost art of writing things down in a planner

Submitted by StatePoint

In this digital age, you may 
go days without using a pen 
and paper, but there are many 
reasons to skip the devices and 
stick to writing things down. 
From staying organized to 
planning your week to tracking 
career growth, here are a few 
things to take note of when it 
comes to taking notes.

• Taking notes in long-
hand can help you retain more 
information, suggests a study 
from Princeton and University 
of California – Los Angeles, as 

taking notes makes you more 
likely to process the informa-
tion and reframe it in your 
own words. Not only that, your 
notepad is likely to contain 
fewer distractions than your 
laptop, tablet or phone.

• Look professional and stay 
organized at your next inter-
view or meeting. Taking notes 
will make you look engaged 
and interested in what is hap-
pening, and a professional 
planner and/or notebook are 
must-have workplace acces-
sories.

• Making comments in your 

notebook or planner helps you 
become the publisher of your 
story, capturing your life’s mo-
ments along the way. These are 
tools that help you look back 
on events in a tangible way.

• Rid yourself of the ever-
present stress that comes with 
a busy life. Seeing everything 
written down will give you a 
sense of control. You will feel 
confident in knowing you have 
it all set, and keeping a record 
of your tasks in one location 
gives you an easy, organized 
way to get a grasp on your 
days.

• Using a planner to track 
your schedule can actually help 
you find missing time. You will 
have a better grasp on what is 
coming up and may even see 
a break that leaves you time to 
schedule dinner with a friend, 
try that new recipe you have 
been craving, or time to search 
for that special birthday pres-
ent you need for the party this 
weekend.

• Increase productivity by 
maximizing the 24 hours that 
you have. Seeing everything on 

paper will help you plan and 
prioritize. Having “scheduled 
downtime” can help you to 
know when to go full steam 
ahead and when to take a break 
and unwind for a bit.

• Tracking in one place can 
also help prevent committing 
to things you cannot do. Wall 
calendars for the house are a 
great tracking tool for multiple 
schedules, helping day-to-day 
tasks run smoothly.

• Whether you are planning 
a wedding or a work confer-
ence, a planner is among the 
most important assets you can 
use to aid your efforts, helping 
you keep track of all the details, 
large and small.
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History: Common mul-
lein is native to Europe, 
northern Africa, and Asia. It 
was intentionally introduced 
in America by early settlers, 
who placed crushed seeds of 
common mullein into slow-
moving water to poison fish. 
The toxic seeds caused the 
fish to stop breathing, mak-
ing them easy to collect and 
harvest. By the late 1800s, 
it was reported on the west 
coast and is now common 
in all states. This species is 
listed as a noxious weed in 
Colorado and Hawaii. In 
Montana, common mullein 
is listed as a noxious weed 
in Beaverhead, Deer Lodge, 
Lewis & Clark, Mineral, 
Stillwater and Yellowstone 
counties.

Identification: Common 
mullein is a densely wooly, 
spring-germinating biennial. 
In the first year, it produces 
a basal rosette of large furry 
leaves and a substantial 
crown. In the second year, 

it produces a single, thick, 
erect flowering stem with 
yellow flowers. The flower-
ing stem is typically several 
feet tall.

Habitat: Typical habitats 
include burned areas, road-
sides, fields, pastures, forest 
clearings, abandoned agri-
cultural land, waste areas 
and other disturbed areas. 
It is found most commonly 
on well-drained, dry and 
sandy or gravelly soils. It is 
considered a pioneer species 
because it is often one of 
the first species to grow in 
disturbed areas.

Spread: Common mullein 
reproduces by seed, and a 
plant can produce between 
136, 000 to 175,000 seeds. 
Seeds can remain viable for 
35 to 100 years or longer. 
Because the seeds need light 
to germinate, germination is 
restricted to primarily bare 
soil after disturbances. Seeds 
have no mechanism for ef-
ficient long distance disper-

sal by animals or wind, and 
about 95 percent of seeds 
fall within 5 meters (16 feet) 
of parent plants.

Impacts: In initial stages 
of growth, common mul-
lein grows more vigorously 
than many native plants, and 
colonies may delay reestab-
lishment of native plants and 
grasses in a newly disturbed 
setting. However, it can be 
outcompeted by more desir-
able plants and often disap-
pears from plant communi-
ties over time. Common 
mullein is a minor problem 
in cropping systems, be-
cause it is unable to survive 
cultivation and is intolerant 
of shade. It can persist and 
remain problematic in over-
grazed pastures; it is gener-
ally avoided by livestock 
because of the wooly leaves. 
Common mullein can be 
beneficial in some circum-
stances and is considered a 
medicinal plant, as well as a 
food source for elk and deer, 
and a pollen source for bees.

Management: Avoid-

ing disturbance is the most 
cost-effective way to manage 
this species. Common mul-
lein is difficult to eradicate 
once established due to its 
long-lived seed bank, but 
there are several options for 
management. Hand pulling 
is an effective method for re-
ducing populations if plants 
are pulled before seed pro-
duction. Similarly, removing 
plants with a hoe, making 
sure to cut through the 
crown, can control common 
mullein. Control with herbi-
cide is considered difficult 
due to wooly foliage that im-
pedes herbicide absorption. 
However, use of a surfactant 
can alleviate that problem. 
Glyphosate, 2,4-D, triclopyr, 
sulfometuron-methyl and 
tebuthiuron have been found 
to provide control when 
properly applied. Mowing is 
not considered effective, and 
no insects or diseases have 
been approved for introduc-
tion as biological control 
agents for common mullein 
in North America.

Common mullein 
(Verbascum thapsus)

By Jane Mangold, Associate Professor and Extension Invasive Plant Specialist
Department of Land Resources and Environmental Sciences, MSU
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The Flaming Chef
By Charlie Rossiter

HOLLOWTOP 
SMOKE SIGNALS

By Art Kehler
for The Madisonian

IF WE MAKE IT 
THROUGH DECEMBER
Some reasons for thriving 

during the 12th month
As the opening lyrics to 

Merle Haggard’s song imply, 
December is often thought of 
as a period of time to endure. 
The days are too short and 
the nights too long. Cold tem-
peratures are the norm, and 
snow seems to have settled 
on the ground in perpetuity. 
Even so, I can’t help but think 
December’s bad reputation 
is not fully deserved. Surely 
the 12th month offers some 
redeeming aspects.  

To begin, frozen fingers 
discourage texting, thus leav-
ing more time for socializing 
with family. Carhartt cover-
alls become (no matter how 
swank the destination) toler-
able attire. Most heartening, 
the 21st of December marks 

the offi-
cial first 
day of 
winter, 
which 
also sig-
nifies a 
gradual 
turn 
toward 
spring 
– be it 

ever so 
distant.  

Moreover, scraping ice 
from windshields loosens 
cold-temperature-produced, 
stiff elbows and wrists. Put-
ting chains on tires prevents 
loss of strength in under-uti-
lized neck muscles. Shoveling 
snow has been proven to be 
(providing it doesn’t trigger 
a cardiac arrest) excellent 
aerobic exercise. Constantly 
blowing one’s nose clears 
nasal passages to inhale 
ice crystals from the arctic 
air into exertion-induced, 
overheated lungs. Meanwhile, 
toxic exhaust fumes, from 
idling automobiles, produce a 
picturesque winter haze.      

Also, December is the 
time for colorful, lighted 
holiday decorations (aka, the 
man-made northern lights) 
that brighten our dark winter 
nights. Inspiring listeners ev-
erywhere, Christmas carolers 
brave the elements to screech 
songs of joy and peace, 
through half-frozen vocal 
chords and chattering teeth. 
The 12th month is also the 
only time of the year when 
people chop down whole, liv-
ing trees and bring them into 
their houses to die. Colorful-
ly-wrapped presents are then 
tucked beneath the doomed 
trees so that, on Christmas 
morning, contentious siblings 
can exchange such heartfelt 
gifts as Wart-Off and Prepara-

tion H lip balm – all in the 
spirit of yuletide bliss.  

Haggard’s lyrics also un-
fairly suggest that December 
is a lean month. However, 
such is seldom the case. Fact 
is, in the great majority of 
homes, there is an abundance 
of Christmas chow, ranging 
from a mega-stuffed turkey 
to a bountiful assortment of 
fat pills (aka – candy, cookies, 
pies, etc.). It is also the only 
interval of the year when nor-
mally fussy eaters willingly 
drink wretch-worthy raw eggs 
cleverly concealed in eggnog. 
So merry is the atmosphere 
that even blue lips, protruding 
from ice-covered facemasks, 
can’t discourage mistletoe 
encounters.  

As well, December is when 
large numbers of smashed 
bathroom scales begin to 
appear in local dumpsters. 
Correspondingly, fitness cen-
ter memberships skyrocket, 
thereby stimulating the other-
wise tepid late-winter econ-
omy. Fractured bones and 
dislocated joints, incurred 
while engaged in such snowy 
weather frolic as skiing, sleigh 
riding and snowmobiling, 
ensure local medical facilities 
of eager customers.    

Last, but certainly not 
least, the final day of the 
final month of the year cor-
responds with the first day 
of a brand new year. At the 
stroke of midnight (the last 
second of December), raucous 
cheering erupts from crowds 
of New Year’s Eve revelers. 
At the same time, in order to 
usher in the New Year prop-
erly, many of the thoroughly 
intoxicated participants 
“mistakenly” smooch (slobber 
on) someone other than their 
date/mate. Thus, the month 
ends on a happy note (at least 
until the morning hangover 
sets in and the previous 
night’s behavior is called into 
question). 

In the final analysis, 
the 12th month of the year 
remains a mixed bag. Still, in 
my opinion, the good out-
weighs the bad. In fact, with 
the above-noted redeeming 
compensations in mind, not 
only do I think I’ll “make it 
through December” – I be-
lieve I’ll thrive.

© Art Kehler
Art lives in Harrison, 

Montana. His essays, sto-
ries and poetry have been 
published in newspapers, 
journals, literary magazines 
and online magazines.

Art Kehler

I’ve always been a meat and 
potatoes kind of guy, possibly 
due to my upbringing in rural 
Montana. Good beef, pork and 
lamb is raised by a majority 
of ranchers in our area, so it 
goes without saying we have 
some of the best meat avail-
able anywhere. My mother was 
from a cattle ranching family, 
so beef was a staple on our 
table. I like to think of myself 
as a fair-to-good steak cook, 
and have some equipment 
needed to produce a mouth-
watering piece of meat. The 
following account happened, 
much to my chagrin, due to 
my negligence in maintaining 
my cooking equipment. This is 
where I insert that I am a self-
proclaimed professional and 
young children should not to 
try this at home.

It was a Friday night and I 
invited my mother to dinner, 
as my wife had other dinner 
plans. I had my heart set on a 
good steak, which I ordered 
earlier in the day from our 
local butcher. He cut me five of 
the most unbelievable ribeye 
steaks you ever saw, each 1 
1/2 inches thick. They had 
to weigh 10 pounds and the 
marbling was picture perfect 
for our evening’s barbeque. 
I baked some large, locally 
grown potatoes and purchased 
some fresh asparagus earlier 
that morning. At about 5:30 
p.m. she arrived and I seated 

her, while I fired up my trusty 
and well used smoker. I offered 
her a cold drink, as was our 
custom for Friday night get 
togethers, while my three sons 
were in the living room watch-
ing T.V. My grill is a combina-
tion smoker and gas cooking 
unit, which I use primarily for 
slow cooking meat by smok-
ing it with local apple wood.  
Cooking with a low heat I feel 
makes the meat extremely 
tender and gives it a very 
aromatic and pleasant taste. 
The butcher had been cutting 
these steaks for me for a couple 
of years and had nick named 
this cut the “Rossiter Ribeye.” 
I spend one to two hours in 
the actual cooking process 
and the steak can literally be 
cut with a fork. After lighting 
the grill, which I kept on our 
screened-in deck overlooking 
Mill Creek, I placed the steaks 
on the smoker and adjusted the 
heat. I covered the barbeque 
with the kettle top lid and went 
back into the kitchen where 
my mother and I chitchatted 
about the week’s comings and 
goings. We’d been talking about 
15 minutes when my mother 
noticed some black smoke 
emanating from the smoker 
and asked, “Is your grill sup-
posed to smoke like that?” At 
the same time, one of my sons 
bellowed from the living room, 
“Look at all that smoke! Dad! I 
can’t see the deck!”  

It became clear the cooker 
was exhibiting much more 
smoke than usual and I raced 
over to the unit and grabbed 
the lid. It was so hot that it 
burned my hand and I dropped 
it on the carpet covered floor. It 
melted a large circle in the syn-
thetic carpet, producing more 
fetid black smoke. The fat from 
the steaks was flaming up as a 
grease fire erupted; blowing a 
large ball of supercharged fire 
to the ceiling. It had the same 
appearance as the first atom 
bomb going off. I tried to put 
it out by hitting it with a towel 
but this complicated the prob-
lem even more, giving me mul-
tiple grease fires, which popped 
up all over the floor. I sprinted 
for our fire extinguisher, locat-
ed nearby, and upon returning, 
I pulled the pin and fired the 
retardant at the 36-inch-high 
inferno shooting out the top 
of the smoker. The pressurized 
foam hit the flaming smoker 
with such force that it blew the 
kettle over the rail and through 
the screen. The smoker and 
contents tumbled down 10 
feet and landed unceremoni-
ously on the rocks below in a 
jumbled, greasy mess. 

I stood there, looking down 
at the still smoldering creek 
bank below, where our divinely 
prepared steaks sadly lay, and 
I felt like sobbing over their 
untimely demise. I looked at 
my mother for consolation and 

asked her what she thought we 
could substitute for dinner? 
She said, “Just rinse them off 
and serve them.” I said, “But 
they’re covered with dirt!” She 
then floored me and said, “We 
had this happen a few times 
over the years and I just rinsed 
them off and served them to 
you kids anyway. Nobody was 
any the wiser, including your 
father.” This came as a shock 
to me as my mother was a 
registered nurse and a stickler 
for details; clean and sanitary 
being foremost on her list. This 
was the hands-on side of her 
that I’d never seen before and 
I chuckled with the new found 
knowledge.

 I picked the mess up off the 
creek bank, washed the steaks 
off and then finishing cook-
ing them in the oven. We ate 
a little later than usual but the 
extra time helped the anticipa-
tion of our appetites. I watched 
my boys devour their meals in 
record time, and none seemed 
to notice any difference in the 
flavor or texture of the meat. 
My oldest son even com-
mented that the steaks seemed 
to taste better than average. (It 
might have been a combination 
of things but mainly the fact 
he was a big eater and hungry.) 
Who knew the secret ingredi-
ent for cooking the picture-
perfect steak is a dusting of dirt 
and flame retardant to really 
enhance the natural flavors?

Photo courtesy Matt Levin, Montana State University

November was a relatively slow month for 
the Madison Valley Rural Fire Department 
as call volume returns to a more seasonal 
norm. The MVRFD responded to seven calls 
for service in November.

Two MVRFD firefighters from station 
one conducted a check for carbon monox-
ide at a residence on Moore Creek Court on 
Nov. 7, after the resident expressed concerns 
about possible excessive carbon monoxide 
levels in the home. No adverse levels of car-
bon monoxide were found.

On Nov. 8 at 4:02 p.m., the MVRFD re-
sponded to a two vehicle accident with inju-
ries on U.S. Highway 287 in front of MVRFD 
station one. Nine firefighters responded 
from station one. Firefighter/EMTs assisted 
Ennis Ambulance EMTs with patient care 
and conducted traffic control operations 
with traffic block off on the north bound 
lane due to debris from the crash.

It was a privilege for the MVRFD to 
escort the Ennis Mustangs volleyball team 

through town after their re-
turn from a successful second 
place finish in the Montana 
State Championship Tourna-
ment on Nov. 12. The team 
had a truly remarkable year.

On Nov. 13 at 8:42 a.m. the 
MVRFD was dispatched to a fire alarm on 
Riverview Drive. The MVRFD responded an 
engine with four firefighters from station 
one. One additional firefighter stood by at 
station one and two firefighters stood by at 
station three. Arriving firefighters found no 
fire conditions and it is suspected that the 
alarm was caused by a wood burning stove.

The MVRFD was dispatched for a smoke 
check in the Jack Creek drainage on Nov. 
18 at 9:57 a.m.  The MVRFD responded a 
command with three firefighters to check 
the situation out. The fire causing the smoke 
was determined to be a permitted controlled 
slash burn.

The MVRFD was again honored when 
they had the opportunity to escort the Ennis 
Mustangs Montana State Class C Football 
Champions through town on Nov. 19. The 
MVRFD provided five pieces of apparatus 
for the well deserved homecoming.

On Nov. 24 at 8:55 p.m. the MVRFD was 

dispatched to a one vehicle crash at mile 
marker 1 on MT Highway 87. The MVRFD 
responded an engine and two commands 
with 11 firefighters from station one and an 
engine with three firefighters from station 
three. A Freemont County Idaho Deputy 
Sheriff responded and was first on scene 
due to the close proximity to the state line. 
The Hebgen Basin Fire Department was 
requested to provide mutual aid and sent an 
ambulance, which arrived on scene before 
MVRFD. Hebgen Basin firefighters advised 
that there was no blockage and the driver 
was refusing medical treatment. MVRFD 
units arrived shortly after Hebgen Basin 
Ambulance and were released from the 
incident.

With the Christmas season upon us the 
MVRFD would like to offer a few reminders 
about Christmas decorating safety.

- Indoors or outside, always use lights 
that have been tested for safety by a rec-
ognized testing laboratory that indicates 
conformance with safety standards. 

- Check each set of lights, new or old, for 
broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare 
wires or loose connections, and throw out 
damaged sets. 

- Use no more than three standard size 

sets of lights per single extension cord. 
- Never use electric lights on a metal-

lic tree. The tree can become charged with 
electricity from faulty lights, and a person 
touching a branch could be electrocuted. 

- Before using lights outdoors, check 
labels to be sure they have been certified for 
outdoor use. 

- Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, 
house walls or other firm supports to protect 
the lights from wind damage. Use insulated 
staples to hold strings in place, not nails or 
tacks. Or run strings of lights through hooks 
(available at hardware stores). 

- Plug all outdoor electric decorations 
into circuits with ground fault circuit inter-
rupters to avoid potential shocks. 

- Turn off all lights when you go to bed 
or leave the house. The lights could short 
out and start a fire.

If you have any questions or concerns, 
Madison Valley Rural Fire Chief Shawn 
Christensen invites you to contact us at 682-
3311. We look forward to hearing from you. 
If no one is available, please leave a mes-
sage and we will return your call as soon as 
possible. Please visit our home page at www.
mvrfd.org/. Remember to sign our guest 
book and let us know what you think.

MADISON VALLEY RURAL FIRE DEPARTMENT

fireline
By Steve Orr   |   Madison Valley rural fire deparTMenT
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Get the 
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The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas
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Place Your Classif ied
682-7755HELP WANTED

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE APART-
MENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

For RENT

estate sales Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. Ennis. 
682-7844
30-tfc-b

SERVICES

For lease

Lease opportunity. Outlaw's Cafe 
in Virginia City. Call 843-5322
42-tfc-b

Cardwell Store is NOW 
HIRING, Part-Time - 

Dependable, team oriented, 
outgoing, cashiers, with 

exceptional customer service 
skills.  Must be willing to work 

weekends.  Starting wage 
$10.00 per hour DOE.  Stop in 

for application or 
call 406-287-5092.

45-tfc-b

Part time kitchen help wanted. 
Please call 406-682-4555.
44-tfc-b

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING COULD MAKE THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING OPEN FOR BUSINESS...

AND DOING BUSINESS
More	 than	 6,500	 people	 are	 waiting	 to	 read	 about	 your	 business!
We reach more area residents and visitors than any other local media. Contact us today to find out how our 
print	 and	 online	 advertising	 solutions	 can	 help	 your	 business	 thrive!
Contact	 Rachel!	 sales@madisoniannews.com

the snow monster

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Jane excitedly takes a romp in the snow!

Madison Valley Medical Center 
in Ennis, MT is seeking a full-
time Medical Collections Spe-
cialist.  Responsible for establish-
ing systems to monitor denied 
insurance claims and collect on 
outstanding patient balances.  
For more detailed information 
or to apply online, go to www.
mvmedcenter.org/careers or send 
application letter and resume to 
MVMC 305 N. Main, Ennis, MT  
59729.  
3-tfc-b

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

For Sale:
Guitars, guitars, guitars.  Best 

prices around, now thru Christ-
mas.  Also violin, mandolin, 

uke, and accessories.  Call Jim @ 
Mountain View TV, 682-7858

5-5-b

for sale

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 
Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 
682-7442
18-tfc-b

Year End Steel Building 
Clearance Sale

For Immediate Purchase
Call for deals & sizes 
Discounted erection!

Ask for Jason 
800-964-8335 Ext. 4850

6-4-b

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Fall is ideal removing 
and pruning time!

Busy, growing dental office in 
Ennis is hiring an Office Re-
ceptionist. Applicant should be 
personable and motivated with 
the ability to multi-task while 
meeting patient's needs. The 
primary focus of this position is 
answering phones and computer 
work so strong skills in those 
areas are a must. Dental, finance/
accounting and office experience 
is preferred but not required. 
We are willing to train the right 
person to add to our team! Hours 
are Monday - Friday, approx. 40 
hrs/week. Pay negotiable depend-
ing on experience. Call 579-2911.
6-2-b

Madison Valley Medical Cen-
ter in Ennis MT is seeking a 
controller or Chief Financial 
Officer, depending on experience.  
Responsible for all financial and 
accounting functions, includ-
ing financial reporting, financial 
analysis, budgeting, forecasting, 
accounts payable and payroll.  
Bachelor’s degree in account-
ing and healthcare experience 
preferred.  For more detailed 
information or to apply online, 
go to www.mvmedcenter.org/
careers or send application letter 
and resume to MVMC 305 N. 
Main, Ennis, MT 59729.  Ques-
tions, please call 406-682-6862.
6-tfc-b

Place Your Classified
682-7755

3B/2Bath in Ennis. Available 
Dec. 15. $975 per month. 682-
4089       7-2-p

Executive Director for Ennis 
Chamber of Commerce. Send 
resume to ennischamberjobs@
gmail.com. To view job descrip-
tion go to ennischamber.com.
7-3-b

Senior Citizen Bus Driver – 
Part-time

Madison County is accepting ap-
plications until filled for a Senior 
Citizen Bus Driver. This is a part-
time position working three (3) 
days per week (Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday-approximately 
20 hours per week-shifts may 
vary) to meet the needs of the 
department. The County pro-
vides citizen transportation on 
a weekly fixed rotating schedule 
to the following locations: Alder, 
Bozeman, Butte, Dillion, Ennis, 
Pony/Harrison, Sheridan, and 
Twin Bridges.
Work Unit Overview: Madison 
County provides transporta-
tion services to county citi-
zens including the elderly and 
developmentally disabled and 
handicapped individuals requir-
ing special assistance. The county 
system may include fixed routes 
with set schedules, which include 
door to door service for qualified 
citizens at flexible times.
 Job Summary: The Senior Citi-
zen Bus Driver drives passenger 
vans, buses, or motor coaches to 
safely transport county citizens 
while obeying all traffic laws. 
This may include transporting 
the general public, senior citizens 
and/or developmentally disabled, 
handicapped individuals on 
fixed routes with set schedules, 
coordinate citizens door-to-
door service, charters, and/or 
other specialized trips for various 
purposes.
Hourly Wage:$11.00 per hour 
with an increase after a six-
month probationary period.
Employee Benefit Options: 
Health insurance, dental, and 
vision plans • Flexible spending 
account or Health Savings ac-
count available • Montana Public 
Employee Administration (retire-
ment benefit) and optional 457-b 
savings plan • Life insurance • 
Vacation and sick time benefits.
Education and Experience:
High school diploma or GED 
required and five (5) years experi-
ence in the safe operation of pas-
senger vehicles; or any equivalent 
combination of experience and 
training which indicates posses-
sion of the knowledge, skills, and 
abilities listed.
 Licensure Requirements:
·    Current Commercial driver's 
license with passenger endorse-
ment - referred but not required.
·   Driving record verified by 
Montana Highway Patrol Re-
quest form.
·   Current First Aid and CPR 
certification and Passenger As-
sistance or be willing to obtain 
certification when the class is 
offered in the area.
The above information on this 
description has been designed 
to indicate the general nature 
and level of work performed by 
employees in this position. It is 
not designed to contain or be 
interpreted as an exhaustive list 
of all responsibilities, duties and 
qualifications required of em-
ployees assigned to this job.
Interested persons may request a 
job description and employment 
application by contacting the 
Madison County Commission-
ers’ office at 406-843-4277, e-mail 
at madco@madison.mt.gov, or 
visit our website at www.madi-
soncountymt.gov
Madison County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and 
promotes a drug and alcohol-free 
workplace. Conditional offers of 
employment are contingent upon 
successfully passing pre-employ-
ment screenings
3-4-b

BARKER VILLAGE APART-
MENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 
month plus security deposit, 

utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

Work Wanted. Handy man. Very ex-
perienced in maintenance, wrangling, 
snow removal, and general labor. 
Experience with variety of tools and 
equipment. Call home 682-4600 or 
cell 660-7152.     6-2-b

wanted

Chimney & Vent
cleaning
Gary
Kinney
843-5486

Items for Sale
X-large portable dog kennel with 

insulated cover $80
Igloo large dog house $50

Quickfish-4 pop-up ice shelter $100
Clam 1-person ice shelter on 

sled $125
Cablela's fish filet table $25

Fischer x-country skis, 
boots, poles $75

Rotating tripod deer stand $100
(406)842-5139        7-1-b

1983 Model Steel Bull Trailer. 
8x8x20 foot with gooseneck 

over the front. 451-4791      7-1-b

COVERUPS Gifts and Embroi-
dery Customer Appreciation 

Celebration!  Thank you for your 
patronage over the last 9 years.  

Please join us for cake, door priz-
es and HUGE savings!  Saturday, 

December 17from 11:00-3:00.  
110 East Main Street, Ennis.

7-1-b
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NOTICE OF COMMISSION 
MEETING CHANGES: 
The Madison County Board of Commissioners 
will not be holding their regular Commission 
meeting on Monday, December 19, 2016.  The 
regular meeting for that week will be held on 
Wednesday, December 21, 2016, beginning at 
9:30 a.m.
The Board will not be holding a regular meet-
ing on December 26, 2016, to observe the 
Christmas Holiday.  There will be no regular 

Commission Meeting that week.
The Board will not be holding a regular Com-
mission meeting on Monday, January 2, 2017, 
to observe the New Year’s Day Holiday.  The 
meeting for that week will be held on Tuesday, 
January 3, 2017.
(Pub. Dec. 8, 15, 22 2016) mcc
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 

STATE OF
MONTANA, COUNTY OF MADISON
IN RE ESTATE OF:
KELLY ANN KIVLIN,
Deceased.
Cause No.  DP-29-2016-31
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate.  All persons having claims against said 
decedent are required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the date of the first 

publication of this notice, or said claims will be 
forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to KEITH G. AL-
TIMUS, the Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, at P.O. Box 701, Ennis, MT  
59729, or filed with the Clerk of the above-
entitled Court.
Dated: November 29, 2016
/s/ KEITH G. ALTIMUS
Personal Representative
STATE OF MONTANA )
:ss
COUNTY OF MADISON )
KEITH G. ALTIMUS, being first duly sworn, 
upon oath, deposes and says:
That he has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of his knowledge and 
belief.  I make this declaration under penalty of 
perjury under the laws of the State of Montana.
/s/ KEITH G. ALTIMUS
Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this 
29 day of November, 2016.
/s/ Karen McMullin
Notary Public for the State of Montana
Residing at:  Ennis, MT
My Commission expires: September 14, 2019
(SEAL)
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
Ennis, MT  59729
Telephone:  (406) 682-7878
(Pub. Dec. 8, 15, 22 2016) km
MNAXLP

AUDIT PUBLICATION STATE-
MENT
An audit of the affairs of the Madison VALLEY 
RURAL FIRE DISTRICT, Ennis, Montana, 
has been conducted by Wipfli LLP. The audit 
covered the fiscal year ended June 30, 2016. 
Section 2-7-521, MCA, requires the publica-
tion of the following summary of significant 
findings.
Summary of Significant Findings
Section 1-Summary of Auditors Results.
Financial Statements
Type of auditors issued:          Adverse Opinion
Internal Control over
financial reporting:
Are any significant 
deficiencies that are not 
considered toe 
material weaknesses?  No
Are any material weaknesses 
identified?   Yes
Is any noncompliance 
material to financial 
statements noted?  No
Section 2-Financial Statement Findings
Component Unit:
The district did not include the Madison Valley 
Rural Department as a discretely presented 
component unit. 
Section 3- Summary of prior Audit Findings
15-001 restated as 20156-001
Public Inspection of Audit Report
The complete audit report is on file in its en-
tirety and open to public inspection at 5037 
HWY 287 North and that the Madison Valley 
Rural Fire District will make available a copy 
of the audit report to any interested person 
upon request.
Sincerely,
Nathan Tubergen
Financial Consultant
(Pub. Dec. 15, 2016) mvrfd
MNAXLP

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS
PLANNING & ENGINEERING CONSUL-
TANT SERVICES MADISON COUNTY FAIR-
GROUNDS 
Madison County has received notice of the 
award of Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds from the Montana 
Department of Commerce.    The Madison 
County Board of Commissioners is solicit-
ing proposals from qualified planning and 
engineering firms to prepare a Master Plan 
for the Madison County Fairgrounds property 
located in Twin Bridges, MT.  This includes 
holding and facilitating several public hear-
ings and additional meetings as necessary in 
Madison County.  
Copies of the detailed request for propos-
als (RFP) can be obtained by contacting the 
Madison County Board of Commissioners’ 
Office at 406-843-4277 and P. O. Box 278, 
Virginia City, MT 59755.
Madison County’s RFP includes a description 
of the services to be provided by respon-
dents; the minimum content of the responses; 
and the factors to be used to evaluate the 
responses.  Subject to the approval of the 
Madison County Board of Commissioners, 
the selected firm or firms may also be called 

upon to provide final engineering design ser-
vices, including preparation of final plans and 
specifications, supervision of the bidding pro-
cess, and final project inspection.  
Consistent with Section 3 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1968, CDBG 
regulations governing the grant require that 
to the greatest extent feasible, opportuni-
ties for training and employment arising in 
connection with this CDBG-assisted project 
will be extended to local lower-income resi-
dents. Further, to the fullest extent possible, 
business concerns located in or substantially 
owned by inhabitants of the project area will 
be utilized.  Disadvantaged business enter-
prises (DBE’s) are encouraged to apply.  
For more information, please contact Ron 
Nye at P. O. Box 278, Virginia City, MT 59755 
or call 406-843-4277. All responses to the 
Madison County RFP must be submitted by 
January 6, 2017, by 5:00 P.M.
(Pub. Dec. 15, 22 2016) mcc
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEET-
ING 
ON MONDAY DECEMBER 19, 2016, AT 5:00 
PM, AT ENNIS TOWN HALL, 328 WEST 
MAIN STREET, ENNIS, MT. THE TOWN OF 
ENNIS COMMISSION SHALL HOLD A SPE-
CIAL MEETING TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COM-
MENT AND VOTE ON A “RESOLUTION OF 
THE TOWN OF ENNIS, MADISON COUNTY, 
MONTANA TO ACCEPT REAL
PROPERTY CONVEYANCE FROM ES-
THER WARBURTON” THE RESOLUTION 
AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW AT 
TOWN HALL.
(Pub. Dec. 15, 22 2016) toe
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICES

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

for the week of December 15, 2016

Get 
Results.

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

Klasen Septic
WINTER IS COMING!
Need your septic tank pumped NOW?

We’re available! 
Call for a quote.

We also rent portable toilets.

683-2063   OR   925-1076

WeÕ re on 
the web!

www.
madisoniannews

.com

Check us out!

Toll Free 1-800-227-5894

Vacation Rental/Seasonal Cleaning
24 HR Flood & Fire Mitigation

HOME • OFFICE • RENTAL • AUTO • RV 
Carpets • Rugs • Upholstery • Windows

Serving Southwest Montana
406-683-2226

Proud member of Greater Ruby Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture

Find your good time!
 Fast.   Easy.   Comprehen-
sive.  Searchable.

CIVIC EVENTS, 
LOCAL SPORTS, 
CLASSES, 
CONCERTS, 
PLAYS, 
GOVERNMENT
MEETINGS, 
FUNDRAISERS...

CIVIC EVENTS, CIVIC EVENTS, 
LOCAL SPORTS, 

EVENTS@MADISONIANNEWS.COM
(406) 682-7755



 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Find 
Fellowship 

With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship
Joel Trenkle/Pastor

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

682-4949

 Sunday School 9:30 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday evening bible study 

and prayer time, 6 p.m
606 Comley Way, Ennis

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Pastors Travis & Kristina Walker

Office: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group Weds at 6:30 pm
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church

114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Duane Deshner

Sunday Service

10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)

Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry

Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

We are a church dedicated
to serving this valley!

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fully Accessible
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH

Say:  no man can attain his 
true station except through 
his justice.  No power can 
exist except through unity. 

No welfare and no well-being 
can be attained except 
through consultation.

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
St Joseph's in Sheridan 

Dec. 24 at 4 p.m.
St Mary's in Laurin 

Dec. 24 at 6 p.m.
St. Patrick's in Ennis 

Dec. 25 at 11 a.m.

Father John Crutchfield • Pastor ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Dustin 684-5255

Ruby	 Valley
Baptist	 Church

Tony	 Shaw,	 Pastor
842-5602

Sunday	 School	 9:45	 a.m.
Worship	 Service	 11	 a.m.
Sunday	 Evening	 6	 p.m.
Wednesday	 Eve	 7	 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Baptist	 Church

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

All sizes available up to 1,200 square feet
Heated, insulated, large doors, half bath.
Gary at 581-3531 or Paul at 581-7878

SHOP SPACE FOR RENT IN ENNIS
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Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges

The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center pro-
vides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and Com-
munity Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and up 
(spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for meals 
are appreciated.

Senior meals, Virginia City
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over will be 
served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday & Thursdays 
from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.
Thursday, December 15: Lasagna, salad, garlic toast, dessert
Tuesday, December 20: Ham with mac and cheese, green 
beans, dessert

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,  Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St. in Valley Assemply (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver 
Star to Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 
842-5573 for more information.

Meals on Wheels, Sheridan
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 
years and over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose 
to eat at the senior center, family style for $3.50 or have 
their meal delivered for $4.00. Delivered meals are within 
the city limits of  Sheridan and should be called in by 10 
a.m. Call Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

ENNIS MEALS ON WHEELS, ENNIS
Tuesday-Friday 11:45 am to 12:30 pm

Reservations 682-4422
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance for meal deliv-
ery or if  you plan to dine in.  Ennis Senior center, 315 W Main Street

DECEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 22
THURSDAY DECEMBER 15: 
CHICKEN & GRAVY, MASHERS, VEGGIES, 
BIRTHDAY CAKE
FRIDAY DECEMBER 16: BEEF EMPANADA, 
REFRIED BEANS, FRUIT, DESSERT
TUESDAY DECEMBER 20: HAM & CHED-
DAR SANDWICH, CHIPS, PICKLE, DESSERT
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 21: CHICKEN BA-
CON RANCH STROMBOLI, VEGGIE, DESSERT
THURSDAY DECEMBER 22: SHEPHERDS PIE, 
SALAD, ROLL, DESSERT

Area Senior Meals

DEC. 24: Candlelight
Service @ 7 pm
DEC. 25: Christmas Day 
Service @ 9 am

11/27
Accident on MT Hwy 

287 MM 20 Alder
Coroner Call in Ennis
Trespass Complaint in 

100 Blk Middle Rd Sheri-
dan

Medical Aid in 300 Blk 
W Steffens St Ennis

Traffic Complaint on US 
Hwy 287 MM 35 Cameron

Wildlife Violation on 
Old Mill Rd Harrison

Fire Call on US Hwy 287 
Harrison

Wildlife Violations on 
Sterling Rd Norris

Accident at Varney Rd & 
66 Ranch Rd Ennis

Abandoned Vehicle on 
Judy Ln Alder

Alarm Call in 100 Blk E 
Main St Ennis

11/28
Medical Aid in 500 Blk 

Centennial St Sheridan
Accident on Wisconsin 

Creek Rd Sheridan

Accident on Varney Rd 
MM 3 Ennis

Accident on Wisconsin 
Creek Rd MM 2 Sheridan

Accident on MT Hwy 
287 MM 11 Virginia City

Accident on I-15 MM 86 
Glen

Accident on MT Hwy 
287 MM 22 Alder

Fire Call in Axolotl Lake 
area Ennis

Traffic Complaint at 
MT Hwy 41 & MT Hwy 55 
Silver Star

Accident on MT Hwy 87 
MM 2 Cameron

11/29
Medical Aid on MT Hwy 

84 MM 1 Norris
Wildlife Complaint in 

300 Blk Armitage St Ennis
Traffic Complaint on 

Wisconsin Creek Rd Sheri-
dan

Medical Aid on MT Hwy 
41 N MM 57 Twin Bridges

11/30
Suspicious Circum-

stances in 300 Blk N Main 
St Twin Bridges

Suspicious Circumstanc-
es in 5300 Blk MT Hwy 41 
N Twin Bridges

Suspicious Circumstanc-
es Out of Madison County

Animal Complaint on 
MT Hwy 287 MM 9 Ennis

Suspicious Circumstanc-
es on Bull Trail Ennis

Accident on US Hwy 287 
MM 55 McAllister

Abandoned Vehicle in 
100 Blk Granite Creek Rd 
Virginia City

12/1
Suspicious Circumstanc-

es in 5300 Blk MT Hwy 41 
N Twin Bridges

Accident on MT Hwy 41 
MM 22 Twin Bridges

Accident on US Hwy 287 
MM 3 Cameron

Welfare Check on Cen-
tennial Dr Ennis

Fraud Complaint on 
Britton Way Sheridan

Stolen Vehicle on Main 
St Pony

12/2
Medical Aid in 200 Blk 

Charles Ave Ennis

12/3
Traffic Complaint on 

MT Hwy 191 Big Sky
Accident in 200 Blk E 

Idaho St Virginia City
Abandoned Vehicle at 

Charles Ave and Fagin St 
Ennis

Accident on Mill Creek 
Rd Sheridan

The Madison County 
Sheriff ’s Office responded 
to 69 calls for service from 
Nov. 27 – Dec. 3, 2016.

12/4
Accident on US Hwy 287 

MM 18 Cameron

12/5
Medical Aid in 200 Blk E 

Main St Ennis
Fire Call in 100 Blk Har-

rison St Harrison
Medical Aid in 100 Blk 

Harrison St Harrison

12/6
Coroner Call in 300 Blk 

Main St Ennis
Wildlife Complaint in 

400 Blk Hinch Creek Rd 
Alder

Wildlife Complaint on 
MT Hwy 287 MM 44 Twin 
Bridges

12/7
Theft Complaint on S 

Boulder Rd Cardwell
Welfare Check on Rams-

horn Creek Rd Sheridan
Traffic Complaint on US 

Hwy 287 MM 47 Ennis

12/8
Traffic Complaint in 200 

Blk Charles Ave Ennis

12/9
Medical Aid in 100 Blk 

Silver Spring Rd Sheridan
Public Safety on MT 

Hwy 287 MM 35 Sheridan
Accident on MT Hwy 84 

MM 2 Norris
Wildlife Complaint on 

Jeffers Loop Rd Ennis

12/10
Fire Call in 300 Blk US 

Hwy 287 N Ennis
Medical Aid in 200 Blk 

W 8th Ave Twin Bridges
Fire Call in 100 Blk E 

Warren St Virginia City
Accident at Varney Rd 

& Shining Mountains Loop 
Rd Ennis

Wildlife Complaint on 
MT Hwy 287 MM 31 Sheri-
dan

The Madison County 
Sheriff ’s Office responded 
to 51 calls for service from 
Dec. 4 – Dec. 10, 2016.

Madison County sheriff’s dispatCh Log

Nov. 27, 2016 – Dec. 10, 2016
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Christi Barclay, RDH  
Dennis Sacry, DDS, (406) 287-3026

Mon-Fri, 9 am to 5 pm • 108 W First St, Whitehall

The Dog Days 
of summer 
are over...

WHITEHALL DENTAL GROUP
$149 per year/ Adults

$99 per year/Children (14 & Under)
Includes unlimited exams, x-rays and 2 cleanings per  year!

Over $300 in Savings! Family Plans Available

 Try our Membership program and get 20% off! Try our Membership program and get 20% off!

Time to come in and let us check you out! 

Home Park
Assisted Living

843-5133 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homeparkass i s ted l iv ing .com

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

406-581-3531 (cell) or 406-682-7236 (office)
P.O. Box 63 - Ennis, Montana 

bid@3rivers.net

CROY
construction

Licensed - Insured - Professional
 Custom Homes - Residential  - Commercial

Gary Croy 
 owner

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finishers
Skilled in lacquer and other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

Today’s NEWS will be 
tomorrow’s 

HISTORY...
...read all 
about it in 
the area’s 
only local 
newspaper.

est. 1873

The local news of the 
Madison Valley, 
Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas

For your best source of 
news in 
Southwest Montana, 
subscribe! 
Call 682-7755

Around the County
Open burning closes

Submitted by Lisa Peterson
Montana Department of Environmental Quality

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality has announced that the fall open burning season ends on Nov. 30, 2016. No 
open burning is allowed in the Western Montana Burn Zone until March 1, 2017, unless specific permission is obtained from the DEQ. 
The Western Montana Burn Zone includes the following counties: Lincoln, Flathead, Sanders, Lake, Mineral, Missoula, Powell, Lewis 
and Clark, Ravalli, Granite, Deer Lodge, Silver Bow, Jefferson, Broadwater, Beaverhead, Madison, Gallatin and the portion south of I-90 
in Park.   

For more information, please visit the department’s open burning website at www.burnclosures.mt.gov.    

 Headwaters will submit Brownfields Assessment Grant
Submitted by Kolten Lamiaux

Headwaters RC&D
Headwaters RC&D Area, Inc., has formed a coalition with Butte Local Development Corporation and Anaconda Local Develop-

ment Corporation to submit a Brownfields Assessment Grant. If awarded, the project will provide grant funds for assessing contaminat-
ed properties in the seven county Headwaters region. Assessing these properties will lead to redevelopment and promote community 
and economic benefit on a region wide level.  

A copy of the application will be available for public comment Dec. 12 through 15 at Headwaters office, 65 E. Broadway 2nd floor, 
Butte. 

For more information or to register, contact Joe Willauer at 406.533.6783 or email jwillauer@headwatersrcd.org.

Apartment dwellers deserve smoke free homes
Submitted by Phil Taylen

Madison County Public Health Department
Everyone needs a safe, healthy place to live. Yet, many Montana renters contend with a health risk they cannot control: secondhand 

tobacco smoke.
Exposure to secondhand smoke causes up to 65,000 deaths in the United States each year and can make problems such as asthma 

and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease worse.
To protect health, smoking should be prohibited from all apartments and common areas such as entries, lobbies, hallways and bal-

conies. This does not mean prohibiting smokers. It just means asking those who use tobacco to respect the rights of their fellow tenants 
to stay healthy by not smoking inside the building. 

Going smokefree is legal and relatively easy. The Montana Tobacco Use Prevention Program can help by providing sample policy 
language, free educational materials and free smoke free signage. Interested landlords and tenants can get more information at dphhs.
mt.gov/publichealth/mtupp/SFH.

I am the tobacco use prevention specialist for Madison and Beaverhead counties and can help too. Get in touch at mcphd.phillip@
madison.mt.gov.

Twin Bridges missionary returns
Submitted by Janet Dustin

Twin Bridges
Kelsie Dustin, daughter of Shawn and Janet Dustin, returned home on Dec. 14 to Twin Bridges after leaving from the Sheridan Ward 

of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and serving 18 months as a missionary in the Belem, Brazil, Mission.
She will speak on Sunday, Dec. 18, at 10 a.m. at the Sheridan ward building of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints lo-

cated at 3560 Highway 287. All are welcome.  

Kids drawing in Twin Bridges
Submitted by Therese Hutchins

Main Street Market
Kids 12 and under have until Dec. 20 to submit their guess for a chance to enter the drawing for a $50 gift certificate to the toy room 

at the Main Street Market in Twin Bridges. Count all the animals painted on the store windows throughout town and submit your best 
guess. Winner will be announced on Dec. 20. For more information, call Therese Hutchins at 596-5933.

Skate with Santa in Virginia City
Submitted by Scott Kelley

Virginia City Ice
Virginia City Ice is hosting a skate with Santa party at the Virginia City ice rink on Saturday, Dec. 17 from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. Santa 

and his elves will be in attendance to skate with the kids and hand out gifts. Hot chocolate and snacks will be provided. 
If your kids do not have their own skates, do not be deterred. There are a lot of kids skates in many sizes to use at the rink. There will 

also be opportunities for photos with Santa.

DANCE ON!

Submitted by Kari Montgomery 
Twin Bridges

The Shine dance studio Christmas recital was on Dec. 3 at the University of Montana, Western, auditorium.

Photos courtesy Kari Montgomery
L: Kindergarteners and first-graders perform; third to fifth-graders perform; dance teacher Ashley Houle dances with a student.

Photo courtesy Kari Montgomery
Two to 4-year-olds take the stage.
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Sheridan Resident’s Tax Dollars Disbursement 
Per 100 Tax Dollars

All tax collection procedures 
can be found in Montana Code 

Annotated Title 15 
and tax information for Madison 

County can be found on the 
county’s website.

www.madisoncountymt.gov 
under the Treasurer/Taxes 

page.

Public Service Information Paid for by Madison County Commissioners, PO Box 278, Virginia City, MT 59775

LOCAL SUBCONTRACTORS
Langlas and Associates the Construction Manager for the 

Ruby Valley Hospital would like to invite all subcontractors and 
community members to a workshop to discuss the Ruby Valley 
Hospital Project.  This meeting will be held at the Philanthropy 
Building at 120 S. Main St. in Sheridan, MT. Tuesday December 

20, 2016 at 10:30 a.m.  This meeting is not mandatory.  
This workshop will review the upcoming bid process and 

project scope.  This is an opportunity for the local community 
to understand the bidding requirements, schedule, and ask 
questions before the bid.  The bid date is January 10, 2016.  

The project will not start construction until late February of 2017.  
For further information, please contact Roger Davis at 

406-585-3420 or email rdavis@langlas.com

Merry Christmas!
Thank you all for helping to make a successful year!  

From Laura Gilmore BROKER

Thinking of listing in 2017? 
Give me a call! 

406-570-8729
RE/MAX	
  Mountain	
  Property	
  
MontanaGilmore@gmail.com

 MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER

www.mvmedcenter.org • 305 N. Main, Ennis, Montana  

Primary care when you need it.  
Call 406-682-4243

Same day appointments available.
Walk-ins Welcome

Clinic Hours M-F  •  8-5
Clinic entrance lower level

YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN YOU MIGHT WAKE UP FEELING SICK AS A DOG.

Junior high basketball tournament
Submitted by Ed Burke

Sheridan Schools

Sheridan Booster Club hosted a junior high girls basketball tournament on Saturday, Dec. 10. 
Twelve teams from eight schools attended. 

Eighth-grade division: Twin Bridges, first; Lima, second; Sheridan, third  
Seventh-grade division: Twin Bridges, first; Clark County, Idaho, second; Cardwell, third 

Photo courtesy Gail Banks
Twin Bridges sixth and seventh-grade team, and the town’s eighth-grade team won the 

Sheridan tournament on Saturday, Dec. 10.

Photo courtesy Lois Tate
Claire Haag of Sheridan is guarded closely 
by Daisy Lewis of Harrison/Willow Creek.

Photo courtesy Lois Tate
Panther Mackenzee Fabel and a White 
Sulphur springs player battle for the tip.

Twin Bridges missionary returns
Submitted by Janet Dustin

Twin Bridges

Kelsie Dustin, daughter of 
Shawn and Janet Dustin, will 
return home on Dec. 14 to Twin 
Bridges after leaving from the 
Sheridan Ward of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints and serving 18 months as 
a missionary in the Belem, Brazil, 
Mission. K. Dustin graduated from 
Twin Bridges High School in 2014 
and attended college at BYU-Idaho 
before applying and receiving her 
mission call. She served in differ-
ent areas of Brazil and has learned 
to speak Brazilian Portuguese flu-
ently. K. Dustin has loved her time 
serving some of the most sincere, 
humble people of Brazil that she 
has truly grown to love. She spent 
time in very diverse surroundings, 
from the Amazon River to the rain 
forest jungle, as well as the most 
humble of places throughout her 
mission.
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