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Future plans
Earlier this summer, 

Madison County applied for 
a Community Development 
Block Planning Grant to fund 
the creation of a strategic plan 
for the fairgrounds, includ-
ing floodplain and facilities 
studies. 

Nye said the CDBG was 
awarded in the amount of 
$20,000, which requires a 30 
percent match from the com-
missioners.

“Hopefully we’ll get started 
in the spring,” Nye said. “And 
see how much we get done.”

In the commissioners’ 
point of view, once the plan-
ning process is complete, it 
will determine the direction 
the fairgrounds needs to go.

“The problem with im-
proving (the fairgrounds) is 
that it means it will take more 
time to manage it,” said board 
member Chad Armstrong. 

“And what we’ve heard from 
the commissioners about 
more time is no.”

Armstrong asked what 
Hart and Nye saw for the 
future of the fairgrounds. 

“Is there an option of 
increasing our income by 
increasing fees?” he asked. 
“What about a mill levy so 
we can cover extra hours for 
more events.”

The fair board proposed 
a fee increase schedule to the 
commissioners a few months 
ago, but never heard back, 
Armstrong said. 

“Rate increases are not go-
ing to make money,” Lowder 
said. “But maybe they will cut 
our losses to $0.”

Board member Nick 
Novich pointed out the fair-
grounds exists to serve county 
residents, a point Leo agreed 
with.

“As a county facility, our 
goal is not to be a profit cen-

ter,” he said. 
Hart said the joint meet-

ing was productive, because 
he and Nye were able to hear 
justification form the fair 
board for the things they have 
requested, like rate increases.

Another issue is the capac-
ity of the facilities during fair 
time. This year, the number 
of pigs entered in the fair was 
more than could fit in the pig 
barn, and portable facilities 
were used. Growth of the 
fair is not excluded to swine 
either.

This coming year, Boulder 
is hosting its own small fair, 
which will hopefully lessen 
the pressure on the facilities 
during the Madison County 
fair. 

What about a mill levy
Leo asked the last time the 

fairgrounds’ budget has been 
increased. Though mill values 
go up yearly, they do not ap-

preciate as rapidly as the cost 
of living, materials and more. 

“If your budget needs 
to increase, it needs to go 
through mills,” Hart said. 
“It needs to go through the 
voters.”

If the fair board decides 
to go to the public to ask for 
increased mills, Hart said 
they need to have a clear vi-
sion of where they want the 
fairgrounds to go.

“It will have to be a cam-
paign,” he said. 

“What do we have to 
lose?” Novich asked. “If it’s 
voted down, we’re still right 
here.”

Hart expressed a desire to 
meet with the board again, 
and also include the county 
finance office in the discus-
sion.

“We can’t make a decision 
tonight,” he said. “We need to 
come up with a vision for the 
fairgrounds.”

How well do YOU 
know Madison County?

Do you know this road? Nobody 
called our office this week to 

identify it!

Call 682-7755!

THIS WEEK’S CONTEST IS 
SPONSORED BY 

Shovel & Spoon
Sheridan, MT

and
Maple' s Coffee

Ennis, MT

diploma.”
Hofman said this does not 

change Harrison’s graduation 
requirements.

“There is potential to help 
hundreds of kids,” he said. “I’m 
not sure if there is any other 
school in the state (that offers 
an alternative diploma).”

Transportation legislation
Last year, the Harrison 

School Board submitted a 
proposed resolution to the 
Montana School Board As-
sociation, suggesting giving 
school districts the option to 
get reimbursed for running 
bus routes if they use smaller 
vehicles than buses, like vans 
or suburbans. 

“The way the state finance 
law is set up for schools is that 
you get reimbursed by the 
state for transportation, but it’s 
based on the size of the bus,” 
Hofman explained. “Why do 
we have to send a big bus on 
a route if we are only pick-
ing up three kids? If we send 
our school van, we don’t get 
reimbursed.”

Hofman presented an 
example of why the resolution 

could make a difference for 
schools like Harrison.

We had a bus route that 
cost us $52,000 to run,” he 
said. “About 40 percent of that 
was reimbursed by the state, 
but the rest was paid for local-
ly by county and local taxpay-
ers. We only picked up three 
kids. It was a colossal waste of 
resources. The law does not 
allow us to buy a school van to 
go pick them up – but if it did, 
we could have run that (bus) 
route at a fraction of the cost.”

At MTSBA’s annual confer-
ence in October, represen-
tatives from school boards 
statewide voted unanimously 
to move forward with the 
proposed resolution, Hofman 
said. 

“Now the folks at MTSBA 
will put together an actual bill 
and find someone to sponsor 
it in the legislature,” he said. 
“And it will be one of the bills 
the legislature looks at this 
session.”

Hofman believes the bill is 
a “no-brainer.”

“It doesn’t change the fund-
ing formula for big districts,” 
Hofman said. “But for a school 
like Harrison, it would make 
far more financial sense for the 

taxpayers of Montana and the 
Harirson district to say, go buy 
a new van and get reimbursed, 
rather than spending so much 
more money on a bus.”

Athletic co-op
Last month, the school 

hosted a par-
ent meeting 
to discuss the 
future of athlet-
ics at Harrison, 
particularly 
pertaining to 
girls sports. 

“The girls 
want to ride it 
out,” he said. 
“They know the 
numbers and 
know they will 
probably be the 
smallest school 
participating.”

Currently, 
Harrison co-ops 
with Willow Creek for basket-
ball, but Harrison High School 
has 22 students. Willow Creek 
High School has four. And to 
make matters even more com-
plicated, Harrison’s girl to boy 
ratio is one to two.

There were two ways to 

move forward: either Har-
rison can pursue a co-op with 
Whitehall or Three Forks, 
which they would need to do 
by January, or they can roll 
the dice and pull up eighth 
graders. 

The girls and parents 

expressed a desire to do the 
latter.

“They would rather con-
tinue to represent our commu-
nity and school,” Hofman said. 
“This year and next will be our 
lowest, and then we will get 
some help coming up from the 
lower grades.”

HARRISON from pg. 1

“There is potential to 
help hundreds of kids. 
I’m not sure if there is 
any other school in the 
state (that offers an 
alternative diploma).” 

- Fred Hofman, Harrison School 
Superintendent



Thursday, November 24, 2016 A3

STATE CHAMPIONS

Ennis wins Class C 8-man State Championship in sudden death overtime

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
The 2016 Ennis Mustangs proudly display their championship plaque.

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

It all came down to the Mustang defense. Ennis was up, 30 – 24, against Charlo in a sudden death 
style overtime for the Class C 8-man State Championship, and the Vikings had four chances to make 

it into the end zone from the 10 yard line. If they scored six, the game continued. 
Any more than that, Ennis would lose.

The powerhouse Ennis football team charged 
through regular and post-season play until the 
state championship game in Charlo on Nov. 19. 
There, the Vikings made the Mustangs earn the 
title of the number one class C 8-man football 
team – and earn it, they did.

Twin brothers and teammates, Corbin and 
Tanner Wood, said they were not expecting Char-
lo to give them as much of a fight as they did.

“We knew they were going to be good,” T. 
Wood said. “They gave us more of a fight than we 
were expecting.”

Mustang Jake Knack put Ennis on the score-
board in the first quarter, and the Mustangs led 
for the remainder of the half, 6 – 0. It was a con-
test of the defenses. Though Ennis pushed within 
striking distance a few times, the Vikings made 
their presence known in the backfield and each 
team was forced to punt multiple times. 

After a scoreless second quarter, Charlo came 
out of the locker room after halftime ready to 
play. Viking Jared Doty scored on the opening 
drive of the third quarter with a 55 yard touch-
down run. Unable to capitalize on the conversion, 
the teams were tied up.

However, with 2:30 left in the third quarter, 

Ennis fumbled the ball and Charlo came up 
with it, a play that made the difference when the 
Vikings scored a few moments later. It was the 
first time the Mustangs have trailed an opponent 
this season.

Undeterred, Ennis fired back on their next 
possession. Quarterback T. Wood launched a 
long pass to Gavin McKitrick, and the game was 
tied up at 12 with 2:17 left in the third quarter.

Then, the Mustang defense showed why they 
are a dominant force in Montana class C 8-man 
football. They forced the Vikings to punt, and En-
nis had an opportunity to take back the lead. 

As time ticked down in the fourth quarter, the 
Mustang contingency plodded downfield, both 
Knack and T. Wood making big plays to move the 
ball forward. Knack punched through the Charlo 
line for a touchdown, and though Ennis was un-
able to make good on the conversion, they still 
had the lead, 18 – 12, with 8:35 left in the game.

The Vikings were not done, however. Charlo 
tied the game at 18 with 3:45 left in the game. 
Fortunately, McKitrick knocked down a pass on 
the conversion attempt that would have given 
Charlo the lead. 

Less than a minute later, McKitrick made big 

at the opposite end of the field, catching a long 
pass from Wood to put the Mustangs back in the 
lead, 24 – 18.

That is when the team did what they do best – 
they held the Vikings and forced a punt. With less 
than two minutes in the game, all Ennis had to 
do was hang onto the ball and run out the clock. 
Unable to best the Charlo defense, however, the 
Mustangs turned it over on downs and gave the 
Vikings one last chance to tied the game or take 
the lead. 

With 39 seconds left in the game, the Vikings 
scored. Unable to punch in the PAT, the game 
was tied up at 24 at the final buzzer. 

“I just knew we had to stop them,” T. Wood 
said. “In overtime, we had to get it done.”

Per Montana High School Association rules, 
overtime is played sudden death-style. Charlo, 
who won the coin toss, chose to be on defense 
first, and the Mustangs had four chances to score 
a touchdown from the 10 yard line. They did 
just that. Wood connected with his twin brother, 
Corbin, in the end zone and the Mustangs took 
the lead. All they had to do was prevent Charlo 
from getting into the end zone from the 10 yard 
line.

The Mustangs stood strong and played tough, 
gritty football in the mud. Thanks to big plays 
in the backfield, where Charlo’s Landers Smith 
was tackled for losses, the Vikings were unable to 
score, and Ennis won the championship.

“I was in tears,” C. Wood said. “I was so happy 
– everyone was so happy with the great game. 
(My teammates) are my brothers and we worked 
together and fought hard for it.”

Head coach Chris Hess said the game was the 
best one he has “been a part of.”

“The guys never gave up and just kept fight-
ing through a very tough game,” he said. “It’s an 
amazing group of young men that accomplished 
something that is so difficult.”

Knack said the win was the result of dedica-
tion and the love the team has for one another.

“Within a few moments of the game ending, 
all the pain, nerves and anxiousness disappears,” 
he said. “At that moment, you feel like you could 
do anything.”

Knack describes it as one of the “best feelings 
in the world.” 

“Then it sinks in. All the hard work, dedi-
cation, practice and studying of the game,” he 
added. “Makes you realize it was all worth it.”

PHOTO CLOCKWISE FROM BOTTOM LEFT
Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian

Gavin McKitrick (11) receives high fives from proud Ennis fans who traveled to Charlo.

Corbin Wood (5) prevents a Charlo player from gaining yards.

Jake Knack (23) takes the ball around the outside to gain yards.

Tanner Wood (1) takes a tackle head on as he advances the ball.
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THANKSGIVING HOURS
Hi Madison County,

Happy Thanksgiving! We’re taking some much-needed time off to enjoy our families and recharge this holiday week. 
Our offices will be closed Wednesday, Nov. 23 – Friday, Nov. 25. 

Please give us a call at 682-7755 and leave us a message if you need anything. 
And if you want to place an ad for the Dec. 1 newspaper, email Erin at ads@madisoniannews.com by Friday at 5 p.m.

The Madisonian

CLARIFICATION
In the article, Hoop shoot results, in last week’s paper, Charlie Kruer’s school should have been listed as Twin Bridges. 

The Madisonian apologizes for any confusion.

madisoniannews.commadisoniannews.com

Get Results.
People are reading.  
Advertise your business or event today!

Around the County
Women’s Resource Center has office in Sheridan

Submitted by Ke’lah Savage
Women’s Resource/Community Support Center

The Women’s Resource/Community Support Center has a new office in Sheridan located in the Philanthropy River Build-
ing, 120 S. Main St, Suite 102. 

WRC is excited to offer families in Madison County advocacy in securing housing, food, medical services and/or mental 
health services. WRC provides safe shelter, counseling services and civil/legal advocacy for victims of domestic violence or 
sexual crimes. In addition, WRC assists individuals in applying for child support and public assistance benefits. In Madison 
County we offer a women’s group, creating a safe place for women to share and support each other. WRC is committed to be-
ing involved in our communities to help foster safe, happy, healthy families.

If you need help or want more information, call 925-1056.

Help Ennis youth compete in junior NFR
Submitted by Holli Boggus

Ennis

Head to the Ennis bowling alley on Nov. 25 and 26 from 2 – 4 p.m. for a fundraiser for Brummie Boggus. Boggus, an Ennis 
student, qualified to compete at the junior National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas.

Call for ticket information or to reserve a spot for either day: Sarah Sennette at 682-7407 or Holli Boggus at 706-641-9939.

Time for the Ruby Valley giving tree
Submitted by Billie Ratcliffe

Ruby Valley Giving Tree

It is time once again to open our hearts to less fortunate neighbors this holiday season. The Ruby Valley giving tree serves 
Virginia City, Alder and Sheridan. Each year, food is provided for Christmas dinner, sponsored by Sheridan’s food pantry, and 
the giving tree provides gifts for children and basic items for needy elderly. 

Gift tags will be placed on the Ruby Valley National Bank’s Christmas tree in Sheridan as requests are received.
Dec. 7 is the last day for submitting names. Gifts need to be returned to the bank by Dec. 19. Call Billie Ratcliffe at 842-

5044 and leave a message as soon as possible if you are in need or know someone who is. All inquiries are held in strict confi-
dence.

Breastfeeding class in Ennis
Submitted by Gallatin City-County Health Department

On Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. and Dec. 13 at 6 p.m., head to the Madison Valley Medical Center for a free class on breastfeeding. The 
Dec. 6 class covers the breastfeeding basics, and the Dec. 13 covers working and breastfeeding. The classes are being put on by 
the Gallatin City-County Health Department. 

Call 539-1741 to register. Families are welcome.

Christmas stroll in Sheridan
Submitted by Lynda Johnson

On Friday, Dec. 2, head to Sheridan for the Christmas stroll. 5:30 – 7 p.m. Santa will be at the Prospector Restaurant –bring 
the little ones to see Santa. There will be hayrides and music through out the town. While you are strolling through main 
street do not forget to check out the Christmas gift shop. There is something for everyone.

If you have any questions, call Lynda Johnson at 842-7883.

Ennis chamber hosts Christmas stroll
Submitted by Kenzie Clark
Ennis Chamber of Commerce

On Friday, Dec. 2, the Ennis Chamber of Commerce is hosting the annual Christmas stroll downtown. The stroll starts at 3 
p.m. and ends at 8 p.m. While you are there, be sure to head to the ski swap at the Gravel Bar.
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H i r e a d e r s,
Three years ago I moved to Madison County toward the end 

of the high school football season. By the time I was settled in 
at the paper and going out on assignments, the Ennis Mustangs 
football team was the only county team left in the playoffs. All 
avid Mustang fans will remember how that season ended – in a 
state championship! From the team’s opening drive to the f inal 
seconds of the game, the Mustangs led the Wibaux Longhorns in 
the Class C 8-man State Championship game. That date, Nov. 23, 
2013, was Ennis’ f irst football championship appearance in 30 
years and their f irst win in 31 years.

This past weekend the Mustangs did it again! By defeating 
the Wibaux Longhorns two weekends ago, they earned a trip to 
the championship game. On Saturday I joined a long caravan 

of Madison County license plates leaving Ennis and heading 
northwest to Charlo. The four hour drive to and from the game 
was not a deterrent … the number of Mustang fans made it feel 
like home.

My Kansas City high school of nearly 1,000 students was all 
about athletics. Our football, volleyball, basketball and soccer 
programs were frequently involved, and had great success, in 
post-season play. Our football and track facility was a state-of-
the-art stadium, complete with college-quality bleachers and 
concessions. Games were social events for the student body, but 
other than the athletes’ parents, very few adults showed up and 
we never saw elementary or junior high kids.  

That’s what’s so special about rural communities like those 
in Madison County, a game is much more that a place for under 
classmen to hang out. Alumni, business owners, young families, 

seniors and folks who have no school aff iliation show up to 
support their hometown team.

It is truly noble to invest your time and emotions in an 
interest outside of yourself. It’s also enjoyable and entertaining 
to have the camaraderie of cheering for and supporting a 
common cause. Sometimes, that cause is high school sports. In a 
small town where nearly everyone knows one another, it’s a great 
feeling to congregate and cheer for your own kids or those you’ve 
watched grow up.

Congrats to all Madison County teams on their successes. 
Thanks for giving us all something to connect to, believe in and 
support.

A bi ga i l 

The power of sports in a small town

more news:
Sheridan Town

Council moves forward with corrosion control plan following lead incident
Caitlin Avey

news@madisoniannews.com

“We decided to accept the plan Great West Engineer-
ing submitted and have it on (Department of Environmental 
Quality’s) desk by Dec. 31,” said Mayor Tom Shaffer after the 
Town of Sheridan’s November meeting.

In early August, the town discovered elevated levels of 
lead in the drinking water after routine sampling by DEQ. In 
a press release regarding the lead contamination, DEQ stated 
“results of 29 samples taken identified an exceedance of the 
lead action level of 0.015 micrograms per liter,” and identified 
a plan of action to correct the issue.

“We’ve outlined the steps (the town) needs to take includ-
ing public education and information, collecting samples at 
both the source of the water and home taps and have provided 
other recommendations with regard to treatment,” said Kristi 
Ponozzo, public policy director for DEQ.

What might be the final step for the town is the corrosion 
control plan.

“We don’t have to do anything, yet,” said Shaffer. “Unless 
we have further positive lead tests during two, six-month 
cycles.”

The two consecutive six-month cycles include 20 tests per 
cycle that must show less than 10 percent of lead contamina-
tion. The cycles will begin on Jan. 1 and Shaffer said the town 
will only act on the corrosion control plan if they find contin-
ued exceedances of lead.

“Right now, it’s just a plan,” he said.

Other business
Councilmembers also awarded the bid for the public works 

shop to MQS Builders out of Stevensville after hearing bids 
for the new building and are hoping to get started yearly next 
year.

“We’re hoping to get on their schedule in February or early 

March,” Shaffer said.
The shop, which used to be housed in what is now the Ruby 

Valley Search and Rescue building, will be on the lagoon prop-
erty just north of town. 

“We’re kind of out in the cold since (RVSAR) bought the 
building,” Shaffer said. “So it will be nice to have somewhere 
to call home.”

Also on the council’s November agenda was addressing 
safety procedures for town employees after an inspection from 
the Department of Labor and Industry.

“They suggested we get a safety program in place and put 
together for all employees and so that’s something we’re work-
ing on right now,” Shaffer said.

Madison County Sheriff Roger Thompson expanded on the 
importance of safety plans, even in small communities.

“(Safety plans) are important to have in place and when 
you are putting one together you need to take into account 
the needs of the school or business you’re implanting one for,” 
Thompson said. “One size doesn’t fit all.”

Madison County 
canvasses votes

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

The morning of Nov. 18, Madison County commission-
ers Jim Hart and Ron Nye, along with treasurer Shelly Burke 
canvassed the votes from the recent election.

“We reviewed the numbers for each of the candidates to 
make sure the clerk and recorder did a good job,” Hart said. 
“Everything was right – it was done well.”

Hart pointed out a high point from the election. Madison 
County had 79.91 percent voter participation.

“It was very good turnout,” he said. “The lowest (turn-
out) was in Ennis and the Ennis rural district, which had 76 
percent and 72 percent. One doesn’t know why.”

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
On election night, Nov. 8, Madison County election officers 
tally votes at the Madison County Administrative Building in 
Virginia City.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
My friend, Laura Gilmore, suggested the Mustang fans who traveled to Charlo pose for a photo with the team following their championship win. Go Mustangs!
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The holidays are near 
Let us help you spread cheer

Papa’s Candy homemade truf� es, caramels, Mints & more
Don’t wait till it’s too late!  And miss the cutoff date!

Order before Dec. 1! 
Call 406-685-3243

Harrison, MT

Christi Barclay, RDH  
Dennis Sacry, DDS, (406) 287-3026

Mon-Fri, 9 am to 5 pm • 108 W First St, Whitehall

The Dog Days 
of summer 
are over...

WHITEHALL DENTAL GROUP
$149 per year/ Adults

$99 per year/Children (14 & Under)
Includes unlimited exams, x-rays and 2 cleanings per  year!

Over $300 in Savings! Family Plans Available

 Try our Membership program and get 20% off! Try our Membership program and get 20% off!

Time to come in and let us check you out! 

Start To Finish
General Building Contractors

Design-Build Services
New Construction & Remodel

Fine Millwork & Cabinetry
Door & Window Installation Specialists

Custom Decking

“Excellence Is Our Minimum Standard”
 

Brian Stubbs  682-5313

581-2307cell

StartToFinish.Inc@gmail.com

Registered, Licensed, Insured

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Old style, histOric jack fence made the way 
the Old timers did. jacks handmade. the Best 

hOrse fence. Very easy On wildlife. 

581-3424  •  lpjohn@3rivers.net • lodgepolejohn.com
Acrylic paintings also available on my website.

Hate Cleaning?  No Time?  Too Tired?
Relief is just a phone call away!

Meg Moran
503-810-5930

Call or text about rates & availability.

a hhh .

Residential only
Madison County (ask about traveling)

GUYS LIKE US
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Lodgepole Pine
Cord Split & Dumped $200

Stacked $265
Rounds $165
4’ Logs $145

Fir
Cord Split & Dumped $245 

Stacked $300
Rounds $200
4’ Logs $175

Serving Ennis, McAllister and surrounding area

406-581-3178
Ed Hatlee

TOTAL HOME REPAIRS & REMODELS

McAllister Inn
Steakhouse a! d Bar

5566 Hwy 287 N  •  Lunch and Dinner
For reservations - 406-682-5000

CLOSED TUES & WEDS

! ontana ! ine ! ining, ! teaks, 
! rime ! ib ! pecial ! hursdays

advertise in The Madisonian.  
Call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET 
RESULTS.

Hello from Harrison!

In case you missed it, Harrison’s 
football players’ 2016 season wasn’t too 
shabby. The Whitehall-Harrison Trojan’s 
incredible season in boys class B football 
came to a close in Eureka on Nov. 12. The 
boys’ playoff schedule saw them travel to 
Shelby, Ronan and Eureka, where they 
ultimately lost in the state semi-final, 
after leading at halftime. They finished the 
season a week earlier than we all wanted 
with a final record of 10-2. A stroll through 
the trophy hallway at Harrison School 
shows that in 1992 and 1996, our Wildcats 
played on football teams that also reached 
the state semi-finals. The boys played with 
Ennis during that time. Thus, this year’s 
team had the school’s best finish in 20 years 
and they tied for the best football finish in 
Harrison’s school history. Nice job boys, 
you were fun to watch! 

Our fish hatchery went from holding 
100 rainbow trout eggs to holding 93 
very small rainbow trout!  They started 
hatching on Sunday, Nov. 6. We anticipated 

losing 10-40 of them but it looks like we 
have lucked out! They are growing bigger 
every day and most are now in the fry 
stage. Due to room temperature issues as 
well as viewing access for our students 
and community, the hatchery is located 
in the school lobby, not the science lab as 
originally anticipated. Jakob Nye, a high 
school student at Harrison, built a very 
nice and appropriately-themed buffer in 
the school lobby to protect the hatchery 
from inadvertent contact with flying or 
bouncing objects. Be sure to check it out 
when you are at the school or when you 
come to our basketball games this winter! 

Thanksgiving is a time for thanks 

and I am thankful my daughter and the 
students at Harrison have such a great little 
school to learn and grow in. We are lucky 
that we have great teachers and staff at 
Harrison and I am thankful for all they do 
to make our school function so seamlessly, 
regardless of the obstacles we encounter. 
Despite our enrollment woes, our students 
get an amazing education and have unique 
educational opportunities that do not exist 
elsewhere, largely due to the efforts and 
commitment of our staff and for that, I am 
truly thankful!

Fred Hofman
Harrison School Superintendent

Buzz 
from the 
schools Harrison

School
s

Marine Corps celebrated in Ennis
Submitted by Toni Bowen

Ennis

On Nov. 10, 70 patriots gathered to celebrate 
the 241st birthday of the United States Marine 
Corps and honor the sacrifices that have been 
made by our American service men and women.  

Along with the grand celebration, silent and 
live auctions generated funds to ensure that the 
Madison Valley Veterans’ Memorial will continue 
to be improved and expanded.  r. R. D. Marks of-
ficiated as president of the Mess, with Dave Hajny 
as vice president and Joey Sperber assisting. Lt. 
Col. Andrew DeBona, retired, was the honored 
guest, in absentia. Judge Loren Tucker and Dan 
Reinoehl were outstanding as the auctioneers and 
Don Bowen and Michael Bowen were honored as 
the oldest and youngest Marines at the event. 

Photo 
courtesy Toni 

Bowen
Don Bowen 

cuts the 
cake at the 

celebration.

110 E. Main, Ennis110 E. Main, Ennis
www.facebook.com/coverupsemb

on Small Business Saturday - November 26  
10:00-3:00 

SAVE 70% STORE WIDE
COVERUPS Gifts & Embroidery

Cash only

Join Us for refreshments
AND HUGE SAVINGS!

Bowling for
Brummie!

Let ' s Help Send Brummie to Las Vegas to 
Ride in the National Finals

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH AND SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH 
2-4 PM

ENNIS FISH BOWL  59 MT HWY 287, ENNIS MT
$20 per person – 2 hours of unlimited bowling/

shoes, pizza and pop

Contact and reserve your spot!  (limited availability)
Sarah Senette 406-682-7406 or Holli Boggus 

706-614-9938

Donations also accepted on gofundme.com 
(search for Brummie Boggus)
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To advertise 
your local business 

in this year’s gift guide, 
contact Rachel at 

(406) 640-2548, or 
by email at 

sales@madisoniannews.com

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  ! ! ! !  !

The holiday season is a g! ! ! t time of year 
to s! ! p in Madison County, and there’s no 
shortage of r! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! e gift ideas to select 

from when b! ! ! ! g l! ! ! ! ! y. 
The Madisonian will feature Madison County’s 

f! ! ! t holiday gift guide on Dec. 8.

! ! ! ! ! ! n ! ! ! ! ! ! ’s 
Holiday 
! ! ! t ! ! ! ! e

GiftGuidePushAd.indd   1 11/21/16   9:29 AM

Unsuccessful attempts to be cat free
Caitlin Avey

news@madisoniannews.com

After losing their beloved feline, Dave 
and Laurie Schmidt tried to go without.

“We could never get away because 
we always had to look after the cats,” 
Laurie said. “But we couldn’t stand living 
without them.”

A quick trip to the animal shelter 
and Dave and Laurie were armed with 
three new, domestic short hair black cats: 
Smooks, Crabapple (a.k.a. Crabby) and 
Lincoln.

“We’re partial to black cats,” Laurie 
laughed, adding their previous rescues 
have all been black.

Maybe it is the superstition associated 
with black cats, but Laurie said they can 

be hard to adopt out. So when the shelter 
had Smooks, Crabby and Lincoln social-
ized all together, it was a package deal.

“It took Smooks about a year to come 
out from under the bed,” Laurie said as 
she talked of all three’s unique personali-
ties. “They’re all totally different but they 
are all such loving animals and so good 
with people.”

Dave and Laurie also have two rescue 
Vislas, Brody and Stella, that share the 
home with Smooks, Crabby and Lincoln.

“It was amazing – (the cats) act like 
they don’t even know they’re a different 
animal,” she said. “They’ll jump on them 
and just act like ‘I’m not afraid of these 
things’.”

After taking in their first rescue dog, 
Laurie said she would never go back to 

buying from breeders.
“Shelters do a really great job on 

trying to match the animal’s personality 
with an owner and really try to find out 
about the animals,” she said. “I agree that 
you get to raise puppies and kittens and 
get to mold them your way, but some-
times you get things you’d never expect 
from a rescue.”

Laurie said she would advise future 
rescue adopters know what they are 
looking for a really ask themselves what 
they want.

“It is a (fur)ever commitment!”

* Editor’s note: We want to share your 
tale with our readers. Email Caitlin at 
news@madisoniannews.com or call the 
office at 682-7755.

Ennis Schools 
honor roll 

Submitted by Sally Lee
Ennis Schools

Ackerman, Christina Ann
Ball, Elizabeth Jean
Ball, Katherine Mardahl
Barsness, Madelyn Mae
Boyd, Ravyn Marie
Chesser, Sierra Marie
Coffman, Charles Clay
Conklin, Elysse
Crickmer, Emma Mae
Crowley, Logan Haley
Croy, Brigit Lynn
Croy, Tracer Lee
Davies, Kennedy N.
Dickinson, Agustus Trapper
Diebert, Savannah Lynn
Elliott, Kameron Matthew
Elliott, Kara Elizabeth
Fortner, Payton Marlene
Fortner, Talon R.
France, Taylor Tracy
Fredson, Wyatt M.
Frey, Kelsie Marie Irene
Fugal, Alysa A
Fugal, Kaleb Michael
Funston, Christopher Gregory
Funston, Kurt M.
Garcia Hernandez, Ana C
Garcia, Edgar Alexandro
Gilmore, Charles Burton
Gilmore, William Kelley
Glines, Bryson William
Goettle, Madison Marlene
Goodman, Anna McCall
Goodman, Caroline Ruby-
Feng
Green, James Dalton
Green, Michael Riley
Griffis, Josie
Hamilton, Quinten Alexander

Hokanson, Joree
Hokanson, Kassidy Jay
Jenkins, Josie Kate
Johnson, Daniel Hazelwood
Kimmey, Alyssa Rae
Kimmey, Amanda Mae
Kimmey, Grace Marie
Klein, Jourdain Aaron
Knack, Jacob Ryan
Knapton, Maida J.
Landgaard, Culberson
Lee, Ethan Duo
Lingle, Emmett Lyman
Lohrenz, Grady Robert
Lohrenz, Kyle Norman
Luly, Wade Scott
Marum, Caelin Dae
McKitrick, Gavin Keyser
McKitrick, Whitney Louise
Moe, Robyn
Morgan, Brand Jackson
Morgan, Ty
Noack, Keith Andrew
Noack, Kylie Rayne
Oberg, Brayden Tyler
O’Connell, Ryan Matthew
Philpott, Danika Ann
Roberts, Izabella Lane
Robinson, Riley Elaine
Russell, Amanda Marie
Salazar, Ryker Elias
Sanborn, Zayne Jacob
Saunders, Krysta Emilee Sue
Schaufler, Emily Eva
Sciuchetti, Baylee Brooke
Sitz, Lane Robert
Terrell, Gavin
Trapp, Maksymilian Louis
West, Alyssa Lynn
Wigen, Apryl Emily Bell
Williams, Bridger Curtis

Home Park 
receives award

Submitted by Jason George
Home Park Assisted Living

On Thursday Nov. 3, 2016, Home Park Assisted Living in 
Sheridan was awarded with Small Business of the Year 2016 
from Headwaters RC&D at their annual dinner in Butte. 
Headwaters RC&D operates a small business development 
center that is a part of a statewide network of resources and 
technical services which help with both start-up and exist-
ing business in Southwest Montana. Headwaters’ mission 
is to provide their clients with access to essential resources 
that result in sustainable economic development and Tony 
and Emily Simonsen, the owners of Home Park Assisted 
Living, utilized the services provided by Headwaters RC&D 
to help start Home Park Assisted Living at the beginning of 
2011. This award is open for all new and existing business 
that have used resources provided by Headwaters RC&D 
which covers seven different counties in Southwest Mon-
tana. 

 The Simonsens have worked hard over the last five years 
to provide a not only a great place for our aging seniors to 
live but also a place of employment that promotes family 
values and places a premium on having happy residents and 
employees. Over the past five years Home Park has provided 
care for 30 different residents, employed 25 people either 
part time or full time all while supporting our local commu-
nities by purchasing almost exclusively from local business-
es. Home Park has made the commitment to support our 
local economy because the residents who have lived with 
us helped build if from the beginning and it is that sense of 
community that helps make Madison County a great place 
to live.



   

MADISON County
 weather

Mostly cloudy. High 39F. Winds S 
at 10 to 15 mph.

Thursday

Fr iday

Generally sunny despite a few 
afternoon clouds. High 37F. Winds S 

at 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote  of the 
Week:

Michael J.
Fox

Snow showers early. Peeks of 
sunshine later. High 39F. Winds 
SSW at 10 to 15 mph. Chance of 

snow 50%.

Partly cloudy early followed mostly 
cloudy skies and a few snow 

showers later in the day. High 38F. 
Winds SSW at 10 to 15 mph. Chance 

of snow 30%.

Mostly cloudy skies and a few 
snow showers later in the day. High 
38F. Winds SSW at 10 to 15 mph. 

Chance of snow 20%.

“Family 
is not an 

important 
thing. It 's 
everything. 

 Sylann Smith is now 
taking clients in need of 

care at their home

$20-$25/hr
In or out of town • 223-8477

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524
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(406)684-5831

M  untain View
Veterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iew
Veterinary

sponsored by:

meagher
 Hi there, I was brought 
in as a stray. IÕ d been 
there since April but I 
guess they just didnÕ t 
want me anymore. Oh 
well. Now IÕ m looking 
for a forever home 
where I can be the only 
kitty and also always 
indoors.  Have all my 
shots and been neutered.   
Please call Misty at 439-
1405 about me soon.  
IÕ ll love you furever and 
ever!   Thanks, Meagher

Western Wildlife
Taxidermy

Game Heads • Lifesize • Birds
 Russ Forness  406-640-2267  

50 Mylane • PO BOX 1651 • Ennis, MT

Quinn Gilman 
is Alder School’s 

Student of the Week! 
Quinn is very bright, 
friendly, and helpful. 

He comes to school 
every day with a 
smile on his face 
and always has a 

great attitude. He is 
in second grade and 

loves to play ball.  
Recently Quinn was 
elected to the role of 
class president. Keep 

up the great work 
Quinn!  

ALDER

sponsored by:

JO IN 	 US 	 ON	
FAC E B O O K!	

and	 be 	 the 	 f irst 	 to 	 get 	 breaking 	 news.
facebook.com /madisonian

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

HURRY AND PLACE 
YOUR ORDER FOR

Fall Special on Continuous Fence Panels
4 Rail Panel w/ 1.66” x 14 ga x 24 ft 

Tubing for $120.00 ea.
4 Rail Panel w/ 1.25” x 14 ga x 24 ft 

Tubing for $102.00 ea.
Also Available in 5, 6 and 7 Rail 

for YOUR specifi c needs
We are also available to install for YOU!

Please call 406-683-4620 or 
406-925-1009 to place your order

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,

Tile Installers, Masons, Cabinet  Builders.
Full benefit package

EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finishers
Skilled in lacquer and other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

• Home Maintenance, Repairs,     
    tree trimming & removal

• Rooftop and deck snow  
    removal

   “Harmonizing 
                 Nature”with 

Offi ce: 406-646-4844 Nursery: 208-652-7840
swiss@ida.net

www.swissprecision.net

SHERIDAN SCHOOLS 
ADULT EDUCATION 

OPEN GYM – VOLLEYBALL
SUNDAY EVENINGS 

6 – 8 PM

Please bring a pair of clean, 
non-marking athletic shoes to be 

worn in the gym.

GIFT BOWS & TAGS CLASS
INSTRUCTOR: LATESA SCHRANK

DATE: DECEMBER 6, 2016 AT 6:30 PM
LOCATION: SHERIDAN HIGH SCHOOL

 
Learn to make cute gift bows and 
tags for your holiday gifts. You will 
take home 12 tags and 12 bows!!  

There is room for 12 participants in 
this class and the cost 
is $5.00. Please call 
Emily at 842-5302 to 
sign up for this class.

Get Results.
sales@
madisoniannews.com

 Results. Results.

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

We will be CLOSED
november 21 - november 30

in order for our staff to enjoy 
the thanksgiving holiday!

We Will Reopen on 
December 1 for the 

Holiday Season! 
Dinner: Thur-Sat 5pm-9pm
Brunch: Sunday 9am-2pm

It’s not too early to start planning 
your holiday gathering!

Reservations Highly Recommended

Get Results.
sales@
madisoniannews.com

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 



Purchase your Virginia City License Plate, all proceeds go to the 
preservation and enhancement of Virginia City Historic Landmark

Montana Heritage Commission  |  PO Box 338  | Virginia City, MT  59755
www.virginiacitymt.com | 406-843-5247
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The importance of  a successful snowpack
Caitlin Avey

news@madisoniannews.com

Where is the snow?

“Snow is a real definitive variable. 
That makes it a little more difficult 
in understanding water quantity and 
seasonal volume – we’re just now 
starting to understand those trends.”

Lucas Zukiewicz,
Natural Resources and Conservation 

Service's Montana Snow Survey

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
An early autumn snow hits the 

Tobacco Root Mountains.

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
Sheep in the Ruby Valley race through last year's snow. 

news@madisoniannews.com

“Snow is a real definitive variable. 
That makes it a little more difficult 
in understanding water quantity and 
seasonal volume – we’re just now 
starting to understand those trends.”

Lucas Zukiewicz,
Natural Resources and Conservation 

Service's Montana Snow Survey

On Nov. 17, the Madison 
Valley received a dusting of 
snow; the equivalent to a 
brief but somewhat effective 
hailstorm that melted by the 
noon hour. The Ruby Valley 
received nothing. Surrounding 
areas in the state received 
several inches of white powder 
that caused slick roads and 
power outages. But not here. So, 
where is the snow?

“That’s a difficult question,” 
said Lucas Zukiewicz, water 
supply specialist with the 
Natural Resources and 
Conservation Service’s Montana 
Snow Survey. “Over the last 
few years, we’ve seen some 
extremely wet and some 
extremely dry years.”

After a hot and dry August, 
September in Madison County 
had more precipitation than 
normal. Now, as we dip toward 
the end of November, we 
are used to bundling up and 
throwing chains on our tires. 
But that does not seem to be the 
case, yet. Are we in rough shape 
for the 2017 summer season?

Importance of snowpack
Zukiewicz’ main job is to 

forecast water supply.
“We oversee 98 stream gages 

across the state, monitoring 
snowpack and precipitation 
and the number of parameters 
to forecast what we’re going 
to see in the summer,” he 
said. “In terms of what we’re 
talking about, stream flows, 
and specifically snow melt, is 
a dominating driver of river 
and streams and plays a crucial 
role to irrigators in the valley,” 
Zukiewicz said.

Ethan Kunard, water 
programs manager with the 
Madison Conservation District, 
said the Madison Valley is 
slightly below average for snow 
water equivalent, though it is 

early in the season.
“Snow water equivalent 

is one of the more useful 
measurements to look at when 
trying to understand how 
much actual water is present 
on the landscape in the form of 
snow,” Kunard said. “This value 
combines snow depth and snow 
density to measure the amount 
of water in the snow. Ultimately, 
this is what will result in 
available water in the spring and 
summer.”

Dan Doornbos is the 
president of the Ruby 
Water Users Association 
and relies, along with 
100 other water users, 
on the supply from the 
Ruby Reservoir, as well as 
snowpack.

“No snowpack creates 
a problem on maintaining 
flow,” he said. “We can all 
take advantage of the high 
water but we depend on 
the snowpack to sustain 
flows so we can continue 
to irrigate throughout the 
year.”

The Ruby Reservoir, 
thanks to the wet fall 
weather, is in a pretty 
good place and above 
where it was at this time 
last year, according to 
Doornbos.

“We won’t have a problem 
filling the reservoir by the time 
we start contracts in May,” he 
said.

While this is good news 
for irrigators, recreators and 
all those who call this part of 
Southwest Montana home, 
Doornbos said this is not always 
the case.

“I remember when I first 
became president, we had an 
awful water year,” he said. “But 
all our water users have learned 
to cope with it.”

One way users in the valley’ 

have learned to “cope” with a 
water shortage or snowpack 
shortage is by making the 
switch from flood irrigation to 
using pivot sprinklers.

“To put it into perspective, 
we used to use 300 inches 
of water to flood irrigate,” 
Doornbos said. “When we 
converted to a pivot sprinkler 
system in 2009, we started using 
considerably less – 70 inches of 
water.”

While this year looks good, 

Doornbos said  there is always 
the potential of experiencing 
either extreme – too much or 
not enough.

“It’s a juggling act and there 
are two extremes: probably the 
best I’ve seen was when the 
excess water (in the reservoir) 
ran over the spill all the way 
through July 20,” he said. “The 
worst is when we haven’t seen 
the reservoir fill at all and then 
our users have to immediately 
get storage water contracts and 
are reduced. That can have a 
significant impact on their land 
and the hay crop.”

For many like Doornbos 
in both the Ruby and Madison 
valleys, a good snowpack is 
important for more than just 
irrigation.

“We have not had a really 
good snowpack for several years 
for our mountain springs and 
we depend on those springs 
for our livestock,” he said. “I’ve 
had to move cattle out of grass 
pastures because they have good 
grass but there isn’t any water. If 
you don’t have water, you can’t 

have animals.”

Snow and fire?
You may not want to suffer 

through another winter of 
subzero temperatures, icy roads 
and heavy snow falls, but that 
might be what the valley needs 
in order to thrive in the spring 
and summer season.

 “Snow melt is one of the 
most critical components of 
how water works and how snow 
impacts summer streams,” said 
Zukiewicz.

A slow and steady melt is 
most beneficial to the area in all 

aspects: recreation, agriculture 
and public land. 

“That lingering impact goes 
into the soil and transports into 
rivers and flows to keep putting 
water into that system,” said 
Zukiewicz.

One fan of a good snowpack 
year is Michael Goicoechea, fire 
staff officer on the Beaverhead-
Deerlodge National Forest.

“Snowpack is one of the 
big, key factors, however there 
are many, we look at that 

can make or break a fire 
season,” Goicoechea said. 
“If it’s a really fast melt of 
or gets really warm in the 
spring, the benefits of that 
snowpack are short lived.”

Goicoechea has been 
with the Forest Service 
since 1995 and been the 
fire staff officer since 
2012. As a fire staff officer, 
Goiceoechea’s job is to 
prepare crews for a slow 
or busy season, based off 
of forecast like Zukiewics 
puts out.

“We’re designed to get 
people ready for a slow 
or busy season and every 
summer, if we’re having 
a slow season, we’ll send 
people somewhere it’s 
busy,” he said. “In order to 

do that, we start watching all 
indicators: how many folks can 
we let go to help, how many 
will we need and what are the 
conditions.”

The more moisture and 
precipitation, the better. 

However, when the moisture 
is not there, or does not 
appear to be on the horizon, 
Goicoechea and his team have 
prevention methods in place to 
help aide in a poor, or less than 
favorable, winter snowpack year.

“We do prescribed burning 
in the fall or spring if conditions 
are favorable, we have our One 

Less Spark prevention program 
to help education and we work 
across agency boundaries,” he 
said.

Fire ecology and resources 
Because fire is necessary 

to the earth in terms of a 
healthy forest ecosystem and 
providing new growth, without 
a successful snowpack or water 
resource, the ability to allow a 
fire to burn may be limited. 

“It’s easiest to look at it by 
saying we never just let a fire 
burn,” said Goicoecha. “We still 
make intense observations and 
develop a plan based off of all 
the factors we look at, one of 
those being the weather.”

If conditions are favorable 
in terms of weather, fire fighters 
and officers can decide to let 
a fire burn under a watchful 
eye. By doing so, they are 
allowing fire to aide in recycling 
nutrients, opening the forest 
floor for new growth and more.

According to Goicoecha, 
another big, key factor is the 
available resources.

“We only have so many fire 
fighting resources available,” he 
said. “We can’t expend every 
resource so we have to decide 
where to put those resources 
and life and property are always 
first.”

Understanding snow
The seasonal cycles all 

play a certain role in the 
production of life and harvest 
in Madison County, but one 
thing is for certain, snow is 
important. Snow is also hard to 
understand.

“Snow is a real definitive 
variable,” said Zukiewicz. “That 
makes it a little more difficult in 
understanding water quantity 
and seasonal volume – we’re 
just now starting to understand 
those trends.”



health & Wellness

We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-577-2380

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: Thursday by appointment

Bozeman: Monday through Friday 
9am to 6:30pm

MAC’S CHC PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison ST. Sheridan, MT
Monday-Friday 9 AM – 5:30 PM

We are a 5-STAR* Pharmacy ready to help you 
manage your medications for better health.

*STAR measures are the medications use measures
in the 2016 CMS STAR Ratings Program for

Medicare Advantage Plans that include drug benefi ts
5 STAR ratings on 3 out of 4 measures
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Submitted by Jon Ebelt
Montana Department of Public 

Health and Human Services
 

The Montana Lifes-
pan Respite Coalition and 
the Department of Public 
Health and Human Services 
is encouraging Montanans 
this November to celebrate 
National Family Caregiver 
Month.   

The theme this year is 
Take Care to Give Care.

Governor Steve Bullock 
recognizes the vital service 

caregivers provide in Mon-
tana. In fact, Bullock has 
increased funding in his re-
cently announced proposed 
budget to further support 
respite care in Montana. “I 
admire the thousands of 
Montanans who find them-
selves in the caregiver role,” 
Bullock said. “They are truly 
remarkable and it’s so im-
portant that we take time to 
recognize their efforts.”  

Respite is a short break 
for primary caregivers of 
people with all types of 

disabilities, chronic illness, 
physical mobility issues and 
developmental disabilities. 
Caregiving is a rewarding 
experience, but it is also 
physically and emotionally 
demanding.  

According to AARP 
Valuing the Invaluable: 2015 
Update, Montana has nearly 
118,000 family caregivers 
providing 110 million hours 
of unpaid care. If the work 
of these caregivers were to 
be paid at $12.97 per hour 
the total economic value of 
their caregiving would be 
valued at about $1.4 billion 
annually. 

Caregivers provide a 
variety of services includ-
ing everyday tasks such as 
cooking, feeding, bathing, 
transferring from a chair to 
a bed and transportation to 
doctor appointments.  

Additionally, they help 
with administration of com-
plex medications and other 
health related interventions. 
Many family caregivers find 
their role as a caregiver 
provides spiritual, emotional 
and even physical benefits. 
The responsibilities and 
challenges can cause stress 
on the family caregiver, 
resulting in physical and 

emotional health risks.  
“The coalition has been 

working to educate care-
givers of all ages about 
the importance of taking a 
break from their caregiving 
responsibilities,” said Kerrie 
Reidelbach of the DPHHS 
Lifespan Respite Program. 

In July 2015, the coalition 
launched a respite voucher 
program to help family 
caregivers get the break they 
need. Funds are available on 
a sliding fee scale to make 
respite care affordable for all 
Montana caregivers.  

The coalition, in part-
nership with the Aging and 

Disability Resource Centers, 
and DPHHS has created a 
searchable website to assist 
in finding available local and 
statewide resources through-
out Montana. This website 
focuses on resources related 
to Montana seniors, adults 
with disabilities and respite 
services for all ages. 

“Our long-term care 
system is very dependent 
on these family caregivers, 
many of whom are juggling 
work and caregiving,” Rei-
delbach explained. 

For more information 
about the coalition go to 
www.respite.mt.gov.  

November is National Family Caregiver Month
Montana Lifespan Respite Coalition celebrates family caregiver month 

48.7 million Americans to 
travel this Thanksgiving
1 million more travels than last year will take 

to the highways, skies and seas for the holiday
Submitted by Anna O’Donnell

AAA MountainWest
 

AAA projects that 48.7 million 
Americans will journey 50 miles or 
more from home this Thanksgiving, an 
increase of one million travelers com-
pared with last year. This represents 
a 1.9 percent increase over 2015, and 
the most Thanksgiving travelers since 
2007. The Thanksgiving holiday travel 
period is defined as Wednesday, Nov. 
23, to Sunday, Nov. 27. 

This year’s increase in Thanksgiv-
ing travel is spurred by improvements 
in the economy during the second half 
of the year, including rising wages, in-
creased consumer spending and overall 
strength in consumer confidence. And 
despite recent incremental increases in 
the national average price of gasoline, 
AAA estimates United States drivers 
have saved more than $28 billion so far 
at the pumps this year compared to the 
same period last year. 

“One million more Americans than 
last year will carve out time to visit 
with friends and family this Thanks-
giving,” AAA MountainWest spokes-
person Anna O’Donnell said. “Most 
will travel on the tried and true holi-
day road trip, thanks to gas prices in 
Montana averaging close to $2.33 for 
regular. Others will fly, take the bus 
or set off on a cruise to celebrate with 
their loved ones.” 

Driving remains most popular mode 
of travel for Thanksgiving 

The vast majority – more than 89 
percent – of holiday travelers will drive 
this Thanksgiving. The 43.5 million 

Americans planning a Thanksgiving 
road trip represents an increase of 1.9 
percent over last year. Air travel is 
expected to increase 1.6 percent, with 
3.69 million Americans flying to their 
holiday destinations. Travel by other 
modes of transportation, including 
cruises, trains and buses, will increase 
only slightly this Thanksgiving, to 1.44 
million travelers. 

Thanksgiving gas prices second-
cheapest in nearly a decade 

Today’s national average price for 

a gallon of gasoline is $2.20 more/less 
than the average price on Thanksgiving 
last year ($2.05). Most U.S. drivers will 
pay the second-cheapest Thanksgiving 
gas prices since 2008, when the nation-
al average was $1.85. 

Thanksgiving airfares, hotel rates and 
car rental prices mixed 

According to AAA’s Leisure Travel 
Index, airfares are projected to increase 
21 percent this Thanksgiving, landing 
at an average of $205 for a roundtrip 
flight for the top 40 domestic routes.

Get 
Results.

advertise in 
The Madisonian 

406-682-7755

Medspa at fl awless skincare

fl awless skincare
fl awless-skincare.com       (406) 581-1304

Flawless will be open 
Friday 25th and Saturday 26th

For appointments and holiday gift 
specials, services and 
special product off ers! 

Thanksgiving is a time 
to refl ect on simple joys 
and celebrate blessings 

that matter most.
Wishing you a beautiful 

and healthy holiday!

FlawlessRejuve3.indd   1 11/21/16   8:23 AM



Commodity Insite! 
Double Whammy

by Jerry Welch

columns

This week, many of us will 
have the traditional turkey 
dinner on our tables as we 
celebrate Thanksgiving. The 
turkey we typically feast upon 
is not the ones we see in our 
fields, forests and where I live 
in Sheridan – all over town! The 
birds on our table are typically 
farm raised domestic varieties, 
and the wild turkey we see here 
in Montana are Merriam’s Wild 
Turkey, one of five subspecies of 
wild turkey in North America.

The five subspecies are all 
native to North America, but 
live in different habitat areas 
and have slight differences: 
the eastern wild turkey (M. 
g. silvestris, meaning "forest 
turkey") resides in roughly the 
eastern half of the United States 
and is the most abundant of 
the subspecies; the Florida wild 
turkey (M. g. Osceola, named 
for Seminole chief, Osceola), 
resides in the southern half 
of Florida; the Rio Grande 
wild turkey (M. g. intermedia) 

resides in the south-central 
plains states and northeastern 
Mexico; the Gould’s wild turkey 
(M. g. Mexicana) is found in 
northwestern Mexico and parts 
of southern Arizona and New 
Mexico; and lastly the subspe-
cies we find here, the Merriam’s 
wild turkey (M. g. merriami), 
named in honor of C. Hart 
Merriam, first chief of the U.S. 
Biological Survey.

Merriam’s wild turkey are 
native to the pine forests of the 
Rocky Mountains of Colorado, 
Arizona and New Mexico, and 
have been introduced to Mon-
tana, Nebraska, Washington, 
Oregon and California. Since 
their introduction, their range 
now includes portions of Idaho, 
Wyoming and South Dakota. 
The adult males, known as a 
tom or gobbler, weigh an aver-
age of 18-24 pounds, but have 
been recorded as large as 28 
pounds! (Try to fit that big guy 
in the oven!) The Merriam’s 
wild turkey is characterized by 

near white tipped tail coverts, 
and white tail feather tips, as 
well as white tipped breast 
feathers. The body feathers are 
iridescent purple, bronze and 
blue. Female turkey are known 
as hens, and weigh an average 
of 8 – 14 pounds.

The Merriam’s wild turkey 
have a wide variety of foods 
in their diet, including choke-
cherries, bear berries, pine 
nuts and grains. I’ve had local 
ranchers report of opportunist 
turkey eating corn and other 
grains with their cattle! They 
also enjoy eating insects such 
as grasshoppers, spiders and 
beetles. The Merriam’s lay their 
eggs from late March to early 
April, and typically lay a clutch 
of 10 – 12 eggs. This process 
can take up to two weeks, as 
they often only lay one egg a 
day. The incubation period is 
26 – 28 days, and the hen will 
move the eggs periodically 
throughout the day. The eggs 
usually hatch within a 24 hour 
period of one another. The hen 
and her newly hatched poults 
(baby turkeys) will leave the 
nest within 24 hours of being 
hatched in search of food.

The wild turkey is a native 
bird to the North American 
continent, and was the larg-
est ground-nesting bird that 
was first found by European 
immigrants. Their numbers 
were abundant, and were 
written about in early his-
torical accounts of the colo-
nial settlements. But as the 
European settlers expanded 
through the forests and plains, 
they cut down the forests for 

building needs, cooking fires 
and warmth and eventually 
expanding the landscape for 
agriculture. This eliminated 
much of the primary turkey 
habitat while the settlers were 
simultaneously hunting the 
turkey year round, as they were 
an important source of food 
for the pioneers. There were 
reportedly 4 million colonists 
by 1790, and by 1813 Connecti-
cut had completely lost its wild 
turkey population, Vermont in 
1842 and then other states fol-
lowed. By 1920, the wild turkey 
had vanished from 18 of the 
original 39 states.   

In the late 1930s, conserva-
tion practices began to im-
prove, and previously clear cut 
forested areas began to recover, 
returning suitable habitat. Laws 
to protect wildlife began to be 
enacted and the nation began 
recovering from the depression. 
After World War II, serious 
efforts began to help restore the 
wild turkey populations with 
trapping and relocating birds, 
then to planting pen-raised 
birds. Neither were hugely suc-
cessful, but as habitat and game 
management advanced, so did 
the recovery of wild turkey. By 
1990, wild turkey numbered 
about 3.5 million birds across 
North America, and today there 
are around 7 million.  

Wild turkey had dwindled 
to be found only in inacces-
sible areas in isolated pockets 
of population, but now occupy 
more square miles of habitat 
than any other game bird in 

Wild turkey
By Rebecca Ramsey, Ruby Watershed Coordinator
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The Headless Horseman of Warm Springs Creek: Part III
By Charlie Rossiter

This, Our Valley:
By Reverend Keith Axberg

Keep it real
How grateful I am … for I 

have learned how to get along 
happily whether I have much or 
little. - Philippians 4

Good grief !

The day after Halloween 
my email inbox became 
flooded with alerts that 
Christmas is coming and, 
what’s more, Black Friday 
deals would start sooner than 
ever!

Yippee (said I to myself 
with the enthusiasm of a 
goldfish on bennies). Ugh!

It’s not that I don’t like to 
save money, but I have learned 
that one saves a lot more 
money when one doesn’t buy 
anything at all; no advertised 
special can beat that.

Don’t get me wrong; I’m 
all in favor of businesses 
flourishing, for the beeps 
and jingles of cash registers 
improve the likelihood 
businesses will be hiring 
people. That’s a good thing – a 
very good thing, indeed – yet 
it bothers me that the very 
survival of so many merchants 
comes down to this “make it 
or break it” time of year.  

Ironically, it’s not good 
for business when people 
are “satisfied.” It’s a general 
sense of dissatisfaction that 
motivates us to seek more, 
bigger, better, faster goodies. 
That is one of the factors that 
gets people into the stores to 
pick up the latest and greatest 
whiz-bangs that roll off the 
factory floors.

Before we start to make 
our way through the looking 
glass and on down the deep, 
dark rabbit hole known as 
Christmas, I would like to 
suggest we pause for a moment 
and consider our options more 
carefully.

First, we ought to recognize 
that not all is right with the 
world. Many people are in 
trouble, sorrow, sickness 
and facing a wide variety of 
adversities; so let’s at least 
acknowledge that the jingle 
jangle of seasonal cheer may 
be more nerve-wracking than 
blessing for many; so let’s keep 
it real. 

What I mean by “keeping 
it real” is simply being aware 
that this season will mean 
different things to many of 
the people we meet, so we 
may want to devote more 
time to listening well than to 
well-intended (but possibly 
inappropriate) well-wishing. 

When greeting folks on the 
streets, at the malls, or in their 
homes, be attentive to what 
they say and how they say it. 
People will often “mirror” the 
attitude of those they’re with 
initially, but then slip back 
into their actual mood. So 
pay attention; listen with an 
empathetic ear.

The second thing I 
mean by “keeping it real” is 
recognizing that spending 
money is not proof of love. We 
are often tempted to keep up 
appearances by matching our 
spending patterns with the rest 
of the world, but money and 
love are NOT the same thing. 
We know it, but we sure don’t 
act like it at times.

When I see commercials 
with bow-topped luxury 
automobiles, or diamond 
rings large enough to derail 
a freight train, there is a side 
of me that believes (for just 
a moment) that if I REALLY 
loved my wife, she would find 
one or both of those in the 
driveway (or under the tree) 
on Christmas morning, but I 
don’t think she would approve 
the debt load that would put 
us under.

Keeping things real means 
shifting one’s focus from ways 
to spend money to finding 
ways to exhibit love that are 
genuine, heartfelt and timely. 

If we struggle to figure out 
what to give someone this 
year, maybe we are asking the 
wrong question. We don’t need 
window shopping, internet 
browsing or advertisements 
to inspire us. We need to take 
in a breath of fresh air and 
ask one question: What can I 
give of myself to this person 
(or these people) that will 
persuade them that THEY 
matter?

Can you provide kind 
words as needed – year round? 
Can you visit or call them 
from time to time – year 
round? Can you have them 
over for a meal, fellowship and 
pleasant fun from time to time 
– year round?

If that sounds like too 
much work, that’s sad, for love 
is work – the only work truly 
worth giving.

Love isn’t defined by or 
limited to a day or a season; it 
is a changed life which reflects 
God’s inner-presence year 
round. We are the presents 
God has provided to put 
around trees and tables this 
year; and that’s how we can 
keep it real in this, our valley.

If you remember, we left 
off last week with a mysterious 
decapitation!

The people of Sheridan 
were not convinced the natural 
causes conclusion was what 
truly occurred and it led to 
many hypotheses about the 
particulars of Lyttle’s death. 
Some speculated it had been 
a contract killing from his 
dark past but the most popu-
lar assumption was that Lyttle 
had been gunned down by his 
nemesis Morgan. Everyone 
seemed to have an opinion, but 
one local man was out to prove 
it was murder. 

In the local Forest Service 
office in Sheridan worked a 
young forester who fancied 
himself as a pretty hot ama-
teur sleuth and took his fancy 
very seriously. He’d heard all 
the scuttlebutt around town 
and had speculated on his own 
theory of Lyttle’s death. As word 
of Lyttle’s death came through, 
young X, we’ll call him, got his 
superior’s unspoken consent 
to take care of something or 
other in the vicinity of Morgan 
Gulch. Now, the running Lytle/
Morgan feud was apparently 
general knowledge. X must 
also have known of their latest 

encounter, and felt this might 
be the clincher necessary for 
him to come riding in with the 
guilty party in tow and a signed 
confession.

X was not notoriously 
discreet – but on this day, as he 
rode into Morgan’s camp, he 
had his psychological technique 
well in hand; a gentle approach, 
leading the suspect into the 
trap and then zing! Springing 
it on him. After he arrived at 
Morgan’s cabin, he visited in 
the pleasantest of manner for 
several minutes and then casu-
ally brought up the matter of 
Lyttle death. Nonchalantly he 
said, “By the way, did you hear 
about Lyttle being killed?” This 
was his opening salvo, his voice 
still in a friendly tone. “Good! 
Good! Best news I’ve heard for 
a long time,” replied Morgan. 
“But,” pursued X, “his body was 
found near the porch; whereas, 
his head was on the other side 
of the fence on the hill side. 
Now, how do you explain that?”  
X virtually shouted the last – the 
trap was baited and now ready 
to be sprung. Morgan replied, 
“Easy. The ornery SOB probably 
took his own head off and threw 
it up there!” Obviously, Mr. X 
rode out with an empty trap.

After hearing stories around 

town all day of the unusual case, 
and their imaginations running 
rampant, a group of area school 
boys decided to have a look at 
the deceased. They dared each 
other to view Lyttle’s grotesque 
body in the funeral home 
and quickly found themselves 
standing at the front door of 
the Olson’s establishment. They 
entered the dimly lit room and 
saw the sealed coffin with the 
cardboard box sitting precari-
ously on top of it. The boys were 
shaking from head to toe, and 
their eyes wide open from ap-
prehension as they walked over 
to the casket and surrounded 
it. One of the lads reached up 
and delicately touched the box 
containing the head, which 
shifted its weight and fell off the 
casket, crashing to the floor be-
low. After hitting the floor, the 
skull rolled out of the box and 
the horrified boys took flight, 
on a dead run out of the funeral 
home. The terrified youngsters 
were yelping and scream-
ing as they dashed for home 
and countless nights of sleep 
deprivation due to macabre 
nightmares. Early the following 
morning, Ole began receiving 
phone calls from irate parents of 
the inquisitive youths involved 
in the previous night’s escapade. 

They were wondering what kind 
of shop of horrors he was run-
ning that had scared their dear 
little progenies so badly. He 
quickly got to his parlor where 
he found the head on the floor. 
It was a non-stop procession 
to view the grisly remains for 
the remainder of the day. Ole 
decided that it would be in ev-
eryone’s best interest (especially 
his) to bury the body early the 
next morning in an unmarked 
grave to prevent trophy hunters 
from disturbing the remains.

Marion D. Lyttle was given a 
short, small service at the Olson 
Undertaking Parlor in Sheri-
dan, performed by Rev. Cun-
ningham. His internment was 
at the Sheridan Cemetery and 
had only one relative present, 
J. Scott Harrison, from Helena. 
He had arrived the previous day 
and made all the arrangements. 
His grave was never identi-
fied as the authorities thought 
best. All of his possessions were 
removed from his cabin and 
taken to Helen with J. Harrison 
and the horses were disposed of 
by Bill Marshall, who the court 
had appointed as executor of 
the estate. 

The case was never reopened 
and went down as a very ques-
tionable conclusion. 

The two days leading up to the presi-
dential election and the four days after 
were among the most volatile in history for 
stocks, bonds, currencies and commodities: 
the Big Four. The two days before the elec-
tion were mostly bullish but the following 
four days quite bearish except for the stock 
market and the United States dollar. And in 
my column from last week I highlighted how 
gold, bonds and soybean prices simply col-
lapsed election night inflicting huge losses 
on the bulls as the votes were being tallied 
and thereafter. 

The one market I did not highlight last 
week, however, was silver futures. I will do 
that now. The Friday, after the Tuesday elec-
tion and early in the morning, silver futures 
rose to a high of $18.85 an ounce but in 
late afternoon trading, values fell $17.18 an 
ounce. Those bullish and bought the high 
and held on as it collapsed lost as much as 
$8,350 per contract at one time. They were 
losing $1,341 per hour. Or $231 per minute. 

Keep in mind there was no bearish news 
out that day that shoved silver prices deep 
in the red. The only news was the presiden-
tial election and the volatility it spawned 
with silver, gold, soybeans, bonds and a 
host of other markets. And those that may 

have bought silver that day and carried the 
position into the new week lost even more 
money. The following Monday, silver futures 
dropped to $16.63 an ounce, leading to an-
other $2,750 loss per futures contract. Add 
the Friday, loss of $8,350 to the Monday loss 
of $2,750 and in the short space of two trad-
ing sessions, silver futures lost more than 
$11,000 per contract.

This week, a semblance of stability settled 
in and the volatility was reduced from what 
it has been since election day. But this week 
the U.S. dollar suddenly jumped to a new, 
14 year high, promoting more uncertainty 
and setting the stage for additional volatil-
ity.     

In the column I wrote for this newspaper 
dated Dec. 31, 2015, entitled, Outlook for 
2016, I stated: “Not only was 2015 a bummer 
for commodities and a huge disappointment 
for stocks, bonds and cash, but the volatility 
increased dramatically in the final month of 
the year which simply sets the stage for more 
of the same in the New Year. Stocks, shares, 
equities and the Dow for example, endured 
the most volatile and capricious December 
since 2008.”

In other words, 2015 ended with a great 
deal of volatility and the same scenario is 

rearing its ugly head here in late 2016. But 
the wild card moving forward which may 
spark an even more intense bout of violent 
price swings rests with the U.S. dollar. Here 
is what I also wrote in part two of Outlook 
for 2016: “The New year will be known as 
the, ‘Year of the Dollar.’ In 2015, the dollar 
rose 9 percent and is off to a good start in 
2016. The Fed hiking rates will provide the 
‘ol greenback with a stiff tail wind for all 
of 2016 and likely beyond. When President 
Reagan was in office in the ‘80s, the dollar 
rallied to 128.00 and in the 2000s, when Mr. 
Clinton was president, the dollar rallied to 
112.00. This week, the dollar kissed a one 
month high of 99.73. My work suggests the 
dollar will peak a bit above where it was 
when Mr. Reagan was in office before the 
rally ends.”

With the exceptionally violent market 
swings seen since the presidential election 
the one market grinding higher and higher 
with little notice and fanfare is, believe it or 
not, the dollar, the ‘ol greenback. This week, 
it hit a high of 101.54, the best it has been 
since late 2002, 14 years ago.    

I stated clearly in my column, Outlook 
for 2016, that is year would be known as the 
Year of the Dollar. I also stated clearly what 

tends to happen to commodities per se when 
the dollar becomes king. Hard assets, com-
modities if you will, tend to work lower to 
sharply lower. Rallies when they unfold are 
feeble and short lasting That is an absolute 
fact based on the history of the dollar and 
its relationship to hard assets.

Unfortunately, U.S. ag-producers are 
facing a double whammy. Not only has the 
‘ol greenback rallied to a new, 14 year high 
but at the same time, the Chinese currency, 
the Yuan, has fallen to an eight year low. For 
nearly a decade, the saying, “as China goes 
so goes U.S. ag-prices,” has been as right as 
rain. China has been the main buyer of U.S. 
soybeans and in recent years, a major buyer 
of U.S. pork. But the landscape has changed 
dramatically this year with the dollar being 
so strong, the Yuan so weak and Chinese 
purchasing power sharply curtailed. 

There is a great deal of uncertainty every-
where when it comes to markets of all kinds. 
But the double whammy of a strong dollar 
and a weak Yuan is not uncertain at all. It 
is a bearish scenario for U.S. agriculture. 
And hopefully I am wrong about that and 
it would not be the first time I was wrong. 
But only time will tell as the New Year draws 
near.
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Joe Veland   

406.682.3999 
Service Work

New Construction
Remodels

PO Box 987   
Ennis, Mt   59729

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740
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Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas
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“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY



MARKETPLACE
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Place Your Classified
682-7755
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HELP WANTED

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE APART-
MENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 
month plus security deposit, 

utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE APART-
MENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

The Madison Valley Manor is 
hiring full time and part time    
Certified Nursing Assistants.  

This is a great opportunity to work 
in a personal healthcare setting.

   · Excellent pay
   · Government retirement.

   · Benefits including life and 
health insurance. 

   · Relocation bonus. 
   · Tuition reimbursement. 
   · Free training and C.N.A. 

certification available.
If you are interested in a rewarding 

career in healthcare, Madison 
Valley Manor is the place.  
Please contact Christine 

Canterbury, DON at 682-7271 for 
more information.  EOE

 

For RENT

estate sales

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 
Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 
682-7442
18-tfc-b

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. Ennis. 
682-7844
30-tfc-b

SERVICES

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Fall is ideal removing 
and pruning time!

For lease

Lease opportunity. Outlaw's Cafe 
in Virginia City. Call 843-5322
42-tfc-b

Cardwell Store is NOW 
HIRING, Part-Time - 

Dependable, team oriented, 
outgoing, cashiers, with 

exceptional customer service 
skills.  Must be willing to work 

weekends.  Starting wage 
$10.00 per hour DOE.  Stop in 

for application or 
call 406-287-5092.

45-tfc-b

Part time kitchen help wanted. 
Please call 406-682-4555.
44-tfc-b

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING COULD MAKE THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING OPEN FOR BUSINESS...

AND DOING BUSINESS
More	 than	 6,500	 people	 are	 waiting	 to	 read	 about	 your	 business!
We reach more area residents and visitors than any other local media. Contact us today to find out how our 
print	 and	 online	 advertising	 solutions	 can	 help	 your	 business	 thrive!
Contact	 Rachel!	 sales@madisoniannews.com

3bd/1bth mobile home for rent 
in Sheridan. Close to stores. New 
carpet, fresh paint. W/D hook 
up. No pets. $500/month. Water 
included, utilities not. Call 503-
314-3902 or 406-560-3558.
3-4-b

madison valley morning

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
The Madison Valley.

Help wanted. Cook. Apply in 
person at The Longbranch.
3-2-b

Madison Valley Medical Center 
is currently seeking a Full-Time 
Business Office Collection Spe-
cialist.
The Collection Specialist is re-
sponsible for medical collections, 
appeals & denials and claims 
management.
They must demonstrate strong 
interpersonal and persuasive 
abilities in order to secure ac-
curate and timely payment from 
third party payers and patients.
Responsible for follow up on all 
accounts from billing through 
final resolution.  To download 
an application and for detailed 
information visit www.mvmed-
center.org/careers<http://www.
mvmedcenter.org/careers
3-tfc-b

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifi cations apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

NOVEMBER FUN!
‘BLACK FRIDAY’
FLEA MARKET &

BARTERING BAZAAR!
 THIS FRIDAY, NOV 25th
9am-4pm in the Whitehall,

MT Community Center
 Antiques, Collectibles,

Gifts, Furnishings,
Saddles, Horse Tack,

Western Collectibles &
More! $5 or 2 for $7.50 

HAGEDORNAUCTION.COM
(406)595-3377

5-1-b

flea market

For Sale:
Guitars, guitars, guitars.  Best 

prices around, now thru Christ-
mas.  Also violin, mandolin, 

uke, and accessories.  Call Jim @ 
Mountain View TV, 682-7858

5-5-b

for sale

Pioneer Trails and Trials, his-
tory of Madison County; 1029 
pages of family and community 
histories, photos. $450.00;contact 
rarmf@centurylink.net
5-tfc-b
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATE OF:    
JAMES F. GEARDE,   
Deceased.
No.  DP-29-2016-26
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the under-
signed has been appointed Personal Rep-
resentative of the above-named estate. All 
persons having claims against the decedent 
are required to present their claims within four 
months after the date of the first publication 
of this notice or said claims will be forever 
barred. 
Claims must either be mailed to Mary E. 
Gearde, the Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, in care of Gray Law Office, 
PO Box 1065, Bozeman, Montana, 59771, or 
filed with the Clerk of the above Court.
Dated this 10th day of November, 2016.
/s/ Mary E. Gearde
Mary E. Gearde
Personal Representative
c/o Gray Law Office
PO Box 1065
Bozeman, Montana 59771
(Published Nov. 10, 17, 24, 2016) cg
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Virginia City Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing for the purpose of obtaining public 
comments regarding the draft Preliminary En-
gineering Report (PER) for the Town’s water 
and wastewater system, and the assessment 
of the potential environmental impacts of the 
proposed improvements.  The Public Hearing 
will be held at 5:30 p.m. local time on Decem-
ber 1, 2016, at the Rehearsal Hall at 316 W. 
Idaho Street.
In 2015, the Town received funding from the 
Montana Department of Commerce Treasure 
State Endowment Program (TSEP) and Mon-
tana Department of Natural Resource and 
Conservation Renewal Resource Grant and 
Loan Program (RRGL) to complete the PER 
for the systems. At the hearing, the project 
will be explained, including the purpose, pro-
posed area of the project, activities, budget, 
possible sources of funding, and any costs 
that may result for local citizens because of 
the project.  Everyone will be given the oppor-
tunity to express their opinion regarding the 
draft PER and its effect on the environment. 
Comments may be given orally at the hear-
ing or submitted in writing before 5:00 p.m. 
on December 1, 2016.  Written comments and 
request for further information should be sent 
to Mayor Scott Peterson at PO Box 512, Vir-
ginia City, MT 59755.  A copy of the draft PER 
and Environmental Assessment are available 
at the Virginia City Town office at 316 E Wal-
lace Street in Virginia City.
(Published Nov. 17, 24, 2016) tovc
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
A.M. Welles, Inc., will file on or about Novem-

ber 17, 2016 a notification of intent to trans-
fer location of an air quality permit with the 
Permiting and Compliance Division/Air and 
Waste Management Bureau of the Montana 
Department of Environmental Equality. Appli-
cant seeks approval of its transfer of location 
of Gravel Crusher Air Quality Permit # 2921 
to Section 16, TSS, R1W, 3 miles north of En-
nis on east side of 287. The division must ap-
prove or disapprove the permit transfer within 
30 days of receipt of a complete notice intent. 
Any member of thepublic with questions or 
who wishes to review a copy of the permit and 
the division’s analysis of it, or to submit com-
ments on the change of location must contact 
the division oat 1520 East Sixth Ave., PO 
Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 phone 
(406) 444-3490. 
Any comments on the location transfer must 
be submitted to the division within 15 days 
after the date of this publication.
(Pub. Nov 24, 2016) amw
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER
DEED OF TRUST
Deed of Trust:  Dated January 23, 2006
Grantors: 
Melvyn L. Sprout
4327 US Hwy. 287 N.
Ennis, MT 59729
Melvyn L. Sprout
PO Box 1031
Ennis, MT 59729
Melvyn L. Sprout
639 Mirza Way
Ennis, MT 59729
Melvyn L. Sprout
c/o Madison Valley Manor
211 Main Street
Ennis, MT 59729
Melvyn L. Sprout
c/o Lorraine Van Ausdol, Guardian
300 N. Willson Ave., Suite 3004
Bozeman, MT 59715
Melvyn L. Sprout
c/o Peter J. Fischer
Fischer Law Office, PC
PO Box 161811
Bozeman, MT 59716
Original Trustee: 
First Boulder Valley Bank
PO Box 207
Boulder, MT 59632
Original Beneficiary: 
First Madison Valley Bank
PO Box 307
Ennis, MT 59829
Successor Trustee:
Jenny M. Jourdonnais
HANSBERRY & JOURDONNAIS, PLLP
3111 Grant Street, Suite B
Missoula MT 59801
Date & Place of
Recordation: 
Original recorded 01/27/2006 under Docu-
ment No. 111461, in Book 552 at Page 8, 
records of the Clerk & Recorder of Madison 
County, Virginia City, Montana.
The undersigned hereby gives notice that on 
the 14th day of February, 2017, at the hour 
of 10:00 a.m. at the front steps of the Madi-
son County Courthouse, 110 West Wallace, 
Virginia City, Montana, JENNY M. JOUR-
DONNAIS, as Successor Trustee under the 
above-described instrument, in order to sat-
isfy the obligation set forth below, has elected 
to and will sell at public auction to the highest 
bidder, for cash, lawful money of the United 
States of America, payable at the time of sale 
to the Successor Trustee, the interest of the 
above-named Trustee, Successor Trustee 
and Grantor, and all of its successors and as-
signs, without warranty or covenant, express 
or implied, as to title or possession, in the fol-
lowing described real property:
Lot 6, Block 3 of the Mirza-Norby Addition to 
the town of Ennis according to the official plat 
thereof on file and of record in the office of the 
Madison County Clerk and Recorder in Book 
2 of Town Plat, Page 62.
The defaults for which this foreclosure is 
made are the failure of the above-named 
Grantor, and all of their successors and as-
signs, to pay when due the monthly payments 
provided for in the Promissory Note in the 
amount of Four Hundred Fifty and No/100 
Dollars ($450.00) for the months of April, 
2016 through October, 2016; together with 
interest which continues to accrue at the rate 
of seven and 25/100 percent (7.25%) per an-
num; together with past due interest in the 
amount of One Thousand Seven Hundred 
Ninety-Four and 12/100 Dollars ($1,794.12).
The sum owing on the obligation secured by 
the Deed of Trust is the principal balance of 

Forty-nine Thousand Two Hundred Twenty-
three and 92/100 Dollars ($49,223.92), plus 
interest thereon at the rate of 7.25% from and 
after the 1st day of April, 2016 to September 
15, 2016, in the amount of  One Thousand 
Seven Hundred Ninety-Four and 12/100 Dol-
lars ($1,794.12), plus per diem interest there-
after at the rate of Nine and 75/100 Dollars 
($9.75), plus all costs, expenses, attorney’s 
and trustee’s fees as provided by law.
DATED this 5th day of October, 2016.
/s/ Jenny M. Jourdonnais, Successor Trustee
Hansberry & Jourdonnais, PLLP

3111 Grant Street, Ste. B
Missoula MT 59801
STATE OF MONTANA
:ss
County of Missoula
This instrument was acknowledged before 
me on the 5th day of October, 2016, by Jenny 
M. Jourdonnais, Successor Trustee.
/s/ Susan Marshall
Notary Public for the State of Montana
Commission Expires: March 17, 2019
(Pub. Nov 24, Dec 1, 8 2016) hj
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICES

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

for the week of november 24, 2016

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAXES DUE
1st half 2016 property taxes are due and payable before 
5:00 p.m. on November 30, 2016 as well as 2nd half 
2016 mobile home taxes.  Unless paid prior to that time 
the amount then due will be delinquent and will draw 
interest at the rate of 5/6 of 1% per month from and after 
such delinquency until paid and 2% will be added to the 
delinquent taxes as penalty. If date on which taxes are 
due falls on a Holiday or a Saturday, taxes may be paid 
without penalty and interest on or before 5:00 p.m. of the 
next business day in accordance with 1-1-307.  If you have 
a delinquency, the current taxes (2016) have to be paid in 
full before your delinquency can be paid. 
Payment of taxes may be made at the Madison County 
Administration Building in Virginia City, MT, between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., except on legal holidays 
or at any time before the due date.  Taxes may be mailed 
to Madison County Treasurer, P.O. Box 247, Virginia City 
MT, 59755, postmarked no later than November 30, 2016. 
PLEASE NOTE: IF TAXES ARE PAID AFTER THIS DATE, 
PENALTIES AND INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED AND 
YOUR CHECK WILL BE SENT BACK TO COLLECT 
THEM.  PLEASE CALL FOR THE CORRECT AMOUNT 
OWED AFTER THE DUE DATE! WE NOW HAVE A 
NIGHT DROP AT THE FRONT ENTRANCE OF THE 
ADMIN BUILDING WHICH CAN BE ACCESSED UNTIL 
5:00 PM. NOVEMBER 30, 2016 FOR PROPERTY TAX 
PAYMENTS.
Telephone inquiries may be made to 406-843-4212 or e-mail 
sburke@madison.mt.gov
Web site: www.madisoncountymt.gov
To pay by Credit Card call 1-800-272-9829 Jurisdiction Code 
3614 with a 2.55% charge or use officialpayments.com, 
e-check is also available for $1.95 charge. Night drop located 
at the front entrance of the Administration Building 

Interior/Exterior • Painting/Staining
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Prefinishing of Mill Work

Media Blasting • Chinking

H.F. Hardy
Painting & Decorating

paintdock @3rivers.net 
842-5119 • Sheridan

PPG and Akzo 
Nobel Products 
available at our 

retail store: 
The Paint Dock

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

MADISON SQUARE ATHLETIC CLUB
#5 Sunrise Loop, Unit J • Ennis

Providers GEHA and Miner’s Association

FREE SERVICE CENTER
December 1st

10-12 a.m.  
No Appointment Necessary!

Free Hearing Test By 
Appointment Only

Call for details! 

ON ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Call 
(888) 815-8307  

HearingAidInstituteNOvember2016.indd   1 11/21/16   9:02 AM



 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Find 
Fellowship 

With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship
Joel Trenkle/Pastor

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

682-4949

 Sunday School 9:30 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday evening bible study 

and prayer time, 6 p.m
606 Comley Way, Ennis

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Pastors Travis & Kristina Walker

Office: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group Weds at 6:30 pm
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church

114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Duane Deshner

Sunday Service

10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)

Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry

Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

We are a church dedicated
to serving this valley!

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fully Accessible
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH

Say:  no man can attain his 
true station except through 
his justice.  No power can 
exist except through unity. 

No welfare and no well-being 
can be attained except 
through consultation.

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

MASS TIMES
St Joseph's in Sheridan 

Sat. at 4 pm & Tues&Thurs at 7:30 am
St Mary's in Laurin 
Sunday at 8:30 am

St. Patrick's in Ennis 
Sunday at 11 am, Weds. at 9 am

Father John Crutchfield • Pastor ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Dustin 684-5255

Ruby	 Valley
Baptist	 Church

Tony	 Shaw,	 Pastor
842-5602

Sunday	 School	 9:45	 a.m.
Worship	 Service	 11	 a.m.
Sunday	 Evening	 6	 p.m.
Wednesday	 Eve	 7	 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Baptist	 Church

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

All sizes available up to 1,200 square feet
Heated, insulated, large doors, half bath.
Gary at 581-3531 or Paul at 581-7878

SHOP SPACE FOR RENT IN ENNIS
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Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center pro-
vides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and Com-
munity Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and up 
(spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for meals 
are appreciated.

Senior meals, Virginia City
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over will be 
served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday & Thursdays 
from 11 am to 3 pm  for $4.00.
November 24: THANKSGIVING, Closed
November 29: Tater Tot Casserole, Roll, Dessert

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,  Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St. in Valley Assemply (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver 
Star to Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 
842-5573 for more information.

Meals on Wheels, Sheridan

The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 
years and over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose 
to eat at the senior center, family style for $3.50 or have 
their meal delivered for $4.00. Delivered meals are within 
the city limits of  Sheridan and should be called in by 10 
a.m. Call Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

ENNIS MEALS ON WHEELS, ENNIS

Tuesday-Friday 11:45 am to 12:30 pm
Reservations 682-4422

To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance for meal deliv-
ery or if  you plan to dine in.  Ennis Senior center, 315 W Main Street

NOVEMBER 17 - NOVEMBER 25
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 24: 
CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25:CREAMED CHIPPED 
BEEF/BISCUITS, VEGGIE, DESSERT
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 29: MEATBALL SUB, 
PASTA SALAD, VEGGIE STICKS, DESSERT
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 30: GENERAL 
TSO CHICKEN, FRIED RICE, FRUIT, DESSERT

Area Senior Meals

Elks hoop shoot winners from Ennis Schools
Submitted by Colleen McNally

Ennis Schools

8 and 9-year-old winners: Marisa Snider, Brummie Boggus
10 and 11-year-old winners: Addison Oliver, Zach Foster

11 and 12-year-old winners: Rylee Klasna, Bo Kelley

Madison County Elks hoop shoot first place winner: Marisa Snider
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BHHSMT.COM
ENNIS: 406.682.5002 | SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 | TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices  
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Happy Thanksgiving! 
We give thanks 

for you!

PHOTO COURTESY MIKE FLAHERTY

Twin Bridges student 
participates in all star band

Submitted by Carla Wisler
Twin Bridges Schools

Haley Fournier represent-
ed Twin Bridges musicians 
as a member of the Univer-
sity of Montana All-Star 
band on Nov. 11, 12 and 13. 
A senior at Twin Bridges, 
Fournier plays both alto and 
bari saxophone for the Fal-
cons. Fournier participated 
in the all star band at the 
nomination of her director, 
Carla Wisler, and based on 
her leadership in band and 
her experiences in Montana 
High School Association 
festival events. The students 
who made up the all stars 
represented five states and 
worked together for approxi-
mately 12 hours of rehearsal 
to put on a stellar concert 
Nov. 13. Two pieces of con-
temporary electroacoustic 
band music were prepared 
with the composer, Alex 
Shapiro, in the rehearsals. 
Shapiro taught the perform-
ers about the craft of com-
position and the vision she 
had for the music. Fournier 
represented her school’s 
music department with pride 
and excellent musicianship.

North America according to the 
National Wild Turkey Federa-
tion, who reports that they oc-
cupy every state except Alaska. 
In 1991 spring hunting seasons 
were opened for the first time I 
every one of the 49 states with 
turkey populations. 

Contrary to popular belief, 
Thanksgiving and turkey as the 
centerpiece of the meal did not 
become common until about 
1800. But as you celebrate the 
bounty of the land, give thanks 
for the people who helped to re-
cover the Merriam’s wild turkey, 
an interesting and tasty bird, 
and give thanks for living in 
this beautiful place with them!

NRN from pg. B3

 MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER

Health Care 
Under One Roof

305 N. Main •  Ennis, MT 59729

Main 406-682-6862 • Clinic 406-682-4223
www.mvmedcenter.org

Trauma Receiving  Facility 

Critical Access Hospital

Laboratory

Outpatient Hospital Services

Imaging: 

ER 24/7

Physical Therapy 

Transitional Care

Visiting Specialty Services

Primary Care Clinic
(X-Ray, Ultrasound, MRI, 
CT-Scan, 3D Mammography)

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

Walk-ins Welcome



Get 
Results.

advertise in The Madisonian 406-682-7755
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Ennis Resident’s Tax Dollars Disbursement 
Per 100 Tax Dollars

All tax collection 
procedures can be 

found in Montana Code 
Annotated Title 15 

and tax information for 
Madison County can be 

found on the 
county’s website.

www.
madisoncountymt.gov 
under the Treasurer/

Taxes page.
Public Service Information Paid for by Madison County Commissioners, PO Box 278, Virginia City, MT 59775

*This is milled at .15 mills resulting in a 
minute amount of $100

MC Tax Dollars - Ennis.indd   1 11/21/16   10:28 AM

A special gift
Submitted by Janis Hansen

Kid Country Daycare

In 2014, Kelly Downing, artist, parent and board member of Kid Country Daycare in 
Twin Bridges, produced a beautiful collage of the round barn. The daycare board asked 
for bids on it.

After the tragic death of Trevor Brown, Molly Pritchard, Kid Country director, went to 
check on the bids and found the highest and last bid was from Brown. Pritchard and the 
board pondered what to do. They decided that although it was a difficult matter to speak 
to the family about, Pritchard would call Brown’s dad, Randy Brown, and let him know 
Kid Country was grateful for the bid, but would be glad to provide the collage to the bid-
der preceding T. Brown.

But R. Brown replied, “Oh, no, (T. Brown) loved art, and he would have wanted to 
donate to the daycare.”  

With great appreciation, the board received the generous check from R. Brown.
Then Pritchard and the staff deliberated on how to spend the donation. They decided 

on a swing set. 

Brown family honors bid for Twin Bridges collage

Shaws presented with weather service award

Submitted by Matt Moorman
National Weather Service

Janell and Lony Shaw were presented with a 
10 year length of service award from the National 
Weather Service in Great Falls for recording and re-
porting daily maximum and minimum temperatures, 
precipitation, snowfall and snow depth.  

The weather data the Shaw’s report is part of a na-
tional co-op program of about 8,500 weather stations 
that collect the nation’s official weather records. The 
station at their home in Twin Bridges has been in the 
family since 1961 and continues the records for that 
area dating back to 1899. 

Photo courtesy Matt Moorman
Lony and Janell Shaw and their daughter Lauren.   
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