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New face at 
the paper
Meet Rachel Anderson, 
our new sales manager

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

When Rachel Anderson sent a query email to The 
Madisonian about potential freelance work, she never 
assumed a full time job would develop.

Anderson’s background in marketing and journal-
ism made her a perfect fit for The Madisonian’s sales 
manager. In addition to working in Madison County, 
Anderson is also the 
sales and circulation 
manager at the West 
Yellowstone Star.

“I like the aspect 
of being in a new 
town and new area,” 
Anderson said. “The 
West Yellowstone 
part of the job really 
excites me because 
it’s a completely new 
territory to tackle. 
It’s my own baby, in a 
way – I’m in control 
of how it develops.”

Anderson, a 
Wisconsin native, came out west doing seasonal work 
in Alaska and Driggs, Idaho, before ending up in Big 
Sky. A snowboarder and outdoor enthusiast, Montana’s 
unique terrain and Lone Peak caught her interest and 
kept her in the area. 

Three years ago, Anderson went back to school at 
Montana State University and got a bachelor’s degree 
in liberal studies to complement her previously-

obtained 
associate 
degree in 
marketing.

“I want-
ed to transi-
tion out of 
the ski bum 
lifestyle into 
a profes-
sional 
career,” she 
said. 

Journal-
ism piqued 
her inter-
est when 
she got an 
internship 
with Explore 
Big Sky two 
years ago. 

“I started 
freelancing 
for them,” 
she said. 
“It clicked 
as far as 
enjoying the 

outdoors of Montana and writing about it – that was a 
parallel I liked.”

Though Anderson is excited about jumping head 
first into a sales position for The Madisonian and West 
Yellowstone Star, outside of work she loves snowboard-
ing, hiking and running. Along with her boyfriend, 
Jaritt, and her dog, a 7-year-old Rottweiler/German 
shepherd named Maverick, Anderson cannot wait to 
explore more of Southwest Montana.

When you see Rachel 
Anderson out and 
about, say hello! 

If you are interested in 
advertising in 

The Madisonian or 
the West Yellowstone 
Star, please give her 
a call at 640-2548 or 

email her at sales@
madisoniannews.com.

ALDER SCHOOL
Community passes building reserve levy to benefit school

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

On June 30, 2016, the Alder School’s 
building reserve levy expired. The levy, 
which was passed in 2011 by district 
voters, was for $5,000 per year for five 
years. Just a few days after its expira-
tion, the school discovered they needed 
funds for building repairs – the boys 
bathroom floor sunk.

“We passed another building reserve 
levy,” explained Superintendent Pam 
Birkeland. “We did it all as a mail bal-
lot – it was for $5,000 per year for five 
years.”

The voters passed the levy request 
100 to three.

The official language of the building 
reserve levy request says the money is 
for “minor/major construction, mainte-

nance, remodeling of existing facilities 
and/or acquisition of additional school 
sites.”

The Alder School Board plans to use 
the funds for fixing things in the build-
ings, Birkeland said. 

“We have also received some very 
nice donations from community mem-
bers,” Birkeland said. “We sent a letter 
explaining what the building reserve 
levy was for and why we need the mon-
ey. We talked about the bathroom, and 
that’s probably why we had an outpour-
ing of donations. We communicated and 
it worked.”

The Alder School District was estab-
lished in 1903, and by 1914, the school 
population had grown out of proportion 
for the original building, and the brick 
building that stands today was con-
structed in 1915. 

The school’s second building, the 
gray one, was brought to the site in the 
1930s from nearby Ruby Town.

Though the two buildings handle the 
current student numbers, they are aging 
structures and require maintenance.

Birkeland said the board would have 
organized the levy request in the spring 
if they had realized the prior levy was 
expiring this year, but since she was new 
to the role of superintendent, they did 
not realize it was running out.

“We can run levies anytime in the 
year,” she clarified. 

Other business
A few months ago, Birkeland attend-

ed a Montana School Board Association 
Training and since then, she has been 

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Rachel Anderson, new sales manager.

COMMISSION DISTRICT 1
Candidates Allhands, Schulz participate in forum

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

More than 70 people gath-
ered at the Alder Fire Hall on 
Oct. 20 for a final candidate 
forum before residents head 
to the polls on Nov. 8. The 
forum, which was hosted by 
The Madisonian, provided an 
opportunity for community 
members to have their voices 
heard by asking questions 
directly to the candidates 
running for commission dis-
trict one. Those candidates 
are incumbent commissioner 
of 15 years, Dave Schulz, and 
his opponent, Dan Allhands. 

After establishing the 
protocol for the evening, The 
Madisonian’s editor, Abigail 
Dennis, asked for opening 
statements from each candi-
date.

In both candidates’ state-
ments, they stuck to their 
campaigns: Schulz cited his 
qualifications and knowledge 
because of his background, 
while Allhands stuck to his 
campaign for change.

“There are probably 
people who have more expe-
rience than I do but I’m run-

ning for this with an open 
mind,” Allhands said.

Though he is new to the 
political scene on a county-
wide scale, Allhands does 
have previous experience 
serving on the Sheridan 
School Board when the 
board ran a levy to build the 
new school and gym.

Schulz has been the 
district one commissioner 
for 15 years 
and said he is 
confident in 
the job.

“I still love 
what I do and 
I know the 
county and 
most of the 
people very 
well,” he said.

Questions 
from the 
public

After open-
ing statements, Dennis start-
ed off the round of question-
ing, asking the candidates 
what they foresee being the 
biggest issues facing Madison 
County in the short term. 
Both Schulz and Allhands 

agreed emergency services 
countywide are a huge issue 
and one that needs to be 
dealt with promptly.

“In the Ruby Valley, we 
have an ambulance crew that 
has dedicated people but 
they’re very burnt out,” All-
hands said, also mentioning 
the recent dissolution of the 
Harrison, Pony, Norris quick 
response unit.

Along 
with emer-
gency ser-
vices, All-
hands stated 
the budget 
as one of his 
main con-
cerns. With 
cattle and 
grain prices 
“in the 
dumps,” All-
hands stated 
change 
needs to 

happen on a federal level.
“A lot of federal money 

isn’t going to be available 
anymore and we’re really 
going to have to tighten our 
belts to get through it all,” he 
said.

Schulz backed up All-
hands’ statement regarding 
county emergency services 
but expanded it to a lack of 
volunteerism.

“Every year we rely on 
people to serve in an emer-
gency capacity as well as 
on the 25 or 30 boards that 
Madison County has,” he 
said. “It’s getting harder and 
harder to find dedicated 
people to serve in those posi-
tions and when you’re asking 
someone to serve on a fire 
department or an ambulance 
or some purpose such as 
that, and to dedicate 20 or 30 
hours a week to the service 
but also the extended train-
ing that’s required, I think 
that is incredible.”

Schulz followed up his 
concerns with the ever pres-
ent issue that is Big Sky, add-
ing Big Sky has “a desire to 
create more of a community 
of their own,” and residents 
there have expressed interest 
in incorporating into Madi-
son County.

“If that boundary line 
were to move, and it would 

DON’T FORGET!
Election Day is Nov. 
8! Head to your local 

polling place and 
make your vote count. 
Absentee ballots are 
out and can either be 

dropped or mailed 
to the clerk and 
recorder’s office.
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Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
Commissioner Dave Schulz answers a question in front of a packed room at the Alder Fire Hall on Oct. 20.
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giving the board members in 
Alder training about student 
discipline, open meeting laws 
and due process.

“For all school districts, 
open meeting laws have 
changed,” Birkeland said. “If 
there is a closed meeting, 
they have to keep minutes 
now.”

At the end of the closed 
meeintg, the minutes are 
reviewed by the board then 
sealed in an envelope.

“The only time they 
would be looked at again is 
if there was a court situation 
and litigation,” Birkeland 
said. “Alder has not closed a 
meeting since I’ve been here.”

Though it is rare to have 
a closed meeting, Birkeland 
said the law is good for the 
board to know.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
The brick building was constructed in 1915 to meet demands of increasing enrollment.

have to happen legislatively, 
it is a real challenge for (Big 
Sky) fiscally, and for Madi-
son County,” Schulz said, 
pointing out the significant 
tax revenue Big Sky adds to 
Madison County.

Schulz finished his list of 
concerns focusing on county 
roads and transportation, 
stating the county has built 
good roads but residents 
continue to want “better and 

better roads.”
“We’ve worked and 

strived to build good roads 
and obviously we cannot 
build paved roads because 
they cannot be built to a 
standard that they will hold 
up,” he said.

After Dennis’ question, 
she opened the floor to the 
public and attendees were 
not shy to have their voices 
heard and questions an-
swered.

Craig George, who resides 
on the Ennis side of district 
one, asked about the (Tar-
geted Economic Develop-
ment District) proposal from 
Big Sky.

“What is your standing 
on the TIFF/TEDD issue?” 
George asked.

Allhands was first to re-
spond saying he is adamantly 
“opposed.”

“I don’t think it is fair for 
(Big Sky) to ask us to freeze 
the taxable values where they 
are and go ahead and let (Big 
Sky) have the reserves,” he 
said, adding Big Sky is not 
“socially and economically 
disadvantage because of their 
economy,” but because of the 
value of the land.

Schulz stated that he too 
does not support the idea 
of a TEDD and over the last 
year and half it has been an 
issue he and the rest of the 
commissioners have stud-
ied to learn how the TEDD 
would impact the Ennis 
School, hospital district and 
other entities.

“(A TEDD) could have a 
devastating effect on Madi-
son County, in my mind,” he 
said, adding both Gallatin 
and Madison counties would 
have to support the pro-
posal for it to move forward. 
“During our last meeting, 
we didn’t say no, but made a 
fairly pointed statement that 

we don’t like (the idea of a 
TEDD) and we’d like (Big 
Sky) to look at something 
else.”

Budget
The future of Madison 

County’s budget was on 
everyone’s minds during the 
Oct. 20 forum, and most of 
the questions from the public 
reflected that. Sheridan 
resident Doris Fischer asked 
both candidates how, in a 

hypothetical situation, they 
would go about cutting the 
budget.

“How would you, as one 
of three commissioners, go 
about arriving at a decision 
on who, what, were to cut, 
realizing that this county ex-
tends from Glen to Big Sky, 
Waterloo to Raynolds Pass 
and a lot of communities in 
between?” asked Fischer.

Schulz was up first and 
said he often thinks about 
what he would do if that 
were to happen.

“I would consider cut-
ting back on public safety 
although I hate doing that,” 
Schulz said. “I would cer-
tainly consider looking at 
the various departments that 
would be least impacted or 
least negatively impacted by 
a dollar change – I doubt it 
would be the treasurer’s of-
fice, I doubt it would be the 
clerk and recorder’s office, 
but we’d have to seriously 
look at every department 
and establish a protocol or 
a decision from that. I think 
about it every day.”

Allhands said he could 
easily see a budget shakeup 
happening and stated he 
would first cut contingency 
funds.

“We’ve got some pretty 
good contingency funds, all 
totaled we’ve got $906,106 in 
Madison County,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t mess with the nurs-
ing home funds, but some of 
these others we can certainly 
do without.”

Allhands said he would 
look at cutting the capital 
improvement fund in the 
budget, stating it is nice to 
have cushion but it could 
be reduced, and if that did 
not work, he would look at a 
reduction in work force.

“We’ve got over 180 

county employees now and I 
don’t think we can continue 
to keep feeding that,” he said.

MACo
Dan Doornbos of Al-

der asked both Schulz and 
Allhands if they felt it was 
necessary to serve on extra 
state boards such as MACo 
and other resource advisory 
committees.

“Do you feel there is a 
need to serve on other com-
mittees when you wind up 
traveling out of the county?” 
he asked.

“I feel that Madison 
County commissioner is 
a full time job and I think 
we’re better off having some-
one other than a commis-
sioner going to the legisla-
ture and that, trying to get 
things done. So no, I think 
we need to stay here and do 
the job we were elected to 
and are paid for,” Allhands 
said.

Schulz, who served as 
president of MACo, strongly 
disagreed with Allhands.

“A couple weeks ago I 
was in Missoula at meeting 
with (Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation) 
and I had opportunity to 
meet and spend a few min-
utes talking with the chief of 
the forest,” Schulz said. “To 
me, on behalf of you folks, 
that’s a big deal because if 
someday we have a problem 
here or on the forest, I can 
call him and we have that 
contact.”

Schulz noted the impor-
tance of serving on RACs 
and other grant programs 
that can potential bring 
money back into the county.

Will of the people
Bill Buyan of Sheridan 

was present at the meeting 
and asked if both candidates 
felt they “have or would” 
serve the will of the people, a 
question more or less regard-
ing the building of the new 
annex building in Virginia 
City.

Allhands was first to re-
spond, saying he “very much 
would follow the will of the 
people” and referenced his 
time on the Sheridan School 
Board when they had two 
bond issues fail in regards to 
building a new elementary 
school.

“We went around and had 
community meetings and we 
sold that bond issue to build 
that new school to the public 
in the Sheridan and Alder 
districts and that’s how it 
needs to be done,” Allhands 
said.

Allhands said he did not 

know how the new annex 
building came to be built 
or where the funding came 
from but that “the people 
voted the law and justice 
center down a couple of 

times.”
“I don’t think you can go 

ahead and do what you want 
to do because it reminds 
me of the executive actions 
the presidents of the United 
States are doing all the time 
and basically, well, doing 
it against the will of the 
people,” he said.

“I believe I’ve always tried 
to serve the people, certainly 
the majority interest of the 
people,” Schulz said in re-
sponse to Buyan’s question.

“It sounds to me like 
this is more of a question 
about the courthouse annex 
and the fact that the people 
were involved in the school 
and the perceived assump-
tion that we didn’t have the 
people’s input on the annex, 
and I would argue that’s 
quite the contrary,” Schulz 
said. “We had a public group 
that met, we advertised for 
it and there’s a number of 
people in this room that 
were part of that group, and 
we dialogued – not a build-
ing – we dialogued a process. 
What are the priority things 
we need to do?”

Schulz said the county 
saved over a period of time 
for the building and from 
the members of the public 
they did hear from, people 
were opposed to a jail, not an 
administrative building.

“In any case, we didn’t 
make the decision, the work-
ing group made the decision 
to pursue the annex and we 
took that around to 19 or 20 
different meetings and we 
heard nothing negative so 
that’s why we moved forward 
with it,” Schulz finished.

In closing
Each candidate was given 

three minutes for a closing 
statement before voters head 
the polls on Nov. 8.

Allhands was first, and 
once again addressed the 
importance of the federal 
budget.

“If the federal govern-
ment keeps going into debt, 
that federal money won’t be 
available,” he said. “In clos-
ing, I think I’d do a good job. 
I consider myself a conserva-
tive and I think it’s time for a 
change.”

Schulz stressed the issues 
involving Big Sky once more 
during his closing statement 
and stated the importance of 
knowing the issues and the 
budget.

“I am knowledgeable of 
the issues and I know the 
budget and I think most 
departments will tell you I 
am probably the most frugal; 

I ask the hard questions and 
need the most justification 
on why that dollar is need-
ed,” he said. “I’m frugal and 
I do ask the hard questions 
and sometimes, I say no.”

FORUM from pg. 1
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Dan Allhands.

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
Bil Buyan asks a question.
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more news:

Bear Creek area closure lifted
Recreators can access Lee Metcalf Wilderness from previously-closed trails

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

On Oct. 20, the Beaver-
head-Deerlodge National 
Forest lifted the closure of 
the Bear Creek area of the 
Madison Mountain Range 
southeast of Ennis. 

The area was closed fol-
lowing the Oct. 1 human-
grizzly bear encounter 3 
miles up North Fork Bear 
Creek on a recommendation 
from Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks.

According to a Forest Ser-
vice press release, the Madi-
son Ranger District worked 
with FWP to determine when 
it was reasonable to lift the 
closure. 

“We talked to FWP and 
looked at what was going on 
out there,” said Dale Olson, 
Madison District Ranger. 
“Opposed to archery hunt-
ers sneaking around, now it’s 
people in bright colors mak-
ing more noise.”

The closure lifted in time 
for opening weekend of rifle 
season – Olson had For-
est Service representatives 
camped at the trailhead to 
warn hunters of the bear 

activity.
“We just wanted to en-

hance awareness and reem-
phasize that we’ve had bear 
activity in that area,” he said. 
“You’re not going to protect 
people from bears forever, 
or bears from people forever 
… we wanted everyone to be 
prepared.”

The incident
On Oct. 1, a 50-year-old 

Bozeman man was scouting 
hunting locations when he 
spotted a sow grizzly bear 
with cubs. 

“He yelled to make his 
presence known to the bear 
and it charged him from 
about 80 yards away,” ac-
cording to Madison County 
Sheriff Roger Thompson. 
“He deployed his bear spray 
as it got closer, but the bear 
did not stop.”

According to Thompson, 
the bear mauled, bit and 
stomped on the man, who 
did not fight back. After the 
bear wandered away, the man 
started to hike out.

“He got about 1/2 mile 
away when the bear attacked 
him again, biting and stomp-
ing on him again,” Thomp-

son said. “He played dead 
and the bear left.”

Bleeding and injured, the 
man hiked out to his car and 
drove himself to the Madison 
Valley Medical Center, 17 
miles away.

Meaning of a closure
When the Forest Service 

closes an area, it is patrolled 
by officers with the intention 
of informing and educat-

ing the public, according 
to Leona Rodreick, public 
information officer for the 
Forest Service.

For those who may not 
respect the closure, however, 
Rodreick said fines can run 
up to $5,000 or six months 
in jail.

“The base fine typically 
for violating this closure 
would start at $100,” she 
said.

Visiting bear country?
Keep in mind these safety tips

Provided by Forest Service
•         Carry bear spray and make sure it is readily available.
•         Special rules apply for storing food and attractants on 
the BDNF; be in attendance of food and attractants or store 
them appropriately.
•         Game carcasses can be stored in a solid sided vehicle or 
horse trailer, a bear resistant container or by hanging your 
carcasses 10 feet off the ground and four feet out from any tree 
or support pole.  
•         Be aware of your surroundings. Use caution and make 
plenty of noise before approaching areas where a bear may not 
hear, smell or see you coming and avoid bear food sources. If 
you smell something dead or see birds circling overhead avoid 
the area.
•         Hike during the daylight hours. Bears are most active 
during early morning and late afternoon hours in the spring 
and summer. 
•         Watch for signs of bear – tracks, scat and markings on 
trees are all good indicators. 
•         Avoid hiking or hunting alone if possible and never let 
your small children run ahead or wander.
•         Make noise by talking, clapping and singing to avoid 
startling a bear. 
•         Stick to the trail. It may take some of the adventure out 
of your visit, but by staying on the trail you will minimize 
potential bear encounters. 
•         Always make sure you let someone know where you are 
going and when you plan to return.
•         Check for current posted bear related information 
(trailheads and other locations).
•         If you do have an encounter with a bear, report it to 
1-800-TIP-MONT; it is a 24 hour number.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
The Bear Creek area is now open to recreators following a Forest 

Service closure.

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

At the Sheridan Town Council meeting on 
Oct. 17, councilmembers unanimously approved 
a request from the Ennis Town Council to join 
the county planning board.

“Ennis has a town planning board, but they 
have real difficulties keeping a full board,” ex-
plained Madison County Planning Director Char-
ity Fechter, who attended the meeting. “They want 
to dissolve and get a seat on the county board.”

Madison County has an 11-member planning 
board, and both Sheridan and Twin Bridges are 
part of it. 

“They just want us to provide the services 
we provide for you and Twin Bridges,” Fechter 
explained. “The first step is for them to submit a 
request in writing, which they did.”

To move forward, Fechter said she needed 
agreement from the Sheridan council, as well as 
Twin Bridges. 

“If you agree in concept, we can work out the 
details,” she said.

Details like how the 11-member board will be 
set up. Currently, there are three representatives 
from district one, with one representing the town 
of Sheridan; three representatives from district 
two, with one from Twin Bridges; three repre-
sentatives from district three; and one at large 
member, who is from Big Sky.

“I would assume one of the representatives 
from district three would be from (the town of) 
Ennis,” Fechter said. “It’s not a huge step. I don’t 
see any changes in representation for district one 
and two.”

Councilmember Paul Kramer moved to sup-
port Ennis having a seat on the planning board, 
and councilmember Bob Stump seconded. All 
members – Kramer, Stump, Mark McLaughlin 
and Michael Walter – voted in favor. 

Fechter still has to get approval from the Twin 
Bridges council, but if that happens, a formal 
agreement will be sent around the county for 

everyone involved to sign.

Subdivisions
Fechter also informed the council members 

and Mayor Tom Shaffer that Sheridan’s subdivi-
sion regulations are from 1995, meaning they are 
“very” out of date. 

“You could adopt the 2014 version of (Madi-
son County’s subdivision regulations) in the 
meantime,” she said. 

Shaffer said the town discussed applying for 
a Community Development Block Grant to fund 
a subdivision update, but the public library is 
currently in a CDBG process, and only one entity 
from a given town can apply for that grant at a 
time.

“Could we get a copy of the county regula-
tions?” Shaffer asked Fechter. 

Fechter agreed to send them over, and recom-
mended every councilmember review the regula-
tions before adopting them to make sure Sheri-
dan’s growth policy is not at odds with anything 

in the county subdivision regulations.
Councilmembers also expressed interest in 

seeing Ennis’ zoning documents – Sheridan does 
not currently have zoning laws.

Safety plan
The Department of Labor and Industry 

showed up at town hall for a surprise inspection, 
and found the town needs to implement a safety 
training program, according to Shaffer.

“We have to have safety training in place for 
all town employees,” Shaffer explained. “I already 
talked to the county, and we can send employees 
to some of their trainings that apply.”

Town clerk Ginger Galiger agreed to work 
with Montana Municipal Interlocal Authority to 
craft a plan and document training.

“If you don’t have (a safety plan) in place and 
someone gets hurt, you’re in a bad way,” said 
McLaughlin. “All it takes is one serious back 
injury and it could cost us a lot of money and a lot 
of time. Training is worthwhile.”

SHERIDAN TOWN
Council approves Ennis’ request to join Madison County Planning Board

OPENING WEEKEND
Cameron, Alder check stations see high numbers of hunters, average success

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

Opening day for rifle hunting deer and 
elk started with shooting light at 7:26 a.m. on 
Oct. 22. Saturday and Sunday, Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks biologists manned check 
stations in Alder and Cameron to gather data 
about opening weekend.

“(At the Cameron check station) we 
checked 296 hunters on Saturday and 300 on 
Sunday for a total of 596 hunters,” wrote Julie 
Cunningham, FWP biologist, in a report. 

“This is the second highest number of hunters 
in recent years.”

Forty-four elk, five mule deer, two white-
tailed deer and four pronghorn came through 
the Cameron check station over the weekend.

“The hunter success rate was 8.6 percent 
for deer and elk only, and the overall hunter 
success (including the four pronghorn) was 
9.2 percent,” Cunningham’s report states.

An 8.6 percent success rate is a drop from 
recent years – opening weekend 2015 saw 11.8 
percent success, and 2014 was 11.4 percent. 

In Alder, FWP biologist Dean Waltee said 

there were more hunters out and about than 
last year.

“Success was about typical for opening day,” 
he said. “We checked 43 elk, 15 mule deer, 10 
white-tailed deer, three antelope and one bear 
at the Alder check station.”

Since 513 hunters passed through the check 
station, that resulted in a 13 percent success 
rate. 

“Folks noticed the increase (in hunters),” 
Waltee said. “We did hear some comments 
about how there were a lot of people out. 
That is not uncommon for opening weekend, 

because we attract a lot of hunters to this part 
of the world.”

Conditions 
Waltee said the weather was “very, very 

warm and without a lot of snow,” which meant 
the elk were scattered and in small groups. 

“That tends to make them harder to find, 
so the harvest stays very scattered,” he said. 
“The forecast says it is supposed to remain 
warm and dry, and if that does come to frui-
tion, I suspect it will slow hunter harvest rate 
for a few weeks.”

DISTRICT COURT ROUND UP
Abigail Dennis

editor@madisoniannews.com

Laabs enters not guilty pleas
Kenneth Laabs appeared at 

the Madison County Court-
house before Judge Loren 
Tucker on Oct. 24 for an ar-
raignment. 

The state, represented 
by Deputy County Attorney 
Chris Christensen, charged 
Laabs with three counts: theft, 
false report to law enforce-

ment agency or the alternative 
charge of unsworn falsification 
to authorities, and operating a 
motor vehicle without liability 
insurance. 

The alternative charges on 
the second county mean Laabs 
can be sentenced to one, but 
not the other.

The charges stem from 
an incident that happened 
in September of this year – 
Laabs allegedly used a vehicle 
belonging to someone else 

without that person’s permis-
sion, then tried to implicate 
someone else when questioned 
by law enforcement, according 
to court documents. 

Laabs entered not guilty 
pleas to all the charges, and 
before releasing him back into 
the custody of the Madison 
County Sheriff ’s Office, Judge 
Tucker reduced his previously 
set bond of $15,000 to $6,000.

McCourt appears on petition 

to revoke
Jared Russell John McCourt 

appeared at the Madison 
County Courthouse before 
Judge Loren Tucker on Oct. 
24 on charges he violated his 
suspended sentence.

McCourt was given a three 
year deferred sentence for 
criminal endangerment on 
May 19, 2014, and again ap-
peared at the Madison County 
Courthouse on Sept. 15, 2014, 
when the state filed a petition 

to revoke his deferred sen-
tence. That deferred sentence 
was revoked, and McCourt 
was committed to the De-
partment of Corrections for 
a term of five years with two 
suspended. 

“The defendant was placed 
at the Montana State Prison 
on March 4, 2015. (McCourt’s) 
prison sentence discharged 
on Sept. 6, 2016. Since he was 
released on probation on Sept. 
7 of this year, the state claims 

he violated the terms of that 
probation by consuming 
alcohol and drugs, spend-
ing time with a minor and 
frequenting a library, though 
he was banned for frequent-
ing places where children 
congregate. 

McCourt pleaded not 
true to all the allegations 
and was released back into 
the custody of the Madison 
County Sheriff ’s Office with 
a $10,000 bond. 
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The election will be here soon
Dear Editor,

The election will be here 
soon. But not soon enough. 
The United States is a large and 
complex nation. After we iron 
out a few problems, we will get 
on the right track facing in the 
right decision. Here are just 
a few of the problems facing 
America. 

Legal drugs, non legal 
drugs, alcohol, being politically 

correct, not being politically 
correct, women’s rights, the 
middle class. 

Environmentalists, no taxes 
on corporations, paid holidays, 
Republicans, Democrats, all mi-
norities, fringe groups, people 
who swear, people who do not 
swear, lawyers, school teachers.

People over 65, people 
under 65, ranchers, people on 
welfare, free speech. Farmers, 
people who own cats, dogs or 

zebras. 
Professors, atheists, classical 

music, obscene art, vegetarians, 
unions, churches, people who 
write to the pages of opinion. 
People who work for the gov-
ernment, people who say they 
work for the government but 
do not.

Immigrants to this country 
since the year 1620, bird watch-
ers, chocolate, coupons to save 
money.

This is just a small portion 
of the problems in America. 
These problems can be resolved. 
If you belong to any of these 
groups or support any of these 
you are part of the problem. No, 
not a part but the sum total of 
the entirety. The good old days 
will be here soon, promptly, full 
tilt, directly. So do not fret.

LaVon D. Brillhart
Dillon

Do not leave gut piles at trailheads
Dear Editor,

This past Thursday, six of 
us along with our three dogs 
arrived at the Papoose Creek 
Trailhead for a recreational 
trail ride into the Madisons. 
Much to our dismay, the dogs 
promptly found a fresh gut 
pile that was left on the south 
side of the trailhead parking 
lot in the grass less than 5 
feet from the gravel. Someone 
carelessly left a bear attractant 
that could surely lead to a 

confrontation that could lead 
to injury or death.  

The “sportsman” who 
left the remains of the kill 
apparently was unaware of 
the closure of several popu-
lar trails in the area due to 
bear activity. The actions 
were unthinkably rude with 
no concern for the safety of 
other people using the trail. A 
quick call to the Ennis Forest 
Service office said that it was 
a serious problem and that 
they would contact Montana 

Fish and Game to clean up 
the mess as the trailhead was 
their responsibility.   

As the six of us went up 
the trail we made lots of 
racket with the hopes of not 
running into any bears that 
the gut pile might attract. On 
our return we were much re-
lieved to see only ravens and 
magpies on the gut pile. Per-
haps the strong wind that day 
carried the scent in another 
direction.  

A sportsman considers 

how their actions can create a 
danger to others and should 
know better than to leave big 
game remains near a highly 
used area.  Next time we hope 
that this hunter will think 
clearly and use better ethics 
when filling his tag. 

As we were leaving, two 
very nice Forest Service em-
ployees arrived at the trail-
head and removed the hazard. 

Ann and John White
McAllister

Responding to Mary Bivins’ letter
Dear Editor,

This is in reference to Mary 
Bivins’ letter in the Sept. 29 
issue. 

Obviously she loves public 
lands. I think that there are 
way too many public lands. 
Why? Because they do not pay 

any property taxes to support 
schools, roads and many other 
public things. 

And where is Congress sup-
posed to get the money to fund 
public lands when the United 
States is running a huge deficit 
of $20 trillion or so? Perhaps 
they could ask Santa Claus. 

You know the young people 
are the ones taking a hit on 
Congress’ wild spending.

And, Bivins, in case you 
did not know it, the state land 
board made two huge acquisi-
tions in the last few years. First, 
the Charlie Lincoln Ranch on 
the Marias River. Second near 

Ledger in Pondera County, 
they paid $3.5 million for it 
and are leasing it back to the 
original owner for $3,500 a 
year. Talk about stupid. 

Your tax dollars at work.

Larry L. Maurer
Brady

Contingency funds critical in government
Dear Editor,

As chairperson for the 
Madison County Thompson-
Hickman Library board, I was 
very interested to hear what the 
candidates for county commis-
sioner had to say at the recent 
forum held in Alder. One topic 
that is critical to the library, 
and I am sure to the other 

county departments as well, is 
that of the contingency fund. 
I am sure most people realize 
county departments are not 
like private businesses when 
they have situations happen 
that are not budgeted for. Our 
library cannot go to the bank 
and borrow money. That is why 
we have a contingency fund. If 
we did not have this fund, those 

unforeseen things could not be 
dealt with. An example of this 
is that the library is using some 
of our contingency funds to 
replace antiquated wiring and 
an insufficient heat source in the 
original part of the library. This 
work was something we thought 
could be done in the future, but 
became necessary for safety is-
sues and functionality. 

The system of the contin-
gency fund seems to be work-
ing well for us. Without it, the 
library, the commissioners and 
the county would have no way 
to deal with these situations 
without going back to you, the 
taxpayers.

Janet Doornbos 
Alder

Schulz is a very experienced leader
Dear Editor,

I attended the district one 
commissioner forum Thurs-
day evening in Alder. Several 
topics were discussed. Issues 
addressed included how much 
equipment is enough, equip-
ment maintenance cost, shar-
ing equipment and personnel 
across district boundaries, 
having an adequate shop in 
each district among other 
topics. Because I work for 

Commissioner Dave Schulz 
and Ray Rowberry, foreman, 
on the district one road crew, 
I feel compelled to discuss 
some of the topics. 

•	 Because we have 
good equipment, that allows 
us to be more productive.

•	 Because we have 
good equipment, we seldom 
break down, meaning that we 
are working for you rather 
than repairing graders, trucks 
or other equipment.

•	 Our crew works very 
well together meaning that we 
get more done quicker.

•	 Our good equipment 
allows our crew to quickly 
respond to fires and other 
emergencies whenever called. 
In recent years we have been 
called upon a number of 
times.

•	 We are always 
responsive to resident com-
plaints about a road and we 
fix the problem as soon as we 

can.
•	 We utilize each piece 

of equipment in our fleet 
regularly depending on condi-
tion of the road and needed 
maintenance.

I feel Schulz’s experience 
and leadership enables the 
crew I am part of to provide 
you the quality job and roads 
that you deserve at the best 
bang for your tax dollar.

Gary Stewart

No need to change something that works
Dear Editor,

I am grateful both commis-
sioner candidates participated 
in the forum on Oct. 20. I 
certainly know much more 
about our county govern-
ment and how it works. Both 
candidates are from longtime 
Ruby Valley families, so the 
decision of who to vote for 
needs to be based on the is-

sues. One of the duties of our 
commissioner is to pursue 
sources of funding for projects 
likes bridges and roads. This 
requires being on committees 
with state and federal agencies 
and going to the legislature 
to gain support. Sometimes it 
even means talking with our 
Montana senators and repre-
sentative in Washington D.C., 
so they do not forget what our 

needs are in Madison County. 
When the Ruby Dam rehabili-
tation project needed funding, 
I was expected to do just that 
as president of the water users 
in the valley. We should expect 
no less from our commission-
er, otherwise they will need 
to ask county residents for 
additional mill levies for these 
projects or not even do them 
at all. We need a commissioner 

who has the experience and 
knowledge and is willing to 
tackle the duties of that office.

Overall, we have an excel-
lent county government that 
proves us with the services we 
expect from them. I really do 
not see a need to change some-
thing that is working.

Dan Doornbos 
Alder

Support for candidate Dan Allhands
Dear Editor,

This is to inform the 
people who supported me 
in the primary for Madison 
County commission district 
one that I am supporting 
Dan Allhands and am urging 
them to do the same. There 
are issues that are not being 
handled in a timely man-
ner and some that are being 
totally ignored. One is the 

handicapped access in the 
old courthouse and another 
is locked (closed) county 
roads; couple of these roads 
for years, the Bertha-Kennett 
Road since 2009. 

We need to get some 
people in county government 
that will work to save the 
taxpayers money on taxes, 
not spend all collected and 
want more. The countywide 
mill has increased from 

about $15,500 in the mid 
1980s to almost $89,000 the 
last couple years. I do not 
know many people working 
for wages whose salary has 
increased (quintupled) in 
that time. It seems people get 
in public office and get too 
complacent and lackadaisi-
cal. This is the reason I am 
also for term limits for our 
elected officials. Granted we 
will lose some expertise but 

we will be getting new blood 
and people fired up to get 
things done, not just waiting 
for retirement. Three terms 
should be enough, if elected 
officials cannot get done in 
that time, they should be out 
at least one term and then 
run to get back in. Be sure to 
get out and vote on Nov. 8. 

Eli Thompson
Virginia City

OPINIONS AND OBITUARTIES CONTINUED ON A7
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& sports:
Volleyball Round Up

Harrison falls to Twin Bridges in final game of the regular season
Caitlin Avey

news@madisoniannews.com

The Lady Wildcats hosted 
the Lady Falcons from Twin 
Bridges for their last regu-
lar season game on Oct. 18 
before heading to the district 
tournament, which begins in 
Butte on Oct. 27.

Though tough competi-
tion provided by the girls in 
purple, the Wildcats fell to 
the Falcons’ aggressiveness at 
the net in three sets.

Veteran varsity player 
Josie Hokanson led the Wild-
cat team as she dashed and 
dove around the court in an 
impressive display of athleti-
cism as well as a will to win. 
Hokanson, a junior setter 
for the Wildcats, ended her 
night with four aces, 14 as-
sists and 14 digs.

Sophomore Stephanie 
Strong grabbed the most kills 

for the Wildcats with five, 
while senior Sam Talley was 
able to net one block.

“We have a great position 
in the district tournament,” 
said head coach Phil Taylen. 
“We are going full out on our 
offense and taking advantage 
of all free ball opportunities.”

On the Falcon side, senior 
Brooke Schandlemeier led 
the way in team kills with 
eight, junior Savanna Stewart 
had 12 assists and eight aces 
for the night, while sopho-
more Taryn Johnson grabbed 
eight digs for the Falcons.

The Falcons are heading 
into the district tournament 
as the number two seed and 
will play Lima on Oct. 27 at 
12:30 p.m. at the MAC center 
in Butte.

Harrison sits in the num-
ber six spot and will play 
number three Drummond 
Thursday at 11 a.m.

Harrison vs. Twin Bridges: 
18-25, 14-25, 15-25

Twin Bridges
Prior to defeating the 

Wildcats, the Lady Falcons 
bested the Lima Bears on 
their home court on Oct. 17. 

Junior Kailee Oliverson 
led the team in kills with six, 
while Jovi Rosselott, Savanna 
Stewart and Mara Johnson 
each contributed four aces to 
the team’s 15 total.

Twin Bridges vs. Lima: 25-
7, 25-9, 25-12

Ennis
The number one seeded 

Lady Mustangs hosted the 

Granite Lady Prospectors on 
Oct. 19, defeating the Pros-
pectors in three sets.

Brigit Croy led the team 
in kills with 13, followed by 
Jourdain Klein who grabbed 
10. Payton Fortner and 
Whitney McKitrick were able 
to make good on 19 and 11 
assists, respectively, while 
Ana Garcia put up 10 digs 
for the Mustangs.

The Mustangs get a first 
round bye and will play their 
first district matchup game 
on Thursday, Oct. 27 at 2 
p.m. against the winner of 
the Granite and Sheridan 
game.

Ennis vs. Granite: 25-12, 

25-4, 25-9

Sheridan
Sheridan lost to the Lady 

Mustangs on Oct. 17 – for 
those game results see the 
Oct. 20 edition of The Madi-
sonian.

The Lady Panthers will 
play their first district game 
on Oct. 27 at 9:30 a.m. when 
they meet Granite for a 
chance to advance and take 
on Ennis.

PHOTOS FROM LEFT

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
Stephanie Strong grabs a dig 

for the Wildcats.

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
Riah Edsall, 11, goes up for the 
tip against the Lady Wildcats’ 

front line.

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
Megan Busch, 14, grabs a kill 

for the Falcons.

FOOTBALL ROUND UP
Mustangs, Falcons advance to playoffs, Panthers’ season draws to a close

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

ENNIS
The Ennis Mustangs 

concluded their last regular 
season game on Oct. 19 in 
the same vein as the rest of 
the season – a triumphant 
win.

The Lone Peak Big Horns 
kicked off, and quarterback 
Tanner Wood was the first 
into the end zone, and Mus-
tang Jake Knack made good 

on the two-point conversion 
to put Ennis on the board 
first with just one minute 
ticked off the clock.

The Big Horns got the 
ball back but struggled 
against Ennis’ commanding 
defense, and the Mustangs 
forced a punt. The remain-
der of the first half was all 
about the Mustangs – they 
entered the locker room at 
half time up 66 – 0. 

Lone Peak was able to 
sneak into the end zone 

twice in the second half, but 
the Mustangs cruised to an 
easy win, 74 – 14. 

“We are looking forward 
to the playoffs starting,” said 
Mustang head coach Chris 
Hess. “Our guys have been 
playing well all year and now 
it really matters.”

First on deck is Scobey, 
the number four seed from 
the east. Head to Scully Field 
in Ennis on Oct. 29 at 1 p.m. 
for the game. 

TWIN BRIDGES
The Falcons welcomed 

Plains to Twin Bridges for 
their final regular season 
game and got into a “shoot-
out” of sorts right off the 
bat. 

“But then our defense 
forced some turnovers and 
our offense was able to 
capitalize on their mistakes,” 
said Falcon head coach 
Brett Nordhal. “Through the 
second and third quarters, 
we scored 48 unanswered 

points.”
That push was enough to 

keep the Plains Horsemen at 
bay, and the Falcons rolled 
to a 62 – 33 win. 

“Once we settled in and 
started playing football our 
offense executed well and 
finished drives by putting 
points on the score board, 
and our defense made some 
big stops and forced turn-
overs,” Nordhal said. “I am 
really proud of the way the 
guys responded coming off 

the big loss to Charlo. They 
showed a lot of character 
by putting that loss behind 
them and preparing for 
Plains.”

This weekend, the Falcons 
hit the road for their first 
playoff game against Belt. 

“The guys are looking 
forward to this one and 
are hungry to go compete,” 
Nordhal said. “We just need 
to play solid, fundamental 
football in all three aspects 
of the game and compete at a 
higher level.”

SHERIDAN
The curtain fell on the 

Panthers’ season with a 14 – 
69 loss to St. Regis at home 
on Oct. 22. 

“We had a couple touch-
downs in the second half,” 
said assistant coach Mike 
Wetherbee. “It’s pretty hard 
to play a football game with 
six kids.”

The Panthers struggled 
all season with low numbers 
and injuries, and ended at 
the bottom of the league 
this year. However, there is 
already excitement brewing 
for next football season.

“We all come back, so 
that’s a good thing,” Wether-
bee said, referring to the fact 
this year’s team was mostly 
underclassmen. “We will 
gain at least three from the 
eighth-grade, so we’re look-
ing at more kids. And we’re 
looking at the ones we’ve got 
trying to stay healthy and 
help us the whole season.”

Wetherbee said the boys 
understand the game is not 
always about the final score 
– there are small victories in 
every game. 

“Now they are just excited 
to hit the weight room and 
get ready for basketball sea-
son,” he said.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Quarterback Tanner Wood (1) keeps the ball and heads into the end zone for the Mustangs first touchdown.

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
Chace Guinnane (3) prepares to launch the ball downfield. 
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& more news:
ELECTION COVERAGE

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

We heard good feedback about the last few pieces we ran from this year’s University of Montana journalism 
students about election coverage.

This week, we are running the pieces about the race for Supreme Court Justice and Public Service Commissioner.

Race profile: Montana Supreme Court
By Freddy Monares 

Community News Service
UM School of Journalism

If choosing the next member of the Mon-
tana Supreme Court was a job interview, Dirk 
Sandefur argues the decision between him-
self and law professor Kristen Juras would be 
simple.

With 14 years experience as a judge in 
Cascade County and the backing of all liv-
ing former members of the court, Sandefur is 
quick to make the case he is the natural choice 
for voters.

“I’ve been doing that work in the first 
instance, that makes me uniquely qualified 
and the only person qualified with relevant 
experience in this race to decide the cases that 

actually come before the court,” Sandefur said.
But that experience is a big part of why 

Juras contends she is the right fit for the seat 
being vacated by Patricia O’Brien Cotter. 
Juras said that her 34 years of legal experience 
representing small business owners, farm-
ers, ranchers and individuals is a view sorely 
missing from the high court. She believes the 
Supreme Court has legislated from the bench 
in the past years and would benefit some di-
versity of experience.

“We have people who have been former 
county attorneys, we have a former district 
court judge, we have a former administra-
tive law judge, in my opinion those basis are 
covered,” Juras said. “And the base that isn’t 
covered is somebody with the sort of daily 
legal experience representing small business 

owners, farmers, ranchers, individuals, non-
profit organizations and what we call a private 
sector, a transactional practice.”

The race for the Supreme Court has boiled 
down to perspective. Come election time, 
Montanans are going to have to vote on what 
they think the Supreme Court will need the 
most; experience or a new voice.

For one of the state’s largest unions, the 
Montana Education Association-Montana 
Federation of Teachers Association (MEA-
MFT), they choose experience. The union has 
already sent out two separate mailings to its 
members urging them to vote for Sandefur. 
MEA-MFT President Eric Feaver said that 
decision stems from the judge’s past rulings. 

“(Sandefur) has a good record as a district 
judge of correctly interpreting, so far as he is 
able, those matters that deal with our constitu-
tion and how we would go about making law 
in the state of Montana,” Feaver said. 

It is a record that has earned the endorse-
ment from all the former Supreme Court 
justices currently alive, as well as the justice he 
hopes to replace, Cotter. 

Juras, meanwhile, has drawn most of her 
support from individual attorneys from vari-
ous law firms across the state.

Attorney and former Bozeman legislator 
Cindy Younkin believes Juras, if elected, will 
work to rein in a court she feels has grown too 
activist. Younkin said the court has been mak-
ing public policy decisions instead of waiting 
for the legislature to act.

“You don’t know what the court is going to 
do,” Younkin said. “You got a lack of consis-
tency and lack of predictability that you have 

zero control over it. And, at least, in the legis-
lative process the public has the opportunity 
to be involved in that process and you do not 
when it comes to Supreme Court decisions.”

But along with Juras’ 34 years of experience 
in law, she does have a controversial past at 
the University of Montana. Juras led a public 
campaign in 2009 against a sex column pub-
lished in the Montana Kaimin. 

Media criticized Juras for trying to censor 
the publication, but she countered she was 
trying to point out that the column was not 
professional. Censoring the Kaimin was never 
the agenda, she said. 

The story became an issue in this election 
when Juras posted to social media that the col-
umn had been discontinued due to the sexual 
assault scandal at UM, but the newspaper 
countered it ended only because the author 
graduated. The paper went on to call for Juras’ 
defeat this fall. 

A few years later Juras was at the center 
of attention again when the Christian Legal 
Society she served as the adviser to filed a 
lawsuit in federal court alleging they had been 
discriminated against because the group wasn’t 
getting recognition from the law school. 

In both cases, Juras stressed she will stick 
to an unpopular stand if she believes the cause 
is right.

“If I believe that a position is correct, I’ll 
take that position and I’ll take a stand,” Juras 
said. “ … and I think that’s an important 
characteristic for a judge, somebody who is 
willing to make a decision that they believe is 
the lawful decision, the right decision; even if 
that’s an unpopular decision.”

High court race pits established judge against outspoken lawyer

Photo courtesy Kristen Juras
Kristen Juras

Photo courtesy Dirk Sandefur
Dirk Sandefur

Race profile: Public Service Commission (District 3)
By Margaret Grayson 

Community News Service
UM School of Journalism

Pat Noonan, a Democratic candidate for 
the Montana Public Service Commission, said 
there is one question he gets asked in this 
campaign season more than any other: “What 
is the Public Service Commission?”

As the candidate in the third district, a 
sprawling, 14-county district in the south-
west corner of the state, he answers by telling 
consumers to look at the total at the bottom 
of their power bill. The PSC regulates public 
utilities for the state and approves the rates 
Northwest Energy and others are allowed to 
charge consumers. 

Noonan and independent Caron Cooper 
entered the race against incumbent Commis-
sioner Roger Koopman, who was elected in 
2012. The race presents voters with different 
visions for how much the government ought to 
be involved in the utility business. 

For example, while all candidates say they 
are in favor of developing alternative energy 
sources, they differ dramatically on how much 
the PSC should promote it. 

As a candidate and a former member of the 
state legislature, Noonan has supported green 
energy mandates and subsidies. Koopman, 
on the other hand, believes the government 
should not prop up new industries. 

“I’m very much in favor of any kind of 
alternative energy source that can come in 
and compete and provide a better product, 
cheaper,” Koopman said. “True entrepreneur-
ship does not ride on the back of subsidies and 
special governmental favors and tax breaks.”

He mentioned Noonan’s support of Mon-
tana’s renewable portfolio standard, which 
requires public utilities to obtain 15 percent 
of their power from renewable sources, as an 
example of a “crutch” for alternative energy 
providers that they don’t need. 

Noonan disagreed, saying, “I am far more 
open to what are all the avenues that we can 
create a better energy future for the next 
generation, whether that includes money from 
the feds or whether that includes revamping 
power systems.” 

Both Koopman and Noonan have served 

in the Montana House of Representatives and 
tout their experience in public service. They 
are joined this year on the ballot by a politi-
cal newcomer, Cooper, who has a PhD from 
University of California, Berkeley’s Energy 
and Resources Group. Cooper said she was 
inspired to join the race in part by her dis-
agreements with the current PSC on renewable 
energy. 

“All it takes is to say ‘net metering’ or ‘clean 
power act’ and you’d see the commissioners 
roll their eyes,” she said. 

She originally filed her exploratory com-
mittee under the Democratic Party, but 
changed to an Independent because she did 
not like the way the party accepted contribu-
tions. Part of her platform is not seeking or 
accepting PAC money. 

Over the course of their careers, both 
Noonan and Koopman have taken money 
from the same sources during their legislative 
campaigns, most 
notably the North-
Western Energy 
Employee PAC.

“That PAC is en-
tirely controlled by 
front-line workers, 
and I think it would 
be irresponsible for 
me to not represent 
them,” Noonan 
said. “Those are the 
people who are in 
my community.”

Koopman said 
that while he ac-
cepted those dona-
tions during his leg-
islative campaign, 
he agreed it could 
be a conflict of 
interest during the 
PSC race and nei-
ther he nor Noonan 
have accepted any 
donations, accord-
ing to their most 
recent campaign 
finance filings. 

While all of 

the PSC members are currently Republican, 
Koopman said he often differs from them in 
his thinking about the commission’s role. He 
said the commission should serve as a substi-
tute for competition to NorthWestern Energy, 
which has a monopoly on power distribution 
in Montana, and to “watch the back” of the 
ratepayers.

Still, Noonan counters that Koopman’s 
political ideology prevents him from making 
decisions that are best for Montanans. 

“There is no body in Montana that can 
change a person’s future overnight like the 
Montana Public Service Commission,” Noonan 
said. “And so I felt like it was an opportunity 
to be able to make an immediate difference in 
people’s lives.”

The contest in District 3 is not the only 
contested election for the PSC. In neighboring 
District 4, current Commissioner Bob Lake 
faces a rematch with the woman he ousted 

from the panel, Democrat Gail Gutsche, in 
2012. Gutsche hopes to ride the votes from 
Democratic-leaning Missoula back into the 
PSC but she faces Lake, who for a long time 
represented the Bitterroot Valley in the Mon-
tana Legislature. 

Gutsche has made renewable energy and 
Missoula’s battle to take control of its water 
supply a central part of the campaign. Lake, 
on the other hand, has stressed that he is less a 
partisan and more a policy maker who works 
to keep utilities functioning and affordable.

BELOW
Photo courtesy Pat Noonan

Pat Noonan

LEFT
Photo courtesy Bozeman Daily Chronicle

Roger Koopman
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Kay
Colwell

BROKER
842-5650

Irrigated pasture, outbuildings for hay & tack  storage, kitchen has 
custom cabinetry throughout,  large utility/mud room, master suite 
has walk in  closet, & jetted tub in the master bath

$450,000 | #215730 | NEW LISTING 
22 EWE LANE, ALDER

723± acres bordering national forest. Old growth timber, aspen 
groves, several Creeks & springs provide excellent wildlife 
habitat for your retreat. Under Conservation Easement allowing 2 
residences.

Rikki
Dilschneider

BROKER
581-5155

$3,900,000 | #214874 | ACREAGE
39 AURORA CREEK RD, MCALLISTER

Melinda
Merrill

BROKER
596-4288

197± acres in Millegan Creek Canyon bordering State Lands 
for hunting, hiking and recreational opportunities. Quick – Easy 
access from Bozeman and the airport via I-90.

$195,000 | #214923 | ACREAGE
E TRACT MILLEGAN CANYON RD, WILLOW CREEK

Dot
Merrill
SALES ASSOCIATE
570-9067

$185,000 | #171251 | ACREAGE
TRACT 2 VALLEY VIEW HIGHLANDS, ENNIS

29± acres with direct private access to state, BLM & USFS. Only 
1.5 miles to Axolotl Lakes.  Underground power and possible owner 
financing for qualified buyer.

Jack
Leber

SALES ASSOCIATE
596-7893

$6,000,000 | 216999 | NEW LISTING
5301 MT HWY 41 N. SILVER STAR

167acres, 4 parcels, full Mineral rights & water rights transfer w/ 
the sale also included, massive  aquifer is estimated to be 250+° 
at around 200ft, 3 pools, greenhouse, irrigation & radiant heat.

Sara
Johnson

BROKER
570-4249

$150,000 | #216631 | ACREAGE
LOT 16 RISING SUN MOUNTAIN, ENNIS

Most affordable 20± acre lot in the private Rising Sun Mtn Estates 
neighborhood, known for prime elk hunting and located behind a 
locked gate so only property owners can access big game hunting.

OPINIONS AND OBITUARTIES CONTINUED FROM A7

Why vote?
G u e s t  e d i t o r i a l

Editor’s note: So far, we’ve heard from county representatives, ranchers and 
community members. This week, Dan Happel from Pony answers.

Another election is 
around the corner and the re-
markable question of why we 
should even bother to vote 
is heard from folks seem-
ingly ignorant of the basic 
responsibilities of citizen-
ship. Many of our forefathers 
gave their lives to bestow the 
rights that we enjoy today, 
and at the very least, we owe 
them the acknowledgement 
of that sacrifice with the act 
of voting for responsible 
elected public officials. Our 
Founding Fathers gave us 
a very remarkable system 
of constitutional, demo-
cratically elected, republi-
can government, based on 
rule of law, not rule of man; 
intending this as the key-
stone of our freedom. This 
remarkable system allowed 
that our elected representa-
tives would be chosen from 
among average citizens and 
assigned the duty to uphold, 
protect and defend, with 
their lives if necessary, the 
concept of individual liberty 
as outlined in our Constitu-
tion and Bill of Rights. The 
idea of professional politi-
cians and a ruling class was 
unthinkable. Our system of 
government was never meant 
to be left untended like a 
weedy garden, but nurtured 
by informed and concerned 
citizens willing to give of 

themselves to assure freedom 
for their posterity.  

Collectivist thinking has 
dulled our sense of personal 
responsibility and created a 
culture of lemmings ready 
to blame everyone and 
everything for the failures 
that come from their non-
participation. Your life is the 
result of a series of choices; 
poor choices lead to poor 
outcomes, good choices lead 
to good outcomes; it’ is really 
pretty simple. Our Constitu-
tion does not guarantee equal 
outcomes … it guarantees 
equal rights under the law 
for folks willing to save and 
sacrifice in the short term so 
they can benefit in the long 
term. It protects the rights of 
the minority against arbi-
trary control by the majority. 
Somehow we have morphed 
into a self-indulgent culture 
that selects elected repre-
sentatives more resembling 
Santa Claus than Patrick 
Henry. It is high time to elect 
leaders because they have 
actual leadership skills and 
enough common sense to 
know that you cannot borrow 
and spend your way to pros-
perity. Above all, we should 
never expect responsible and 
responsive government if we 
depend on everyone else to 
do our thinking for us. We 
owe it to our offspring to 

be informed, involved and 
participate, at least at the 
most basic levels. One thing 
is certain; we can only expect 
to win if we are in the game, 
and informed voting is the 
most fundamental responsi-
bility of citizenship in a free 
society. 

We are faced with the 
most critical election in re-
cent memory; possibly in the 
history of our great republic. 
Many of the freedoms that 
we took for granted are fac-
ing annihilation at the hands 
of unelected bureaucrats and 
special interests that seem 
to control our every action 
through administrative regu-
lation and undue influence 
(money) greasing the wheels 
of power at all levels. Our 
elected representatives are 
all too often AWOL when im-
portant decisions need to be 
made, and have allowed the 
executive branch to exercise 
powers that were always in-
tended to be made by Con-
gress, or more importantly, 
by state and local govern-
ments. It is time to wake up 
and use the power our found-
ers bequeathed us and the 
brains the good Lord gave us 
to read, learn and vote!

Dan Happel
Pony

OBITUARIES
Doris I. Keyser

September 25, 1932 – October 4, 2016

Doris Keyser, 84, went to 
be with the Lord on Oct. 4, 
2016, at her home in Billings. 
She was born to Charles and 
Maude March on Sept. 25, 
1932, in Cathay, N.D., grow-
ing up with one sister and 
four brothers. She attended 
country schools and graduat-
ing from Carrington High 
School in 1950. Doris was the 
first of her farming family 
to leave the area when she 
boarded a bus to Alabama to 
marry classmate and soldier 
Thomas C. Cousins in 1951. 
They were married over 30 
years and raised six children. 
She began her working career 
out of high school, working 
for the government until the 
birth of her first child. After 

her children were born, she 
went to work in the restaurant 
industry to help support her 
family. Later, she worked at 
Cole’s department store as a 
buyer, which gave her the op-
portunity to travel and meet 
people. She attended Billings 
Bible Church and First Baptist 
Church. Doris loved music, 
playing piano and singing 
in the choir when she could 
fit it into her schedule. She 
worked with child evangelism, 
AWANAS and taught Sunday 
school.

In 1990, Doris married 
Kerry Keyser and moved to 
Ennis for two years, until 
Kerry retired. They spent time 
traveling, attending grand-
children’s events, going to 
museums, symphonies and 
the Billings Mustangs games. 
She enjoyed family functions, 
cooking large family meals 
and caring for her grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren 
until her health declined. 
During the last two years, 
she has taught our family the 
meaning of faith, strength and 
courage. Doris kept an amaz-
ing attitude while recovering 
from a major stroke and then 

broken hip. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents 
and infant sister Katherine 
March; son-in-law Michel 
Kuck; and grandson Joshua 
Hoffner. Doris is survived 
by her husband of 26 years 
Kerry Keyser, of Parkhaven at 
Manhattan; her six children: 
Connie Kick-Bermes (Ken), 
Kathy Scherbenske (Rodney), 
Tom Cousins (Lori), Heidi 
Hoffner, Heather Lambrecht 
and Kristie Buri (Kurt). Fourt 
step-children: Cheryl Lehr 
(Jerry) of Three Forks, Donna 
Crumley (John) of McAllister, 
Karen Rice (Greg) of Belgrade 
and Scott Keyser (Terri). Her 
three brothers: Charles March, 
Lewis March (Dorothy) and 
Albert March (Donna). A 
sister-in-law Alberta March. 
She and Kerry share the love 
and support of 27 grand-
children and 53 great grand-
children and five great-great 
grandchildren. 

Celebration of life was 
Friday, Oct. 14, at First Baptist 
Church with internment at 
Lakeview Cemetery in Cathay 
in June 2017. Memorials may 
be sent to the charity of one’s 
choice.

CALLING ALL KIDS!
The Madisonian needs your help! We are looking for some of the best 
drawings, stories and poems about what it is like to spend winter in 
Madison County for our upcoming edition of The Loop magazine. 
Know the best way to build a snowman? Show us! Have a favorite 
sledding hill? Tell us about it! 
Stop by the office or send your submissions to Caitlin at 
news@madisoniannews.com and your story or drawing might make it in 
the magazine!
We need all submissions no later than Nov. 5!! The | LOOP

WInter Edition

WinterLoopAd.indd   1 10/24/16   4:25 PM

MuddledMoose3x5.indd   1 10/24/16   2:08 PM
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Beyond Words.

YOUR future 
     is OUR future.

THE MADISONIAN.  Advertise today.
682-7755

GUYS LIKE US
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Lodgepole Pine
Cord Split & Dumped $200

Stacked $265
Rounds $165
4’ Logs $145

Fir
Cord Split & Dumped $245 

Stacked $300
Rounds $200
4’ Logs $175

Serving Ennis, McAllister and surrounding area

406-581-3178
Ed Hatlee

TOTAL HOME REPAIRS & REMODELS

Lic. & 
Insured

888-287-7478
www.galwc.com
gallatinwc@gmail.com

P.O. Box 766
Ennis, MT 59729

JO IN  US  ON 
FAC E B O O K! 

and be the first to get breaking news.
facebook.com /madisonian

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

Old style, histOric jack fence made the way 
the Old timers did. jacks handmade. the Best 

hOrse fence. Very easy On wildlife. 

581-3424  •  lpjohn@3rivers.net • lodgepolejohn.com
Acrylic paintings also available on my website.

Hate Cleaning?  No Time?  Too Tired?
Relief is just a phone call away!

Meg Moran
503-810-5930

Call or text about rates & availability.

a hhh .

Residential only
Madison County (ask about traveling)

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finishers
Skilled in lacquer and other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,

Tile Installers, Masons, Cabinet  Builders.
Full benefit package

EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

A BIG THANK YOU to all who helped 
make David Larson’s 80th birthday 
party a success.  Thank you for the 

cards and especially your friendship.  
Your support is greatly appreciated.  
Thanks again, the David Larson Family

LynetteLarson.indd   1 10/24/16   2:31 PM

Retirement Dinner

October 29
Starts at 6 pm

Harrison Fire Hall
Station #1

For old Fire Chief Joe Husar 
and Wife Wendy

HarrisonFireRetirement.indd   1 10/24/16   5:01 PM

Get 
Results. advertise in The Madisonian 

406-682-7755

Happy 5th Anniversary 
TO DEEMO’S MEATS 

OWNER 
CHRIS DI MICHELE

Chris took over Restvedts old location and 
has turned it into a amazing custom butcher 
shop, hunters wild game processing facility,  

gourmet food haven and Italian specialty 
store. His customers are both local and from 
all corners of the United States.  He has won 

many awards for his innovative creations. His 
Jerky is world renowned. Chris also supports 
local organizations in his home town of Ennis. 
He employs some of the finest people around 
who know the meaning of customer service.  

Stop by and say Hi and congratulate him 
and his team.

RosemaryPatterson.indd   1 10/24/16   4:44 PM

MRF rescues fish from irrigation ditches
Photos courtesy David McCrory

On Oct. 13, 21 volunteers gave their time and effort to rescue 
trapped fish in the west Madison irrigation ditch. This is an 
annual event that happens when the irrigation ditches are 

drained. Over 1,000 fish were returned to the river on this date 
and numerous trophy fish on days that followed.

While many fish were rescued, tens of thousands of fish perished 
ranging in size from 2 inch fry to trophy size. The result of this 

event is just a drop in the bucket to the solution.
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DISTRICT 1
Madison County Commissioner

Your vote in November is appreciated! Paid for by Dave Schulz for Commissioner
Matt Hill, Treasurer

Box 252 Sheridan, MT 59749

What I bring to the Commissioner’s offi ce:

• Awareness and understanding of the issues affecting our county
• Patience to fully evaluate issues before making decisions. 
• A willingness to make hard decisions even when it’s not always      
  popular.
• Knowledge of statutes and policies necessary to keep our county      
  running smoothly.
• A recognition that most decisions are made publicly by a quorum.
• Concern for Madison County employees, our greatest resource.
• Support for all of our volunteer boards and an appreciation of their   
  time and dedication.
• Involvement with our ag community and personal experience with   
  what they face.
• Support for Chambers and Main Street Committees because our   
  communities are the hearts of our valleys.
• Knowledge of our nursing homes, residents, employees and what     
  they mean to families and the communities.
• Support for our senior citizen centers, senior meal programs and   
  senior bus service as an important benefi t to that population. 
• I have a good relationship with State and Federal Agencies        
  benefi ting you in time of fi re, emergency, project development, etc.
• I have always believed good fences make good neighbors both in    
  philosophy and on the ground.   

I am the

Candidate
MOST QUALIFIED 

advertise in The Madisonian.  call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Ladies!! Mark your calendars and tell 
your friends you have a date with the 

#1 Girls Night Out Show in the Country! 

Appearing 
Live

at

Thursday, October 27
Showtime 8 pm

General Admission is only $25 and a Limited Amount of 
VIP Packages are offered at $50 each!

Purchase tickets online at xwww.girlsnightouttheshow.com

406.596.4288  |  MELINDA.MERRILL@BHHSMT.COM

An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affi liates, LLC. Berkshire Ha-
thaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Melinda Merrill, Broker

Don’t miss these 

SPOOKTACULAR  deals! 
• Brand new - 2 bed/2bath in town home only $219,000

• Ennis Lake frontage beginning at $110,000
• Are you handy?   A little TLC will go a long ways on 

this 2 bed/2bath home at only $99,900.  
• 2 cabins for the price of one with access to hunting 

and fi shing. $235,000
• Owner fi nancing & hunting accesses from 29+ acres.  

$185,000
• Log Lake house, guest house & shop with possible 

fi nancing - $485,000
• Don’t miss out on continued low interest rates, 

these deals and lots of others!!!

� ere’s Melinda?s Melinda� ere

Ennis celebrates 31st 
annual Hunters Feed

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

The downtown was packed 
on Oct. 21 as Ennis celebrated 
their 31st annual Hunters Feed. 
With tables of chili, alligator, 
stroganoff and whoopie pies, 
visitors from near and far lined 
Main Street to taste and vote on 
the best wild game dish. 

“We were here last year, but 
we got here late so we made 
sure to get here early this time,” 
said Cheri Davenport, who 
was visiting with her husband 
and friends from the Mojave 
Desert.

Top prizes were awarded to 
the best dishes in four different 
categories: best chili dish went 
to the Bear Trap Grille for their 

elk chili; best non chili dish 
went to the Copper Door for 
their unique take on a venison 
stroganoff; most unusual dish 
went to Pic-a-nic Basket for 
their mini elk whoopie pies; 
and the top honor, judges’ 
choice, went to Shannon 
Veltkamp from Bozeman who 
served elk ribeye with smoked 
gouda and mashed potatoes.

ABOVE
Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
William Steraszewski, 2, 
munches on an elk taco.

LEFT
Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
Folks lined the sidewalks 
waiting for a chance to taste 
wild game dishes during the 
31st annual Ennis Hunters 
Feed.



Facilitating 
  By 
Design

Carol Delisi
Learning Consultant

(406)842-5473 |

Let me make your job easier.
Job Descriptions, Process and Training Documentation

Meeting and Training Facilitation

WWW.FACILITATINGBYDESIGN.COM

   

MADISON County
 weather

Cloudy skies early, followed by 
partial clearing. High 54F. Winds 

SW at 5 to 10 mph.

Thursday

Fr iday

Cloudy skies early, then partly cloudy 
in the afternoon. High near 55F. 

Winds SW at 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote  of the 
Week:

Jules 
Renard

Cloudy with occasional rain 
showers. High 47F. Winds SW at 

10 to 15 mph. Chance of rain 60%.

Sunshine along with some cloudy 
intervals. High 42F. Winds SW at 5 

to 10 mph.

Cloudy skies early, then partly 
cloudy in the afternoon. High near 
55F. Winds SW at 10 to 15 mph.

“Laziness is 
nothing more 
than the habit 

of resting 
before you 
get tired.”

McAllister Inn
Steakhouse and Bar

5566 Hwy 287 N  •  Lunch and Dinner
For reservations - 406-682-5000

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Montana Fine Dining, Steaks, 
Seafoodand Nightly Specials.

 Sylann Smith is now 
taking clients in need of 

care at their home

$20-$25/hr
In or out of town • 223-8477

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Madison Valley Roofing
Tom Savage, Owner

Roofing Year Round!

Fully insured
FREE Estimates 

Call 641-0059 or 682-7523

SHERIDAN

sponsored by:

Sheridan Middle School’s 
Student of the Week is 8th 
grader Coleman Gilman.  
Coleman works extremely 

hard in all of his classes and 
is on the Jr. High  football 

team. Coleman is involved 
in FFA, and works hard to 
be a leader in all aspects of 

his school day.  He is a great 
example for his peers.  He has 
a great personality and works 
well with everyone. Coleman 

always has a smile on his face. 
Congratulations Coleman—

keep up the great work!  
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453 Hwy 2 East - (406)287-3257 - Whitehall, MT

“Every Person 
Going Home 

Safe and Healthy 
Every Day”

sponsored by:

dietrich
Where oh where are you 
tonite? Why am I sitting here 
all alone? I’ve searched the 
world over and haven’t found 
true love, thought I did once, 
but poof it was gone. Now 
I’m looking again. Please 
call on me soon. I’m a young 
feller - just 6 months old, 
neutered, got all my shots, 
and everything else done. 
All I need is you.   Please call 
Misty at 439-1405 and soon.  
Purrty please.  Sincerely 
looking for you, Dietrich

advertise in The Madisonian.  
Call 682-7755 to make a plan.
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101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

We are OPEN
for the 

WINTER SEASON!
Join Us For

Dinner: Thur-Sat 5pm-9pm
Brunch: Sunday 9am-2pm

WEEKLY DINNER MENUS 
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE!

IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO BOOK A 
HOLIDAY PARTY! CALL US, TODAY, TO 

START PLANNING YOUR EVENT!
Reservations Highly Recommended

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Christi Barclay, RDH  
Dennis Sacry, DDS, (406) 287-3026

Mon-Fri, 9 am to 5 pm • 108 W First St, Whitehall

The Dog Days 
of summer 
are over...

WHITEHALL DENTAL GROUP
$149 per year/ Adults

$99 per year/Children (14 & Under)
Includes unlimited exams, x-rays and 2 cleanings per  year!

Over $300 in Savings! Family Plans Available

 Try our Membership program and get 20% off! Try our Membership program and get 20% off!

Time to come in and let us check you out! 

Hello from Alder!

Last spring, Madison County students in third through 
eighth-grade participated in the Smarter Balance Summative 
Assessment. This is Montana’s state assessment, which is ad-
ministered online via a secure browser. Schools had a 12 week 
window in which the students could be tested. The assessment 
is a criterion-referenced assessment meaning that it assesses 
students’ knowledge in comparison to the Montana Common 
Core State Standards. 

Students are administered four parts for the assessment: 
two in English language arts and two in math. Each of the two 
content areas have a multiple choice/short answer component 
and a performance task component where students apply 
what they have learned. In math, the students are assessed in 
the following claim areas: concepts and procedures, problem 
solving, communicative reasoning and data analysis/modeling. 
In English language arts and literacy, students are assessed in 
these claim areas: reading, writing, speaking and listening and 
research. 

Students who complete all four parts of the assessment will 
receive an overall scale score and a performance level for ELA 
and an overall scale score and a performance level for math. 
Performance levels are novice, nearing proficient, proficient 
and advanced. Students also receive a score or level for each of 
the claim areas listed above. The claim performance levels are 
rated as below standard, at/near standard, above standard. The 

scale score determines the students’ overall performance. For 
an example, a student with a scale score of 2610 would have a 
performance score of proficient. Looking at the student’s claim 
scores for English language arts, they might be at/near stan-
dard in reading, above standard in writing, at/near standard in 
speaking and listening and above standard in research. 

The Alder staff prepared the students well for the assess-
ment. Students took practice and training tests prior to taking 
the actual state assessment. These practice and training tests 
afforded the students the opportunity to experience the types 
of items that they might encounter on the test as well as giving 
them the opportunity to practice using the online tools avail-
able in the online testing environment. Alder’s last year third 
and fourth-grade students did very well on the assessment. 
The percentage of students that were proficient in English 
language arts in grade three at Alder was 52 percent higher 
than the state percentages for grade three. The percentage of 
students that were proficient in math in grade three at Alder 
was 50 percent higher than the state percentage of proficient 
third graders. The percentage of students that were proficient 
in English language arts in grade four at Alder was 18 percent 
higher than the state percentages for grade four. The percent-
age of Alder fourth-grade students that were proficient in math 
was 10 percent lower than the percentage of proficient students 
at the state. Fourth grade students also took the state science 
test, a paper and pencil criterion-referenced assessment.

The classroom teachers at Alder use the information pro-

vided by the results of state assessments as well as classroom 
assessments to provide instruction to meet the Alder students’ 
learning needs.

   
Pam Birkeland

Alder School Superintendent

Buzz from the schools

Harrison 

Schools



Purchase your Virginia City License Plate, all proceeds go to the 
preservation and enhancement of Virginia City Historic Landmark

Montana Heritage Commission  |  PO Box 338  | Virginia City, MT  59755
www.virginiacitymt.com | 406-843-5247
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Superstars at state cross country
Madison County athletes race in Kalispell, many with personal records

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

Runners from Ennis, Harri-
son, Sheridan and Twin Bridges 
headed for Kalispell on Oct. 22 
for the state cross country meet. 
All teams had strong show-
ings, with many top finishes 
and team placings. Read on for 
results.

Ennis
“Our team worked so hard 

all year,” said head coach Cori 
Koenig. “We had some injuries 
and illness, but they stayed 
enthusiastic and are already 
geared up for next year.”

The Mustangs boys varsity 
team placed 12th overall, with 
Dillon Williams running an 
18:10 and coming in 24th. Max 
Trapp, who ran 18:38, which 
was a personal record, Quinten 
Hamilton and his 19:06, Wade 
Luly with a 20:51 and Wyatt 
Freson with a personal record 
of 24:49 all contributed to the 
team’s place.

Maida Knapton, the sole girl 
runner placed 21st with a time 
of 22:01. 

“All around, it was a great 
effort,” Koenig said. “It was a 
positive way to end a very good 
season.”

Harrison
Derik DeFrance was a “rock 

star” for the Wildcats, ac-
cording to head coach Kaysha 
Young. He placed fifth at the 
meet.

“He beat his goal of running 

under 17 minutes at state and 
he beat his time from state last 
year by 16 seconds,” Young said. 
“He is the first top five finisher 
Harrison had seen in a while.”

Teammate Doug Chris-
tensen also had one of his best 
meets of the year.

“He had the best kick I’ve 
ever seen from him,” Young 
exclaimed. “It was a great way 
for him to end his high school 
cross country career.”

Young said she could not 
be more proud of the Wildcat 
runners.

“They make every practice 
a pleasure,” Young said. “I’m 
beyond honored and thankful 
to be their coach.”

Sheridan
This is only Sheridan’s sec-

ond season with a cross country 
team, but you would not know 
it if you looked at their run-
ners. The Panthers placed sixth 
overall as a team.

Riain Deavel, a junior, set a 
new personal record and placed 
third. Another Panther junior, 
Ben Larsen, was just a little 
more than a minute behind, 
running a 17:57 and placing 
20th. To round out the team ef-
fort, sophomore Tyler Haag ran 
a 18:40 and placed 41st.

“The Sheridan cross country 
team started off strong and 
finished strong,” said head 
coach Myra Deavel. “We have a 
talented group of kids and I’m 
looking forward to next year.”

Twin Bridges

The Lady Falcons had a 
strong showing in Kalispell 
with a fourth place team finish.

“They didn’t know their 
team placing and how close 
they were to third until the long 
bus ride home,” said head coach 
Nancy Bell. “Just .05; that’s 
5/100 of a second that separated 
them from overtaking third 
place Cascade and a plaque.”

The whole team had solid 
races, led by Savanna Stew-
ard who finished eighth and 
earned all state honors. 

“(Stewart) a junior with 
a 4.0 GPA, also plays volley-
ball during the fall season,” 
Bell said. “She is now a three 
time all stater. (Stewart) ran a 
20:24:12.”

Teammate Mara John-
son finished second for the 
Falcons in 25th in 22:51.56. 
RaeAnne Bendon, fighting an 
injury and a head cold, com-
pleted the course in 23:30.49 
in 43rd place. Blu Keim was 
59th in 25:38.63 and Ruth 
Redfield was 64th in 26:00.29.

For the boys, senior Gar-
rett Wentzel was 58th, run-
ning the course in 19:15:47.

“Two freshmen, Rob Dale 
and CJ Wayland ran personal 
best times finishing 63rd and 
64th in times of 19:38.78 and 
19:39.65,” Bell said. “Roman 
Hendrickson, Kyle Minert 
and Noah Harbor also ran 
personal bests and finished 
89th, 117th and 121st. 
They had times of 20:37.40, 
22:50.20 and 23:10.74, respec-
tively.”

Clockwise from top right

All photos Jeremy Weber/West 
Yellowstone Star

Savanna Stewart from Twin 
Bridges.

Ben Larsen from Sheridan.

Derik DeFrance from Harrison.

Dillon Williams from Ennis.
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We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-577-2380

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: Thursday by appointment

Bozeman: Monday through Friday 
9am to 6:30pm

For information on screening mammography, 
call 406-682-6612

305 N. Main, Ennis, Montana  •  www.mvmedcenter.org

It’s about YOU.
LESS TALK. MORE ACTION.
The 5-year survival rate for breast 
cancer when caught early is 98%. 
The survival rate when it’s not 
caught early? 23%

 MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER
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Get Results.
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Dr. Maura Davenport
Madison Valley Medical Center

 
Women commonly ask me 

what they can do to prevent 
breast cancer. Interestingly 
enough, the answer is not 
mammograms. Mammograms 
do not actually prevent 
breast cancer – they simply 
allow us to find breast cancer 
earlier, catching it before 
it spreads from the breast 
to other parts of the body. 
Most breast cancers occur in 
women without a family his-
tory. So what can you do to 
prevent breast cancer?  

As women go through 
menopause, their metabolism 
slows down, which makes 
weight loss and sometimes 

even weight maintenance 
incredibly difficult. If you 
have already gone through 
menopause, obesity and peri-
menopausal weight gain can 
increase your risk of breast 
cancer. Talk to your doctor 
about strategies to pre-
vent weight gain as you go 
through menopause. This is 
important not just to prevent 
breast cancer – it decreases 
your risk for cardiovascular 
disease and diabetes too.  

Alcohol has also been 
shown to have a moderate in-
crease in the risk of develop-
ing breast cancer, especially 
in women who take hormone 
replacement therapy. Folic 
acid supplementation may 
decrease this risk, however 

since most grain products in 
the United States are forti-
fied with folic acid, it is not 
entirely clear that taking 
folic acid as a supplement 
can decrease your risk of 
breast cancer. Smoking may 
also increase your risk. This 
association is not quite as 
clear cut as alcohol intake, 
but likely does increase 
your risk. If you need help 
with smoking cessation, or 
decreasing alcohol consump-
tion, talk to your doctor; 
there are a lot of great tools 
out there to help you achieve 
your goals.  

Additionally, the use of 
hormone therapy for more 
than five years in certain 
age groups may also in-

crease risk for breast cancer, 
although this is a difficult 
topic and is best discussed 
with your primary care pro-
vider.  

On a more positive note, 
having children and breast-
feeding in your 20s instead 
of 30s has been found to 
decrease lifetime risk of 
breast cancer. Regular physi-
cal activity has a protective 
effect as well. In postmeno-
pausal women especially, 
regular exercise can infer 
a modest protective effect 
against developing breast 
cancer. A diet rich in fruits, 
vegetables, olive oil and fish 
can also confer some protec-
tive effect.  

Most of these recommen-

dations are nothing new. Eat 
healthy, exercise, try not to 

gain too much weight and 
cut down on alcohol and 
smoking. By simply mak-

ing it a goal to live a healthy 
lifestyle, you are decreas-
ing your risk of developing 
breast cancer and probably a 
lot of other medical condi-
tions as well.  

On a final note, the above 
recommendations are based 
on my evaluation of the 
current medical literature. 
Medicine changes on a daily 
basis. What is true today 
may not necessarily be true 
tomorrow, and my own inter-
pretation may be quite differ-
ent from others. If you have 
any new research on breast 
cancer prevention please let 
us know – we are always 
looking for new ways to help 
ourselves and our patients 
lead healthier lifestyles. 

How do I prevent breast cancer?

Dr. Maura Davenport

PREPARING FOR FALL
Submitted by StatePoint
 
Transition your interior 

décor when temperatures 
drop – it is a great time to 
tap into your creativity and 
make a statement. Here are 

some ideas – big and small – 
to freshen up your home this 
season.

Play with colors
When the weather is cool, 

think rich colors like plum, 

navy and amber. Bringing in 
a unique color palette will 
inspire you to make other 
changes as well, from paint-
ing a fireplace to adding an 
accent wall to incorporating a 
tile backsplash.

Make over a room
Make your home cozier by 

installing a soft, but durable 
carpet. Just remember to con-
sider your household dynam-
ics when making a selection.

“Those with pets or 
children will want to keep 
in mind that spills and stains 
can be a common occurrence 
and select a family-friendly 
carpet,” said Jennifer Ber-
trand, designer for Floor-

ing America and Flooring 
Canada.

Make life easier with ma-
terial designed to release pet 
hair and reduce pet stains. 

Pillows
Have fun turning vintage 

wool blankets into pillows. 
Or if you just want to pur-
chase items, seek out plaid 
patterns or materials that are 
full of textures and heavier 
weights.

If you have pets, be wary 
of knit pillows, as animal 
hair can get stuck in the 
material. Look for tight 
weave fabric to fit into your 
lifestyle. 

Capture some art
Update your framed 

photos around the house. If 
you have children, let them 
get creative and contribute to 
the overall design. Give them 
the phone or tablet and let 
them capture what the season 
means to them: nature, fam-
ily, friends or whatever.

Paint together
Change your front door 

color. Have fun with col-
ors like spice amber, plum, 
navy, black or whatever color 
makes your heart happy.

Or paint a piece of furni-
ture with a lacquer paint to 
add a high sheen and a fun 
splash of color.

Cooler weather means 
cozier interiors. Take steps to 
change your décor to suit the 
changing weather.

Family-friendly tips to transform your home

Get 
Results. advertise in The Madisonian 

406-682-7755



Montana
Night 
Skies

By Richard Stouffer*

Commodity Insite! News and views
by Jerry Welch

columns

This past summer, an 
unfortunate event put Mon-
tana in the spotlight of news 
all around the nation. This 
event, of course, was the Yel-
lowstone fish kill. The para-
site, which lead to the death 
of thousands of fish, has 
now been detected in several 
other rivers in Southwest 
Montana, including the up-
per and lower portions of 
the Madison. The presence 
of this parasite, however, 
should not necessarily spark 
panic in the communities 
around these affected riv-
ers. Rather, it should raise 
awareness to the root of the 
problem, and position our 
communities to think about 
the tools we need to prevent 
similar events from happen-
ing.

The microscopic parasite 
that caused the prolifera-
tive kidney disease (PKD) 
outbreak in the Yellowstone 
River is known to exist 
throughout the United States 
and Canada, and likely has 
spread from recreation and 
fishing. The presence of the 
parasite, however, does not 
signify that fish are actually 
diseased. Though scientists 
working on the Yellowstone 

outbreak believe that those 
fish were “naïve” to the para-
site, they also believe that 
one of the biggest factors 
that resulted in the outbreak 
was due to the conditions of 
the river itself. 

Around the globe, 2016 
has been the warmest year 
on record (dating back to 
1880), and that resulted in 
nearly record low flows and 
extremely warm tempera-
tures on the Yellowstone. 
Those conditions added 
stress to aquatic life, and 
resulted in diseased fish. 
We now face the question 
of, “What does this mean 
for other rivers on which 
the parasite has been de-
tected?” The answer – we 
need healthy and resilient 
watersheds. 

We sometimes don’t 
think about the value that 
a healthy watershed and 
river system provides to our 
community until there is a 
problem. That value became 
obvious when 183 miles of 
the Yellowstone River were 
temporarily closed to recre-
ation and fishing. Prelimi-
nary estimates show that this 
closure of the Yellowstone 
and its tributaries cost Park 

County businesses upwards 
of half a million dollars in 
lost revenue. One might as-
sume that impacts could be 
similar to communities on 
nearby river systems as well. 

Although we didn’t see 
impacts that compare to 
those on the Yellowstone, 
there were still some un-
favorable conditions felt 
throughout our community 
as a result of the environ-
mental circumstances we 
saw this summer. This 
should prompt us to begin 
discussing how much we 
value the health of our wa-
tershed (not just for fish, but 
for all uses). Furthermore, 
it’s an opportunity to decide 
how much we want to invest 
back into it for future insur-
ance. 

To help start this discus-
sion, the Madison Conserva-
tion District is initiating a 
multi-stakeholder process to 
help the community plan out 
its desired conditions in the 
Madison Valley. Once com-
pleted, this plan will identify 
ways to instill health and re-
siliency throughout the wa-
tershed to help prevent any 
future microscopic problems 
from having consequential 
results. If you’d like more 
information about this com-
munity planning process, 
please contact the Madison 
Conservation District, or 
look us up on the web at 
madisoncd.org.

A small parasite 
causing major pains

By Ethan Kunard
Madison Conservation District
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** China’s pork imports will fall in 2017 
from this year’s record highs, thanks to the 
boost that revived prices of the meat have 
given to domestic farmers to increase their 
hog herds. China’s recovering hog prices 
– which in June stood at 20.58 per kilo 
gramme, up 38 percent year on year – has 
encouraged producers to rebuild herds, 
which is forecast growing in 2017 for the 
first time in four years.” Agrimoney.com, 
Oct. 17

** “The (United States) soybean and corn 
crop size keeps getting bigger, according to 
the USDA/WASDE Reports Wednesday. In 
its October Supply/Demand and Crop Pro-
duction Reports, the USDA juiced its U.S. 
2016 soybean yield to 51.4 bushels per acre, 
over its September estimate of 50.6 bushels 
per acre. The USDA’s soybean production 
estimate is now 4.269 billion bushels vs. its 
4.201 billion bushels from last month. If 
realized, that would be a record-large crop. 
For corn, the USDA pegged the U.S. 2016 
yield at 173.4 bushels per acre vs. its Sep-
tember estimate of 174.4 bushels per acre. 
The USDA’s corn crop estimate is now 2.32 
billion bushels vs. the September estimate of 
15.093 billion.” Agriculture.com, Oct. 12

** “Billionaire investor Carl Icahn told 

CNBC on Monday he is ‘more and more’ 
concerned about the stock market, and many 
S&P 500 companies are ‘way overvalued,’ 
considering the risk in emerging markets.” 
CNBC, Oct. 17

** “As has been the case for some time, 
cattle prices are being hit partially by higher 
beef production, but mostly by artificial 
pressure caused by excess meat at the end 
user/retail level. Cow/calf producers have 
been in liquidation since spring/early sum-
mer, but that actually means higher produc-
tion in the initial phase. Pork and chicken 
producers have not even started liquidation. 
Combined with the higher beef supplies next 
year, we are not looking forward to 2017 
supplies or pricing. For those shocked about 
the break below $100, which we should all 
be, don’t forget that we traded cash down 
to $81 as recently as 2009. This is right in 
the $80 to $90 price range that analysts are 
throwing out for a potential low price for 
next year. Heck, this market is trying to 
price in that washout price in this quarter.” 
Rich Nelson, Alendale.

** “Sometimes, purchasing a lottery 
ticket isn’t such a bad idea. If you have 
some spare cash, and betting on a moonshot 
doesn’t make you nervous, buy natural gas 

before the winter. This could produce a big 
jackpot, if nature cooperates. Prices are still 
not far above historic lows, and winter is the 
time of year when demand can surge. Nearly 
half of all U.S. households use natural gas 
for heating, which has sent gas futures soar-
ing during many winters. The highest price 
of nearly the past eight years – $6.149 per 
million British thermal units – came dur-
ing the polar-vortex winter of 2014, which 
brought record-low temperatures across 
much of North America. That winter, prices 
climbed nearly 80 percent from early No-
vember to the mid-February peak. Just be 
careful, and don’t be afraid to rip up that 
ticket if the winter turns warm and against 
the trade … But if the winter looks cold, gas 
could get hot.”

** “Herd expansion has taken place and 
beef production is expanding quickly, but 
consumer level prices aren’t yet reflecting 
that full reality which draws concerns we’re 
not clearing beef supplies quickly enough. 
Over the past two years, retail (beef ) prices 
are down 2 percent, wholesale prices down 
23 percent and cattle prices down 35 per-
cent.” F.C. Stone, Oct. 16

** “Beef production will rise 5.2 percent 
this year and climb a further 3.4 percent in 

2017 to a five-year high, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture projects. Output is 
increasing as the cattle, hog and chicken in-
dustries expand simultaneously, leaving the 
nation set for a year of record meat produc-
tion and declining prices. Consecutive years 
of bumper grain harvests have also sparked 
expansion as feed costs fell.” Bloomberg 
News, Oct. 5

** “Only once since 2002 have hog fu-
tures traded at or below $46. A move to $50 
with hogs would be classified as a wreck. A 
move down to $46 would be called a di-
saster. But whatever unfolds in the period 
ahead, it will pale in comparison to the de-
bacle seen in the Fall of 1998 when the price 
of hogs fell to a 35 year low.” Jerry Welch, 
Commodity Insite!, Sept. 9

** “Hog prices, which have suffered their 
worst quarterly decline on record, look 
likely to fall further, U.S. officials said, flag-
ging the prospect of an extra 1bn pounds 
in domestic pork output next year. U.S. 
Department of Agriculture staff, expanding 
on price forecasts made last week, said that 
‘large hog supplies point to lower’ prices 
yet, as the market absorbs extra pork output 
stemming from herd expansion.” Agrimoney, 
Oct. 19

This, Our Valley:
By Reverend Keith Axberg

The secret of 
the closet

As we find ourselves 
approaching Halloween, you 
may have noticed more creepy 
tales being shown on television. 
Many of you probably grew up 
watching the Twilight Zone 

and Outer 
Limits, either 
in their first 
runs, or 
certainly in 
reruns. What I 
always enjoyed 
was the 
suspense and 

the exploration 
of alternate realities. They 
seldom, if ever, required the 
shedding of blood to raise 
goosebumps as we watched. 
It is in that vein I wrote the 
following story – an alternate 
to my usual column. Please 
enjoy this tale of a little girl, her 
loving father and their search 
for a monster in her room.

The door creaked open
And the man looked in

To check on Suzy,
All frail and thin.

“Did I hear you call?”
Dad asked the girl,

Who sat in bed
With golden locks a’ curl.

“There is a monster 
Here In my room.

Will you chase it out?
You may need a broom.”

Her father smiled
At his little child.

“I’ll find this beast
Whether fierce or mild.”

Her father checked 
‘neath the bed, of course,

But found no monster
Nor evil force.

He looked around
His daughter’s room with care.

Like Sherlock Holmes
He looked everywhere.

“There are no monsters
In your room so bright.

I’ve checked it all;
There’s not a creep in sight.”

“But daddy dear,”
Said his daughter, Sue,

“I know I heard it
Give a growl or two.”

Her father smiled
At his beloved child;

“I’ll check the closet
For anything wild.”

He opened up 
the closet door,

t’was quite a mess
on the closet floor.

He looked up high,
He looked down low,

He looked ‘round quick,
He looked ‘round … slow.

He found a Barbie
With dead eyes staring,

She looked at him,
Or was she glaring?

But no, she hung
upon the closet hooks
This glamorous Barbie
With her killer looks.

“I do prefer,”
Said dad to self,

“to remove this doll
From hook to shelf.”

He gently took her
Barbie bod in hand

And put her up
On her Barbie stand,

There in the closet
by his daughter’s bed.

“I’ve found no monster,”
Is all he said.

Then turning toward
His Suzy dear

Eyes opened wide
At what did appear.

Barbie sat upon
Dear Suzy’s bed,

Filling dad’s heart
With so much dread.

She glared at him
With lifeless peepers,

her lips a’ curl,
making nightmare creepers.

But Suzy sat
All quiet and droll;
“This is no monster,

Nor hairy troll;

“She is my Barbie
And I love her so,

She’s here to comfort,
So you may go.”

The mind’s the monster,
Was daddy’s thought.
His daughter’s safe,

The thought he bought.

But looking back
At his daughter dear
He saw Barbie wink;

He had cause to fear.  finis

Rev. Keith Axberg

The highlight of the Montana night 
sky for November is the increasing 
prominence of Venus in the evening 
sky. Venus is accompanied in the 
evening hours by Saturn and Mars 
for most of the month and Mars and 
Mercury toward the end of the month. 
In the meantime, Jupiter reigns alone 
in the hours before dawn. The moon 
makes a highlight of its own when it 
makes its closest approach to Earth 
since 1948 on the same day that it is 
full.

As the month begins, Venus shines 
brilliantly in the evening sky with 

much fainter Saturn about 5 degrees 
to its right. Far to the left of Venus 
is the red planet, Mars. By the end of 
the third week in November, Saturn 
becomes invisible in the solar glare. At 
about that same time, Mercury rises 
out of the solar glare in the evening 
sky, becoming visible during the fourth 
week of November. At the beginning 
of November, Venus sets almost two 
hours after the sun. By the end of the 
month, that time increases to about 
three hours after sunset. Saturn sets 
about the same time as Venus at the 
beginning of the month, but is lost in 
the solar glare by the end of the month. 
Mars sets around five hours after the 
sun all month long, but continues to 
dim as it speeds away from Earth. 
Turning to the morning sky, Jupiter 
is the only planet visible in the hours 
before dawn. At the start of November, 
Jupiter rises about 5:30 in the morning. 
By the end of the month, Jupiter rises 
about 3 a.m.  

The main highlight for the moon 
is that it makes its closest approach to 
Earth since 1948. It also makes that 
approach on the same day that it is full 
on the morning of Nov. 14. That makes 
this moon a very special Super Moon, 
which occurs when the moon is at or 
near its closest approach to Earth when 

it is full. This approach will make the 
moon appear about 7 percent larger 
and somewhat brighter than it usually 
appears when full. As for other lunar 
events in November, the thin crescent 
moon will be well to the right of Saturn 
and Venus on Nov. 1 and above Saturn 
the next evening. The moon will then 
pass to the upper right of Mars on 
Nov. 5. The moon will be to the upper 
right of Jupiter on Nov. 24 and will 
form a triangle with Jupiter and Spica, 
the brightest star on the constellation 
Virgo, the next morning. 

For meteor shower watchers, the 
annual Leonid meteor shower peaks on 
the morning of Nov. 17.  The shower is 
predicted to peak at about 15 meteors 
per hour. The moon will be near full 
and thus make seeing meteors from 
this shower a bit of a challenge this 
year. On the other hand, the minor 
shower named the Taurid meteor 
shower, has a peak spread out over the 
first half of the month. This shower 
tends to produce very bright meteors, 
so you might see a bright meteor from 
this shower in the November Montana 
night sky.

Times after Nov. 5 are given for 
Standard time as the changeover from 
Daylight time to Standard time occurs 
on Nov. 6.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
The Jefferson River, where the 

parasite was also discovered.
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comics & Puzzles

Joe Veland   

406.682.3999 
Service Work

New Construction
Remodels

PO Box 987   
Ennis, Mt   59729

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.
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682-7755

Get the 
Good News! 

www.madisoniannews.com
The local news of the Madison Valley, 

Ruby Valley and 
surrounding areas
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“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY



MARKETPLACE

View classifieds online at www.madisoniannews.com/classifieds.

the Madison County

HELP WANTED

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE APART-
MENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 
month plus security deposit, 

utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE APART-
MENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

The Madison Valley Manor is 
hiring full time and part time    
Certified Nursing Assistants.  

This is a great opportunity to work 
in a personal healthcare setting.

   · Excellent pay
   · Government retirement.

   · Benefits including life and 
health insurance. 

   · Relocation bonus. 
   · Tuition reimbursement. 
   · Free training and C.N.A. 

certification available.
If you are interested in a rewarding 

career in healthcare, Madison 
Valley Manor is the place.  
Please contact Christine 

Canterbury, DON at 682-7271 for 
more information.  EOE

 

For RENT

FOR RENT:
RV Storage in Ennis. 12'x36' and 
12'x40'. Call 581-7687
43-1-b

Place Your Classified
682-7755

for sale

estate sales

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Caretaking. Very clean, 58 year 
old man looking for caretaking 
job. Non-smoker, non-drinker, 
no pets. References available. 

Would prefer to live on property, 
but not required. Please call 

544-5850
46-tfc-b

For RENT
& Services

FOR RENT: Call Apex Manage-
ment at 682-7112 or 581-0103 for 
long term or vacation rentals in 
Ennis and the Madison Valley.
1-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 
Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 
682-7442
18-tfc-b

For Rent Near Alder: 2 BR/1 Bath 
log fenced lot. $1000 per month 
plus utilities. Call 685-3609
44-tfc-b

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. Ennis. 
682-7844
30-tfc-b

SERVICES

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Fall is ideal removing 
and pruning time!

For lease

Lease opportunity. Outlaw's Cafe 
in Virginia City. Call 843-5322
42-tfc-b

Cardwell Store is NOW 
HIRING, Part-Time - 

Dependable, team oriented, 
outgoing, cashiers, with 

exceptional customer service 
skills.  Must be willing to work 

weekends.  Starting wage 
$10.00 per hour DOE.  Stop in 

for application or 
call 406-287-5092.

45-tfc-b

Part time kitchen help wanted. 
Please call 406-682-4555.
44-tfc-b
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Place Your Classified
682-7755

1988 Ford Bronco. 351. Runs 
good. Automatic 4x4. 140,000 
miles. $2,200. Call 600-2772
50-4-p

FOR SALE! Many things in an 
old barn:  lots of scaffolding and 
masonry equipment.  Build-
ing rock gathered from all over 
Madison Valley - Call 682-7241
50-4-b

IT'S GOTTA GO SALE at 
CoverUps Gifts and Embroidery, 

110 E. Main Street, Ennis. 
50% off inventory. Cash only.

51-4-b

wanted

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Town of Virginia City is seeking 
a Public Works Director. This 
is a full time position starting 
January 1, 2017. Applicant must 
be willing to work 8 hours a week 
from November 1, 2016 through 
December 31, 2016 for training 
purposes. This position requires 
residence in Virginia City. Inter-
ested persons may contact the 
town of Virginia City for more 
information 406-843-5321
51-20-b

Sheridan School District No. 5 is 
accepting applications for the fol-
lowing positions for the 2016-17 
school year:  Assistant Varsity 
Boys’ Basketball Coach, Head 
Middle School Boys’ Basketball 
Coach, Assistant Middle School 
Boys’ Basketball Coach, Route 
Bus Driver, and Accompanist.  
Information and employment 
applications can be obtained on 
the Sheridan Schools Website 
www.sheridan.k12.mt.us.  If you 
are interested in applying for this 
position, you may also contact 
Rebecca E. Larsen, District Clerk, 
Sheridan Schools, PO Box 586, 
Sheridan, MT 59749, or call (406) 
842-5302.
52-2-b

Help Wanted
Looking for the right person 
to work front desk. Part time, 
must be available evenings and 
weekends. Apply in person only 
at Fan Mtn. Inn. Also, part time 
housekeeping available through 
fall season.
52-2-b

Senior Bowlers 
55+, Monday Mornings
9:30 am. Ennis Fish Bowl
682-7406
52-2-p

MTX RANCH
NO HUNTING

NO TRESPASSING
Ranch Property Adjacent to 

Williams Creek Rd
Brown's Gulch Rd

and within Linder Gulch
is PRIVATE PROPERTY 

POSTED AND PATROLLED
52-4-p

FOR RENT
3 Bedroom/2 Bathroom.  McAl-
lister, North Meadow Creek. 
$1200, Pets negotiable. 581-3963
52-2-b

auction

notice

FREE Technology Classes 
offered by 3 Rivers Communications

To sign up: Call or email Susan at 3 Rivers 
467-4133 • susan.wilson@3rivers.coop

 

9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. • Windows 10       
Come learn how to navigate this new operating system.  It looks dif-
ferent than XP or Windows 7, but once you learn the basic navigation 
tricks it is easy to use. There are some really great new features that 
are worth taking the time to learn!

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. • Lunch on your own

12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. • Cloud Storage
“It’s in the cloud.” But where is the cloud and what exactly does 
that mean? This session will give you an overview of the vari-
ous types of cloud storage available too you. We will discuss the 
pros and cons of cloud storage and how to make the most of it. 

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. • Microsoft Word
Microsoft Office provides the standard word processing program 
called Word.  In this session learn how to create Word documents 
tailored to fit your needs.  We will explore basic Word functions and 
how to use templates for creating certain document types.

Saturday ● November 5, 2016
Ennis Public Library Community Room • Ennis, MT

We’re on 
the web!

www.
madisoniannews

.com

Check us out!

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifi cations apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

Employment Opportunity
Ennis Schools
A position in the school lunch 
department is available begin-
ning January 2, 2017 for the 
remainder of the school year.  
Hours will be 20 per week for 
school days only.  Partial benefits 
are available.  Hourly rate will 
start at $11.40 per hour, D.O. E.  
For further information and to 
receive a district application, call 
Superintendent, Casey Klasna, at 
682-4258.
1-3-b 

HOUSE FOR RENT - Lower 
Ennis
Available: Nov 1, 2016 to about 
April 15, 2017
$1200/month.
2 Bed Rooms/1 Bath, Sleeps 4, 
New Kitchen,
Washer/Dryer, Fully Furnished, 
No Pets/No Smoking.
Included: Direct TV, WiFi, Wa-
ter/Sewer. 
Also available by the DAY/
WEEK/MONTH, year round, on 
Airbnb.com 
Call Leigh (406) 925-2393
1-2-b

Large enclosed RV garage with 
electric for rent. Also boat garage 
enclosed for rent in Ennis. 406-
628-5037
1-2-p

yard sales

Yard Sale
Saturday October 28

Power Tools - Table saw - Router 
- bits - Table Saw Blades. Hand 
tools, craft supplies, Milk paint, 
wood - hand tools, paint stain. 

8 am - 2 pm
Behind Gramma's Overflow

1-1-p 

Sale
Punching bag with gloves

Weights 10# and 20#, microbrew-
ing kit with bottles, craft table/
desk, quarters own oak buffet, 
school desk, computer console, 

skis, poles, boots, bicycle exercise 
stand, dishes, kitchen items, TV 

stand, book cases, horseshoe 
wine caddy, cosmetic cases - 
jewelry, candles, iron wheels 

(industrial)
Gramma's Overflow

119 Chowning - Ennis
1 Block behind Town Pump

498-0676
Hrs: Tuesday - Saturday

10 am - 4 pm
1-1-p 

Exercise bike for sale. Whisper 
quiet. Smooth-X-Bike brand; red.
Displays time, speed, distance, 
pulse, calories. 
Paid $180, sacrifice $125. Used 
five times, three months old. 
560-7979.

FOR RENT
Cute two bedroom cottage in 
Virginia City. $575.00 per month.   
Excellent references required.     
Phone: 843-5566 or 600-4487 
52-2-b
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Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
RE/MAX Mountain Property

Comely Way - Ennis - $198,500
•  4bd 2ba, 2280 +/- sq ft

•  walk to town, schools and entertainment
•  large rec room w/ surround sound
•  2 car garage w/ addl 12x24 shop 

• beautifully landscaped

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

Shining Mt Loop Rd – Ennis - $259,900 
• 3bd 2ba, 1800 +/- sq ft, 6.36+/- acres

• great horse property, fenced cross fenced
• covered porch, wood +electric heat
• loafi ng shed, barn, mountain views

• hiking, fi shing, hunting nearby

Bald Eagle Drive – McAllister - $299,900  
• 25 +/- acres •  3 bd, 3 ba, 3024 +/- SF
•  well maintained manufactured home

•  massive mountain views
•  NO COVENANTS great horse property

Bear Trap Grille – Ennis - $449,000
•  charming restaurant, seats 80

•  high ceilings, refi nished wood fl oors
•  turn key business downtown Ennis
•  building, equipment & furnishings

Continental Divide – Ennis - $495,000
•  turn key successful gourmet restaurant
•  .5 acre, 2100+/-sq ft, highway access

•  gaming, wine, and beer licenses available
•  mountain views, outdoor dining

Hilgard Trail - Madison River Ranches - $599,000
• 5 br 2ba 20+/- acres, 3072 sq ft log home  • 1.5 miles of 
private Madison River fi shing access • gated community, 

seasonal access • views of the Madison Range & Madison 
River • end of road privacy, lots of wildlife

Agua Lane – Ennis - $799,000
• 4bd 3ba, 3750 +/- sq ft, 2.52 +/- acres • 

panoramic views • high quality fi nishes, barn wood 
countertops • decorative rock accents throughout

• 2 car garage w/ additional 2.5 car shop

Green Acre Lane   McAllister - $1,295,000
• 4 bd, 3 ba, 3745 +/  sf •  6.91+/  acres  Madison 
Range views •  vaulted ceilings, gourmet kitchen

•  40x60 barn style shop •  all hi end detailing and 
fi nishes •  radiant fl oor heat

PRICE

REDUCED

PRICE

REDUCED

Ennis sends students to Missoula 
for punt, pass, kick competition

Photo courtesy Kelley Knack
Punt, pass and kick participants from Ennis competed two weekends ago in Missoula. Justin 
Kloote, Megan Knack, Chevy Boyko, Marisa Snider and Caden Lovett. Marisa Snider took first 
in her age division in Missoula. (Not pictured, Blayze Choquette.)

Newell promoted 
to captain
Photo courtesy Diane Kaatz
On Thursday, Sept. 22, 2016, First Lieuten-
ant Courtney L. (Kaatz) Newell was pro-
moted to the rank of Captain in the Army 
Nurse Corps. Newell is a 2008 graduate of 
Sheridan High School and a 2012 graduate 
of Montana State University College of 
Nursing. She is a labor and delivery nurse 
at Womack Army Medical Center, Fort 
Bragg, N.C. Her Captains rank was pinned 
by her husband Captain Daniel J. New-
ell, Commander, Bravo Company, 1-508 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 
82nd Airborne.    



 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Find 
Fellowship 

With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship
Joel Trenkle/Pastor

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

682-4949

​Sunday School 9:30 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday evening bible study 

and prayer time, 6 p.m
606 Comley Way, Ennis

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Pastors Travis & Kristina Walker

Office: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group Weds at 6:30 pm
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church

114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Duane Deshner

Sunday Service

10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)

Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry

Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

We are a church dedicated
to serving this valley!

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fully Accessible
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH

Joy is the best cure for your 
illness. Joy is better than a 

hundred thousand medicines 
for a sick person. If there is a 
sick person and one wishes 

to cure him, let one cause joy 
and happiness in his heart.

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

MASS TIMES
St Joseph's in Sheridan 

Sat. at 4 pm & Tues&Thurs at 7:30 am
St Mary's in Laurin 
Sunday at 8:30 am

St. Patrick's in Ennis 
Sunday at 11 am, Weds. at 9 am

Father John Crutchfield • Pastor ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Dustin 684-5255

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

All sizes available up to 1,200 square feet
Heated, insulated, large doors, half bath.
Gary at 581-3531 or Paul at 581-7878

SHOP SPACE FOR RENT IN ENNIS

Thursday, October 27, 2016 B7

Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center pro-
vides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and Com-
munity Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and up 
(spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for meals 
are appreciated.

Senior meals, Virginia City
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over will be 
served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday & Thursdays 
from 11:30 am to 2:00  for $3.50.

October 24: Broccoli Beef  supper, black bean and corn 
quinoa, cherry vanilla crisp, cranberry walnut pie 
October 26: Beef  macaroni soup, tuna Cia battalion melts, 
lemon roasted squash, peach plum cobbler, cereal brittle
October 28: Chicken pot pie, loaded twice baked potatoes, 
Apple salad, pumpkin gingerbread pudding
Cards following meal on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,  
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St. in Valley Assemply (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 
for more information.

Meals on Wheels, Sheridan
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 
years and over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose 
to eat at the senior center, family style for $3.50 or have 
their meal delivered for $4.00. Delivered meals are within 
the city limits of  Sheridan and should be called in by 10 
a.m. Call Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

ENNIS MEALS ON WHEELS, ENNIS
Tuesday-Friday 11:45 am to 12:30 pm

Reservations 682-4422
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance 
for meal delivery or if  you plan to dine in.  Ennis Senior 
center, 315 W Main Street
OCTOBER 26 - NOVEMBER 3
THURSDAY OCTOBER 27: HAM, BROCCOLI, 
CHEESE BAKE, DINNER ROLL, DESSERT
FRIDAY OCTOBER 28: FRIED SHRIMP, 
FRENCH FRIES, VEGGIES STICKS
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 1: FRENCH DIP WITH 
CHEESE, ONION RINGS, DESSERT 
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 2: CHICKEN PAR-
MESAN, VEGGIES, ROLL, DESSERT

Area Senior Meals

Peter and Wendy performance in Twin Bridges
Submitted by Kari Montgomery

When Captain Hook sends 
his right-hand man Smee on a 
quest to capture Peter Pan, it is 
seemingly business as usual … 
at first. Little does Hook real-
ize what fantastic adventures 
await him and his pirate posse 
in their search for the elusive 
Peter Pan.  

Peter and Wendy was pre-
sented at 6 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, Oct. 14 and 15 with 
Twin Bridges students and the 
Missoula Children’s Theatre.

The local cast featured 
Wylie Stockett as Peter Pan 
and Brikayla Salerno as Peter’s 
Shadow. Playing Tinker Bell 
was Mary Reynolds with 
Jasmine, McKenzie, Hunter, 
Kameron, Lexie, Turner, Ethan, 
Ryan and George as the Lost 

Boys. Ruby Waller was Wendy 
Darling and John and Michael 
Darling were played by Kyra 
Oliverson and Ben Wayland. 
Mr. and Mrs. Darling were 
played by Ethan Wayland and 
Riley Boyd with Taylor and 
Leah as Nana and Liza. The 
notorious Captain Hook was 
Bailey Stockett with Brooke, 
Cooper, Brandt, Flint, James, 
Adrienne, Avery and Andrew 
as his pirate crew. Cecelia Mad-
den was Tiger Lily and Mila, 
Kensey, Audrey, Kristen, Ayla 
and Emily were the Never-
landers with David, Haley, 
Jissica, Lily, Aiden, Maverick 
and Dawson as the Neverland 
creatures. Flying their way 
to Neverland were Eli, Paige, 
Lily, Abby, Karissa, Makayla, 
Hunter, Gus, Nathan, Reese 
and Leighton as clouds. 

Clockwise from top left, Photo courtesy Kari Montgomery
Nana, played by Taylor Yeeny, tries to get Tinker Bell, 

played by Mary Reynolds, when Mr. Darling – Ethan 
Wayland – steps in.

Hook and Peter Pan on stage, played by Bailey Stockett and 
Wylie Stockett.

The cast of Peter and Wendy.



NOTICE TO MADISON RIVER 
WATER USERS
(Pursuant to Section 85-2-233(6), MCA)
A Motion to Amend the Preliminary Decree of 
Statement of Claim 41F 110428-00 has been 
filed with the Montana Water Court by Claim-
ant Stephen P. McDonnell.
McDonnell requested to add a point of di-
version in the SENESE of Section 31, T1S, 
R2E, Gallatin County and requested to cor-
rect the legal description for 30 acres of the 
place of use from the SW of Section 10 to the 
SE of Section 9, T1S, R2E, Gallatin County.  
McDonnell has also requested an informa-
tion remark be added to the abstract of the 
claim stating water diverted from the Madison 
River in the SENESE of Section 31, T1S, R2E 
is diverted into Spring Creek (also known 
as Rey Creek and Hot Spring Creek) in the 
NWNESE of Section 20, T1S, R2E and noting 
that Spring Creek is used as a natural carrier 
to the place of use in Section 9, T1S, R2E, 
Gallatin County.
Objection Date
Any response or objection to the Motion to 
Amend must be filed with the Montana Water 
Court, PO Box 1389, Bozeman, MT 59771-
1389, by December 12, 2016 in accordance 
with Section 85-2-233(6), MCA.  A copy of 
any response or objection must be served 
on Stephen P. McDonnell’s attorneys, Dana 
Elias Pepper and Bina R. Peters, Pepper 
Law Firm, PLLC, PO Box 477, Bozeman, MT 
59771.  Please indicate “Claim 41F 110428-
00” on any response, objection or other filing 
related to this Motion to Amend.
(Published October 13, 20, 27, 2016) plf
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF MADI-
SON IN RE ESTATE OF:
ROBERT BENJAMIN SYPHERT, also known 
as ROBERT B. SYPHERT,
Deceased.
Cause No.  DP-29-2016-24
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate.  All persons having claims against 
said decedent are required to present their 
claims within four (4) months after the date 
of the first publication of this notice, or said 
claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to NANETTE 
B. PELUSO, the Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, at 1311 Schley Av-
enue, Butte, MT  59701, or filed with the Clerk 
of the above-entitled Court.
Dated:  September 16, 2016
//s//NANETTE B. PELUSO
Personal Representative
STATE OF MONTANA			 
:ss

COUNTY OF BUTTE-SILVER BOW
NANETTE B. PELUSO, being first duly 
sworn, upon oath, deposes and says:
That she has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of her knowledge 
and belief.  I make this declaration under pen-
alty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana.
//s//NANETTE B. PELUSO
Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 16 day of September, 2016.
Leaona L.Anderwald
Notary Public for the State of Montana
Residing at: Butte, Montana
My Commission expires: October 20, 2018
(SEAL)
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
Ennis, MT  59729
Telephone:  (406) 682-7878
(Published October 13, 20, 27, 2016) km
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
(Pursuant to Section 85-2-233(6), MCA)
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE'S 
SALE on February 2, 2017,  at  02:00 PM  at 
the Front Door to the Madison County Court-
house located at 100 West Wallace in Virginia 
City, MT 59755, the following described real 
property situated in Madison County, Mon-
tana:
A tract of land situated in Section 17, Town-
ship 4 South, Range 5 West, P.M.M., Madison 
County, Montana, more particularly shown as 
Lot 5 on the Amended Plat of 7M-4R Subdivi-
sion as filed in Book 4 of Plats, page 322-A, 
records of Madison County, Montana
Bret Carter and Connie L. Hill AKA Connie 
Hill, JT, WROS, as Grantors, conveyed said 
real property to First American Title Company 
of Madison County, as Trustee, to secure an 
obligation owed to American Federal Savings 
Bank, Corporation, as Beneficiary, by Deed 
of Trust on March 12, 2008, and recorded on 
March 12, 2008 as  Document No.  124997. 
The beneficial interest is currently held by 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association. 
First American Title Company, LLC, is the 
Successor Trustee pursuant to a Substitution 
of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk 
and Recorder of Madison County, Montana.
 The beneficiary has declared a default in 
the terms of said Deed of Trust by failing 
to make the monthly payments  beginning 
March 1, 2013, and each month subsequent, 
which monthly installments would have been 
applied on the principal and interest due on 
said obligation and other charges against the 
property or loan.  The total amount due on 
this obligation as of September 30, 2016  is 

$163,756.85 principal, interest at the rate of 
5.87500% totaling $35,276.12, late charges 
in the amount of $203.52, escrow advances 
of $11,525.76, and other fees and expenses 
advanced of $1,057.50,  plus accruing inter-
est,  late charges, and other costs and fees 
that may be advanced.
The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse 
such amounts as may be required to preserve 
and protect the property and for real property 
taxes that may become due or delinquent, un-
less such amounts of taxes are paid by the 
Grantors.  If such amounts are paid by the 
Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will be add-
ed to the obligations secured by the Deed of 
Trust.  Other expenses to be charged against 
the proceeds of this sale include the Trustee's 
fees and attorney's fees, costs and expenses 
of the sale and late charges, if any.
Beneficiary has elected, and has directed the 
Trustee to sell the above described property 
to satisfy the obligation.
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the beneficiary, excepting only the 
Trustee, may bid at the sale.  The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certified checks or cashier’s 
checks).  The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed without any representation or 
warranty, including warranty of Title, express 
or implied, as the sale is made strictly on an 
as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the 
sale is being made subject to all existing con-
ditions, if any, of lead paint, mold or other en-
vironmental or health hazards.  The sale pur-
chaser shall be entitled to possession of the 
property on the 10th day following the sale.
The grantor, successor in interest to the 
grantor or any other person having an inter-
est in the property, at any time prior to the 
trustee’s sale, may pay to the beneficiary or 
the successor in interest to the beneficiary 
the entire amount then due under the deed 
of trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually in-
curred and attorney’s fees) other than such 
portion of the principal as would not then be 
due had no default occurred and thereby cure 
the default.
The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be post-
poned by public proclamation up to 15 days 
for any reason, and in the event of a bank-
ruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by 
the trustee for up to 120 days by public proc-
lamation at least every 30 days.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A 
DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Dated: September 14, 2016
Kaitlin Ann Gotch	
Assistant Secretary,
First American Title Company, LLC
Successor  Trustee
Title Financial Specialty Services

PO Box 339
 Blackfoot ID 83221 
STATE OF Idaho
ss.
County of Bingham
On this 14 day of September, 2016, before 
me, a notary public in and for said County and 
State, personally appeared Kaitlin Ann Gotch, 
know to me to be the Assistant Secretary of 
First American Title Company, LLC, Succes-
sor Trustee, known to me to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing 
instrument and acknowledged to me that he 
executed the same.
Rae Albert
Notary Public
Bingham County, ID
 Commission expires:09/06/2022 
J P Morgan Chase Bank, N.A.vs Hill 100786
(Published October 13, 20, 27, 2016) mk
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Madison County Board of Commission-
ers will conduct a public hearing on Mon-
day, October 31, 2016, at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioners’ Conference Room at the 
Administrative Office Building in Virginia 
City, Montana, to receive public comment 
on a petition requesting to close a portion 
of Second Street between former Block “A” 
and the current Block 6 of the Townsite of 
Alder (Book 2 of Town Plats, page 1), and 
more particularly shown as “Second Street” 
on the 2011 plat of Book 2 Page 292, and 
which is now to become a part of Acre 
Tract 32, as also shown on said plat; and 
that portion of Third Street between Block 
6 and Block 5 of the original Townsite of 
Alder (2/1) and more particularly as “Tract 
17” on the plat at Book 2, page 292; with 
the intention to attach the adjacent 40 feet 
of this street to Lots 1 and 2, Block 6, and 
Lots 11 and 12, Block 5, all located in the 
Townsite of Alder in Section 9, Township 
6 South, Range 4 West, P.M.M., Madison 
County, Montana.
Copies of the petition are available for 
public review and comment at the Madison 
County Commissioners’ Office.
Comments on the proposal are welcome.  
Written public comments may be submitted 
or delivered to the Madison County Com-
missioners’ Office, P.O. Box 278, Virginia 
City, MT 59755; faxed to (406) 843-5517; or 
emailed to madco@madison.mt.gov.  Writ-
ten comments must be received by close of 
the October 31, 2016, public hearing.
(Published October 20, 27, 2016) mcc
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF MADI-
SON
IN RE ESTATE OF:
MARIAN JOSEPHINE MARTINSON PETER-
SON, also known as MARIAN JOSEPHINE 
PETERSON,
Deceased.
Cause No.  DP-29-2016-25
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-
named estate.  All persons having claims 
against said decedent are required to present 
their claims within four (4) months after the 
date of the first publication of this notice, or 
said claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to JEFFREY 
EDWARD PETERSON or DIANE JANETTE 
MILLER, the Co-Personal Representatives, 
return receipt requested, at P.O. Box 1103, 
Ennis, MT  59729 or 12828 – 210th Avenue, 
New Richland, MN  56072, or filed with the 
Clerk of the above-entitled Court.
Dated:  October 3, 2016
/s/JEFFREY EDWARD PETERSON
Co-Personal Representative
/s/DIANE JANETTE MILLER
Co-Personal Representative
STATE OF MONTANA
:ss
COUNTY OF MADISON	
JEFFREY EDWARD PETERSON, being first 
duly sworn, upon oath, deposes and says:
That he has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of his knowledge 
and belief.  I make this declaration under pen-
alty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana.
/s/ JEFFREY EDWARD PETERSON
Co-Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 3rd day of October, 2016.
/s/ JANET R. COOKSON
Notary Public for the State of Montana
Residing at:  Ennis, MT
My Commission expires:  1/30/2017
(seal)
STATE OF MINNESOTA	)
:ss
COUNTY OF FREEBORN)
DIANE JANETTE MILLER, being first duly 
sworn, upon oath, deposes and says:
That she has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of her knowledge 
and belief.  I make this declaration under pen-
alty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana.
/s/ DIANE JANETTE MILLER
Co-Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 19th day of September, 2016.
/s/ DESIRAE D. WAGNER
Notary Public for the State of Minnesota
Residing at: Albert Lea, Minnesota
My Commission expires: January 31, 2020
(seal)
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
Ennis, MT  59729
Telephone:  (406) 682-7878
(Published Oct 27, Nov. 3, Nov. 10, 2016) km
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Project Manager, Dennis Miotke would like 
to remind the public that all roads along the 
East Bench Canal and Laterals are not public 
roads.
These roads are for the District and the Land-
owner's use. Anyone seeking permission to 
use these right-of-ways must ask the land-
owner's permission before entering.
(Published Oct 27, Nov 3 2016) ebid
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Madison County Board of Commission-
ers will not be holding their regular Commis-
sion meeting on Monday, November 7, 2016.  

The next regular meeting following this date 
will be held on Monday, November 14, 2016.
(Published Oct 27, Nov. 3, 2016) mcc
MNAXLP

PUBLIC HEARING ANIMAL 
ORDINANCE CHANGES/ADDI-
TIONS TOWN OF ENNIS
The Ennis Town Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on November 10, 2016 @ 
6:45 p.m. @ Ennis Town Hall to receive 
public comments on the proposed Animal 
Ordinance Changes/Additions for the Town 
of Ennis. 
A copy of the proposed Ordinance changes/
additions can be picked up at Ennis Town Hall 
or Madison Valley Public Library during nor-
mal business hours. 
Public comment may be given at the meeting 
or submitted in writing by sending it to: Town 
of Ennis, 328 W. Main St., Ennis, MT. 59729. 
Written comments must be received no later 
than 3:00 p.m., November 10, 2016. 
(Published Oct 27, Nov. 3, 2016) toe
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Montana Department of Natural Re-
sources and Conservation (DNRC) will be 
holding a public meeting to solicit public 
comments on the proposed SRI River Hold-
ings, LLC (SRI) (formerly known as Hamilton 
Ranch)/DNRC land exchange.  The meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, November 1, 2016 
from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Montana Room at 
the Twin Bridges High School.
The proposed land exchange is comprised 
of approximately 611 acres of state trust land 
in Madison County.  523 of those acres are 
located in the W1/2, W1/2 E1/2, NE1/4 NE1/4, 
Section 20 T3S R6W.  8 acres are located in 
a portion of the NW1/4 (north of the Melrose-
Twin Bridges Road to be determined by 

survey), Section 29 T3S R6W.  80 acres are 
located in the E1/2 NE1/4 on the Jefferson 
River (less the Jefferson River bed), Section 
16 T3S R6W.
The above state trust land is proposed to be 
exchanged for approximately 861.48 acres of 
SRI land.  630 of the SRI acres are located in 
the W1/2, SW1/4 SE1/4, NE1/4, E1/2 SE1/4, 
NW1/4 SE1/4 (two described parcels) Section 
30 T1S R7W in Madison County.  111 acres 
(to be described by survey) are located on the 
Big Hole River near Pennington Bridge, Sec-
tion 11 T4S R7W in Madison County.  120.48 
acres are located in the SE1/4 NE1/4, E1/2 
SE1/4, Section 25 T1S R8W in Butte-Silver 
Bow County.
The purpose of the proposed land exchange 
is to provide greater management flexibil-
ity for both the private landowner and state 
owned land, improve hunting safety zones 
near ranch residences, provide access for 
the public to currently inaccessible federal 
lands, and provide greater financial return to 
the state trust.  
For any questions, contact:
Tim Egan, Unit Manager
DNRC - Dillon Unit Office 
840 North Montana St
Dillon, MT  59725  
tegan@mt.gov
(Published Oct 27, 2016) dnrc
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICES

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

ConstruCtIon
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NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING COULD MAKE 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS...

AND DOING BUSINESS
More than 6,500 people are waiting to read about your business!
We reach more area residents and visitors than any other local media. Contact us 
today to find out how our print and online advertising solutions can help your business thrive!

406-682-7755
s.hill@madisoniannews.com

for the week of OCtober 27, 2016

SPRAY FOAM
INSULATION

Free Estimates
Quincy, 406-539-4387

Andrew Housman, 406-490-8504

Klasen Septic
WINTER IS COMING!
Need your septic tank pumped NOW?

We’re available! 
Call for a quote.

We also rent portable toilets.

683-2063   OR   925-1076

Interior/Exterior • Painting/Staining
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Prefinishing of Mill Work

Media Blasting • Chinking

H.F. Hardy
Painting & Decorating

paintdock @3rivers.net 
842-5119 • Sheridan

PPG and Akzo 
Nobel Products 
available at our 

retail store: 
The Paint Dock

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.



Madison County Sheriff’s Dispatch Log
October 6 – October 22, 2016

It takes more  
   than experience.

firstinterstate.com

It takes expertise. And to get the job done right, you’ll want someone 
behind the scenes helping to navigate the path. So whether it’s saving 

for retirement or simple peace of mind—it’s you and      together.

Call a Personal Banker in your area:

BELGRADE - 98 N. Broadway, 406-388-4283 
BOZEMAN GALLATIN - 2023 Burke St., 406-556-1058

BOZEMAN MAIN - 202 W. Main, 406-556-4900
BOZEMAN MSU CAMPUS - 268 Strand Union Bldg., 406-586-0757

BOZEMAN WEST - 2800 W. Main, 406-586-4555
ENNIS - 118 W. Williams St., 406-682-3124

Thursday, October 27, 2016 B9

Around the 
County

Veterans tea in 
Sheridan

Submitted by Sally Schendel
Sheridan Schools

Sheridan Schools is host-
ing its annual Veterans Day 
tea on Wednesday, Nov. 9 
at 9 a.m. in the elementary 
lunchroom. Coffee, tea and 
cinnamon rolls will be served. 
As a special event, the Patch-
work Pals Quilt Guild of the 
Ruby Valley will be presenting 
Quilts of Valor to our World 
War II veterans this year. All 

are welcome to come show 
their appreciation for our local 
veterans. Sheridan Elementary 
School is located at 211 Madi-
son Street, near the hospital.  

Ancestry.com at 
the Thompson-
Hickman County 

Library
Submitted by Jack Albrecht
Thompson-Hickman County 

Library

Search for your roots at the 
Thompson-Hickman Madison 
County Library. The library 
has purchased a one-year trial 
subscription to Ancestry.com, 
library edition. Accessible 
only at the library, the pro-
gram is distributed exclusively 
by ProQuest and is powered 
by Ancestry.com, delivering 
billions of records in census 
data, vital records, directories, 
photos and more. Visit us 
today to get started. Our hours 
are Monday 10 a.m. – 7 p.m., 
Tuesday through Friday 10 
a.m. –5:30 p.m., Saturday 10 
a.m.  – 2 p.m. 

10/16
Animal Complaint on 

Shining Mountains Loop Rd 
Ennis

Accident at Armstrong Rd 
& MT Hwy 359 Cardwell

Medical Aid on US Hwy 
287 MM 32 Cameron

Vandalism/Criminal 
Mischief at W Grizzly St & S 
Charles St Ennis

Wildlife Complaint on En-
nis Lake Rd McAllister

Accident on MT Hwy 84 
MM 1 Norris

Suspicious Circumstances 
in 600 Blk Beaverhead St En-
nis

10/17
Attempt to Locate on Bieler 

Ln Sheridan
Assault in 100 Blk Harrison 

St Harrison
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 200 Blk Ruby St Sheridan
Theft Complaint in 100 Blk 

N Main St Twin Bridges
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 100 Blk W Ennis St Ennis

10/18
Traffic Complaint on MT 

Hwy 287 MM 25 Laurin
Animal complaint on Fly-

fisher Ln Alder
Standby to Assure Peace on 

Bronco Rd Ennis

Accident at Main St & 6th 
Ave Twin Bridges

Suspicious Circumstances 
in 400 Blk Middle Rd Sheridan

10/19
Accident on US Hwy 287 

MM 42 Ennis
Theft in 100 Blk W Main 

St Ennis
Theft in 300 Blk Wisconsin 

Creek Rd Sheridan
Standby to Assure Peace on 

Wapiti Ln Ennis
Citizen Assist in 100 Blk S 

Third St Ennis
Wildlife Complaint on MT 

Hwy 287 MM 35 Sheridan

10/20
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 200 Blk N Main St Ennis
Dog Complaint in 200 Blk 

W 9th Ave Twin Bridges
Fraud on Wisconsin Creek 

Rd Sheridan
Traffic Complaint on US 

Hwy 287 MM 77 Harrison
Medical Aid in 300 Ruby St 

Sheridan

10/21
Suspicious Circumstances 

on MT Hwy 359 MM 9 
Cardwell

Suspicious Circumstances 
in 100 Blk E First St Ennis

Accident on US Hwy 287 

MM 16 Cameron
Accident on MT Hwy 41 

MM 51 Silver Star
Disturbance in 400 Blk MT 

Hwy 359 Cardwell
Trucking Complaint on US 

Hwy 287 Norris
Wildlife Complaint on MT 

Hwy 287 MM 6 Ennis
Wildlife Complaint on MT 

Hwy 287 MM 24 Alder

10/22
Abandoned Vehicle at Mill 

St & Elser Ln Sheridan
Traffic Complaint on MT 

Hwy 84 MM 5 Norris
Accident on MT Hwy 41 

MM 26 Twin Bridges

Wildlife Complaint on MT 
Hwy 41 MM 56 Silver Star

Trespass Complaint on MT 
Hwy 287 MM 20 Alder

Accident on US Hwy 287 
MM 55 McAllister

Suspicious Circumstances 
on W Canyon Rd Ennis

Abandoned Vehicle Out of 
County

Accident on MT Hwy 287 
MM 16 Nevada City

Suspicious Circumstances 
on Ruby St Sheridan

The Madison County 
Sheriff ’s Office responded to 79 
calls for service from Oct. 16 – 
Oct. 22, 2016.

Hunter participation up 
during antelope season

Submitted by Andrea Jones
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

Biologists report antelope 
season hunter participation is 
up in Southwest Montana given 
early data gathered at the Kidd 
check station south of Dil-
lon on opening weekend and 
anecdotal reports from around 
the region. 

Specifically, at the Kidd 
station on Oct. 8 and Oct. 9, 
staff spoke with 251 antelope 
hunters. 158 harvested at least 
one antelope. A total of 173 
antelope were checked over the 
weekend leading to an over-
all success rate of 63 percent, 
up from 61 percent the year 
before. 

Area biologist Dean Waltee 
said weather conditions and 
population numbers contrib-

uted to hunter success, and said 
even the unsuccessful hunters 
saw antelope during their out-
ings.   

“All but a few hunters 
reported at least observing 
antelope, and only 1 
percent saw no game 
animals at all,” said 
Waltee. 

In general, Waltee 
advised hunters to 
avoid large crowds to 
improve the experi-
ence and chance of 
harvest – especially 
on opening weekend.

Waltee also 
reminded hunters 
they are required to 
stop at check stations 
whether they were 
successful or not, and 
that they need to keep 

evidence of sex naturally at-
tached to one hind quarter of a 
headless or quartered big game 
animal, or to a muscle from 
one hind quarter of a boned 
out big game animal.

Book fair in 
Sheridan

Submitted by Gayle Walter
Sheridan Schools

“What Arrrgggh You 
Reading,” was the theme for 
Sheridan’s Fall Scholastic 
Book Fair. The Sheridan El-
ementary School Library was 
decorated in a pirate theme 
and included books for all 
readers, ranging from pre-
kindergarten to high school 
and was held on Thursday, 
Oct. 6 during parent/teacher 
conferences. The book fair 
brought in eager readers of 
all ages, along with parents, 
siblings and even grandpar-
ents.

New to the book fair was 
teacher’s wish lists. All teach-
ers were invited to preview 
the book fair and write down 
books they desired to put 
on their wish list for their 
classrooms. Several generous 

donations were made and 
many classrooms got a new 
book or two for their class-
room collection.

All proceeds from the 
book fair went to the Sheri-
dan library. 

“Scholastic dollars help 
bring new books and re-
sources to our library every 
year and would not be suc-
cessful without our generous 
supporters,” said Gayle Wal-
ter, assistant librarian. “For 
future book fairs, I envision 
more advertisement to attract 
our community, not just our 
school community. The fair 
is such a fun way to get chil-
dren excited about reading 
and encourage adults to be 
supportive of young read-
ers. I can’t think of a more 
universal gift than a book – it 
really is the gift that keeps on 
giving.”



Go to outpostevents.net for a complete listing of events
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LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY 5:30 – 7:30 PM
COME JOIN THE FUN, LISTEN TO SOME GREAT MUSIC AND 

ENJOY SPIRITS WITH A WESTERN FLAVOR!!

FRIDAY OCT 28TH: FAN MOUNTAIN FROG DOGS

FRIDAY NOV 4TH: AARON WILLIAMS 
FRIDAY NOV 11TH: ED & KATIE COYLE

FRIDAY NOV 18TH: FOOLS GOLD

FRIDAY NOV 25TH: MATT GABRIEL 
FRIDAY DEC 2ND: LEFT FOR DEAD

FRIDAY DEC 9TH: DAVE HORTON

ASK ABOUT OUR WEEKLY BOTTLING PARTIES 

682-4023
115 Main St., Ennis, MT

Evenings: Adults $8  • Children (12 & under) $6 Show time at 7:15 pm, 
Box Offi ce opens at 6:30 pm

Find us on at Madisontheatreennis

 Friday & Saturday 7:15 pm    Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

www.ennismovies.com

MISS PEREGRINE‛S HOME FOR 
PECULIAR CHILDREN (PG-13)

Friday, October 28 - Sunday, October 30, 2016

COMING SOON:
DEEPWATER HORIZON (PG-13), INFERNO (PG-13) 

THE ACCOUNTANT (R)

NORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGS

FALL HOURS
Thurs-Fri-Mon 4-10
Sat & Sun 10-10
norrishotsprings.com

406.685.3303

    HOURS:

Fri 10/28 Shea Stewart   

Hill Country Blues/Americana

Sat 10/29 Tom Kirwan  

Folk/Country/Americana

Sun  10/30 Mathias
Acoustic Rock

MUSIC THIS WEEKEND:   

June-Aug
10 am-10 pm

Ralph 
Hamler

licensed sanitarian
Septic Application 

& Design
 406-842-5788 

Cell: 406-596-0437
Sheridan, MT

ralphhamler@gmail.com
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Modern Design 
in Madison 
County
406 209 8330

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation, 

Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

B10

Christensen
R e n t a l s

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by noon and return 
Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
Fall Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

ChristensenChristensen
Landscape • Lawn & Garden

Home Improvement & Construction
Landscape • Lawn & Garden

Home Improvement & Construction
Landscape • Lawn & Garden

3793 US Hwy 287 N  
Cameron, MT  |  682-4555

C a m e r o n ,  M o n t a n a

Halloween 
Party!

Sam Platts & 
The Kootenai Three

October 29 • 7:30 pm

WEDNESDAY
OCTOBER 26

Celebration, Twin 
Bridges

All are welcome 
to attend the Ruby 
Valley Healthcare 

Foundation’s capital 
campaign celebration 

at 6 p.m. at The 
Round Barn, 2 miles 

north of Twin.

Dinner, Sheridan
Senior Harvest Dinner 

at the Sheridan 
Elementary School at 
5 p.m. Call 842-5302 

for reservations or 
more information.

Soil health 
workshop, Dillon
This workshop will 

feature grazing 
expert, researcher, 
rancher and author 

Jim Gerrish. The 
workshop will focus 

on improving soil 

health and increasing 
financial returns 

through managed 
grazing in the Lewis 

and Clark Room at the 
University of Montana 
– Western at 9 a.m.

THURSDAY
OCTOBER 27

Meeting, Four 
Corners

Monthly Mad Gals 
meeting at Betty's 

Kountry Korner Kafe 
in Four Corners at 

12:30 p.m.

Shape Up, Ennis
New workout class 
for seniors at the 
Madison Square 

Athletic Club every 
Thursday at 9 a.m. 
The class focuses 

on a combination of 
stretching and toning. 
Please call 682-4560 
for more information 

on the class.

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 29

Halloween fun, 
Virginia City

Carnival games with 
a Halloween flair. 
Costume parade, 

prizes, candy, 
pumpkin decorating, 
spooky food and a 
scary movie. Safe, 

Halloween fun for the 
little ones upstairs at 
the Virginia City Elks 

Lodge.  4-7 p.m.

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 30

Harvest dance, 
Whitehall

Come join the 
Whitehall Rotary and 

Interact Club for 
their second annual 
Harvest Dance. Live 

music will be provided 
by the Little Boulder 

River Band. The event 
will run from 4:30-7:30 
p.m. at the Whitehall 
Community center.

MONDAY
OCTOBER 31

Halloween fun, Ennis
Halloween carnival 

and bingo hosted by 
the Ennis Lion’s Club. 
Kid’s carnival in the 

elementary gym from 
6-8 p.m. and bingo in 
the cafeteria from 7-9 

p.m.

Trunk or treat, Ennis
Halloween Trunk-or-
Treat sponsored by 
the LDS Church. 5 

p.m. soup and bread 
dinner. 5:30 p.m. trunk 

or treating for all ages 
in church building 

parking lot.

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 3

BAH, Ennis
Business After Hours 

at Braggin’ Rights 
Guns from 5-7 p.m.

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 5

Craft fair, Sheridan
Fourth annual craft 

fair at the elementary 
gym beginning at 
10 a.m. For more 

information contact 
Robin at 596-1201.

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 6

Meet and greet, Twin 
Bridges and Ennis
Meet and greet with 
Greg Gianforte and 
Lesley Robinson at 
The Shack in Twin 

Bridges at 12 p.m. and 
at the Ennis Senior 

Center at 4 p.m.

MONDAY
NOVEMBER 7

Wild bird discussion, 
Ennis

Come join in on a 
discussion led by 
Marc Elser on tips 

for feeding wild birds 
at 7 p.m. at the high 
school. Call Cori at 
682-4258 for more 

information.

TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 8

Election Day, 
Everywhere

Reminder to head to 
the polls and vote!

WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 9

Veterans Day Tea, 
Sheridan 

Coffee, tea and 
cinnamon rolls will 

be served while 
we honor our local 
veterans for their 
years of service. 

Patchwork Pals Quilt 
Guild of the Ruby 

Valley will present 
Quilts of Valor to our 
WWII veterans at the 
elementary school at 

9 a.m.

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 10

Book club, Ennis
Book group 

discussion of "The 
Art of Hearing 

Heartbeats" by Jan-
Phillipp Sendker.  
Discussion led by 
Lucy Ennis at the 

MVPL at 1 p.m.

Dinner, Ennis
A dinner celebrating 

the 241st birthday 
of the United States 
Marine Corps at the 
Longbranch Saloon 

beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
All branches of the 
military and patriots 
alike are invited to 

celebrate this event.

Public hearing, Ennis
The Ennis Town 

Commission will hold 
a public hearing at 

the town hall at 6:45 
p.m. to receive public 

comment on the 
proposed changes 
and additions to the 

animal ordinance.

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 12

Workshop, Virginia 
City

Ornament making 
workshop at 10 a.m. 
at the Elling House 

Arts and Humanities 
Center.

MONDAYS 

Commissioner’s 
Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Com-

missioners meet every 
Monday, 9:30 a.m. 

Annex Building

KnitNite, Ennis
Meets at Right Angles 
Framing and Gallery 
from 5-7 p.m. the first 
and third Monday of 

the month.

TUESDAYS

Madison County 
Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, 

Virginia City
Meeting the first Tues-
day of each month 
from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis

Meet on the second 
Tuesday of every 

month at 10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.

org

Children's Story & 
Craft Time for babies, 

Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 
10:30 a.m. at the 

Thompson Hickman 
Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia 
City

Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 

Madison County 
Library

Every other Tuesday 
night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.

For all ages and skill 
levels - Two Tables
At the Pony School

Info @ 685-3481

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come 

play tennis at the 
Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All levels 
welcome. 

Open Sew, Ennis 
Open Sew with the 
Quilt Guild- open to 

the public from 2-5pm 
at Madison Valley 

Public Library 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 

at 8:30 a.m.
Meetings at 9 a.m. 

MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 
Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and Babies, 
Ennis

Madison Valley Pub-
lic Library, 10:30 a.m. 

682-7244

Grief Support Group, 
Ennis

Everyone welcome. 
Meets every Wednes-
day, 5:30 p.m. Madi-

son Valley Baptist 
Church

Yoga, Virginia City
Gentle yoga with 

Andrea Frederick at 
6 p.m. at the library. 

Call to confirm.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 

MONTH
NO meetings June, 

July or August.

MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis

SECOND THURS OF EA. 
MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Val-
ley Manor SunRoom

Shape up, Ennis
Workout for seniors 
focusing on stretch-

ing and toning at the 
athletic club at 9 a.m.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come 

play tennis at the 
Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All levels 
welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 
a.m. Madison Valley 
Public Library.  682-

7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts 
live music in the tast-
ing room, 5:30 p.m.. 

See the weekly ad on 
this page for perform-

ers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

We’re on 
the web!

www.
madisoniannews

.com

Check us out!
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