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How well do 
YOU know 

Madison County?

THIS WEEK’S CONTEST IS 
SPONSORED BY 

Shovel & Spoon
Sheridan, MT

and
Maple' s Coffee

Ennis, MT

Devonna Owens 
knew this was 
Meadow Creek! 
Great job, 
Devonna!

and stomping on him again,” 
Thompson said. “He played 
dead and the bear left.”

Bleeding and injured, the 
man hiked out to his car and 
drove himself to the Madison 
Valley Medical Center, 17 
miles away.

According to Leona Ro-
dreick, public information 
officer for the Forest Service, 
signs indicating the closure 
are posted at trailheads and 
roads into the area.

“We patrol the area at 
times of the day and days the 
week when we know people 
are likely to be visiting the 
area,” Rodreick said. “Mostly 
to inform and educate. Most 
people are pretty good about 
respecting the closure.”

For those who may not 
respect the closure, however, 
Rodreick said fines can run 
up to $5,000 or six months in 
jail.

“The base fine typically for 
violating this closure would 
start at $100,” she said. 

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
The Forest Service implemented a closure of the Bear Creek area following a human-bear 

encounter on Oct. 1.

request an absentee ballot.
Mckenzie – As soon as bal-

lots are available here in our 
office, through absentee bal-
lots or at the polls on election 
day. Here at office on election 
day if they need to register 
too.

Mumme – At present the 
majority of our voters cast 
ballots at their polling places, 
but may also come here to 
vote when the ballots are 
available (Oct. 11), or they 
may request an “absentee” 
ballot any time from our of-
fice. The percentage of voters 
in Montana choosing to vote 
exclusively by mail increases 
every year. We must have 
written requests to issue an 
absentee ballot and voters 
may call to have this form 
mailed to them or they can 
get this at our website: madi-
soncountymt.gov.  The sooner 
you complete this form and 
return it to us, the better.

Q: Let’s talk about secu-
rity. There have been reports 
some voter database systems 
around the country have 
been hacked. What does that 
mean? How does Madison 
County secure votes?

A:
Mumme – Security is 

such an important aspect of 
our job here in the election 
office. With all of the talk of 
hacking and voter fraud, it is 
so important for our voters 
to know how seriously we 
take this responsibility. First 
of all, voters need to know 
hacking that has occurred in 
several states has involved 
voter databases, not the ballot 
tabulating systems. (Mon-
tana does not use “touch 
screen” or electronic voting 
machines.) Our Secretary of 
State’s office has taken great 
care in guiding us through the 
security steps all of us must 
take regarding the statewide 
MT Votes system. This is the 
database used to register vot-
ers, administer our elections 
and assist us in accounting for 
every single ballot we issue 
here at the office. Only elec-
tion staff is allowed to access 
this system and we have our 
own individual passwords, 
which must be changed every 

90 days. Our IT people here at 
the county are also very aware 
of security and treat it as a 
top priority. But, while this 
system has voter information, 
it has nothing at all to do with 
the ballot tabulating system. 

The optical scanner that 
counts our ballots all over the 
state of Montana (although, 
some very small counties still 
hand-tally) is not tied to the 
internet, so this makes hack-
ing much more difficult. Ad-
ditionally, the scanner is held 
in a very secure location here 
in our building where only 
election staff have access. It is 
tested for accuracy as soon as 
we get the coded media that 
is used to tabulate, it is tested 
publically before Election Day 
and again on Election Day.  
And, because Montana uses 
the optical scan, paper bal-
lots that you mark with a real 
writing implement, we always 
have a “paper trail.” If there 
ever appears to be a discrep-
ancy in our ballots verses 
the ballot report forms and 
other means of keeping track 
of your ballots, or if there is 
a power outage on election 
night, or if, heaven forbid, we 
find evidence of some sort of 
tampering or malfunction, 
we would be able to recount 
ballots. We do a central count 
in Madison County. This 
means all ballots are delivered 
here by our election judges, in 
sealed ballot boxes, for tabu-
lating on election night. 

Let me also let our elec-
tors know that in the State 
of Montana we always do a 
post-election audit. The Sec-
retary of State office literally 
“throws the dice” a few days 
after the election and chooses 
one precinct to audit, along 
with three races in that pre-
cinct. The county has an audit 
committee made up of three 
county electors who then 
hand-tally these three races in 
that precinct. We have never 
been within the margin of er-
ror (five ballots, or .5 percent) 
required to do a complete 
“recount.”

Voter fraud is another area 
of concern to many voters 
across the country. It’s a con-
cern to us here, as well, but 
we have seen no evidence that 
there has been anything like 
this being done in Montana, 

and not in Madison County. 
It should be known that try-
ing to register and vote more 
than once, and doing this on 
purpose to try to affect an 
election, is a felony. Human 
error does occur, of course, 
but that is far from “voter 
fraud.” I think it is important 
for our voters to know that 
every ballot is kept track of, 
and that with the statewide 
voter system (now 10 years 
old in Montana), it is nearly 
impossible for anyone to 
vote more than once. This is 
why you must go to a county 
election office to register as 
a new voter on Election Day 
(late registration) rather then 
going to the polls. When you 
register to vote, most of the 
time your identity is verified 
through the MT Votes system, 
which is tied to the Social 
Security Administration and 
Montana Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles. If the voter is 
registered to vote in another 
county, their registration is 
moved to Madison. So, on 
Election Day when a person 
comes in to register and vote 
who is registered in another 
Madison County precinct, or 
another Montana county, we 
hold that voted ballot “pro-

visionally.” The day after the 
election the official registers 
from these other counties, 
or other precincts here in 
Madison County, are checked 
to ensure the voters did not 
cast a ballot in more than one 
place. Also, as absentee bal-
lots are returned to this office, 
it is important to note that 
office staff checks all voter 
signatures on the return af-
firmation envelope. This sig-
nature must match the one on 
your voter registration card. 
And this envelope replaces 
the official register, so it must 
be signed by you in order for 
your ballot to be accepted. 

The entire voting process 
must be transparent, and all 
Madison County residents are 
urged to ask questions and to 
visit the office, before, during 
and after Election Day. Please 
call us if you have any ques-
tions on this topic. We are 
eager to help.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Ballots are organized by 
precincit at the election 

office in Virginia City.

VOTING from pg. 1

If you know this pretty road, give us a 
call after 9 a.m. on Oct. 14 to guess!

682-7755!
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ELECTION COVERAGE
Abigail Dennis

editor@madisoniannews.com

This year’s University of Montana journalism students produced election coverage for papers that are 
part of the Montana Newspaper Association. 

For this election, the students profiled the major-party candidates for the 
United States House, Governor, Attorney General and more.

We made the decision to run these profiles in The Madisonian to help our readers become the best in-
formed voters they can. This week, we will run the profiles on the two candidates running for Governor.

Governor’s race: Bullock vs. Gianforte

By Kasey Bubnash
Community News Service
UM School of Journalism

Steve Bullock wants his job 
back. 

After two legislative ses-
sions as Montana’s Demo-
cratic governor with a Repub-
lican legislative majority, the 
49-year-old incumbent is back 
for more. 

But this time, Bullock has a 
reputation. 

He has been repeatedly 
criticized for campaigning on a 
plan to improve roads, sewers, 
buildings and bridges in 2012, 
then vetoing a bill that would 
have done just that in his first 
session. 

His Republican opponent, 
Greg Gianforte, has attacked 
Bullock for vetoing more bills 
than any Montana governor 
only to pass bills that expanded 

health coverage to 50,000 Mon-
tanans in support of Obam-
acare. 

Gianforte charges that 
under Bullock’s leadership, 
Montana is 49th in the nation 
for wages and dead last for 
income. He says his business 
savvy will help Montanans 
more than Bullock’s political 
know-how. 

Yet to Bullock and his 
supporters, the incumbent’s 
last term was a huge suc-
cess, though not entirely. The 
compromise he backed to pass 
a new infrastructure bill failed 
by one vote.

Still, Bullock points to suc-
cesses. He said he has worked 
with Democrats and Republi-
cans to lower Montana’s unem-
ployment rate by 4.2 percent, 
and has made Montana top in 
the nation for entrepreneurs. 

Bullock also said Montana 
is not really 49th in wages, be-
cause the calculation does not 
include income from farmers, 
ranchers, entrepreneurs and 
some telecommuters. 

“In fact,” Bullock said, “by 
excluding them because they 
don’t have W-2s, it makes it all 
look like we’re making less.” 

Montana has the sixth fast-
est wage growth in the country, 
according to the latest Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry 
report. And Bullock said he has 
expanded job-training oppor-
tunities that allow graduates to 
get good paying jobs.

Bullock said more Mon-
tanans are working than ever 
before. Some 20,000 jobs have 
been created in the last several 

years, according to labor re-
ports.

Montana’s jobless rate is 
nearly a full percentage point 
under the national average, 
Bullock said, and the state has 
been named the nation’s top 
state for entrepreneurship for 
three years running by the 
Kaufmann Foundation.

But recently, the Legisla-
ture’s finance staff predicted the 
$300 million budget cushion 
Bullock insisted on last session 
would shrink by almost two-
thirds this summer due to fall-
ing revenue, mostly from taxes 
on income, oil and gas. 

That has given Bullock’s 
critics an opening to question 
the governor’s fiscal over-
sight. Administration officials 
defended their budget manage-
ment, saying that despite the 
falling numbers, the surplus 
has kept the state solvent so far.

Bullock is perhaps proud-
est of achievements made with 
help from legislative Republi-
cans. That shows his ability to 
compromise, his supporters 
said.

Sen. Jim Keane, a Butte 
Democrat, said Bullock is 
known around Helena for 
working in a more bipartisan 
way than his predecessor, 
Gov. Brian Schweitzer, also a 
Democrat. 

“I’ve heard a lot of Repub-
licans say, ‘Wow, this is way 
better because we have access 
to the governor,’” Keane said. 
“They like that he listens to 
officials on both sides of the 
aisle.”

Other achievements 
Bullock touts include record 
investments in Montana’s 
public schools, which pushed 
high school graduation rates to 
a new high. 

Still, Gianforte has criti-
cized Montana’s public educa-
tion system, noting the state 
ranks last for daily attendance.

But education remains an 
issue Bullock turns to repeat-
edly as he campaigns. 

“This isn’t political to me,” 
Bullock said. “It’s deeply per-
sonal.”

Born in Missoula and raised 
in Helena, Bullock attended 
public schools before graduat-
ing from Helena High School 
in 1984. Bullock eventual 
earned his law degree from Co-
lumbia University Law School 
in New York. 

Today, Bullock has three 
children, two girls and a boy, 
who he said inspire his political 

aspirations.   
“That’s why I got into poli-

tics,” Bullock said. “I want to 
make Montana better for my 
children than it was for me.” 

In early September, Bullock 
spoke about education before 
a small Missoula crowd, which 
also heard speeches from local 
teachers and the Democratic 
candidate for Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. He 
warned against a GOP push 
for “school choice” legislation, 
which he fears would take 
money from public schools. 

“While I think the public 
school system is a great equal-
izer, my opponent thinks it’s 
a failed experiment,” he told 
listeners. “We can’t afford to 
shut down our public school 
systems.”

Bullock also mentioned a 
$37 million preschool pro-
posal called Early Edge, which 

would create the state’s 
first public pre-school 
system. Bullock said 
Montana is one of only 
four states that have 
not invested in early 
childhood education. 

“I talk to employers 
on a daily basis,” Bull-
ock said. “They need 
highly trained employ-
ees and that’s why we 
are trying to improve 
education. I always 
aspire to do what we 
can to move our state 
forward.” 

To Bullock, mov-
ing forward includes 
protecting access to 
streams and public 
lands. 

Mitch Godfrey, president of 
the Tenderfoot Trust, worked 
with Bullock on the Tenderfoot 
Creek Land Acquisition, which 
made land along the Smith 
River public. 

“He drove up there and do-
nated his time and energy, and 
we prevailed,” Godfrey said. 
“He’s all about keeping bridges 
open and keeping people fish-
ing.”

As attorney general, Bullock 
successfully defended Mon-
tana’s stream access law, and he 
frequently attacked Gianforte 
for suing the state of Montana 
over an issue with public access 
on his own property. 

In Montana’s first guber-
natorial debate this summer, 
Gianforte called himself a huge 
proponent of public stream 
access and said he even lets the 
public access his own land. 

He looked to Bullock and 
said, “Governor, I’ve invited 
you to come out and fish but 
you haven’t shown up yet. 
You’re welcome.”

Bullock replied, “Thanks for 
the invitation, but the beauty 
is that’s a public right of way. I 
don’t need your invitation.” 

Despite the testy campaign 
and the probability that the 
next Legislature will again be 
under Republican control, 
Bullock is confident he can 
accomplish more in a second 
term. 

“I’m really pleased that 
we have been able to put the 
partisan politics aside and get 
things done,” Bullock said. 
“We’re moving the state for-
ward.”

Gov. Bullock defends record, vision 
for Montana in re-election campaign

Photo courtesy Jake Green

By Andy Bixler
Community News Service
UM School of Journalism

Greg Gianforte is all smiles.
It is early August, and he 

is walking around a Missoula 
luncheon where he is about to 
give a speech. Dressed in his 
standard blue blazer, blue jeans, 
and cowboy boots, he introduc-
es himself to nearly everyone in 
the room before he explains to 
the crowd why he wants to be 
Montana’s next governor.

“The current administration 
isn’t working,” the Bozeman 
Republican says. “The reckless 
spending and lack of account-
ability have pushed our state to 
the brink.”

That is the meat of Gian-
forte’s pitch, in which he paints 
himself as a businessman who 
has brought high-tech jobs 
to a state whose economy has 
historically been based on 
natural resource development 
and tourism.

The luncheon is one effort to 
introduce himself to Montana, 
perhaps the most important 
goal a candidate with little 
name recognition and one who 
has never held elected office.

Gianforte, 55, tells listen-
ers he and his running mate, 
Phillips County Commissioner 
Lesley Robinson, have travelled 
more than 50,000 miles to con-
trast himself as an economically 
minded shift to the right, away 
from the policies of his Demo-
cratic rival, Gov. Steve Bullock 
of Helena.

Gianforte has positioned 
himself as a job-creator who has 
made a living outside govern-
ment. Bullock, he charges, has 
been integral to the gridlock 
and partisanship that have an-
gered so many voters this cycle. 

Gianforte’s supporters point 
to his successful business career 
as proof that he is ready to man-
age Montana’s government. 

“He brings that experience 
of creating jobs averaging over 
$90,000 a year, over 500 jobs 
created in Bozeman, and this 
ecosystem of innovation and 
entrepreneurship that’s start-
ing to spread,” U.S. Senator 
Steve Daines, who once worked 
for Gianforte, told the Helena 
Independent Record earlier in 
the campaign.

Gianforte also points to his 
endorsements, which include 
business advocates and pro-gun 
groups like the NRA, as proof of 
his Republican bona fides.

The founder of RightNow 
Technologies in Bozeman, 
Gianforte earned much of his 
fortune when tech giant Oracle 
bought the business in 2012 for 
more than $1 billion. RightNow, 
Gianforte tells his Missoula 
audience, helped other compa-
nies provide a better consumer 
experience. Nike and Motorola 
were among its clients.

Gianforte’s success has fu-
eled his campaign too. Accord-
ing to records, he has contrib-
uted over $3 million of his own 
money to the effort. 

However, not everyone 
thinks being a successful 
businessman prepares one for 
public office. 

Susan Carstensen, a former 
executive at RightNow, wrote a 
guest editorial critical of Gian-
forte, saying he will not keep 
school funds in public schools, 
and that his business model 
was to help other companies 
outsource jobs.

“I don’t believe that his suc-
cess in business translates to 
success in public service,” she 
wrote.

Gianforte counters that he 
wants high tech outsourced jobs 
to come to Montana. 

Technology represents 
something of a silver bullet 
for Gianforte. An electrical 
engineer who graduated from 
New Jersey’s Stevens Institute of 
Technology, he says it is perhaps 
the best way to bring high-wage 
jobs to Montana, something, he 
says, the state sorely lacks. 

High-tech jobs and luring 
telecommuters to the state will 
help fix that, he says. The other 
fix? Deregulation. 

Gianforte traces his eco-
nomic philosophy to the late 
economist Milton Friedman, 
who emphasized free markets 
and minimal government inter-
ference. The candidate says he 
would seek to eliminate “thou-
sands” of regulations on small 
businesses, such as licensure 
rules or paperwork.  

“A strong economy creates 
opportunity for people of all 
stripes,” Gianforte says. 

But he would not change 
everything.

One act that Bullock touts 
is the passage of a Medicaid 
expansion bill in the 2015 
Montana Legislature. Gianforte 
says he would not immediately 
reverse the bipartisan legisla-
tion that extended health care 
services to thousands of poorer 
Montanans.

“I’m not going to pull the 
carpet out from anybody,” he 
says. “We have an obligation 
to take care of people, but I do 
have some concerns about pay-
ing for it.”

Yet that does not exactly 
match up with a flier sent out 
by Americans for Prosperity 
– Montana, a pro-Republican 
PAC that backs Gianforte. The 
flier criticizes Bullock for “reck-
less spending” and for approv-
ing the Medicaid expansion. 

So far Gianforte’s focus on 
the economy has worked to 
distance him from his stands on 
social issues, such as abortion 
and the treatment of Montana’s 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender residents.  

His foundation, the Gian-

forte Family Charitable Trust, 
has donated money to a cre-
ationist museum, to Pro-Life 
groups and to anti-LGBT ef-
forts, including fighting against 
a proposed LGBT anti-discrim-
ination ordinance in Bozeman. 

Last March, Aaron Flint, 
the Gianforte campaign com-
munications director, told The 
Billings Gazette that it was 
“inappropriate” to compare 
Gianforte’s charitable giving 
with his potential policies as 
governor.

Those tensions were present 
at the Missoula luncheon as 
well. During question time, a 
young woman asked Gianforte 
about his stance on Planned 

Parenthood and women’s repro-
ductive rights.

“I haven’t put any spe-
cific proposals out,” Gianforte 
responded. “But I am pro-life, 
I want to be clear about that. 
I will defend life here in this 
state.”

By late September the 
campaign had largely avoided 
heated issues. Instead, Bullock 
has repeatedly hit Gianforte for 
a legal dust-up over a recreation 
access site near his home on the 
East Gallatin River.

In 2009, Gianforte’s fam-
ily corporation sued the state 
to eliminate a public easement 
adjoining his property on the 
East Gallatin River, a popular 
fishing and recreational access. 
Bullock’s campaign says the 
incident shows that he, not 
Gianforte, will protect future 
public access.

In person and through T.V. 
ads, Gianforte says the issue has 
been distorted and that he sup-
ports public access to Montana’s 
rivers and streams.

“We had a dispute with 
(Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks), and it had nothing to do 
with access, but with a survey,” 
Gianforte has said. “No one was 
ever blocked access, and we 
never sued to block access.”

But the court documents 
do not quite match up. The 
lawsuit calls for FWP to remove 
the easement on Gianforte’s 
land due to damage being done 
to private sections of prop-
erty. However, the matter was 
resolved when fencing was 
erected to keep recreators off 
Gianforte’s land. The suit never 
came to trial.

As the August Missoula 
luncheon wrapped up, Gian-
forte lingered to talk with folks 
still hanging around, even as his 
staffers reminded him he had 
another campaign stop later in 
the evening, where he would 
discuss ways to boost Montana’s 
coal industry.

As he moved toward the 
door, someone asked about 
Donald Trump, the Republican 
presidential nominee and rival 

to Democrat Hillary Clinton. 
Gianforte pointed out the simi-
larities between that race and 
his own. 

Like Trump, Gianforte is 
a businessman running for 
office for the first time, setting 
his sights high. The choice for 
president is not a hard one, he 
said.

“Between a business guy 
who says some outrageous 
things at times, and a career 
politician who says they’re 
going to put coal miners out of 
work and take our guns away, 
the choice is easy to me,” he 
said.

In race for governor, Gianforte 
banks on business experience

Photo courtesy Jake Green
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Why vote?
G u e s t  e d i t o r i a l

Editor’s note: Two months ago, I reached out to the community with a request. I invited all of you to submit a 
piece with your feelings about voting, especially at the local level. So far, we’ve heard from county representatives, 

ranchers and community members. This week, Ron Nye, Madison County commissioner, writes to us.

OBITUARIES CON’T ON A8!
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District one should vote in best interest of county
Dear Editor,

I wonder if any, or how 
many, citizens of Madison 
County feel disenfranchised 
because the majority of us 
has no voice in electing the 
commissioner for district 
one, despite the fact that the 
commissioner-elect will be 
making choices and decisions 
for all of us in the county. 
This is the voting pattern for 
each commissioner district 
since 1994 when the elec-
torate made a reactionary 

decision to restrict voting to 
only electors of each county 
district. For those of us who 
remember that time, voters 
may have felt that there was a 
good reason for that decision, 
however parochial or short-
sighted.

Cut to 2016, when every-
one has the ability to know 
very well each commissioner 
and their record, through 
internet media or the excel-
lent reporting by The Madi-
sonian news. I have found 
Commissioner David Schulz 

to be fair, a good listener and 
work toward sound solutions. 
His untiring dedication to the 
work of Madison County is 
exemplary, as is his full atten-
tion to fiscal responsibility. 
But, regretfully, I and some 
two-thirds of the populace 
cannot be represented in this 
all-important race for com-
missioner.  

County Government 
Review is mandated every 10 
years by the Montana Con-
stitution and Montana Codes 
Annotated.

We will not have that op-
portunity again until 2024, 
since we did not choose to 
review in 2014. So, my la-
ment must malinger and wait. 
Those citizens of district one 
who have representation, 
however, will hopefully ex-
amine the candidate’s records, 
the issues and, importantly, 
the known, and vote in their 
own best interests and that of 
all county residents.

Pat Bradley 
Twin Bridges

A question for Commissioner David Schulz
Dear Editor,

I would like to address 
this to David Schulz. You 
had said in your campaign 
ad that during the primary 
in May, a very small group 
raised questions in regard 
to your values. That you felt 
to be professional, sincere 

and honest with the highest 
level of integrity regarding 
your job, family, community, 
county and country.

With that being said, 
Schulz, on the front page 
of the following week’s The 
Madisonian, it stated that 
you violated the campaign 
finance law. I would like to 

know how this falls into hon-
esty and integrity. Schulz was 
to file his campaign finance 
report in a timely matter, but 
was 21 days late in filing. So 
what I would like to know is 
how can we vote for someone 
that is not honest in getting 
things done in a timely mat-
ter? Is this how he has run 

our county while he has been 
in office? That small group of 
people now have to chuckle 
on how you use “honesty and 
integrity” in your ad. Please 
be reminded, Schulz, who 
won the primary.

Peggy Buyan 
Sheridan

Vote Judge Sandefur for Montana Supreme Court
Dear Editor,

Judge Dirk Sandefur is 
the candidate to be elected to 
serve as a Justice on Montana’s 
Supreme Court. He has more 
than 25 years of experience in 
the criminal justice system and 
has a well-earned reputation 
as a fair, impartial, indepen-
dent and thoughtful judge who 

people can trust to protect the 
rights of all Montanans. Mon-
tana is very unique in that our 
state Constitution guarantees 
us (the citizens of Montana) 
the right to access public lands 
and waterways. Judge Sand-
efur understands the impor-
tance of those rights and will 
be a strong force to protect the 
integrity of our Constitution. 

He will not be beholden to any 
special interest groups. He is a 
very qualified candidate run-
ning for an extremely impor-
tant position on the highest 
court in our state.  

I strongly endorse Judge 
Sandefur for Montana Su-
preme Court Justice and I 
encourage all Montanans to 
vote for him in the upcoming 

election on Nov. 8, 2016. The 
stakes are too high for the fu-
ture wellbeing of all Montan-
ans if an unqualified candidate 
gets elected to our supreme 
court. Vote for Sandefur for 
Supreme Court Justice.

Mark Savinski
Sheridan

I am voting Cooper for the Public Service Commission
Dear Editor,

 I am voting for inde-
pendent candidate Caron 
Cooper for the Public Ser-
vice Commission, District 3. 
The PSC regulates privately 
owned monopolies that pro-
vide public services, such as 
energy and telecommunica-
tions and oversees safety of 
Montana’s intrastate and gas 
lines. 

Cooper is uniquely quali-

fied for this position, as a 
trained engineer (bachelor 
of science at Cal Poly), en-
ergy economist (PhD, Berke-
ley), international consultant 
to World Bank and USAID 
in Russia, working on post-
Soviet power sector projects.  
n Livingston, she founded 
the Thrift Store, which has 
sent over $300,000 back to 
that community.

Goals? She believes Mon-
tanans deserve a voice in 

PSC decisions; she will strive 
to give alternative/renewable 
energy a level playing field 
with other fuels; she will ad-
dress corporate influence of 
the PSC (in previous elec-
tions three of five current 
PSC members have taken 
donations from the indus-
tries they regulate).

Cooper cares about a 
balance of energy ,which 
will keep high tech indus-
tries which want to gener-

ate their own power com-
ing to our state. She knows 
our dispersed population 
needs dependable internet 
services. She is a proven suc-
cessful businesswoman, has 
the technical skills to tackle 
power development and 
distribution and is a hard 
worker for the public good. 
She needs your vote, too.

Sally Dickinson
Bozeman

Why should you vote? 
This is a question that I 
believe is shared by many at 
one time or another. I think 
too often we tend to ignore 
the facts and let our preju-
dice prevail. Actually, it is 
an easy question to answer. 
It is the process that people 
use to choose their leaders 
and public issues. We have 
the good fortune of living in 
a democracy, which gives us 
the privilege to vote. How 
many people in the world 
live under a dictatorship and 
cannot vote or have their 
voting privileges so re-
stricted that their vote does 
not count? I do not have the 
answer to that question, but I 
would bet if they were given 
the opportunity to vote, 
they would. This year, we 
have a presidential election 
and I hear lots of negative 
comments – bad choices for 

candidates, it will be decided 
before I vote, etc. I say, rise 
above it. Somewhere on that 
ballot is a race, an issue or 
something that can and will 
affect our lives, our children 
and our grandchildren. We 
need to vote to protect our 
young children, because they 
cannot.

A few years ago, I had 
the good fortune to visit 
Washington, D.C., and while 
there, visited Arlington 
Cemetery. What a humbling 
experience. To drive through 
and see all of the markers for 
those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for us to have the 
privilege to vote.  

I think maybe the best 
reason is if you do not vote, 
you cannot complain. One of 
my good friends always says, 
“I like to complain, it’s one 
of the few things that I am 
good at!”

Voting is a way of speak-
ing your mind. Your vote is 
your voice. Voting is our way 
of telling our elected officials 
if we approve or disapprove 
of their performance in of-
fice. 

Another negative com-
ment I hear about voting is 
that the process is rigged. I 
interpret that as the checks 
and balances that protect 
the integrity of the elec-
tion are either not enforced 
or not administered in the 
right way. I can assure you 
in Madison County, none 
of that is true. I have been 
part of vote canvassing with 
our Clerk and Recorder and 
she has a passion for doing 
this process the right way. I 
think she will write an article 
about this process shortly, 
so I will not interfere by 
making any more comments 
about the voting and ballot 

process. It is my hope that 
this short article will encour-
age you to get out and vote. 
After all, it is a privilege and 
in my opinion, your duty! 
Besides, all of this it is easier 
today than ever, call for an 
absentee ballot and it will be 
delivered to your residence, 
do your thing and the mail 
person will pick it up. Some 
view Election Day as a time 
to socialize. See your neigh-
bors and friends while you 
are out voting. Besides that, 
someone usually has a bake 
sale … how could anyone 
resist? Happy Election Day! 
If you do not vote, someone 
else will, and you may not 
like the outcome, so stay 
involved – vote!

Ron Nye 
Madison County 

Commissioner
Twin Bridges

Delbert Wiggins
November 21, 1933 –2016

Delbert L. Wiggins, age 82, of Ennis passed away recently at his home. 
Delbert was born Nov. 21, 1933, at Sunkist, Okla., to James and Gladys (Lovett) Wiggins. As a young boy, the fmaily moved to 

Texas and later to Bakersfield, Calif., in 1938. He attended school in Bakersfield and then joined the United States Navy serving 
during teh Korean Conflict. After his service, he returned to California to build homes with his father.

He enjoyed golfing with his sister, fishing and hunting.
Delbert was preceded in death by his parents, two brothers and a son. 

Survivors include his three children, a sister and brother-in-law, Sue and Mel McCall of Ennis, and numerous nieces, nephews 
and cousins. 

Cremation has taken place and no services will be held.
K&L Mortuaries and Crematory of Ennis is assisting with arrangements.
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& sports:
VOLLEYBALL ROUND UP
Cross county action: Twin Bridges defeats Sheridan, loses to Ennis

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

It has been a good month for Madison County volleyball fans, 
as teams travel back and forth for rivalry games before the district 
tournament, which begins on Oct. 27 in Butte. With two in-coun-
ty games every week this month, Madison County athletes have 
seen lots of play.

Last week, the Twin Bridges Lady Falcons were on the road as 
they traveled to Sheridan and Ennis. Currently, Ennis and Twin 
Bridges are ranked first and second in the district standings, while 
Sheridan is sitting at number five and Harrison rounds out the 
Madison County teams, standing in sixth.

First up for the Falcons was a four set match against the Lady 
Panthers. While both teams looked good out of the gate, Sheridan 
took early control of the game.

The Lady Panthers were on fire as they were able to control 
their serve receive and get some big hits to their middle hitters, 
seniors Tionna Schwend and Janie Smart. Fueled by the cheers 
from the crowd, the Lady Panthers took the first set by seven 
points, rattling the Lady Falcons. The momentum carried into the 
second set as the Panthers once again took early possession of the 
game and put 11 points on the board before the Falcons could 
answer.

Thanks to a serving streak by Savanna Stewart, the Falcons 
were able to gain control and take over the rest of the match, de-

feating the Panthers in four sets.
“They started out strong but struggled with their serve receive 

and mentally couldn’t come back,” said head coach April Wuelf-
ing.

Smart and Schwend ended their night with five kills. Smart 
also contributed three blocks while Schwend added one and led 
the team with four aces. Sophomore Ashton Sheffield played well 
from the back row, contributing to the team’s digs and grabbing 
three aces for the Panthers.

Stewart led the way for the Falcons, contributing multiple 
assists and digs beside her 10 aces, while Kailee Oliverson and 
Riah Edsall each put up one block and seven and 10 hits from the 
middle of the net, respectively.

After their win against the Panthers, the Falcons traveled over 
the hill to take on the number one seed, the undefeated Ennis 
Mustangs.

Oct. 6 was pink out night in Ennis and both the teams donned 
pink jerseys in honor of Breast Cancer Awareness month, while 
the crowd also got in the spirit, filling the gym in a sea of pink.

After a special performance of the National Anthem by the 
Madison Wranglers 4-H Club, both teams were 
ready to duke it out on the court.

Ennis continued to prove why they are 
number one as they defeated the Falcons in 
three sets.

Jourdain Klein and Danyel Martin once 
again paved the way to victory, acting big at 
the net and taking home 10 and nine kills, 
respectively. Klein also contributed with four 
blocks.

Seniors Brigit Croy and Ana Garcia both 
had a great night of play as Croy, who plays all 
around the court, dug up seven Falcon attacks 
and netted two blocks. Garcia, the Mustangs’ 
defensive specialist (libero) had a serving 
streak toward the end of the final set, placing 
the ball wherever her coach asked.

“Stand and drop it in the middle,” instruct-
ed head coach Betty Klein, as Garcia stepped 
behind the serving line.

The Lady Falcons put up a good fight 
against the Mustangs – Oliverson led the team 
in kills and blocks with nine and two, respec-
tively, while Mara Johnson grabbed two aces 
for the team.
Sheridan vs. Twin Bridges: 25-18, 17-25, 
7-25, 9-25
Ennis vs. Twin Bridges: 25-20, 25-10, 25-17

TWIN BRIDGES
After going 1-1 for the week, the Falcons 

were able to snag another W as they defeated 
the Drummond Trojans in four sets on Oct. 8. 

Oliverson had nine kills and six aces against 
the Lady Trojans, while senior Brooke Schan-
delmeier contributed six kills, six digs and six 
aces for the Falcons.

Twin Bridges vs. Drummond: 25-20, 15-25, 25-23, 25-16

Upcoming games
Harrison will host two county games this week as they wel-

come Sheridan on Oct. 13 and Ennis on Oct. 14. 

As of The Madisonian’s press time, scores from last week’s games 
for Harrison had not been submitted.

LEFT
Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian

Jourdain Klein, right, forces down a point against Twin 
Bridges Kailee Oliverson.

RIGHT
Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian

The Lady Panthers celebrate a win in the first set against the 
Lady Falcons.

Football round up
Falcons, Mustangs victorious; Panthers fall to Noxon

Abigail Dennis
editor@madisoniannews.com

An early release from school on 
Friday, Oct. 7, filled the Sheridan 
stadium with fans as the Panthers 
faced off with the Red Devils from 
Noxon. Shouts of “SHS, YES!” got 
progressively louder, heralding the 
start of the game. 

The Panthers kicked off, and 
the Red Devils got to work, scoring 
on their first possession, but Sheri-
dan kept them out of the end zone 
for the conversion.

When the Panthers got the ball 
back, they inched it downfield 
before launching a long pass to 
Kenny Foster, who ran it in for a 
touchdown, tying the score at 6 
with 7:46 left in the first quarter. 

The Panther defense got to 
work, preventing the Red Devils 
from scoring on their next posses-
sion. Then, the same issue that has 
plagued Sheridan all season struck 
again – injury.

Quarterback Jason Chisholm 
went down after a hard hit and was 
helped off the field to applause.

As the first quarter wound 
down, the teams traded fumbles 
and turnovers – Sheridan’s tough 
defense swarmed the Red Devils 
every time they had the ball. At the 
top of the second quarter, Noxon 
gained momentum, scoring a quick 
touchdown, then intercepting a 
Panther pass and scoring again, 
extending their lead by 16 points, 
6 – 22. 

Sheridan’s struggles with 

fumbles and injuries persisted 
through the rest of the first half. 
Junior Isaiah Galiger took a hard 
hit and was out for the remainder 
of the game.

Though the Panther offense had 
difficulty holding onto the ball, 
Sheridan’s defense stuck to it like 
glue, holding Noxon to 49 points 
at the final buzzer, despite the Red 
Devils’ multiple attempts to get to 
the end zone. 

TWIN BRIDGES
Things started with a bang 

for the Falcons on Oct. 7 – Tony 
Nicholls returned Arlee’s kickoff 
70 yards to put Twin Bridges on 
the board in the first few seconds 
of play.

The Falcons dominated the 
game through the first half, go-
ing into the locker room with 33 
points to Arlee’s 0. 

“Our guys came to play and 
really executed well on offense 
and played hard-nosed defense,” 
said head coach Brett Nordhal. 
“The defense was a huge key to our 
success. Gage Baumeister, Scott 
Vial, Lane Frandsen and Cooper 
Christensen led the defensive 
line, which put great pressure on 
their quarterback and made him 
scramble or throw balls before he 
was ready.”

Though Arlee was able to score 
16 points in the match up, the 
Falcons continued to make it to 
the end zone, and the win went to 
Twin Bridges, 47 – 16. 

“Wesley Harshbarger had a 

tremendous game both offensively 
and defensively,” Nordhal said. 
“His return to our lineup has really 
given us a great spark the last few 
weeks.”

Next week, the Falcons take on 
one of the toughest teams in the 
state – Charlo.

“It will be a good test for us as 
their speed is tough to match up 
with,” Nordhal said. “Our guys will 
have to know their assignments 
and take care of their defensive 
responsibilities every play.”

ENNIS
It was all about the Mustangs at 

Scully Field in Ennis on Oct. 7, as 
Ennis bested Park City, 80 – 12. 

Just 12 seconds into the game, 
Mustang Austin Baum returned 
Park City’s kickoff 74 yards for a 
touchdown, and his teammate Jake 
Knack made good on the conver-
sion. 

Less than a minute later, Knack 
was back in the end zone two more 
times, scoring a touchdown and 
two points after, bringing the Mus-
tangs’ lead to 16 – 0. Still on fire, 
the Ennis boys scored again two 
minutes later, thanks to an inter-
ception by senior Tanner Wood.

At the end of the first quarter, 
Ennis had racked up 48 points and 
kept Park City out of the end zone. 

Park City got on the board 
midway through the third quarter, 
and once again in the fourth, but 
the Mustangs persisted, and as the 
final buzzer rang out, Ennis took 
the W, 80 – 12.

Abigail 
Dennis/The 
Madisonian
Scott Vial (53) 
and Wesley 
Harshbarger 
(4) take down 
an Arlee 
player.

Abigail 
Dennis/The 
Madisonian
Jack Gilman 
shakes 
off Noxon 
defenders to 
move the ball 
down field.

Photo 
courtesy Barbi 
Halverson 
Wood
Tracer Croy 
(12) weaves 
through 
Park City 
defenders. 
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YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

volunteer
spotlight

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

Bill Mercer and his team of agents at the 
RE/MAX office have chosen to give back to 
the community through their “Give Where We 
Live” program. Through the program, the office 
has chosen to give a percentage of their com-
mission to various groups and organizations 
in town, and have given $25,000 back to the 
community.

“We just felt we had a strong tie to the 
community and giving back is important,” said 
Mercer. 

Aside from the “Give Where You Live” 
program, the office sponsors various events 
in Ennis, as well as participating in varying 
town events like Hunters Feed, the Halloween 
carnival and Christmas stroll. They offer free ad-
vertising to local businesses in their real estate 
guide and also distribute over 4,000 flags before 
the Fourth of July parade, according to Mercer.

“It’s a good thing to do and it’s important to 

show the community that we care,” said Mercer. 
“We know that we have the best small town in 
Montana, and feel proud and honored to give 
back as much as we can.”

*If you or someone you know has a great 
volunteer in mind, business or individual, please 
contact Caitlin at news@madisoniannews.com or 
call The Madisonian, 682-7755!

RE/MAX office gives back where they live

lead to a collaborative stake-
holder process to develop a 
comprehensive watershed 
plan that addresses water 
quality impairments, as well 
as water supply and drought 
vulnerabilities.

“We want to look at this 
holistically,” Kunard said. 
“Not only private lands, but 
state lands and forest lands 
too.”

The first step will be stake-
holder meetings – Kunard’s 
hope is to hold the first one 
before the end of the year. 

Kunard also reported the 
MCD’s project to restabilize 
a section of bank along Jack 
Creek using bioengineering 
with willows was completed.

“Next year we’re going 
to do a similar project on a 
lower stretch of Jack Creek,” 
Kunard said. 

WCS Community 
Partnerships

“We focus a lot on human-
bear conflicts,” said Kris In-
man from WCS Community 
Partnerships. “Big Sky had a 
20 year history of conflicts.”

In Big Sky, WCS Com-

munity Partnerships imple-
mented a program helping the 
community switch to using 
bear-resistant trash contain-
ers. As of this year, 75 percent 
of homeowners have bear 
resistant trashcans.

“If the trend continues, 
this year will be the first year 
of not having a bear relocated 
from Big Sky,” Inman said. 

WCS Community Part-
nerships may also have some 
grant money available to help 
secure the Nevada City dump 
to prevent bear activity there, 
Inman said. 

As a Madison Valley resi-
dent, implementing wildlife 
friendly fencing is important 
to Inman.

“We received a small grant 
last year to convert 2 miles 
of fence,” Inman said. “We’re 
currently looking into other 
cost share opportunities.”

Forest Service
Madison District Ranger 

Dale Olson said the Standard 
Creek timber sale is wrapping 
up for the season and should 
be finished by opening day 
for rifle season.

Forest Service employees 
are also implementing pre-

scribed burning at Crockett 
Lake area, and will move to 
other areas in the Beaver-
head-Deerlodge National For-
est, weather permitting. 

“We had a couple fires 
this summer,” Olson said. “It 
was really a good experience 
– collaborative coordination 
between many agencies.”

Olson also discussed the 
Forest Service closure of the 
Bear Creek area following the 
grizzly bear-human conflict. 
For more on that closure, see 
the article on A1. 

DNRC
The DNRC is still work-

ing on a land exchange with 
SRI River Holdings, outside 
of Twin Bridges. If it goes 
through, SRI River Holdings 
will trade 861.41 acres of their 
land in Rochester Basin for 
608 acres of DNRC land along 
the Jefferson River northwest 
of Twin Bridges.

According to DNRC’s 
Jennifer Mackay, there will 
be a public meeting in Twin 
Bridges in November.

BLM
Keith Johnson from the 

BLM said a watershed assess-

ment on the South Tobacco 
Root Watershed took place 
this summer – the findings 
show the area in good health, 
except for “rampant conifer” 
and noxious weeds. The find-
ings will be drafted into an 
environmental assessment in 
the next year, and any pro-
posed changes to the manage-
ment of the area will go back 
to the public for review. 

In addition, it was “an-
other record year” on the 
Madison River, according to 
Johnson.

At a peak day in early July, 
the BLM fishing access site 
at Warm Springs along the 
Lower Madison River saw 
956 vehicles, with an average 
of four people in each, with 
an additional 456 vehicles in 
overflow parking at California 
Corner. 

FWP
FWP wildlife biologist 

Dean Waltee surveyed elk, 
mule deer and moose – elk 
and moose populations were 
“very productive” this year. 

“The last three years, elk 
calf production was three of 
the highest years we’ve ever 
seen,” Waltee said. “There 

is lots of need for a healthy 
antlerless harvest to maintain 
the population (this hunting 
season).”

Though mule deer num-
bers were down, Waltee said 
the year before was a “record,” 
so there are still a healthy 
number of mule deer on the 
ground.

As for antelope, the popu-
lation is stable but slightly 
lower this year.

“Fawn production was 
spotty,” he said. “Some areas 
were really good, others were 
poor.”

Emergency management
“We’ve had a few inci-

dents,” said county director 
of emergency management 
Dustin Tetrault. “There was 
lead in the water in Sheridan 
… the Blue Lake and Pole 
and Fine fires, funnel clouds, 
and eight earthquakes in the 
county so far this year.”

Currently, Tetrault is orga-
nizing a meeting with county 
fire chiefs and the sheriff to 
reword the language of the 
fire restrictions to prevent 
confusion.

“The wording is horrible,” 
Tetrault said. “And enacting 

those restrictions is a join 
decision.”

Madison County
“Roads and rain go really 

well together,” Schulz said, re-
ferring to the precipitation in 
the area. “We’ve had a number 
of calls.” 

The commissioners are 
moving closer to a final de-
sign for the renovation of the 
historic county courthouse in 
Virginia City. The renovation 
will update the structure with 
an elevator and better acces-
sibility.

“It’s in the architect’s 
hands now,” Schulz said. 
“Those designs will be made 
public soon.”

Schulz also addressed the 
issue of volunteerism.

“There are struggles main-
taining our ambulances and 
fire departments,” Schulz said. 
“One thing from a commis-
sioner perspective, is that our 
county would not run without 
volunteers – we have people 
who volunteer on various 
boards, the weed board, fair 
board, airport board, plan-
ning board. These (volun-
teers) do tremendous work.”

MEET from pg. 1

Photo courtesy Bill Mercer The RE/MAX team.

Madison County cross country teams attend 7 of 7 meet
Abigail Dennis

editor@madisoniannews.com

Varsity cross country teams are allowed seven runners, 
so at last Thursday’s meet in Helena, they held seven varsity 
races.

“As decided upon by the coach, you pick your fastest run-
ner to run in the number one race, and you put your slowest 
in the number seven race,” explained Harrison head coach 
Kaysha Young. “So at this meet, there are actually seven win-
ners for both boys and girls.”

Since Madison County’s teams rarely have seven runners, 

most coaches choose to start by placing a runner in the num-
ber seven race and moving up from there until they are out of 
athletes. 

Harrison’s Doug Christensen ran a 22:23 in the number 
seven race. His teammate, Derik DeFrance, ran in the number 
six race and placed fourth with a 17:05.

The Twin Bridges Falcons also attended the race. 
“Garrett Wentzel had the fastest time running 18:26.24 and 

finishing 30th in the number two race,” said head coach Nancy 
Bell. “Teammates Roman Hendrickson and Rob Dale ran per-
sonal bests with times of 21:01.87 and 20:49.89. CJ Wayland, 
Kyle Minert and Justice Morris also had solid performances.”

For the Lady Falcons, Mara Johnson ran a season best time 
of 23:25:18, dropping 50 seconds. 

“Savanna Stewart, suffering a severe head cold, had an 
outstanding run finishing sixth in her race before she and 
(Johnson) headed to their volleyball game,” Bell said. “Blu 
Keim also ran a season best time. RaeAnne Bendon and Ruth 
Redfield completed the field for the Falcons.”

For the Mustangs, Max Trapp ran an 18:49, Quinten Hamil-
ton ran a 19:40, Wade Luly ran a 20:01, Wyatt Fredson ran a 
26:02 and Maida Knapton ran a 21:51. 

Next week, the teams head to Townsend for their last week-
end before the state meet in Kalispell on Oct. 22. 

VIRGINIA CITY TOWN
Grice and Jarvis appointed to open positons by town council

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

The Virginia City council appointed Amy 
Grice to the empty council seat during their 
Oct. 6 meeting. Grice will serve out the rest 
of Scott Kelley’s four-year term and be up for 
re-election in 2018. Kelley resigned from the 
town council in September.

“I’m excited,” said councilwoman Erin 
Leonard about appointing Grice to the open 
seat. “She is logical and practical.”

Ken Shields and Jack Daughtery also 
volunteered to fill the open seat but withdrew 
their applications upon learning Grice had 
also applied, saying she was the most quali-
fied for the position, according to Leonard.

Grice, who moved to Virginia City a year 
and a half ago, said she has chosen to follow 
her father’s footsteps by becoming more active 
and involved in the community.

“My dad was a real role model,” she said. 
“He served on the council for a number of 
years and stayed very active in the commu-
nity.”

Grice has her MBA with a concentration 

in ethical leadership and hopes to bring that 
knowledge to the community.

“I’m aware, that in small towns, how much 
we need each other and how important col-
laborative discussion is,” Grice said. “I think I 
can add some leadership and collaboration to 
the council.”

Grice said she is hoping to help maintain 
the special character of the town and that she 
plans to treat her time on the council as a 
learning experience.

“It’s an opportunity to serve (the town) 
and gain personal growth,” she said.

Jarvis to take on HPO
The council also voted unanimously to ap-

prove Jim Jarvis for the open Historic Pres-
ervation Officer position as an independent 
contractor, with the notion of finding a more 
permanent applicant. 

The HPO is in charge of maintaining the 
history of the town and historic character by 
administering the design and review program 
through the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Committee, which reviews development 
permits prior to any construction, including 

excavation or alteration of buildings or 
structures, in town. The HPO also ap-
plies for grants to go toward town and 
building repair and maintenance.

Public works director to retire
Roger Williams announced during 

the Oct. 7 meeting that he is planning 
to retire from his position as public 
works director for the town come 
January 2017. 

Williams has been the public works 
director since February of 2011.

“I was looking for something else 
to do and I thought it would be a good 
fit,” he said.

 As the director of public works, 
Williams has been in charge of wa-
ter and sewer for the town, as well as 
roads, weeds and facilities.

“I just decided it was time to go,” 
Williams said about his decision to retire. “I 
have things I want to do and I need time for 
myself.”

While Williams is hoping to be done by 
the first of the year, he said he is willing to 

stay involved and help train the next public 
works director.

“I’m sure I’ll still be involved and be work-
ing with the town,” he said.

Interested applicants should call the Town 
of Virginia City for more information.

Erin Leonard/The Madisonian
Amy Grice (L) shakes hands with Mayor Scott 

Petersen.
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Dive into the area’s 
real estate options!

Call 682-7755 for more information!

THANK YOU

Montana Heritage Commission
PO Box 338

Virginia City, MT  59755
www.virginiacitymt.com

The Montana Heritage Commission 
would like to THANK the collaborate efforts of  Madison County, 

The Town of  Virginia City and the many volunteers that helped make 
this year another great success. 

Together, we accomplished the following:

•   The Montana Heritage Commission has over 276 historical registered structures 
and over 1.2 million Americana artifacts it preserves, repairs and catalogs, which is 

recognized as one of  the largest historic sites in the United States.

 •   According to Montana Offi ce of  Tourism, 2016 Traffi c Counts, Virginia City 
and Nevada City are Montana’s number one state owned tourist destination for 

the 5th consecutive year with over 500,000 tourists coming from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day each year.

 •   MHC has contractual business relationships with over 42 concessionaires that 
help business and economic development across Montana.

 
According to the 2016 Northern Rocky Mountain Economic Development 
District our economic footprint is $72.1 million for the state of  Montana 

$43.8 to Madison County and contributes to 1186 jobs.
(This is an increase of  $10 million economic footprint over 2014 for the state and Madison County)

Best Regards, 
ELIJAH ALLEN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MONTANA HERITAGE COMMISSION

The Virginia City License Plate! PRESERVE MONTANA’S HERITAGE

All proceeds go to the preservation, repairs & enhancement 
of  Montana’s heritage and historic sites in Virginia and Nevada 
Cities.Stop by or call madison county treasurer’s offi ce for more 

information.

103 W WALLACE ST
VIRGINIA CITY, MT 59755

406 843 4212

MARILYN ROSS, MHC CHAIRPERSON

BARBIE DURHAM

BILL HOWELL

STAN OZARK

ANDY POOLE

PHILIP MAECHLING

SHERA KONEN

MATHEW MARCINIK

JENNIFER PELEJ

BRUCE WHITTENBERG

DR. TIMOTHY LEHMAN

CYNDY ANDRUS

BILL BECK

DAVE HOFFMAN

Montana Heritage Commissioners

LIKE US!
MONTANA HERITAGE 
COMMISSION
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TOTAL HEALING LIFE MANAGEMENT
Helping to Heal Hearts, Minds & Souls

Jennifer Beardsley Johnson, MSW
Confi dential & Discreet Counseling Services

Couples, Families, Teens  •  Drug & Alcohol Dependency
Group or Individual Sessions

Phone and Text: 406-599-3659
jennifer_b_johnson@hotmail.comjennifer_b_johnson@hotmail.comjennifer_b_johnson@hotmail.com

Cory & Jennifer Johnson
Phone and Text: 406-646-6224

service@rocky-mountain-concierge.com

Concierge Services:
•Housekeeping & Cleaning
•Shopping & Supply Service

•Food, Dining & Catering

Caretaking Services:
•Periodic Property Inspection
•Seasonal Maintenance
•Homewatch Services

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONCIERGE 
& HOME SERVICES

GUYS LIKE US
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Lodgepole Pine
Cord Split & Dumped $200

Stacked $265
Rounds $165
4’ Logs $145

Fir
Cord Split & Dumped $245 

Stacked $300
Rounds $200
4’ Logs $175

Serving Ennis, McAllister and surrounding area

406-581-3178
Ed Hatlee

TOTAL HOME REPAIRS & REMODELS

SHERIDAN SCHOOLS 
ADULT EDUCATION 

HOLIDAY CARD MAKING CLASS
OCTOBER 4,11,18,25 (4 WEEK CLASS) 

AT 6:30-7:30 PM
LOCATION – SHERIDAN HIGH SCHOOL 

CLASS COST - $5
 Join us for a 4 week class of card making.  

Each week will be a different 
theme (Birthday, Thank You, Christmas, 
Note Card) using different techniques to 

complete. You will take home 
three completed cards each week.

 
SKIN CARE PRODUCTS CLASS

    DATES- NOVEMBER 8 & 15, 6:30-7:30 PM
INSTRUCTOR- LATESA SCHRANK

COST - $5.00 , CLASS LIMITED TO 10 
PARTICIPANTS

LOCATION – SHERIDAN SCHOOL
 In this two week class, you will make 
and take home 2 body lotions, 2 bars 

of goats milk soap, 4 tubes of lip balm, 
and 2 sugar scrubs all 

made with moisturizing 
ingredients.  These 

products make great 
gifts, if you can part 

with them. 

R&M Rentals Inc.
Ron or Martha Noack

4995 US Hwy 287 N. ~ Ennis, MT 59729

Daily & Weekly Rentals
Compact & Mid-size cars, SUVs
Offi ce Hours: 9 am - 5 pm, M-F

Saturday by appointment
Major Credit Cards Required

406.682.7039 
After Hours Call 581.0096 or 570.8133 or
xpressrenta_car@yahoo.com

Lic. & 
Insured

888-287-7478
www.galwc.com
gallatinwc@gmail.com

P.O. Box 766
Ennis, MT 59729

OBITUARIES CONTINUED FROM A4

Edward G. Williams Sr.
January 16, 1936 – October 5, 2016

After many years of bat-
tling multiple strokes, Edward 
is no longer confined to a 
wheelchair and is laughing 
and dancing in Heaven as he 
left this earth on Oct. 5, 2016, 
to be in eternity with his 
savior, our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
He is most likely singing the 
Lord’s Prayer for his mother 
and friends, which was one 
of his favorites for prayer and 
family gatherings.  

Edward Gerald Williams 
was born on Jan. 16, 1936, 
during the Great Depression, 
where he learned early on 
from his loving mother, Edna, 
how to cope with all adversi-
ties in life, including losing 
his father as a very young 
child. Growing up during 
World War II, Edward gradu-
ated from Lynwood High 

School in 1954. He was active 
in sports and his record for 
the mile stood for many years. 
Edward’s passion was to be a 
carpenter and a contractor. 
After graduation, he became 
the youngest general contrac-
tor in the state of California 
at the age of 20. In late 1956, 
Edward married Darlene 
Cross and they were blessed 
with three wonderful chil-
dren, Eddie, Lori and Shelly. 
He adored his children and 
would sacrifice anything for 
them and worked extremely 
hard to provide a good life 
for them. In the 1960s and 
70s, Edward spent his early 
married life in southern Cali-
fornia where he developed, 
created and built several 
outstanding building projects 
that included apartments, 
convalescent hospitals, com-
mercial buildings and homes.  
He always had excellent work-
manship and vision for all his 
projects. With the help of his 
wife, he designed and built 
several custom homes in Pla-
centia, Calif., where he shared 
a great life with his family.  

In the early 1980s, Edward 
moved to the Placerville area 
of Northern California. His 

love and passion for construc-
tion continued as he devel-
oped many more projects 
including the Stagecoach Inn 
in Pollock Pines, which is still 
thriving today. Unfortunately, 
in 2003, Edward suffered 
multiple strokes and sadly 
was disabled and unable to 
continue building. Eventually, 
his three children moved him 
to Montana to be closer to 
his son. He spent many years 
living at the Madison Valley 
Manor assisted living, where 
the staff became like close 
family and loved and cared 
for him. He was known there 
for his classic wave that was 
endearing to everyone and 
when his children and family 
visited, they knew all was well 
when they saw him wave.   

Edward was an energetic 
and vivacious man who was 
loved by many people. When 
he entered a room, he was 
always smiling and had a 
twinkle in his eye. He had an 
infectious laugh and he would 
help everyone, including a 
stranger. He had a passion for 
horses, including going to the 
horse races with his brother-
in-law Larry, was in bowling 
leagues his entire life and en-

joyed all sports. He coached 
his son’s baseball teams for 
many years and loved watch-
ing his daughters doing drill 
team and cheerleading at the 
high school football games. 
Edward loved laying on the 
couch watching television 
with his kids and always con-
vinced one of them to mas-
sage and scratch his head.  

The family is eternally 
grateful for the wonderful 
care Edward received at the 
Madison Valley Manor in En-
nis. You will never be forgot-
ten.

Edward is survived by 
his three children Edward Jr. 
(Jeanne), Lori Lynn (Kevin) 
and Shelly Ann and their 
mother Darlene; eight grand-
children, Brandon (Lisa), 
Brianna (Scott), Bradley, 
Mallory, Cami (Ben), Gar-
rett, Bridgett and Chira; two 
great grandchildren, Chloe 
and Claire; his sister Lorna; 
two nephews, Eric and Ken 
(Linda); one niece, Carol; 
and his cousins, Claudia and 
Doug. 

In honoring Edward’s 
wishes, there will be a cel-
ebration of life gathering in 
Placerville at a later date.

Edna Marie “Re” Tate
January 21, 1928 – October 6, 2016

Edna Marie “Re” Tate, age 
88, of Sheridan passed away 
Oct. 6 at the Tobacco Root 
Mountain Care Center at 
Sheridan.

Re was born Jan. 21, 1928, 
in Butte to Earnest and Mary 
(Mullen) Tate. She grew up in 
the Upper Ruby Valley. She 
graduated from Girls Central 
High in Butte and received 

her master degree at the Uni-
versity of Washington, D.C., 
in special education. She 
spent her entire life work-
ing with the underprivileged 
children and special needs 
children.

Growing up, Re loved 
the outdoors, riding horses, 
herding sheep and her favor-
ite job was driving teams in 
the hay fields. She loved dogs 
and cats and always had at 
least one dog and a couple of 
cats.

In 1948 she left to New 
York to become a Franciscan 
nun, an order that worked 
with the underprivileged. She 
taught many years teaching 
in Harlem, N.Y.

In 1969 the order of nuns 
she served with was closed. 
She then taught special needs 
children in New York state 

until she retired. She re-
turned to Montana in 2009.

Re was preceded in death 
by her sisters Frances Lau 
and Jane Miller.

Survivors include her 
brothers Bill and Bernice 
Tate of Alder, Parker and 
Ginger Tate of Billings and 
Tom and Janette Tate of 
Spokane, Wash., numerous 
nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers memori-
als may be sent to St. Mary 
Catholic Church at Laurin.

Mass of Christian Burial 
was Wednesday, Oct. 12, at 
10 a.m. from St. Mary Catho-
lic Church with Father John 
Crutchfield officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Laurin Cem-
etery. A parish vigil service 
was held Tuesday evening at 
7 p.m. from the K&L Mortu-
ary Chapel at Sheridan.

Hoyt Osborne
February 14, 1947 – September 28, 2016

Hoyt Osborne passed 
away in Kenya, Africa, Sept. 
28, 2016. Hoyt was born Feb. 
14, 1947, to Mike and Mary 
Osborne. He and his wife, 
Lois, have been missionar-
ies and have built churches 
and bible colleges for the 
past 25 years in Kenya. Hoyt 
attended high school in 
Whitehall and graduated in 
1965. He then went on to 
Western Montana College in 
Dillon to obtain his teaching 
degree. Along his educational 
journey, Hoyt also attended 
Pillsbury Bible College in 
Minnesota to become a 
pastor. Hoyt’s first teach-
ing job was in Box Elder. He 
then continued his teaching 
career in Victor, and later 
in northern California. It 
was in northern California 
where he met his wife Lois 
who was also working in the 

California school system. 
While in California, they 
were called by God to move 
to Africa to teach the word 
of God in missionary schools 
and bible colleges. Their 
move to Africa turned out to 
be more plentiful than one 
could imagine. Hoyt taught 
in the Rosslyn Academy for 
two years where he educated 
missionaries’ children. He 
continued educating children 
and adults by constructing 
numerous churches and bible 
schools in Kenya. Hoyt and 
Lois took in many children 
from the streets of Africa and 
raised them in their home. 
Hoyt and Lois created a bond 
with these children as if they 
were their own.   

Hoyt is survived by his 
wife Lois; three biologi-
cal sons, Michael, Matt and 
Mark; their spouses and 
children; as well as nieces 
and nephews that knew him 
well. He is also survived by 
the many African sons and 
daughters they adopted into 
their African home. He is 
survived by sisters, Mary 
Wickham, Shirley (Jerry) 
Braach and Fay (Larry) 
Sloan. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Mike 
and Mary Osborne and his 
brother-in-law, Ray Wick-
ham. He will be missed 
dearly by those that were 
close to him.  

Please call or email: 682-7755 or 
editor@madisoniannews.com

WE OFFER 
COMPLIMENTARY OBITUARIES

Guidelines:  Must be 450 
words or less and one photo.  

(Otherwise, it will be 25 cents per word thereafter)

PRIVATE 
APPLICATOR TRAINING

Initial/Recertifi cation
October 18, 2016

Alder Community Hall
8:30 a.m. —4:00 p.m.

Lunch will be on your own!

AT THIS TRAINING YOU WILL:
• Learn how to identify NOXIOUS weeds

• Understand HOW to read the label
• Selecting the CORRECT herbicides to use

• CALIBRATION concepts
• Become CERTIFIED to purchase restricted 

use pesticides

Please RSVP @ 406.842.5595
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Around the County

DISTRICT 1
Madison County Commissioner

Your vote in November is appreciated! Paid for by Dave Schulz for Commissioner
Matt Hill, Treasurer

Box 252 Sheridan, MT 59749

What I bring to the Commissioner’s offi ce:

• Awareness and understanding of the issues affecting our county
• Patience to fully evaluate issues before making decisions. 
• A willingness to make hard decisions even when it’s not always      
  popular.
• Knowledge of statutes and policies necessary to keep our county      
  running smoothly.
• A recognition that most decisions are made publicly by a quorum.
• Concern for Madison County employees, our greatest resource.
• Support for all of our volunteer boards and an appreciation of their   
  time and dedication.
• Involvement with our ag community and personal experience with   
  what they face.
• Support for Chambers and Main Street Committees because our   
  communities are the hearts of our valleys.
• Knowledge of our nursing homes, residents, employees and what     
  they mean to families and the communities.
• Support for our senior citizen centers, senior meal programs and   
  senior bus service as an important benefi t to that population. 
• I have a good relationship with State and Federal Agencies        
  benefi ting you in time of fi re, emergency, project development, etc.
• I have always believed good fences make good neighbors both in    
  philosophy and on the ground.   

I am the

Candidate
MOST QUALIFIED 

BHHSMT.COM
ENNIS: 406.682.5002 | SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 | TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

© 2015 BHH Affi liates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affi liates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Frank
Colwell

BROKER
 596-1076

2 bd 1,409+/-sf home on the Beaverhead River, 180 ft of river 
frontage, sits on 2 massive treed lots, detached heated shop, come 
fish, hunt, camp, & horseback ride, updates needed are purely 
aesthetic

406 W 8TH AVENUE, TWIN BRIDGES
$172,000 | #204422| FOR SALE

This classic Montana log home located minutes from the famous 
Madison River, features the perfect mixture of rustic materials 
and hand crafted metal work w/oversized windows & elegant 
finishes. Home features a beautiful and private master suite and 
the upstairs offers 2 large bedrooms,1 bath & family area. 28x50 
finished garage/shop. Property is being sold fully FURNISHED!

Rikki
Dilschneider

BROKER
581-5155

38 COTTONWOOD LANE, JEFFERS
$889,000 | #216792 | ACREAGE

Holly
Driskill
SALES ASSOCIATE
451-3527

Unique Business for sale on Main Street in Historic Virginia City. 
1864 it was the town’s bank and it still has the original safe with 
the original door from the Canton company in Ohio.It is currently 
a jewelry store and contents can be sold separately and have 
it remain the same or use their imagination to create another 
business. Small Apt. in basement.

103 W WALLACE, VIRGINIA CITY
$160,000 | #216601 | COMMERCIAL

Melinda
Merrill

BROKER
596-4288

E TRACT MILLEGAN CANYON RD, WILLOW CREEK
$195,000 | #214923 | ACREAGE

197+/- acres in Millegan Creek Canyon bordering State Lands for 
hunting, hiking and recreational opportunities. Quick and Easy 
access from Bozeman and the airport via I-90.

Jack
Leber

SALES ASSOCIATE
596-7893

304 SOUTH MAIN, TWIN BRIDGES
$249,500 | #198672 | FOR SALE

1,786+/-sf two story, high end gourmet kitchen, set back from the 
street offering privacy, 800+/-sf  of covered porch, owner’s suite, 
slate entry, beautiful wood floors, concrete counters, in-floor heat

Sara
Johnson

BROKER
570-4249

LOT 16 RISING SUN MOUNTAIN ESTATES, CAMERON
$150,000 | #216631 | ACREAGE

Looking for a terrific hunting property? This property might be 
perfect for you. Lot 16 is 20 acres in the a private neighborhood, 
a neighborhood known for prime elk hunting and located behind 
a locked gate so only property owners can access the area to take 
advantage of hunting opportunities. Located just south of Ennis 
along the Madison Range.

Greetings from Ennis Schools!

The plans of renovating the old bus barn into a vo-tech 
shop and the addition of new vo-tech classrooms has been a 
work in progress the past few years. Plans are almost com-
plete as we move into the 2016-2017 school year. Looking 
at the current vo-tech building and the classrooms associ-
ated with it, there is a need for new and improved buildings. 
Having adequate space for students is essential for a safe and 
positive learning environment. The shop behind the current 
vo-tech building will be transformed into the new shop area. 
The classrooms of the current vo-tech will be replaced with 
new classrooms. Two engineering companies are close to 
finishing up their plans related to mechanical and structural 
aspects of the project. The timeline for completion of the 
project is projected as follows: 

February 2017 – the project will be put out for bid. 
Advertisement for bids must be published in the newspaper 
that will give notice to the largest number of people in the 
district as determined by the trustees.  The advertisement 
for bid must be made once each week for two consecutive 
weeks and a second publication must be made not less than 
five nor more than 12 days before consideration of bids.

Mid spring 2017 – Board will open bids at a scheduled 
board meeting and have the right to accept or refuse bids. 

Bids will be narrowed to a certain number 
and interviews will be conducted. A com-
pany will then be chosen to start and finish 
the project. 

Early April 2017 – The district will 
clear out the old bus barn. This area will be 
cleared out to free the work area of any and 
all obstacles.

April 2017 – We project that the first 
phase of this project will be at the end of 
April. The first phase would be to complete 
the renovation of the bus barn and have that 
completed before the end of school. After 
completion, equipment will be transitioned 
into the newly renovated vo-tech shop. 

May/June 2017 – When students are dis-
missed for the summer, we plan on starting 
the second phase of the project. This phase 
would include the demolition of the current 
vo-tech classrooms. After demolition, con-
struction of the new classrooms would begin.

June/July 2017 – Construction and completion of new 
vo-tech classrooms.

August 2017 – Finishing touches/inspection.  
This is an exciting project for the district. Students, staff 

and community will benefit from a new and improved vo-
tech building. As the school year progresses, stakeholders 
will be kept up to speed on the progression of the project.

Casey Klasna
Ennis School Superintendent

Buzz from the schools

Ennis 
Schools

Welcome back to our newish column, “Buzz from the schools.” In each edition 
of the paper, the superintendent from one of Madison County’s schools – 

Alder, Ennis, Harrison, Sheridan and Twin Bridges – will keep us up-to-date. 

Irish singers in Dillon
Submitted by Barbara Hall

Dillon Concert Association 

The Irish are coming to town – Two fabulous Irish singers will take the stage of the 
Beier Auditorium on Monday, Oct. 24, 2016, at 7:30 p.m. Fir, which is Irish for “men”, 
sponsored by Richard and Dorothy Wheeler, is part of Dillon Concert Association’s cur-
rent series.

These Irish international singers, David Shannon and Simon Morgan, perform classi-
cal crossover music with a modern Irish feel. Their powerful voices seamlessly blend and 
create a quality that literally soars. David has become Ireland’s foremost musical theatre 
leading man while Simon is a frequent guest with Ireland’s main orchestras.

For further information, call Chris Kloker at 865-0076.

Rescue fish with MRF
Submitted by Liz Davis

Madison River Foundation

Please join the Madison River Foundation in rescuing fish out of the West Madison 
Ditch. We will meet at the Madison Ranger Station (Forest Service) at 10 a.m. on Oct. 
13. Please come prepared with your waders and a net. The MRF will provide buckets and 
lunch.

The West Madison Ditch’s headgate is currently being incrementally closed to reduce 
the volume of water in the ditch. This should prompt the fish to move upstream and exit 
the ditch but there are always fish that remain. We want to return these stranded fish to 
the Madison River. We hope you will join us on Thursday.



   

MADISON County
 weather

Overcast with rain showers at 
times. High 54F. Winds SSW at 10 

to 20 mph. Chance of rain 60%.

Thursday

Fr iday

Partly to mostly cloudy. High 59F. 
Winds SSW at 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote  of the 
Week:

Walter
Winchell

Partly to mostly cloudy. High near 
55F. Winds SSW at 10 to 15 mph.

Cloudy. High 57F. Winds SSW at 10 
to 20 mph.

Mostly cloudy. High 57F. Winds 
SSW at 10 to 20 mph.

“A real 
friend is one 
who walks in 
when the rest 
of the world 

walks out.” 

McAllister Inn
Steakhouse a d Bar

5566 Hwy 287 N  •  Lunch and Dinner
For reservations - 406-682-5000

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

 ontana  ine  ining,  teaks, 
 eafooda d  ightly  pecials.

 Sylann Smith is now 
taking clients in need of 

care at their home

$20-$25/hr
In or out of town • 223-8477

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,

Tile Installers, Masons, Cabinet  Builders.
Full benefit package

EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Tim Elser, owner/operator, has 
many years experience in the 
masonry industry and serves 

all of SW Montana.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Exterior patios & water 
features, fireplace design 
& construction, stoned 
faced buildings & retaining 
walls, interior stone floors 
& more. Call us today at 406-491-7939 

www.coppermountainmasonry.com

Madison Valley Roofing
Tom Savage, Owner

Roofing Year Round!

Fully insured
FREE Estimates 

Call 641-0059 or 682-7523

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finishers
Skilled in lacquer and other finishes.

Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

ENNIS

sponsored by:

Our student of the 
week is senior Baylee 

Sciuchetti.  Her 
leadership skills and 

academic excellence make 
her a great candidate.  

She’s also student council 
president and is also a 

state officer for FCCLA.  
Baylee also spearheaded 

a food drive competition 
throughout the 

homecoming week.  The 
food was delivered to the 

local food bank.
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McLeod Mercantile
2 convenience store locations

Norris & Sheridan
Bulk fuel delivery in Madison 

& Jefferson counties

(406)685-3379
**24 Hour fueling** **snacks**
**fi shing licenses, bait & tackle**

sponsored by:

brian
Hi there.  I just got here and 
have to go get my teeth taken 
care of and then you can 
come see me.  IÕ m a PomChi 
and have all the necessities 
done already - well they will 
be as soon as I get my teeth 
done.    Just a little guy and I 
need a fenced yard so IÕ ll be 
safe when I go outside.  Please 
call Misty at 439-1405 about 
me.   IÕ ll be looking forward to 
meeting you soon.  Thank you.  
Brian

Congratulations!
Hate Cleaning?  No Time?  Too Tired?
Relief is just a phone call away!

Meg Moran
503-810-5930

Call or text about rates & availability.

a hhh .

Residential only
Madison County (ask about traveling)

Amanda Beedy Morrison
Licensed cLinicaL ProfessionaL counseLor 
LCPC, LAC, NCC

Offering supportive, confidential 
counseling for all ages: couples, 

children, families and adults. 

LoNe eLk MALL
Main Building, Upstairs-2C
Cell: (406) 579-2341
email: amandabeedymorrison@gmail.com

Old style, histOric jack fence made the way 
the Old timers did. jacks handmade. the Best 

hOrse fence. Very easy On wildlife. 

581-3424  •  lpjohn@3rivers.net • lodgepolejohn.com
Acrylic paintings also available on my website.

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

JO IN 	 US 	 ON	
FAC E B O O K!	

and	 be 	 the 	 f irst 	 to 	 get 	 breaking 	 news.
facebook.com /madisonian

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

We will be CLOSED
OCTOBER 9TH THRU OCTOBER 19TH 
We Will Reopen on Thursday, 

October 20th
for Our Winter Season 

Dinner: Thur-Sat 5pm-9pm
Brunch: Sunday 9am-2pm

Mahalo Nui Loa for Another Great 
Summer Season! 

WEEKLY DINNER MENUS 
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE!
Reservations Highly Recommended

Get Results.
s.hill@
madisoniannews.com



Purchase your Virginia City License Plate, all proceeds go to the 
preservation and enhancement of Virginia City Historic Landmark

Montana Heritage Commission  |  PO Box 338  | Virginia City, MT  59755
www.virginiacitymt.com | 406-843-5247
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'We're fighters'
Ruby Valley man expands on life as a smokejumper

Caitlin Avey
news@madisoniannews.com

If you imagine jumping out of a small aircraft from 3,000 feet and into an area 
consumed by flames is your idea of a good time, perhaps you should consider a life as a 
smokejumper. 

Smokejumpers have a reputation as the Navy Seals of the firefighting world – they are 
considered firefighting elites . From an in depth application to the physical and mental needs 

associated with jumping out of an aircraft and into the forest, the comparison seems fair.
For Ruby Valley resident Bobby Sutton, it was all those things, and more, that piqued his 

interest in smokejumping as a career.
“I like being outside and I like being challenged,” Sutton said.

Sutton was first introduced to the world of smokejumping growing up in North Carolina. 
“My neighbor back home worked for the Department of Natural Resources and was the one 

who told me about smokejumping,” he said. “From there, I applied and got hired on as a jumper in 
Missoula.”
Now, almost 25 years later, Sutton has made a career as a smokejumper and, though the adrenaline as 

since worn off, the love for the job exists.

History of smokejumping
The Blackwater Fire, which occurred just outside Cody, Wyo., in 1937, is mostly known for burning nearly 1,700 

acres of the Shoshone National Forest and killing 15 firefighters. It is less known for its participation in the birth of the 
smokejumper program.

“It was then (the Forest Service) decided they needed to staff fires quicker,” said Sutton.
In 1938, the smokejumper program was officially proposed. It was tested in 1939 and finally implemented in 1940. The first 

official jump was on July 12, 1940, when fire spread through the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest in Idaho. 

Qualifications
Just like not everyone is cut out to be a Navy Seal, not everyone is cut out to be a smokejumper – Sutton calls the 

application process “deep.” However, once you complete the first step, application and acceptation, there are still a number of 
procedures and protocols to learn before graduating as a smokejumper. 

The first week is what Sutton calls “hell week.”
“They put you through a lot of stress,” he said quietly.
If you are able to make it through the first week of training, you advance to on the ground parachute handling, land 

falls, rolls and emergency procedures. From there, it is onto an aircraft and into the sky for practice jumps.
“When I was a rookie, I think we only had to have seven practice jumps,” Sutton laughed. “But I think they’ve since 

upped that to either 20 or 25.”
But before you can even think of your first jump, you have to complete three years of on the ground firefighting.

Equipment
On any given jump, Sutton wears close to 100 pounds of gear – food and water for up to two days and firefighting 

equipment. The most important bit, however, is his parachute, which allows him to maneuver the skies and land safely near a 
fire. While most jumpers use round canopies, Sutton and his team, which is based out of West Yellowstone, have converted to 

rectangular parachutes, better known as ram-air chutes.
“The round canopy is never going to get better, never advance,” Sutton said about the switch from round to ram-air. “There’s 

more technology with ram-air and the window of opportunity to staff fires is increased.”
Sutton and the West Yellowstone jumpers have been in transition from canopy to ram-air for the past nine years, and Sutton said he 

will probably be asked to train other bases on switching to ram-air parachutes.
Aside from the parachute, Sutton relies on a helmet cam to capture not only footage of the fire, but also footage of his jump.
“After every jump, I review it and make mental notes,” he said.
While Sutton has spent weeks at a time on a single fire (his longest being 21 days) and jumped on fires that have sprawled over thousands and thousands of acres, 

he said size does not indicate difficulty.
“The size of the fire doesn’t reflect the complexity,” he said.
Things like wind, terrain and brush all play a role in fighting fire, and especially in smokejumping. 

25 years a fighter
“We’re fighters,” Sutton said.
Smokejumpers do more than jump out of planes. They are firefighters, first and foremost.
“I think it suited me,” he said in reference to his 25 year career. “I like hard work.”
While Sutton is quiet and humble about his work as smokejumper, he is passionate about the people he works with.
“It’s really the people you are working with,” he said about what he loves most. “We’re a bunch of individuals and we can all go in different directions, but we get a 

lot of support.”
Even though Sutton will tell you he is “boring” and that his job is actually very safe, thanks to the time, energy and training smokejumpers put into their job, there 

is no doubt that committing yourself to protecting the land and soaring from 3,000 feet above ground is nothing short of heroic. 
“It’s just a normal day’s work,” Sutton said.

Photo courtesy USDA Forest Service

Photo courtesy West 
yellowstone Jump Base
Bobby Sutton drops in on 
a ram-air parachute during 
training. Ram-air chutes allow 
smokejumpers a softer landing 
than with round chutes.

History of smokejumping
The Blackwater Fire, which occurred just outside Cody, Wyo., in 1937, is mostly known for burning nearly 1,700 

acres of the Shoshone National Forest and killing 15 firefighters. It is less known for its participation in the birth of the 
smokejumper program.

“It was then (the Forest Service) decided they needed to staff fires quicker,” said Sutton.
In 1938, the smokejumper program was officially proposed. It was tested in 1939 and finally implemented in 1940. The first 

official jump was on July 12, 1940, when fire spread through the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest in Idaho. 

Qualifications
Just like not everyone is cut out to be a Navy Seal, not everyone is cut out to be a smokejumper – Sutton calls the 

application process “deep.” However, once you complete the first step, application and acceptation, there are still a number of 
procedures and protocols to learn before graduating as a smokejumper. 

The first week is what Sutton calls “hell week.”
“They put you through a lot of stress,” he said quietly.
If you are able to make it through the first week of training, you advance to on the ground parachute handling, land 

falls, rolls and emergency procedures. From there, it is onto an aircraft and into the sky for practice jumps.
“When I was a rookie, I think we only had to have seven practice jumps,” Sutton laughed. “But I think they’ve since 

upped that to either 20 or 25.”
But before you can even think of your first jump, you have to complete three years of on the ground firefighting.

Equipment
On any given jump, Sutton wears close to 100 pounds of gear – food and water for up to two days and firefighting 

equipment. The most important bit, however, is his parachute, which allows him to maneuver the skies and land safely near a 
fire. While most jumpers use round canopies, Sutton and his team, which is based out of West Yellowstone, have converted to 

rectangular parachutes, better known as ram-air chutes.
“The round canopy is never going to get better, never advance,” Sutton said about the switch from round to ram-air. “There’s 

more technology with ram-air and the window of opportunity to staff fires is increased.”
Sutton and the West Yellowstone jumpers have been in transition from canopy to ram-air for the past nine years, and Sutton said he 

Photo courtesy USDA Forest Service



health & Wellness

We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-577-2380

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: Thursday by appointment

Bozeman: Monday through Friday 
9am to 6:30pm

MAC’S CHC PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison ST. Sheridan, MT
Monday-Friday 9 AM – 5:30 PM

We are a 5-STAR* Pharmacy ready to help you 
manage your medications for better health.

*STAR measures are the medications use measures
in the 2016 CMS STAR Ratings Program for

Medicare Advantage Plans that include drug benefi ts
5 STAR ratings on 3 out of 4 measures

For information on screening mammography, 
call 406-682-6612

305 N. Main, Ennis, Montana  •  www.mvmedcenter.org

It’s about YOU.
LESS TALK. MORE ACTION.
The 5-year survival rate for breast 
cancer when caught early is 98%. 
The survival rate when it’s not 
caught early? 23%

 MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER
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Dr. Maura Davenport
Madison Valley Medical Center

 
Maybe you have some 

questions about breast cancer 
and mammograms but are too 
afraid to ask. Here are some 
of the common questions and 
concerns I get in the office 
all the time.  Hopefully this 
will help you decide to get 
screened for breast cancer. Af-
ter all Ð  knowledge is power!

1. Mammograms hurt so I 

do not want to do them. 
It is true that mammo-

grams can be uncomfortable. 
In order to get good views of 
your breast tissue, the techni-
cian has to flatten the tissue 
enough to get a good picture. 
The good news is that because 
of advances in mammogram 
technology, there is less flat-
tening and Ò squeezing.Ó  Most 
people say that they feel some 
pressure, but that it is not very 
painful.  

2. I can just call to schedule 
my mammogram.

You need an order from 
your doctor. At your appoint-
ment you will talk about 
your individual risk factors 
for breast cancer and what 
screening interval may be ap-
propriate for you. Sometimes 
your medical history is just as 
important as the mammogram 
itself.  

3. I can get a thermogram 
instead of a mammogram 
to decrease my radiation 
exposure.

Thermograms use infra-
red imaging to detect breast 
cancer. Currently there are no 
good studies that prove Ther-
mography adequately detects 
cancer, and they are not ap-
proved by any major medical 
organizations.  Mammograms 
are still the best screening test 
we have for breast cancer.

4. I do not have a family 
history of breast cancer so I 
do not need to get mammo-
grams.  

Unfortunately, 85 percent 
of breast cancers occur in 
women without a family his-
tory.  

5. I do self-breast exams and 
I donÕ t have any lumps, so 
I donÕ t have breast can-
cer. 

Mammograms can de-
tect lumps in the breast that 
are millimeters in diameter, 
which is smaller than the tip 
of a pen. These lumps are 
often too small to be picked 
up on self-exam. By getting 
a mammogram we can find 
these very small lumps before 
they become bigger and start 
causing problems. In fact, 
the American Cancer Society 
recently came out and recom-
mended that we no longer do 
clinical breast exams because 

we just are not that good at 
detecting breast cancer.  

6. Men do not get breast 
cancer.

Actually, men do get breast 
cancer. In 2016 about 2,600 
men were diagnosed with 
breast cancer. 

7. I found a lump in my 
breast, this mean I have 
breast cancer.

Not necessarily. There 
are a lot of different types of 
breast lumps. You could have 
a cyst or fibrocystic changes 
or even a benign type of 
tumor. But it is still important 
to get it checked out and make 
sure that it is not cancer.  

8. If I have breast cancer I 
will have to have my breasts 
removed.  

While all breast cancers are 
different, there is often now 
an option for breast sparing 

surgery in addition to chemo-
therapy and radiation.  

9. Hormone replacement 
therapy causes breast can-
cer.

This is a complicated 
topic Ð  in some populations 
of women it may increase the 
risk of having breast cancer. 
It is important to talk to your 
doctor about the implica-
tions of hormone replacement 
therapy prior to starting it.

10. How can I help the fight 
against breast cancer?

Get out there and tell your 
friends and neighbors about 
screening mammograms. 
If you are a breast cancer 
survivor, consider sharing 
your story. If it is something 
you feel passionately about, 
consider advocating for breast 
cancer research with your lo-
cal and national leaders.   

10 myths about breast cancer

DPHHS: Stay healthy, get the influenza vaccine 
Jon Ebelt

Department of Public Health 
and Human Services

 
The Department of Public 

Health and Human Services 

is encouraging all Montan-
ans 6 months of age and 
older to get vaccinated now 
against influenza in order 
to decrease their risk of be-
coming ill with the flu.  

In Montana, the flu sea-
son usually peaks in Febru-
ary and lasts through May. 
Officials say the vaccine is 
readily available.  

The influenza vaccine is 
the best form of protection 
against the flu and provides 
protection throughout the 
entire flu season, even when 
vaccinated in the early fall. 
The composition of the flu 
vaccine is reviewed and up-
dated yearly to better match 
circulating viruses. It is 
important to remember that 
the influenza vaccine takes 
about two weeks to provide 
protection against the flu. 

Ò Because the flu virus 
changes quickly and vaccine 
are changed in response, it 
is important to get a flu shot 
every year, Ó  said DPHHS 
Director Richard Opper. 
Ò Getting vaccinated now 
will help you and those 
around you to stay healthy 
this winter. Ó  

Influenza vaccination can 
reduce flu illnesses, doc-
tor visits, missed work or 
school, as well as prevent 
flu-related hospitaliza-
tions and deaths. Last flu 
season, DPHHS recorded 
433 hospitalizations and 33 
deaths related to influenza. 
Of those hospitalized, nearly 
two-thirds of those indi-
viduals were not vaccinated 
against the flu. 

In addition to getting 
the flu vaccine, everyday 
preventive actions like stay-
ing away from sick people, 
covering your cough and 
washing your hands with 
soap and water can reduce 
the spread of germs. Influ-
enza vaccine is available 
at doctor offices, county or 
tribal health departments, 
and many pharmacies. 

Ò When getting your flu 
shot, talk to your healthcare 
professional about other 
vaccines, such as pneumo-
coccal, pertussis or shingles, 
which may be right for you,Ó  
Opper said.  

More information can be 
found at the DPHHS web-
site: www.flu.mt.gov. 

Get Results.
ads@
madisoniannews.com
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fireline
By Steve Orr   |   Madison Valley RuRal FiRe depaRtMent

Commodity Insite! Patience and the yellow metal
by Jerry Welch
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Charlie
Rossiter

Why park your car in a garage: Part one  
By Charlie Rossiter

My uncle Buck moved 
back to Sheridan in the 
early 90s and moved into 
his mother’s house, who 
had passed away a couple 
of years before, leaving him 
the house, a 1953 Stude-
baker and a Buick town car 
(early 60s vintage). He was 
quick to point out that the 
autos were classics and liked 
to show them off wherever 
possible. The house was a 
log cabin building, which 
had been added to many 
times and also had vinyl sid-
ing exterior. After putting a 
little work into it, the cabin 
became quite homey and 
snug. He updated the bath-
room and had a lamb white 
carpet installed in the living 
room. A garage was located 
next to the house but was 
in disrepair from years of 
nonuse and neglect. 

The Studebaker and 
Buick had been parked in 
the garage since his mother’s 
passing and were covered 
with dust from sitting there 
over the many years. He got 
them running and moved 
both to the front of the 
house where he could keep 
an eye on them, giving him-
self a false sense of security. 

The street was in a quiet res-
idential neighborhood and 
strategically located only a 
couple of blocks from Main 
Street and hardly ever had 
traffic on it. One night, after 

going 
to bed, 
he was 
awakened 
by a loud 
distur-
bance 
outside 
and the 
sound 
of glass 
break-
ing. He 
jumped 
out of 

bed and looked out his front 
window and there, under the 
street lights, he saw three 
rigs and someone desper-
ately jumping up and down 
on his Studebaker’s rear end 
trying to free the rearmost 
truck. He quickly grabbed a 
coat and headed outside to 
see what all the commotion 
was about.

He immediately recog-
nized the other driver as 
a close friend, Frank, and 
asked him what had hap-
pened. Frank replied, “I was 

trying to avoid a deer and 
happened to bump your 
car a little.” He was sway-
ing as he talked and Buck 
knew immediately that his 
friend had been drinking 
(as it appeared, quite a lot). 
He’d had four DUIs and a 
fifth would be some major 
time in jail and worse. He 
surveyed the carnage and 
saw his two classic cars had 
been rear-ended by Frank’s 
truck. Frank had hit the 
Studebaker, which then hit 
the Buick, in a damaging 
chain reaction. Buck asked 
if his friend was okay and 
Frank replied that he was, 
but some blood was trick-
ling down his face below his 
nose. Frank’s car was still 
attached to the Studebaker’s 
bumper, being held by only 
one bolt. It appeared Frank 
had tried by brute force 
to undo the two trucks by 
jumping up and down on the 
Studie’s rear fender, which 
hadn’t helped. 

Buck knew it was going 
to be very expensive to re-
pair his classics, and told his 
friend to go into his house 
and warm up, as the night 
was very brisk and Frank 
was only wearing a coat 

over his PJs. After enter-
ing the house, Frank stood 
by the front door with his 
muddy shoes on and tried to 
explain the reasons for the 
accident, which was more 
of a slur than a conversa-
tion. Buck saw the blood 
was now running down his 
chin and grabbed a paper 
towel, which he handed to 
Frank. Frank rolled up one 
end of the towel and stuck 
it in his bleeding nose as he 
continued to try and ratio-
nalize the accident. While 
he was talking, he reached 
into his shirt pocket and 
pulled out a cigarette, which 
he placed on the corner of 
his mouth. He then tried to 
lite his smoke but instead 
set the paper towel on fire. 
Buck was beside himself 
as he grabbed the blazing 
paper towel, burning his 
hand and dropped the towel 
on his new white carpet. He 
stomped it out and shouted, 
“Gol dang it, Frank! You 
come in here bleeding on my 
new carpet and then try to 
burn my house down.”

There ends part one of 
our tale. Check back next 
week!

Believe it or not, commodities as mea-
sured by the Bloomberg Commodity Index 
and the Thomson Reuters/Core Commod-
ity (CRB) Index are showing year over year 
gains. That is the good news. The bad news is 
the year still has three months to go. Which, 
of course, means the hard asset markets may 
still close the year in the red. If that happens 
commodities will have closed lower six years 
in a row, a feat never before seen in history.  

Marketwatch.com posted an article a few 
days about the fact hard assets were on track 
for the first yearly gain since 2010. Accord-
ing to Market Watch, the best performing 
markets year to date as of mid-September 
are thermal coal, palladium, cotton, iron ore, 
lead, sugar, coking coal, nickel, zinc, cof-
fee, soybean oil, silver KC wheat, natural gas 
platinum and gold. The worst performing 
markets year to date are copper, heating oil, 
cocoa, aluminum, corn, wheat, feeder cattle, 
gasoil, crude oil, gasoline, live cattle, soy-
beans and lean hog futures. 

Note that other than cotton and soybean 
oil, the worst performing commodity mar-
kets this year are United States commodities, 
grains and all livestock. But if you happen 
to be a U.S rancher or farmer, you knew that 
without having to read Market Watch. The 

weakest of commodities have been and con-
tinue to be the U.S. ag markets.

However, this week a high profile market 
that has been doing quite well is poised to 
slip into the category of, “worst performing 
markets year to date.” The market I am refer-
ring to is the yellow metal, gold. The gold 
market did a nose dive at mid-week as the 
dollar surged higher and heavy fund liquida-
tion of long positions sent gold prices to a 
new, five month lows.

Understand that this year, gold got off to 
its best start to any new year since 1980. In 
January of this year, gold was trading around 
the $1,075 level but in mid-July the market 
spiked up to $1,380 an ounce. The January to 
July rally was spectacular. But after this week, 
gold prices are beginning to leak. And leak 
badly I might add.

The gold bulls continue to embrace the 
idea the yellow metal has far more to go on 
the upside simply because this year it got off 
to its best start to any year since 1980. But a 
look back at history shows another side to the 
gold market of 1980 and here it is.

In January 1980 gold prices did indeed hit 
a record high of $850 an ounce due to high 
inflation, very strong crude oil prices, the 
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan and the 

revolution that unfolded in Iran. Investors 
and traders rushed to own gold and pushed 
prices to all-time highs. The enthusiasm for 
owning gold was manic.

But after historic highs were posted, the 
market psychology moved from manic to de-
pressive and prices for the yellow metal began 
to head south. By mid-1982, only two years 
after hitting an all-time high, gold prices 
moved into a $300 to $400 an ounce trading 
range until the summer of 1999, when the 
market fell to $271 an ounce, a long which 
turned out to be a long term low. In early 
2008, gold prices rose over the $850 an ounce 
level for the first time since 1980. It took 28 
years for gold to claw its was back to where it 
was in 1980.

In mid-2012, gold prices rose to another 
all-time high of $1,672 an ounce but has 
been ratcheting lower ever since except for 
the rally that took place this year when the 
market spiked up to $1,380. And as I stated 
earlier in this column, from the July ’16, high 
to the low set this week, of $1,243, the market 
has been in a world of hurt.

The perennial gold bulls, the gold bugs, 
the fast talking sales folks will continue to 
tout the long side of gold as a safe haven play. 
As a, hedge against inflation or deflation. As 

insurance in times of war. Or peace. They 
will urge you to buy gold in times of doom 
and gloom. Or in times of prosperity. Based 
on the history of gold, at some point in time, 
they could be right because when it comes 
to markets of any kind including gold, it all 
comes down to timing. Pure and simple.

Based on history, gold will do in the 
future what it has done in the past. In the 
recent past when gold peaked out in 1980, 
it dropped 67 percent before it carved out a 
long lasting low in 1999. It then took 28 years 
for the market to establish a new high in 2012 
from the old high in 1980. That is the true 
history of gold based for the past 36 years. 

My downside target for the yellow metal 
that I put forth back in 2012 when it was 
north of $1,600 remains at $750 an ounce. 
If the Fed hike rates sooner than later, the 
downside momentum for gold will likely 
accelerate and lure the infamous funds, the 
“algo boys” and the high frequency traders to 
the sell side of the ledger and possibly push-
ing values below my downside target. Based 
on history, buying gold is a waste of time 
and money. Unless of course, you have the 
stomach and patience to wait 28 years for the 
market to recover so you can at least break 
even.

September brought a 
welcome reprieve for the 
Madison Valley Rural Fire 
Department after a very 
hectic summer. The MVRFD 
responded to eight calls for 
service in September.

On Sept. 5 at 12:27 p.m., 
the MVRFD was dispatched 
to a one vehicle crash at 
mile marker seven on MT 
Highway 87. The MVRFD 
responded an engine with 
six firefighters from station 
one, a rescue with one fire-
fighter from station two and 
an engine with two firefight-
ers from station three. The 
majority of the response was 
canceled when station two 
personnel arrived on scene 
and found no injuries or 
road blockage.

The MVRFD was dis-
patched for assistance to lift 
an individual who had fallen 
on Sept. 6 at 1:42 p.m. The 
MVRFD responded a com-
mand with three firefighters 
from station one.

On Sept. 8 at 3:54 p.m. 
the MVRFD was dispatched 

to a grass fire on North 
Meadow Creek Road.  The 
MVRFD responded a tender 
and an engine with four 
firefighters from station 
one and an engine with 
one firefighter from station 
three. First arriving units 
found the fire contained by 
property owners when they 
arrived and MVRFD fire-
fighters quickly went into 
mop-up operations. Cause 
of the fire was determined 
to be fireworks.

The MVRFD was dis-
patched for assistance to lift 
an individual who had fallen 
in the Virginia City Ranches 
on Sept. 8 at 10:13 p.m. The 
MVRFD responded a com-
mand with three firefighters 
but the response was can-
celed en route when other 
responders were able to 
handle the incident.

On Sept. 12 at 1:06 p.m. 
the MVRFD was dispatched 
to a chimney fire in the 
300 block of West Fagin. 
The MVRFD responded an 
engine and a command with 

seven firefighters. Though 
the actual fire was out upon 
arrival of the first unit, the 
stove pipe was still very hot. 
Firefighters dismantled and 
cooled the stove pipe and 
checked for any fire in the 
structure.

On Sept. 13 at 4:35 p.m. 
the MVRFD responded to 
the report of smoke from 
a structure in Cameron. 
The MVRFD responded an 
engine with three firefight-
ers from station one but 
were canceled when it was 
confirmed by individuals 
on scene that the report was 
erroneous.

The MVRFD was dis-
patched to a single tree fire 
in the Aspin Creek drainage 
in the south Madison Val-
ley on Sept. 16 at 2:40 p.m. 
The MVRFD responded two 
engines and a command 
with seven firefighters from 
station one. The U.S. Forest 
Service also responded with 
an engine and initial attack 
crew. The fire was turned 
over to the U.S. Forest Ser-

vice upon their arrival. One 
MVRFD engine and crew 
remained on scene to assist 
U.S. Forest Service firefight-
ers.

On Sept. 29 at 4:57 p.m. 
the MVRFD was dispatched 
for mutual aid to the Har-
rison Fire Department for 
the report of a brush fire 
near mile marker 62 on U.S. 
Highway 287. The MVRFD 
responded an engine, a 
tender and a command with 
seven firefighters from sta-
tion one. After an extensive 
search of the area no fire 
was located.

If you have any questions 
or concerns, Madison Val-
ley Rural Fire Chief Shawn 
Christensen invites you to 
contact us at 682-3311. We 
look forward to hearing 
from you. If no one is avail-
able, please leave a message 
and we will return your call 
as soon as possible. Please 
visit our home page at www.
mvrfd.org/. Remember to 
sign our guest book and let 
us know what you think.

This, Our Valley:
By Reverend Keith Axberg

Beautiful minds
The wisdom of the prudent 

is to give thought to their ways 
… Proverbs 14

The other day I was wan-
dering around the internet, 
aimlessly flitting from one site 
to another. My wife asked me 
what I was doing and I told 
her, “I’m killing time.”

It’s a funny saying, isn’t 
it? “Killing 
time.” 

I have 
finally got-
ten to that 
age where 
I am more 
aware of my 
body than 
usual. Every 

now and then 
I reach to grab something 
and there is a twinge in my 
shoulder that was never there 
before. I wonder whether it is 
muscle ache or joint pain and, 
frankly, can’t tell. I’d have to 
be more in tune with my body, 
and that would take paying at-
tention – something for which 
I haven’t got time!

I’m coming to realize that it 
isn’t time I’m killing as much 
as time is killing me! As I ap-
proach the Golden Years (at 
the pace of a sloth on speed), I 
find myself wondering how it 
is this “gold” has gotten itself 
wrapped in a crust of rust!

That’s one of the problems 
with a relatively sedentary life-
style. I’d like to think I am an 
active sort, but maybe flipping 
the channels with a remote or 
wandering the world via the 
World Wide Web isn’t as active 
as it sounds. Flipping is a word 
we hear in gymnastics, but 
I’m not sure what I do quali-
fies as a gymnastic maneuver. 
I would also venture to state 
that logging onto the internet 
is less physical than logging a 
forest, so maybe I need to con-
sider a change in lifestyle.

This idea of time killing us 
is nothing new, of course. The 
Greek word for time is Chro-
nos, named for a nasty minor 
deity who was best known for 
eating his own children. He is 
depicted by artists as a raven-
ous old coot whose appetite is 
never satiated – always con-
suming, but never satisfied. 
That’s a scary-good picture of 
time, if you ask me. 

There is another Greek 
word – a better word – for 
time: Kairos. This is some-
times called “God’s time.” This 

is time as an opportunity, a 
gift; time with a purpose. This 
kind of time does not steal 
life, but gives life. It is the sort 
of time Solomon referred to 
when he wrote: To everything 
there is a time and a season 
– a time to laugh, a time to 
mourn; a time to be born, a 
time to die; a time to speak, a 
time for silence, and so forth.

If we look at time this way, 
we find the questions we ask 
tend to change. Instead of 
asking what time it is, we ask 
what this time is for. How 
should I use this time that 
God has given me? Instead of 
crying, “Good God, morning,” 
when we awake, we shake off 
our sleep and declare, “Good 
morning, God!” 

What I have discovered is 
that it isn’t time that needs to 
change, but my attitude toward 
time. Instead of grousing 
about where time has gone, I 
look to see how best to use the 
time I’ve got, and at the end of 
the day, admire the things I’ve 
accomplished, or how much 
less there is to do next time I 
get started. 

That’s quite a difference, 
isn’t it?

Solomon said, “The wis-
dom of the prudent is to give 
thought to their ways,” and I 
suppose one of the things he 
had in that beautiful mind of 
his was the idea that if we are 
wise, and if we are prudent, 
we will give thought to not 
just what we say and do, but to 
how we use our time.

When that computer of 
mine isn’t behaving properly, 
I find I sometimes have to 
reboot it; turn it off, unplug it, 
remove the battery and after a 
minute, put it all back togeth-
er, start it up and it’s good as 
new. Maybe we need to do that 
with our lives, too – unplug 
and reboot.

It may not remove the 
arthritis and muscle strain one 
acquires with age, but it could 
well remove the twinge of 
guilt that arises when we find 
ourselves killing time instead 
of redeeming it for the sake 
of the kingdom. That could 
create in us a beautiful mind 
in no time at all, and wouldn’t 
that be a pleasant thing in this, 
our valley?

Keith Axberg writes on mat-
ters concerning life and faith. 
He can be reached at kfaxberg@
gmail.com. 

Rev. Keith Axberg





MARKETPLACE

View classifieds online at www.madisoniannews.com/classifieds.

the Madison County

HELP WANTED

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE APART-
MENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 
month plus security deposit, 

utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE APART-
MENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 4 month lease, $700 

per month plus security depos-
it, utilities included, non-smok-
ing, no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, 

Manager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

The Madison Valley Manor is 
hiring full time and part time    
Certified Nursing Assistants.  

This is a great opportunity to work 
in a personal healthcare setting.

   · Excellent pay
   · Government retirement.

   · Benefits including life and 
health insurance. 

   · Relocation bonus. 
   · Tuition reimbursement. 
   · Free training and C.N.A. 

certification available.
If you are interested in a rewarding 

career in healthcare, Madison 
Valley Manor is the place.  
Please contact Christine 

Canterbury, DON at 682-7271 for 
more information.  EOE

Historic Preservation Officer for 
the Town of Virginia City.  
Dynamic, professional, part-time 
position (20 hours/week), 
working on behalf of the com-
munity and the Virginia City 
National Historic Landmark.  
Qualified candidate must have 
education or experience in any of 
the following areas; 
historic preservation, history, ar-
chitecture, community planning 
and/or zoning regulations.  
Please contact the Town Office at 
406-843-5321 for employment 
application and position descrip-
tion.  Position open, until filled. 
Equal opportunity employer.
39-tfc-b

For RENT

FOR RENT:
RV Storage in Ennis. 12'x36' and 
12'x40'. Call 581-7687
43-1-b

Place Your Classified
682-7755

for sale

estate sales

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Caretaking. Very clean, 58 year 
old man looking for caretaking 
job. Non-smoker, non-drinker, 
no pets. References available. 

Would prefer to live on property, 
but not required. Please call 

544-5850
46-tfc-b

For RENT
& Services

FOR RENT: Call Apex Manage-
ment at 682-7112 or 581-0103 for 
long term or vacation rentals in 
Ennis and the Madison Valley.
1-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 
Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 
682-7442
18-tfc-b

For Rent Near Alder: 2 BR/1 Bath 
log fenced lot. $1000 per month 
plus utilities. Call 685-3609
44-tfc-b

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. Ennis. 
682-7844
30-tfc-b

SERVICES

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Fall is ideal removing 
and pruning time!

For lease

Lease opportunity. Outlaw's Cafe 
in Virginia City. Call 843-5322
42-tfc-b

Bartender needed. Call 406-581-
5783. $$

Madison Valley Manor is hiring 
a FULL TIME DAY SHIFT REG-
ISTERED NURSE. This is a great 
opportunity to work in a “5-Star” 
personal healthcare setting.
· Excellent pay
· Benefits including Health Insur-
ance, Retirement, Life Insurance, 
vacation and sick time
· Relocation bonus
If you are interested in a re-
warding career in healthcare, 
Madison Valley Manor is the 
place. Applications may be found 
at www.madisoncountymt.gov. 
The application and a complete 
resume should be sent to the 
Administration Office at Madi-
son Valley Manor, 211 N Main 
St., Ennis, MT 59729 or contact 
Christine Despres, DON at 
682-7271 for more information. 
Application deadline is October 
17, 2016. EOE
48-4-b

Madison Valley Manor is hiring 
a FULL TIME FLOAT REGIS-
TERED NURSE. This position 
requires the ability to work a 
variety of shifts to meet staff-
ing needs of the facility. This is 
a great opportunity to work in 
a “5-Star” personal healthcare 
setting.
· Excellent pay
· Benefits including Health Insur-
ance, Retirement, Life Insurance, 
vacation and sick time
· Relocation bonus
If you are interested in a re-
warding career in healthcare, 
Madison Valley Manor is the 
place. Applications may be found 
at www.madisoncountymt.gov. 
The application and a complete 
resume should be sent to the 
Administration Office at Madi-
son Valley Manor, 211 N Main 
St., Ennis, MT 59729 or contact 
Christine Despres, DON at 
682-7271 for more information. 
Application deadline is October 
17, 2016. EOE
48-4-b

Cardwell Store is NOW 
HIRING, Part-Time - 

Dependable, team oriented, 
outgoing, cashiers, with 

exceptional customer service 
skills.  Must be willing to work 

weekends.  Starting wage 
$10.00 per hour DOE.  Stop in 

for application or 
call 406-287-5092.

45-tfc-b

McAllister Inn-  Looking for 
daytime line cook and dish-
washer.  Year round employment.  
Please call 579-0744
39-tfc-b

Rental homes available in the 
Ruby Valley. Get on the waiting 
list by filling out a free applica-
tion visit: www.AskJack.Realtor
48-4-b

BIG SKY CAR RENTAL 
LIQUIDATION SALE

 
2015 Nissan Versa SV $9,250
2014 Toyota Yaris L $7,025

2014 Chevy Spark LT $6,475
2014 Ford Fiesta SE $7,300

2013 Chevy Cruze LT $8,500
2012 Hyundai Elantra GLS $8,500

2012 Chevy Malibu LS $9,000
2014 Ford Fusion SE $10,475

2013 Chevy Impala LT $7,800
2013 Dodge Grand Caravan SE $9,450
2013 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT $9,925

WEST YELLOWSTONE , MT
406-646-9564 

48-4-b

Part time kitchen help wanted. 
Please call 406-682-4555.
44-tfc-b
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antiques

YaYa Sisters
Sale

Antiques, vintage, collectibles, 
287 & Madison

Across from D&D Auto
Ennis, MT

Call for hours or stop by
596-0338

"Where you find odds n' ends so 
you can have a treasure."

49-4-b

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Ruby Valley Hospital
Full-time CNA (Certified 

Nurse Aide), Position Opening
Full Benefit Package

Send Application with letter of 
Interest to: Dennis J Holschbach      

Director of Human Resources
Ruby Valley Hospital
220 East Crofoot St

PO Box 336
Sheridan, MT 59749-0336

Phone 406-842-5453
Email: dholschbach@rubyval-

leyhospital.com
Ruby Valley Hospital is an Equal 

Opportunity Provider and 
Employer 

50-?-b

Route Bus Driver
Ennis  School
School bus route driver needed 
for the 2016-2017 school year.  
Must have, or be qualified to 
obtain, a commercial driver’s li-
cense.  All bus drivers are subject 
to pre-employment drug testing 
and must be part of our random 
testing program as required by 
DOT.  The routes will be 3½ per 
day with starting salary at $14.00. 
For further information, call 
Superintendent, Casey Klasna at 
682-4258.
50-3-b

In Sheridan. Newly remodeled 
2BR/1 BATH pets negotiable. 
$750 per month. Water/sewer in-
cluded. Utilities NOT included. 
406-865-0416
50-2-B

Yamaha Generator.
EF2000is. 400-500 hours. Runs 
perfect. $350 (cost $1,000). Call 
631-766-1853
50-2-p

1988 Ford Bronco. 351. Runs 
good. Automatic 4x4. 140,000 
miles. $2,200. Call 600-2772
50-4-p

FOR SALE! Many things in an 
old barn: table saw-planer, lots of 
scaffolding and masonry equip-
ment.  Call 682-7241
50-3-b

Looking for a 
job?

Looking for a 
place to live?
Looking for a 

freezer?

We can help!

Looking to 
hire someone 

locally?
Need to rent 

your house out 
for the winter?
Want to unload 

your old 
freezer?

We can help!

Give us a call or 
email to place a 

classifi ed ad.
Placement 
in the West 
Yellowstone 

Star also gets 
you placement 

online.

Call or email :

682-7755 
 

OR EMAIL

ads@madisonian
news.com

for rates and 
options.

For Rent. Two story furnished 
studio guest house. Upper deck, 
heated garage and storage, W/D 
and kitchenette. 1 year lease $750 
per month utilities included. N/S 
No dogs. In Ennis. Call Erich 
682-5737
51-tfc-b

Hunting apartment for rent. Call 
596-3419
51-2-b

IT'S GOTTA GO SALE at 
CoverUps Gifts and Embroidery, 

110 E. Main Street, Ennis. 
50% off inventory. Cash only.

51-4-b

Living Estate Sale
Indoors

830 Madison Ave Apt D.
Ennis

October 21 & 22
9-4 pm

October 23
1-4 pm

Some furniture, window A/C, 
artwork, cedar chest, lots of 

housewares, books, tapes, some 
tools, much misc.

51-2-p

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 406-682-

3304

moving sale

Moving Sale
Household, garage & shop items

Saturday, Oct. 15, 9 am-4 pm
Sunday, Oct. 16, 9 am-Noon
Laurin, MT = 10 Miles SE of 

Sheridan, 2 miles NW of Alder. 
Cash only. Follow the signs.

wanted

Looking for a Corgi foster family. 
596-3419

51-2-b

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

WeÕ re on 
the web!

www.
madisoniannews

.com

Check us out!Check us out!

Town of Virginia City is seeking 
a Public Works Director. This 
is a full time position starting 
January 1, 2017. Applicant must 
be willing to work 8 hours a week 
from November 1, 2016 through 
December 31, 2016 for training 
purposes. This position requires 
residence in Virginia City. Inter-
ested persons may contact the 
town of Virginia City for more 
information 406-843-5321
51-20-b



Thursday,	 October	 13,	 2016B6

Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
RE/MAX Mountain Property

Aspen Loop – West Yellowstone - $445,000
• 0.89+/-acres

• 5bd, 3 ba, 2756 +/- sf
• majestic log home overlooking

Yellowstone Park
• 2 massive stone fireplaces, vaulted ceilings

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 

“We Give Where We Live” ™

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

Madison Trail – Cameron - $549,000
• 3 bd, 2 ba, 3020 +/- SF • 20 +/- acres, custom 

log home • rock fireplace, vaulted ceilings,
• close to Cliff & Wade Lakes, Yellowstone

• 55 +/- acre common area, private Madison 
River access

Longbranch Saloon   Ennis - $585,000
• bar/restaurant, building, fixtures, equipment

• successful, locally owned
• full beverage liquor license and gaming license

• big dining room, casino area
• central location, high tourist traffic

Riverstone Drive – Ennis - $749,000
• 5 bd, 4 ba, 5028 +/- sf • 20 +/- acres NO 

COVENANTS, RIVERFRONT • borders BLM, 1500 
sf shop, horse shelter  • overlooking the Madison 

River, game range, Madison Range • walk to fishing 
on the river, hi end upgrades

Camper Corner – Ennis - $1,190,000 
• 2 bd, 1.5 ba, 1560 +/- sf home

• 1.42 +/- acres, easy access
• 18 trailer spaces, in town

• bath/shower & laundry facilities

Horse Creek Rd – Cameron - $1,795,000
• 3 bd, 3 ba, 4200 +/- sf  • 4.55 +/- acres, river and 
mountain views • granite counters, stone fireplace

• wood floors, beautiful finishes
• private Madison River fishing

• fabulous Sun West Ranch

Madison River Ranch   Cameron - $1,800,000
• 5 bd, 6 ba, 4200 +/  sf • 20+/  acres  magnificent 
log compound • copper counters, rock fireplace

• private Madison River fishing
• all hi end detailing • guest house and garages

• borders forest service, mountain views

N Sun West Road – Cameron - $2,800,000
• 4 bd, 4 ba, 4400 +/- sf log home

• 6 +/- acres, breathtaking views • wrap around 
deck, stone fireplace • rustic elegance, beautiful 

finishes • private Madison River fishing
• guest house, 2 car garage

 MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER

www.mvmedcenter.org  |  406-682-4223  |  305 N. Main, Ennis, Montana

Important reminder: FLU shot CLINICs

FLU 
SEASON 
AHEAD

BE PREPARED

• FREE for 18 years and younger
• FREE for Medicare/Medicaid Patients
• $20 for Adults (19+)

* Pneumovax and Prevnar Injections Available

Saturday, october 15th   8:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Tuesday, october 18th  12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

location: Lower level by the clinic

BLM puts locked 
gate on road after 
unauthorized use 

damages land
Submitted by David Abrams
Bureau of Land Management

After repeated unauthor-
ized use by the public, the 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment’s Dillon Field Office has 
blocked vehicular access to a 
road near Virginia City.

The road, on top of Vir-
ginia City Hill 4 miles east of 
the town, is an access route 
intended only for administra-
tive use and access to four 
communication towers.

“This route is not on our 
travel maps and was never an 
open route that was autho-

rized for vehicle use to the 
public; however, continued 
unauthorized motorized use 
has been creating resource 
damage and problems with 
the public trespassing onto 
private lands,” said Keith 
Johnson, assistant field man-
ager.

Due to this continued un-
authorized use, the BLM has 
installed a locked gate on this 
road. Authorized use on pub-
lic land by the general public 
past this gate is walk-in only.

For more information, call 
Keith Johnson or Ryan Hygon 
at 683-8000. 

Ruby Valley SAR holds open house at new facility

Photo courtesy Bill 
Sinclair

More than 80 people 
attended the Ruby 
Valley Search and 
Rescue’s open house 
on Oct. 5 at their new 
facility in Sheridan.
After dedicating the 
building and accepting 
a $30,000 donation 
from Sheridan residents 
Bob and Kathryn 
Martin, RVSAR held 
their monthly meeting 
and began formulating 
next year’s training 
plan, equipment status 
and alert update since 
hunting season is just 
around the corner.



 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

Prayer requests:
682-4199     843-5296     842-7713

Find 
Fellowship 

With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship
Joel Trenkle/Pastor

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

682-4949

 Sunday School 9:30 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am
Sunday evening bible study 

and prayer time, 6 p.m
606 Comley Way, Ennis

6 Blocks South of City Complex
Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Pastors Travis & Kristina Walker

Office: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group Weds at 6:30 pm
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church

114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Duane Deshner

Sunday Service

10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)

Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry

Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

We are a church dedicated
to serving this valley!

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fully Accessible
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH
You must consider your 
enemies as your friends, 

look upon your evil-wishers
as your well-wishers and 
treat them accordingly.

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

10 a.m. adult forum
11:00 a.m.

NEW MASS TIMES & LOCATIONS
St Joseph's in Sheridan 

Sat. at 4 pm & Tues/Thurs at 7:30 am
NO MASS - OCT 11, 13 and 15

St Mary's in Laurin 
Sunday at 8:30 am

St. Patrick's in Ennis 
Sunday at 11 am, Weds. at 9 am

NO MASS - OCT 12

Father John Crutchfield • Pastor ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Dustin 684-5255

Ruby	 Valley
Baptist	 Church

Tony	 Shaw,	 Pastor
842-5602

Sunday	 School	 9:45	 a.m.
Worship	 Service	 11	 a.m.
Sunday	 Evening	 6	 p.m.
Wednesday	 Eve	 7	 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Baptist	 Church

Sunday School 9:30 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Wednesday Ministries
Kids Club Submerge (K-6) 3:15 PM

Family Dinner 5:30 PM
Youth and Adult Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting 6:30 PM

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

All sizes available up to 1,200 square feet
Heated, insulated, large doors, half bath.
Gary at 581-3531 or Paul at 581-7878

SHOP SPACE FOR RENT IN ENNIS
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Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center pro-
vides meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and Com-
munity Center. Meals are for seniors 60 years and up 
(spouses and caregivers are invited). Donations for meals 
are appreciated.
Monday October 10: CREAMY CHICKEN 
LASAGNA, CHEESY GARLIC TEXAS TOAST, 
CAESAR SALAD, PUMPKIN CAKE
Wednesday October 12: PINEAPPLE PORK CHOPS, 
ROASTED VEGETABLES, TOSSED SALAD, NUTTY 
CARAMEL BARS
Friday October 14: HONEY BBQ MEATLOAF, 
CREAMY MASHED POTATOES, LAYERED GREEN 
SALAD, FUDGE BROWNIES

Senior meals, Virginia City
Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and over will be 
served at the Virginia City Cafe on Tuesday & Thursdays 
from 11:30 am to 2:00  for $3.50.

October 11: Beef  stew, roll, dessert
October 13: Orange chicken, stir-fry over rice, dessert
October 18: Waffles, eggs and bacon, dessert

Ruby Valley Food Pantry,  
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 
114 N. Main St. in Valley Assemply (formerly New 
Beginnings). Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doug 842-5587 or Jim 842-5573 
for more information.

Meals on Wheels, Sheridan
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 
years and over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose 
to eat at the senior center, family style for $3.50 or have 
their meal delivered for $4.00. Delivered meals are within 
the city limits of  Sheridan and should be called in by 10 
a.m. Call Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

ENNIS MEALS ON WHEELS, ENNIS
Tuesday-Friday 11:45 am to 12:30 pm

Reservations 682-4422
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance 
for meal delivery or if  you plan to dine in.  Ennis Senior 
center, 315 W Main Street
OCTOBER 13 - OCTOBER 20
THURSDAY OCTOBER 13: POT ROAST, 
MASHERS, VEGGIES, DESSERT
FRIDAY OCTOBER 14: HAM & BEAN SOUP, 
SALAD, CORNBREAD, DESSERT
TUESDAY OCTOBER 18: RANCH CHICKEN, 
ROASTED POTATOES, SALAD, DESSERT-
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 19: BREAKFAST 
CASSEROLE, TOAST, FRUIT, DESSERT
THURSDAY OCTOBER 20: TURKEY WITH 
STUFFING, CRANBERRIES, VEGGIES, BIRTH-
DAY CAKE

Area Senior Meals

Sheriff’s office releases photos of burglary suspect
Submitted by Wes Heavrin

Madison County Sheriff's Office

The Madison County Sherriff ’s Office is looking for any information regarding the identity of a burglary suspect in the Ennis area. 
The burglary took place early in the morning on Sept. 25, 2016, at a local business. If anyone recognizes the individual or the clothes 
worn by the suspect please contact the Madison County Sheriff ’s Office at 843-5301. Your time and efforts are greatly appreciated.     



PUBLIC NOTICE
The following is the complete text of an 
amendment to the Montana Constitution that 
will be submitted to the voters of the state of 
Montana at the November 8, 2016 General 
Election. The text of the amendment below is 
being published under the authority of Sec-
tion 13-27-311, Montana Code Annotated. 
To review the ballot language of the consti-
tutional amendment, please refer to the Voter 
Information Pamphlet or the Secretary of 
State Office website at sos.mt.gov/elections.  
Questions can be emailed to SOSElections@
mt.gov, or you may contact us by phone at the 
toll free number 1-888-884-8683 (VOTE). 
THE COMPLETE TEXT OF CONSTITU-
TIONAL INITIATIVE NO. 116 (CI-116)
WHEREAS, the People of the State of Mon-
tana find that a crime victim in Montana is 
entitled to enhanced, specific, and meaning-
ful rights to participate in criminal and youth 
court proceedings and enact the following 
new section of Article II of The Constitution of 
the State of Montana.  The section is named 
for a noted victim of crime, Marsy, in whose 
name many states have enacted comparable 
reforms.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA:
NEW SECTION.  Section 1.  Article II of 
The Constitution of the State of Montana is 
amended by adding a new section 36 that 
reads: 
Section 36. Rights of crime victims. (1) To 
preserve and protect a crime victim's right to 
justice, to ensure a crime victim has a mean-
ingful role in criminal and juvenile justice 
systems, and to ensure that a crime victim’s 
rights and interests are respected and pro-
tected by law in a manner no less vigorous 
than the protections afforded to a criminal de-
fendant and a delinquent youth, a crime victim 
has the following rights, beginning at the time 
of victimization:
(a) to due process and to be treated with fair-
ness and respect for the victim's dignity;
(b) to be free from intimidation, harassment, 
and abuse;
(c) to be reasonably protected from the ac-
cused and any person acting on the ac-
cused's behalf;
(d) to have the victim's safety and welfare 
considered when setting bail and making re-
lease decisions;
(e) to prevent the disclosure of information 
that could be used to locate or harass the vic-
tim or that contains confidential or privileged 
information about the victim;
(f) to privacy, including the right to refuse an 
interview, deposition, or other discovery re-
quest and to set reasonable conditions on the 
conduct of any interaction to which the victim 
consents;
(g) to receive reasonable, accurate, and time-
ly notice of and to be present at all proceed-
ings involving the criminal conduct, plea, sen-
tencing, adjudication, disposition, release, or 
escape of the defendant or youth accused of 
delinquency and any proceeding implicating 
the rights of the victim; 
(h) to be promptly notified of any release or 
escape of the accused;
(i) to be heard in any proceeding involving the 
release, plea, sentencing, disposition, adju-
dication, or parole of the defendant or youth 
accused of delinquency and any proceeding 
implicating the rights of the victim; 
(j) to confer with the prosecuting attorney;
(k) to provide information regarding the im-
pact the offender's conduct had on the victim 
for inclusion in the presentence or predis-
position investigation report and to have the 
information considered in any sentencing or 
disposition recommendations submitted to 
the court; 
(l) to receive a copy of any presentence re-
port and any other report or record relevant 
to the exercise of a right of the victim, except 
for those portions made confidential by law;
(m) to the prompt return of the victim's prop-
erty when no longer needed as evidence in 
the case; 
(n) to full and timely restitution.  All money 
and property collected from a person who 
has been ordered to make restitution must 
be applied first to the restitution owed to the 
victim before paying any amounts owed to the 
government.
(o) to proceedings free from unreasonable 
delay and to a prompt and final conclusion of 
the case and any related postjudgment pro-
ceedings;
(p) to be informed of the conviction, sentence, 
adjudication, place and time of incarceration, 
or other disposition of the offender, including 
any scheduled release date, actual release 
date, or escape; 
(q) to be informed of clemency and expunge-
ment procedures; to provide information to 
the Governor, the court, any clemency board, 
or any other authority and to have that infor-
mation considered before a decision is made; 
and to be notified of any decision before the 
release of the offender; and 
(r) to be informed of the above rights and to be 
informed that the victim may seek the advice 
and assistance of an attorney with respect to 
the above rights. This information must be 
made available to the general public and pro-
vided to all crime victims on what is referred 
to as a Marsy's card.
(2) A victim, the victim's attorney, the victim's 

legal representative, or the prosecuting attor-
ney at the request of the victim may assert 
and seek enforcement of the rights enumerat-
ed in this section and any other right afforded 
to the victim by law in any trial or appellate 
court or any other authority with jurisdiction 
over the case as a matter of right. The court 
or other authority shall act promptly on the 
request, affording a remedy by due course 
of law for the violation of any right. The rea-
sons for any decision regarding disposition of 
a victim's right must be clearly stated on the 
record.
(3) This section may not be construed to 
deny or disparage other rights possessed by 
victims. This section applies to criminal and 
youth court proceedings, is self-executing, 
and requires no further action by the Legis-
lature.
(4) As used in this section, the following defi-
nitions apply:
(a) "Crime" means an act defined as a felony, 
misdemeanor, or delinquency under state 
law.  
(b) "Victim" means a person who suffers di-
rect or threatened physical, psychological, or 
financial harm as a result of the commission 
or attempted commission of a crime.
(i) The term includes:
(A) a spouse, parent, grandparent, child, sib-
ling, grandchild, or guardian of the victim;
(B) a person with a relationship to the victim 
that is substantially similar to a relationship 
described in subsection (4)(b)(i)(A); and
(C) a representative of a victim who is a minor 
or who is deceased, incompetent or incapaci-
tated.
(ii) The term does not include the accused or 
a person who the court believes would not act 
in the best interests of a minor or of a victim 
who is deceased, incompetent or incapaci-
tated.
(Pub. September 29, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 2016) 
mna
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF
MONTANA, COUNTY OF MADISON
IN RE ESTATE OF:
MARVEL VICTORY MUELLER, also known 
as MARVEL JESSY MUELLER,
Deceased.
Cause No.  DP-29-2016-23
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate.  All persons having claims against 
said decedent are required to present their 
claims within four (4) months after the date 
of the first publication of this notice, or said 
claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to PAUL N. 
SHAMBRA, the Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, at 151 Grande View 
Drive, Apt. 20, Biloxi, Mississippi  39531, 
or filed with the Clerk of the above-entitled 
Court.
Dated:  September 13, 2016
/s/PAUL N. SHAMBRA
Personal Representative
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI )
:ss
COUNTY OF Harrison)
PAUL N. SHAMBRA, being first duly sworn, 
upon oath, deposes and says:
That he has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of his knowledge 
and belief.  I make this declaration under pen-
alty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana.
/s/PAUL N. SHAMBRA
Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 13th day of September, 2016.
/s/ CARYLE D. LENA
Notary Public for the State of Mississippi
Residing at: Harrison County  
My Commission expires: September 12, 2017
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
Ennis, MT  59729
Telephone:  (406) 682-7878
(Published October 6, 13, 20 2016) km
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NOTICE TO MADISON RIVER 
WATER USERS

(Pursuant to Section 85-2-233(6), MCA)
A Motion to Amend the Preliminary Decree of 
Statement of Claim 41F 110428-00 has been 
filed with the Montana Water Court by Claim-
ant Stephen P. McDonnell.
McDonnell requested to add a point of di-
version in the SENESE of Section 31, T1S, 
R2E, Gallatin County and requested to cor-
rect the legal description for 30 acres of the 
place of use from the SW of Section 10 to the 
SE of Section 9, T1S, R2E, Gallatin County.  
McDonnell has also requested an informa-
tion remark be added to the abstract of the 
claim stating water diverted from the Madison 
River in the SENESE of Section 31, T1S, R2E 
is diverted into Spring Creek (also known 
as Rey Creek and Hot Spring Creek) in the 
NWNESE of Section 20, T1S, R2E and noting 
that Spring Creek is used as a natural carrier 
to the place of use in Section 9, T1S, R2E, 
Gallatin County.
Objection Date
Any response or objection to the Motion to 
Amend must be filed with the Montana Water 
Court, PO Box 1389, Bozeman, MT 59771-
1389, by December 12, 2016 in accordance 
with Section 85-2-233(6), MCA.  A copy of 
any response or objection must be served 
on Stephen P. McDonnell’s attorneys, Dana 
Elias Pepper and Bina R. Peters, Pepper 
Law Firm, PLLC, PO Box 477, Bozeman, MT 
59771.  Please indicate “Claim 41F 110428-
00” on any response, objection or other filing 
related to this Motion to Amend.
(Published October 13, 20, 27, 2016) plf
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF MADI-
SON IN RE ESTATE OF:
ROBERT BENJAMIN SYPHERT, also known 
as ROBERT B. SYPHERT,
Deceased.
Cause No.  DP-29-2016-24
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate.  All persons having claims against 
said decedent are required to present their 
claims within four (4) months after the date 
of the first publication of this notice, or said 
claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to NANETTE 
B. PELUSO, the Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, at 1311 Schley Av-
enue, Butte, MT  59701, or filed with the Clerk 
of the above-entitled Court.
Dated:  September 16, 2016
//s//NANETTE B. PELUSO
Personal Representative
STATE OF MONTANA   
:ss
COUNTY OF BUTTE-SILVER BOW
NANETTE B. PELUSO, being first duly 
sworn, upon oath, deposes and says:
That she has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of her knowledge 
and belief.  I make this declaration under pen-
alty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana.
//s//NANETTE B. PELUSO
Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 16 day of September, 2016.
Leaona L.Anderwald
Notary Public for the State of Montana
Residing at: Butte, Montana
My Commission expires: October 20, 2018
(SEAL)
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
Ennis, MT  59729
Telephone:  (406) 682-7878
(Published October 13, 20, 27, 2016) km
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
(Pursuant to Section 85-2-233(6), MCA)
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE'S 
SALE on February 2, 2017,  at  02:00 PM  at 
the Front Door to the Madison County Court-
house located at 100 West Wallace in Virginia 
City, MT 59755, the following described real 
property situated in Madison County, Mon-
tana:
A tract of land situated in Section 17, Town-
ship 4 South, Range 5 West, P.M.M., Madison 
County, Montana, more particularly shown as 
Lot 5 on the Amended Plat of 7M-4R Subdivi-

sion as filed in Book 4 of Plats, page 322-A, 
records of Madison County, Montana
Bret Carter and Connie L. Hill AKA Connie 
Hill, JT, WROS, as Grantors, conveyed said 
real property to First American Title Company 
of Madison County, as Trustee, to secure an 
obligation owed to American Federal Savings 
Bank, Corporation, as Beneficiary, by Deed 
of Trust on March 12, 2008, and recorded on 
March 12, 2008 as  Document No.  124997. 
The beneficial interest is currently held by 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association. 
First American Title Company, LLC, is the 
Successor Trustee pursuant to a Substitution 
of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk 
and Recorder of Madison County, Montana.
 The beneficiary has declared a default in 
the terms of said Deed of Trust by failing 
to make the monthly payments  beginning 
March 1, 2013, and each month subsequent, 
which monthly installments would have been 
applied on the principal and interest due on 
said obligation and other charges against the 
property or loan.  The total amount due on 
this obligation as of September 30, 2016  is 
$163,756.85 principal, interest at the rate of 
5.87500% totaling $35,276.12, late charges 
in the amount of $203.52, escrow advances 
of $11,525.76, and other fees and expenses 
advanced of $1,057.50,  plus accruing inter-
est,  late charges, and other costs and fees 
that may be advanced.
The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse 
such amounts as may be required to preserve 
and protect the property and for real property 
taxes that may become due or delinquent, un-
less such amounts of taxes are paid by the 
Grantors.  If such amounts are paid by the 
Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will be add-
ed to the obligations secured by the Deed of 
Trust.  Other expenses to be charged against 
the proceeds of this sale include the Trustee's 
fees and attorney's fees, costs and expenses 
of the sale and late charges, if any.
Beneficiary has elected, and has directed the 
Trustee to sell the above described property 
to satisfy the obligation.
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the beneficiary, excepting only the 
Trustee, may bid at the sale.  The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certified checks or cashier’s 
checks).  The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed without any representation or 
warranty, including warranty of Title, express 
or implied, as the sale is made strictly on an 
as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the 
sale is being made subject to all existing con-
ditions, if any, of lead paint, mold or other en-
vironmental or health hazards.  The sale pur-
chaser shall be entitled to possession of the 
property on the 10th day following the sale.
The grantor, successor in interest to the 
grantor or any other person having an inter-
est in the property, at any time prior to the 
trustee’s sale, may pay to the beneficiary or 
the successor in interest to the beneficiary 
the entire amount then due under the deed 
of trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually in-
curred and attorney’s fees) other than such 
portion of the principal as would not then be 
due had no default occurred and thereby cure 
the default.
The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be post-
poned by public proclamation up to 15 days 
for any reason, and in the event of a bank-
ruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by 
the trustee for up to 120 days by public proc-
lamation at least every 30 days.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A 
DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Dated: September 14, 2016
Kaitlin Ann Gotch 
Assistant Secretary,
First American Title Company, LLC
Successor  Trustee
Title Financial Specialty Services
PO Box 339
 Blackfoot ID 83221 
STATE OF Idaho
ss.
County of Bingham
On this 14 day of September, 2016, before 
me, a notary public in and for said County and 
State, personally appeared Kaitlin Ann Gotch, 
know to me to be the Assistant Secretary of 
First American Title Company, LLC, Succes-
sor Trustee, known to me to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing 
instrument and acknowledged to me that he 
executed the same.
Rae Albert
Notary Public
Bingham County, ID
 Commission expires:09/06/2022 
J P Morgan Chase Bank, N.A.vs Hill 100786
(Published October 13, 20, 27, 2016) mk
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon
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CHILD FIND
Ennis Schools is offering free 

developmental screenings for children 
birth to age fi ve.

Screenings offered include: hearing, 
communication, motor skills & general 

development.
FRIDAY OCTOBER 14th

To schedule an appointment or for more information, 
C at 682-4237

for the week of OCtober 13, 2016

Madison County Sanitarian’s Office
P.O. Box 278 - 103 W. Wallace Street

Virginia City, MT 59755
(O) 406-843-4275     (F) 406-843-5362

mcsani@madison.mt.gov

SERVSAFE TRAINING
The Madison County Sanitarian’s Office will be holding a series of ServSafe trainings. A 

successful passing grade will satisfy the Montana Food Code, which requires all licensed food 
establishments to have a Certified Food Manager on staff. 

The dates and locations are listed below:

DATe:  October 20th, Thursday, 8:00am-5:00pm Virginia City, in the 
Administrative Building public meeting room.

Fee: $75.00
Registration Deadline: One week prior to the class

Registration forms can be found on the Sanitarian’s page of the Madison County website at 
madison.mt.gov, or the Sanitarian’s Office, located at 103 W. Wallace Street in Virginia City.

Textbooks will be available for pick up at the Madison County Sanitarian’s Office. Applicants 
must be registered and fees paid in advance of receiving textbooks and exam materials. 

Lunch will be provided at no cost.
Please call the Sanitarian’s Office at 843-4275 to register for this training. Seating is limited, 

so please register early.
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October 20, 2016 •  6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

CANDIDATE FORUM

David Schulz Dan AllhandsDISTRICT 1 
COMMISSIONER

ALDER  F IRE  HALL   |  ALDER, MT

Light refreshments 
will be served.

The public is encouraged to come 
prepared with questions. 

Candidates have two minutes to 
respond to questions.

No rebuttals.

Abigail Dennis, Editor, will moderate. 

Sponsored by 
The Madisonian

Come Help Us Celebrate Our Beautiful New Convenience Store!

Saturday, October 22, 2016
11:00 am – 2:00 pm 

*FREE LUNCH,  DOOR PRIZES ,  G IVEAWAYS*  

Mcleod Mercantile
Norris Sinclair

 Grand Re-Opening

*For fuel orders in the Ennis, Norris, Harrison, Pony,      
  Whitehall area call 406-685-3361
*For fuel orders in the Ruby Valley call: 406-842-5478
*The only ETHANOL FREE Super Lead Free gas in the valley
*Door Prizes, giveaways, free lunch!
  COMING SOON: 
  New fuel system in Ennis- accepting all major credit cards!

Upcoming Wor kshop s
ESTATE PLANNING | WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND

ENNIS ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA  •  6 PM

Learn from the Best: Dr. Marsha Goetting, MSU Extension 
Economics Specialist, will be in our area with her interactive and 
engaging presentation on Estate Planning. This topic is a great 
way to start thinking and talking about what you want for your 

family and your assets.
The event will have two locations and times:
• 12 PM Lunch Sheridan- The Moraine Center 

(Philanthropy River Bldg)
• 6 PM Dinner Ennis- Elementary Cafeteria

Meals will be served at each event. RSVP by noon Oct 31 at 
682-3181 for the Ennis workshop and 842-5741 x 106 for the 

Sheridan workshop.

DISCUSSION ON WILD BIRD FEEDING| MARC ELSER 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH | 7-9 PM | HS ROOM #5 | $10

Come join in on a discussion led by Marc Elser on tops for feeding 
wild birds. Types of feeders, types of food and precautions are 

among some topics will be discussed.

682-4258  •  ENNIS-ECE.ORG

Ruby Valley hosts FFA competition
Submitted by Rodney Braaten

Sheridan Schools 

On Sept. 20, Southwest 
Montana’s FFA community 
gathered in the Ruby Valley 
to compete in range, livestock 
and forestry events. The an-
nual Ruby Valley Invitational, 
or RVI, is hosted by students 
and alumni in order to cre-
ate the most welcoming and 
organized event for members. 
Annually, around 400 students 
attend and 50 volunteers help 
keep the day running smooth-
ly. Each volunteer has a spe-
cific group they led and tested 
in their chosen activities.

In range and soils all 

competitors identified differ-
ent species of plants and their 
characteristics, along with 
land capability. This activity 
was facilitated by the Sheridan 
Natural Resources and Con-
servation Service.

Held in the Morse Land Co. 
Equestrian Center, livestock 
judging participants were 
divided into groups of around 
25 people with one leader to 
guide them around the barn to 
judge eight classes of livestock. 

Forestry was also led in 
separate groups at the Mill 
Creek Campground with stu-
dents identifying trees, their 
potential, land management 
and even identifying different 

sections of agricultural maps. 
Overall, the day was success-
ful with many students finding 
new passions in agriculture. 

The Ruby Valley FFA 
Chapter won sixth in senior 
livestock; third in green-
hadn livestock; third in senior 
range; and first in greenhand 
range. Charali Wetherbee got 
first in senior livestock judg-
ing; Coleman Gilman got sev-
enth in greenhand livestock; 
Aislinn Deavel got second 
in greenhand range; Isaac Ben-
don got third in greenhand 
range; and Kenny Foster got 
third in senior forestry.

Photos courtesy Rodney 
Braaten
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