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$72,262 allotted
to projects in
Madison County

From fighting weeds to motorized
trail maintenance, resource advisory
committee approves funding

ABIGAIL DENNIS
editor@madisoniannews.com

Battling invasive weeds, improving public access and rem-
edying erosion issues on and around Madison County’s Forest
Service land is an expensive undertaking. To alleviate some of
that financial burden, the Southwest Montana Resource Advi-
sory Council allocated money to multiple projects in Madison,
Beaverhead, Silver Bow and Jefferson counties.

The funding will support a wide diversity of projects in the
area including improving westslope cutthroat trout habitat,
improving road surfacing, repairing and maintaining trails, as
well as fighting and eradicating invasive weeds,” according to a
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest press release.

RACs were established in 2000 under the Secure Rural
Schools Act. Each RAC consists of 15 members, representing
a wide array of interests from conservationists to government
officials to private landowners - for Madison County, com-
missioner Dave Schulz serves on the Southwest Montana RAC
along with Virginia City resident Joe Bettinger and Cameron
resident Steve Primm.

Schulz said RAC funds offset the loss of revenue counties
experienced when Forest Service activities “changed” and no
longer brought economic development to communities.

“Ten to 20 years ago, the Forest Service was actively doing
trail maintenance and improving recreation areas and roads,”
Schulz said. “But today, they have no money. These projects
wouldn’t get done without (the RAC)”

Out of the 19 projects approved by the Southwest Montana
RAG, five directly impact Madison County.

Potosi Campground

The council allotted $4,671 to replace a culvert near the
Potosi Campground outside of Pony, and improve the road
around the campground.

“I can confidently say this is the first phase to greater work
that will address access issues,” Schulz said. “They want to put
in a culvert to re-establish the stream corridor and stop ero-
sion”

Madison District Ranger Dale Olson said the current
culvert at the entrance to the campground is too small for the
volume of water during runoff.

“In the spring we get enough flows that (South Willow

‘A fac1hty to be proud of’

Christie Trapp (L) visits with residents during the Aug. 26 open house.
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Madison Valley Manor completes building renovation

CAITLIN AVEY
news@madisoniannews.com

“It’s been a fascinating process,” said Travis Shipman, who has worked at the Madison Valley Manor since 2004.
“We always worked with what we had and its awesome to have (the facility) complete. None of this would have hap-
pened if it weren’t for Darcel (Cook, manor administrator).”

On Aug. 26, the MVM
held an open house to
showcase their new facility
to community members,
county commissioners and
foundation members. The
open house included tours
of the new interior, min-
gling with residents, lunch
and cake.

In October of last
year, the MVM began
construction for a total
indoor renovation of the
30 bed facility thanks to
a $450,000 Community

Development Block Grant,
a $400,000 budget from
the MVM and donations
from the community.
The interior renovation
brought new and updated
resident rooms, new nurses
stations, flooring, light-
ing and a spa retreat to be
jealous of.

“It’s so exciting and so
emotional,” said Cook,
as her eyes began to well
with tears. “I started crying
this morning just thinking
about it!”

The MVM is the only
five star nursing home
across the board within a
100 mile radius, according
to Cook. That means the
facility received top honors
in everything from quality
of care to staffing ratio to
registered nurse staffing to
rates. The MVM has been
a five star facility for nearly
two years.

“We have a great staff
and our quality of care
comes first so it’s nice to
now have a building to

show for it,” Cook said.
“We have a facility to be
proud of”

While the majority of
the renovation is complete,
Cook said she hopes to
apply for another grant in
2017 to help expand the
kitchen, as well as repave
the parking lot, complete
with safety lights, to match
the Madison Valley Medi-
cal Center next door.

“It’s been a long road
and it’s just awesome,” said
Cook.

Turn to RAC on p. A2

FISHING REGULATIONS

FWP requests public comments on adjustments to regulations

ABIGAIL DENNIS/THE MADISONIAN

Three tributaries to Hebgen Lake (pictured) are proposed to have seasonal

closures to protect spawning rainbow trout.

ABIGAIL DENNIS
editor@madisoniannews.com

Every four years, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
completes a comprehensive review of the state’s fishing
regulations and submits recommendations for changes
to the rulebook to the Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion. The last substantial review and recommendation
cycle took place last year, which means the next major
review cycle will be completed in 2019, with any new
rules going into effect in the 2020 fishing regulations.

This off-cycle year, however, does not mean the
regulations will go untouched, according to a FWP
release.

“The proposals would mean relatively minor
changes in most places and are largely aimed at clarifi-
cations that make the regulations easier to understand
and a few harvest adjustments,” the release states. “Joel
Tohtz, FWP’s Fisheries Bureau Chief, says that the
most significant changes in this off-cycle review year
are proposals that would place seasonal (December
through mid-May) fishing closures on several Hebgen
Lake tributaries to offer spawning protection to rain-
bow trout.”

“This year the changes are light weight,” Tohtz said.
“They are very minor in my opinion. We are not drift-
ing away from the 2016 regulations.”

FWP region three is home to a few proposed adjust-
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ments, some of which impact waterways in and around
Madison County.

Big Hole River

FWP is proposing to clarify the existing regulations
for each segment of river. The new language includes
the following for the section of the river from the head-
waters to Dickie Bridge: the river is open all year, catch
and release for Arctic Grayling, combined trout harvest
of five daily and in possession with no size restriction
and brook trout harvest of 20 daily and in possession.

From Dickie Bridge to Melrose Bridges, the pro-
posal suggests catch and release for Arctic Grayling,
artificial lures only and catch and release only for trout
from Dec. 1 to the third Saturday in May with artificial
lures and/or maggots.

Finally, from Melrose Bridges to the mouth of the
river, the proposal suggests catch and release for Arctic
Grayling and catch and release only for trout from Dec.
1 to the third Saturday in May with artificial lures and/
or maggots.

“Historically, non-native trout harvest regulations
on the upper Big Hole River were meant to provide
harvest opportunity to benefit Arctic Grayling, but the
wording of regulations has caused confusion among
anglers, especially concerning what is permitted in

Turn to REGS on p. A2
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Creek) is overtopping the
road,” Olson said. “We want to
protect the road”

As to the future work
Schulz referred to, Olson said
the Forest Service is working
with a landowner in the area
about installing a diversion
structure to regulate the flow
of the water.

“It gets overtopped with
water since there is no way to
regulate the flow;” Olson said.

“It’s a popular campground and
the hot springs is popular”

Aerial spraying
The Madison Ranger
District of the BDNF received
$20,000 for noxious weed aerial
spraying from the RAC.
“There are areas where
knapweed and houndstongue
are out of control,” Schulz said.
“Aerial application is a fairly
easy way to fight weeds.”
Schulz estimated it costs
around $15 to spray an acre
with a helicopter, meaning
the $20,000 will go a long way
toward fighting the spread
of noxious weeds on Forest
Service land around Madison
County.
Olson said the BDNF has

authorization to do some
spraying in the Lee Metcalf
Wilderness - since the wilder-
ness prohibits the use of mo-
torized vehicles, aerial spraying
is the most effective way to get
it done.

“It is steep and difficult to
access on foot,” Olson said.
“And there’s a lot of ground to
cover”

In addition to spraying in
the wilderness, Olson said the
funds will also go to spraying
in the Gravelly Mountains and
Tobacco Root Mountains, and
will be implemented next year.

AmeriCorps partnership

Madison, Beaverhead and
Silver-Bow counties all contrib-
uted to a BDNF/AmeriCorps
partnership, of which Madison
County received $10,000 to
fund the group’s time in the
area.

AmeriCorps have been
traveling to Southwest Mon-
tana for a number of years,
Schulz explained.

“They complete a variety
of projects from cleaning up
campgrounds to clearing dead-
fall,” Schulz said. “They move
around the area from project
to project. This (funding) will

allow them to be here for a
month or a month and a half”

Motorized trail maintenance

The Madison Ranger Dis-
trict also received $10,000 to
commit to maintaining motor-
ized trails on the forest.

“There are several members
on the RAC who are strong
proponents of motorized trav-
el Schulz said. “This is mostly
to enhance four-wheeler and
bike trails in those areas.”

Olson said the Forest Ser-
vice has not identified which
trails will receive attention,
but work will probably start on
some of the most highly recre-
ated pathways in the Gravelly
Mountains.

“They get a lot of use, espe-
cially during hunting season,”
Olson said. “The work will
mostly be drainage work to
keep the trails from washing

»

out.

Fighting weeds in the Upper
Ruby

For the fourth year, the
RAC allocated money to the
Upper Ruby Noxious Weed
Cooperative for the continu-
ation and expansion of their
weed spraying project — this

year, the cooperative received
$27,591.

“The RAC is supportive of
projects with good cost share,”
Schulz explained. “The Forest
Service, Madison County weed
crew and livestock producers
all commit time and resources
up there”

Schulz said the RAC’s
$27,591 will contribute to what
will most likely turn into a
$60,000 or $70,000 project.

“Invasive species are a huge
threat to public lands,” he add-
ed. “(The Upper Ruby project)
has been a successful program,
so now they are evaluating
the areas they’ve been, and
expanding their efforts to other
places”

The benefit

Schulz said Madison
County’s forest system offers
tremendous opportunities for
backcountry recreation, col-
lecting firewood and more.

“But today, the biggest
economic benefit to having the
(BDNF) in Madison County is
grazing, he said. “It’s a benefit
to Main Street and the sur-
rounding area.”
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winter months,” the pro-
posal states. “This change
should help reinforce the
rationale that management
objectives in establishing
non-native trout harvest regu-
lations in the upper Big Hole
River include support for
Arctic Grayling conservation.”

Hebgen Lake tributaries

The 2016 changes to the
regulations opened most riv-
ers and streams to year-round
angling, and expanded fishing
opportunities. However, the
proposal this year suggests re-
instating seasonal fishing on
a few Hebgen Lake tributary
streams to protect spawning
for certain fish.

Duck Creek is proposed
to open the third Saturday in
May and close after Nov. 30 to
protect rainbow trout spawn-
ing.

“FWP investigations of
Hebgen (Lake), including
microchemistry evaluations,
studies using tetracycline
marking and fin erosion ex-
aminations, now confirm wild
reproduction of rainbow trout
contributes most (over 80
percent) of the rainbow trout
in Hebgen (Lake),” accord-
ing to the proposal. “We also
know that several Hebgen
Lake tributaries are especially
important to wild fish recruit-
ment to the reservoir. Duck
Creek is one of these tributar-

»

ies.

HOW TO COMMENT

Read the changes
and comment online
at http://fwp.mt.gov/
fishing/publicComments/
proposedRegs.html or mail
your comments to FWP
fisheries division Attn: Joel
Tohtz, P.O. Box 200707,
Helena, MT 59601, or email
fwpfsh@mt.gov.

The same is true for Gray-
ling Creek and the South Fork
Madison River, both of which
the proposal suggests only
opening for the third Saturday
in May through Nov. 30.

“Establishing seasonal pro-
tections for spawning rainbow
trout for this tributary seems
prudent at this time,” the pro-
posal continues.

Tohtz said there has been
substantial work on Hebgen
Lake lately to determine if
anglers are catching wild or
hatchery fish.

“The vast majority, a high
percentage, are wild fish,”
Tohtz said. “This says two
things to managers. We are
putting fish in there that
aren’t returning to anglers
- we could put them some-
where else. But if we make
that transition, we don’t want
to drop the floor out of the
fishery by being too quick to
make a change”

The conservative solu-
tion is what is in this year’s
proposal - by protecting
the spawning tributaries to

Hebgen Lake, the wild fish
population will be safeguard-
ed if management changes in
the future and Hebgen Lake is
not stocked.

Proposing changes

FWP uses eligibility crite-
ria to determine if a change
should be proposed, Tohtz
explained. The first is if there
is a need for clarification in
the current regulations, which
is the reason there are new
proposals on the Big Hole
River this year.

“We want to make it easier
to understand on the first
reading,” Tohtz said.

Conservation is also on
FWP’s radar because, as Tohtz
said, the world does not
change on a “four-year cycle,”
which is how FWP does com-
prehensive regulation reviews.
Proposed adjustments also
happen if there is a problem
with enforcement, or if a spe-
cific waterbody’s managne-
ment plan triggers the need
for a change.

In the off-cycle years, FWP
does not solicit ideas from the
public, but Tohtz emphasizes
they store everything they
receive, and those comments
will be taken into consider-
ation during the 2019 review
cycle.

“We want to keep encour-
aging people to keep convers-
ing,” he said. “We never close
the door to hearing about
people’s experience - it takes
a village to do this”

How well do YB8U Know
Madison County?
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Our friend Alice Gilbert knew this was
the Jefferson River, so now she’s due for a
treat on us at the Shovel and Spoon!
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MORE NEWS:
onstruction drags on

County ‘frustrated’ with timeline of Moore Creek culvert project

ABIGAIL DENNIS
editor@madisoniannews.com

It is no surprise that Madison County
commissioner Jim Hart thinks the project
to replace the Moore Creek culverts in
Ennis is “too slow.”

When the project commenced at the
end of November 2015, it had a sched-
uled completion date of July 8. When
completed, the project will replace a total
of eight culverts and bridges that allow
Moore Creek to pass through downtown
Ennis, beginning at First Street and Main
Street and winding southwest through
town, eventually crossing MT Highway
287 by the Mormon Church.

“They’re working on Ballard Lane
now,” Hart said on Aug. 26. “Then they’re
moving to the last (culvert) which is at
MT Highway 287. I would guess they
won't get on that until after Labor Day”

Hart has requested a defined schedule
for the remainder of the project, but has
not received anything from the contrac-
tor.

Though it will be “worth it when it’s
done,” Hart said the project has been

frustrating.

A few weeks ago, Hart and Great West
Engineering sent a letter to the contrac-
tor about liquidated damages - since the
contractor went over the allotted time
frame, the county is opening a discussion
about receiving reimbursement.

“There were some extenuating cir-
cumstances that extended the timeline,”
Hart said, referring to things like the
weather. “But this has taken too long.”

Once the final culvert is replaced,
Hart said there is still substantial finish-
ing work.

“I’ve heard concern (from the commu-
nity) that all the crossings are just gravel,”
he said. “But each bridge and culvert will
be paved before the project is over”

In addition, Hart said the contrac-
tor needs to “clean up” each site so the
stream bank does not wash out in the
spring. He pointed out the area where
Moore Creek crosses Steffens Street as an
example.

“They need to at least make it look
nice;” he said. “As it is, the water will rush
down, hit the bank that isn’t stabilized
and wash it away”

ABIGAIL DENNIS/THE MADISONIAN
The Moore Creek culverts and bridges still require finishing work.

Public access versus property rights

Committee establish to specifically define county roads to avoid contention

ABIGAIL DENNIS
editor@madisoniannews.com

In May, the Madison County commission-
ers established a road review committee, with
the intent of having an entity to research and

evaluate contentious county roads, or roads
that are in question.

“A number of roads throughout any count,
including Madison (County), need to be more
specifically defined,” explained commissioner

Jim Hart. “A lot of road petitions say a road
goes from point A to point B, but does not

define where the road exists between those two
points.”

The committee is comprised of seven people
- six from the community and one county
representative, Karen Brown, Madison County

“We need to identify where the roads begin
and end, and where they go in between,” he
said.

A few years ago, the commissioners hired an
independent contractor to investigate specific

the roads winding through Madison County,
Hart said 10 to 15 are already in question.

“We need to be able to say if it is a county
road, a private road or a public road,” Hart
said.

GIS. roads using records from the county clerk and Another example of the importance of
recorder, old commission minutes and more. defining roads is in Hart’s district — there is an
Why now? “Now we need to take the next step, which unmaintained county road between the Bar 7

Ranch and the talc mine south of Ennis, which
branches off the Call Road.

“People are confused as to which road they
are allowed to be on,” he said. “It’s about public
access versus property rights.”

According to commissioner Dave Schulz,
the board established the committee to evaluate
and research roads, and then make recommen-
dations to the commissioners based on their
findings.

is getting on the ground,” Hart said.

Hart said it is important to define roads
now, because there are sometimes people who
come to Madison County from elsewhere and
think they can block access. In fact, out of all

Fishing restriction lifted on Lower Ruby River

River temperatures improve; river no longer under hoot-owl closure

ABIGAIL DENNIS/THE MADISONIAN

Rivers, like the lower Madison (pictured) are still
under some fishing restrictions due to low flows

and high water temperatures.

ABIGAIL DENNIS
editor@madisoniannews.com

On Aug. 25, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks lifted the hoot-owl restriction on the
Lower Ruby River from Duncan District Road to the river’s confluence with the Beaver-
head River.

“The hoot-owl restriction has been lifted due to improved water temperatures,” a
FWP release states.

yres the A hoot owl restriction on a body of water means that water is closed to fishing daily

jotice.

CEnnis Dam from 2 p.m. until midnight - many rivers in and around Madison County were placed
L on hoot owl or full closures in late July, early August, as a result of consistent high water
ers s closed temperatures and low stream flows.

0 oM. To Though conditions on the Lower Ruby River have improved, multiple stretches of

Southwest Montana rivers remain under hoot owl conditions, including the East Galla-
tin River from Spring Hill Road Bridge to the confluence with the Gallatin River; the
Gallatin River from Sheds Bridge near Four Corners to the confluence with the Madison
River at Three Forks; and the Madison River from Ennis Dam to the confluence with the
Jefferson River.

In addition, three other rivers in the region remain closed to all fishing until further

| notice. That full closure affects the Jefferson River and Yellowstone River - and all its
| tributaries from the boundary of Yellowstone National Park to Highway 212 Bridge in

Laurel. It also affects three sections of the Big Hole River: from Saginaw Bridge to the
confluence of the North Fork Big Hole River and Big Hole River; from Maiden Rock
fishing access site to Notch Bottom FAS; and from Notch Bottom FAS to the confluence
with the Beaverhead River.

2 Madison County teams head to Boulder, Falcons run in Livingston,

The Harrison Wildcats, how-
ever, did not have a meet last
weekend, but will compete with
all four Madison County teams in
Whitehall on Sept. 3.

ABIGAIL DENNIS

editor@madisoniannews.com place

The Sheridan Panthers and
Ennis Mustangs traveled to Boul-

Kyle Lohrenz: 30:11

der on Aug. 27 for their first meet place

of the season, while the Twin RESULTS:

Bridges Falcons passed on that Sheridan

match up, traveling to Livingston Ennis Riain Deavel: 18.28, sixth
the day before for a meet. Wryatt Fredson: 31:52 place

Dillon Williams: 19:59, ninth
Hamilton: 21:51, 18th place

Maida Knapton: 23:50, fifth

Wildcats sit out

24

Ben Larson: 20.24
Tyler Haag: 21.35

Twin Bridges

Though The Madisonian
reached out to Falcon cross
country coach Nancy Bell, calls
were not returned by press time
Tuesday.
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The nominee matters

Dear Editor,

I was pretty impressed
with Ryan Zinke when, sev-
eral years ago, he announced
that he would run for Mon-
tana’s Congressional seat.
With impeccable military
credentials, a gift for public
speaking and thoughtful,
enlightened support for
Montana and the people who
live here, I had hopes he
would serve us well.

But the Congressman
Zinke we have represent-
ing us is not what we were
promised.

Rep. Zinke quickly fell
into formation with the Re-
publican partisans. His vot-
ing record shows that time
and time again, he marched
in lock step with the ob-
structionist majority of
the United States House of
Representative. By default,
that means the people of
Montana and all Americans
are — at best - his second
priority.

Now his party has nomi-
nated for President a racist,
egomaniacal, unqualified
fraud. Zinke cannot seem to
say Trump’s name, hinting

that perhaps he has some
nagging doubts. But then
he is suddenly overcome by
his inviolable commitment
to GOP unity and states un-
equivocally his support for
the “Republican nominee,”
regardless of those doubts.
Long live the party.

It is long past time for
Zinke to demonstrate the
Montana independence
that got him elected and
join the dozen or so other
Republicans that have
unambiguously renounced
the presidential nominee
of the Republican Party. If

WHY VOTE?

GUEST EDITORIAL

his pledge to the party is so
strong that he cannot, he
should resign.

Of course, failing either
of those senarios, we have
a chance to thank him for
his service and elect Denise
Juneau. Zinke will be able to
proudly retire, his head held
high, knowing that he car-
ried his obligation to party
to the very end.

John Getty
Whitehall

Editor’s note: Last month, I reached out to the community with a request. I invited all of you to submit a piece
with your feelings about voting, especially on the local level. This week, Janet Endecott answers the prompt.

Educated. Informed.
Involved. With rights come
responsibilities. These words
from longtime Ennis High
School educator, Bob Clev-
erley, ring as true today as
they did when he was helping
shape the young minds of his
students. As the election draws
closer, I hope more people will
take his advice and make an
informed decision in an elec-
tion that can make a difference
in their life.

Having spent my entire
life involved in agriculture, I
look for candidates who are
familiar with agriculture, or
interested in learning about
it. The decisions that legisla-
tors make can affect business
in many ways, and the results

VOTING IS IMPORTANT T0 ME

of these decisions may not be
the obvious ones they were
expecting. In our area, deci-
sions on bison, wildlife and
the Designated Surveillance
Area (DSA) for brucellosis
are vitally important to me.
Board appointments are also
significant, and can have long
lasting impacts. I want people
who will work with others to
make things better for all; for
example, funding programs
that benefit more than one
area, such as natural resource
conservation and agriculture.
Many conservation improve-
ments can be implemented
that improve rangeland or
riparian areas and can improve
ranch operations. I look for
elected and appointed officials

A big thank you

to Sally and John Lee for opening their
home for the school BBQ and retirement
party. Thanks to all of you who helped
with the setup, meal, and lovely gift.
And thanks for all the good times and
trusting me with your kids.
Love you all!

Jan Smith

that can facilitate projects that
bring diverse groups together
for a common good. Being
more open-minded rather
than having tunnel vision is a
good thing, and learning about
other ways to do things can be
extremely productive. Finally,
it is important to be able to
balance the budget without
taxing businesses out of mak-
ing a living.

On the national level, it
sometimes feels that our voice
is not heard. It is still impor-
tant to keep voting! Some
national topics that affect my
business and concern me are
the waters of the United States,
taxes and endangered species
legislation. I would really like
to see some common sense in
Washington, D.C., and some
recognition of the value of the
agriculture industry. As my
cousin, Joe Goggins, recently
testified before the U.S. Senate
Committee on Agriculture,

Nutrition and Forestry, “In the
next 15 - 20 years when you
look at the massive population
growth, not only in this coun-
try, but worldwide, the deal
maker for the United States

of America when it comes to
trade with our world partners
will not be our technology

or our energy. It will be our
food. The American producer,
feeder and packer have the
know-how, work ethic and
pride to produce the highest
quality, most affordable and
safest protein in the world” t
is imperative to put people in
office who will support agri-
culture.

As this election season
moves forward, please get edu-
cated on the candidates and is-
sues, be informed of what is at
stake and get involved. VOTE!

Janet Endecott

(K&l Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.

842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964
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Now Operating a Newly Installed Cremator
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available

LkTwin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison - Whitehall ~ Bouldera

DATE CHANGE!

'HEADWATERS LIVESTOCK

| Three Forks, MT 59752
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25 Wheatland Rd
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Please call Headwaters Livestock Auction @ 406-285-0502

WE OFFER
COMPLIMENTARY OBITUARIES

Guidelines: Must be 450
words or less and one photo.
(Otherwise, it will be 25 cents per word thereafter)

Please call or email:
682-7755 or
editor@madisoniannews.com

The Madisonian does not enforce the viewpoints or statements of those who submit letters to the editor.
Please do your own research about individuals and issues so you can form the best opinion(s) for yourself.

Get
Results.
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& MORE NEWS:

Sheridan quarterback injured, out for the season; Twin Bridges falls to Flint Creek

ABIGAIL DENNIS
editor@madisoniannews.com

SHERIDAN

Sheridan’s first game of the season in Reed Point started off well - the Panthers ended the first
quarter trailing Reed Point/Rapelje 6 — 12. But two minutes into the second quarter, things took a
turn for the worst.

“I lost my quarterback,” said head coach Jake Steiner. “He landed on the ball wrong and got a
grade four tear in his spleen.”

Quarterback Moxon Lee was taken to the hospital at half time, and then life flighted to Billings -
he is stable and expected to be released from the hospital early this week, Steiner said.

“It’s kind of a freak accident,” Steiner said. “Personally, I just thought he got the wind knocked out
of him at first. Then I kept an eye on him, and at half time, the ambulance crew looked at him.”

Steiner said the injury will prevent Lee from playing football the remainder of the season, and
well as basketball and possibly track this year.

After Lee left the field, the Panthers were unable to score another touchdown - shaken, they al-
lowed 28 points scored on them in the second quarter.

“They took it really hard, which is why I think they didn’t have a great second quarter,” Steiner
said. “It’s hard to explain how they’re feeling. But they played hard the second half. The defense
played well”

Steiner’s game plan now is to work with back up quarterback, freshman Jason Chisholm, to get
him comfortable.

First Second Third Fourth FiMNAL
Sheridan | 6 ) o ' ol 3
Reed Point 12 28 14 o 54

TWIN BRIDGES

The Falcons suffered a tough loss on the road to Flint Creek, 12 - 52.
“We had a great opening drive, which resulted in the first score of the game,” said head coach
Brett Nordahl. “After our first score, Flint Creek scored 44 points in a row before we scored in the

knowing their assignments and executing on every play, both offensively and defensively.

“Victor has an explosive run game so our defense will need to make good reads and rally to the
football,” Nordahl said. “Offensively, we will keep working to find ways to get the ball in the hands of
our playmakers”

FINAL

First | Second | Third Fowrth

Twin Bridges 5 0 0
Flint Creek 14 16 B

12

WHITEHALL

The Whitehall Trojans kicked off their season against Big Timber, a match up they won, 40 - 0.

“All in all, the team played pretty well,” said head coach Dan Lacey. “We had too many penalties
and that’s something we need to clean up”

Quarterback Braden Larsen completed 23 of 40 passes for 386 yards, six touchdowns and one
interception.

“What we will work on this week to prepare for Columbus is focus on the run game and tighten
up our pass coverage,” Lacey said. “We need to control what we can control and focus on our
strengths as a team.”

Third Fourth FINAL
Whitehall T 1 L] L]
Big Timbar a a 1] 1]
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ENNIS

Though the Mustangs were chomping at the bit to play under the Friday night lights, Absorkee
forfeited last Friday’s game, saying they were low on numbers, according to Ennis” head coach Chris

fourth quarter”

Nordahl said penalties and turnovers prevented the Falcons from getting into an offensive rhythm

- in addition, Flint Creek outgained Twin Bridges in offensive yards, 397 to 172.

Falcon middle linebacker Chace Guinnane had a standout game on defensive, racking up 16

tackles.

With a home game against Victor to look forward to on Sept. 2, the Falcons are working on

Hess.

again this year”

“(This next game) will be our longest road trip for the regular season travelling to Broadview/
Lavina in Lavina,” Hess said. “We are anxious to get a game under our belt. We felt Broadview played
very physical upfront last year and look to have some big guys on the offensive and defensive line

Volleyball begins with preseason tournaments

CAITLIN AVEY
news@madisoniannews.com

While regular season games are
set to begin this week, the volley-
ball season kicked off with pre-
season tournaments Aug. 27.

Sheridan and Twin Bridges trav-
eled to Phillipsburg for the Granite
tournament, where they played
teams from all over the district and
state, while Ennis hit the road for
the Choteau Invitational.

SHERIDAN

The Madisonian requested
comments from head coach April
Wauelfing, which were not returned
by press time Tuesday.

TWIN BRIDGES
The Madisonian requested
comments from head coach Karen

Degel, which were not returned by
press time Tuesday.

HARRISON

Harrison had originally intended
to participate in the Granite tour-
nament, but due to low numbers,
the team was unable to compete.

“We are such a short team when
it comes to players that we had to
petition the state to bring up an
eighth grader,” said Phil Taylen.

Taylen, who is in his first year
coaching the Lady Wildcats, said
the team is working on building
a good foundation for their first
game on Sept. 2 against Lone Peak.
The Wildcats host Phillipsburg the
following night.

“We are building and just work-
ing on good skills,” said Taylen.
“I'm looking forward to improv-
ing through the season and getting

ready for districts. We've got a long
ways to go to be competitive at dis-
tricts but I think we’ll get there”

ENNIS

While Sheridan and Twin
Bridges traveled west, the Lady
Mustangs traveled north for the
Choteau tournament, where they
placed second out of 15 teams. The
Mustangs played class B Red Lodge
in the championship, losing in two
games.

“(The girls) played very well as
a team and I am excited to see what
they will accomplish this season,”
said head coach Betty Klein, who
is in her 18th year with the Lady
Mustangs.

The Mustangs hosted Three
Forks on Tuesday, Aug. 30, and will
host Drummond this Friday, Sept.
2.

PHOTO COURTESY BETTY KLEIN

The Ennis Lady Mustangs celebrate taking second at the Choteau Invitational.

CAITLIN AVEY
news@madisoniannews.com

Janet Allestad has been a
loyal local to Virginia City
full time since February 2012.
After visiting the historic
town off and on since 2007,
she made a permanent move
and quickly got involved in
almost every volunteer group
and organization.

“I'love Virginia City,
mainly, because it allowed me

ever I want to”

Janet Allestad:

to be involved in a little com-
munity and I love history,”
Allestad said. “I also wanted
to be a southern belle and
now I get to dress up when-

From her involvement
with the Thompson-Hickman
County Library as the Friends
of the Library president,
to serving on the board of
directors for the Virginia
City Preservation Alliance, to
managing the Grand Victori-

A commitment to Virginia City

an Ball, there are few entiti

in.
“I'm a volunteer officer
at the Elks Lodge, part of

the Madison Valley Woman’s
Club, volunteer at the cham-

ber of commerce, help out
with the city council when
they need me,” she said. “I
don’t really know what I'm
not involved with?”

A statement has never

Talc

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY.

IMERYS

YELLOWSTONE MINE

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

Allestad is willing
to volunteer, no
matter the event,
during the town’s
tourist season —

offs, Allestad is
sure to be around.

Allestad does not have a hand

been more true, as

from poker rides to
chuck wagon cook

es “I just love sharing history
with people and meeting and
greeting people all over the
boardwalk,” she said.
Allestad said she likes to
help out and volunteer be-
cause it is important, espe-
cially in small communities.

“I get my granddaughters
to come over and volunteer
too because I think it’s im-
portant to share with young
people that volunteerism, in a
field, is an important concept
to support your community,”
Allestad said.

Janet Allestad was the grand marshal for the opening season

ERIN LEONARD/THE MADISONIAN

parade in Virginia City.
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MORE NEWS:
PRESERVING HISTORY

New archive room at Sheridan Public Library nearly complete

CAITLIN AVEY
news@madisoniannews.com

The new Sheridan Public Library archives room has
reached near completion after three years since the inception
of the project.

Complete with mobile shelving and a climate controlled
archival room, the last step is collecting information and
starting to fill the room, a process librarian Bill Talbott said
will take years.

“I've started collecting stuff, anything of local historic

Photos clockwise from top left

CAITLIN AVEY/THE MADISONIAN

Bill Talbott is in his 13th year with
the Sheridan Public Library and has
been collecting various documents
and photos for the archive room.

CAITLIN AVEY/THE MADISONIAN

The new archive room is complete
with mobile shelving and is climate
controlled to ensure proper
storage.

CAITLIN AVEY/THE MADISONIAN
Phase two of the project includes a
library expansion.

value - documents, photos,” Talbott said. “Next month some-
time, we’ll get all the town’s records and store them.”

Though the project idea came about toward the end of
2013, since then, the Friends of the Sheridan Library have
been holding fundraising efforts to make the archival room a
reality.

“It’s rewarding to see the library’s efforts and the com-
munity’s generous support yield something tangible in the
completion of the archives,” said Carol Delisi, president of the
Friends of the Sheridan Library. “We already have old copies
of local newspapers and historical information on some of

the shelves and it’s comforting to know that we have a specific
space now where our history can be stored in perpetuity”

Construction on the archival addition began last year, ac-
cording to Talbott, and aside from fundraising efforts from
the board, the library received a number of grants to help
move the archival room from an idea to an action.

The state-approved room is just the first phase of a total
re-haul of the library — phase two consists of expanding the
library to the east, doubling it in size and adding a commu-
nity room, according to both Talbott and Delisi.

Hineadens,

A few weeks ago, T hopped a plane to Las Vegas to spend a
quick 40 hours celebrating my best friend’s 21st birthday. Now,
when you meet me, my personality does not scream VEGAS,
but Grace is like a little sister to me, and I would do anything
to spend time with her. That meant I braved pool time on a 105
degree afternoon and rallied for partying until the wee hours.
Everything considered, the time spent with the birthday girl, her
mother and her sister-in-law was great fun. On the plane home,
my sides hurt from constant laughter, but my feet hurt even
worse due to the torturous shoes I wore ... thanks, fashion!

While the flight home was uneventful, the flight to Vegas was
a lesson in patience and the importance of positive thinking. The
air time of the first leg to Salt Lake City was less than an hour.
But can you remember experiences in your life that seemed to
last forever? We were on a small, regional plane and we were
packed in like sardines! I was first to my row and crossed my

A positive attitude goes a long way

fingers, hoping my seat mate would not show and I would have
extra room. But, lo and behold, the last person to board came
sidling down the aisle with two large bags and stopped.

I consider myself a friendly sort, so I smiled and struck up
some small talk before burying my nose in a book and turning
up my headphones. A few minutes after takeoff, my neighbor
started rummaging for what turned out to be a snack. Now, I'm
not against someone eating on a plane. But my seat mate pulled
out canned tuna and proceeded to mix it with pickle relish, and
then nibbled on the overwhelmingly pungent treat for the entire
flight! I felt myself dropping into a sullen mood, and I like tuna!
But wait, I cautioned myself, what if my neighbor hadn’t eaten for
hours and tuna happened to be what she had available? At this
point, I made a conscious decision to overlook this aggravating
olfactory experience and not allow it to impact my mood. A
large part of overcoming bumps-in-the-road is creating and
maintaining a positive attitude. Resolve to have a great day, and
I bet you will! A large part of having a good day is a positive

attitude, so make the decision to be happy.

The resolve of The Madisonian’s staff to remain positive was
tested the week before my Vegas adventure when our office had
a little photo shoot. Susanne’s good friend, Boyd, was traveling
through town and he graciously agreed to work with four women
for the afternoon, with the goal of getting a few professional
head shots. Boyd is a pro - he actually got photos where the four
of us look like calm, responsible adults. He also snapped some
outtakes where our weird personalities shine.

When we stepped outside to take a few group shots in the
sunshine, our patience was tested. In true Madison County
fashion, it was a day with gale force winds ... I'm pretty sure I
saw a cow blow across the highway. But, instead of letting the
wind ruin our shoot and our day, we adapted! And look at the
result!

‘Abigail

PHOTO COURTESY BOYD G PHOTOGRAPHY
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Buzz from the schools

Welcome back to our newish column, “Buzz from the schools.” In each edition
of the paper, the superintendent from one of Madison County's schools —
Alder, Ennis, Harrison, Sheridan and Twin Bridges — will keep us up-to-date. In

this edition, Mr. Wetherbee from Sheridan answers the call!

Hello from Sheridan!

Sheridan Schools opened the doors on Aug. 22. The excite-
ment was in the air with a kindergarten class of 18 kids all
looking for a brand new experience. The enthusiasm for
school ran up and down the halls through the 12th-grade.
Many new things are lining the halls of Sheridan Schools,
from the new paint on the elementary and high school hall-
ways to the new lights in the music and art rooms.

Along with the new paint are a few new faces in the staff
we need to welcome. Mr. Johnson, our new music teacher,
comes to us from Western Montana College in Dillon. He
is a talent with strengths in band and choir as well as the-
ater. We are excited to have him and hope he will add to our
already flourishing music program. As we continue down the
elementary hall we have Mrs. Trischman, our new fifth-grade
teacher. She comes to us by way of Togiak, Alaska. She brings
a wealth of technical knowledge in addition to being a solid

elementary teacher. She has big shoes to fill
replacing retiring Kathy Lane, but we are
excited to see her working toward that goal.
In addition to new teachers, we have two
student teachers, with Tucker Taylor work-
ing under Mrs. Wuelfing in history, and
Ms. Johnson coming in for an internship in
counseling with Mrs. Bartoletti.

The overall school enrollment of 173 is
a fairly stagnant number compared to last
year. It is actually up a few with the num-
bers being down in the high school by a few
and a very strong showing in the elementary
school that is up by about 10 students.

We continue to work toward our previous STEAM goals
and will create new ones as the year progresses. The upcom-
ing year looks to be a great one and Sheridan School, the
home of the panthers, will continue to shine from the heart of

excitement!

RUBY VALLEY AMBULANCE
IS IN NEED OF EMTS

Ruby Valley Ambulance is a volunteer service that is looking for
people that would be willing to become EMTs and be on the service.
If you are interested in helping and feel you would like to become
an EMT please call 406-842-5969 and leave a message or fill out this
form and send to
Ruby Valley Ambulance Service
204 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749

Name

Phone Number

'/I' 5 222 East Main Street, Suite 1A, Ennis, MT 59729
PuréWest (%!;INB}'§ l:‘EE:.]E:S]Té:TES 406-682-4200

- Ao
Brookside, Pony

Offered at $595,000 | MLS # 197837

Historic home hails back to the late 1800's. Built by W.W.
Morris and has remained in the family to this day. 3.46
acres with N. Willow Creek +50% interest in additional
15.65 acres. Includes original log cabin, brick home,
ballroom and historic barn. Perfect B&B/event venue.

Income Opportunity | Rare Historic property

Offered at $1,895,000 | MILS # 213973

Custom built 5B/4B home and large shop. This is arguably
one of the best estates on Hebgen Lake with 238" of
frontage. Very few privately owned lake front properties on
Hebgen- almost 90% of the lake frontage is national forest.
This property represents an extremely rare opportunity.

3.41 +/- Acres | 238' Lake Frontage | Great views!

—

115 Storey Lobp, Ennis The Madison Bend, Cameron

Offered at $799,000 | MILS # 208436 Offered at $785,000| MLLS # 214483

This unique custom home sits on 20 acres with private This 10 cabin, 9 unit RV park, and 3,000+/- SF log lodge is
access to the Madison River and boasts 2 living areas, a situated along Highway 287 between 3 Dollar Bridge and
separate guest house, custom finishes throughout, an the West Fork and boasts 293" of Madison River frontage.
elevator and very large garage/shop with RV hookups. A Great income opportunity- cater to fly fisherman, tourists,
wonderful property for multiple families to enjoy! snowmobilers or retreats.

4,202 SF | 3Bed / 3Bath | Porcelain tile exterior 3.45 Acres | Income Opportunity | 293' river frontage

|
ﬁ H Relationships for Life
o™ www.PureWestProperties.com
Dawn Myrvik  Chris Murphy Jessie Rice
Broker Sales Associate  Sales Associate
406.579.1298 406.570.1555 406.581.1001

All information contained herein is derived from sources deemed reliable, however, is not guaranteed by PureWest, Christie’s International

P

Real Estate, Managing Broker, Agents or Sellers.

Results.

advertise in The Madisonian 406-682-7755

Melinda Merrill, Broker

An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Ha-
thaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered

service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

406.596.4288 |

the Ruby Valley. Come by, check it out and become part of the

Micheal Wetherbee
Sheridan Schools Superintendent

ENNIS LAKE
FRONTAGE-

3 Bed/3 Bath Log home
with guest house- $485,000
Lot 4 -'$110,000
Lot 5-$130,000
Lot 6 - $135,000
Lot 7 - $152,500
Lot 8 - $152,500
Lot 9 - $160,000
Lot 10 - $160,000
Lot 12 -$195,000

' EER&&SE!IT m;.; HATHAWAY
PR L e
dantang Feoperibs

T

MELINDA.MERRILL@BHHSMT.COM

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Montana Properties

Merrill

3695 HWY 287, CAMERON SALES PROFESSIONAL
$899,000 | #215532 | ACREAGE §70-9067

The potential & choices on 160 ac.w/ NO COVENANTS —NO ZONING
- BORDERING STATE LAND are endless. 2 bedroom — 2 bath home
w/ beautiful OBen floor plan, cathedral aspen ceilings, cherry
cabinets, marble counter tops, & hickory flooring. Propane fireplace
& magnificent views of Sphinx Mountain grace the living space &
covered porch. Indian Creek Ditch runs through it.

Melinda
Merrill
853 MADISON AVE, ENNIS BROKER
$219,000 | #211259 | NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ 996-4288

NEW CONSTRUCTION! Located in upper Ennis with 2 nice sized
bedrooms w/ 2 full baths. Office Nook, Laundry room - Mud room is
the breezeway between the home & the garage, has nice cabinets
for storage, & utility sink. The dining area has a walk out door onto
the back patio with underground sprinkler system and sod yard.
Don’t miss this opportunity to own a brand new home!!

BROKER
581-5155

114 GRIZZLY ST, ENNIé
$165,000 | #215949 | NEW LISTING

This is a must see affordable 1,632 sf family home or investment
opportunity. This home features 2 bedrooms and a full bath on
the main floor, with bamboo flooring, wood stove and ener
efficient windows. The basement with h'ﬁh ceilings also offers 2

bedrooms (non egress), bathroom with s

ith ower, separate laundry
room and a great second living area.

F

Tanya
Matson

SALES PROFESSIONAL
$295,000 | #207888 | PRICE REDUCED 5806987
3 bedroom, 2 bath , 2,432+ sf, unfinished log home waitinﬁnyour
finishing touches. Situated on 20+/- acres high ahove the Madison
Valley floor this home boasts captivating Madison Range, Ennis Lake
& Tobacco Root views. Close to endless recreational opportunities &
hordering BLM land makes this home the perfect home base giving you
the opportunity to enjoy everything the Madison Valley has to offer.

221 W COVER ST, VIRGINIA CIT
$210,000 | #215341 | HISTORIC HOME

Historic home in Virginia City is a must see! This 1,482 sf home
built in 1900. Charming and quaint 3 bed/2 bath with tons of
character. The grounds are beautiful with lots of room for a garden
and mature fruit trees. A new gaho on the back of the house gives
you much privacy. There is a 678 sf cottage that could be used as
a studio, woodworking shop, or as a rental for income.

SALES PROFESSIONAL
451-3521

Kuistie

Ehp T e AT R Vessey

LOT 548 SPORTSMAN PARADISE, CAMERON S5 PROFESS01L
$95,000 | #214873 | ACREAGE 380-1842

Nice 20 +/- acre lot near the end of Sheep Creek Rd in Sportmans
Paradise. Sheep Creek trail-head, Mile Creek trail-head & USFS access
ui)the road from property. Year round access w/ views in all directions.
Close to Hebgen, Cliff & Wade lakes, huntlngpcamplng, boating hiking
& snowmobiling. Easy drive to Ennis, Island Park or West Yellowstone.
Build you Montana vacation home or hunting cabin.

BHHSMT.COM
ENNIS: 406.682.5002 | SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 | TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Robert Carson “Doc”
Lott was born Sept. 25, 1925,
to Mortimer John and Bess
Dawes Lott on the family ranch
in Twin Bridges. He gradu-
ated from Twin Bridges High
School in 1943 and attended

REAMEX

'MOUNTAIN PROPERTY

130 E Main 51
Outstanding &gen

{406 }-E02-5001

OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2ND
5PM-7PM

RE/MAX MOUNTAIN PROPERTY
Annual open house
Ifg)d Drinks, Prlzes, and the the
Ennis Ice Gream Truck will be
parked outside’ the'o

1 A W 4 A

OBITUARIES

Robert Carson “Doc” Lott
September 25, 1925 - August 26, 2016

Colorado A&M in Fort Collins,
Colo., before enlisting in the
Army in January 1946.

After serving as a member
of the U.S. Army Mountain
Ski Troops, Bob continued his
education at Montana State
University where he was in-
volved with the Bobcat basket-
ball team and became friends
with legendary coach Brick
Breeden. He then followed his
passion for animal science to
Washington State University,
where he earned both a bach-
elor of biological science and a
doctor of veterinary medicine
degree.

“Doc,” as he was known
throughout Southwest Mon-
tana, treated animals of all
shapes and sizes as owner and

operator of the Twin Bridges
Veterinary Hospital from 1954
to 2005. He was a familiar sight
travelling throughout the area
in his specially equipped vet
truck to treat livestock. Bob
was an incredibly hard worker
and dedicated his life to serv-
ing all the people and animals
of an expansive region. He
even earned his pilot’s license
and flew to far away ranches
to treat animals or airdrop
medicine.

Bob was a pillar in the Twin
Bridges community through-
out his life. He was a member
of the Madison County Fair
Board for over 40 years and
gave his time as a member of
the Madison-Jefferson 4-H
Sales Committee.Bob earned

Vivian Rathbun Degel
April 7,1932 - August 22, 2016

Vivian Rathbun Degel, age
84, of Twin Bridges passed away
Monday, Aug. 22, at her home.

She was born April 7, 1932,
to John and Mary Rathbun at
home in Westerheim, N.D.

She married Tony Degel Feb.
6, 1951, in Rapid City, S.D.

They had nine children:
sons John, Mike, Joe and Paul;
daughters Kathi, Nikki, Irene,
Mari and Pati. She has 27
grandchildren, 33 great grand-
children and one great great

vding Resulis

51

e office.

grandson. She did not count
any as stepchildren because
from day one they were grand-
children, and numerous nieces
and nephews.

She was preceded in death
by her husband Tony and her
daughter Irene.

Funeral services were held
Saturday, Aug. 27, at 2 p.m.
from the K&L Mortuary Chapel
at Twin Bridges with Larry Mel-
hoft officiating. Interment was
in the Twin Bridges Cemetery.

Nobody Sells More

Real Estate Than RE/MAX!
Call us at 406-682-5001

to find out why!

Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
RE/MAX Mountain Property

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 « www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

GET RESULTS.

Bob was well known as an
avid sports fan and a loyal sup-
porter of the Twin Bridges Fal-
cons. He volunteered his time
to run the scoreboard at TBHS
football and basketball games
for over 20 years and missed
very few games throughout his
life. He was a great athlete him-
self, participating in everything
from basketball and baseball to
bowling and horseshoes. Doc
was proud to play competitive
softball well into his 70s and
coached many teams through
the years.

As aloving father and
grandfather, true friend and
icon in the community, Bob
left a lasting impression on all
who knew him. We will always
remember the lessons he

his scuba diving certification,
which he used to assist in
water missions in local lakes
and rivers as a member of the
Madison County Search and
Rescue. He was also a longtime
member of the Twin Bridges
Volunteer Fire Department.
Despite dedicating long
hours to his practice and
numerous civic duties, Doc
was a man of many hobbies.
A passion for the outdoors led
to countless hiking, hunting
and fishing adventures in the
mountains throughout the
Ruby Valley, which he knew
like the back of his hand. He
studied the geology of the area
and was skilled in fly-tying and
woodworking. He was a fervent
reader and lifelong learner.

taught us, his sly smile and his
quick wit.

Bob took his trip to heaven
on Aug. 26, 2016. He is sur-
vived by his children Rob
Lott, Dan Lott, Holly Haithcox
(Bruce Pericich) and Thomas
Lott; daughter-in-law Kathy
Lott; grandchildren Whitney,
Kelcy and Tyler Lott, Tri-
sha Lott, Amanda and Jared
Haithcox and Bailey and Emily
Lott; great-grandson Gus; and
countless friends. He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents
and brothers.

Funeral services were
held at the Madison County
Fairgrounds at 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, Aug. 31. Interment
with Honor Guard at the Twin
Bridges Cemetery followed.

Elaine “Aunt Tex” Staley
January 11,1940 - August 26, 2016

the Alder school and worked
on the family ranch in Alder.
She married George Staley and
they were later divorced.

She enjoyed riding horses,
four-wheeling and jeeping.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, sister Gerry
Ball, brother Harold Kelly,
nephews Doug Smith and
Bobby Smith.

Survivors include her
daughter and son-in-law
Donna Dixson and Chris

Elaine “Aunt Tex” Staley,
age 76, of Alder peacefully left
this world Friday, Aug. 26, in
Helena. Everyone that knew
her loved her.

Elaine was born Jan. 11,
1940, in Alder. She was raised
and attended school in Al-
der and later attended and
graduated from high school
in Virginia City. She married
Virgil Dixson. They lived in
Laurin and Edgar and were
later divorced. She cooked at

Wells of Anacortes, Wash.; son
and daughter-in-law Dan and
Andrea Staley of Helena; three
grandchildren Kyle, Dustin and
Alexis; nephew and niece Dick
and Bev Smith; nieces Toni
Case and Lisa Burke; nephew
Frank Kelly; and great nieces
and nephews.

Cremation has taken place
and no services are planned.

K&L Mortuaries and Cre-
matory of Sheridan is assisting
with arrangements.

DOESN'T GET
ANY BETTER THAN THIS!

PRICED TO SFEL

£$899,000

* Perfect Airbnb, vacation rental or fishing lodge
* Multiple units with endless possibilities
* Madison River Access via walking easement

* Less than 1/2 mile from Palisades launch ramp
°4,888 sqft * 5bed ¢ 5bath ¢ 3 kitchens ¢ 12+ acres

DON’T WAIT! CALL US TODAY!

MISTY MOUNTAIN
PROPERTY

(406) 640-3011

www.mistymountainproperty.com

00

B zillow 9trulia @

advertise in The Madisonian. call 682-7755 to make a plan.
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PHOTO COURTESY JOHN HECKLER

Diane and Gary Laqua receive gift certificates for purchasing the 15,000th ticket sold at the

Madison Theatre.

15,000th ticket winners

SUBMITTED BY JOHN HECKLER
Madison Theatre

Fifteen thousand movie goers have gone to the Madison Theatre since it opened on May 13, 2013.
The prize for the 15,000th patron was awarded to Diane and Gary Laqua of Ennis when they attend-
ed the showing of Jason Bourne on Saturday, Aug. 27.

The Laquas were presented with gift certificates to the Alley Bistro and the theatre.

JONT RIDE OR DRIV

SATURDAY FROM 7 P.M. TO 9 P.M.

OR SUNDAY FROM
MIDNIGHT TO 2 A.M.

This is when most DUI crashes
happen in Madison County. During
the holiday the probability of being

in a DUI crash increases.

One of the deadliest and most often committed,
yet preventable - of crimes [driving impaired],
has become a serious safety epidemic. In Madison
County the #1 crime resulting in death is DUI.

8:30am - 1 pm
Noon - 4 pm
1pm-2pm
2 pm - 3 pm
2 pm -4 pm
2 pm-5pm
3pm-4pm

3pm-4pm
4:00- 6:30 pm

9am - 10 am
10am - 11 am

10 am - Noon
11 am - Noon

11am -2 pm

Noon - 1 pm

Noon - 1 pm

o
™
4F

R

The Tackle Shop

MADISON RIVER & MONTANM

CIACHACRAFT
DRIFT BOATS

FLY FISHING FESTIVAL 2016

EVENT LOCATION: PETER T'S PARK AT FIRST MADISON VALLEY BANK

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 2

Kid’s Program: (Grades 1-3) Wayne and Janelle Phillips
Lunch - Pizza & beer/wine truck by John Rolfe
Speaker: David Stagliano - Long-term Aquatic Insect
Monitoring: What are the Bugs Telling Us?

Speaker: Craig Mathews & John Juracek -

Fishing the evening rise on the Madison River

Casting Clinic: Bruce Richards, Scientific Anglers/Orvis
Fly Tying: Learn from the experts

Speaker: Mike Cline - Fishing the Last Mile First-Contrary
Kayak Angling

Casting Clinic: John Juracek

Hank Patterson movie at the Ennis Theatre -

Come eat, drink, and laugh a lot!

SPONSORED BY IMERYS TALC

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 3

Speaker: Jim Dawson - Consider the Salmon Fly
Speaker: Dan Delekta - Dan Delekta tying
Delektable Flies

Casting Clinic: Ford Rollo

Speaker: Robert Younghanz The Bug Guy -

Aquatic Entomology for Montana Rivers

BBQ lunch - Burgers and Brats: Sponsored by ERA
Landmark Arrow Real Estate

Speaker: Richard Vincent - Wild Trout Management & the
Madison River

Spey casting clinic: Skip Gibson (Ennis town Fishing

N

FIRST MAD [SGI‘«I VALLEY

& IMERYS
Talc

1pm-2pm

2pm-5pm

2pm-5pm

2pm-3pm

3pm-4pm

4pm-5pm
5pm-6pm

6 pm-8 pm
6 pm -9 pm

6 pm - 8 pm
8 pm

MADISON
FISHING®
L el

ITRMKI3 MEONTANK

access site)

Speaker: Bob Wagner - Catching Trout in the
Headwaters of Northern MN + Trophy

Musky and Pike Water

Fly Tying: Learn from the experts

Fly Casting competition: Bruce Richards

Classes: children, women, angler, and expert

Speaker: Dave Moser - Q & A with Fisheries biologist
with Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks

Speaker: Ralph Cutter - The Science Behind

Fly Fishing Lakes

Speaker: Tim Tollett - Hunting the Flats for Silver
Speaker: Bob Jacklin - History of Fly Fishing Shops in the
West Yellowstone Area

Main Street BBQ

“Ribs and Fixens” John Rolfe, the Alley Bistro

Live Music: Screen Door Porch

Bucket Raffle drawings

ClackaCraft drift boat drawing

*Schedule is subject to change.

Clackacraft
Raffle!
Brand new,
16-foot, full
equipped
drift boat &
trailer.

‘nnis, Montana
BOO-22F-TLET

Lanlli ]
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FAMILY ok GROUP ”’M and

DAY PASS STAY

Good for 2 days for families of 5
Purchase at Virginia City Depot or
Nevada City Open Air Museum

~ unlimited rides on the train ~
~ gold panning at the River of Gold ~
~ entry to Nevada City Open Air Museum ~
~ discounts at participating businesses ~

- one night / one room at the
Hairweather Inn °* Nevada City Hotel

unlimited rides on the train
-reservations required

el A

3 gold panning at the River of Gold
o entry to Nevada City Open Air Museum

Alder Guich Gold Panning Nevada City H e . . e
Short Line Railroad at the Open Air Museum discounts at partlolpatlng businesses

Train Ride River of Gold

Available from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend

579

ty
Madison Coun
ﬁi‘,mdents Military,

State Employees

taye
hose who have S i
thicrtnoht at a Montana Hote

(receipt required)

!J‘hllﬂ

pt_

One Night at the
Nevada City Hotel

One Night at the
Fairweater Inn

Y

- Guaome
- Narowar
Paligh o=

lllrumla Citv &
Nevada City Ynl.mws'run?
A’!’llllIAl.
.-l"-l-h-

2 O/6 cverts

MAY 28

Spring Horseback Poker Ride
800.829.2969 x1

Summer Kick-Off Parade
800.829.2969 x1

Nevada City Museum opens
406.843.5247

VC Players : Opening Night
800.829.2969 x2

JUNE

-June 5

Gears for Beers
406.843.5700
-June 10-12
Irish Weekend
800.829.2969 x1
-June 17-19
Grand Victorian Ball events
406.660.1453
-June 18-19
Brothel Days
406.843.5700

JULY

-July 4

Firework Display at dusk
800.829.2969 x1

-July 15-16

Dog & Grog - MT Microbrew Fest
406.843.5700

-July 22-24

Bzn Trail Chuck Wagon Cookoff
406.660.1453

-July 25

Christias in July at Opera House
800.829.2969 x2

QOO OO0

mﬂ#m——““ ‘- T-
-'-3* l_‘ i,

2 ' .ﬂ'm __
A YIRGINIA CITY .:"""I

ﬂ I ! "1 F J Enjoy live historical interpretation as you see
. '-,.‘_1 '- e the wonders of Alder Gulch aboard Colossus,

I_,p"' the largest off road tour truck in Montana.
——— "ﬂi’ wl\“ :
0 I'i"l-n HrITIE

A MELODRAMA PLAY

PLUS OUR VARIED, VIGOROUS, VAGARY OF VIVACIOUS VAUDEVILLE VARIETY ACTS!

ALDER GULGH SUMMIT TOURS

PRESENTED BY NELSON STUDIOS LLC

Enjoy a 90+ minute ride through the heart of Montana’s gold country.
Learn the fascinating history behind the single largest gold strike
in the Nation’s history.

TOURS DEPARTING HOURLY
~ JuNE-AuGUST EVERY DAY
b "

T, W & Th 4pn o | Adult $20
aH0W Fri & Sat Tpn = Gollege.Seniors. Hilitary $17
TIME| gy g Sundpn 55 Children 17 & under 810

froup discounts available

1.800.829.2969

WWWw.virginiacityplayers.com

CALL FOR MURE'INFUHMATION OR TO 500K 4 RIDE! 406 -046:0781 _
- WWW.NELSONOFFROAD.COM - "~

B0028255 2963 EXTRSTICKET 51520

\NNLOAD oy,

Nl V\ARTPH R MONTANA

0 °4'¢‘° HERITAGE
COMMISSION

Like us on

Facebook and receive
1 free train ride!!
(one free ride per fanily or

group of 5)
MONTANA HERITAGE COMMISSION 1.406.843.5247 WWW.VIRGINIACITYMT.COM 4
WWW.ALDERGULCHACCOMMODATIONS.COM 1.800.829.2969 x5
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BUDDY BENCH

Twin Bl'ldqu receives a buddy bench in memory of Mrs. Carlson |LAST PAINT SALE OF THE SEASON

o
fr'-‘.l'_'h." B l-,-i,rul,' Ty,

SUBMITTED BY VERTA DORSETH

The Mrs. Carlson Buddy Bench was dedicated on Friday, Aug.
26 at the Twin Bridges elementary playground. Mrs. Carlson was
the second grade teacher who passed away in May 2015. Organiz-
ers wanted to remember a teacher who loved her students and
always had their best interest foremost in her everyday interac-
tions with them.

A Buddy Bench is a simple way to eliminate loneliness and fos-

ter friendships on the playground. It is a message of inclusion and
kindness, which were the foundation of Mrs. Carlson’s teaching.

MADISONESOUARE
ATHLENC CLUE

NEW CLASSES IN SEPTEMBER!
INTERVAL PILOXING
INTERVAL ZUMBA

Join our

6 WEEK FITNESS CHALLENGE

S

5 Sunrise Loop 406.682.4560

47 ANNUBL

Septemberg2:32425
FridaysVlonday;

10 2= 4 pu

New Location in
the Lone Elk Mall!

Children, families and adults.

Accepting most insurances.

¥ Cell: (406) 579-2341
r Email: amandabeedymorrison@gmail.com

Valley Bank is now
First Interstate Bank.

-

[firstinterstate.com

Tom Savage, Owner

Roofing Year Round!

Fully insured
FREE Estimates

CONTINENTAL

CONSTRULCTION

Continental Construction is currently looking for
Heavy Equipment Operator. Well rounded in all
heavy equipment operations
(Excavator, Backhoe, etc.) Ability to read
plans a plus. Available to start mid Sept.
Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

First Interstate Bank has been serving Montana’s
financial needs since 1968. Today, we're proud to
welcome Valley Bank to the First Interstate family.
Whether a customer or an employee—or both—
we look forward to serving you for years to come.

At First Interstate Bank, it’s bigger than banking.
It’s you and £ together.

BIG, BIG, BIG

LABOR DAY PAINT EVENT

BUY ONE, GET ONE 50%

lPI-

W ALLPAINT
SALES DURING
THIS PROMO HELP
US WIN A NATIONAL
PRIZE OF £10,000
THAT WILL
BE PONATED T0
A LOCAL CHILDREN'S
«MIRACLE NETWORK
HOSPITAL!

- Sl

e ——

Walter’s ACE iardw%re & 104 Grocéry
102 $. Main St | Sheridan, MT 59749

SHERIDAN SCHOOLS
ADULT EDUCATION

CAT’S HEAD BASKET
WEAVING CLASS

INSTRUCTOR: SALLY SCHENDEL
DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1ST
TIME : 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
LOCATION: C.B. MURRAY BUILDING ART ROOM
COST OF MATERIALS: $15.00

Learn to weave a basket in the traditional Shaker
design. It gets its name from the corners of the base
which make the basket, when turned upside down, look
like the head of a cat with pointy ears. Please call to

reserve a seat in this class.

THE SHERIDAN ADULT ED PROGRAM IS
SEEKING NEW CLASS IDEAS & INSTRUCTORS
FOR THE FALL 2016 SESSION.

Do you have an area of expertise, a special skill, talent
or hobby that you would like to share?

If so, we’d like you to teach for us. Some suggestions
for classes are, but not limited to: Bead & Wire Jewelry
Making, Dance, Yoga, Cake Decorating, Spanish, and
Embroidery or Knitting. All you have to do is submit
a proposal telling us about your class. We are always
looking for talented instructors with unique class ideas.
Evening classes are a great way to bring in extra
revenue teaching something you
love to do. If you are interested in
submitting a class proposal, email
or call Emily McParland at emilym@
sheridan.k12.mt.us or 596-9636 for
more information.

SHﬂ\fEI.

108 North Main, Sheridan
842-7999
theshovelandspoon.com

Resulis.

118 W. Williams St. | Ennis | 406-682-3124

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender. @
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Shérwood Swanson
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Office: (406)682-5438

v Bats R Us

ALPINE ANIMAL DAMANGE CONTROL
Live Trapping & Relocation
Squirrels - Skunks - Birds - Racoons - Snakes
Bats - Beavers - Coyotes - Opossums - Otters
Odor Remediation - Attics & Crawl Spaces

Finishing
Painting
Cell: (406)599-3524

Bruce Bartow (208) 521-4235

O
Y
LODGEPOLE JOHN

OLD STYLE, HISTORIC JACK FENCE MADE THE WAY
THE OLD TIMERS DID. JACKS HANDMADE. THE BEST
HORSE FENCE. VERY EASY ON WILDLIFE.

581-3424 - Ipjohn@3rivers.net * lodgepolejohn.com
Acrylic paintings also available on my website.

MEADDWLARK
ELECTRIC we

15 a full service Electrical contractor in Ennis, MT.
Call today to schedule a service call
or get a free quote

406-570-0884

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Tim Elser, owner/operator, has
l many years experience in the
masonry industry and serves
all of SW Montana.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Exterior patios & water
features, fireplace design
& construction, stoned
faced buildings & retaining
walls, interior stone floors

Callus today at 406- 491 7939

www.coppermountainmasonry.com

COFFER MOUNTAIN
HARIRET, LAC

ENNiIs PaYSICAL THERAPY

Individualized patient focused care.

' PO BOX 921 * 110 South First Street
B i

_ _# PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 68

- e e
LDEST HEALTHCARE PRAC*E IN THE MADISON VALLEY

SERVING
SOUTH

. P|'nnacIeITh.erapy

Counseling Services LCPC, NCC
(406) 404-9053

Children - Adolescent < Family Therapy < Crisis Support
Medicaid Provider

CONTINENTAL

CONSTRULCTION

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Painter/Cabinet Finishers

Skilled in lacquer and other finishes.
Full benefit package
EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

Y ENNIS CITY

Ramblers

Dave Dennis Jim

CLASSIC WESTERN MUSIC
AND FOLK ROCK

Our upcoming performance dates are:

Thurs. 9/1, Sacajawea Hotel, Three Forks, 5:30-8:30 pm
Fri. 9/2, Norris Hot Springs, Norris, 7:00-9:30 pm
Thurs. 9/15, Gravel Bar, Ennis 7:00-9:00 pm

For more information, contact Dennis Aigner,

(406) 682-4681 or djaigner@aol.com.

MADISON COUNTY

WEATHER
Quole

| Thursday

‘ Partly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Highs 75 to 85. Lows
45 to 50.

Friday

Partly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Highs 70 to 80.
Lows 45 to 50.

Saturday |

Partly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Highs 65 to 75.

Sunday

Partly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Highs 65 to 75.

Monday |

Partly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Highs 60 to 70.
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HATE CLEANING? NO TIME? TOO TIRED?

Relief) 15 JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!
%mmt

503 310-9930
CALL OR TEXT ABOUT RATES
¢ NMLABILITY

=
£ i

est enti
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Don’t get caught
high and dry ...
Get your

water system
checked NOW!

JD PUMPS
& REPAIR

. -
= g
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=

Jﬂm-l;'fﬁ.m-u.m.lﬁﬂﬂ

406.682.4997
Joel Davis

* Water System Analysis
* Well Inspections
* Constant Pressure &
Conventional Systems
* System Design
* 24/7 Emergency Services

Locally owned and operated ° 20 years experience

iGel Results.

www.madisoniannews.com

)

McAllister Inn

Steakhouse -aund.- Bar

Montanaﬁffl\ne ngnln\é, Steaks,
Seafood-and - Nightly Specials.

5566 Hwy 287 N * Lunch and Dinner
For reservations - 406-682-5000
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Gontle WW f

-./lu:'i‘f.i"l-l? L

Sylann Smith is now

taking clients in need of
care at their home

$20-$25/hr
Inorout of town * 223-8477

4 9’0 0o RESCUE

PET OF THE WEEK

MARTHA
LYNN

Greetings all. Just wanted to
let you in on the good mews! 1
was adopted. Yep, finally someone
saw what a nice lady lam and a
good mouser and she took me
home. Ilive in beautiful Madison
County and on a ranch. See me
smile! I'm so happy. Still have
some friends needing homes here.
So even though you can't have me,
they need you. Please call Misty
at 439-1405 about them. Thanks,
Martha Lynn

SPONSORED BY:

e

m- ) Iie Otk Hotek is Open for
lof s Bslulfilele
SAAREA

Dinner
Tuesday thru Saturday
5pm to 9pm

Bwunch

Saturday 8am to 1pm
Sunday 9am to 2pm

Reservations Highly Recommended

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine
in Twin Bridges...

101 E. 5th Avenue * Twin Bridges, MT

www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

<@,
Miu tain View
elernadr

40,

‘®  (406)684-5831 >

[T
2 Metully Lane | Twin Bridges, MT

4 RIVERS
CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

SHERIDAN, MT
WHITEHALL., MT

Corcrete - Prewiiin Sevvice

T

Frovd Dis ¢ Thucks
WMw Comerete
Wasfed Sand & Gravet
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Ennis man's hobby b

“T've got probably 80,000 bees in the big tower and 40,000
in the little tower,” Larry Brown said as he pointed to a healthy
colony of bees buzzing about the area. “They’re really active today
- they like the sunshine”

In 1978, Larry and his dad decided to learn about bees.

“It was just something fun for us to do together,” Larry said.

Now, nearly 38 years later, bees are still a big part of Larry’s
life.

Since he is not a commercial producer, beekeeping is strictly
a hobby for Larry - he enjoys reaping the delicious benefits every
now and then.

“I didn’t think it was a good year this year;” he said referring to
the bees” honey production. “T'll probably only get 4 to 5 gallons
this year”

Larry and his wife Sandi have a small hive of Italian honeybees
in their backyard. The flower — Bee’s Friend - cover the back
fence, and if you look closely into the purple flower, you see
several of the Italian honeybees hard at work.

“They’re just really quite amazing,” Larry said.

The process

The honeybee process is rather fascinating - from larvae
to bees to pollinating to producing to the final product, and
everything in between. Larry is a good source for bee information,
having been in the practice for 38 years, reading book after book
about bees and sharing his wealth of information with family,
friends and now the local newspaper.

There are three types of honeybees: the queen; worker bees,
which are always female; and drone bees, or, male bees. Within
the hive, each bee plays a specific role with no role acting greater
than the other. Though the queen bee may rule the hive kingdom,
her main role is to lay eggs — up to 2,500 a day. But without the
drone bees to mate with, she’s at a stalemate. The worker bees, or
female bees, according to Larry, are usually the bees you will see
out and about in the world pollinating. Without the worker bees
pollinating and bringing food, the queen nor the drone bees have
food to survive.

“Bees need three components for survival: a good
environment, room in the hive and a good food source,” Larry
said.

When it comes time to collect honey, the process is a
manipulation of sorts.

“Bees start in the center and work their way out,” he said. “So
you have to manipulate the hive a little bit, moving the slides from
the center to the outside”

Each hive has a series of slides or casings where the bees will
store honey. When a slide it full, the beekeeper removes the slide
and collects the honey, then returns the slide to the outer area of
the hive.

“It’s like a cow;” Larry said. “You want the cow to have the best
grass so you rotate pastures. Same with bees. You want them to
have the best ventilated environment.”

Like with any practice, there are consequences and with bees;
the biggest threat they have is their stinger. Granted, if a bee stings
you, that bee will usually die as their stinger is connected to their
abdomen. But there are ways to work with bees to prevent being
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CAITLIN AVEY
news@madisoniannews.com

stung.

“I have a bee suit I wear when I go in there and I use smoke to
calm the bees,” Larry said.

There is also the possibility for a hive to be affected by disease
such as chalkbrood or foulbrood, or for the hive to be infected
with mites.

“It's important to look at your slides and make sure you don’t
have any problems,” Larry said.

Bees to help you be

For Larry, the bees are fascinating, and what they contribute to
the environment is equally as fascinating. Pollinator promotion is
becoming a large movement throughout the country and is even
taking place in Madison County.

Larry worked with Dan Durham of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service to create a parcel of land that will provide
the ultimate habitat for native pollinators.

“There will be specific plants that we know provide forage or
habitat within that plot so honeybees and native bees and other
pollinators have a place to take roost,” said Sunni Heikes-Knapton
with the Madison Conservation District, who is also involved in
the project.

Heikes-Knapton and Durham met with Larry and originally
surveyed the plot, just behind Larry’s current home, six months
ago. Larry has since put a fence up around the property.

“I'm going to use drip irrigation throughout the whole plot
and then we'll be planting about 200 trees,” Larry said. “It’s great
because it promotes pollination in town and it’s going to be
beautiful and I get to look at it

While the program comes at a cost, Larry says the outcome is
worth the dollar figure.

“Yeah it cost me a little, but it’s the right thing to do,” he said.
“What you're doing for the environment is providing pollination
and helping native plants and helping crop production. And the
vigorous feeling you have when you get lots of bees - it’s just a
good feeling”

Vontana’s

History Lives

Montana Heritage Commission | PO Box 338 | Virginia City, MT 59755

www.virginiacitymt.com | 406-843-5247

BEE IN THE KNOW

| Pees help to pollinate other plants such as
flowers, fruits and vegetables.

2 There are three types tof honeybees: the
aueen, worker bees and drones. The queen
runs the hive and can live up to five years.
Worker bees are dways female and build
and protect the hive. Urones are male bees
whose main purpose Ls to mate with a new
dueen

2. The average worker bee lives between
five and six weeks.

4 Honeybees beat theur wings 200 times
per second.

faere
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Top left: A honey filled slide.

Top right: Larry Brown showcases some honey.
Bottom left: Larry has 120,000 bees in his hives.

Bottom right: Worker bees polinating.

MONTANA

S
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First cases of West Nile Virus reported in Montana

SUBMITTED BY JON EBELT
Department of Public Health and
Human Services

State and local public health
officials are reminding Montan-
ans to avoid mosquito bites as
the state’s first cases of West Nile
Virus were recently reported.

Four cases of West Nile Virus
have been reported, three from
Dawson County and one from
Garfield have been identified. In
addition to the human cases, one
equine case in Petroleum County
and mosquitos in Lake, Prairie,
Phillips and Valley counties have
tested positive for the virus.

WNV is transmitted to

humans by infected mosquitos
through bites. Most, about four
out of five, people infected will
experience no symptoms and
develop immunity. About one
in five infected people develop
a low grade fever, headache and
muscle aches that begin a week
or two after becoming infected.
Generally, no treatment is
needed.

these symptoms should see their

health care provider immedi-
ately.

Mid to late summer is prime
time for transmission of WNV

and public health officials en-

courage everyone to take steps to
avoid mosquito bites and prevent
infection with West Nile Virus.

Public health officials want to

mosquito populations by remov-
ing mosquito breeding areas in
and around the home. Simple
steps such as draining birdbaths,
wading pools or any container
with still water every few days
will minimize breeding sites.
Because it is not possible
to eliminate all breeding sites,
people are reminded to follow

Dusk/dawn: Peak mosquitos
biting hours are dusk to dawn.
Limit outdoor activity during
those times. If you must be out-
side, be sure to protect yourself
from bites.

Dress: Wear long-sleeved
shirts and pants to reduce the
amount of exposed skin.

DEET: Cover exposed skin

remind the public that while

specific recommendations to

However, in less than 1 per-
cent of infected people, serious,
life-threatening symptoms de-
velop including headache, rash,
high fever, stift neck, mental
confusion and other symptoms.
Individuals who develop any of

WNV is a concern in Montana,
Zika virus is not. In fact, the
mosquitos that carry Zika virus
have not been found in Montana

avoid being bitten. This includes
wearing and safely using insect
repellent when outdoors and
wearing pants and long-sleeved

with a repellant containing the
chemical DEET, which is most
effective against mosquito bites.
Drain: Empty any containers
holding standing water because

or neighboring states.

To minimize risk of WNYV,

experts recommend reducing
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Ennis: Thursday by appointment

Dr. Jeff Squire

406-577-2380

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT
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shirts when possible.

The four Ds of West Nile
Virus prevention should be fol-
lowed to reduce the chance of
mosquito bites.

they can be excellent breed-
ing grounds for virus-carrying
mosquitoes.

The number of WNV human
cases in Montana varies from

“ Y
Mes&caf Clinics

7 Ruby Valle Q

= Acute and Chronic Health Care
www Ruby Valley Hospitalcon

=, The Ruby wmunmmmﬁ

MAC’'S CHC PHARMAGY

(406) 842-1434

317 Madison ST. Sheridan, MT
Monday-Friday 9 AM - 5:30 PM

We are a 5-STAR* Pharmacy ready to help you
manage your medications for better health.

*STAR measures are the medications use measures
in the 2016 CMS STAR Ratings Program for
Medicare Advantage Plans that include drug benefits
5 STAR ratings on 3 out of 4 measures

year to year. Over 200 cases were
reported in 2003 and 2007, but
generally the average is about 10
reported human infections each
year. Cases reported are more
likely to be those that are severe
and about one-third of Montana
cases required hospitalization.

“No one can predict the
severity of WNV season,” said
Christine Mulgrew, DPHHS
WNV program manager. “But
we can protect ourselves from
mosquito bites and eliminate
breeding sites around your
home”

For more information go to
the DPHHS website at www.
dphhs.mt.gov.

Health
in the
406

Focus on
immunizations

. In Montana
approximately 95 percent of
kindergarteners are vaccinated
against DTaP (diphtheria,
tetanus, pertussis), MMR
(measles, mumps, rubella) and
polio.

. School immunization
rates are generally high;
however areas exist where
immunization rates are not
high enough to protect children
during an outbreak.

. All children in
Montana are eligible to receive
low or no cost vaccines through
their health plan or the Vaccines
for Children Program.
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By Reverend Keith Axberg
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“I'will try to be faithful in
habits of prayer, work, study,
physical exercise, eating and sleep
... ” A Morning Resolve (Author
Unknown)

One of the joys of vacation is
traveling from one place to an-
other and experiencing life freed
from the tethers of hearth, home
and the ol salt mine.

Now, I admit I am somewhat
of a tightwad
when it comes
to vacation.
We have many
pennies at
home that are
about the size
of a quarter
because I
squeeze them

so tight when
were out and about.

Never the less, this year I de-
cided to be a bit less thrifty. While
we normally camp out with rela-
tives and friends as we make our
way around the world looking for
that silly globetrotting gnome, we
chose this year, instead, to check
out the digs at various motels and
inns along the way (for which
our aforementioned friends and
family breathed a collective sigh
of relief, I presume).

Our first night was spent
just west of Spokane, Wash., in
Airway Heights. We chose a
moderately priced inn that was
clean and comfortable and met
our needs for a price that didn’t
bankrupt us.

I had actually had the fore-
sight to arrange reservations
through an online travel site
before we left. I did that because
I learned some time back that
motels in the area fill up quickly;
it's not unusual to find no rooms.

Further, checking into a motel
without reservations practi-
cally guarantees one will pay the
highest price for whatever room
is left in the facility’s inventory
(never a good thing for a traveling
tightwad).

One doesn’t want to be
reduced to choosing between
hotels that charge by the hour,
and those so far off the highway
that even Norman Bates wouldn’t
stay there.

So, I made reservations ... in
advance ... and they were waiting
for us with smiles and good cheer
(apparently not realizing who I
was). Sometimes it's good being
neither famous nor infamous.

The accommodations were
standard issue: queen bed, table,
desk, chair and flat screen televi-
sion. I found myself wondering

Rev. Keith Axberg

why rooms are set up with a
single comfortable chair. Where is
the wife supposed to sit?

Someone should write a grant
and research that very unfair
practice in the hospitality indus-
try. But until they do and we get
some answers to that vexing ques-
tion, we'll just assume it is a cost-
saving measure (which I heartily
appreciate, being so penny-wise).

The only complaint I had with
our room had nothing to do with
its location or accommodations,
but with the practical joker who
apparently thought it would be
hilarious for the next guests (us)
to be awakened at midnight by
the blaring klaxon of the room’s
bedside alarm clock.

Do you realize how hard it is
to find a tiny button to turn off an
unfamiliar device in a darkened,
pitch-black room (while hanging
from the ceiling by whats left of
one’s freshly trimmed finger-
nails)?

Well, we found the light
switch, silenced the alarm and
went back to sleep after almost
firing off a quick letter to our
congressional representatives ask-
ing for the outlawing of alarms.
We thought better of it when we
cooled down. After all, if one
outlaws alarms, only outlaws will
be alarmed and we certainly can't
have that!

We soon fell back to sleep
(having unplugged the alarm - no
use taking chances with another
incident) and slept quite well until
sunlight began to filter through
the blackout curtains. I looked at
my watch and noted that it was
about 7 a.m. — about an hour past
my usual wake up time - so I got
up and began to prepare for our
day’s continuing journey into the
west.

It turns out, however, that
my watch was still on Mountain
Time, and we were now in the
Pacific Time Zone, so the love of
my life was a bit perturbed. Con-
sequently, I decided to give her
an upgrade from the motels free
continental breakfast. We checked
out and enjoyed our first meal of
the new day across the street. The
food was good and the price so
reasonable I wondered how they
could afford those golden arches.

Still, to look across the table to
see the beatific smile on the face
of my main squeeze made the
investment worth it, keeping my
heart warm until we return home
from vacation, back to this, our
valley.

Keith Axberg writes on matters
concerning life and faith. He can be
reached at kfaxberg@gmail.com.

As summertime quickly
draws to a close, Id like to take a
moment to celebrate berry season
... and bear-y season! This is a
beautiful time of year to be hik-
ing and foraging for native fruits
across our landscape, with warm
days and cool nights, although
you may not be the only one in
the berry patch.

Along mountain trails and
riparian areas you may find wild
raspberries, which look like much
smaller versions of the raspberries
grown commercially. Typically
raspberries are one of the first to
ripen, however, so they may be far
and few between by September.
In the same areas you may have
noticed the beauty of pink wild
roses in the spring ... which then
turn to red orange rose hips in the
summer, which are delicious to
eat from the bush right after the
first frost, loaded with vitamin C
and great to steep for tea.

Similar in color and taste, but
usually larger, softer and flatter
are the delightful thimble berry.
Thimble berries are thought to
get their name from the hollow
center when you peel it from the
core. The thimble berries grow on
shrubs along trails, and in wooded
areas of mixed sun and shade
with varying moist to well drained
soils.

Another shrub - tree sized
fruit bearing plant is the choke-
cherry. Chokecherries are best
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By Rebecca Ramsey
Ruby Watershed Coordinator

BERRIES AND BEARS

after a frost, turning a deep red-
purple. They can be quite tart and
caustic tasting if not ripe enough,
but when ripened, they make a
delicious jam or jelly. These are a
favorite of birds! They have one
tiny pit within their fruit. Choke-
cherries are abundant throughout
our whole region, and can be
found in river bottoms, riparian
areas, dry hillsides and even in
people’s yards.

Serviceberries come in many
sizes and with many names!
Sometimes in a low growing
shrub, sometimes more like a tree,
these deep purple fruit bearers are
also known as Juneberries, Sas-
katoon berries, sugar plum, wild
plum, sarvis berries, shadbush,
shadwood and shadblow. These
plants are found typically in well
drained souls, under mixed sun
and shade canopy of forested areas
and their fruit is useful for pies,
jams and jellies and is one that can
be grown commercially.

Huckleberries are not often
found around our area, but a
member of the family, commonly
referred to as whortleberries
sometimes are. They are just as
sweet, but teeny tiny and low to
the ground. They are found all
through the forest floors.

These are just a few of our
most common local mountain
fruits. Domestically in all of our
neighborhoods in town, we are
seeing strawberries, raspberries,

crabapples and apples ripening
too! It’s harvest season!

Did these descriptions make
you hungry? Did they make you
want to go out into the woods to
forage for sweet, tart, juicy ber-
ries? Yes? Well, it does the same
thing for bears.

When you are out berry pick-
ing, you need to remember that
you're not the only one looking
for a tasty treat. This is the time of
year that is referred to as “hyper-
phagia”

Hyperphagia is a period of
excessive eating and drinking by
bears to fatten for hibernation.

As summer begins to fade into
autumn, bears become very active,
seeking ber-
ries, grubs and
anything else
they can turn
into fat stores.
They will be
foraging along
creek banks
and river bot-

toms, hillsides
and trails. When hiking up the
Mill Creek drainage last week, I
saw numerous overturned boul-
ders where bears were digging for
bugs, and shrubs once dripping
with berries stripped bare.

It is always important to be
“bear aware” when recreating, but

Rebecca
Ramsey

perhaps more so as we head into
autumn than ever. When you are
berry picking, remember to sing,
clap and talk to the folks you are
with - in other words, really make
some noise! Let everyone know
you are there. Always bring unex-
pired bear spray, and frequently
look up and look around at your
surroundings.

In Madison County, and
throughout the High Divide
region, we have a very healthy
population of black bears, and
an expanding population of
grizzly bears. Grizzly bears have
been confirmed this summer in
the Upper Big Hole, and were
confirmed years ago around here.
If you are not bear aware, you
should be and can learn more at a
program being hosted in Alder on
Thursday, Sept. 1. You can contact
me at 842-5741 x106 for more
information, or look for posters
around town.

Don't be afraid to bring a bas-
ket with you for gathering some of
our delicious wild fruits to whip
up some jams, jellies and syrups —
if you can keep from eating them
all on the way home. Just remem-
ber keep yourself safe by singing
your favorite tunes, keeping your
eyes open for bears as you are
looking for berries and keep your
bear spray by your side!

MONTANA
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SKIES

The highlight of the Mon-
tana night sky in September is
the prominent action of Mars
and Saturn as they form an
ever-changing pattern in the
evening sky with the bright star
Antares. September also marks
a transition in the Montana
night sky as Jupiter sinks into
the solar glare while bril-
liant Venus rises earlier in the
evening sky. On the other end
of the night, Mercury makes its

By Richard Stouffer

best appearance
in the morning

sky for the year

A toward the end

of the month.

As the month
begins, on Sept.
2, about 30
minutes after the
sun sets, look for
a very thin cres-
cent moon very
close to Jupiter.
Both will appear
very low in the
western sky just
after sunset. Bril-
liant Venus may
act as a guide to finding both
as it shines well to their upper
left. By around the first weekend
in September, Jupiter will be
lost in the solar glare. Venus,
on the other hand, will become
more prominent as the time
between when the sun sets and
Venus sets gradually increases
throughout the month from a
little under an hour to a little
more than an hour.

The main action in the

by Jerry Welch

evening sky centers around
Mars and Saturn. Throughout
the month, Mars will continue
to pull away from Saturn and
Antares, the brightest star in
the constellation Scorpius. The
result will be an ever expanding
triangular pattern of the two
bright planets and the bright
star as the month progresses.
Mars will also continue to fade
in brightness as it speeds away
from Earth. By the end of the
month, Mars will move into
the constellation Sagittarius

as it also passes close by to the
galactic center of our Milky Way
Galaxy, which is located just to
the upper right of the teapot
pattern of Sagittarius. As the
month begins, Mars and Saturn
will both set about a quarter
hour before midnight. By the
end of the month, Saturn will
set about 10 p.m. while Mars
will set about 11 p.m.

In the morning sky, Mercury
rises up out of the solar glare
during the last week of Sep-
tember and makes its highest
appearance in the morning sky

COMMODITY INSITE!: When coat tailing

on Sept. 28.

As noted above, a very thin
crescent moon passes very close
to Jupiter on Sept. 2. The moon
then passes well to the upper
left of Venus the next evening.
The moon passes above Saturn
on Sept. 8 and well to the upper
left of Mars the next evening.
The moon is full on Sept. 16.
Then, on Sept. 29, a thin cres-
cent moon passes just below
Mercury in the morning sky.

The sun arrives at the au-
tumnal equinox at 8:21 a.m. on
Sept. 22, when the sun heads
south across the celestial equa-
tor and autumn begins in the
Northern Hemisphere.

There are no major meteor
showers this month. However,

a sporadic meteor can flash
across the sky at any time. From
a dark site, meteors typically can
be seen at a rate of about five
meteors per hour.

* Life-long amateur astrono-
mer and former member of Dela-
ware Astronomical Society and
National Capital Astronomers

One of the few financial pe-
riodicals I reach for each week is
Barron’s. On their website, they
tout themselves as, “America’s
premier financial magazine”
providing, “in depth analysis
and commentary on the market,
updated every business day
online” I consider Barron’s smart
money, as they are generally
better informed than most and
sometimes is pays to ride their
coattails.

I became an avid reader of
Barron’s primarily because Alan
Abelson was a former top editor
of Barron’s and a columnist. His
column ran from 1966 to 2013.
According to the New York
Times, “Abelson made waves,
sometimes tsunamis by writing
a pugnacious, sagacious stock
market column that denounced
Wall Street hucksterism and rou-
tinely rocked share prices” Sadly,
Mr. Abelson died at 87 of a heart

attack in May 2013.

On May 7 of this year, Bar-
ron’s published an article enti-
tled, “Price of rice could double”
The opening paragraphs stated:
“Even your sushi may cost more.
Drought, floods and histori-
cally low global inventories have
rice-market experts worried that
the price of the grain could come
close to doubling if harvests
around the world continue to
disappoint”

Barron’s went on to state, “It
means futures prices for rough,
or un-milled, rice could exceed
$20 per 100 pounds, versus
recent prices for active-month
futures of $11.40 on the Chicago
Mercantile Exchange. Specula-
tors wishing to gain from the
potential move higher should
purchase rough-rice futures
contracts”

Rice futures dropped as
low as 11.20 cents per hundred

weight following the release

of that article but on May 18,
rallied to a high of 12.51. Sadly,
the market ran out of steam,
rolled over and headed south.

A few weeks ago, prices fell to
9.51. Though I consider Barrons
smart money, their forecast on
rice was flat out wrong.

On June 18, Barron’s pub-
lished an article entitled, “Living
high on the hog is about to get
tougher” The opening paragraph
stated: “An obscure corner of the
commodities markets has been a
squealing hot buy this year: lean
hogs. But it appears ready to cool
down”

Barronss also posted: “Lean
hog futures settled at $89.18
cents a pound on Friday. The
futures — with a $10.7 billion
market capitalization — have
risen 49 percent this year, plac-
ing them among 2016s best-
performing assets, far outpacing

gold and oil, not to mention
the meager advances in (United
States) stocks””

Stating further Barron’s
said: “Hog prices have soared as
demand in China has remained
strong while supplies there have
dwindled. China’s appetite for
pork has prompted a flood of
imports from Europe and the
U.S., where near-term supplies
have been tightening as well. But
analysts say that the market is
getting top-heavy, and they have
a hard time making the case for
further gains, barring a demand
shock that seems unlikely”

Following the publication of
that article, hog futures simply
collapsed. Not one single day
did lean hog futures close higher
than $89.18, the date of the Bar-
ron’s column. And a few weeks
ago, lean hog futures touched a
low of $66.85, having collapsed
more than $22 in two months,

likely a record decline in such a
short period.

Barron’s may have been
wrong about the rice market
but the call they made regard-
ing the oinker market was sheer
brilliance by any measure. And
that leads to my message for this
week. When possible, always
ride on the coattails of “smart
money.” Not because they are al-
ways right because they are not.
Smart money is never always
right. But smart money tends to
be more right than wrong and
more often than not. What more
can you ask for?

Based on how poorly rice and
hog prices have been doing since
the May - June period it certain-
ly appears possible that further
losses will soon be seen. But of
the two markets, the one that
may yet bottom, head north and
surprise everyone, is rice. After
all, the lows set a few weeks ago

around the 9.51 level represent a
15 month low. Should prices fall
under 9.40, only a blink away,
the market would then be resting
on its lowest level since the fall of
2006, nearly 10 years ago.

For the first time in years
and I do mean years, my work is
suggesting that rice futures are
poised to head higher. Possibly
a great deal higher. Keep a close
eye on the lowly rice market
because with values very close to
a 10 year low, there may not be
much left of the downside. Not
much at all.

Nonetheless. When coat
tailing either smart or dumb
money always follow the advice
found in that old Chinse saying
and I quote. “/= 2 {1 FH 145,
Or, “Z0ng shi shiyong zhi stin”
And for those of you who do not
recall your high school Chinese
lessons, that old saw means,
“always use a stop”
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“AUT SERIOUSY, WHEN ARE THEY GOING TOREVEAL
THAT THIS HAG BEEN ONE Blo REALITY SHOW PRANK?”

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not reflec