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Airports: growth on the horizon
Ennis on ‘cusp’ of moving up a class; Twin Bridges sees increased traffi  c

A������ D�����
editor@madisoniannews.com

A project to replace the 
aprons and taxiways at the 
Ennis-Big Sky Airport is 

nearly complete – the paving 
is � nished, and all that is le�  is 
striping and lighting, accord-
ing to Madison County com-
missioner Jim Hart.

  e update was necessary 

because the taxiway at the air-
port was constructed around 
25 years ago, which means they 
were well past their useful life. 

“(  e aprons and taxiways 
had) extensive cracking and 
rutting resulting from load 
related pavement failures,” 
said Lance Bowser, engineer 
with Robert Peccia & Associ-
ates, the � rm handling the 
engineering and construction 
on Madison County’s airports. 
“  e project (reconstructed) 
the pavement in accordance 
with current standards for the 
existing air tra�  c utilizing the 
airport.”

  e project’s price tag of 
$1.8 million was primarily 
funded by the Federal Aviation 
Administration – Madison 
County paid 10 percent of 
the cost through the county 
airport budget.

Increasing tra�  c
When the commissioners 

� rst applied for FAA funding 
to update the Ennis Airport, 
the FAA declined the request.

“We’re right at the cusp 

of moving from a class B to a 
class C airport and (the FAA) 
said, ‘you know what?’ we 
better plan to accommodate 
future tra�  c,” Hart explained. 

Bowser revised the scope 
of work to alleviate the FAA’s 
concerns about accommodat-
ing the volume and type of 
tra�  c that projected at Ennis 
in the future, and the project 
was approved.

Hart said the next step for 
the Ennis Airport is widen-
ing the runway – the airport is 
starting to see more � ights, but 
also tra�  c from bigger, faster 
aircra� , which emphasizes the 
need for an upgrade in the 
near future.

“We need to plan how soon 
we will widen the runway,” 
Hart said. “Doing that might 
have to include purchasing 
minimal property to the east.”

  e Ennis-Big Sky Air-
port is only one of Madison 
County’s two facilities.   e 
other, in Twin Bridges, is also 
experiencing increased tra�  c.
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The Ennis-Big Sky Airport received new aprons and taxiways 
this summer.

VIRGINIA CITY POST OFFICE
Commissioners push for more hours to increase effi  ciency of county offi  ces
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Around two years ago, the 
United States Postal Service 
reduced hours at the Virginia 
City Post O�  ce to only four 

hours per weekday. Since then, 
the Madison County Commis-
sioners have been arguing that 
decision.

“We think it is very 
unfortunate that we are the 
only county seat in the state 

of Montana with reduced 
hours at the post o�  ce,” said 
commissioner Dave Schulz. 
“Not only is it a burden to our 
residents, but it adds incredible 
ine�  ciency for county o�  ces 
with time sensitive mail and 

quick turnaround.”
Schulz said county o�  ces 

like the treasurer, clerk and 
recorder, commission, clerk of 
court and more all send and 

Turn to POST on p. A2
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The interior of the Virginia City Post 

Offi  ce, closed for the day.

LEAD in 
the WATER
Sheridan town discovers low 
levels of lead in drinking water

C������ A���
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According to a release from the town of Sheridan, 
elevated levels of lead have been found in some areas 
of Sheridan’s drinking water system.

“Levels of lead in the Sheridan public water supply 
were discovered during routine sampling of the system 
during the Department of Environmental Quality 
prescribed sampling period of Jan. 1 to June 30, 2016,” 
according to the release. “Results of 29 samples taken 
during this period identified an exceedance of the lead 
action level of 0.015 micrograms per liter.”

The release continues to state that DEQ has man-
dated a plan of action to identify the source of the 
problem, as well as steps to mitigate the excess levels 
of lead. 

“We’ve outlined the steps (the town) need to take 
including public education and information, collecting 
samples at both the source of the water and home taps 
and have provided other recommendations with regard 
to treatment,” said Kristi Ponozzo, public policy direc-
tor for the DEQ.

Ponozzo also issued a statement recommending 
consumers to “drink tap water in moderation and to 
provide bottled water to children under the age of 6 
and those with compromised immune systems.”

The release states children under the age of 6 and 
pregnant woman are at the most risk in addition to 
those with high blood pressure and kidney problems. 

The next move
According to Mayor Tom Shaffer, the town has 

initiated the required actions and will hold a public 
meeting at the Sheridan Elementary School on Aug. 15 
at 6 p.m.

“We found lead in three sections of the town, most-
ly on the eastern side of town and not throughout the 
entire (water) system,” Shaffer said. “We’re not in any 
violations with DEQ but it has reached a point where 
we need to take action.”

Though it is unknown at this time what caused the 
spike in lead levels in the system, DEQ is conducting a 
corrosion control study to determine the source of the 
contamination.

Shaffer and the town council, along with the Madi-
son County Sanitarian, Madison County Department 
of Health, Madison County Department of Emergency 
Services, DEQ and a representative from Great West 
Engineering, will be on hand during the Aug. 15 meet-
ing to address comments from the public as well as 
actions the town is taking.

The town and the DEQ will be conducting more 
samples and will meet in the following weeks with all 
county department representatives.

“As far as we know right now, it’s kind of early to 
tell anything,” said county sanitarian Van Puckett. 
“We’ll meet next week and get more guidance and an-
other set of samples to see if there were some sampling 
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SHERIDAN SUMMER FESTIVAL

Last weekend, the Ruby Valley celebrated 
summer with a parade, car show and more. 

See more photos inside on A3!

C������ A���/T�� M���������
Quincie Eby, 2, waves goodbye to 

the parade during the Sheridan 
Summer Festival.
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How well do YOU know 
Madison County?

Nobody correctly named this road last week. Who knows it!?

“For safety, we will need 
to widen the taxiway from the 
runway into the tarmac,” said 
Madison County commission-
er Dave Schulz. “We’re talking 
maybe five or seven years out.”

Though traffic at the En-
nis facility is growing faster, 
Schulz said if Twin Bridges 

upgrades, they might start get-
ting traffic that currently goes 
to Dillon.

Serving a need
“Montana and Madison 

County is quite often consid-
ered a recreational spot,” Hart 
explained. “People come fish-
ing and hunting and recreating 
in various ways.”

 Hart said the county 
airports bring traffic into the 
surrounding communities.

“They don’t just drop in the 
airport then turn around and 
leave,” he said. “While they’re 
here, they go to motels, res-
taurants and shops. They buy 
fishing and hunting licenses. It 
helps Madison County.”

Schulz brought up another 

benefit of the county airports.
“They provide public 

and resource safety,” he said 
simply. 

Schulz used the recent Blue 
Lake Fire, south of Ennis, as 
an example.

“Helicopters were sitting at 
the Ennis Airport, just using 
it as a base to fight that fire 
from,” he said. 

AIRPORTS from pg. 1

receive time sensitive mail, 
that is sometimes delayed up 
to three days because of short 
hours at the post o�  ce.

On July 25, two of Sen. Jon 
Tester’s � eld representatives, 
Jennifer Madgic and Smith 
Work, attended the commis-
sioners’ meeting, curious if 
any progress had been made 
in increasing hours at the post 
o�  ce.

“We told them no,” Schulz 
said. “Tester’s o�  ce is going 
to evaluate what options we 
have and make recommenda-
tions for how we should move 
forward.”

Schulz and commissioner 
Jim Hart clari� ed the postal 
service uses revenue as a deter-
mining factor when deciding 
hours for a speci� c branch.

“We have a postage machine 
in our courthouse and send 
a lot (of mail),” Schulz said. 
“And with the amount of public 
and tourist business that goes 
through that o�  ce, it is about 
more than revenue.”

According to Pete Nowacki, 
spokesperson for the United 
States Postal Service, the 
Virginia City Post O�  ce was 
one of more than 13,000 o�  ces 

nationwide that were reviewed 
as part of a “Post Plan.”

“Retail window hours at 
Post Plan O�  ces were ad-
justed to two, four or six per 
day, based upon workload and 
proximity to other post o�  ce 
facilities,” Nowacki explained. 
“� e Post Plan process had a 
public contact process, includ-
ing surveys sent to all custom-
ers and public meetings to so-
licit community input beyond 
analysis of postal workload.”

Nowacki said all post o�  ces 
are periodically reviewed to 
determine if the current hours 
accurately re� ect workload, but 
he was unable to say when the 
Virginia City Post O�  ce would 
be reviewed again.

Kathleen Mumme, Madison 
County clerk and recorder and 
election administrator, said 
her o�  ce has learned to work 
around the shorter hours.

“We do believe that hav-
ing it open for only four hours 
makes it more di�  cult – not 
only for the county o�  ces but 
for whoever is working there,” 
Mumme said. “We have so 
much responsibility here at the 
county to get things from and 
to the taxpayers.”

In the past, Mumme said 
the o�  ce could count on all 

mail within the area to get 
where it is going within a day.

“� at is no longer the case,” 
she said. “We seem to get the 
bulk of our mail on Monday 
and Tuesday. � e rest of the 
week it seems to trickle in. 
Since so much of our daily 
workload 
is based in 
mail, that 
leaves two 
days of large 
workloads, 
with the other 
three less so. 
� at is not 
a problem, 
really, but we 
o¡ en long for 
the days when 
things were 
a bit more 
spread out.” 

Sen. Tes-
ter’s sta¢ ers 
agreed with 
the commis-
sioners that 
the situation 
was “unfor-
tunate” and 
even “inap-
propriate.”

“At the end 
of the day, it’s 
about provid-

ing adequate service,” Schulz 
said. 

POST from pg. 1

THIS WEEK’S CONTEST IS 
SPONSORED BY 

Shovel & Spoon
Sheridan, MT

and
Maple’s Coffee

Ennis, MT
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The post offi  ce, located on 

Virginia City Main Street.

errors and if any false positives were gener-
ated from bad sampling techniques or cross 
contaminated samples. We want to rule out 
everything before we can take action.”

As sanitarian, Puckett works closely with 
restaurants and retail food providers and said 
if they find unsafe levels of lead they will 
surely let the public know.

Health concerns
According to Ponozzo, lead is a chronic 

exposure and builds up in the body over time. 
Lead is not absorbed through the skin, so 
swimming and bathing is a not a concern.

Melissa Brummel, public heath nurse with 
the Madison County Public Health Depart-
ment also released a statement regarding the 
potential lead-related health concerns.

“No amount of lead exposure had been 
proven to be safe,” the release states. “It is im-
portant to know your risks of being exposed 
to lead and decrease or eliminate them as soon 
as possible.”

Brummel continued, saying not all who 
have toxic levels of lead in their body pres-
ent symptoms. The following symptoms may 
indicate an exposure to lead: abdominal pain, 
constipation, irritability, difficulty concentrat-
ing and anemia.

If you suspect you may have had a lead ex-
posure or know of one, Brummel recommends 
seeking advice from your medical provider.

* Editor’s note: Anyone with questions 
should reach out to the town of Sheridan at 
842-5431 or attend the public meeting at the 
Sheridan Elementary School on Aug. 15 at 6 
p.m.

LEAD from pg. 1
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MORE NEWS:

SHERIDAN summer FESTIVAL
C������ A���

news@madisoniannews.com

Last weekend, the town of Sheridan celebrated with the 
annual Sheridan Summer Festival with food, music, kick-
ball, a parade and the eighth annual Kenny Steiner Memorial 
Car Show. With a barbeque by the Sheridan Volunteer Fire 
Department and music in the park on July 29, followed by 
Saturday’s parade and kickball tournament, the Ruby Valley 
was bursting with fun.

“It’s been going well,” said Janna Verhow, one of the fes-
tival coordinators. “We served over 300 people for dinner 
and the band was good. It’s always nice to see some folks you 
haven’t seen in a while and everyone comes together.”

Photos clockwise from bottom left
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Kids scramble for candy during the parade.

Pete Rossiter shoots parade viewers with a squirt gun during 
Saturday’s parade.

Sheridan veterans carry the colors and start the parade.

Rob Tipton passes candy from his saddlebag into eager 
hands.

Over 40 cars participated in the Kenny Steiner Memorial Car 
Show.
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As a hot, dry June came to a close, July 
started much the same way. Fortunately, be-
tween July 10 and 13, a storm covered Southwest 
Montana, bringing most of the month’s moun-
tain precipitation in just three days, according to 
Lucas Zukiewicz, water supply specialist with the 
Natural Resources and Conservation Service.

“June is the last month we usually have, the 
last burst of precipitation we get before a few dry 
months,” Zukiewicz said. “But in the Ruby (River 
Basin) and Madison (River Basin) both, our 
mountain precipitation was well below average.”

In fact, the Madison River Basin only re-
ceived 35 percent of its average precipitation 
during the month of June. On the Ruby side, that 
basin received 58 percent of average, he added.

� at below average precipitation, combined 
with the fact the snowpack peaked early, means 
that most area rivers are experiencing “fairly 
low” � ows, Zukiewicz said. 

In the Madison and Ruby valleys, snowpack 
peaked at the beginning of April for low eleva-
tions and mid to late-April at higher elevations, 
which shi� ed snowmelt into start about two 

weeks ahead of usual. Once that melt started, 
there was no going back, so mountain snows 
were not available to sustain the system this 
summer.

Average July
Typically, July brings a little less than two 

inches of rain to Madison County, Zukiewicz 
said. July 2016 stayed true to that, with a mid-
month storm that le�  behind nearly all the 
month’s precipitation in just a few days.

As the month drew to a close, the Madison 
River Basin rounded out at 100 percent of aver-
age precipitation, and the Ruby River Basin was 
at 122 percent.

“� ere’s no strong signal that things are going 
to change heading into August,” Zukiewicz said. 
“Persistence is probably the best forecast.”

Like July, August and September are generally 
dry months for Madison County – Zukiewicz 
said the area usually receives 1 1/2 to 2 inches of 
rain per month from July through September. 

Demand on reservoirs
Fortunately for Madison River users, Hebgen 

Dam regulates the � ows, augmenting runo£  with 
dam releases. In the Ruby Valley, however, the 

reservoir is in high demand due to irrigation. 
� ough Zukiewicz did not have updated reser-
voir percentages by � e Madisonian’s press time 
on Tuesday, he did say he is expecting to see a 
“drop” because of the summer’s below average 

precipitation and the demand for water.

Water supply below average for summer
Mid-July storm front brings nearly all the month’s precipitation in 3 days 

A������ D�����/T�� M���������
A summer storm approaches across the 

Tobacco Root Mountains in mid-July.
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K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

Madison County Sanitarian’s Office
P.O. Box 278 - 103 W. Wallace Street

Virginia City, MT 59755
(O) 406-843-4275     (F) 406-843-5362

mcsani@madison.mt.gov

SERVSAFE TRAINING
The Madison County Sanitarian’s Office will be holding a ServSafe training. A successful 

passing grade will satisfy the Montana Food Code, which requires all licensed food 
establishments to have a Certified Food Manager on staff. 

The date and location is listed below:

DATe: AuguST 18Th, ThurSDAy, 8:00AM-5:00pM VirginiA CiTy, in The 
ADMiniSTrATiVe BuilDing puBliC MeeTing rOOM.

Fee: $75.00
registration Deadline: One week prior to the class

registration forms can be found on the Sanitarian’s page of the Madison County website at 
madison.mt.gov, or the Sanitarian’s Office, located at 103 W. Wallace Street in Virginia City.

Textbooks will be available for pick up at the Madison County Sanitarian’s Office. Applicants 
must be registered and fees paid in advance of receiving textbooks and exam materials. 

lunch will be provided at no cost.
please call the Sanitarian’s Office at 843-4275 to register for this training. 

Seating is limited, so please register early.

Celebration of Life for

Ben Tone
Join us for memories, food, 

and fun!

At the Bale of Hay and 
Virginia City Opera House

August 12 at noon

The Republican ‘good old days’ 
mean disaster for middle class

Dear Editor,

The Republican motto is, 
“Make America strong again.” 
I thought America was strong 
now. If America is not strong, 
it is because of the “no” party. 
The last Republican presi-
dent sent us to an economic 
decline. The last Republican 
president started an unneeded 
illegal war that cost taxpayers 
$3 trillion. The last Republi-
can president gave the super 
rich big tax breaks. You know 
what the middle class got?

In the past eight years the 
Republicans in Congress have 

done little to help America. 
They have been the party of 
“no,” but have collected their 
big paychecks and have a 
good health care system for 
themselves. You know what 
the middle class got?

Now the Republican Party 
wants us to go back to the 
good old days. The good 
old days means the rich get 
richer, the poor get poorer 
and the middle class pays the 
bills.

The Republicans say they 
want smaller government, 
which means the rich get 
richer, the poor get poorer 

and the middle class gets 
cheated.

The Republicans say they 
are conservative. Which 
means the rich get richer, 
the poor get poorer and the 
middle class gets bilked.

We cannot afford to get rid 
of social security, as the Re-
publicans want. You worked 
all your life, paid into social 
security and if the Republi-
cans get their way, you will 
get nothing, zero, naught. 

We cannot afford the Re-
publicans who said they will 
create more jobs, but what did 
they do? They shut down the 

government, which put thou-
sands out of work and cost 
taxpayers $24 billion to rein-
state what they shut down. 

The Republicans want 
fewer regulations to control 
Wall Street. Which means the 
rich will get richer and you 
know the rest. 

The middle class and the 
working poor cannot afford 
to go back to the Republican 
“good old days.” The Repub-
lican “good old days” means 
disaster for the middle class.

LaVon D. Brillhart
Dillon

William Franklin Johnson, 
“Bill,” graduated peacefully 
from this life on the morn-
ing of July 26, 2016. Bill was 
born Nov. 3, 1933, in Rector, 
Ark., and spent his childhood 
moving frequently between 
the mid-south and the San 
Juaquin Valley of California. 
Bill was the oldest of four 
children and his sister Car-
nell Landsbury survives him. 
Bill joined the U.S. Navy in 
1955 and married Betty Lou 
Stearns in 1956 … and then 

the fun began! Bill and Betty 
had five children: Dennis Eu-
gene, Mary Marcell (Marcie), 
Dorene Faye (Dori), Diane 
Camille (Camie) and William 
Clyde (Billy). 

Following the Navy, Bill 
had a career in China Lake, 
Calif., as an electronic tech-
nician for the Department of 
Defense. Bill retired in 1988. 
Bill was a volunteer firefight-
er in Inyokern, Calif., from 
1968-1988, served in the 
military and active reserves 

from 1955-1979 and worked 
in various anechoic chambers 
(Google it!) for the 29 years 
of his civil service career. He 
was also an active member, 
deacon, elder, joy bus driver, 
song-leader and occasional 
preacher of the Ridgecrest, 
Calif., Church of Christ. (He 
and Betty later joined the 
Three Forks Church of Christ 
and most recently enjoyed 
the Rocky Mountain Baptist 
Church).

Bill loved the outdoors 
and even before retiring 
he knew he wanted his last 
chapter of life to be in Ennis. 
He was an avid hunter, fish-
erman, backpacker and small 
aircraft pilot. He shared this 
passion for the outdoors 
with his family (with vary-
ing degrees of success). Each 
vacation was spent in the 
mountains with every child 
her/his own homemade 
backpack, custom sleeping 
bag and even the ceremonial 
gun given between ages 10 
and 12.

Bill was a deeply respect-
ed gentleman who served 
his church and his com-
munity. But the love of his 
life was his family. Bill and 

Betty spent years with their 
grandchildren during sum-
mers in Montana. He taught 
his grandsons James and 
Ben how to make homemade 
bunk beds using only hand-
whittled dowels. At other 
times grandchildren helped 
him make canoes (and every-
one survived the many trips 
on the river). Other grand-
children Mindy, Katharene, 
Chris, Julie, Robert, Gavin, 
Elliott, Dayna, Nathan and 
Grant all spent a lot of time 
in Montana over the years 
making memories to last a 
lifetime. 

Bill and Betty also have 11 
great-grandchildren spread 
around the globe and ex-
tended nieces and nephews, 
cousins, brothers and sisters 
and dear friends who have 
enjoyed time in Montana. 

There will be a celebration 
of life in Tacoma, Wash., in 
August and also in Ennis on 
Sunday, Sept. 18 at the Rocky 
Mountain Baptist Church. 
Church services start at 
11 a.m. and following the 
morning service there will 
be a potluck in honor of Bill. 
Please join us! 

William Franklin Johnson
November 3, 1933 – July 26, 2016

Robert Syphert
2016

Robert Syphert, age 76, of Twin Bridges died July 24, 2016, 
at his home. Cremation has taken place and a memorial ser-
vice will be held at a later date. K&L Mortuaries and Crema-
tory of Twin Bridges is assisting with arrangements.

We’re on 
the web!

www.
madisoniannews

.com

Check us out!
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True appreciation
Hi readers,
Last week, I was at one of En-

nis’ local watering holes and noticed 
something that warmed my heart. The 
establishment has a big whiteboard 
where folks can “buy a buddy a beer.” 
The board was completely full. Names 
of various community members were 
interspersed on the list, but a lot of the 
money on the board was for any fire-
fighter working the Blue Lake Fire to 
enjoy a cold one.

The Madison Valley’s own volunteer 
fire department was the first on scene 
at the grass fire near Axolotl Lake. As 
the fire grew and entered the timber 
on Bureau of Land Management and 
private lands, a call for assistance came 
across the scanner and within hours, 
hundreds of firefighters flooded the 
area. 

I want to emphasize the importance 
of saying “thank you.” The men and 
women who worked tirelessly to con-

tain the Blue Lake Fire are more than 
deserving of thanks. 

Two weekends ago, when the fire was 
reaching it’s peak, the involved agencies 
hosted a public information meeting 
so affected community members could 
learn about current operations and hear 
plans for the future. During the infor-
mation session, a common thread kept 
popping up. 

Whoever was speaking – a county 
commissioner, Forest Service repre-
sentative or someone else – would ask 
if anyone in the public had questions. 
Without a doubt, the question was al-
ways, “What can we do to help?”

One member of the public offered 
the use of irrigation ponds for the 
helicopters to fill their buckets. An-
other asked if they could donate cases 
of water. A third asked about making 
sandwiches. 

Though the agency officials politely 
told everyone they were in good shape, 
it was apparent they were touched by 
the offer. 

If you truly want to give back, con-
sider if you have the capacity to volun-
teer. Madison County’s quick response 
units, ambulances and fire departments 
are always in need of help. If you aren’t 
an EMT or if you don’t feel like you’re 
up to the task of firefighting, I have a 
feeling our organizations could still 
find ways to put you to work. 

So, yes, please thank a first respond-
er. But also consider taking it a step 
further. Our community is supported 
on the backs of volunteers, and the void 
they fill is not getting any smaller. 

Abigail

& MORE NEWS:

P���� �������� F����� S������

& MORE NEWS:
AT THE END OF THE DAY

Crews return to fi re camp after a day on the Blue Lake Fire
C������ A���

news@madisoniannews.com

A long stretch of headlights toured down MT Highway 287, 
turning into the Ennis Rodeo Grounds. Engine a� er engine lined 
the open � eld as � re� ghters unloaded their packs a� er a 14 hour 
day on the Blue Lake Fire. 

Just a� er 8:30 p.m., Je�  Barnes and his engine, number 661, 
landed in � re camp, a place the Ennis native has been calling 
home since the Blue Lake Fire started July 21. ¡ e lightning 
caused � re is burning 1 and 1/2 miles south of Axolotl Lakes and 
was one of the � rst big � res for the state. As of Tuesday, July 26 
there were 216 people helping to tame the blaze.

Barnes, an assistant engine foreman on the Madison Ranger 
District of the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest, had been 
up since 5:30 a.m. and had just returned to camp, ready for din-
ner, a hot shower and bed.

“It’s a little stressful,” said Barnes, referring to the Blue Lake 
Fire. “More so than others because I know the area and the people 
so you have a little more invested.”

Barnes spent 13 years as a volunteer � re� ghter in Ennis and 
always enjoyed being outdoors.

“I like being out in the woods, so I guess it was a pretty natural 
segway for me,” he said about his transition to working for the 
Forest Service. “I hope to stick with it and keep moving up.”

¡ e Blue Lake Fire is only a six or seven on Barnes’ scale, 

meaning it is not the craziest blaze he has ever seen. 
“I was on a � re in New Mexico that was a grass � re that got out 

of control,” he said. “We were going from house to house to make 
sure everyone was out.”

A day and night at camp
A typical day in � re camp is anything but glamorous. Crews 

wake up at 5:30 a.m. for breakfast before gathering at 6 a.m. for 
their daily brie� ng. ¡ ere are mobile showers and a � rst aide tent 
on site, and a designated sleeping area, where � re� ghters have 
lined up their tents for their stay.

“At the morning brie� ng we get our assignments and then 
head out for the day,” said Barnes. 

Crews usually take a brown bag lunch with them, as they likely 
will not return until dinner. 

“¡ eir lunches have to have a certain caloric value,” said acting 
public information o¤  cer Kary Maddox. 

Most of the meals have been outsourced strictly because of 
quantity of prep and demand it takes to provide for the crews. 

“We try to keep it as local as we can for as long as we can, but 
a� er a certain point it becomes more of a stress on the commu-
nity,” Maddox said.

Maddox came over from Idaho as the acting PIO and is in 
charge of providing information to the public. 

“It’s been a really long and tiresome couple of days,” she said as 
she walked around the camp.

¡ ough the Madison Valley is picturesque, sleeping on the 
ground a� er a 14 to 16 hour day does not always seem so great.

Camp camaraderie and community support
Barnes and his fellow crewmembers spend hours in the � eld 

creating � re perimeters and battling embers, smoke and terrain 
as they protect and preserve Madison County’s public lands from 
one of Mother Nature’s most dangerous o� enses. It is a tough job 
and takes a certain type of person, but it’ i de� nitely something 
that does not go unnoticed by those impacted.

“¡ e community has been so great and really supportive,” 
Barnes said. 

Whether it is purchasing a case of water or dropping o�  baked 
goods or even just o� ering a simple thank you, folks in the valley 
and throughout Madison County have made sure Barnes and his 
fellow crewmembers feel appreciated.

“It’s been educational, I think, for the community too,” said 
Barnes. “Fires like this can happen in your back yard.”

¡ e world of � re� ghting is small, and while you are not likely 
to know everyone working the same � re, you are sure to meet new 
lifelong friends.

“Fire’s a very small community and it’s neat to see friends on 
� res and meet new people in the camp,” Barnes said. 

* Editor’s note: For an update on the Blue Lake Fire operations, 
see page A6.

TOP
C������ A���/T�� 
M���������
The Chief Mountain Hot 
Shots out of Browning 
walk single fi le into 
camp for dinner.

FAR LEFT
C������ A���/T�� 
M���������
A rainbow glosses 
over fi re camp Tuesday 
night.

LEFT
C������ A���/T�� 
M���������
Ennis native Jeff  Barnes 
is an assistant engine 
foreman.
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PET SUCCESS
Rudy the bounding marshmallow

C������ A���
news@madisoniannews.com

When Jaime Roberts � rst saw Rudy’s adop-
tion photo in the newspaper, she knew she 
wanted him. 

“I called and couldn’t meet with them right 
away because I was getting ready to head to 
Arizona,” she said. “When I got back I saw that 
he was still in the paper and I thought ‘this 
little dog has been there long enough’.”

When Roberts picked up her new four-
legged companion, it was love at � rst meeting.

“He just jumped in the car right away and 
came home with us,” Roberts said.

Rudy is a 4-year-old black lab and bernese 
mountain dog mix that Roberts said is always 

full of joy and happiness.
“He’s just a joy to watch – he’s like a big, 

bounding marshmallow,” she said. “He’s the 
sweetest dog and very loving and funny.”

Rudy takes great care and concern when it 
comes to Roberts’ newly born granddaughter 
and acts as her protector.

“He must have been around kids sometime 
before because he will not leave her side when 
she’s here,” Roberts said. “He lays right by her 
side and is very protective but very gentle – ev-
erywhere she goes, he’s right there with her.”

When he is not on babysitting duty, Rudy 
enjoys the carefree life similar to most dogs 
– going for walks and rides in the truck, and 
most de� nitely chasing antelope that come 
onto the property.

As far as adopting Rudy, Roberts could not 
be happier and has high praise for the adoption 
route.

“(� e animals) know they are getting home 
and they are so appreciative,” Roberts said.

She suggests to future adoptees not to be 
afraid and to be patient with newly adopted 
animals.

“Rudy must have been neglected because 
he was a little shy at � rst,” Roberts said. “Don’t 
expect perfection right away – just be patient 
and don’t be afraid to (adopt).”

* Editor’s note: If you have a pet success story, 
let us know! We want to share your tale with our 
readers. Email Caitlin at news@madisonian-
news.com or call the o�  ce at 682-7755.

& EVEN MORE NEWS:
Fire 45 percent contained, 629 acres burned as of Aug. 1
Blue Lake Fire update

A������ D�����
editor@madisoniannews.com

� e Blue Lake Fire, which is 
burning 10 miles southwest of Ennis 
was 629 acres on Aug. 1 at 10 a.m., 
according to Dale Olson, Madison 
District Ranger with the Beaver-
head-Deerlodge National Forest.

“Until the weather changes and 
we get signi� cant moisture, we’re 
going to be in monitoring mode,” 
Olson said. 

� e lightning-caused � re was 
reported at 2:45 p.m. on July 21. It 
is burning on privately owned and 
Bureau of Land Management land 1 
1/2 miles south of Axolotl Lake.

Currently, Olson said around 60 
personnel are assigned to the � re. 
Within the � re perimeter, Olson said 
there are around 30 acres of un-
burned fuel under the tree canopy, 
which is torching occasionally, 
sending new plumes of smoke into 
the air. 

“� ere’s heat in there,” Olson 
said. “� ere’s going to be periodic 
smoke.”

Olson emphasized that observing 
smoke from the � re does not neces-
sarily mean it is “blowing up.”

“Having it start into another � re 
is not out of the realm of possibility, 
if it was hot and really windy and 
it jumped into an area with a lot of 
fuel,” Olson said. “(On July 30) there 
was a little spotting into the grass, 
but it was easily handled.”

A������ D�����/T�� M���������
A plume of smoke from the Blue Lake Fire, pictured from Cameron on July 24.

S�������� �� A����� J����
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

Consistent high water temperatures and 
low stream � ows have prompted Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks to close two sections of the 
Big Hole River and the entire Je¢ erson River 
to all � shing. FWP is also implementing hoot 
owl restrictions on the Yellowstone River and 
reinstituting hoot owl restrictions on the Lower 
Beaverhead River as well as a section of the Big 
Hole River.

 
Speci� cally, the following sections of rivers 

are closed to all � shing e¢ ectively immediately:

·         Big Hole River from Saginaw Bridge on 
Skinner Meadows Road to the con� uence of the 
North Fork Big Hole River and Big Hole River

·         Big Hole River from Notch Bottom FAS 
to con� uence with the Beaverhead River

·         � e entire length of the Je¢ erson River

� e following sections of rivers will be closed 
to � shing daily from 2 p.m. to midnight until 
conditions improve:

·         Big Hole River from the North Fork Big 
Hole River to Dickie Bridge

·         Beaverhead River from Anderson Lane 
to the con� uence with the Big Hole River

·         Yellowstone River from Carter’s Bridge 

FAS to the con� uence with the Clarks Fork of 
the Yellowstone east of Laurel 

Regional Fisheries Manager Travis Horton 
warns water levels are so critically low that re-
strictions may remain in place for weeks or even 
longer.

“What has us so concerned right now is the 
lack of water,” Horton said. “It’s all about water 
when it comes to sustaining healthy � sh popula-
tions. Even if the temperatures drop for a while, 
we still need to wait for � ows to improve before 
adding back the stress of angling.” 

Other hoot owl restrictions around the re-
gion which remain in place include:

·         Big Hole River: Maiden Rock FAS to 
Notch Bottom FAS

·         East Gallatin River: Spring Hill Road 
Bridge to the con� uence with the Gallatin River

·         Gallatin River: Con� uence with the 
Madison River at � ree Forks to Sheds Bridge 
near Four Corners

·         Madison River: Ennis Dam to the 
mouth

·         Ruby River: Duncan District Road to 
the con� uence with the Beaverhead River

Additional restrictions are possible on other 
stretches of these or other Southwest Montana 
rivers in the coming weeks. 

Closures on Southwest Montana rivers

S�������� �� A����� J����
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

Due to the high level of � re 
danger, Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks’ properties in Madi-
son County are under stage 
one � re restrictions e¢ ective 
Monday, Aug. 1. � e restric-

tions apply speci� cally to FWP 
� shing access sites, wildlife 
management areas and state 
parks.

In those areas mentioned 
above, the following acts are 
prohibited until further notice:

1. Building maintaining, 
attending or using a � re or 

camp� re. (Note exemptions 
below)

2. Smoking, except within 
an enclosed vehicle or build-
ing, a developed recreation site 
or while stopped in an area at 
least 3 feet in diameter that is 
barren or cleared of all � am-
mable materials.

Exemptions:
1. Persons with a written 

permit that speci� cally autho-
rizes the otherwise prohibited 
act.

2. Persons using a device fu-
eled solely by liquid petroleum 
or LPG fuels that can be turned 
on and o¢ .

3. Persons conducting 
activities in those designated 
areas where the activity is spe-
ci� cally authorized by written 
posted notice.

4. Any federal, state or 
local o  ̈ cer, or member of an 
organized rescue or � re� ghting 
force in the performance of an 

o  ̈ cial duty.
5. All land within a city 

boundary is exempted.
Individuals may be � ned 

up to $5,000 or imprisoned up 
to six months for violating the 
noted � re restrictions.

FIRE RESTRICTIONS
FWP places ban on all fi shing access sites in Madison County



Upgrade your Internet speed and save 
up to $20/month for one year! 

1.800.796.4567  •  3rivers.netMust have 3 Rivers local telephone service to receive promotional pricing.  
Activation fee applies for new Internet customers. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. 

Not available in all areas. Call for qualification.

What Does Your Home Internet Use Look Like?
You’re in your home office trying to catch up on work and your Internet connection seems a little 
slow. What’s going on in the rest of the house may surprise you—and is probably the reason why that 
file you’re downloading from the “cloud” seems to be taking so long. Let’s take a look:

Multiple devices in your home are all sharing the same Internet connection. 
The number of devices and what they’re being used for slows down the speed.

Get a bigger pipe. Upgrade your speed today. 

For more info on Home Wi-Fi use, visit 3rivers.net/support/internet/home-wi-fi-basics

High quality graphics
 & sound 

Security, thermostat, 
lights 

Uploading photos
 & video

 

Social Media

Streaming Music

Online Gaming

 

Office

Streaming HD movies

Smart Home

Downloading
from “cloud”

Living Room

Bathroom

Kitchen

Bedroom

Bedroom

Current Internet “pipe” from 3 Rivers

Available Internet speed upgrade
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� ere’s Melinda?

406.596.4288  |  MELINDA.MERRILL@BHHSMT.COM

s Melinda

An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affi liates, LLC. Berkshire Ha-
thaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Melinda Merrill, Broker

Looking for an investment?  Multi-family or commercial rental properties can be a great way to increase 
your income both now and in later years so that you can retire.  We have several right now that may fi t your 
budget:

     FIVE PLEX  -  fi ve apartments (four on the   
     ground fl oor and one up), two of which are    

 handicap accessible with garages - Great   
 occupancy history! $459,000

 DUPLEX + REMODELED SINGLE FAMILY HOME  
 - Newer and fully landscaped.  Long term   
 tenants in place!  $349,000

 COMMERCIAL Rental with four tenants in a   
 very visible location on Main Street  -    
 $260,000

 COMMERCIAL Rental with two tenants with   
 great potential to add additional rental   
 units. $295,000

       Let these rentals work for you as you go fishing 
because.....   Montana is about YOUR lifestyle.

BOB’S 
BIG STORAGE

63 Prairie Way
Ennis, Mt.

 

Boats,  RV’s, ATV’s, 
Warehouse, etc.

925-1362Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Tim Elser, owner/operator, has 
many years experience in the 
masonry industry and serves 

all of SW Montana.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Exterior patios & water 
features, fireplace design 
& construction, stoned 
faced buildings & retaining 
walls, interior stone floors 
& more. Call us today at 406-491-7939 

www.coppermountainmasonry.com

Old style, histOric jack fence made the way 
the Old timers did. jacks handmade. the Best 

hOrse fence. Very easy On wildlife. 

581-3424  •  lpjohn@3rivers.net • lodgepolejohn.com
Acrylic paintings also available on my website.

THE GATHERING
S�������� �� D��� M�����

Twin Bridges Veterans

On June 25 in Twin Bridges an annual 
event occurred, the gathering. Important 
individuals came from all over the Ruby 
Valley to help bring joy to our local young 
people. � e Women For Veterans Auxiliary 
arrived with a potluck meal, which they 
prepared under the new covered area also 
known as the ‘hen house.’ � ere were many 
important topics discussed – cluck cluck – 
under the covered area – cluck cluck. All 
the ladies strutted around with pride at the 
beautiful meal they provided for all the little 
chicks.  

Also, our local veterans ‘Stain’ Red� eld 
and ‘Slug’ Martin prepared a manly meal of 
hamburgers and hotdogs. � is took super 
human feats of ingenuity due to all the food 
safety and over all preparedness needed. 
� ey looked more like snowmen in June or 
biohazard soldiers than veterans at a barbe-
cue. � e gathering turned out to be another 
successful community event because of all 
these brave and patriotic individuals and the 
leadership of ‘Germ’ Red� eld. All kidding 
aside, it was a great day.

Larry Zabel 
art at MVMC

S�������� �� A�� T������
Madison Valley Medical Center

� e Zabel Family Trust has designated Madison Valley Medi-
cal Center to hang until 2019, 31 framed prints done by Larry Za-
bel. � ey were recently hung in the patient rooms and the hospital 
corridor for patient enjoyment by art coordinator, Donna Evans.

Zabel had a long and proli� c career as a western artist who 
specializes in paintings of today’s Montana ranch life, Native 
Americans of the Northern Rockies and historical events of the 
old west. He was widely known for his generosity. He gave of his 
time, his art and always his welcome presence. He created paint-
ings for the fund raising functions of many charitable groups 
including MVMC, the Madison Valley Ranchlands Group and the 
Naval Weapons Center Museum. � e legacy he leaves behind will 
remain as a record of the beauty, joy and goodness of a region and 
a way of life that most people will never experience � rsthand. It 
was his hope and mission to preserve and share the great joy of 
the western experience no matter where he found it.

Dottie Fossel, chairman of the board of trustees, recalls how 
Zabel and his daughter Becca, then MVMC foundation director, 
hung his large painting that is enjoyed as people enter the lobby, 
entitled, Fly Fishing the Madison.  

John Bishop, CEO said, “So many community organizations 
have bene� ted from Zabel’s generosity for many years. He even 
painted while he was a patient in our medical center.”

Get 
Results.

advertise in The Madisonian 406-682-7755 Art will hang until 2019
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ERA Landmark
ARROW REAL ESTATE

406-682-4290
ERALandmark.com

Offices in Bozeman, Big Sky, Livingston & Ennis

CABINS TO CASTLES

Custom 2,000 SF home with 3 BR, 2 BA + den & 
family room, 2-car attached garage + 2-car detached 
garage, all on 8.8 acre property just 5 miles from 
Ennis.  Family room, 2 BR & ¾ bath are above the 
garage, separate from the main house. 104 Old 
Virginia City Highway.  $299,500.  MLS #209502 

PRIVACY & VIEWS

Custom 3,240 SF home with 4 BR, 3 BA & 2 kitchens.  
(Separate apt. on lower level has 1BR/1BA & kitchen.) 
Main floor has large great room with FP and deck with 
spectacular views.  On 20 acres near Cliff & Wade 
Lakes with access to the Madison River. 76 Madison 
Trail, Cameron.  $449,000.  MLS # 211234

GREAT VACATION HOME

High quality, 3,000+ SF with 3 BR, 2.5 BA + office + sitting room, chef’s kitchen, wood-burning FP in great room 
and on deck. Has mature landscaping, a 28’ x 50’ garage and fenced orchard. Beautiful setting on 5+ acres 
with spectacular views and privacy, bordering an 1,800 acre wildlife preserve.  38 Cottonwood Lane, Ennis.  
$895,000.  MLS #199572 

Premier 160 Acres, bordering 66 Ranch, just 3 miles S of Ennis.  Perimeter fenced, well, 8 Mile Creek, with 
66 Ranch road and pond rights.  Protected by a Conservation Easement with the Montana Land Reliance that 
allows for one 10-acre building site, with one single-family residence.  The largest parcel available, close to 
town.  A very special property.  $925,000.  MLS 208016

THE BEST VIEW IN THE VALLEY

CUSTOM LOG HOME IN JEFFERS

Pie in the Face!Pie in the Face!Pie in the Face!P
True Value Hardware is sponsoring a PIE 

Throwing Contest at their tent sale 
August 6, 2016 TO benefit THE 

Madison Valley Medical Center.

Schedule:
10 - 10:30 a.m. – Larry Pine

Ennis Mayor

10:30 - 11 a.m. – Beth Severeid
First Madison Valley Bank

11 - 11:30 a.m. – Betty Klein
Ennis Schools

11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. – John Way
Tackle Shop

12 - 12:30 p.m. – Open to public

12:30 - 1 p.m. – Kyle Boling
Ennis Schools

1:00 - 1:30 p.m. - Bill Mercer
ReMax

1:30 - 2 p.m. – Melinda Merrill
Berkshire Hathaway

2 - 2:30 p.m. – Open to public

2:30 – 3 p.m. – Ginger Martello
Ennis Schools

10 am to 3 pm

 is sponsoring a PIE 
Throwing Contest at their tent sale 

Event benefits:

Buzz from the schools

ENNIS SCHOOLS
This is the introduction of a new column, “Buzz from the schools.” In each edi-
tion of the paper, the superintendent from one of Madison County’s schools – 
Alder, Ennis, Harrison, Sheridan and Twin Bridges – will keep us up-to-date on 

school activities. Casey Klasna from Ennis is starting us off !
Hello, Madison County!

I’d like to take the time to introduce myself. My name is Casey 
Klasna and I am the new superintendent in Ennis. My wife and I, 
along with our three daughters, are excited to be part of Madison 
County and the Ennis School District. We are native of Montana 
and I was born and raised north of Lambert on a farm/ranch op-
eration. Recently, we moved from the Terry community where we 
made our home the last 11 years.

With any public position, it is important and critical that there 
be transparency so that the stakeholders are informed of the 
happenings of a school. I also have a link on the Ennis Schools 
website called “Scoop from the Supt.” that will keep stakeholders 
informed. My goal is to keep everyone informed and be accessible. 

My position started July 5 and it has been a smooth transition. 
Our school is gearing up for a successful and exciting school year. 
� e facilities are looking good and the summer sta�  has been 
working hard.   

One very exciting addition we will have at Ennis Schools is a 

major shi�  in technology. It is an exciting time 
for our students, sta�  and families. As we know, 
society relies on technology. Technology is en-
twined in basically every part of our lives. With 
the 21st century society, it is important to keep 
up on technology and to train sta�  and students 
to e� ectively use it.  

It was decided that the school go to a one to 
one device for our high school students. iPads 
that were at the high school will now be added 
to the elementary building for their use. � e tech 
committee decided that the best device for our 
high school students would be the WinBook as 
it can have Microso�  O�  ce installed on it. Of 
course, these devices are for educational purposes and the school 
has speci� c procedures and policies that students and parents will 
need to know and agree to prior to a device being issued.

� e goal is for students and sta�  to use the technology in a dig-
ital classroom setting. Of course, Ennis Schools will be progressive 

in training sta�  and students throughout the year to maximize the 
investment.

Casey Klasna
Ennis School Superintendent 
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MONTANA HERITAGE COMMISSION   1.406.843.5247   WWW.VIRGINIACITYMT.COM
WWW.ALDERGULCHACCOMMODATIONS.COM     1.800.829.2969 x5

today!

come and
STAY & PLAYSTAY & PLAY

to those who have 

spent th
e night at th

e 

Fairweather Inn or

Nevada City Hotel
$149

Available from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend

includes
- one night  / one room at the 
 Fairweather Inn or Nevada City Hotel
– unlimited rides on the train

- gold panning at the River of Gold
- entry to Nevada City Open Air Museum
- discounts at participating businesses

-reservations required

Offer valid 
Monday-Thursday 

of each week

or

Alder Gulch 
Short Line Railroad

Train Ride

Gold Panning
at the 

River of Gold

Nevada City
 Open Air Museum

~ unlimited rides on the train ~
~ gold panning at the River of Gold ~

~ entry to Nevada City Open Air Museum ~
~ discounts at participating businesses ~

$99

for Madison County 

Residents, Military, 

State Employees 

& those who have stayed 

the night at a Montana Hotel 

(receipt required)

$79

FAMILY OR GROUP
DAY PASS

Good for 2 days for families of 5
Purchase at Virginia City Depot or 

Nevada City Open Air Museum

Come Visit 

WHERE MONTANA’S 
HISTORY LIVES!

DOWNLOAD OUR

VIRGINIA CITY APP

FO
R SMARTPHONES!FO
R

ONES

MONTANA 
HERITAGE 
COMMISSION
Like us on 

Facebook and receive 
1 free train ride!!
(one free ride per family or 
group of  5)

today!

H I S T O R I C

Virginia City 
& Nevada City

Alder Gulch Summit Tours
Presented by Nelson Studios LLC

Call for more information or to book a ride!  406-546-9787
www.nelsonoffroad.com

Enjoy a 90+ minute ride through the heart of Montana’s gold country.  
Learn the fascinating history behind the single largest gold strike 
in the Nation’s history.
  
Enjoy live historical interpretation as you see 
the wonders of Alder Gulch aboard Colossus, 
the largest o   road tour truck in Montana.

tours departing hourly
June-August every day

Plus our Varied, Vigorous, Vagary of Vivacious vaudeville variety acts!

T
ic
k
e
t
s Adult $20

College.Seniors.Military $17
Children 17 & under $10

Group discounts available

show
time

Tu, W & Th 4pm
Fri & Sat 7pm
Sat & Sun 2pm

a melodrama playa melodrama play

·

2016 events 
MAY 28 
Spring Horseback Poker Ride 
800.829.2969 x1
Summer Kick-Off Parade   
800.829.2969 x1
Nevada City Museum opens  
406.843.5247
VC Players : Opening Night  
800.829.2969 x2

JUNE
·June 5  
Gears for Beers   
406.843.5700
·June 10-12  
Irish Weekend   
800.829.2969 x1
·June 17-19  
Grand Victorian Ball events  
406.660.1453
·June 18-19  
Brothel Days    
406.843.5700

JULY
·July 4  
Firework Display at dusk   
800.829.2969 x1
·July 15-16  
Dog & Grog - MT Microbrew Fest 
406.843.5700
·July 22-24  
Bzn Trail Chuck Wagon Cookoff  
406.660.1453
·July 25  
Christmas in July at Opera House  
800.829.2969 x2

Virginia City &
Nevada City
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Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

VIRGINIA CITY ELKS 
LODGE #390

Available for hosting parties
2 Bar facilities, kitchen,  2 

dining rooms, and dance fl oor
Elevator to the Second Floor 

Call to schedule your event or party
Lodge # 843-5464

Club Manager, Diana Bunitsky  843-5432

Continental Construction is currently
looking for Frame & Trim Carpenters,

Tile Installers, Masons, Cabinet  Builders.
Full benefit package

EOE/DFW

Email: sw060608@gmail.com
or Fax 406-624-0684

Don’t get caught 
high and dry ...

Get your 
water system 

checked NOW!

Locally owned and operated • 20 years experience

• Water  System Analysis
• Well Inspections

• Constant Pressure & 
Conventional Systems

• System Design 
• 24/7 Emergency Services

Madison Valley Roofing
Tom Savage, Owner

Roofing Year Round!

Fully insured
FREE Estimates 

Call 641-0059 or 682-7523

MADISON SQUARE 
ATHLETIC CLUB

END OF SUMMER 
BLOWOUT

FIVE TANS WITH A NEW MEMBERSHIP

5 Sunrise Loop  406.682.4560

MANOR NEWS

S�������� �� M����� C����
Madison Valley Manor

Residents of Madison Valley Manor loaded up and went to 
Butte to tour Berkeley Pit in Butte. � ey learned the history of the 
pit. � en they loaded up and went lunch at a pizza place, where 
they enjoyed everything down to the ice cream. 

Pictured are Karen K., Butch N., Grace K., Linda M., Kaycee 
Hanson, Melody Clark, Oakley Clark and Rozelyn Bohrman.
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BHHSMT.COM
ENNIS: 406.682.5002 | SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650 | TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686

© 2015 BHH Affi liates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affi liates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Melinda
Merrill

Broker
596-4288

33 SHEEP CREEK RD., ENNIS
$1,450,000 |  #215215 |  ACREAGE

Majestic custom 3bd/3ba log home w/40’x40’ shop on 60± acres tucked 
under the Madison Mountains at the southern end of the Valley. Expansive 
windows bring the massive mountain views into the home as you enjoy the 
river rock fireplace, large open floor plan, wrap around decks, & more.

Well established commercial building with Main Street frontage. This 6066 sf 
building is separated into two commercial spaces. The upper space could be 
commercial space or converted to a sizable apartment. Includes large outdoor 
storage shed.

Sara
Johnson
MANAGING BROKER

570-4249
119 E MAIN, ENNIS

$595,000  |  #198378  | COMMERCIAL

TBD HUGHES STREET, VIRGINIA CITY
$88,000 | #199988 | FOR SALE

Rock outcroppings, trees, outstanding views and great building spots are 
just a few features of this wonderful 20± acre lot located just 5 minutes from 
Downtown Ennis. Enjoy miles of Madison Range and Madison Valley views. A 
property with character in a fantastic location that is rarely available.

Tanya
Matson

SALES PROFESSIONAL
580-6987

TBD L&M RANCH RD, ENNIS
$175,000  |  #215410  | ACREAGE

Rikki
Dilschneider

BROKER
581-5155

Custom built 3 bedroom and 2 bath home offers an open floor plan with 
large kitchen and island, oak cabinetry, mature landscaping, covered 
porches, RV spot, Madison Range views. Walking distance to Downtown 
Ennis and all local amenities.

841 MADISON AVE, ENNIS 
$279,000  | #213230 | INTOWN

Kay
Colwell

BROKER
596-1077TBD CENTENNIAL DRIVE, SHERIDAN

$25,000 | #214422 | NEW LISTING

Building Lot within the town of Sheridan, not far from
Schools, swimming pool & hospital, no mobile homes
allowed, but modular ok, gas & electric to the lot, buyer 
is responsible to hook up to city water and sewer.

Full block in Historic Virginia City, consists of 12 lots w/ great building 
sites, located on the southeast hills, near many recreational opportunities, 
4-wheel, ski, snowmobile or bike to your door, utilities are buyer’s 
responsibility.

Annie
Jorgensen
SALES PROFESSIONAL

570-5663

Lodging & Dining  SPECIALS

SACAJAWEA SONGWRITER’S FESTIVAL 
SEPT. 9TH & 10TH 

{ Visit our new website for details!  }   

5 North Main St reet   |   Three Forks, Montana 
4 0 6 . 2 8 5 . 6 5 1 5   |  w w w.sacajawea hotel .com

the perfect  
getaway in 
the heart  
of montana

Every Wednesday enjoy a 10oz. herb crusted prime rib, 
bacon wrapped baked potato, vegetable and au jus.  

Only  
$2295

PRIME RIB WEDNESDAY
Treat yourself to one of our Sacajawea or John Colter Rooms 
and two 18 hole rounds of golf, cart rental, club rentals and a 

bucket of range balls at the Headwaters Golf Course! 

STAY & PLAY PACKAGE

Only  
$16000

Wrangled Canvas Painting Class

Join us for a “just for fun” paint class.
No need to know how to paint!

    
August 9th  Tuesday 5-8 p.m.   

$35.00 per person. Contact Cathy @ 406-490-1453

All supplies provided!
Light snacks with Coffee, water and a little wine. 

Limited seating call NOW !!!!                                                          

madison county sheriff’s dispatch log
July 17, 2016 – July 30, 2016

7/17
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 100 Blk W Fagin St Ennis
Tra�  c Complaint on MT 

Hwy 84 MM 9 Norris
Accident at MT Hwy 287 

MM 20 Alder
Suspicious Circumstances at 

MT Hwy 287 MM 21
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 4900 Blk US Hwy 287 Ennis
Animal Complaint in 4900 

Blk US Hwy 287 Ennis
Accident at MT Hwy 84 

MM 8 Norris
Burglary in 300 Blk N Ennis 

Lake Rd McAllister
Welfare Check in 2200 Blk 

MT Hwy 287 Alder

7/18
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 100 Blk S Main St Sheridan
Medical Aid in 4700 Blk US 

Hwy 287 Ennis
Animal Complaint in 200 

Blk Mill Creek Rd
Animal Complaint in 400 

Blk Shining Mountains Loop 
Rd Ennis

Suspicious Circumstances 
in 400 Blk W Hugel St Ennis

Animal Complaint on Alder 
Gulch Rd Virginia City

7/19
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 800 Blk Mirza Way Ennis
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 200 Blk E Wallace St Vir-
ginia City

Suspicious Circumstances 
in 200 Blk W 6th Ave Twin 
Bridges

Wildlife Call in 300 Blk Jef-
fers Rd Ennis

Medical Aid in 600 Blk 
Madison Ave Ennis

Animal Complaint in 600 
Blk Nicole Way Ennis

Tra�  c Complaint in 100 Blk 
Madison St Sheridan

Suspicious Circumstances 
in 100 Blk N Main St Sheridan

Criminal Mischief in 100 
Blk E Main St Ennis

Citizen Assist in 300 Blk N 
George St Twin Bridges

Tra�  c Complaint at MT 
Hwy 41 MM 35 Twin Bridges

Drug Violation in 100 Blk N 
Main St Sheridan

Tra�  c Complaint in 200 Blk 
E Wallace St Virginia City

Drug Violation on N Ennis 
Lake Rd McAllister

7/20
Fire Call on Neely Ln N 

Cameron
Animal Complaint at US 

Hwy 287 MM 59 McAllister
Medical Aid on Patrick Ln 

Sheridan
Accident in 100 Blk W Wal-

lace St Virginia City
Tra�  c Complaint on US 

Hwy 287 MM 38 Cameron
Medical Aid in 200 Blk E 

Armitage St Ennis
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 4400 Blk MT Hwy 41 Twin 
Bridges

Animal Complaint at Com-
ley Way & Beaverhead St Ennis

Wildlife Call on N Ennis 
Lake Rd McAllister

7/21
Medical Aid on Tobacco 

Root Dr Ennis
Alarm in 5000 Blk US Hwy 

287 Ennis
Diesel Spill in 100 Blk W 

Main St Ennis
Animal Complaint on Front 

St Alder
Medical Aid in 100 Blk N 

Main St Twin Bridges
Medical Aid in 100 Blk 

Washington St Sheridan
� e�  in 200 Blk N Main St 

Twin Bridges
� reats in 100 Blk N Main 

St Sheridan
Privacy in Communica-

tions on Wisconsin Creek Rd 
Sheridan

Wildlife Call on MT Hwy 
287 MM 28 Sheridan

Suspicious Circumstances 
on Fairgrounds Loop Rd Twin 
Bridges

Disturbance in 400 Blk W 
Hugel St Ennis

7/22
Animal Complaint on MT 

Hwy 287 MM 30 Sheridan
Accident on MT Hwy 84 

MM 9 Norris
Public Safety MT Hwy 287 

MM 6 Ennis
� reats in 100 Blk Antler 

Trail Ennis
Fire Call on Bear Gulch Rd 

Twin Bridges
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 100 Blk Golf Course Dr 
Ennis

Accident on MT Hwy 84 
MM 10 Norris

7/23
Fire Call on Boiler Springs 

Trl Ennis
Suspicious Circumstances 

at MT Hwy 41 & MT Hwy 287 
Twin Bridges

� e�  in 300 Blk W Main St 
Twin Bridges

Accident on MT Hwy 84 
MM 2 Norris

Accident at US Hwy 287 & 
Tolman Creek Rd Ennis

Welfare Check on Sundust 
Ln Twin Bridges

Tra�  c Complaint on N 
Meadow Creek Rd McAllister

Animal Complaint in 300 
Blk W Wallace St Virginia City

Welfare Check in 100 Blk w 
4th Ave Twin Bridges

Animal Complaint in 300 
Blk W Wallace St Virginia City

Tra�  c Complaint on US 
Hwy 287 MM40 Cameron

Medical Aid in 300 Blk S 
Madison St Sheridan

Fire Call in 100 Blk E Doug-
las St Virginia City

Weapons Violation in 100 
Blk W Main St Ennis

Domestic Disturbance in 
100 Blk Sheep Creek Rd Ennis

� e Madison County Sher-
i
 ’s O
  ce responded to 97 calls 

for service from July 17 – July 
23, 2016.

7/24
Fire call on Norwegian 

Creek Rd Harrison
Tra�  c Complaint at Warm 

Springs Boat Launch Norris
Citizen Assist in 100 Blk 

Ennis Lake Rd Ennis
Coroner Call in Twin 

Bridges

7/25
Citizen Assist on Tendoy 

Way Ennis
Civil Standby in 200 Blk S 

Boulder Rd Cardwell
Public Safety Complaint 

on MT Hwy 41 MM 16 Twin 
Bridges

Suspicious Circumstances 
in Pony

Suspicious Circumstances 
on S Meadow Creek Rd McAl-
lister

Accident in 100 Blk W 
Main St Ennis

Burglary in 200 Blk Tobe 
Rd Ennis

Fraud Complaint in 100 Blk 
W Main St Ennis

Alarm in 200 Blk E Crofoot 
St Sheridan

Welfare Check in 800 Blk 
Middle Rd Twin Bridges

Alarm on Jordan Ln McAl-
lister

Fire call in Twin Bridges

7/26
Citizen Assist on Bayers Ln 

Twin Bridges
Accident at Armitage St & 

Comley St Ennis
Animal Complaint in 100 

Blk N Bridge St Twin Bridges
Public Safety Complaint on 

US Hwy 287 by Lyons Bridge 
Cameron

Fire call North of Ennis 
Rodeo Grounds Ennis

Suspicious Circumstances 
in 300 Blk Main St Ennis

Medical Aid on Wisconsin 
Creek Rd Sheridan

Fireworks Complaint on 
Hardy Circle Ennis

Medical Aid at W Ennis St 
& MT Hwy 287 Ennis

Medical Aid in 700 Blk 
Madison Ave Ennis

Accident on MT Hwy 41 N 

MM 49 Twin Bridges
7/27

Medical Aid in 100 Blk S 
Main St Twin Bridges

Dog Complaint in 300 Blk 
Boundary St Sheridan

Civil Standby on Depot Rd 
Ennis

Citizen Assist in 200 Blk E 
Crofoot St Sheridan

Welfare Check in 400 Blk W 
Hugel St Ennis

Vandalism/Criminal Mis-
chief on MT Hwy 287 Ennis

7/28
Medical Aid in 100 Blk Dyk 

Rd Harrison
Medical Aid at Haypress Rd 

& Boiler Springs Rd Ennis
Tra�  c Complaint on MT 

Hwy 41 MM 14 Twin Bridges
Accident outside of Twin 

Bridges
Abandoned Vehicle in 100 

Blk Main St Harrison

7/29
Tra�  c Stop on MT Hwy 287 

MM 1 Ennis
Tra�  c Complaint on US 

Hwy 287 MM 59 McAllister
Citizen Assist on Ennis 

Lake Rd McAllister
� e�  on MT Hwy 84 MM 9 

Norris
Accident on Harrison Lake 

Rd Harrison
Suspicious Circumstances 

on Varney Rd Ennis
Tra�  c Complaint on MT 

Hwy 41 N Twin Bridges

7/30
Alarm in 300 Blk US Hwy 

287 N Cameron
Medical Aid on Main St 

Sheridan
Abandoned Vehicle on MT 

Hwy 287 MM 15 Nevada City
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 100 Blk W Main St Ennis
Medical Aid in 300 Blk 

Boundary St Sheridan
Disturbance at US Hwy 287 

and MT Hwy 84 Norris
Suspicious Circumstances 

in 200 Blk Madison Ave Ennis
Suspicious Circumstances 

on Judy Lane Alder

� e Madison County Sher-
i
 ’s O
  ce responded to 87 calls 
for service from July 24 – July 
30, 2016.
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MADISON County
 weather

Partly cloudy. High 83, low 49. 0 
percent chance of precipitation.

Thursday

Fr iday

Sunny. High 85, low 49. 0 percent 
chance of precipitation.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Quote  of the 
Week:

� nston
Churchill

Partly cloudy. High 85, low 51. 20 
percent chance of precipitation.

Mostly sunny. High 82, low 49. 20 
percent chance of precipitation.

Mostly sunny. High 81, low 46. 20 
percent chance of precipitation.

“I am always 
ready to learn 
although I do 

not always like 
being taught.”

McAllister Inn
Steakhouse and Bar

5566 Hwy 287 N  •  Lunch and Dinner
For reservations - 406-682-5000

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Montana Fine Dining, Steaks, 
Seafoodand Nightly Specials.

(406)684-5831

M  untain View
Veterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iewiewiew
Veterinary

SPONSORED BY:

 

 Sylann Smith is now 
taking clients in need of 

care at their home

$20-$25/hr
In or out of town • 223-8477

Get Results.
sales@
madisoniannews.com

PESTICIDE APPLICATION SERVICES
Providing quality weed spraying for Beaverhead and Madison Counties.

Ca l l ,  emai l  or  go on l ine for a quote.
Jonathon Ashcraft 406-596-3475

   terranovamt@outlook.com  www.terranovamt.com

Steer In 
Trailer Sales

Located at I-90 and Highway 287
29 Bronco Drive, Three Forks, MT 59752

New & Used • Stock & Horse Trailers
Flatbeds |  Mats  |  Cargo Trailers

matt@steerin.com
406-285-4300 | Toll free: 877-335-5372

Little Nena’s Cleaning Service
Residential/Commercial

Contract/Hourly

References

406-682-3195 • 406-548-8687

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

Reservations Highly Recommended

The Old Hotel is Open for 
2015 SUMMER 

SEASON!
Dinner

Tuesday thru Saturday 
5pm to 9pm

Brunch
Saturday 8am to 1pm
Sunday 9am to 2pm

Friday, August 12th 1-6 pm
Saturday, August 13th 10am-5pm

Beautiful Quilts
Featured Quilter
Vendors
Special Exhibits
Quilt Raffle
Door Prizes
Mercantile

First public showing of the 
“River of Quilts”

Featuring the Madison River
Sponsored by: Madison Valley Woman’s Club

Ennis Physical ThEraPy
Individualized patient focused care.

PO BOX 921  •  110 South First Street

PH: 406-682-3112
FAX: 682-3132

OldEsT hEalThcarE PracTicE in ThE MadisOn VallEy  
Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATC LAT

JULIAN
Just wanted to let you know I got 
adopted to a wonderful family. 
I’m happy and content, living the 
good life in Madison County.  
When I came in I was so scared 
they thought I was a feral. But 
a� er a little bit of time, I settled 
down and did nose bumps and 
then let her pet me.  When I 
tamed down and let her brush 
me, she knew I’d probably been 
abandoned.  I can’t tell them why, 
but I sure have let my new family 
know how much I appreciate 
and love them.  Sing and love on 
them all the time.  Please help out 
my friends.  You can call Misty 
at 439-1405 about them and give 
them a loving home like I have.  
� anks, Julian

S�������� �� S�������� �� L�� R������
Madison Valley History Association

As I stood, one recent Saturday morn-
ing, at the con� uence of Warm Spring 
Creek and Pony Creek with the ruined 
buildings of a lost past around me – low 
rambling, hewn log ruins and the one 
massive but crumbling stone shell of a 
structure – and I wondered why anyone 
would ever leave this place. It was quiet 
and peaceful here in this little coulee about 
4 miles west of present day Norris. And 
to the west, framed by the canyon walls of 

Hot Spring Creek rises the symmetrical 
Ward Peak. I could imagine that people 
who put these buildings here and lived 
here did so for the therapeutic value of 
the view. � is place seemed perfect for a 
mid-nineteenth century retreat from the 
hustle-bustle of the Madison Valley mining 
camps. But, as I well knew, my imagination 
was wrong. 

I happened to be in this peaceful little 
valley, with about 50 other Madison Valley 
residents on a � eld trip with the Madison 
Valley History Association, to learn more 
about the story of how these building came 
to be here and how they fell into ruin. Our 
guide was Tim Jackson, great grandson of 
Peter V. Jackson, who in the 1860s was the 
bookkeeper for the Midas Mining Com-
pany that built and administered these 
buildings. We also heard from Larry Love, 
who provided additional details from “� e 
Mechanics of Optimism,” a history by 
Godfrey J. Sta� ord. 

� e ruined buildings we stood among 
are all that is le�  of a community, which 
included the nearby vanished town of 
Sterling. For a few years in the late 1860s 
and early 70s, the two towns of this com-
munity were home to people intent on one 

thing: gold and the � nding, extraction, and 
processing of it. 

� e buildings we saw were part of a 
company town called Midasville, built 
by H.A. Ward, superintendent of opera-
tions for the the Midas Mining Company. 
(Could there be a more optimistic name 
than “Midasville,” for a place where rock 
would be turned into gold?) � e town was 
built as a self-contained company town 
(with the quarters, store, stable, shops, 
etc.) because Mr. Ward wanted to keep his 
employees handy for work at the new mill 
and away from nearby Sterling and its sa-

loons. Mr. Ward apparently believed 
hangovers were not conducive to 
e£  cient and productive work. 

According to Jackson, no women 
were allowed in Ward’s Midasville 
camp. And when one of the workers 
returned from visiting “the states” 
with a new wife, a home was built 
for them across the creek, because 
a mining camp was no place for a 
woman.

� e village of Sterling, with its 
own nearby mills, was about a quar-
ter mile down Hot Spring Creek to 
the east of Midasville. It developed to 
support the prospectors and miners 
who were working outcrops of quartz 
laden gold in the hills. � e growth 
of the town was encouraged by the 
operations of mining companies 
that were planning mills to compete 
with the Midas Mining Company 
mill. � ese included the Clark and 
Upson Mining Company and the 
New York Mining and Discovery 
Company. According Sta� ord’s book, 
Sterling businesses in 1867 included 
“two boardinghouses, two hotels, 

four mercantiles, � ve saloons, two butcher 
shops and three livery or feed stables.” 
Today, there is little sign to suggest a town 
existed there, except the stone ruins of 
Clark and Upson mill building.

� e villages of Sterling and Midasville 
in 1866 and 1867 had a population of 
about 500, according to Godfrey. But all 
this did not last very long. Most of the resi-
dents had not come to Hot Spring Creek 
for the view. � ey came because there were 
jobs in the mines and mills and because 
mine workers needed services and goods. 
Unfortunately, as Godfrey points out in his 
history, there was a miscalculation of the 
value of gold ores of the region. Samples, 
like most initial 
samples everywhere, 
were taken from 
rock in the top few 
feet of promising 
lodes. Assays regu-
larly indicated great 
potential. To exploit 
this potential, mining 
companies began 
building infrastruc-
ture, including dams, 
roads, ditches, mills, 

mines. Sterling and Midasville boomed. 
However, once the mills began to pro-

cess ore, it became obvious that the surface 
samples did not tell the whole story. � e 
ratio of gold to rock in ore from deeper 
in the mines thinned out and sometimes 
disappeared.  

According to Jackson, the Midasville 
Mill operated just three months; the Ster-
ling mills barely operated at all. Godfrey 
writes that nearby mills on Canadian 
Creek and at Red Blu�  also failed. By the 
mid-1870s, most of the miners had moved 
to the more productive mining areas. 
Helen Reel Jackson, in her story on Ster-
ling and Midasville in Pioneer Trails and 
Trials, reports “In 1875 a � ve-stamp mill 
was moved to Pony and another mill was 
moved to the Rising Sun Mine on Norwe-
gian.” Some gold seekers remained in the 
area, working surface ores, crushing rock 
with small transient mills and using placer 
methods to extract gold. 

According to family legend, Jackson’s 
great grandfather bought this gold from 
the miners. He would save up his treasures 
until he had a sack full, a poke. � en, he 
would make an overnight ride to East 
Helena to bank it, traveling the 82 miles in 
one night. Jackson must have been some 
rider – and that must have been some 
horse. When Tim told the story he seemed 
skeptical but assured us it is engraved in 
family lore.

Although most of Sterling vanished by 
the mid 1870s, Midasville continued to be 
home for a few people. When Ward closed 
down operations of the Midas Mining 
Company, he handed the keys to Peter V. 
Jackson, who stayed on and lived in and 
used the buildings le�  by the Midas Min-
ing Company. Unfortunately, with the dis-
appearance of Sterling, the local residents 
lost their post o£  ce and stage stop. To get 
mail and stage freight, people had to travel 
by horseback or wagon to Red Blu� , about 
10 miles away (Norris did not yet exist). 

� is was quite a ride to get the mail or 
catch a stagecoach. To ensure that a stage 
made the trek from Red Blu�  to some-
place nearer where he lived in Midasville, 
P. Jackson became postmaster and moved 
the Sterling Post O£  ce to his home. As a 
result, the name of the town of Sterling, 
which vanished by 1880, is still on maps, 
while the name of Midasville is forgotten. 

A trip back in time to Sterling, Midasville 

P���� �������� L�� R������
Tim Jackson describes Midasville.
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Leading the way
Longtime Harrison resident to 

lead Pony Days parade

C������ A���
news@madisoniannews.com

P���� �������� H���� 
O�����-M������

Bill Jackson leading 
the herd to summer 

pasture.

P���� �������� H���� O�����-M������
The herd heads through Pony on their 

way to summer pasture.

Bill Jackson has only been to three parades in his lifetime. 
Now, at 91, the parade novice will be leading the charge through 
Pony during the 150th anniversary parade during Pony Days on 
Aug. 6.

“  ey just asked me, I guess,” Jackson said about his rise to 
parade grand marshal. 

  ough he does not know which of his 60 horses he will ride, 
Jackson said he will do whatever he is told.

“I’ve got a nice mare that I’ll probably ride – I’ll just do what-
ever they tell me!” he laughed. “My grandson wants to ride in the 
parade with me too so that’s nice.”

Life on the ranch
Jackson and his dog, Mike, live on a ranch just outside of 

Harrison – o�  cially known as the Pleasant View Ranch LLC, but 
better known as the Jackson Morgan Horse Ranch.

“(  e ranch) got its name because of its pleasant view,” Jackson 
said, pointing toward Hollowtop Mountain. “My grandmother 
named it.”

Jackson is a third generation rancher. His grandparents home-
steaded the area in 1870, and the ranch has been operational ever 
since.

“I was born here,” Jackson said. “Right on this ranch.”
He lived and worked on the ranch up until he le�  for college 

at Montana State University where he earned a degree in animal 
science. 

“I took some time o�  during the war to come home and help 
around the ranch,” Jackson said. “I had the option to go to war or 
to provide food for my country.”

A� er � ve years harvesting for the war, Jackson returned to 
MSU to � nish his degree before making his way back to his � rst 
love – the ranch.

“I just love the whole thing,” he said. “Horses, cattle, irrigating, 
tractor work – anything.”

Ranching and agriculture are Jackson’s life long love and some-
thing he continues to do to this day.

“I’ve never wanted to do anything di� erent,” he said. “Agricul-
ture is the basis of Montana.”

Jackson will turn 92 this October and is still very active on the 
ranch. From trailing cows this past July to working on projects in 
the shop, he likes to keep himself busy.

“I still ride and do chores and o�  ce work,” he said, with Mike 
right by his side. “I’m just enjoying whatever I can still do.”

Pony Days
  e whole family will be in the town for the big celebration on 

Aug. 6 and for Jackson’s debut as grand marshal. Mike, however, 
will have to be “locked up in the pickup.”

“He’s still a pup and he’ll probably get into trouble,” Jackson 
said as he rubbed Mike’s spotted black and white belly. 

Pony Days is celebrated every three years and is put on by the 
Pony Homecoming Club, a group dedicated to keeping the history 

of the tiny mining town alive.
“It just worked out that this year’s Pony Days happened on 

the 150th anniversary,” said Nancy Nellis, an active member of 
the club. “We always try to pick someone (for the grand marshal) 
from the area, and though I don’t know Bill personally, I know he’s 
been around for a long time.” 

Aside from the parade, attendees are treated to a mason’s 
breakfast, ra�  es, a� ernoon barbeque, kids activities and historical 
tour of the Pony museum.

“It’s been stressful trying to get everything together,” said Nel-
lis, “But we’re really looking forward to it and I think it’s going to 
be a lot of fun.

Leading the way
“I’m not sure what to expect,” Jackson laughed. “I’ve never re-

ally been to many parades so I’ll just do what they tell me.”
Although he is unsure of what the responsibility holds, it is 

Jackson’s humble and easy-going nature that makes him a perfect 
grand marshal. 

“It’s an honor to be selected and I’m sure I’ll learn something,” 
Jackson said. “You always learn something from new experiences.” 
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5 tips to make caring for babies, toddlers easier
S�������� �� S����P����

Caring for a baby or tod-
dler is not easy, but today’s 
millennial parents have more 
options to help make the job 
easier.

1. Embrace mealtime messes.
Parents are encouraged to 

embrace the mess at mealtime 
when little ones are trying 
new foods. It can inspire a 
child’s creativity and develop 

their sensory skills, fine mo-
tor skills and hand-eye coor-
dination. 

2. Get high-tech with car 
seat safety.

When installed correctly, 
car seats save lives, yet four 
out of five times seats are not 
installed properly and there is 
not an easy way to check and 
monitor the seat over time – 
until now. There is a new car 
seat that installs itself by auto-

matically leveling and ten-
sioning. It then continuously 
monitors its status during use 
to ensure it is always installed 
correctly and sends alerts to 
your phone if anything needs 
to be adjusted.

3. Kick some rash.
Eighty-two percent of 

millennial parents wish they 
had more tricks up their 
sleeve to prevent diaper rash, 
according to a recent survey. 

Find a product that is free 
from parabens, preservatives, 
phthalates and talc.

4. Carry to connect.
According to experts, there 

are many benefits in carrying 
your baby, from emotional 
development, to advances in 
learning, social abilities and 
IQ. Look for smart carrier 
designs that make multi-task-
ing while holding your baby 
easier.

Energizing breakfasts for weekday mornings
S�������� �� S����P����

Greens for breakfast might sound unconventional, but start-
ing the day with vegetables is a fantastic way to check off some 
of the daily requirements for vitamins and minerals, plus get 
the energy needed to stay full and focused all morning.

If your family is not exactly keen on greens, these 
simple breakfast items can ease everyone into a healthier 
morning routine.

Satisfying smoothie bowls
Smoothie bowls are sweet and satisfying – and meant 

to be eaten with a spoon. Thicker than a typical smoothie, 
these delicious bowls are a mix of fresh and frozen pro-
duce, blended with your choice of superfoods and top-
pings. Include leafy greens such as kale or spinach and 
seeds like chia or hemp for a power-packed breakfast. Add 
avocado for a silky texture, then top with fresh berries, 
nuts or seeds.

Pumped up pancakes
Use a high-powered blender to whip up pancakes with 

a secret ingredient – zucchini. Mix chopped zucchini right 
into the batter and your family will not even notice that 
their favorite breakfast treat has an extra boost of antioxi-
dants and vitamin C. For a less intense green color, peel 
the zucchini before blending into the batter.

Make ahead savory muffins
Muffins can be sweet or savory and are easy to take 

on the go. Create tasty, satiating breakfast muffins with 
a crust made of blended cauliflower, spinach, eggs and 
spices. Mold the crust into the bottom of muffin tins, top 
with an egg and bits of cooked bacon or ham and bake for 
a make ahead breakfast item.

Silky green smoothies
Smoothies are a great grab-and-go breakfast item that 

can be customized to each family member’s tastes. A hand-
ful of fresh greens can increase the nutritional value of 
nearly any smoothie recipe.

Use the natural sweetness of fruit as a camouflage for 
vegetables. Pineapples, oranges and grapes are particularly 
good ingredients to marry with vegetables. Apples can offset 
greens with a slight bite. Experiment to figure out your favorite 
combinations, increasing the amount of greens as your family 
becomes more accustomed to them.

To get started, try this recipe for a basic green smoothie:
Ingredients:
• 1/2 banana, peeled 
• 1 1/2 cups green grapes
• One medium orange, about 5 1/2 ounces, whole, peeled 

but with pith intact

• 1 inch thick slice pineapple with core, peeled
• 1 1/2 cups packed fresh spinach
• 1/8 teaspoon grated lime zest or thin slice of lime with 

peel, about 1 inch diameter
• 2 tablespoons agave nectar
• 1 cup ice cubes
Directions:
• Place ingredients into blender in the order listed and se-

cure lid. Turn machine on and slowly increase speed.
• Blend for 30 seconds, or until desired consistency is 

reached.

Subtly incorporating vegetables into your family’s diet can 
help expand palates and get the day off to a strong start.

HEARTWORM TESTING
S�������� �� S����P����

Your dog is your best 
friend and you take good care 
of him, making sure he gets 
quality food and exercise, im-
munizations and heartworm 
medication. Why, then, does 
your veterinarian also insist 
on a yearly heartworm test?

Chances are, your veteri-
narian is following the advice 
of the American Heartworm 
Society, whose mission it is 
to lead the veterinary profes-
sion and the public in the 
understanding of heartworm 
disease.

 “The AHS recommends 

annual testing for all dogs,” 
explained veterinary para-
sitologist and AHS board 
member Dr. Patricia Payne. 
“Heartworm is a devastating 
disease. It is preventable and 
can be treated in dogs, but 
early detection is essential.”

Unprotected dogs are at risk
Along with testing, the 

AHS recommends year-round 
administration of heartworm 
preventives. Unfortunately, 
said Dr. Payne, far too many 
dogs do not receive this mea-
sure of care.

Almost two-thirds of dogs 
in the United States that are 

seen by veterinarians are 
given no preventives at all, ac-
cording to studies conducted 
by heartworm medication 
manufacturers.

Among those on preven-
tion medication, far too many 
are only given medication 
in spring, summer and fall, 
when the mosquitoes that 
transmit heartworm larvae 
are active. Because weather is 
unpredictable and hardy mos-
quitoes can survive indoors as 
well as outdoors in protected 
areas, so-called “seasonal” us-
age creates ample opportunity 
for animals to unintentionally 
become infected.

Mistakes can happen
Another factor is human – 

and animal – error. 
“Pet owners who give 

heartworm medications year-
round and on time are to be 
commended,” said Dr. Payne. 
“Even so, it is still possible 
for heartworm infection to 
occur.”

The following are three 
scenarios that make heart-
worm testing a necessity for 
all dogs:

• Even the most diligent 
owner can forget a dose 
now and then. “If you have 
medication left when your 

veterinarian reminds you that 
it’s time to purchase more 
preventive, it’s a pretty clear 
sign that you missed a dose or 
two,” said Dr. Payne.

• Not all pills are swal-
lowed, and not all topical 
medications are properly 
applied. If is not absorbed 
completely – a pet may be less 
protected than you think.

• Heartworm resistance 
is rare but real. “Owners can 
rest assured that heartworm 
medications are highly ef-
fective, but a few cases of 
heartworm strains that are 
resistant to common preven-
tives have been documented,” 

explained Dr. Payne, adding 
that the issue is being studied 
by the AHS.

Test annually
The good news for owners 

is that heartworm testing is 
simple and inexpensive. 

“Your veterinarian can eas-
ily conduct this simple blood 
test during a dog’s annual or 
semiannual wellness visit,” as-
sured Dr. Payne. “If your dog 
tests positive, treatment can 
begin. With a negative test 
result, an owner has the peace 
of mind of knowing that his 
or her pet has been protected 
for another year.”

What every dog owner needs to know so man's best friend is healthy and happy
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By Jane Mangold
Associate Professor and Extension Invasive Plant Specialist

Dept. of Land Resources and Environmental Sciences
Montana State University

Miner’s Union Day: Sheridan, 1905, Pt. II
By Charlie Rossiter

History: Dame’s rocket, 
also known as sweet rocket, 
mother-of-the-evening, or 
dame’s violet, is a showy, 
short-lived perennial forb 
native to Eurasia. It was 
introduced to North America 
in 1600 as an ornamental and 
continues to be mistaken as a 
wildflower. Since its introduc-
tion, dame’s rocket has been 
reported in all but eight states 
and Hawaii. Dame’s rocket is 
not a noxious weed in Mon-
tana. However, it is a noxious 

weed in Colorado, Wiscon-
sin, Illinois, Tennessee, New 
Hampshire, Connecticut and 
Massachusetts.

Identification: Dame’s 
rocket forms rosettes during 
its first year of growth. The 
rosette stays green through-
out winter with leaves up to 
6 inches long. During the 
following spring, a 2 – 4 inch 
tall erect flower stem emerges 
from the rosette. Stem leaves 
are 2 – 6 inches long, alter-
nate, lance-shaped and have 

serrated edges and pointed 
ends. The length and width 
of leaves decrease as one 
moves up the stem. Dame’s 
rocket flowers from mid-May 
through June. As a member 
of the Brassicaceae fam-
ily, flowers have four petals 
arranged in a cross pattern. 
Flowers range in color from 
purple to pink to white and 
are very aromatic. As sum-
mer progresses, seedpods 
(siliques) develop that are 2 
– 5 inches long and have faint 
hairs. Seedpods contain many 
dark brown seeds, and pods 
open in late summer to early 
fall. Dame’s rocket is often 
mistaken for phlox, however 
phlox species have five petals 
and opposite leaves.

Habitat: Dame’s rocket 
thrives in habitats that are 
moderately sunny, slightly wet 
to slightly dry and have loamy 
soils. However, it will grow in 
full sun given adequate water. 
Preferred conditions are often 
present in lowland forests, 
damp meadows, open woods, 
forest edges, thickets, shaded 
areas under fence rows and 
ditches.

Spread: Dame’s rocket 
reproduces by seed. Each 
plant can produce hundreds 
of seedpods and each seedpod 
contains hundreds of seeds. 
Seeds remain viable for many 
years, increasing the probabil-
ity that they will germinate 
during preferred conditions. 
Inclusion of this plant in 
“wildflower” seed mixes is 
thought to have contributed 

to its proliferation across 
North America.

Impacts: Dame’s rocket 
does not have any natural 
predators or diseases in North 
America. Consequently, 
given its preferred condi-
tions, it can out-compete 
native species, form dense 
monocultures and decrease 
diversity. Furthermore, dame’s 
rocket is an alternative host 
to multiple viruses that are 
harmful to cruciferous plants 
such as cauliflower, cabbage 
and broccoli. On a positive 
note, leaves and seeds of this 
plant are edible. In particular, 
young leaves are rich in vita-
min C and can be eaten raw 
in salads. Its seed oil is used 
in perfumes.

Management: From a 
prevention standpoint, do not 
use “wildflower” seed mixes 
that contain this plant and 
avoid intentionally spreading 
seeds from existing infesta-
tions. Hand-pulling, burning 
or spraying with herbicides 
are all viable management 
strategies for dame’s rocket. 
Hand-pulling is most effec-
tive on small patches during 
spring or early summer. After 
hand-pulling, dispose of or 
burn the flowers/seedpods to 
prevent seed dispersal. A fo-
liar application of glyphosate 
or triclopyr can be used to 
treat large patches of dame’s 
rocket. Herbicide application 
should be done during early 
spring or late fall to minimize 
harm to other vegetation.

This, Our Valley:
By Reverend Keith Axberg

Dog days of summer
If one cannot be sustained by 

smaller loyalties then will one 
be capable of solidarity with the 
whole of humanity? – Timothy 
Radcli� e, OP

We have reached the dog 
days of summer. I know, be-
cause the dog across the street 
has become more vocal. 

I used to think the dog days 
of summer were named a� er 

the cranky 
attitude dogs 
get when 
the weather 
is hot and 
sultry, but the 
fact is they 
are so named 
because of 

a star – Sirius. 
Sirius is the nose of the dog in 
the constellation Canis Major, 
and in late July or early August 
it rises just before the sun, so 
the Greeks referred to this time 
of year as the dog days of sum-
mer.

Interesting, eh?
But still, I think there is 

some truth to the crankiness of 
dog theory I’ve been hounded 
with all these years. � e weather 
is hot; the sun rises and wakes 
me up earlier than I want to re-
ally get up; the house is hot and 
stu� y when I want to trundle 
o�  to bed, so falling to sleep is a 
tri¡ e more di¢  cult. My temper 
isn’t quite as calm, cool and 
collected as it normally is the 
rest of the year, so the egg shells 
upon which the world must 
walk are more readily found 
underfoot.

And as it turns out, I’m not 
the only one who feels that way.

� e other day my wife 
and I had to run into Butte to 
take care of some business. 
We dropped o�  some parts to 
a copier drum kit I couldn’t 
£ gure how to put together, 
and le�  them to be installed 
by the friendly photocopier 
guru located across from the 
courthouse. While he did his 
incantations and wand-work, 
Barb and I went down to a local 
co� ee house for some tasty tea 
and scones.

When we got back to the 
shop a bit later, Steve (the 
repairman) admitted the reason 
I hadn’t been able to £ gure out 
how to make the parts £ t was 
they had sent me the wrong 
parts to begin with. Ach du 
lieber! But hey, stu�  happens, 
and so that didn’t bother me at 
all. I’d been wanting to take in 
the sights and sounds of beauti-

ful downtown (or is it uptown?) 
Butte for some time anyway.

What got my goat, though, 
was Barb started spinning 
around the shop like a whirling 
dervish and complaining some-
thing was biting her. For the life 
of me, I couldn’t imagine what 
it might be, but I got her to stop 
her twirling for a moment and 
as I pulled back the collar on 
her shirt, out popped a yellow-
jacket about the size of your 
basic, run-of-the-mill, AH-64 
Apache Attack helicopter (fully 
armed). 

Now, I must admit my 
identi£ cation of the varmint 
in question may not be com-
pletely accurate as I smacked 
it down with an astonishingly 
quick lightning slap of my hand, 
simultaneously pulverizing it 
underfoot with every ounce of 
my being. 

Never the less, I knew it 
wasn’t a honeybee, for it had 
stung Barb several times and 
hadn’t lost its stinger. Further-
more, it is the sworn duty of 
honeybees to protect a hive’s 
honey; attacking my honey 
would have been an unthink-
able act of treachery for an Apis 
Apini.

Anyway, I cannot imagine 
why a yellow-jacket, wasp or 
hornet would have attacked the 
love my life unless it was due to 
a crankiness induced by the dog 
days of summer.

We thanked Steve for his ef-
forts, and he promised to order 
the correct part and get it to me 
as quickly as possible. “Copy 
that,” I said, and we got back 
into the car and drove around 
Butte for a few minutes to see if 
the stings would produce an al-
lergic reaction requiring medi-
cal attention. It didn’t, so we 
returned home, leaving Butte 
and the Vespula’s corpse in our 
rearview mirror.

I have come to realize there 
is no such thing as a boring 
day in Montana, unless it is a 
stinger doing the boring. Every 
day brings something new 
and unusual to see, hear, do or 
experience. Sometimes those 
experiences are painful, but 
they are mostly opportunities to 
experience life in its fullness.

God is good in this, our 
sometimes cranky valley – even 
in the dog days of summer – 
and for that, I am “Siriusly” 
thankful. 

Keith Axberg writes on mat-
ters concerning life and faith. 
He can be reached at kfaxberg@
gmail.com. 

Rev. Keith Axberg

The biggest highlight of 
the Montana night sky in 
August is the Perseid Me-
teor shower, the best meteor 
shower of the year. August 

includes planetary highlights 
as well, namely two planetary 
conjunctions and the chance 
to see all five naked eye plan-
ets in the evening sky.

As the month begins, 
Venus, Mercury and Jupiter 
are lined up in the western 
sky. Venus, just escaping from 
the solar glare, may be found 
low in the western sky, where 
it sets a mere 45 minutes after 
sunset. To its upper left is the 
innermost planet Mercury, 
which sets about an hour after 
the sun. Further to the upper 
left of Mercury is the giant 
planet Jupiter, which sets 
about two hours after sunset. 
By midmonth, Mercury be-
comes lost in the solar glare. 
On the other hand, Venus and 
Jupiter make a spectacularly 
close conjunction on Aug. 
27 when these two brightest 
of the planets appear about a 
tenth of a degree apart low in 
the western sky. By that time, 
both Venus and Jupiter set 
almost an hour after the sun.  

Easier to see is the plan-
etary conjunction between 
Mars and Saturn plus a con-

junction between Mars and 
the bright star Antares, the 
brightest star in the constel-
lation Scorpius. As August 
begins, Mars is located in 
the southern sky as darkness 
falls just to the right of the 
constellation Scorpius and 
doesn’t set until almost 1 
a.m. Located above Scorpius 
is the ringed planet Saturn, 
which sets at almost 2 a.m. at 
the beginning of the month. 
During August, Mars races 
across Scorpius as its speeds 
away from Earth. The spec-
tacular conjunctions between 
Mars and Antares and Mars 
and Saturn occur on Aug. 
23 and 24 when Mars passes 
between Saturn and Antares 
and approaches to less than 
two degrees from Antares 
and about four degrees from 
Saturn. By the end of August, 
Mars is speeding away from 
both Saturn and Antares with 
Mars setting about 11:45 p.m. 

and Saturn setting about 10 
minutes later.  

For those who have been 
waiting patiently for an ex-
ceptional meteor shower, the 
real highlight of the Montana 
night sky in August is the Per-
seid Meteor shower, the year’s 
best meteor shower. On top of 
that, 2016 will be a great year 
for observing the Perseids 
with no interference from 
the moon during the prime 
viewing hours, which occur 
on Aug. 12 about 1:15 a.m. 
when the moon sets until the 
sky brightens toward dawn. 
During that time, an ob-
server may see upwards of 60 
Perseids per hour during the 
shower’s peak. For some lucky 
observers who are observing 
from a very dark site and who 
happen to be looking up when 
the shower is at its strongest, 
they may get to see 100 or 
more meteors per hour. To 
observe the meteor shower, 

just go to the darkest site you 
can find, get out your easy 
chair or blanket, look straight 
up in the sky facing generally 
northeast and enjoy! You will 
be looking at left over dust 
from Comet Swift-Tuttle, a 
comet that won’t return to the 
neighborhood of Earth until 
2122.    

As for the moon, the moon 
passes near Jupiter on Aug. 5 
and appears above Mars and 
just to the right of Saturn on 
Aug. 11. The moon appears to 
the left of Saturn the next eve-
ning and is full on Aug. 18. 
The moon appears very close 
to Aldebaran, the bright-
est star in the constellation 
Taurus, in the pre-dawn hours 
of Aug. 25.

* Richard Stouffer is a life 
long amateur astronomer and 
former member of Delaware 
Astronomical Society and Na-
tional Capital Astronomers.

Montana
Night 
Skies

By Richard Stou� er

Here, we pick up where we 
left off last week. 

*     *     *

Sheridan boasted they 
had the first electricity in the 
county (Main Street was il-
luminated by four large, pole 
mounted, electric arc lights) 
and many of the businesses 
on Main Street and a number 
of dwellings in the down town 
area were also wired for elec-
tricity. The power came from 
a hydroelectric plant located 3 
miles east of town in Brandon 
and powered by Mill Creek. 

 Montana winters are long 
and dreary affairs that seem 
to go on forever, so the town 
fathers needed something to 
counter the doldrums of long 
sunless winter days. Mining 
was one of the lifelines of the 
community, so they decided 
to use Miner’s Union Day as 
the bridge needed to transi-
tion from winter to spring. 
Baseball in those days was 
big, almost to the point of 
obsession, and Sheridan had 
a championship team. They 
played larger cities such as 
Belgrade, Butte and Anacon-
da, as well as the surrounding 
communities.            

Sheridan’s fans looked at 
the games as more of a reli-
gion than a sport and would 
travel great distances over the 

terrible dirt roads to catch 
the entertainment. With the 
advent of the celebration, the 
club was looking for a con-
test to be its season opener 
and contacted other towns. 
Almost all the teams had not 
had a chance to fully practice 
this early in the season and 
turned down the invitation. 
Virginia City was the excep-
tion – they eagerly accepted a 
game with the Sheridan team. 
The two team managers met 
and agreed that on the 13 
day of June in 1905, a base-
ball game would be played 
between the Sheridan ball 
team (called the Invincibles) 
and the Virginia City team 
(the Reds) at the Sheridan 
Field at 3 p.m. This was to be 
the coup-de-grace to the day’s 
festivities.

Sheridan started prepar-
ing for the celebration weeks 
prior to the date, planning 
contests and games for adults 
and children alike. All the 
area newspapers advertised 
the hoopla and participants 
and spectators were expected 
from all around Southwest 
Montana. There was to be 
hand steel drilling matches; 
both single jack and double 
jack, one and two man sawing 
contests, horse shoe tour-
naments along with non-
sanctioned horse races and 
teamster’s pulling events, all 

set up just below Main Street 
in a natural amphitheater as 
part of the gala. The local 
merchants and area groups 
would sell concessions of 
food and libations to what 
was hoped to be an overflow 
crowd as everything seemed 
to be in order as the party day 
neared. The day before the 
gala, there were no vacancies 
in the two hotels and many of 
the locals rented rooms out to 
the surplus guests. 

A more perfect setting 
could not have been ordered 
for the celebration of the 
Miner’s Union Day party. 
The sun was shining down 
on Sheridan, making the day 
almost muggy after the previ-
ous night’s rain. Sheridan had 
never looked more radiant 
than it did that morning. 
With handsome homes and 
well-kept lawns, there was 
never a more vibrant shade 
of green than at this pres-
ent time. The streets of the 
hamlet had the appearance 
of a gala day and the busi-
nesses on Main Street were all 
displaying colorful streamers 
and flags as the town readied 
for its pinnacle celebration. 
The morning of the party, a 
lavish parade, by Sheridan’s 
standards anyway, began on 
Mill Street and circled around 
on Main Street, ending where 
it began at the recently built 

bank building. A color guard 
of area veterans, mostly 
members of the Grand Army 
of the Republic post No. 5, 
and post No. 6 of Virginia 
City, opened the procession 
by presenting the stars and 
stripes, (45 stars on old glory 
that year) followed by other 
veterans proudly marching 
at the head of the procession. 
Many Civil War and Spanish 
American War vets marched 
the entire route with patriotic 
pride. The Sheridan Silver 
Cornet Band, traveling on a 
lavishly decorated buckboard 
coach, followed the vets in 
the procession. The band had 
been organized in 1898 under 
the leadership of Professor 
Benjamin H. Jennings, a pro-
fessional musician who’d relo-
cated to Sheridan from Butte, 
where he’d been instrumental 
with several other famous 
bands. Their carriage was 
decorated with patriotic, red, 
white and blue buntings and 
all 14 of the band members 
were wearing their formal, 
midnight blue uniforms and 
Jonny Reb hats. There was a 
carnival atmosphere in town 
that day, with a legion of 
folks cheering and whistling, 
and the fire bell on the Main 
Street tower tolling loudly. 

Check back next week, 
there’s a lot more of this story 
to come.

Dame’s Rocket 
(Hesperis matronalis)
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NOVICH
INSURANCE AGENCY

Twin Bridges  •  Phone 684-5701

For All Your Insurance Needs
Serving The Ruby Valley For Over 40 Years
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comics & Puzzles

Joe Veland   

406.682.3999 
Service Work

New Construction
Remodels

PO Box 987   
Ennis, Mt   59729

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

682-7755

Get the 
Good News! 

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not re� ect the opinion of the sta�  of � e Madisonian.

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Interior/Exterior • Painting/Staining
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Prefinishing of Mill Work

Media Blasting • Chinking

H.F. Hardy
Painting & Decorating

paintdock @3rivers.net 
842-5119 • Sheridan

PPG and Akzo 
Nobel Products 
available at our 

retail store: 
The Paint Dock
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HELP WANTED

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

For RENT

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, private 
location. 1 year lease, $650 per 

month plus security deposit, 
utilities included, non-smoking, 
no dogs. Call Erich Vogeli, Man-

ager at 406-682-5737.
15-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 

A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus security 

deposit, utilities included, non-
smoking, no dogs. Call Erich 
Vogeli, Manager at 406-682-

5737.
15-tfc

FOR RENT: Call Apex Manage-
ment at 682-7112 or 581-0103 for 
long term or vacation rentals in 
Ennis and the Madison Valley.
1-tfc

For Rent:  Large storages - 14x48 
$165/mo., 12x40 $125/mo.  Large 
doors and concrete fl oors.  Boats, 
RV’s, Warehouse.  Available May 
1st. Call Bob 925-1362.
22-tfc-b

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE 

Indoor & Outdoor RV/Boat 
storage, storage units. Ennis, 

682-7442
18-tfc-b

FOR RENT:  Duplex apartments. 
1 Br. W/D, AC. 1 year lease. 
$750/month, utilities included. 
N/S, no dogs. In Ennis. Call 
Erich Vogeli at 406-682-5737. 
Security Deposit.
26-tfc-b

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. Ennis. 
682-7844
30-tfc-b

SERVICES
Offi ce Space for rent. 128/SF unit 

located downtown Ennis in the 
Lone Elk Mall. Common area. 

Utilities included. 
$185 per month. 682-5653

33-tfc-b

The Madison Valley Manor is 
hiring full time and part time    
Certifi ed Nursing Assistants.  

This is a great opportunity to work 
in a personal healthcare setting.

   · Excellent pay
   · Government retirement.

   · Benefi ts including life and 
health insurance. 

   · Relocation bonus. 
   · Tuition reimbursement. 

   · Free training and C.N.A. 
certifi cation available.

If you are interested in a rewarding 
career in healthcare, Madison 

Valley Manor is the place.  
Please contact Christine 

Canterbury, DON at 682-7271 for 
more information.  EOE

 

Looking for a laborer. Wages start 
at $15/hr. Call 682-7103. Ask for 
Eric.
27-tfc-b

Full Time dentist hygienist 
needed to work in Sheridan, MT.
Wages competitive, - DOE, 
profi t sharing, health insurance, 
2 weeks paid vacation.
Contact Dr. Tom Bartoletti, 
842-5400 or email:  mdot56@
hotmail.com
31-2-b

for sale

Get Results.

ads@
madisoniannews.com

GO-PHER-IT DIGGING
Mini-Excavator/ 4x4 Tractor/

blade/bucket/ post auger
: low impact / cross lawns

: only 5 ft wide
: dig for tree planting
: dig deck supports

: trench water / sewer / lines
: blade new driveways

: No Job too small !
Low Cost ! Senior Discount !
Woman owned & Operated

406-842-7737 or 916-600-3018
30-tfc-b

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Spring is the ideal 
removing and pruning time!removing and pruning time!

garage sale

estate sales
Harrison is looking for a head 
and/or assistant head volleyball 
coach for the 2016-17 school 
year.  The position pays $2,569 
for the head coach and $1,798 
for the assistant.  Please contact 
Fred Hofman, Superintendent, 
at 406- 685-3428 or via email at 
fhofman@harrison.k12.mt.us or 
stop on by the school Monday-
Thursday, between 9:00 am-2:00 
pm
35-7-b

Sheridan 1bd 1 ba apartment for 
rent. $400/mo. All appliances in-
cluded. NO pets. Contact Ridgely 
at 596-4495.
31-tfc-b

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Seeking full/part time experi-
enced lawn care and landscaping 
crew members and general labor-
ers. Pay DOE. 640-0601
31-tfc-b

BID wanted

MADISON COUNTY 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

COMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICER

The Madison County 
Sheriff's Offi ce is accepting 
applications for a full-time 
Communications Offi cer 

position.  The salary for this 
position is 14.76 per hour with 

county medical benefi ts.
Duties and responsibilities 

include performing the duties 
of a Communications offi cer 
at the Madison County PSAP 

(Public Safety Answering 
Point) in Virginia City.  The 

position is responsible to 
the public, law enforcement 
and fi rst responders. Must 

have good phone and 
communication skills. Must be 
able to type at least 40 wpm. 

This position requires the 
applicant to be able to obey 
rules, regulations and follow 
instruction from superiors.  

Applicant must show a desire 
to work with the public, show 

self-initiative, demonstrate 
a high degree of integrity, 

maturity and confi dentiality.  
The work week is a minimum 

of 30 hours and includes 
weekends and holidays.  Due to 
the nature of the job, work hour 
fl exibility with ability to work 

any shift (late shift, swing shift 
or day shift) is necessary.

Applicants must be at least 18 
years of age and of good moral 

character; successfully pass 
an oral interview, background 
investigation plus any other 
requirements which may be 

deemed necessary to perform 
the duties of a Communications 

offi cer, including successful 
completion of the Montana 

Basic Communication Offi cer 
Academy.  Applicants for 
this position must have the 
knowledge and ability to 
maintain accurate record 

keeping systems and possess 
basic computer knowledge. 

Applicants must be a resident 
of Madison County.

Applications can be found at 
www.madisoncountymt.gov.  

The application and a complete 
resume should be sent to the 
Dillon Job Service, 730 N. 

Montana Ste. #4, Dillon, MT 
59725 (DillonJSC@mt.gov) 
or to the Madison County 

Sheriff’s Offi ce, PO Box 276, 
Virginia City, MT  59755.
Please contact Lynda Holt 
at (406) 843-4211 with any 

questions about the position. 
Open until fi lled.  Madison 

County is an EE/AA employer.

Silvertip Lodge. Housekeeper 
needed, part time - fi ll in as 
needed. Call 599-8754
38-tfc-b

Historic Preservation Offi cer for 
the Town of Virginia City.  
Dynamic, professional, part-time 
position (20 hours/week), 
working on behalf of the com-
munity and the Virginia City 
National Historic Landmark.  
Qualifi ed candidate must have 
education or experience in any of 
the following areas; 
historic preservation, history, ar-
chitecture, community planning 
and/or zoning regulations.  
Please contact the Town Offi ce at 
406-843-5321 for employment 
application and position descrip-
tion.  Position open, until fi lled. 
Equal opportunity employer.
39-tfc-b

McAllister Inn-  Looking for 
daytime line cook and dish-
washer.  Year round employment.  
Please call 579-0744
39-tfc-b

FULL-TIME LEAD CUSTO-
DIAN POSITION
ENNIS SCHOOL DISTRICT
The Ennis School is looking for 
an individual to work in our cus-
todial department.  The position 
will require the ability to help su-
pervise and train custodial staff, 
the knowledge or willingness to 
learn to work with various pieces 
of equipment, such as, fl oor 
machines, buffers, scrubbers, 
etc.    Hourly rate will start at no 
less than $12.75 per hour, D.O.E.  
Benefi ts and retirement are avail-
able.  Work hours from 1 pm. to 
9 pm. and may vary depending 
on need.  Deadline: Until Filled.  
For further information and a 
district application call Casey 
Klasna at 682-4258.
39-3-b

Route Bus Driver
Ennis  School
School bus route driver needed 
for the 2016-2017 school year.  
Must have, or be qualifi ed to 
obtain, a commercial driver’s 
license.  All bus drivers are 
subject to pre-employment drug 
testing and must be part of our 
random testing program as re-
quired by DOT.  The routes will 
be 3 ½ hours per day with start-
ing salary at $14.00.  Job sharing 
is also a possibility.  For further 
information, call Superintendent, 
Casey Klasna at 682-4258.
39-3-b

REGISTERED NURSE (RN)/
LICENSED PRACTICAL 
NURSE (LPN)
Tobacco Root Mountain Care 
Center (TRMCC) is a skilled 
nursing facility located in Sheri-
dan, Montana. This is a senior 
living residence for individuals 
with long term care (LTC) needs. 
TRMCC provides 24-hour long 
term nursing care and has the ca-
pabilities to care for adults with 
acute medical needs or seniors 
recovering from surgery needing 
rehabilitation services. 
We are looking for passionate 
and talented team members to 
join TRMCC. This is an amazing 
opportunity for a LTC RN or 
LPN to work in a great relaxed 
environment assisting the resi-
dents of our facility. 
Employee Benefi ts:
• Health insurance avail-
able (County sponsored benefi t 
with 30 hours or more per week), 
optional dental, and vision plans 
• Flexible spending account or 
Health Savings account available 
• Montana Public Employee Ad-
ministration (retirement benefi t) 
and optional 457-b savings plan 
• Life insurance • Vacation and 
sick time benefi ts.
TRMCC promotes a drug and 
alcohol-free workplace. Offers of 
employment are contingent upon 
successfully passing pre-employ-
ment screenings.
The above information on this 
description has been designed 
to indicate the general nature 
and level of work performed 
by employees in this position. 
It is not designed to contain or 
be interpreted as an exhaustive 
list of all responsibilities, duties 
and qualifi cations required of 
employees assigned to this job.
Contact Information
Jody Galica, RN, D.O.N.
Tobacco Root Mountain Care 
Center
326 Madison Street, Sheridan 
MT 
406-842-5600
39-4-b

Madison Valley Medical Center 
is now hiring for the position 
of Nurse Aide/Clerk- Primary 
responsibilities are patient care 
with telephone and registration 
duties (32-40 hrs. per week).  Pa-
tient care experience preferred.  
Applicants must be available to 
work shifts from both, 7am to 
3pm   and 3pm to 11pm.  Inter-
ested applicants please submit 
resume and completed applica-
tion found at www.mvmedcenter.
org<http://www.mvmedcenter.
org>   to careers@mvmved-
cetner.org
39-tfc-b

Moose Crossing Sweets & Gifts
and the Cardwell Store are 

looking for dependable help. 
Starting wage is $9. Call or stop 

in. 287-5092.
39-tfc-b

Firewood for sale. 406-570-2788.
39-2-p

missing

Attention: The Blaine Spring 
Creek Bridge date plaque is 

missing. The plans for the new 
bridge called for that plaque to be 

mounted on the new bridge for 
future generations to enjoy.

Whomever might have taken or 
possess that plaque for safe-
keeping, would please return 

it, no questions asked, it would 
be the right thing to do for the 

historical appreciation of the old 
bridge. Thank you kindly.

Reward offered.
Please drop off at 
The Madisonian.

Friends of the Thompson-Hick-
man Madison County Library 

will be accepting bids to provide 
90 meals for the 2nd Annual 

Dinner and Cabaret on Aug.  28, 
2016 at the Virginia City Elks 
Lodge. Please bid per plate.

Dinner to consist of  2 types of 
meat entree, at least one vegeta-
ble, salad and dessert. Dinner is 

to be served promptly at 6:30 pm. 
Bid also includes providing bus-
ing service of the tables to clear 

them for show at 8:00pm. Dinner 
to be served at the same time, not 

as courses, can be buffet style 
with portion control.  Beverages 
are not required. No plastic meal 

dinnerware or utensils.
Aug. 12 is the deadline for sub-

missions.
Email your bid to 

vclibry@3rivers.net or mail to 
217 Idaho St.

Virginia City,MT 59755
Questions call 843-5346 or 660-

1453

Wanted: Cleaning partner for 
home south of Cameron near 

Palisades recreation area. Great 
wages. Call 560-7979.

Two cabins on the Madison 
River sleeps four each. Fully 

equipped.$2,500/month, $800.00 
/week, $500.00/ 3 days. 

406-287-7992

2016-17 TWIN BRIDGES       
SCHOOLS VACANCIES
Twin Bridges Public Schools 

is currently seeking quali� ed 
applicants for the following 
position for the upcoming 
2016-17 school year:

• Head HS GBB Coach
• Asst HS GBB Coach
• Asst JH VB Coach
• F/W Cheer Advisor
• SDD Advisor
• Substitutes in the 

Classroom, Kitchen, Mainte-
nance and Bus Driving!

Please call the District o�  ce 
at 684-5656 for further infor-
mation and to request a district 
application. All prepared mate-
rials must be sent to the atten-
tion of the Superintendent at:

Twin Bridges Public Schools
PO Box 419
Twin Bridges, MT  59754

Ruby Glen Homes in Sheridan
Newly built condo living in 
quiet neighborhood. Single 
level, no stairs. 2bd/2ba/2 

car heated, attached garage. 
Beautiful views of Ruby Valley. 

Maintenance-free grounds.
Call 596-1111

Housing
Wanted

My name is Connie and I 
want to move to Ennis soon. I'm 
looking to rent short term hous-
ing (4-5 months). I'm a single, 
57-year-old woman, quiet (but 
friendly). Looking for a studio 
or one bedroom. Glad to house 
or dog sit if you need someone 
responsible and caring to look 
a¢ er things. Contact me for more 
information/references. £ ank 
you for your consideration. email: 
romanstwelve12@yahoo.com or 
call 805-231-8092.

Year round rental. 
Retired professional couple. 

Local references. 
631-766-1853.

SALE, SALE, SALE!
Grandma's Overfl ow.
Ennis – new and used 

1 block south Town Pump.
Hours: Tues. – Sat., 10 – 4  
Yard art, furniture, kitchen 

and gifts and decorator items, 
mirrors, pictures, jewelry, wind 
chimes, air hockey game, power 

tools, air compressor, C.D. – 
vinyl records.
Info: 489-0676

Drivers: LOCAL 
Bozeman Reefer 

$2000.00 Sign On Bonus!
Estenson Logistics is now hiring 

Class A Driver's for 
local Darigold hauls with 

occasional layovers. 
Paid Vacations! 

Excellent Pay, Benefi ts! 
CDL-A, 1yr. Exp. Req. 

CALL JUSTIN TODAY: 
1-406-580-8609

34-2-p

Cardiac Rehabilitation Nurse/
Coordinator- Coordinate the Car-
diac Rehabilitation Program at 
Madison Valley Medical Center.  
Part-time position for Registered 
Nurse available.  For more in-
formation, please visit Madison 
Valley Medical Center website 
found at www.mvmedcenter.
org<http://www.mvmedcenter.
org>.  Interested applicants 
please submit resume and com-
pleted application found at www.
mvmedcenter.org<http://www.
mvmedcenter.org> to careers @
mvmedcenter.org
39-tfc-b

Garage sale, Pony.
Saturday, August 6. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Uptown, right at bank.
1 block to Pony Cache storage.
Same day as Pony Homecoming.
Parade a.m., BBQ p.m.

V.W. ('74) repair mechanic. 
Need estimate to get it going 
again. References helpful. Call: 
682-5042, Jacquie or Rick for 
appointment. Thank you.

Garage sale.
523 Tolson Lane

Sheridan
Saturday, Aug. 6, 8am - 3pm
Sunday, Aug. 7, 8am - 2pm

Now hiring restaurant servers 
both daytime and night. 

Please stop by and pick up an 
application. Please no phone 

calls. Sportsman's Lodge.

Sheridan School District No. 
5 is accepting applications for 
the following positions for the 
2016-17 school year:  Route Bus 
Driver, Part-Time Custodian, 
Head Cheerleading Coach, Head 
Varsity Boys’ Basketball Coach, 
and Accompanist.  Information 
and employment applications 
can be obtained on the Sheridan 
Schools Website www.sheridan.
k12.mt.us.  If you are interested 
in applying for this position, you 
may also contact Rebecca E. 
Larsen, District Clerk, Sheridan 
Schools, PO Box 586, Sheridan, 
MT 59749, or call (406) 842-
5302.

Looking for part-time teacher 
for the 2016/17 school year. 

Successful candidate will have 
bachelors degree or three years 
experience in certifi ed/licensed 

facility. Shift is fl exible and 
until 5:30pm three+ days/week 
and sub status. Join our team 
of enthusiastic and amazing 
teachers! Please call Sara at 
682-5712. ECCS is an equal 

opportunity employer.

Housekeeping position open at 
Rainbow Valley Lodge. Full or 
part time. Come in for applica-
tion. 682-4264.

Line/prep cook for local restau-
rant in Ennis.

34-tfc-b
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
THE FOLLOWING LEGALLY DESCRIBED 
TRUST PROPERTY TO BE SOLD FOR 
CASH AT TRUSTEE’S SALE.  Notice is 
hereby given that the undersigned Succes-
sor Trustee will, on November 11, 2016 at 
the hour of 02:00 PM, sell at public auction 
to the highest bidder for cash, the interest in 
the following described real property which 
the Grantor has or had power to convey at 
the time of execution by him of the said Deed 
of Trust, together with any interest which the 
Grantor or his successors in interest acquired 
after the execution of said Deed of Trust, to 
satisfy the obligations thereby secured and 
the costs and expenses of sale, including rea-
sonable charges by the Successor Trustee, at 
the following place: 
North Entrance of the Madison County Court-
house, 110 East Wallace, Virginia City, MT 
59755
 John A. “Joe” Solseng, a member of the Mon-
tana state bar, of Robinson Tait, P.S. is the 
duly appointed Trustee under and pursuant 
to the Deed of Trust in which Vince Schet-
tler, a married man and Michael A. Chernine, 
a married man and Randy Black, a married 
man, as Grantor, conveyed said real property 
to SECURITY TITLE COMPANY as Trustee, 
to secure an obligation owed to MORTGAGE 
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, 
INC., SOLELY AS NOMINEE FOR GREEN-
POINT MORTGAGE FUNDING, INC, its 
successors and assigns , Benefi ciary of the 
security instrument, said Deed of Trust which 
is dated August 8, 2006 and was recorded 
on September 7, 2006 as Instrument No. 
115604, of offi cial records in the Offi ce of the 
Recorder of Madison County, Montana. 
 The Deed of Trust encumbers real property 
(“Property”) located at 28 North Lewis and 
Clark Trail, Whitehall, MT 59759 and being 
more fully described as follows: 
 TRACT 26 OF JEFFERSON RIVER 
RANCHES SUBDIVISION PLAT, IN MADI-
SON COUNTY, MONTANA, ACCORDING 
TO THE OFFICIAL PLAT THEREOF ON FILE 
AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER, MADI-
SON COUNTY, MONTANA. (PLAT REFER-
ENCE IN BOOK 4 OF PLATS, PAGE 375) 
 The benefi cial interest under said Deed of 
Trust and the obligations secured thereby 
are presently held by U.S. Bank National As-
sociation, as Trustee, successor in interest 
to Bank of America, National Association, 
as Trustee, successor by merger to LaSalle 
Bank National Association, as Trustee, RAAC 
Series 2007-SP2. 
 The Benefi ciary has declared the Grantor in 
default of the terms of the Deed of Trust and 
the Promissory Note (“Note”) secured by said 
Deed of Trust due to Grantor’s failure to time-
ly pay all monthly installments of principal, 
interest and if applicable, escrow reserves 
for taxes and/or insurance as required by the 
Note and Deed of Trust.  The default for which 
foreclosure is made is grantors’ failure to pay 
when due the following sums: monthly pay-
ments of $40,754.06 beginning September 
1, 2009 through July 21, 2016; plus interest 
due of $243,732.64; plus escrow payment of 
$37,194.20; together with title expense, costs, 
trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees incurred 
herein by reason of said default; any further 
sums advanced by the benefi ciary for the 
protection of the above described real prop-
erty and its interest therein; and prepayment 
penalties/premiums, if  applicable.
 By reason of said default, the benefi ciary 
has declared all sums owing on the obliga-
tion secured by said trust deed immediately 
due and payable, said sums being the follow-
ing, to wit: $425,753.84 with interest thereon 
at the rate of 8.75000 percent per annum 
beginning September 1, 2009; plus late 
charges of $2,428.58; plus escrow advance 
of $34,905.07; plus property inspection fees 
incurred and projected of $209.25; plus 
title search of $1,729.00; plus foreclosure ex-
pense of $416.00; plus other costs incurred 
and projected of $5,457.00; together with title 
expense, costs, trustee’s fees and attorney’s 
fees incurred herein by reason of said default; 
any further sums advanced by the benefi ciary 
for the protection of the above described 
property and its interest therein; and prepay-
ment penalties/premiums, if applicable. 
 Due to the defaults stated above, the Ben-
efi ciary has elected and has directed the 
Trustee to sell the above-described property 
to satisfy the obligation. 
 Notice is further given that any person named 
has the right, at any time prior to the date 
last set for the sale, to have this foreclosure 
proceeding dismissed and the Deed of Trust 
reinstated by making payment to the Ben-
efi ciary of the entire amount then due (other 
than such portion of the principal as would not 
then be due had no default occurred) and by 
curing any other default complained of herein 
that is capable of being cured by tendering 
the performance required under the obliga-
tion or to cure the default, by paying all costs 
and expenses actually incurred in enforcing 
the obligation and Deed of Trust, together 
with Successor Trustee’s and attorney’s fees. 
 If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any 
reason, the successful bidder’s sole and ex-
clusive remedy shall be the return of monies 
paid to the Successor Trustee and the suc-
cessful bidder shall have no further recourse. 
 Dated:  June 29, 2016 
/s/ John A. “Joe” Solseng
John A. “Joe” Solseng, a member of the Mon-
tana state bar, Attorney of Robinson Tait, 
P.S., MSB #11800
(Pub. July 21, 28, Aug 4 2016) rt
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO UPPER MISSOURI 
DIVISION RED ROCK RIVER 
BASIN WATER USERS
Big Sheep Creek Ranch fi led a Senate Bill 
355 Exempt Claim with the Montana Water 
Court. Claim 41A 30103484 is for a direct 
from source stock right, with a claimed prior-
ity date of October 1, 1894, and is located on 

Big Sheep Creek in the W2SE of Section 22, 
E2SW of Section 22, and NE of Section 27, 
T14S, R10W, Beaverhead County. 
RESPONSE OR OBJECTION FILING 
DEADLINE
Any response or objection to decreeing ex-
empt claim 41A 30103484, as fi led by Big 
Sheep Creek Ranch, must be fi led with the 
Montana Water court, PO Box 1389, Boze-
man MT 59771-1389. A copy of the response 
or objection must be served on:
Big Sheep Creek Ranch
c/o A. Suzanne Nellen, Attorney at Law, PLLC
1800 W. Koch, Ste. 5
Bozeman, MT 59715
Any objection must be fi led within 45 days of 
the last publication of this notice. 
Therefore, the fi ling deadline is Monday, Oc-
tober 3, 2016. 
(Aug 4, 11, 18 2016) sn
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Twin Bridges - Urban
Gilman Construction, along with area sub-
contractors, will be completing improvements 
to Main Street in Twin Bridges under contract 
with the Montana Department of Transporta-
tion. The work will consist of a chip seal and 
new pavement markings. Traffi c lanes will re-
main open during the work, but there may be 
short delays and no parking will be allowed on 
Main Street while the work is undeway.
The chip seal work is expected tot ake 2 days 
and be completed during the week of August 
1st. We request that drivers remain alert in 
these work zones and obey signs and fl ag 
persons. 
Please contact one of the following with any 
questions.
Gilman Construction-Prime Contractor 
723-8234
Mountain West-Traffi c Control
782-1422
MT Dept. of Transportation-Project Manager
494-9651
(Aug 4, 11, 2016) gc
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF FINAL BUDGET 
MEETING
On the second Tuesday in August (August 9, 
2016), at 7:00 p.m. the Sheridan School Dis-

trict No. 5 Board of Trustees will meet in the 
Charles B. Murray Media Technology Center 
for the purpose of considering and adopting 
the fi nal budget of the district.  The trustees’ 
meeting may be continued from day-to-day 
until adoption of the fi nal budget.  Any tax-
payer may appear at the meeting and be 
heard for or against any part of the budget.  
The regular August meeting will also be con-
ducted at that time.
For further information please contact:  Re-
becca E. Larsen, District Clerk, PO Box 586, 
Sheridan, MT 59749 (406-842-5302).
(Aug 4, 11, 2016) ss
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF FINAL BUDGET 
MEETING
On Monday, August 8, 2016, at 5:00 p.m. the 
Ennis School District 52 Board of Trustees 
will meet in the Ennis High School Room #3 
for the purpose of considering and adopting 
the fi nal budget of the district.
The regular August meeting will also be 
conducted at that time. The trustees’ budget 
meeting may be continued from day-to- day 
until adoption of the fi nal budget no later than 
August 25th. Any taxpayer may appear at the 
meeting and be heard for or against any part 
of the budget.
For further information please contact: Casey 
Klasna, Superintendent, P.O. Box 517, Ennis, 
MT 59729 (406-682- 4258).
(Aug 4, 2016) es
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town of Twin Bridges has completed 
their preliminary budget for Fiscal year 2016-
2017.  Approval of the preliminary budget will 
be on August 9th at 7:00 pm at Town Hall (104 
E 6th, Twin Bridge, MT) during the regular 
council meeting.  If anyone would like to re-
view the budget they can stop in at the offi ce 
or call 684-5243.  Any taxpayer or resident 
may appear and be heard at the meeting. 
(July 28, Aug 4, 2016) totb
MNAXLP

AUDIT PUBLICATION STATE-
MENT
An audit of the affairs of Sheridan Public 
Schools has been conducted by Strom & As-

sociates, PC.  The audit covered the fi scal 
year ended June 30, 2015.
Section 2-7-521, MCA, requires that this pub-
lication concerning the audit report include 
a statement that the audit report is on fi le in 
its entirety and open to public inspection at 
Sheridan Public Schools and that the Sheri-
dan Public Schools will send a copy of the 
audit report to any interested person upon 
request.
Sincerely,
Rebecca E. Larsen
District Clerk
(July 28, Aug 4, 2016) ss
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT RESOLUTION TO SELL 
OR OTHERWISE DISPOSE OF 
DISTRICT REAL OR PERSON-
AL PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given by the trustees of Twin 
Bridges Public Schools, School District No. 
7 of Madison County, state of Montana that 
pursuant to 20-6-604 (MCA) a resolution ad-
opted at a meeting of the board of trustees 
of the school district held on the 19th day of 
July, 2016 states the following:
WHEREAS, the trustees of School District 
7, Twin Bridges, Madison County, Montana, 
have made a determination that real or per-
sonal property of the district has become 
abandoned, obsolete, undesirable or unsuit-
able for the district’s needs for the schools;
THEREFORE, the trustees have determined 
that these items shall be sold or otherwise 
disposed by the district in accordance with 
section 20-6-604, MCA, and proceeds from 
this sale shall be placed in the district fl ex 
fund; and
WHEREAS, this resolution may not become 
effective for fourteen (14) days after the no-
tice required in subsection (3) of 20-6-604, 
MCA, is made. The trustees shall provide 
notice of the resolution as required by law. 

A taxpayer may appeal the resolution of the 
trustees, at any time prior to the effective date 
of the resolution, to the district court by fi ling 
a verifi ed petition with the clerk of the court 
and serving a copy of the petition upon the 
district.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Board of Trustees of the Twin Bridges School 
District 7, Madison County, Montana, autho-

rizes the sale of said property by sealed bid 
submitted to Twin Bridges Schools District 
Clerk no later than August 18, 2016 by 4:00 
p.m. and approved at the August, 2016 Regu-
lar Board Meeting.
Dated and posted this 19th day of July, 2016.
** 2005 Chevy Malibu (approximately 200,000 
miles)
(July 28, Aug 4, 2016) tbs
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICES

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

Dry Cleaning Drop
Madison laundry & Cleaners 

is proud To Welcome
THe reD SHeD giFT SHop
as our TWin BriDgeS cleaning drop. 

next door to the Wagon WHeel 
STeaK HoUSe!

Cleaning will be picked up and returned on 
Tuesdays. other Tuesday drops are The Mini 
(phillips 66) in Dillon, Mcleod’s in Sheridan 
and alder Market in alder. Jefferson iga in 

Whitehall on Wednesday and ranks Mercantile 
in Virginia City on Thursday. 

If you have any questions please call 406-682-4933

Beginning August 1, 2016, NorthWestern Energy contractors 
will be laying underground power lines on Granite Creek Road 
from north of Montana Highway 287 on the main Granite Creek 

Road to approximately the west boundary of Section 30, T5S, 
R2W. Most of the trenching activity will occur on the road edge 

due to the narrowness of the road. Because of that, persons using 
the road during this time can expect short delays. Contractors 

will be as cooperative as possible in assisting vehicles through the 
construction zones. However, because of the narrow width of the 
road in many places, their equipment will restrict safe passage of 

vehicles for short periods of time. Construction work will begin at 
8:00 a.m. each day and will conclude at 6:00 p.m. Construction is 

expected to be completed in mid-September.

If extreme delays or other issues occur, please contact the 
Commissioners’ office at 406-843-4277 or NorthWestern Energy 

Representative, Dan Crismore at 406-596-0901.

NOTICE

MVRG 
SUMMER TOUR

Wall Creek Game Range
August 10, 2016

10:00 am at Wall Creek Headquarters

Fred King, retired FWP Game Range Manager and
Mark Petroni, retired Madison District FS Ranger
will discuss the relationship of public and private 
lands, the interface and value of livestock, and wild-
life on the landscape followed by a tour of photo 
points and historical aspects of the game range.

The event will last about 3 hours.

Contact 682-3259 for more information.
 

108 North Main, Sheridan
842-7999

theshovelandspoon.com

good food. bad puns.



 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692
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Prayer requests:
682-4788     843-5296     842-7713

Find 
Fellowship 

With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship
Joel Trenkle/Pastor

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.ChristianScience.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

406-600-1342
Pastor Phil Taylen

 Sunday School 9:30 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am

Midweek Prayer Service
6:00 pm on Wednesday.

606 Comley Way, Ennis
6 Blocks South of City Complex

Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Lay Leader: Dave Reintsma
(406) 594-3287

Offi ce: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group Weds at 6:30 pm
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group Sunday evenings

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church

114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Duane Deshner

Sunday Service

10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)

Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry

Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

We are a church dedicated
to serving this valley!

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fully Accessible
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH
Should other peoples and nations 

be unfaithful to you show your 
fi delity unto them, should they be 
unjust toward you show justice 

towards them, should they keep 
aloof from you attract them to 
yourselves, should they show 

their enmity be friendly towards 
them, should they poison your 

lives, sweeten their souls, should 
they infl ict a wound upon you, be 

a salve to their sores.

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis
7:15 a.m. 
11:00 a.m.

Liturgy Schedule

St. Patrick, Ennis
Sunday ~ 8:30 a.m.

St. Mary, Laurin
Sunday ~10:30 a.m.
Father John Crutchfi eld

Pastor ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Dustin 684-5255

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Baptist Church

SUNDAY 
SERVICE

Muffi ns & Coffee
10:15 am

Morning Worship
10:45 am

Childrens Church
& Nursery available

WEDS.
PRAYER 
MEETING

7 pm

Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

FIREWOOD 
CUT TO YOUR DESIRED LENGTH,

TRUCKLOAD. $120/LOAD. 
SW MT FREE DELIVERY.

208-777-5408

Cut to your desired length.

All sizes available up to 1,200 square feet
Heated, insulated, large doors, half bath.
Gary at 581-3531 or Paul at 581-7878

SHOP SPACE FOR RENT IN ENNIS

Around the County
Celebrate Ben Tone

S�������� �� A���� M. H������
Spiritus Creative, LLC

 
Ben Tone’s family will host a gathering of loved ones and 

fans at noon on Friday, Aug. 12 at the Virginia City Opera 
House to celebrate the life of this beloved actor, director, theatre 
instructor and family man. Tone is well-known in our region 
for co-founding the Virginia City Players in 1949 and helping to 
cultivate a small local community of 1960s artists that is credited 
with establishing Bozeman’s flourishing art scene today. He 
passed away April 13, 2016, a few days shy of his 95th birthday. 
Memorial program will start at noon; light appetizers to follow. 
To be notified about details, please email BenToneCelebration@
gmail.com.

Featured quilter Terry Engel
S�������� �� M����� N�������

Piece Makers of the Madison

� e eighth bi-annual quilt show, Quilt Me A River, by 
the Piece Makers of the Madison quilt guild will have many 
highlights, one of them will be our featured quilter, Terry Engel.

Engel was raised in a sewing home, and her mother made 
all her school clothes as Terry  only wanted home made things 
because they were personal, unique and one of kind. As time 
progressed, she learned to sew on the Singer treadle machine, and 

progressed to making her own clothes through high school. 
Engel got into quilting through an adult education class at 

Ennis Schools. Although this � rst quilt was never completed, 
it � red up her imagination and she has not slowed down since 
learning the art. She has made many quilts through the years for 
donation and family, founding the Hugs and Cuddles program, 
which provides quilts for the Madison Valley Medical Center 
for pediatric emergency comfort. As quilting techniques have 
changed over the years, Engel remains on the cutting edge of new 
techniques and products.  

See Engel’s work on Friday, Aug. 13 and Saturday, Aug. 14, 
2016, at the quilt show at the Ennis cafeteria.

Classical music in Big Sky
S�������� �� B���� H������

Big Sky Arts Council

� e sixth annual Big Sky Classical Music Festival is slated for 
Aug. 12 – 14, 2016, in beautiful Big Sky. � e festival features three 
nights of world-class music – with two of the nights o� ering free 
admission. � e � rst night of the festival features one of the world’s 
most renowned classical guitarists, Ana Vidovic, performing an 
intimate concert at the Warren Miller Performing Arts Center. 
Saturday features a free outdoor concert in Town Center Park 
with M5 Mexican Brass, coming in direct from Mexico City 
for the festival. On Sunday, the Big Sky Festival Orchestra will 
perform a free concert outdoors in Town Center Park. Please visit 
www.bigskyarts.org for more information.

RUNNING FOR 
A CAUSE

P���� �������� T��� T�������
Nikolas Toocheck runs Montana’s Big Sky Marathon, his 32nd 

state, on his 50 state marathon quest to help kids in need. 
Funds raised go to Seva Foundation for pediatric eye care.
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Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
RE/MAX Mountain Property

Highway 41 N – Silver Star  - $219,900                                                  
• 3 bd, 2 ba, 2640 +/- sf

• riverfront home on the Jefferson River
• watch wildlife from the covered porch

• minutes from Tobacco Root & Highland Mountains

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 
to fi nd out why!

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

W Hawker Lane - Ennis - $249,900
• 10.24 +/- acres at the Ennis Airport, Panaoramic Views

• 2 bd, 1 ba 1200 +/- sf log cabin
• 30’x42’ aircraft hanger, taxiway access

• Full unfi nished walkout basement.  

Slide Rock Rd   Cameron
#204630  $280,000, 20+/- Acres 

• 1bd, 1 ba, 438 +/  sf
•rustic log cabin mountain getaway

•borders USFS, hunting,fi shing
•sportsman’s paradise

Centennial Drive - Ennis  - $379,000                                                                 
• 3+bd 3.5 ba, 3864 +/- sf                                                       

• 4th non-conforming bedroom + offi ce
• 1.29 +/- acres - oversized lot • private golf course 
lot • best lot and value on golf course • open fl oor 

plan, mature landscaping

Sundance Bench - Cameron - $383,000
•390 ft +/- Madison Riverfrontage

•10.52 +/- acres
•15gpm/180ft well w/pump 

•developed driveway
•power on lot  

Riverstone Drive - Ennis - $749,000
• 5 bd, 4 ba, 5028 +/- sf 

• 20 +/- acres NO COVENANTS, RIVERFRONT • borders 
BLM, 1500 sf shop, horse shelter 

• overlooking the Madison River, game range Madison 
Range • walk to fi shing on the river, hi end upgrades

Hilgard Trail - Madison River Ranches - $749,500                                                                                    
• 20+/- acres with beautiful log home                                             

• 1.5 miles of private Madison River fi shing access
• gated community, seasonal access

• spectacular views of the Madison Range & Madison 
River  • end of road privacy, lots of wildlife

NEW
 

LISTING

Hayfi eld Loop - Ennis - $326,500 -  5.02 ac                                        
•2 bd, 1 ba 1728 +/- sf •earth sheltered, low maintenance 
•creek, massive mountain & valley views •soaring ceilings, 

tongue and groove •oversized garage/shop •additional 
acreage may be available

 

Robert and Dana Smith Charitable Foundation    
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TOWN CENTER PARK

FREE CONCERT AT 7:00 PM

MSU SUMMER MUSIC CAMP STUDENTS 
OPEN THE SHOW AT 6:00 PM

CLASSICAL GUITAR 
WITH SPECIAL GUEST 

ANGELLA AHN, VIOLIN

WARREN MILLER 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

DOORS AT 6:30 PM  |  SHOW AT 7:30 PM

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT BIGSKYARTS.ORG

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
MAESTRO PETER BAY 

WITH SOLOIST ANA VIDOVIC, 
CLASSICAL GUITAR

TOWN CENTER PARK
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WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales Installation, 

Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
QUALITY SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

David Perlstein
Always Buying Montana History

Specializing in Montana historical 
artifacts & memorabilia.

Advertising Signs • Ephemera • Maps
• Brewerianas • Stereoviews
• Photos • Yellowstone Park

• Mining History

406-579-3500
davidperlstein@gmail.com
MONTANAPICKER.COM

Bats R Us
ALPINE ANIMAL DAMANGE CONTROL

Live Trapping & Relocation
Squirrels  -  Skunks  -  Birds  -  Racoons  - Snakes 
Bats  -  Beavers  -  Coyotes  -  Opossums  -  Otters  

Odor Remediation  -  Attics & Crawl Spaces

Bruce Bartow  (208) 521-4235
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Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges
The Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center provides 
meals for seniors every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 
noon at the Twin Bridges Senior and Community Center. 
Meals are for seniors 60 years and up (spouses and caregiv-
ers are invited). Donations for meals are appreciated.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry, 
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 114 N. 
Main St. in New Beginnings. Serving the Ruby Valley from 
Silver Star to Virginia City. Contact Sandy at 842-7843 or 
Wannetta at 842-5783 for more information.

Meals on Wheels, Sheridan
The Sheridan Senior Center off ers meals for seniors 60 
years and over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to 
eat at the senior center, family style for $3.50 or have their 
meal delivered for $4.00. Delivered meals are within the 
city limits of  Sheridan and should be called in by 10 a.m. 
Call Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

ENNIS MEALS ON WHEELS, ENNIS
Tuesday-Friday 11:45 am to 12:30 pm

Reservations 682-4422
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance 
for meal delivery or if  you plan to dine in.  Ennis Senior 
center, 315 W Main Street

AUGUST 4 – AUGUST 11
THURSDAY AUGUST 4: HAMBURGER GRAVY & BIS-
CUITS, VEGGIES, DESSERT
FRIDAY AUGUST 5: PORK ROAST, GRAVY, MASHED 
POTATOES, VEGGIES, DESSERT
TUESDAY AUGUST 9: BLT, SWEET POTATO FRIES, 
DESSERT
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 10: CHICKEN CORDON BLUE 
CASSEROLE, VEGGIES, DINNER ROLL, DESSERT
THURSDAY AUGUST 11: LASAGNA, SALAD, GARLIC 
BREAD, DESSERT

Area 
Senior 
Meals

 

RUBY VALLEY 
HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION

Eddie & Ginny Smathers

Insty Prints - Butte

Ray & Billie Jo Rowberry

Rob & Halladay Quist 
& 

The Great Northern Band

Ron &  Georgia Nye 

Rossiter Rentals

Southwest Montana Auction

Summit Beverage – Butte/Missoula

The Ice House – Andy Nye

The Ruby Valley Inn/B&B

Todd’s Irish Blacks - Terry & Julie Todd

This Is Not A Fundraiser
No Donor Dollars Were Used To Host This Event

Save
The
Date!

Event Is Sponsored By
 

The Ruby Valley Healthcare Foundation
Cordially Invites 

You & Your Family To Be Our Guests At 

An Appreciation BBQ & Concert 
Featuring

Rob & Halladay Quist 
& 

The Great Northern Band

To Celebrate Our Campaign Progress For
The New Ruby Valley Hospital & Medical Center

Saturday, August 6, 2016
The Ruby Valley B&B/Inn 

3209 Hwy 287  •  Sheridan, Montana

 Complimentary BBQ Music
 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM  7:00 PM

August 7, 2016
VIRGINIA CITY, MONTANA

Contact Jack at jackassalantern@yahoo.com or 406-843-5900

Registration fee of $20 gets you a Virginia City welcome bag 
and a coupon card for restaurants, shops, and other venues.

50/50 drawing & other giveaways!

Register at the Dancing Buffalo, located at the Virginia City Depot.

Travel the early roads of Montana for a fun weekend of music, 
good grub, great shops, entertainment and all of the 

wonderful history and venues we have to offer.

In the 1800’s gold was discovered in southwest Montana. 
The road traveled from Bannock to Virginia City was known as 

“Road Agent Road.” Highway 287, which loops Madison County, 
was and still is known as “The Vigilante Trail.”

WANTED
antiques, customs, rods, rats, bikes, trucks 

and any and everything on wheels 
for a weekend of fun and appreciation 

for our love of steel & wheels. 

August 7, 2016
VIRGINIA CITY, MONTANA

Contact Jack at jackassalantern@yahoo.com or 406-843-5900

Registration fee of $20 gets you a Virginia City welcome bag 
and a coupon card for restaurants, shops, and other venues.

50/50 drawing & other giveaways!

Register at the Dancing Buffalo, located at the Virginia City Depot.

Travel the early roads of Montana for a fun weekend of music, 
good grub, great shops, entertainment and all of the 

wonderful history and venues we have to offer.

In the 1800’s gold was discovered in southwest Montana. 
The road traveled from Bannock to Virginia City was known as 

“Road Agent Road.” Highway 287, which loops Madison County, 
was and still is known as “The Vigilante Trail.”

WANTED
antiques, customs, rods, rats, bikes, trucks 

and any and everything on wheels 
for a weekend of fun and appreciation 

for our love of steel & wheels. 

S�������� �� M������� G��������
Madison Valley Ranchlands Group Weed Committee

On July 21, volunteers and agency personnel worked together 
to control noxious weeds along the Madison River in and around 
Raynolds Pass � shing access site.

ObNOXIOUS weeds
Volunteers control 

weeds during Raynolds 
Pass Cooperative 

Noxious Weed Day



2015 

Madison 
County Fair

Get  ready for  the

IT'S FAIR TIME

TB Auto Parts
PO Box 434 - Twin Bridges, Mt  • 406-684-5739

Mon-Fri 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  •  Sat 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

have fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at thehave fun at the

Congratulations to all 4H & FFA Members.
You're the cream of the crop!

Jeffers Building at the 
Madison County Fairgrounds 

in Twin Bridges, MT

Lunch is $10.00 for 
the public or FREE 

for previous buyers.

Madison/Jefferson 
County Fair’s 4-H and FFA 
Livestock Show Buyer’s 

Appreciation Lunch

LUNCH & 
LIVESTOCK SALE!

Saturday, 
August 13th

LUNCH 12-2 pm
Sale 2 pm

160 N. Main St.  -  Ennis, MT
Call for an appointment

Owner, Chris DiMichele

Deemo’s     Meats
Owner, Chris DiMicheleOwner, Chris DiMichele

Deemo’s     Deemo’s     

160 N. Main St.  -  Ennis, MT

We can butcher your 
fair animals!

682-7306

A week away, fair offi cials 
are ready for the big event

C������ A���
news@madisonainnews.com

It is the event of the summer. � e one that 
merges two valleys and two counties together for 
a week of showmanship, rodeo and fun. It’ i the 
Madison County Fair.

Over the past few months, � e Madisonian 
has run a series of stories following various 
Madison County youth on their road to the fair. 
While their � nal prep is nearly done, Madison 
County Fair organizers wrapping up � nal touch-
es and already preparing for next year’s fair.

History of the fair
� e Madison County fair and the fair 

grounds extend clear back to the late 1880s, 
when past Madison County residents used the 
grounds to congregate for social gatherings. In 
1889, Madison County held its � rst fair. A� er a 
few name changes, come 1901, the event would 
come to be known in its present time as the 
Madison County Fair.

� e earliest fairs were solely based around 
showing stock with the exception of some 
impressive produce. Now, the Madison County 
Fair has grown to include animals for show and 

sale, shooting sports such as air ri� e and archery, 
woodworking projects, cra�  and sewing works 
and even baked goods.

Final grounds prep
Dana Escott, Madison County Fairgrounds 

manager and her team have been busy all year 
long, preparing the grounds for not only the fair 
but for events all year round. With weddings and 
� otillas and other events, Escott and the crew 
work around it all to stay ahead and ready for 
the fair.

“We’re right on schedule getting ready for 
fair,” Escott said. “Lots of events happen in the 
buildings before fair gets here, but I’m con� dent 
my crew will do an awesome job with the last 
minute set up.”

Whether it is preparing the arena for the 
horse show or the rodeo or even the lawnmower 
tractor pull – a new event at this year’s fair – the 
grounds crew is all hands on deck. All the pens 
are set and ready to go in the animal barns, and 
tables and chairs are ready for all the cra� s and 
open indoor projects.

Organizing the fair
“We try to work with the fair board and get 

info gathered ahead of time … 
it’s lots of planning … really 
from January until fair time, we 
spend a huge amount of time 
on fair issues,” said Madison/
Je� erson County Montana State 
University Extension Agent 
Billy Whitehurst.

Whitehurst started con-
tracting judges for the fair last 
August, as well as streamlining 
awards and ribbons and order-
ing buckles.

“� ere’s a lot more behind 
the scenes work that goes on 
than a lot of people think,” he 
said.

Ag education and 4H pro-
gram assistant Katherine Smith 
started fair data entry months 
ago, and has now been through 
all the sign ups, weighing the 
animals and assigning everyone 
a stall, pen or display area. All 
that is le�  is weighing the ani-
mals once again as they make 
their way to the rounds.

Aside for coordinating 
awards, judges and weigh-ins, 
Whitehurst and his team have 
been responsible for making 
sure participants met their 
quality assurance training, 
which trains them on proper 
animal health and vaccination 
protocols – they also guarantee 

everyone submitted a medical 
release form.

� e Madison County Fair 
sees over 360 participants each 
year, which means a lot of work 
for Whitehurst and Smith. 

Getting ahead
Once this year’s fair ends on 

Sunday, Aug. 14, it is back to 
step one: getting ready for the 
next one. 

But for now, everyone in-
volved in preparing for the fair 
is just ready and excited for a 
fun-� lled week.

“We have so many fun events 
happening at the fair,” said 
Escott. 

From pack horse and police 
dog demonstrations, to magic 
shows, to the petting zoo, to the 
youth rodeo and beyond, this 
year’s Madison County Fair is 
bound to be a good time.



Supporting and Growing Communities Throughout 
Southwest Montana For Over 50 Years 

BEST OF LUCK AT THE 
2016 COUNTY FAIR!

406.682.4215   www.bankingonthefuture.com   213 E. Main St  Ennis, MT

ENNIS      BOULDER     MONTANA CITY     WEST YELLOWSTONE. . .
ATM DEPOSITORIES: Sheridan     Virginia City    Ennis    Harrison. . .

	
  

ON  THE  FLY
EspressoDRIVE-THRU

400 W.  Main ,  Enn i s  •  682-5225
look for  the  ye l low & b lue  bu i ld ing

Thanks for all your support!
Have a great fair!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 406-684-5824  •  WWW.MADISON.MT.GOV

Cowboys Galore y A Whole Lot More

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6

4H Horse Show - 8 am

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7

Madison County Youth Rodeo:  10 am

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10

Madison County Barrel Racing: 6:30 pm
(Contact Candy Wilcox 406-599-5609 

for more info)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11

Madison Co. Fair Opening Ceremony by 
the Veterans: 9 am (By the offi ce)

Madison County Ranch Rodeo 6pm

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12

NRA Rodeo Slack: 8 am

Madison Co. Sheriff’s Department Police 
Dog Demonstrations 2 pm

                                                
Montana Mini Buckers and bulls 6 pm

                                                
Jacobs Livestock Rodeo 

Performance 7 pm
                                                

Benny Reynolds Wild Cow Milking 9 pm
Double Vision Magic Shows (strolling; 

show at 5 pm-Jeffers)
                                           

Cirque Adventure-The McCandless Family 
Circus Show times: 12 pm; 3 pm; 7pm

                                                
Bounce Off The Wallz Entertainment (by 

the River)
                                                

Fool’s Gold Band 9 pm (Beer Garden 
Stage)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13

Jacobs Livestock Team Roping: 9 am

Horseshoe Tournament:  8 am

Double Vision Magic Shows (strolling; 
show at 5 pm-Jeffers)

                                           
Cirque Adventure-The McCandless Family 

Circus Show times: 12 pm; 3 pm; 7pm
                                

All Girl’s Stock Saddle Bronc Riding 7 pm 
(Sponsored by IMOC Building Supplies 

$1,000 added money to winner)
                                                

Montana Mini Buckers and bulls 6 pm
                                                

Jacobs Livestock Rodeo 
Performance 7 pm

                                                
Benny Reynolds Wild Cow Milking 9 pm

                                                
Bounce Off The Wallz Entertainment (by 

the River)
                                                

Fool’s Gold Band 9 pm (Beer Garden 
Stage)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

Parade on Main Street:  10:30 am
                                               

Cowboy Church:  12 pm Jeffers Building 
(fairgrounds)

AUGUST 6-14, 
2016

 
We will have open class shows, 

vendors, 4H shows, FFA Shows, bingo, 
stick horse rodeo, petting zoo, 

and much more…
Join us at the MADISON COUNTY FAIR 

GROUNDS, TWIN BRIDGES MONTANA 

Schedule of Events

ENNIS, MT 406.682.4540
www.bragginrightsguns.com

GUNSMITHS

CUSTOM
brg

CONGRAT S 
shooting 

sports kids!

Coldest Beer 
In Town!

Stop in and visit 
for awhile!

LOST CABIN BAR
Main Street

Twin Bridges
* “Lost Cabin is out of logs.” 

FAIR RULES:
Abigail Dennis

editor@madisonainnews.com

According to fairgrounds manager 
Dana Escott, parking is in the main 
parking lot by the front entrance to the 
fairgrounds.

“All campers need to be parked in 
order – no circles – in the campground 
to allow for more,” Escott said. “And 
per the fire chief.”

All horse trailers must be parked in 
the arena infield and in order.

During the fair, there will be no 

through traffic around the grounds – 
you must park in the parking lot and 
walk from there. In addition, bicycles, 
ATVs, UTVs and other vehicles of that 
nature are not allowed on the grounds 
during the fair.



Go to outpostevents.net for a complete listing of events
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LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY 5:30 – 7:30 PM
& EVERY SUNDAY 2:00 - 4:00 PM

COME JOIN THE FUN, LISTEN TO SOME GREAT MUSIC AND 
ENJOY SPIRITS WITH A WESTERN FLAVOR!!

FRIDAY AUG 5TH: STEVE ROSE
SUNDAY AUG 7TH: CHAD OKRUSCH
FRIDAY AUG 12TH: CORY JOHNSON
SUNDAY AUG 14TH: CHE ZURO
FRIDAY AUG 19TH: JEFF BELLINO

SUNDAY AUG 21ST: DOUBLE BARREL
ASK ABOUT OUR WEEKLY BOTTLING PARTIES!

682-4023
115 Main St., Ennis, MT

Evenings: Adults $8  • Children (12 & under) $6 Show time at 7:15 pm, 
Box Offi ce opens at 6:30 pm

Find us on at Madisontheatreennis

 Friday & Saturday 7:15 pm    Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
JASON BOURNE, THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS

www.ennismovies.com

GHOST BUSTERS (PG-13)
Friday, August 5 - Sunday, August 7, 2016

NORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGS

JUNE - AUGUST
10 am - 10 pm

Closed Tuesdays

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

    HOURS:

American Western Folk 

Fri 8/5  Ovando
Americana/ Alt Country

Sat 8/6 Sean Eamon 

Scorch Folk

Sun  8/7 Hogan & Moss Trio

MUSIC THIS WEEKEND:   

June-Aug
10 am-10 pm

GRILL OPEN FRI, 
SAT & SUN

Ralph 
Hamler

licensed sanitarian
Septic Application 

& Design
 406-842-5788 

Cell: 406-596-0437
Sheridan, MT

ralphhamler@gmail.com

A
RC

H
IT

EC
TU

RE

Modern Design 
in Madison 
County
406 209 8330

MONDAYS 

Commissioner’s 
Meeting, Virginia City
Madison Co. Com-

missioners meet every 
Monday, unless not-
ed, public welcome. 
9:30 a.m. Annex Build-

ing

KnitNite, Ennis
Meets at Right Angles 
Framing and Gallery 
from 5-7 p.m. the fi rst 
and third Monday of 

the month.

TUESDAYS

Madison County 
Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, 

Virginia City
Meeting the fi rst Tues-
day of each month 
from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

Ennis Arts Association, 
Ennis

Meet on the second 
Tuesday of every 

month at 10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.

org

Children's Story & 
Craft Time for babies, 

Virginia City
Every Tuesday at 
10:30 a.m. at the 

Thompson Hickman 
Library.

Movie Night, VIrginia 
City

Movie Night at the 
Thompson-Hickman 

Madison County 
Library

Every other Tuesday 
night at 7:00 p.m.  

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.

For all ages and skill 
levels - Two Tables
At the Pony School

Info @ 685-3481

Paddle board classes, 
Ennis

Tuesday & Thursday 
at Ennis Lake at 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come 

play tennis at the 
Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All levels 
welcome. 

Open Sew, Ennis 
Open Sew with the 
Quilt Guild- open to 

the public from 2-5pm 
at Madison Valley 

Public Library 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-ins are 

at 8:30 a.m.
Meetings at 9 a.m. 

MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 
Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and Babies, 
Ennis

Madison Valley Pub-
lic Library, 10:30 a.m. 

682-7244

Grief Support Group, 
Ennis

Everyone welcome. 
Meets every Wednes-
day, 5:30 p.m. Madi-

son Valley Baptist 
Church

Yoga, Virginia City
Gentle yoga with An-
drea Frederick at 5:30 

p.m. at the library.

Farmers' market, Ennis
From 5-7 p.m. in the 
Elementary School 

parking lot.

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF EA. 

MONTH
NO meetings June, 

July or August.

MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis

SECOND THURS OF EA. 
MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Val-
ley Manor SunRoom

Farmers' market, 
Sheridan

From 4:30-6:30 p.m. in 
the Main Street Park.

Children's Story & 
Craft Time Elementary 

kids, Virginia City
Every Thursday at 
10:30 a.m. at the 

Thompson Hickman 
Library.

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come 

play tennis at the 
Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All levels 
welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 
a.m. Madison Valley 
Public Library.  682-

7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts 
live music in the tast-
ing room, 5:30 p.m.. 

See the weekly ad on 
this page for perform-

ers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. 

SUNDAYS

Cowboy church, 
Nevada City

Service begins at 10 
a.m. 

Christensen
R e n t a l s

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by noon and return 
Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

Call for availability!
Fall Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

ChristensenChristensen
Landscape • Lawn & Garden

Home Improvement & Construction
Landscape • Lawn & Garden

Home Improvement & Construction
Landscape • Lawn & Garden

SHERIDAN
School Board Meeting

Tuesday, August 9
7 p.m.

Media Tech Center
Charles B. Murray Building

The Wooks 
Wednesday Aug 3rd

Ennis City Ramblers 
Thursday Aug 4th

Memphis Strange
Saturday Aug 6th

682-5553

Dinner
5 p.m. - 10 p.m.

HOURS: 

314 West Wallace | Virginia 
City | 406 843 5556

Reservations recommended

Dinner 6 nights a week
Closed Monday

Open through September
Live Music

Wells Fargo Steakhouse
Steaks & Rustic Italian 

Friday Nights
Dave Walker 

3793 US Hwy 287 N  
Cameron, MT  |  682-4555

August 20 
7-11 p.m.

Left for Dead

C a m e r o n ,  M o n t a n a

LIVE 
MUSICAt Peter T's Park, Ennis

10 am - 4 pm
 • JURIED ARTS AND CRAFTS

• LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
• DELICIOUS FOOD
• ART RAFFLE 

• 50/50 CASH RAFFLE
(drawings for both at 3:45 pm - 

do not need to be present to win)
• “MEET THE AUTHORS” BOOK SIGNING

• CHILDREN'S FACE PAINTING

Madison Valley 
Arts Festival

WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 3 

Speaker, Twin Bridges
Jody Sandru will present 

a program about the 
U.S. Supreme Court 

after having attended 
training and workshops 
earlier this summer at 

the Wagon Wheel cafe 
at noon.

THURSDAY
AUGUST 4 

BAH, Ennis
Business After Hours will 
be hosted by Berkshire 

Hathaway Home 
Services from 5 to 7pm.

FRIDAY
AUGUST 5 

Show, Virginia City
Trunk show of custom 

mixed metal with jeweler 
Cheryl DeGroot at the 

Dancing Buffalo Gallery 
at 6 p.m.

SATURDAY
AUGUST 6 

Karaoke, Virginia City
Karaoke and toga 

party at the Bale of Hay 
beginning at 9 p.m.

Pony Days, Pony
Celebrate the 150th year 
of Pony with breakfast, a 
parade and much more. 
The fun begins at 9 a.m. 

and runs all day.

Tent sale, Ennis
True Value Annual Tent 

Sale and Regressive 
Dutch Auction begins at 

8 a.m.

BBQ and concert, 
Sheridan

Ruby Valley Healthcare 

Foundation BBQ and 
concert featuring Rob 

Quist at the Ruby Valley 
Bed and Breakfast off 

Hwy 287. BBQ at 5-6:30 
p.m. Concert at 7 p.m.

SUNDAY
AUGUST 7 

Beer fest, Virginia City
Bale Beer Fest under the 

big tent at the Bale of 
Hay Saloon beginning at 

noon.

Rally, Virginia City
Travel the early roads of 
Montana during the Road 

Agent Rally beginning 
at 10 a.m. Call Jack at 
843-5933 for more 

information.

MONDAY
AUGUST 8 

Meeting, Ennis
School board budget 

and regular meeting at 5 
p.m.

TUESDAY
AUGUST 9 

Program, Ennis
The Ennis Arts 

Association will hold a 
program at the Madison 

Valley Public Library 
featuring Ken Hall at 

10:30 a.m.
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