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Turn to SNOWPACK on pg. 2

Snowpack percentages in area near or above normal 
Abigail Dennis

The Madisonian
a.dennis@madisoniannews.com

It is a good year to live 
in Southwest Montana, ac-
cording to Lucas Zukiewicz, 
water supply specialist with 
the Natural Resources and 
Conservation Service. 

“The southwest part of the 
state has really been favored 
this year,” Zukiewicz said, 

talking about current snow-
pack conditions. “We got a lot 
early in the winter. Because 
of the way our mountains are 
oriented, when storms ap-
proach like they have been, 
we are favored – it’s a fl ow 
pattern we haven’t seen often 
in the last few years.”

Zukiewicz said precipi-
tation in the Jefferson and 
Madison river basins was 
down in January, but snow 

from earlier in the winter 
kept the basin percentages 
where they “need to be.”

Zukiewicz pays close at-
tention to Montana’s snowpack 
because most of the annual 
streamfl ow in the area origi-
nates as snowfall that accu-
mulates high in the mountains 
during winter and early spring. 

According to the Feb. 1 
Water Supply Outlook report, 
“as the snowpack accumulates, 

hydrologists estimate the runoff 
that will occur when it melts.”

Jefferson River Basin
The Jefferson River Basin 

encompasses the Big Hole, 
Beaverhead and Ruby riv-
ers, and impacts the western 
half of Madison County. This 
year, the Jefferson River Basin 
started the new year above 

Moore Creek culvert construction behind schedule
Abigail Dennis

The Madisonian
a.dennis@madisoniannews.com

Construction is fi nally rolling 
on the Moore Creek culverts 
near Main Street in Ennis. 

“We did some exploratory 
excavation to uncover water lines 
and fi ber optic lines (near First 
Street and Main Street),” said 
Dan Karlin, project manager with 
Great West Engineering. “That 
(fi ber optic) line feeds the whole 
town, all the way over to Alder 
… it was not where we thought 
it would be, and it was a lot 
shallower than we anticipated.”

Due to those hang ups, 
construction on replacing all 
eight of Moore Creek’s culverts 
as they pass through downtown 
Ennis was slowed, but is now 
back on track, Karlin explained. 

The contractors are still 
working on replacing the fi rst 

of eight total culverts. That 
culvert crosses Main Street 
west of First Street – the other 
seven culverts run southwest 
through town and eventually 
cross MT Highway 287 by the 
Mormon Church south of town.

The current culverts are too 
small for the volume of water and 
debris that fl ows in Moore Creek, 
Karlin said, explaining the need 
for the culvert replacement.

Since the fi rst culvert is the 
most complicated, it is being 
completed in three sections, com-
missioner Jim Hart added – he 
also said the contractor is work-
ing with 3Rivers Communica-
tions to ensure they have correct-
ly identifi ed the fi ber optic lines. 

“They won’t be tear-
ing up a whole lot at a time,” 
Karlin explained. “They’ll 
start on the downstream 
end by Pic-a-nic Basket and 
work toward Main Street.”

When the work reaches Main 
Street, the contractor will fi ll in 
the fi rst stretch before tearing 
up Main Street and putting in a 
detour for traffi c, Karlin added.

“When they fi nish with the 
work on (Main Street) they will 
fi ll it in,” he said. “It will be 
gravel there until spring, but 
people will be able to drive on 
it. Once the contractor has done 
that portion, he will move on to 
the area by Shedhorn (Sports).”

Karlin said the Main Street 
culvert was prioritized as the fi rst 
one to complete because it has 
the most impact on the town.

“This fi rst section has been 
the hardest,” Karlin said last 
Friday. “Power lines are in the 
way of the crane, but every-
thing will start moving quickly 
because they will be past that. 
By mid-week next week, they 
will be moving quicker.”

“They are likely a bit behind 

schedule, but that is understand-
able because this fi rst part of it 
is the most time consuming and 
diffi cult,” Hart added. “As they 
go upstream, it gets easier.”

Initially, the contractor 
planned to start in early No-
vember and break for the winter 
after completing the downtown 
culvert, but since the construc-

tion schedule was delayed, 
Karlin said work will most 
likely continue into the spring.

Turn to CULVERTS on pg. 2

Abigail Dennis/
The Madisonian
Construction 
on the fi rst 
Moore Creek 
culvert is 
underway near 
the intersection 
of First Street 
and Main 
Street in Ennis.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Madison County’s rivers and creeks like the Ruby River (pictured) should be in good standing during spring runoff thanks to early season snowpack.
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McAllister man dies in 
crash on Highway 84 

Abigail Dennis
The Madisonian

a.dennis@madisoniannews.com

Over the weekend, a 25-year-
old McAllister man died in a 
car crash on MT Highway 84 
just east of the Visser Road 
turnoff in Gallatin County.

At 11:15 a.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 6, Montana Highway Patrol 
trooper Bertie Lau received 
a call about a single vehicle 
crash on MT Highway 84.

“It happened near mile 
marker 23,” Lau said. “The 
vehicle was traveling west-

bound when the driver, for 
some reason, went off the road 
on the north side, overcor-
rected and went off the road 
on the left side and rolled over, 
down a steep embankment.”

The Gallatin County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce identifi ed the 
victim as Spencer Shrader. 

“We are still investigat-
ing the crash,” Lau said. “It’s 
likely he just drifted off the 
roadway and overcorrected. He 
was not wearing a seatbelt.”

Shrader was the only occu-
pant of the vehicle, Lau said. She 
added that he was ejected from 
his vehicle and died on-scene.

SNOWY, WET: 
Southwest Montana in good place

VIRGINIA CITY TOWN COUNCIL ENFORCES ORDINANCES ON PAGE A6
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How well do YOU know 
Madison County?

THIS WEEK’S CONTEST 
IS SPONSORED BY 

Shovel & Spoon
Sheridan, MT

and
Maple’s Coffee

Ennis, MT

NEW RULE: This week, we’re trying to even the playing fi eld. We 
will only accept guesses after Friday, Feb. 12 at 9 a.m. That way, 

all of Madison County has a chance to check out the paper !

Jon Fossel was our lucky 
winner last week! He knew 
this was Jack Creek. Jon, 
head on over to Maple’s 
Coffee for your prize!

Okay, here’s a tricky one. Who can 
name this Madison County road? 

Call 682-7755 AFTER 9 a.m. on 
Friday, Feb. 12 with your guess!

normal, and received enough 
snowfall in January to remain 
above normal as of Feb. 1. 

“Like the rest of the state, the 
region was plagued by mostly 
dry conditions during the fi rst 
two weeks but western fl ow 
mid-month and southwest fl ow 
during the third week helped to 
stop the decline in basin snow-
pack percentages,” the report 
states. “Currently all of the sub-
basins in the Jefferson are near 
to above average for (Feb. 1).”

As of Feb. 1, the Beaverhead 
River Basin was at 112 percent 
of normal, the Ruby River Basin 
was at 99 percent of normal 
and the Big Hole River Basin 
was at 115 percent of normal.

“There is more snow water 
in the basin than last year at 
this time, which is excellent 
news for water users in the 

basin,” the report continues.

Madison River Basin
The story is much the same 

on the east side of the Tobacco 
Root Mountains. The Madison 
River Basin benefi tted from 
early season snowpack that fell 
during November and Decem-
ber, and was able to remain 
near normal as of Feb. 1. 

“Shortly before the new 
calendar year began, high 
pressure set into the state 
which resulted in mostly dry 
conditions during the fi rst two 
weeks of the month,” the report 
states. “The major pattern shift 
mid-month marked a return to 
wetter conditions before a fi nal 
storm at the end of the month 
dropped up snow in the basin.”

The basin overall was at 
95 percent of normal as of 
Feb. 1, though that percent-
age ranged from 88 to 114 

depending on what SNO-
TEL sites were studied. 

Reservoirs
The reservoirs that serve 

Madison County are also in 
good shape as of Feb. 1. The 
Ruby Reservoir was at 110 per-
cent of normal, which is above 
average for this time of the year. 

“Continued snowfall, spring 
precipitation and wise water 
management will be needed to 
reach normal levels for sum-
mer use,” the report states. 

In the Madison Val-
ley, Hebgen Lake reported 
111 percent of normal as of 
Feb. 1, and Ennis Lake was 
at 97 percent of normal.

What to hope for
“A lot of the basins in the 

north part of the state get front-
loaded,” Zukiewicz said. “But 
as you move south and east in 

the state, the land gets more 
reliant on spring precipitation.”

According to the water sup-
ply report, early winter snowfall 
patterns tend to favor basins 
along and west of the Conti-
nental Divide, and late winter 
and spring tends to favor basins 
along and east of the divide. 

Because of that, March, 
April and May are considered 
“big months” in Southwest 
Montana and have a ma-
jor effect on streamfl ow.

“I would like to see contin-
ued normal snow for the next 
few months,” Zukiewicz said. 
“And precipitation through the 
spring. And then just a wet sum-
mer … We are ahead of where 
we were this time last year, but 
considering how we ended up 
during runoff last year, we want 
to keep accumulating more.”

Courtesy Natural Resources 
Conservation Service
The Jefferson River Basin 
(in blue) had the highest 
percentage of normal for 
snowpack, shown on this map.

“They will most likely 
just keep moving on it,” he 
said. “Since we’re already 
this far along in the season.” 

The money

The project is being primar-
ily funded through a Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency grant. According to a 
FEMA letter, they are funding 
$1,143,601.12, and the county 
is required to provide a 25 

percent match – $381,200.38.
Hart said some of that 

$381,200.38 is being funded 
by a Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation 
grant and a Montana Depart-
ment of Transportation grant. 

Since the county has already 
committed money to the project 
for planning and engineering, 
Hart said they are only still 
responsible for around $30,000.

“It will be a combina-
tion of fi nances and in-kind 
contributions,” he said.

CULVERTS from pg. 1



Thank you for your dedication!

Keep up the good work!
~ The Madisonian

Thank you for your dedication!Thank you for your dedication!
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MORE NEWS:

volunteer
spotlight

Caitlin Avey
The Madisonian 

news@madisoniannews.com

Kathy Flick has been in the Ruby Val-
ley for almost 33 years. For those 33 years, 
Flick has done her part to give back to the 
community in more ways than one.

When she moved to the valley in 1983, 
Flick taught at the Alder School for seven 

years, three of which she spent as the kin-
dergarten teacher and four as the kindergar-
ten and fi rst-grade teacher. She even taught 
some preschool classes in the afternoons.

Flick, along with the other kindergarten 
teachers in the valley, saw a need for a designated 
preschool, and so with her training in early child-
hood education and her love for kids, she helped 
start the Ready Set Grow Preschool in Sheridan.

“We did pretty good with kids,” 
Flick said regarding class sizes. “It was 
a need in the community so I asked my 
church and we started planning it.”

The school fi rst operated in the house next 
to Bethel United Methodist Church and moved 

into its current location in Bethany Hall af-
ter an addition was added to the building.

“When we planned the addition, we planned it 
with the preschool in mind,” said Flick, who helped 
form a committee to see the project through.

With the preschool complete, Flick set off 
on a new project – one she still heads today.

Flick has spent the last 20 or so years as the 
site coordinator for the Ruby Valley Blood Drive.

“I do all the calling and make appointments,” 
said Flick, who joined the hospital auxiliary, 
which sponsors the blood drive, in 1987. 

She also enlisted the help of local 4H 
groups and the high school Family, Career, 
Community Leaders of America to make 
cookies to give to people donating.

“It’s nice because it works as a com-
munity service project for kids to provide 
cookies for the blood drive,” Flick said.

Being able to give back is something impor-
tant to Flick – she also serves as president of the 
Patchwork Pals Quilt Guild, a group of residents 
from around the community who donate quilts to 
different charities and groups around the valley.

In her free time Flick has taken to a 
life of travel and has been all over the state 
and country within the last fi ve years. 

“A group of four of us fl oated the Colorado 
River and did some rough camping about fi ve years 
ago,” Flick said with a smile of accomplishment.

While she enjoys traveling, Flick said 
she does not like to travel alone – so she 
joined the Global Grannies, a group of dedi-
cated travelers looking to enjoy new experi-
ences without having to travel alone.

“We have a good time,” she said.

KATHY FLICK: 
Giving the gift of life

Hi readers,
First of all, we need your help! Last week, our sta	  went on a 

short retreat to the Sacajawea Inn to organize submissions for the 
Montana Newspaper Association’s Better Newspaper Contest. 

We spent the evening combing through every issue of � e 
Madisonian from 2015 and selecting some of our favorite stories, 
layouts, advertisements and photos. In the next few weeks, we will 
narrow down those favorites to the best of the best and submit 
them to the contest to be judged. In June, we � nd out the results! 
Last year we placed among the top three in eight categories and 
got one � rst place. We’re hoping to do even better this year! 

So here’s our plea. If there was a story that stood out to you, a 
photo that made you look twice, or an ad that made you want to call 
the business right away, please let us know! Give us a call (682-7755) 
or email me (editor@madisoniannews.com) so we know what caught 
your attention in 2015. � at way we can consider it for submission! 

I do have something embarrassing to admit about our sta	  
retreat – and no, it’s not about the amusing antics of my coworkers. 
� ough I was only away for one night, I desperately missed my dog! 

If you’ve read any of my past columns, or if you follow me on 
Instagram (@abigaildennis), then you know how much I adore 
Calamity Jane. She’s a year and a half old and the cutest chocolate 
lab I’ve ever seen. She is my constant companion and my best 

buddy. Whether I’m spending the day in the car, hiking, � shing 
or just relaxing on the couch, she’s always within arm’s reach. I 
con� de in her about everything and she really listens, I promise! 

Where I grew up, people don’t connect with their dogs the way 
Montanans do. In inner city Kansas City, dogs stay home during 
the day and are often kenneled while owners run errands. They 
are walked on leashes or let out in fenced-in backyards. I’m so 
happy Jane and I live in rural Montana.  She grew up in my car 
and is great on road trips. I’ve leashed her a few times – like 
when we take walks in town – but, she is free to roam when we 
hike and I think it’s made her a better listener … and obey-er. 
I’m comfortable letting her out in my yard to sniff and explore 
without a tether because I trust her, and I trust our community.

In Montana, many dogs have a purpose other than 
being a pet. Cow dogs work on ranches. Bird dogs retrieve 
ducks, geese, pheasants and grouse. Jane is still young and 
inexperienced, but I’m convinced she’s going to become a 
� rst-rate shed hunting dog because she loves � nding deer antlers. 
And if she doesn’t get the shed hunting thing down, we already 
know she makes a great couch potato and foot warmer.

Abigail 

Showcasing our best
… And days spent with (wo)man’s best friend

MOUNTAIN GOATS IN MADISON COUNTY
Hunter harvest provides information about species in Tobacco Roots, Snowcrests

Abigail Dennis
The Madisonian

a.dennis@madisoniannews.com

For the 2015 hunting season, there were 
three either-sex mountain goat permits avail-
able for the Tobacco Root Mountains and three 
more available for the Snowcrest Mountains.

“(In the Tobacco Roots), this quota has been 
set at three since the 2009 season, when it was 
reduced from 15,” explained Dean Waltee, Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife and Parks wildlife biologist. 

Last year, all three Tobacco Root 
permit holders harvested a male 
goat, Waltee wrote in a release.

“(It was) the fourth consecutive year that 
each permit holder harvested a goat,” the 
release continued. “The average age of har-
vested goats was 5.2 years – equal to the 
observed average in 2014 and 10 percent 
below the long-term average of 5.8 (years).”

The three hunters reported hunting a total 
of 19 days and during that time they ob-
served 39 goats – 27 adults and 12 kids, which 
is an adult to child ratio that is 29 percent 
higher than what was observed in 2014. 

“All three harvests occurred in the south-
ern (portion) of the mountain range,” Waltee 
wrote. “Since 2007, harvest has been well 
distributed throughout the mountain range.”

Waltee surveyed the Tobacco Roots for 
mountain goats via helicopter in 2014 and 2015.

“My 2015 efforts showed a minimum of 27 

goats – relative to a long-term average of 55. I 
observed a ratio of 35 kids: 100 adults – rela-
tive to a long-term average of 22,” Waltee said. 
“These surveys indicate a population decline 
since they were last surveyed close to 10 years 

ago.  Without continued survey data, I don’t 
have a good understanding of when this oc-
curred or what the causes were.  I hope to build 
a better understanding of mountain goat trends 
by returning to annual surveys, and increased 
communication with mountain goat hunters 

and locals that spend time observing goats.

In the Snowcrest
The Snowcrest permit quota has 

been set at three since 2009 as well. 

“All three permit holders harvested a 
male goat last year – the fourth consecu-
tive year that each permit holder harvested 
a male goat,” Waltee said. “The average 
age of harvested goats was 6.8 years – 24 
percent higher than 2014 and 19 percent 

above the long-term average of 5.7.”
Two of the goats were harvested on Hog-

back Mountain and one was harvested in 
the head of Jug Creek, Waltee explained. 

The Snowcrest goat popula-
tion is more stable than the popula-
tion in the Tobacco Root Mountains.

“I observed 48 goats during my survey 
effort last fall,” he said. “This is right at the 
(long-term average) for the district. Of the 48 
observed goats, 35 were adults and 13 were 
kids … All seems to be functioning well in 
terms of mountain goats in the Snowcrest.

Moving forward
Waltee said he plans to contact peo-

ple who hold Tobacco Root permits prior 
to hunting season in years to come.

“Part of this discussion will focus on at-
tempting to harvest males for the time be-
ing,” Waltee said. “In terms of permit quotas, 
I have heard from individuals that want the 
quota increased and those that want it left at 
its current conservative level. I will commit 
to looking closer at goats moving forward, but 
will not draft and sign a justification for a quota 
increase until I have data that indicates that is 
a sound and sustainable recommendation.”

Waltee said he is interested in hearing 
about any mountain goat observations in the 
Tobacco Roots and Snowcrest mountains. 

“I need the total number observed, num-
ber of kids and adults if possible, location of 
observation and observation date,” he said.

DISTRICT COURT ROUND UP
Abigail Dennis

The Madisonian
a.dennis@madisoniannews.com 

Pappa given deferred sentence
Steven Pappa appeared at the Madi-

son County Courthouse before Judge Loren 
Tucker on Feb. 8 for a sentencing hearing.

The state, represented by Deputy County 

Attorney Justin Ekwall, charged Pappa with 
criminal possession of dangerous drugs, in 
relation to an April 14, 2015, incident.

“ … (Pappa) possessed a dangerous 
drug, to-wit: the defendant possessed am-
phetamines and/or methamphetamines,” 
according to court documents. 

According to state law, the maximum pen-
alty for criminal possession of dangerous 

drugs, a felony, is imprisonment in the state 
prison for a term not to exceed fi ve years or a 
fi ne not to exceed $50,000 or both. However, 
a person convicted of a fi rst violation is pre-
sumed to be entitled to a deferred imposition 
of sentence of imprisonment, the law states.

Pappa pleaded guilty to the charge. 
Prior to sentencing, Judge Tucker 

asked Ekwall and Pappa’s attorney, Vic-

tor Bunitsky, for their recommendations.
“He has no criminal history pri-

or to this offense,” Ekwall stated. 
Both Ekwall and Bunitsky recommended 

sentencing follow a plea agreement they drew up 
that suggested a three year deferred sentence.

Judge Tucker agreed, and gave Pappa 
a three year deferred sentence and did 
not order Pappa to pay any fi nes. 

Photo courtesy Dean Waltee
A mountain goat in the Tobacco Root Mountains in 2015.
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Any submissions to our paper, including photos or content, may 
be used in any of our print and digital products.

The Madisonian does not enforce the viewpoints or 
statements of those who submit letters to the editor. 
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Dear Editor,

The short answer is, you do 
not. Longtime residents of Jef-
ferson Valley recently became 
aware of this when 300 big black 
oil tanker railroad cars rolled into 
their rural neighborhood, turning it 
into an industrial zone. Additional 
cars totaling 750 are expected.

Dennis Washington, founder 
of Washington Companies, owns 
Montana Rail Link, which has 
railroad track spur from Whitehall to 
Sheridan. Much of the track has not 
been used since 2001. For 15 years 
the track has set idle, deteriorating.  

Washington contracted with 
a large oil company (believed to 
be Shell Oil although MRL is not 

talking) for the purpose of renting 
storage space for railroad cars on 
this rural stretch of track in Madison 
County. These oil tankers cost about 
$125,000 each, eventually totaling 
about $100 million in inventory.

Unfortunately, nobody 
knows how long the oil tanker 
cars will be stored here.  

What if Madison County or 
Montana Departments of Trans-
portation parked maintenance 
equipment on a road right in front 
of your house? I imagine you 
would be outraged since roads 
are intended for transportation, 
not for equipment parking lots. 

MRL argues it is their rail-
road, they can do what they want. 
MDT could argue the same.

Railroad cars should be stored 
in an industrial train yard. There 
must be laws regulating train yard 
safety. Is MRL skirting these laws 
by parking oil tankers on rural 
stretches of track? Are they hiding 
rail cars in wooded areas while 
compromising our wildlife corridors 
and lowering our land values?

These railroad cars service the 
Bakken oil fi eld, which is a highly 
fl ammable crude oil with a fl ash 
point of 73.4 degrees Fahrenheit. 
MRL has told local residences 
that cars are empty. However, an 
empty oil tanker car may have a 
few to 200 gallons of oil, slowly 
evaporating, fi lling the tanks with 
highly volatile vapor. I question 
the wisdom of locating volatile gas 

fi lled balloons near highly fl am-
mable juniper trees and within dense 
hunting areas. Nearby houses have 
already been hit by stray gunfi re. 

Wildfi res frequently jump 
the Jefferson River, casting hot 
embers into the notorious Silver 
Star wind, igniting trees and grass 
quite a distance from the original 
fi re, creating a fi re situation that 
is very hard to control. Are our 
volunteer rural fi re departments 
trained to fi ght these fi res when oil 
tanker railroad cars are involved? 

Jeanne Elpel
Silver Star

How do you stop a train?

Dear Editor,

Since the town commission’s 
vote to modify the proposed design 
of sidewalks in the vicinity of the 
“Y” in Ennis, there have been 
several letters to the editor. These 
letters express dismay about the 
commissions’ diffi cult decision to 
eliminate a portion of the sidewalk 
project labeled section three.  

To improve understanding of 
the commission’s decision, please 
study the original grant application, 
the commission’s vote in support 
of the grant, the contract provisions 
between Montana Department of 
Transportation and the town, the 
project plans provided in mid-
December 2015, the existing traffi c 

patterns, letters from the school sys-
tem and additional letters and project 
input from all business owners along 
the proposed alignment of section 
three (all documents should be avail-
able at town hall). These are the doc-
uments that the town commission 
had available to base their decision.

The following considerations 
were not apparent at the time of the 
grant application. Grant applications 
contain few design details. At the 
time the town commission voted to 
sponsor the grant application, the 
commission unanimously voted in 
support of the grant but reserved 
the right to change the project once 
design details were developed.  

The proposed alignment of 
section three mandates that all 

traffi c exiting U.S. Highway 287 
cross over the sidewalk to gain 
access to the businesses (unlike 
parking in the downtown area).  
Please consider the need to have all 
trucks and cars back over (or turn 
around over) these same portions 
of the sidewalk when leaving these 
businesses. Please consider that 
deliveries require semi trucks to 
park over the proposed sidewalk.  

Please consider Sugar High 
already has an ADA compliant 
sidewalk in front of the building. 
This project requires the addition 
of a second parallel sidewalk that is 
about 16 feet away. This sidewalk 
also limits the handicap parking in 
front of Sugar High. These parking 
spaces (as well as all along sec-

tion three) have existed for over 
35 years but share common areas 
with the proposed sidewalk. 

The issues associated with the 
commission’s decision have been 
communicated with the designer 
and MDT since January 2015. This 
was not a spontaneous decision by 
the commission on Jan. 14, 2016.

We all believe in appropri-
ate and safe sidewalks but not 
all proposed sidewalks are 
truly appropriate or safe for the 
specifi c conditions that exist.

John and Shannon Heckler
Ennis

Please take time to consider – 
Ennis sidewalks

Dear Editor,

There is a lot of misinformation 
out there regarding the sidewalk 
project in Ennis. The town commis-
sion is not against sidewalks by any 
means, 75 percent of this project is 
moving forward under the Montana 
Department of Transportation grant 
after all and we are working on the 
rest. Everyone loves conspiracy 
theories, but the real issue at hand 
is the MDT design could have 
been done better in a few areas.

A lot has been done since last 
month to really improve the project. 

A large section is being added to ex-
tend the sidewalks beyond the north 
crosswalk on U.S. Highway 287 up 
to the hospital emergency room. A 
plan is underway to complete the 
sidewalk section from Pearl Street 
to Deemo’s Meats. The crosswalk 
on north U.S. Highway 287 is being 
upgraded from the last set of plans.

The remaining bits of this 
represent a lot of special cases that 
need to be looked at. When we plan 
town infrastructure we have to take 
the long view of 20, 30 and even 50 
years into the future. The design 
MDT developed was defi cient 

in a lot of areas, most of which 
because they were constrained to 
stay within their right-of-way.

The plan on the west side of the 
highway did not follow MDT’s own 
guidelines in several places (right at 
the intersection, NAPA, etc.) That 
is a liability problem and also a real 
safety issue. That can be remedied 
by adjustments to move some of it 
on to private property, but MDT is 
not able to do that. The solution is 
to develop that a different way. It 
should be noted a small area on the 
east side also does not follow MDT’s 
guidelines, but the traffi c patterns 

are completely different in that area.  
A large section of the project, 

Williams Street to the hospital, was 
upgraded from asphalt sidewalks to 
concrete. Asphalt simply does not 
hold up as well and one look at the 
Madison Valley Manor parking lot 
will show what fi ve years of wear 
and tear will do. In a town that has 
not been able to afford basic street 
maintenance for the past 20 years, 
we need a long-term solution.

Brian Vincent
Town commissioner

Ennis

Misinformation about sidewalks

OBITUARIES

Spencer Joseph Shrader, 
25, of McAllister, passed 
away Saturday, Feb. 6, 
2016, in a car accident.

He was born July 19, 1990, 
in Loveland, Colo., to Joseph 
and Angela Shrader. At a 
young age his family moved to 
Madison County. Growing up 
in Madison County, he enjoyed 
anything outside, being with 
dogs, horses and hunting. He 
also played youth hockey.

He was educated in Madi-
son County; after earning his 
high school diploma, he worked 
at the Valley Garden Ranch, 
Haycamp Ranch, then went to 
the Bakken oilfi elds working 

for Pioneer Energy and Nomak 
Drilling. He was working for 
High Mountain Excavation in 
Big Sky at the time of his death.

Spencer loved spending time 
with his family and especially his 
nephews, he loved playing with 
them and teaching them how 
to build stuff. He also loved his 
Australian shepherd dog Bailee.

Spencer will be remembered 
for always being willing to help 
anyone; he loved people and was 
a big hugger. His happiest times 
were working on the ranches.

He was preceded in death 
by his grandmother. Survivors 
include his parents Joe and 
Angie of McAllister; brother and 
sister-in-law Jordan and Mer-
issa Shrader; nephews Landyn 
and Wyatt; and soon to be born 
niece Kinslee, all of Belgrade.

Spencer’s funeral ser-
vice was 2 p.m., Wednesday, 
Feb. 10, 2016, at Dahl Fu-
neral Chapel in Bozeman.

Condolences and memories 
may be shared with the fam-
ily at www.dahlcares.com.

Spencer Joseph Shrader
July 19, 1990 – February 6, 2016

David passed away at his 
home in McAllister with his wife 
Elisabeth, sons Chris and David, 
grandson Gabe and his beloved 
sister LeeAnn at his side. He 
was born in Klamath Falls, 
Ore., to Peggy Lee Reavis and 
Walter Eschebeck. David was 
raised on a cattle ranch in Stan-
fi eld, Ore., and attended Herm-
iston High School, where he was 
a star basketball player and made 

the OSAA All State Basketball 
Team in 1960, the fi rst in the his-
tory of Hermiston High School.

David attended Colorado 
State University on a basket-
ball scholarship and pursued 
his lifelong desire to become a 
veterinarian. He later received his 
master’s degree in public health 
from the University of Michigan. 
David married Sherrill Hess 
after college and joined the Air 
Force. He was stationed in Tokyo, 
Tacoma, Wash., Ann Arbor, 
Mich., San Antonio, Texas, and 
Honolulu, H.I. While in Tokyo, 
he supervised and cared for the 
sentry dogs and traveled exten-
sively to Vietnam to oversee 
their care. During those years, 
David and Sherrill had three 
children, Chris, Jill and David. 

David retired from the Air 

Force in 1979 and established a 
successful veterinary practice 
in McMinnville, Ore. There 
he married his second wife, 
Elisabeth Hermsen. In 1996, 
David sold his practice and 
moved to his ranch outside 
of McAllister, where le lived 
out his life doing what he 
loved: hunting, fi shing, travel-
ing, visiting his children and 
grandchildren and farming, as 
he had always done. David was 
blessed with movie star good 
looks and a personality to match. 
He made friends wherever in 
the world he went and was much 
loved by them and his family.

David and Elisabeth were very 
involved with the Child’s Passport 
to Health, a foundation that spon-
sors children from third would 
countries who have medical 

defi ciencies and need to be house 
and cared for in the United States 
while undergoing treatment. 
During the course of their par-
ticipation in the foundation, they 
provided a home and care for 
eight children at varying times. 

David is predeceased by his 
mother, Peggy Lee Mann; father 
Walter Eschebeck; stepfather 
Irvin Mann; his fi rst wife 
Sherill; and his only daughter, 
Jill Thornton. He is survived by 
his wife Elisabeth; sons Chris 
(Tracey) and David (Kari); 
brother Linc (Pat); sisters LeeAnn 
(Don), Julie Eubanks (Mark) 
and Debbie Buhler (Jamie).

There will be a private 
service this summer. Dona-
tions can be made to the Child’s 
Passport to Health – www.
achildspassporttohealth.com.

David Reavis Mann, DVM
December 19, 1941 – February 2, 2016
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& sports:
BATTLE OF THE BIG CATS
Harrison Wildcats, Sheridan Panthers face off

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Sheridan’s Kenny Foster (21) puts up a three-pointer against the Wildcats.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Alexis Woirhaye (20) navigates past Harrison’s Josie Hokanson (15).

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
MaKenna Livezey pulls up for a quick jumper and scores two points.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Daly Nesbit (22) charges toward the basket in the first quarter of the game.

Abigail Dennis
The Madisonian

a.dennis@madisoniannews.com 

Cross-county rivals – Har-
rison and Sheridan – clashed 
in the Harrison gym on Feb. 
6 for a night of purple-themed 
basketball. Both schools 
have cat mascots, Wildcats 
and Panthers, and both claim 
purple as their school color. 

Up first, both lady cat teams 
took the floor, and Harrison came 
out on top. Next on deck was boys 
varsity, and the story was much 
the same as Harrison got the win.

Girls basketball
The Lady Wildcats started 

strong, outscoring the Panthers 
22 – 2 in the first quarter alone. 
Addie Nesbit, Taya DeFrance, 
Makenna Livezey and Josie 
Hokanson were all able to get on 
the scoreboard in the first few 
minutes of play, and for Sheridan, 
only Alexis Woirhaye con-
nected with the basket for two.

“I was happy that we started 
strong and that we got every-
one involved,” said Harrison’s 
head coach Zach Dyk. “I was 
pleased with our rebound-
ing and defensive effort.”

The Wildcats worked hard on 
defense and held Sheridan to four 
points at the end of the first half. 

Coming out of the gate at the 
second, however, Sheridan found 
a rhythm and with three minutes 
left in the third quarter, Woirhaye 
knocked down a three pointer. 

The Panthers played with 
renewed vigor in the fourth quar-
ter and outscored the Wildcats 
by five points. Sheridan’s girls 
started boxing out and snag-

ging rebounds, but they could 
not stop the Wildcats from 
connecting with the basket. 

Then after a steal and fast 
break from Janie Smart that 
resulted in two points, the Pan-
thers went on a run, scoring five 
points in a minute while hold-
ing Harrison to one field goal.

Hokanson put an end to that 
with a steal and an easy layup, 
which brought the score to 51 – 15 
with 2:30 left in the game. Smart 
returned the favor, capitalizing 
on a Panther steal with a three 
pointer and the score was 51 – 18, 
where it stayed until the buzzer.

“We’re getting healthy just 
in time and we’re starting to 
understand our roles,” Dyk said. 
“I expect a great week of practice 
and then some good games to 
close out the regular season.”

Hokanson ended the game 
with 19 points to lead the Wild-
cats. Her teammates Nesbit, 
DeFrance, Hailey Hokanson 
and Livezey also contributed 
to the team’s final score.

Woirhaye was the Panthers’ 
top scorer with nine points. 
Smart ended the game with five 
and both Amanda Grow and 
Tionna Schwend scored two.

Boys basketball
Though the Panthers con-

trolled the tip, their success was 
short-lived when Daly Nesbit 
stole the ball and took it down the 
court for a layup to put Harrison 
on the scoreboard first. The Pan-
thers were undeterred, however, 
and Tristen Horn knocked down 
a three-pointer on the next play.

The first few minutes of play 
followed that vein – Harrison’s 
Parker Galt scored a field goal 

and Horn returned fire. The 
Wildcats slowly started pull-
ing away, capitalizing on steals, 
and the first quarter ended 
with Harrison up, 22 – 9. 

The second quarter was much 
the same – though the Panthers 
scored on numerous posses-
sions, they were unable to keep 
up with the Wildcats’ speed and 
size, and Harrison continued to 
pull away. The teams entered 
the locker room at halftime 
with the Wildcats up, 43 – 17. 

After the half, it took the 
Panthers awhile to find their 
rhythm, but by the fourth quarter 
they were firing on all cylinders. 
Five of Sheridan’s players scored 
in the final quarter of the game – 
the Panthers scored 17 points to 
Harrison’s three and cut down on 
their deficit. As the clock wound 
down, however, it was too late 
and the Wildcats won, 65 – 39.

Harrison had an impres-
sive nine players score dur-
ing the game. Galt, Nesbit 
and Matt Fouch ended the 
night with double figures – 14, 
12 and 12, respectively. 

For the Panthers, Horn led 
the charge and ended the game 
with 20 points. Moxon Lee 
scored six points, Moritz Rem-
mert and Kenny Foster each 
scored four, Isaac Bendon and 
Tyler Haag each scored two 
and Isaiah Galiger scored one.

“The kids played hard 
but we need to play for all 32 
minutes,” said Sheridan coach 
Chad Elser. “We came out slow 
in the first half but the play-
ers regrouped at half time and 
came out with more intensity.”

UP NEXT: 
Harrison plays Manhattan Christian on Feb. 11 and Shields Valley on Feb. 13. Sheridan plays Ennis on Feb. 12 and 

Twin Bridges on Feb. 13. The following week, both teams will travel to Manhattan Christian for the district tournament.
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TOURNAMENT TIME
Pond hockey enthusiasts converge on Virginia City

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Thirteen hockey teams from around Southwest Montana traveled to Virginia City on Feb. 6 to play 25 total games.

Photo courtesy Amy Kelley
The Pigeons from Big Sky took home the coveted pond hockey trophy.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Peter Kelley takes advantage of a break between games to practice his hockey skills.

Abigail Dennis
The Madisonian

a.dennis@madisoniannews.com 

ENNIS
The Mustangs and Lady 

Mustangs hit the road on 
Feb. 4 and traveled to Boul-
der. The following night they 
returned to their home gym 
and welcomed Shields Valley.

Ennis at Boulder
The Mustangs were unable 

to topple Boulder, and lost on 
the road, 39 – 50. Jake Knack 
had a standout game with 23 
points. Gavin McKitrick also 
scored in double fi gures with 
12, and Ty Morgan contrib-
uted four to the team’s total.

The Lady Mustangs lost 
in a one-point heartbreaker to 
Boulder, 30 – 31. Caitlin Klatt 
scored nine points, Brigit Croy 
scored eight, MaKenzie Moen 
scored fi ve, Danika Philpott 

scored four, Amanda Kim-
mey scored three and Danyel 
Martin contributed one.

Shields Valley at Ennis
As of press time Tuesday, 

scores and statistics for the 
boys game were not made 
available to The Madisonian.

Though Shields Valley had 
an impressive fourth quarter, 
the Lady Mustangs were able 
to hold onto their early lead and 
won the game, 52 – 47. Danyel 
Martin and Jourdain Klein led 
the team with 14 and 13 points, 
respectively. Caitlin Klatt scored 
eight, Danika Philpott  and 
MaKenzie Moen each scored 
six, Amanda Kimmey had 
three and Lexi Lindemulder 
and Brigit Croy each added 
a point to the team’s total.

HARRISON
The Wildcats played two 

games this week, fi rst they went 

up against the Lima Bears on 
Feb. 5. The following night, 
the Wildcats played the Sheri-
dan Panthers at home (see a 
feature on the game on A5). 

Lima at Harrison
The Wildcats beat the Bears 

by nine points, 52 – 43. Daly 
Nesbit and Lane Buus each had 
10 points, while Zan Von-
Bergen and Parker Galt each 
scored nine. Chas Buus added 
seven to the team’s total. Matt 
Fouch and Derik DeFrance 
also scored in the game.

It was all about the Lady 
Wildcats on Feb. 5 – the girls 
won, 45 – 19. Josie Hokanson 
led the team with 13 points, 
followed closely by Taya De-
France who had 11. MaKenna 
Livezey and Addie Nesbit each 
scored eight. Hailey Hokan-
son scored four and Alexys 
Bacon contributed one.

SHERIDAN

The Panthers were on the 
road last week – fi rst they 
traveled to West Yellowstone 
on Feb. 5 to take on the Wol-
verines. The following night 
they were in Harrison (see a 
feature on the game on A5). 

Sheridan at West Yellowstone
The Panthers found their 

rhythm in the second half of 
the game against the Wolver-
ines, but were unable to make 
up their fi rst half defi cit and 
lost, 54 – 66. Tristen Horn 
scored an impressive 36 points, 
34 of them in the second half 
of the game. Moxon Lee and 
Kenny Foster each scored 
fi ve, Tyler Haag scored four 
and Isaac Bendon and Isaiah 
Galiger scored two apiece. 

The Lady Panthers fell be-
hind the Lady Wolverines early 
on in the fi rst quarter, but rallied 
to make it a closer game in the 
second half. They ultimately 
lost, 17 – 44. Janie Smart scored 
eight, Tionna Schwend scored 

four, Madison Fabel scored 
three and Alexis Woirhaye 
added two to the team’s total.

TWIN 
BRIDGES
Manhattan Christian made 

the trip to Madison County on 
Feb. 5 to play the Falcons, who 
then welcomed West Yellow-
stone to the gym the next night.

Manhattan Christian 
at Twin Bridges

The Falcons eked out a win 
over the Eagles, 61 – 59. Tracen 
Eggers led the team with 22 
points. Wesley Harshbarger 
scored 12 and Chace Guinnane, 
James Bendon and Cooper 
Christensen each contrib-
uted nine to secure the win.

The Lady Falcons also 
battled it out to the end 
against Manhattan Christian 

and ultimately won, 55 – 52. 
Kailee Oliverson led the charge 
with 20 points. Mara Johnson 
scored nine, Brooke Schan-
delmeier had eight, Jessica 
George scored six, RaeAnne 
Bendon scored fi ve, Cassie Wil-
liams contributed four, Megan 
Martin scored two and Mady-
son Beagley had one point.

West Yellowstone at 
Twin Bridges

The Falcons soared to a win 
against West Yellowstone, 56 – 
18. Cooper Christensen was the 
high scorer with 11 points, but 
eight other Twin Bridges players 
scored during the match up.

It was all about the Lady 
Falcons on Feb. 6 – the girls 
beat West Yellowstone, 46 – 17. 
Kailee Oliverson scored 18 
points. RaeAnne Bendon con-
tributed eight, Madyson Beagley 
ahd seven and Michaela Madden 
scored four. Five other Lady 
Falcons scored during the game.

BASKETBALL ROUND UP

FOLLOWING CODE
Virginia City council continues sign ordinance discussion

Caitlin Avey
The Madisonian 

news@madisoniannews.com 

“Nothing is more important 
than our downtown district,” 
said councilman Scott Kel-
ley at the Feb. 4 Virginia City 
Town Council meeting.

During the meeting, coun-
cilmembers revisited the fact 
some businesses in town have 
signs that are not in compliance 
with the current sign ordinance. 
The issue was first brought 
to the council’s attention in 
December of 2015, when they 
received a written complaint 
regarding businesses that were 
using non-compliant f lags.

In order to keep with the 
historic nature of the town, the 
council put a sign ordinance 
in place in 1995, regulating all 
businesses and business owners 
follow set standards to resem-
ble Virginia City in the 1860s.  

“Inasmuch as Virginia City 
in its entirety is designated 
a national historic landmark, 
signage in all areas of the 
town shall ref lect a respect for 
its unique historic assets and 
complement its historic integ-

rity,” the sign ordinance states.
Since Virginia City gets 

more traffic during the sum-
mer, only a few businesses stay 
open in the winter. During the 
January meeting, the council 
and business owners clashed 
over the design of the f lags 
that were being used to “stop 
traffic” during the winter 
months and attract customers.

After much debate, the 
council agreed to work with 
winter businesses to create 
a compromise and design a 
f lag that met the town code as 
well as Historic Preservation 
Advisory Committee require-
ments. Elijah Allen, executive 
director of the Montana Heri-
tage Commission, offered to 
help with payment and design 
of any new signs or f lags. 

Mayor Scott Petersen said 
he met with business owners 
and they were open to the idea 
of a winter f lag, but said he 
wanted to help the businesses 
as well. Because Peterson al-
lowed business owners to con-
tinue f lying the f lags until the 
council could decide on a final 
design, some businesses contin-
ued to use non-compliant signs 

and f lags to attract business.
“I thought as long as they 

were working with me (on a 
design) that they could leave 
the f lags up for awhile – I 
guess not,” Petersen said later.

“I appreciate the council 
really trying to do a compro-
mise,” Allen said at the meet-
ing, emphasizing that MHC 
would pay to have new signs 
and f lags created. “But when 
(businesses) dismiss that, that’s 
when I ask the town step in.”

While some business own-
ers did remove their non-com-
pliant f lags, some did not, con-
tinuing to go against town code.

“This is a volunteer posi-
tion and we are doing what’s 
best for the town,” said Kel-
ley of his role on the council. 
“It’s a direct challenge of what 
little authority we have.”

Historic Preservation Of-
ficer Jeff MacDonald offered 
to help the council and busi-
nesses with designing compli-
ant signs, saying the town’s 
signs are “based in fact.”

“The history of the town 
is why we look at signs so 
intensely,” said MacDonald 
during the meeting, adding 

the town has access to his-
toric documents and photos 
to help guide and determine 
a “f lavor” for potentially 
compliant winter signs.

As of now, MHC has 
proposed a design that will 
first go through HPAC be-
fore being presented to the 
council for final approval 
at their next meeting. 

The town will also be send-
ing packets of information to 
all business owners regarding 
license renewals, which will 
include information regarding 
the sign ordinance and other 
various town codes. Businesses 
that are not in compliance 
with town codes are subject 
to fines and could ultimately 
lose their business license.

Other business
• Allen gave a report for 

MHC and spoke about the 
potential for MHC to extend 
their property line near the 

kid’s pond, located at the 
northwest end of town.

“Basically, we own five-
sixths of the land so we’re just 
going to be buy them out,” 
said Allen, adding Central 
City LLC, who owns one-sixth 
of the property, is worried 
about road liability with all 
the current construction to 
replace the pond’s dam. 

Allen and the MHC board 
are still in the beginning stages 
of the project and will hear a 
boundary realignment proposal 
at the end of March. Should 
the board approve the pro-
posal, it will be open to public 
comment and may be subject 
to the State Land Board.

“The intended purpose 
is to make the road on the 
backside of the pond and the 
train tracks 100 percent owned 
by the state,” said Allen. 

With the current con-
struction on the kid’s pond 
ongoing, Allen said the 

schedule has not changed and 
progress should continue. 

• Public works director 
Roger Williams gave a report 
regarding roads and the water 
and sewer system, focus-
ing on addressing the well 
water pressure at the north-
eastern end of the town. 

“There are difficult spots 
to develop with limited ac-
cess availability,” Williams 
said, regarding future devel-
opment and the tough ter-
rain and high elevation. 

Williams suggested talking 
with Great West Engineering to 
determine possible alternatives 
to the water pressure issue.

• The council passed a mo-
tion regarding research requests 
in the town offices to help 
recover cost and time lost by 
town employees. The council 
agreed on a $50 charge per 
hour spent by town employees 
researching data requests for 
members of the public and a 
$0.25 charge per page copied.

Want to read the sign ordinance for yourself?
Please contact the town hall at 843-5321.
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REAL ESTATE CORNER
Dive into the area’s real estate options!

BHHSMT.COM | ENNIS: 406.682.5002, 101 E MAIN ST | SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650, 118 S MAIN ST | TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686, 106 N MAIN ST
A member of the franchise system BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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We’re #1
In Sales*
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243 SALES
BHHSMT

107 SALES
COMPETITOR A

30 SALES
COMPETITOR B

Average Price

UP FROM $258,672

UP FROM $213,004

*as reported by the SWMLS in area 7MM and 7MR  
1/1/15 to 12/9/15

Beyond Words.
YOUR future 
              is OUR future.

THE MADISONIAN.  682-7755
Call to Subscribe or Advertise today.

155 Moores Creek

Dawn Myrvik
Broker

406.579.1298

Jessie Rice
Sales Associate
406.581.1001

Chris Murphy
Sales Associate
406.570.1555

All information contained herein is derived from sources deemed reliable, 
however, is not guaranteed by PureWest, Christie’s International Real Estate, 

Managing Broker, Agents or Sellers.

MLS # 204876
End of the road privacy on 20+/- acres backing to a 
large ranch. Start living the Montana Dream today in 
your log cabin with live water close to the quaint town 
of Ennis. Fish on your own private trout pond, gaze at 
the spectacular mountains from your wrap around deck 
or enjoy the luxury and cozy spaces in your updated, 
2300+/- SF cabin. Bring your horses and enjoy the best of 
Montana and the Madison Valley. Furnishings Negotiable.

3B/1/5B | 20 +/- Acres | $875,000www.PureWestProperties.com

FOR SALE

ERA Landmark
ARROW REAL ESTATE

406-682-4290
ERALandmark.com

Offices in Bozeman, Big Sky, Livingston & Ennis

DISTINCTIVE PROPERTIES

CUSTOM LOG HOME IN JEFFERS     

Rustic log home with high-end finishes, 3,000 SF, including 3 BR, 2.5 BA, office, inside/
outside stone Fireplace, party deck, 28’x50’ heated garage/shop, vintage cabin, and 
fenced orchard, all on 5 fenced acres bordering Channels Ranch.  A very private setting 
with mature landscaping and beautiful views.  Price includes furniture and furnishings.  
38 Cottonwood Lane, Jeffers.  $998,000 (MLS # 199572)

BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED HOME   

Top-quality home with spectacular views of the Madison River, valley & mountains, 
near great fishing, has 3,700 SF with 3 BR, 2 BA + a 1,400 SF unfinished basement, 
on 5+ fenced acres.  Beautiful landscaping surrounds this amazing home.  Tremendous 
value - motivated seller - make an offer!   25 Diamondback Road, Bullwheel.  $567,000 
(MLS# 203321)

406.580.6987  |  101 E. MAIN STREET, ENNIS, MT 59729  |  TANYA.MATSON@BHHSMT.COM

Playing in the dirt with 

my little brother at house 

on Fagin Street – 1981

With Grandma Evans at the Evans 
Ranch in Jeffers - 1977

on Fagin Street – 1981

Enjoying a sunny day at 
Ennis Lake – 1982

my little brother at house 
my little brother at house 

Marrying my husband, Gordy – 2000

Making memories with my 
daughter – 2015

Saddling up and ready to 

enjoy the Madison Valley 

back country with Brutus 

- 2012

My lifetime of memories in the Madison Valley started many years ago…

Tanya Matson
Sales Associate

Let me help you 
start yours!

 If you or your business work within the real estate industry, you may be able 
to contribute to the Real Estate Corner column at no charge! 

Simply submit an informational column - roughly 300 words - to 
s.hill@madisoniannews.com. 

Submissions must be accompanied by a headshot or company logo and accurate contact information.
Give Susanne a call if you need some help getting started - 682-7755.



Thursday, February 11, 2016A8

HOW WE WORK
Get a glimpse at how The Madisonian operates so you can engage

DEADLINES!
Our general deadline 
is 5 P.M. FRIDAY THE 
WEEK PRIOR TO THE 

PAPER IN WHICH 
you want your ad, 

submission, etc. 
included.

However, the 
holidays may cause 

some changes in our 
schedule.  Please 
be on the lookout 
for bright ads that 

will let you know of 
any schedule and 
deadline changes!

Our mission is to publish a distinguished and 
successful newspaper that serves the Madison 

Valley, Ruby Valley and surrounding areas. 
We will inform, enlighten and entertain our 

readers and meet the needs of our advertisers 
while promoting the interest of our readers 

and be a service to our community. 
We are committed to values of high performance, 

these values being: integrity, mutual respect and 
professionalism.

More so, we are a community paper. We exist to 
inform and celebrate Madison County, but we are 

also here to hold our county and state offi cials 
and institutions accountable to our residents. 

For us to do the best job we can, we need YOU. 
We want to hear what is important to you and 

we appreciate all news tips that come our way. 
Please send all submissions and ideas to Abigail 

at editor@madisoniannews.com, or give her a call 
at 682-7755.

Here are some tips about getting submissions printed 
in the paper. We have policies in place so we can 
operate fairly – and smoothly – and we want you all to 
understand them.
- We cannot guarantee any given submission will 
be printed in the paper. If you need a guarantee, or a 
guaranteed date of publication, your best bet is 
to purchase an advertisement. 
- We’re a newspaper, but we’re also a business. There 
is a fi ne line between community news and advertising 
– if you are promoting an event, a fundraiser, a 
meeting, a business, a service or an organization, it 
qualifi es as an advertisement. If you’re unsure whether 
or not your submission is advertising or news, contact 
Abigail (editor@madisoniannews.com) and she will 
explain everything.
- If you want to see something in the paper, you have 
to reach out. Don’t be frustrated if we aren’t covering 
the news you want – instead, call us! Let us know what 
interests you. Keep in mind, however, we are a small 
offi ce with a limited staff and we care about all of 
Madison County … it’s a lot of ground to cover. If we 
can’t make it to an event, don’t be discouraged. Snap a 
photo, write a caption and send it to Abigail 
(editor@madisoniannews.com) on your own!

Who to call?
CONSIDERING ADVERTISING? 
Reach out to Susanne Hill (s.hill@
madisoniannews.com), our sales 
director. 
CURIOUS ABOUT DESIGNING AN AD? 
That’s Erin Leonard (ads@
madisoniannews.com), our art 
director.
WANT TO TALK NEWS? COMMUNITY 
EVENTS? SPORTS? PHOTOGRAPHY? 
Abigail Dennis (editor@
madisoniannews.com) is your go-to. 
She is the editor.

Important policies
* Not all of The Madisonian’s policies are listed – if you have 
more questions on how we handle certain situations per our 
policies, please give us a call at 682-7755.
PRESS RELEASE POLICY
- The Madisonian staff will give all press releases full 
consideration, but ultimately retains the authority to 
determine whether or not to publish releases. 
- Content must be factual and objective.
- Content must not contain advertising language (such as, 
“call us now,” “buy tickets,” etc … Content must not include 
event information or pricing).
- Content may only be submitted and published once. 
- The Madisonian may edit submission for grammar and 
content. 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY
- The Madisonian encourages the opinions of readers on 
public issues and matters of local concern. Letters must 
be close to 350 words. Please include the writer’s name, 
address and phone number. 
- The Madisonian reserves the right to edit content for 
grammar, good taste and libel. We also reserve the right to 
reject or delay publications. 
- Content in the letter to the editor section of the paper does 
not refl ect The Madisonian’s own opinions.
- Announcements and letters of a commercial nature will not 
appear in this section.
Advertising policy
- The Madisonian accepts most advertising, but may turn 
away any advertisement for any reason. It is up to us to 
decide on placement and content acceptability. 
- Advertisements are not necessarily the opinion of or support 
by The Madisonian.
- Our client information is confi dential.

Advice from us to you

our mission

THE MADISONIAN
P.O. Box 365, Ennis, MT 59729

Phone 406-682-7755
Toll Free 1-888-238-7849  |  Fax: 406-682-5013

email: editor@madisoniannews.com

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Monday - Friday ~ 9 am - 5 pm - 

Call ahead to make sure we’re not out on a story - 
we want to make sure we’re available to you!

Abigail Dennis
Editor

editor@
madisoniannews.

com

Erin Leonard
Art Director, 
Co-publisher

ads@
madisoniannews.

com

Susanne Hill
Sales Director, 
Co-publisher

s.hill@
madisoniannews.

com

Caitlin Avey
Staff writer, 

Projects assistant
news@

madisoniannews.
com

have 
questions 
about our 

policies and 
operations?  

Read on!

Submitted by Tricia Hansen
AVP, Marketing Dept. Manager 

Stockman Bank

Ruby Valley Healthcare 
received a $15,000 dona-
tion from Stockman Bank. 
The contribution will 
be applied to the capital 
campaign effort to build a 
new healthcare facility, and 
fund new equipment and 
technology in Sheridan.

 Shane Puyear, branch 
manager of Stockman Bank 
in Dillon, recently pre-
sented Terry Todd, Ruby 
Valley Healthcare Foun-
dation capital campaign 
committee member and 

Julie Todd, Ruby Val-
ley Healthcare Founda-
tion board member with a 
check for the donation.

 The foundation’s capi-
tal campaign goal is $2.5 
million, and has already 
secured $1,837,642.37 
as of January 2016.

 In honor of their con-
tribution, Stockman Bank 
will have naming rights 
to the Community Coffee 
Room in the new facility.

 “It is truly gratifying to 
contribute to a project that 
will touch so many lives in 
and around Sheridan,” said 
Puyear. “I’m very excited 
Stockman Bank can be a 

part of this, as I know it will 
bring many great benefits to 
the Ruby Valley community.”

 Stockman Bank’s roots 
run deep in Montana. Since 
1953, they have been serv-
ing ag producers, local 
businesses and consumers 
with secure, competitive 
and convenient banking 
products. Stockman Bank 
supports strong education, 
health care and both eco-
nomic and cultural develop-
ment in the communities 
they serve. Supporting the 
Ruby Valley Hospital and 
Clinic is just another way 
Stockman Bank supports 
their local communities.

Stockman Bank donates 
$50,000 to Ruby Valley 
Healthcare Foundation
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Submitted by Mike Hughes 

The Falcon eighth grade basketball team won the champion-
ship game at the Bozeman Hardwood Classic. Over 125 teams 
competed at the fi fth, sixth, seventh and eighth grade division.
Back row: Bryce Nye, Charlie Kruer, Nate Konen, Tristan 
Harmon, Aaron Grabil, Coach Andy Nye.
Front row: Axton Anderson, Jake Huges.

Submitted by Fred Hoffman, Harrison Superintendent
Since Harrison co-ops with Whitehall for football, the school has its own unique tradition of celebrating homecoming in the winter. Last week, Harrison students participated in homecoming activities all week, and crowned 
a king and queen at halftime during Saturday’s basketball game against Harrison. Pictured from left: Donny Crill, Josie Griffi s, Derik Defrance, Alexys Bacon, Zach Jackson, Kaelin Hodgson, Homecoming King Tristan 
Machado, and Homecoming Queen Taya Defrance. 

We 
are the 

champions!

TWIN BRIDGES EIGHTH 
GRADE BASKETBALL

2016 Harrison Homecoming 

Submitted by Roseann Troyer

January 2016, started with a 
lively group of residents holding a 
resident council meeting on the 5th.  
Grade school children showed up at 
4:30 p.m. and spent time social-
izing with several of our residents.

On Jan. 15, several members 
from the American Legion Post #31 
in Twin Bridges arrived to present 
our fi ve veterans with a veterans pin 
and certifi cate. Petty Offi cer from 
the Navy Jim Paull read a docu-
ment explaining what was about 
to happen and why.  Army Major 
Jerry Redfi eld pinned each veteran, 
presented him with a certifi cate 
and saluted him. Veterans receiv-
ing the recognition were “Doc” 
Lott (Army), Don Mantha (Army), 
Dick Payment (Marine), Matt Stiles 
(Marine) and Dick Hansen (Navy).  
Helping at the ceremony were 
Doug Martin, Air force Master 
Sergeant and Joe Whitherspoon, 
Army Master Sergeant. Steve 
Wilcox played the song “Proud to 
Be an American.” After the event 
refreshments were served to the 
veterans, friends and family. The 
group also presented our facility 

with a brand new American fl ag.
The Women for Veterans 

group hosted the January birth-
day party at the Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Center on Jan. 22. 
Residents with January birthdays 
are Gene Byler and Marie Tate. 

Sara Paull and Tami Hutch-
ings served treats to the birthday 
celebrants and partygoers and we 
had beautiful fl ower corsages made.

To chase away the winter 
“blahs” we had a very colorful 
Hawaiian day. Everyone wore 
bright Hawaiian shirts; some wore 
grass skirts with coconut bras. 
Pink, purple, yellow and orange 
necklaces adorned everyone’s neck.

Our dietary department went 
the extra mile and served all you 
could eat shrimp with cocktail 
sauce. We also had sweet and sour 
chicken over white rice and chunks 
of fresh pineapple. Dessert was a 
pineapple up-side down cake. It 
was a very enjoyable afternoon.

We ended the month with 
a variety of snacks and an ar-
ray of beverages from rum and 
coke or mimosa’s to apple cider 
– and it’s already February, time 
fl ies when you’re having fun!

TRMCC January story

Courtesy Roseann Troyer
Roberta High at the Hawaiian day celebration.

Sheridan Schools is pleased 
to announce the students of 
the month. Students are chosen 
by faculty and staff mem-
bers based on the following 
criteria: citizenship, leader-
ship and academic attitude. 

Submitted by Emily McParland 
Sheridan Schools

 
January 

Kindergarten 
Hazalin Maddison
First grade  
Jace Allhands
Second grade 
Jaxon VerHow
Third grade  
Kaden Browne
Fourth grade  
Gunnar Decker
Fifth grade  
Bella Wright

Sixth grade 
Caitlyn Galiger
Seventh grade 
Mackenzee Fabel
Eighth grade 
Micara Devereaux
Ninth grade 
Aislinn Deavel
10th grade 
Sierra Somerville
11th grade 
Aspen Tutsch
12th grade 
Anna Tate

Students of 
the month for 
Sheridan Schools



  

MADISON County
 weather

Mostly cloudy. Lows 25 to 30. 
Highs 40 to 45.

Thursday

Fr iday

Mostly cloudy. Highs 40 to 45. 
Southwest winds 5 to 15 mph. Gusts 

up to 30 mph in the morning.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Ralph 
Hamler

licensed sanitarian
Septic Application & Design

Subdivision Applications

 406-842-5788 
Cell: 406-596-0437

Sheridan, MT
ralphhamler@gmail.com

       

Charles Endean, Ennis
Ward Peak,Tobacco Root mountains, from north Meadow Creek area.

              

Quote  of the 
Week:

“The 
privelege of 
a lifetime is 
being who 

you are.”

Joseph
Campbell

sanitarian
Septic Application & Design

Subdivision Applications
Septic Application & Design

Subdivision Applications
Septic Application & Design

 406-842-5788 

PHOTO OF THE WEEK
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Partly cloudy with a 20 percent 
chance of rain and snow 
showers. Highs 35 to 45.

Mostly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of snow 
showers. Highs 30 to 40.

Mostly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of rain and 

snow showers. Lows 20 to 30. 
Highs 35 to 45. 

hank
Single, young (10 months old) 
gentleman looking for long term 
[like forever] relationship.  Have 
lots of energy and playfulness, 
so I need someone willing to 
either work me or have lots of 
playtime, hikes, etc.  Know some 
commands, and willing to learn 
more. Love to play and even will 
give a kiss or two. Like my treats 
and toys. Please call on me soon, 
I really, really need a playmate 
or two or more.  You can call 
Misty at 439-1405 about me. 
Thank you very much.  Hank

 

SPONSORED BY:

White
Whiteand

V E T E R I N A R Y

6 8 2 - 7 1 5 1
5098 HWY 287 N • ENNIS, MONTANA

Get 
Results.
s.hill@
madisoniannews.com

South West SepticLocally Owned & Operated

WWW.SWSMT.COM  •  swsmt@hotmail.com
Ennis 682-7854  •  Sheridan 842-7854  •  Cell 596-7854

For All Your Septic & Portable Toilet NeedsFor All Your Septic & Portable Toilet Needs
Frozen? ~ We got you covered.  

Call for our Jetter Service.

 Sylann Smith is now 
taking clients in need of 

care at their home

$20-$25/hr
In or out of town

Ennis 
Main Street

Flowers   Gif tsFlowers   Gif tsFlowers   Gif ts
Sally Rice, owner
  406-682-3227   fax 682-3228

121 W. Main  Ennis, MT
mainstreetfl owers121@gmail.com      

Q. What does coverage through Madison County provide?
A. Madison County residents are covered if flown from 
Madison or Gallatin County. If you have insurance, there 
is no out of pocket expense. If no insurance, the flight is 
billed at the Medicare rate.

Q. Why would I upgrade?
A. The $35 upgrade increases your household’s coverage 
to include our entire 32-state network. Additionally, if you 
are flown by our service, you’d be covered at no out of 
pocket expense, regardless of whether you have insurance 
or not.

Q. How much is it? Who’s covered?
A. If you live in Madison County, the $35 upgrade covers 
your entire household. 
Non-residents can purchase coverage at $65/year per 
household. 

Q. How do I sign up?
A. Easy! Call 1-800-793-0010 or go to 
www.airmedcarenetwork.com.

If you have questions, call David Stinar at (406)475-4152.

AIRMEDCARE

QA

Submitted by Rod Stout

Sheridan Elementary School 
held their annual spelling 
bee on Feb. 4. The competi-
tion’s announcer was Dawne 
Smith and the judges included 

Lynette Larson, Rachel Min-
ert, and Mr. Anderson.  

This year’s winners 
were Rachel Zielinski, Em-
ily Nelson, Ruby Rossiter 
and Jorien VerHow, who took 
fi rst, second, third and fourth 

places, respectively. The 
alternate is Henry Sutton.  

Other students compet-
ing included eighth graders 
Grace Larsen, Grace Hill 
and Michael McCormack; 
seventh graders Lane Hitch-

cock and Leah Sanders; sixth 
grader Kayden Batzler; and 
fi fth grader Devany Davidson. 

Sheridan spellers will 
advance to the Madison 
County Spelling Bee in Vir-
ginia City on March 2.

Courtesy Rod Stout
Spelling bee winners — from left to right:  Rachel Zielinski, Emily Nelson, Ruby Rossiter, Jorien VerHow and Henry Sutton.

Sheridan spelling bee sends winners to county bee
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TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER AND LEARN MORE ABOUT US, VISIT OUR WEBSITE.

ACHIEVE YOUR DREAM

Melvin Icenoggle inducted into the Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame
Caitlin Avey

The Madisonian
news@madisoniannews.com

What defi nes a cowboy? Look at a textbook and you will 
learn a cowboy is one who tends to cattle or horses; but to many, a 
cowboy – or cowgirl – is so much more than that.

“It’s the spirit of the cowboy,” said Christy Stensland, 
executive director for the Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame 
and Western Heritage Center. “It’s their honesty, integrity and 
commitment – it’s not just a cowboy, it’s the spirit of Montana.”

Living in Madison County, we are surrounded by cowboys 
and cowgirls young and old. From the endless green pastures and 
pivots that outline our valleys to fuzzy faced herds poking around 
our landscape, our way of life in the Madison and Ruby valleys is 
steeped in rich cowboy history. 

In particular, one name stands out when you hear the words 
“Montana cowboy” – Montana rodeo legend Mel Icenoggle, who 
was recently inducted into the Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame.

Making a cowboy
Mel was born in Bozeman in July 1912, just two months after 

the passing of his father, Joe Icenoggle. His mother, Mary, had 
fallen on a wet fl oor during her pregnancy, resulting in Mel being 
born two months premature. Although premature, Mel would grow 
into a strong, independent cowboy, appropriately named “strong 
grandpa” by his grandchildren.

“He was made of cast iron, from what I could tell,” said Mel’s 
granddaughter Gina Kerzman.

At 5 feet 9 inches and close to 170 pounds, Mel was built 
“stout.” 

“He was an extremely hardworking guy,” said Mel’s youngest 
son Bruce Icenoggle. “He grew up in the height of the depression 
and it was so diffi cult to fi nd work and make a living in the 30s and 

40s.”
Mel worked in timber, broke horses, worked on ranches and 

did anything he could to get by, something he had learned at an 
early age.

“His mother took him to California to live with an uncle in his 
formative years,” said Bruce.

He exercised racehorses at the Tanforan Race Course in San 
Francisco for an uncle and farmed with a team of four to six horses 
at age 12 in Oregon.

It was in California that Mel got into rodeos – he won his fi rst 
rodeo money for bull riding at the age of 16. 

“He had to make his own life very early,” said Gina. “And that 
made him very tough.”

A Montana rodeo
“He was absolutely fearless,” said Bruce.
It was Mel’s fearless attitude that brought him back to his 

home, where he attended school in Cardwell and later met and 
married his wife Lila Nicholls of Twin Bridges.

Mel and Lila lived in Twin Bridges, Dillon and Ennis, where 
Mel worked at the Jumping Horse Ranch, breaking and training 
racehorses. 

Having worked nearly every job under the sun, Mel refused to 
give up his passion – rodeo. A tremendous athlete, he competed in 
saddle bronc, bareback and bull riding, steer wrestling, wild horse 
racing and calf roping. 

“He would light a cigarette as he walked up to the bucking 
chute just before getting on a bucking horse,” according to Mel’s 
oldest son, Edgar. “He did it every time, just like clockwork.”

In a biography submitted by his family for the induction 
ceremony, it states through the 30s and 40s, Mel clowned “utilizing 
wild original acts such as harnessing a wild steer to a swiveling 
Roman-style chariot with eccentric oscillating wheels.”

“He rode for a rather famous group of rodeo sisters known as 

the Brander Sisters,” said Bruce. “He worked for them and rode 
horses.”

Mel would perform a “Roman Race” for the Brander Sisters at 
the Deerlodge rodeo where he stood on the backs of two racehorses 
and rode around the track.

“It was a fl at out horse race on racehorses,” said Bruce. “He 
was willing to try anything.”

With many rodeo titles under his belt, Mel and Lila moved 
from participation to production, producing their fi rst rodeo in the 
late 40s in Twin Bridges. 

Mel and Lila, along with partner Frank Fox, put on rodeos 
at the Madison County Fairgrounds where Mel was the producer, 
chute boss and often times a contestant. 

“During the war, good cowboys were often hard to come by,” 
said Bruce, adding that Mel and Frank would change hats and 
clothes and perform several different events to make a show. 

Reviving rodeo
Mel has been credited as one of many cowboys to revive the 

Ennis rodeo, which in turn led to the founding of the Ennis Rodeo 
and Racing Association, still active today. He was also a founding 
member of the Montana Rodeo Association.

One of his greatest accomplishments, however, would be his 
design and construction of a portable arena after the Fieldhouse in 
Bozeman was built in 1957.

“They were holding one spring rodeo a year outside of 
Belgrade, so the idea of course occurred to people to put a rodeo in 
the Fieldhouse,” said Bruce.

Mel proposed a design to Montana State University, which the 
college bought, and his jackleg and split rail panel design served as 
the home for the college rodeo for 20 years until it was replaced 
with steel.

Cowboy-up!

Photo courtesy Gina Kerzman
Mel performing the "Roman Race" for the Brander Sisters at the Deer Lodge rodeo in the 1930s.

Photo courtesy Gina Kerzman
Members of Mel's family at the Cowboy Hall of Fame induction ceremony 

on Feb. 6, 2016.

Photo courtesy Gina Kerzman
Edgar Icenoggle, Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame director Mark Larson, Bill 
Icenoggle and Bruce Icenoggle at the induction ceremony.

Turn to COWBOY on pg. 8

“A cowboy understands the 
non-monetary value of living the 

western lifestyle. He is strong in the 
face of adversity, thus the saying

Cowboy up!' He keeps his word. 
He helps his neighbor without 
being asked or compensated. A 

cowboy works hard for his wages 
and struggles with those who 

feel  entitled.' A cowboy is a rare 
jewel concealed in inconspicuous 

wrapping.” 
Gina (Icenoggle) Kerzman

'

'
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MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

To advertise
on the Health & 

Wellness Page
Call Susanne 

@ 682-7755

or email 
s.hill@

madisoniannews.c� 

 MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER

www.mvmedcenter.org • 305 N. Main, Ennis, Montana  

Primary care when you need it.  
Call 406-682-4243

Same day appointments available.
Walk-ins Welcome

Clinic Hours M-F  •  8-5
Clinic entrance lower level

YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN YOU MIGHT WAKE UP FEELING SICK AS A DOG.

We appreciate your patronage and will work hard 
to maintain your trust.

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-577-2380

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: Thursdays 
9am to 5pm 

Bozeman: Monday through Friday 
9am to 6:30pm

Submitted by Jon Ebelt
Montana Department of 

Health and Human Services

State health officials said 
Montanans need to be aware 
of the risk of Zika virus 
infection before traveling to 
Central and South America 
and the Caribbean. 

Pregnant women 
especially need to take 
note of the recent travel 
recommendations issued 
by the Centers for Disease 
Control that urge them to 
postpone travel to affected 
areas if possible. Specific 
travel recommendations for 
pregnant women can be found 
here http://www.cdc.gov/
zika/pregnancy/index.html.

Pregnant women are most 
at risk for complications 
from the Zika virus because 
serious birth defects have 
been reported in children 
born to women who are 
infected with the virus.

“At this time, (Montana 
Department of Health 
and Human Services) 
recommends that pregnant 
women consider postponing 
travel to a Zika-affected 
area and women trying to 
become pregnant talk to 

their doctor about the risk 
of Zika virus infection 
before traveling to affected 
areas,” said Jim Murphy 
of DPHHS Communicable 
Disease Bureau.

DPHHS is also 
working with local health 
departments to monitor 
Montanans returning from 
Zika-affected areas and 
have in place efforts to 
report, test and conduct 
follow-up with individuals 
suspected of infection.

Zika virus is spread to 
people primarily through 
mosquito bites, not casual 
person-to-person contact. 
While rare, transmission 
of the virus from blood 
transfusions and sexual 
contact have been reported. 

“The mosquito species 
associated with the 
spread of Zika virus does 
not exist in our state or 
region,” Murphy said. 

To date, no cases of 
Zika virus infection have 
been reported in Montana.

According to CDC, the 
most common symptoms are 
fever, rash, joint pain and 
red, itchy eyes. Symptoms 
are usually mild and last 
several days to a week. 

About one in five people 
infected with Zika virus will 
get sick. For people who get 
sick, the illness is usually 
mild. For this reason, many 
people might not realize 
they have been infected. 

In those who become ill, 
symptoms present two to 
seven days after infection and 
an infected person will carry 
the virus in their blood for up 
to seven days before the body 
clears the infection. Once a 
person has been infected, he 
or she is likely to be protected 
from future infections. There 
is currently no vaccine or 
treatment for the virus.

Travelers who think they 
may be ill with Zika virus 
should consult their health 
care provider. Public health 
officials will coordinate 
testing of symptomatic 
individuals who have returned 
from a Zika-affected area. 

DPHHS has created a 
website page with Zika 
virus information. The page 
includes a direct link to CDC 
for information about how to 
prevent Zika virus, symptoms 
and detailed information 
for health care providers, 
facts sheets and more. Go 
to www.dphhs.mt.gov.

DPHHS offi cials urge awareness of Zika virus, travel recommendations 
Health offi  cials to monitor returning travelers from aff ected areas

Submitted by StatePoint

For many people, the 
biggest hurdle in their 
quest to eat sensibly is not 
a question of what they 
should eat, but how much?

If overeating is an 
issue you face, consider 
the following tips:

• Stay hydrated. Thirst is 
often confused for hunger. 
Stay hydrated so that when 
true hunger strikes, you will 
know what your body needs.

• Snack. It may sound 
counter-intuitive to eat more 
meals. But staying fueled 
throughout the day will 
prevent you from feeling 
ravenous and over-eating later.

• Rest. Lack of sleep 

can leave you hungry. Get 
proper rest each night.

• Make more room. It 
sounds simple but the more 
calories you burn, 
the more food your 
body requires. 
If you like large 
meals, consider 
“working up an 
appetite,” first.

Even if you 
follow the tips 
above, you may 
have trouble 
relying on your 
intuition when it 
comes to doling 
out properly 
sized portions. 
But with a few 
tricks and tips, 

you can land on the perfect 
portion sizes that will leave 
you feeling energized and 
satiated after meals.

Tips to avoid overeating

magneticmediatv.com



columns
Thursday, February 11, 2016 B3

MADISON VALLEY RURAL FIRE DEPARTMENT

fireline
By Steve Orr   |   Madison Valley Rural Fire Department

By Rebecca Ramsey 
Ruby Watershed Coorddinator

Carbon is an element found 
in all living things on earth. It 

is in plants, 
animals, 
micro-
organisms, 
people 
and soils. 
Most often, 
however, 
we hear 

about carbon 
in its oxidized 

form (CO2) because there 
has been a drastic increase 
in the emission of carbon 
dioxide over recent decades. 
Some of the carbon released 
into the atmosphere is taken 
up by plants, some of it gets 
stored in the oceans, while the 
rest stays in the atmosphere. 
When carbon is stored in one 

of these forms it is called 
“carbon sequestration.” There 
is, however, another place 
where carbon is stored, and 
it is right beneath your feet.

There is more carbon 
stored in the world’s soils 
than there is in the earth’s 
atmosphere and plant life 
combined. How does carbon 
get into the soil? Well, it 
starts with photosynthesis. 
Photosynthesis is the process 
where plants use sunlight and 
CO2 to produce their own food 
source (the by-product of this 
is oxygen). The excess carbon 
that plants don’t use passes 
through the root system and 
is then used to help feed soil 
organisms. Here, the carbon 
becomes stored in the soil 
organic matter. Soil organic 

matter is what turns “dirt” 
into “soil.” High soil organic 
matter means better water-
holding capacity, better 
soil structure and better 
fertility for plants. In order 
to make this entire cycle 
function, however, you’ve 
got to have a healthy soil 
and plant life to start with.

Researchers have found 
that cultivated soils around 
the world have lost upwards 
of 70 percent of the carbon 
they once stored. When 
soil is turned over, the 
carbon stored in the soil 
organic matter is oxidized 
and returned back to the 
atmosphere as CO2. When you 
consider that only 3 percent 
of North America’s tallgrass 
prairies remain intact, you 
can begin to imagine how 
much carbon has been lost 
from soils in the U.S. alone.

This trend, however, can 
be reversed. Restoring soil 
can provide an opportunity 
to restore this great carbon 
sink, while also improving 
productivity to help feed 
our growing population. 
Researchers believe that 
restoring the world’s degraded 
soil ecosystems can have the 
potential to store up to three 
billion tons of carbon each 
year. When translated into 
CO2 emissions, this equates to 

about 34 percent of the carbon 
dioxide released from fossil 
fuel emissions each year.

A few examples of 
practices that can improve soil 
health and increase carbon 
storage include: replanting 
and restoring degraded areas, 
planting cover crops, pasture 
management, conservation 
tillage and erosion control. 
These practices have been 
used locally with great 
success and they are becoming 
more widespread throughout 
the country due to the many 
benefits they provide to the 
landscape and the landowner.

Restoring the world’s soils 
is not a small undertaking, 
but soil is arguably one 
of our most important 
resources, and is therefore 
worth managing carefully. 
Furthermore, as CO2 
emissions continue increasing 
in coming decades, restoring 
our landscapes to help 
carbon sequestration might 
be one of the most viable 
and sensible solutions to 
help mitigate the amount of 
this gas that is released into 
the atmosphere. We have an 
opportunity to take advantage 
of the billions of tons of 
carbon being emitted around 
the world, and we can put it 
back into the ground where 
it’s of better use to us all.

The dirt on CO
2

Ethan 
Kunard

In my fi rst column of the year 
entitled Outlook for 2016, the 
fi nal sentence read as follows: 
“Buckle up as the New Year is 
going to be bumpy. It already is!” 
What I was specifi cally referring 
to was the clear and simple fact 
that 2015 was bearish stocks 
and commodities. What I did 
not know at the time, however, 
was January and February of this 
year turned out to be one of the 
most bearish starts to any New 
Year ever. Ever. Bumpy indeed!

But it now seems I may not 
have been descriptive enough 
regarding the how awful 2015 
was for stocks and commodities. 
I say that because last week, Tim 
Cook, CEO of Apple, the world’s 
most valuable company, had this 
stark and eye opening comment 
about the strong domestic and 
global headwinds Apple faced 
in the fourth quarter of last year. 

He said, “We’re seeing extreme 
conditions unlike anything 
we’ve experienced before just 
about everywhere we look.”

Cook’s comments were made 
as Apple posted record profi ts. He 
also said, “we began to see some 
signs of economic softness in 
Greater China earlier this month, 
most notably in Hong Kong.” 
According to CNN Money, 
Cook mentioned China 13 times 
on the Apple (phone) call, a 
notable jump from nine times a 
year ago. And despite all-time 
record profi ts, Apple stock fell 
to levels last seen in late 2014.  

There are other notables also 
concerned about the weakness 
surfacing with the Chinese 
economy. In late January, 
billionaire investor George 
Soros told Bloomberg T.V. that 
China’s weakening economy is 
contributing to global defl ation. 

Bloomberg quoted Soros as 
saying, “A hard landing is 
practically unavoidable. I’m not 
expecting it, I’m observing it.”

If Cook’s observation 
– “we’re seeing extreme 
conditions unlike anything we’ve 
experienced before just about 
everywhere we look” – is close 
to being accurate, while Soros’ 
examination of the Chinese 
economy in that, “a hard landing 
is practically unavoidable” is 
also on target, me describing 
2016 as “bumpy” for investors, 
traders and agricultural producers 
may turn out to be a gross 
understatement. Come mid-
year, I may have to amend my 
description of the New Year to 
something far more pointed. 
Such as wildly bumpy. Insanely 
bumpy. Or bumpy to the extreme.

What is important to 
remember, however, is not 

the wording I use to describe 
the stiff headwinds stocks and 
commodities face this year. 
What is important to remember 
is the CEO of Apple, the most 
valuable company in the world, 
is nervous about the economic 
events unfolding in Asia. And 
also keep in mind that one the 
most widely followed, respected 
and at the same time detested 
but highly successful market 
speculators of all time, George 
Soros, is also bad mouthing 
the Chinese economy.

A weak Chinse economy 
is one thing. A hard landing 
with the Chinese economy is 
something altogether different 
and far more bearish stocks and 
in particular commodities. One 
of the most often quoted sayings 
over the past decade is, “as China 
goes, so go commodities.” But 
it is also a fact that the boys 

and girls on Wall Street are 
also sensitive to the whims and 
ways of the Chinese economy. 
In early January, for instance, 
the Wall Street Journal posted 
piece with a blaring headline 
that read, “Dow Tumbles Nearly 
400 Points on China Worries.”

Based on the infl uence China 
now holds across the globe, that 
saying should be amended to, 
“as China goes, so go stocks and 
commodities.” Moving forward, 
keep that newly amended 
saying in mind. If you happen 
to be a stock market investor, an 
agricultural producer or simply a 
trader I suggest you scribble that 
saying on a piece of paper and 
keep it around where you can see 
it and read it every now and then.

Writing an old saying on 
paper and keeping it handy is 
second nature to me. Over the 
years, I have endured countless 

complaints about my views 
regarding the markets and now 
take such criticism in stride. 
One of the most common 
complaints folks have with me is 
stubbornness. I do not change my 
mind easily. And to remind me of 
that character fl aw I have an old 
Scotch-Irish prayer attached to 
my computer monitor. The prayer 
reads as such: “Lord, grant that 
I may always be right, for Thou 
Knowest I am hard to turn.”

The interesting thing about the 
character fl aw of being stubborn 
when it comes to markets, 
investing or trading is this simple 
truth. Being stubborn is how 
you make a great deal of money. 
Unfortunately, being stubborn is 
also how you lose a great deal 
of money. And it is because of 
that obvious conundrum, I keep 
that old Scotch-Irish prayer 
close at hand. Very close.

Goodness knows I am an 
advocate of free enterprise. 
However, while surfi ng the 
Internet recently, I couldn’t help 
but notice the overabundance of 
advertisements. Additionally, 
I was appalled at the devious 
methods advertisers have 
devised to capture viewers’ 
attention. It wasn’t long before 
I discovered that when it comes 
to viewing online commercials, 
even I have limits of tolerance.   

Initially, I clicked 
the Internet access icon. 
Immediately, a large ad 
appeared at the top of the 
search engine home page. 
I instinctively clicked the 
“close” button. Instead of the 
commercial disappearing, an 
insulting text box appeared 
asking why I wanted to close 
the ad! My blood pressure shot 
up at being subjected to such 
an idiotic inquiry; especially 
when the answer was so obvious 
– BECAUSE I DON’T WANT 
TO LOOK AT THE BLASTED 
THING, THAT’S WHY! 

With my mood turned 
resentful, I browsed through 
the news stories listed on the 
home page. I soon noticed one 
proclaiming, “See photos of the 
world’s 10 most exotic beaches.” 

Naively, I 
clicked on 
the site. 
Contrary 
to what I 
expected, 
the ten 
photos were 
not present 
on the 

succeeding page. Rather, to 
see all the photos required 
clicking through 10 successive, 
agonizingly slow-loading 
pages, each containing a single 
beach picture. Of course, each 
page also included a barrage 
of different advertisements 
for my viewing displeasure.  

Next, while mumbling 
expletives, I searched for a 
specifi c site containing needed 
information for a newspaper 
article I wanted to write. Before 
having a chance to read a single 
word, several exasperatingly 
distractive, commercial videos 
automatically began playing.  
Worse yet, the “close” buttons 
were cunningly situated in 
diffi cult-to-fi nd locations.  
Consequently, I was unable to 
close said ads until they had all 
played in their entirety. Most 
galling, merely dragging the 

cursor across the text or down 
the side panels triggered an 
additional blizzard of dancing 
burritos, gyrating gorillas, 
talking heads, etc. By the 
time I’d gathered the needed 
information, I was nigh onto 
foaming at the mouth.  

Lastly, before exiting the 
Internet, I foolishly decided 
to check my email. I then 
suffered the fi nal online 
indignity of the day when I 
found even more ads sprinkled 
amid my email messages. So, 
in order to read my personal 
communications, I was 
obligated to navigate through a 
veritable minefi eld of additional 
maddening diversions.  

Just then, it dawned on 
me that if one tallied the time 
spent shutting down online 
commercials; it may well 
exceed the time spent reading 
sought-after information. Thus, 
I contend that today’s Internet 
advertisers are little more 
than yesteryear’s telephone 
telemarketers gone cyber. 
Aggravating unsolicited phone 
calls have been replaced with 
infuriating, self-initiated, 
audio-video intrusions. It’s 
only a matter of time before 
a 3D cyber ad extends from 
my monitor screen and 
shoves a nasal inhalator up 
my nose for a trial puff.

However, I have news 
for online advertisers: their 
incessant bombardment is 
having the opposite effect 
of what they hoped for. 
Simply put, forcing me to 
endure endless cyberspace 
commercials overloads my 
limited mental circuits. 
Therefore, at the end of a surfi ng 
session, all that remains in 
my memory concerning their 
relentless efforts is an entirely 
indecipherable digital goulash.  

In the end, the number of 
advertisements I encountered 
was both absurd and obscene. 
How sad that what was once an 
enjoyable endeavor has been 
transformed into an odious 
task. Truth be known, my 
humble protests aren’t likely to 
slow the Internet advertising 
avalanche. Nonetheless, now 
that I have vented, I feel better.

Art lives in Harrison, 
Montana. His essays, stories 
and poetry have been 
published in newspapers, 
journals, literary magazines 
and online magazines.

HOLLOWTOP 
SMOKE SIGNALS

By Art Kehler
for The Madisonian

Modern 
telemarketers

Art Kehler

Venting against an 
advertising avalanche 

Commodity Insite! Bumpy to the extreme
by Jerry Welch

The New Year started off 
busy for the Madison Valley 
Rural Fire Department. 
The two responses on New 
Year’s Day set the tone 
for the total seven calls 
for service received in 
January. This compares to 
only two calls for the full 
month of January 2015.

On Jan. 1 at 12:25 p.m. 
the MVRFD was dispatched 
to a jackknifed semi accident 
at mile marker 2.5 on 
U.S. Highway 287 South. 
The MVRFD responded a 
rescue with one firefighter 
from station two, a rescue 
with four firefighters from 
station one, and an engine 
with two firefighters from 
station three. Station one and 
station three response was 
canceled when station two 
personnel arrived on scene 
and found that the semi had 
just slid into the ditch and 
was being pulled out by a 
local contractor. Station two 
personnel conducted traffic 
control operations until the 
semi could be pulled back 
onto the road surface and 
the roadway made safe.

On Jan. 1 at 1:04 p.m. 
the MVRFD was requested 
to provide traffic control 
while a logging truck was 
pulled out of the ditch on 
the Virginia City Hill at 
mile marker eight on MT 
Highway 287 near the scenic 

turn-out. The MVRFD 
responded a command with 
two firefighters from station 
one. Firefighters conducted 
traffic control operations 
until the logging truck could 
be towed from the scene.

On Jan. 3 at 3:13 a.m. the 
MVRFD was dispatched to 
a semi versus elk accident 
at mile marker 44.5 on 
U.S. Highway 287 North. 
The MVRFD responded 
a command and a rescue 
with four firefighters from 
station one and an engine 
with one firefighter from 
station three. Firefighters 
controlled coolant leaks and 
conducted traffic control 
operations until the released 
from the scene by Madison 
County sheriff ’s deputies.

On Jan. 5 at 11:41 a.m. 
the MVRFD was dispatched 
for mutual aid to the 
Harrison Fire Department 
for a power line incident. 
The MVRFD responded 
a rescue and a command 
with seven firefighters from 
station one. Upon arrival 
the MVRFD personnel 
found the road blocked 
approximately 1 mile below 
the actual incident location 
by heavy equipment and 
a Northwestern Energy 
vehicle that was already on 
scene. It was discovered 
that the company installing 
fiber optics lines in the 

area had accidentally dug 
up the line. Northwestern 
Energy advised that they 
had the situation under 
control and MVRFD 
resources were released.

On Jan. 17 at 4 p.m. the 
MVRFD was dispatched to 
a vehicle accident at mile 
marker 2.5 on MT Highway 
287. The MVRFD responded 
an engine and a command 
with nine firefighters from 
station one. Station one 
response was canceled when 
a Madison County sheriff ’s 
deputy arrived on scene 
and discovered the incident 
was a simple slide-off 
accident due to icy roads.

On Jan. 17 at 5:31 p.m. 
hours the MVRFD was 
dispatched to a one vehicle 
rollover accident at mile 
marker 2.5 on MT Highway 
287. The MVRFD responded 
an engine and a command 
with seven firefighters 
from station one. One 
firefighter arrived on scene 
in private vehicle while 
two additional firefighters 
stood by at station one 
and one firefighter stood 
by at station three.

The road surface at the 
incident scene was very 
icy. First arriving units 
found a pick-up truck in 
the barrow pit on its top. 
MVRFD personnel checked 
the driver, who was out of 

the vehicle, for injuries and 
conducted traffic control 
operations until the vehicle 
could be removed from 
the scene of the incident 
and the roadway cleared 
of emergency vehicles.

On Jan. 29 at 6:07 p.m. 
the MVRFD was dispatched 
to a chimney fire on North 
Meadow Creek Road. 
The MVRFD responded 
an engine, a command 
and a tender with nine 
firefighters from station one. 
One additional firefighter 
stood by at station one. 
Firefighters found the fire 
upon arrival. A search 
for fire extensions was 
conducted with the use of 
a thermal imaging camera. 
No extension was detected. 
Firefighters removed some 
of the creosote buildup 
in the chimney so the 
homeowner could heat the 
structure in cold conditions.

If you have any questions 
or concerns, Madison Valley 
Rural Fire Chief Shawn 
Christensen invites you to 
contact us at 682-3311. We 
look forward to hearing from 
you. If no one is available, 
please leave a message and 
we will return your call as 
soon as possible. Please 
visit our home page at www.
mvrfd.org/. Remember to 
sign our guest book and let 
us know what you think.
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Comforting Weeknight Meal, Baked Chicken and Dumplins

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

When the weather gets colder, comfort food 
becomes what my family craves most. If 

you’re like us, add Dana Moore’s Baked Chicken and 
Dumplins to your dinner rotation. Rich, delicious and 
easy, your family will be asking for seconds! Patience 
is a virtue with this super yummy dish. Let it sit for a 
bit after completing the final step, and the end result 
will be wonderfully creamy.

See step-by-step photos of Dana’s recipe plus 
thousands more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/chickenanddumplins
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and 

chances to win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a 
pinch”...

 

www.justapinch.com/chickenanddumplins

What You Need
4-5 large chicken breasts,  
   boneless
1 stick butter, plus 4 tbsp
1 1/2 c self-rising flour
1 1/2 c milk
1/2 c sour cream
3 c chicken broth
1 can cream of celery soup
1/2 tsp savory (rosemary or  
   thyme may be used)
Salt and pepper to taste

Directions
• Place chicken, 4 tbsp butter, 

salt and pepper in a large 
stock pot. Cover with water, at 
least 2 in. over the chicken. 

• Cover and bring to a boil over 
high heat.

• Reduce heat to simmer and 
boil chicken until tender, 
about 30 to 45 min. 

Baked Chicken and 
Dumplins

• When chicken is done remove from 
broth and cool. Shred into pieces.

• Preheat oven to 375 F. 
• Melt 1 stick butter and pour into 3 qt. 

baking dish. 
• Spread chicken on top of butter. 
• In a separate bowl, whisk flour and 

milk together. Carefully pour evenly 
over top of chicken, scrape bowl. 

• In the same bowl, whisk together 2 c 
chicken broth, cream of celery soup, 
sour cream and savory. Carefully pour 
this mixture over top of chicken and 
flour mixture.

• Bake for 30-40 min or until a golden 
brown.

• Let cool for about 15 min. Then pour 
the remaining 1 c chicken broth evenly 
over the top. 

• Let stand for about 5 min or until the 
broth has “soaked” into the chicken 
and dumplins.

“I came up 
with this; 

it came 
out pretty 

good!”

 

By Janet Tharpe

- Janet

• When chicken is done remove from 

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Dana Moore 
Alvaton, KY 

(pop. 77,984)

Submitted by: Dana Moore, Alvaton, KY (pop. 77,984)
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INSURANCE AGENCY

Twin Bridges  •  Phone 684-5701

For All Your Insurance Needs
Serving The Ruby Valley For Over 40 Years
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Joe Veland   

406.682.3999 
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New Construction
Remodels

PO Box 987   
Ennis, Mt   59729

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

682-7755

Get the 
Good News! 

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not refl ect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

Nestegard Construction, LLC

~Custom Wood Floors~
Sales •  Instal lat ion •  Sanding

Finishing •  Re- f inishing

Bart Nestegard
PO Box 790
Ennis, MT 59729

nestegardconst@gmail.com
Cell: 581-6743

Fax/Home: 682-7634
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PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE Indoor & Outdoor 
RV/Boat storage, storage units. 
Ennis, 682-7442
18-tfc-b

FOR RENT: Large mobile 
home site 1 mile from Ennis. 
100 x 150’, water & sewer, 
country atmosphere, quiet. 
NO DOGS. 682-4854.
29-tfc

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. Ennis. 
682-7844
30-tfc-b

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$650 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc All sizes available up to 1,200 square feet

Heated, insulated, large doors, half bath.
Gary at 581-3531 or Paul at 581-7878

SHOP SPACE FOR RENT IN ENNIS

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

for sale

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales

Installation, Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
Quality Service at a Fair Price

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

FOR RENT in Ennis 20 x 30 
heated shops/storage. RV Storage 
also available.  581-7687.
1-tfc-b

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

For RENT

Studio apartment for rent in Ennis.
Call Jamie 581-9219.
7-tfc-b

estate sales

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

Ground fl oor of duplex. 3BR/1 
BA. Kitchen range, dishwasher, 
refrigerator, microwave are pro-
vided. Constructed in 2012, en-
ergy effi cient. Includes H20 and 
sewer. $650/month. In Sheridan.
Avail 11/16/2015. No smoking/
Pets. Call 406-925-0304
12-tfc-b

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, pri-
vate location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc

ENNIS MINI STORAGE 
New low prices with 10 x 10’s 
starting at $35. Larger sizes 
available. Call Melinda at 
596-4288.
15-tfc

FOR RENT: Call Apex Manage-
ment at 682-7112 or 581-0103 for 
long term or vacation rentals in 
Ennis and the Madison Valley.
1-tfc

NORRIS MT
A.M. Welles, Inc currently has

openings for truck drivers.
*Class A CDL

*Local Haul - home every night
*MSHA certifi cation desired

*Competitive Wages
*Benefi ts include: Health Insur-

ance, 401(k),
                 Paid vacation, Dental & 

Vision
*Call for application: 406-685-

3372
or

*Fax resume to: 406-685-3270
 or

*Email resume to: Susan at: nor-
risfi lter@hotmail.com

13-5-b

FOR RENT- remodeled 2 
br/1bath near McAllister. 
Available March 1st. $650. 
deposit required.  no smokers, 
no pets. references needed  call 
406-581-5574  
35-tfc-b

SERVICES

Place Your Classifi ed
682-7755

1992 Chevy Silverado pick up. 
Great condition. Great work truck. 
$1000 OBO. If interested, call 
843-5223.
14-1-b

FOR SALE, 13,000 OBO
2006 Chevy Silverado Crew Cab
106,000 miles, 4WD, towing pkg

cloth seats, great condition
Contact: 

pamela.polachi@comcast.net
14-4-b

The Madison County Board of 
Commissioners has a vacancy on 
the Big Sky Transportation Dis-
trict Board, and a vacancy for a 
Madison County member on the 
Big Sky Meadow Trails, Recre-
ation, and Parks Special District 
Board, (“Members of these two 
boards must reside in the respec-
tive county and either own prop-
erty or reside within the district 
boundary from which they are ap-
pointed…”).
The Board of Commissioners 
also has vacancies on the Mental 
Health Local Advisory Council 
(3 positions), the Planning Board 
representing the Pony, Norris, 
Harrison Area, the Virginia City 
Cemetery District Board, and the 
Sheridan Fire District Board.  If 
you are interested in serving on 
any of these boards please contact 
the Commissioners’ Offi ce at 406-
843-4277, by email at madco@
madison.mt.gov , or visit our web-
site at www.madison.mt.gov. 
15-2-b

Titan Construction is hiring a 
heavy equipment operator for 
gravel crushing operation. CDL 
desired. MSHA. Email or fax re-
sume. Titanjor@3rivers.net, Fax 
682-4552, Phone 682-7714.
15-2-b

The Madison Valley Manor is 
hiring a part time Dietary Cook/
Aide.  This is a great opportunity 
to work in a personal healthcare 
setting.  
Experience preferred but will 
train.
· Excellent pay
· Government retirement
· Benefi ts including life and health 
insurance
· Paid sick leave/vacation/holidays
If you are interested in a reward-
ing career in healthcare, Madison 
Valley Manor is the place.  
Please contact Tammie Clark, 
Dietary Manager at 682-7271 for 
more information.  EOE
15-tfc-b

Place Your Classifi ed
682-7755

We’re on 
the web!

www.
madisoniannews

.com

Check us out!Check us out!

s.hill@
madisoniannews.com

Get 
Results

Chimney & Vent
CLEANING
Gary
Kinney
843-5486

February 14 at Pavillion at the 
Madison County Fairgrounds, 
Twin Bridges. Viewing at 10 

am, auction at 11 am. Antiques, 
silver coins, guns, boats, house-

hold, tools, German cuckoo 
clock, auto and more. 

swmontanaauctions.com
16-1-b

auction

Enviro EF-iii pellet stove. $750. 
770-722-3744 text only or 682-
3300.
16-3-b

garage sale

Blue lazy boy recliner, round 
wooden table w/ leaf, 3 dining 
room chairs on wheels (beige/
plaid), small kitchen table w/ 

two chairs, coffee and end 
tables, sewing machine and 
cabinet, mirrors, old spice 
cans, misc. kitchen items, 
craft books, knick-knack 

and ceramic gifts, ladybug 
wind chimes, huffy bike, 2 
battery operated scooters, 

jewelry, record albums, wall 
decorations. 1 block south of 

Ennis Town Pump.
Saturday February 13

10 am to 2 pm
Info 498-0676 or 399-5611

16-1-b

Want to Buy
Top dollar will be paid for 1979 
blue rusted Ford 4WD pick up.

Call 925-9865
16-4-cc

wanted

Reputable outfi tter. Been in busi-
ness 30+ years. Would like to 

lease a ranch for elk hunting. Call 
682-7292. 

16-2-b

Twin Bridges Library Director
Approx. 30 hours/week (.75 full 
time). Salary plus benefi ts. Edu-
cation - minimum high school 
diploma or GED certifi cate and 
one-two years general library 
experience. Please send resume 
to Twin Bridges Public Library, 
PO BOX 246, Twin Bridges, MT 
59754, or deliver resume to Twin 
Bridges Public Library, 206 So. 
Main, Twin Bridges, MT 59754. 
Closing date is February 25, 2016 
at 6:00 pm.
16-2-b

LIQUIDATION SALE 
at COVERUPS Gifts 

& Embroidery, 
110 E. Main, Ennis.  

30%-70% off store wide. 
Open 10:00-3:00 Monday, Tues-

day, Friday, Saturday. 
406-682-7745.

16-3-b

Place Your Classifi ed
682-7755

For Rent. Two story furnished 
studio guest house. Upper deck, 
heated garage and storage, 
W/D and kitchenette. 1 year 
lease $750 per month utilities 
included. N/S No dogs. In 
Ennis. Call Erich 682-5737
35-tfc-b



NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE’S 
SALE on March 18, 2016, at 11:00 AM at the 
Main Entrance of the First American Title 
Company located at 122 South First Street 
in Ennis, MT 59729, the following described 
real property situated in Madison County, 
Montana:
Land Situated in the County of Madison in 
the State of MT. Lot or Tract No. 029 of the 
Shining Mountain Unit II Subdivision, Twn/
Rng/Sect 07S/02W/24, the plat of which is of 
record in the offi ce of the Clerk and Recorder, 
Madison County, Montana in Book 4 of Plats, 
Pages 50-57
More Correctly Described as:
Lot 29 of the Shining Mountains Unit II, the 
plat of which is fi led in the offi ce of the Clerk 
and Recorder, in Plat Book 4, pages 50-57, 
records of Madison County, Montana
Cynthia S Hutchison, as Grantor, conveyed 
said real property to Title Source, Inc., as 
Trustee, to secure an obligation owed to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Reverse Mortgage, LLC, 
as Benefi ciary, by Deed of Trust on Novem-
ber 29, 2013, and recorded on December 19, 
2013 as  Document No.  154063. The ben-
efi cial interest is currently held by Live Well 
Financial Inc..  First American Title Company, 
LLC, is the Successor Trustee pursuant to a 
Substitution of Trustee recorded in the offi ce 
of the Clerk and Recorder of Madison County, 
Montana.
 The benefi ciary has declared a default in 
the terms of said Deed of Trust by failing to 
pay taxes and insurance, beginning May 28, 
2015. The total amount due on this obligation 
as of August 31, 2015  is $252,414.00 princi-
pal, interest at the rate of 2.68700% totaling 
$11,835.88, and other fees and expenses ad-
vanced of $14,156.33, plus accruing interest 
at the rate of $18.58 per diem, late charges, 
and other costs and fees that may be ad-
vanced.
The Benefi ciary anticipates and may disburse 
such amounts as may be required to preserve 
and protect the property and for real property 
taxes that may become due or delinquent, un-
less such amounts of taxes are paid by the 
Grantors.  If such amounts are paid by the 
Benefi ciary, the amounts or taxes will be add-
ed to the obligations secured by the Deed of 
Trust.  Other expenses to be charged against 
the proceeds of this sale include the Trustee’s 
fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses 
of the sale and late charges, if any.
Benefi ciary has elected, and has directed the 
Trustee to sell the above described property 
to satisfy the obligation.
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the benefi ciary, excepting only the 
Trustee, may bid at the sale.  The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certifi ed checks or cashier’s 
checks).  The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed without any representation or 
warranty, including warranty of Title, express 
or implied, as the sale is made strictly on an 
as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the 
sale is being made subject to all existing con-
ditions, if any, of lead paint, mold or other en-
vironmental or health hazards.  The sale pur-
chaser shall be entitled to possession of the 
property on the 10th day following the sale.
The grantor, successor in interest to the 
grantor or any other person having an inter-
est in the property, at any time prior to the 
trustee’s sale, may pay to the benefi ciary or 
the successor in interest to the benefi ciary 
the entire amount then due under the deed 
of trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually in-
curred and attorney’s fees) other than such 
portion of the principal as would not then be 
due had no default occurred and thereby cure 
the default.
The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be post-
poned by public proclamation up to 15 days 
for any reason, and in the event of a bank-
ruptcy fi ling, the sale may be postponed by 
the trustee for up to 120 days by public proc-
lamation at least every 30 days.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A 
DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Dated: November 6, 2015
Dalia Martinez 
Assistant Secretary,
First American Title Company, LLC
Successor  Trustee
Title Financial Specialty Services
PO Box 339
Blackfoot ID 83221 
STATE OF Idaho )
) ss.
County of Bingham )
On this 6 day of November, 2015, before me, 
a notary public in and for said County and 
State, personally appeared Dalia Martinez, 
know to me to be the Assistant Secretary of 
First American Title Company, LLC, Succes-
sor Trustee, known to me to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing 
instrument and acknowledged to me that he 
executed the same.
Shannon Gavin
Notary Public
Bingham County, Idaho
Commission expires: 01/19/2018
100333-1
(Pub. Jan., 28, Feb. 4, 11, 2016) mk
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
Reference is hereby made to that certain 
trust indenture/deed of trust (“Deed of Trust”) 
dated 07/18/03, recorded as Instrument No. 
93467 Bk: 490 Pg: 594, mortgage records 
of MADISON County, Montana in which 
Gregory L. Ruff, a single person was Grantor, 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc. was Ben-
efi ciary and Alliance Title & Escrow Corp. 
was Trustee. First American Title Insurance 
Company has succeeded Alliance Title & Es-
crow Corp. as Successor Trustee. The Deed 
of Trust encumbers real property (“Property”) 
located in MADISON County, Montana, more 
particularly described as follows: Unit 1429 of 
Beaverhead Condo Subdivision, situated on 
a tract of land being a portion of the Amended 
Beaverhead and Custer Condominium Subdi-
vision and all of the Phase E of Beaverhead 
Condominium Subdivision, and a portion of 
the NE 1/4 and NW 1/4 of Section 30, Town-
ship 6 South, Range 3 East, P.M.M., Madison 
County, Montana. Together with a 2.49% 
undivided interest in an to the common ar-
eas appertaining to such unit, as set out and 
established in Declaration for Beaverhead 
Condo Subdivision, recorded November 23, 
1992 in Book 366, Page 415,records of Madi-
son County, Montana, and as subsequently 

amended. Said unit is intended for residential 
purposes only. More accurately described 
as follows: Unit 1429 of Beaverhead Condo-
minium, Phase A and B, situated on Parcel A 
of Certifi cate of Survey in Book 7 of Surveys, 
page 435 and Parcel B of Survey recorded 
in Book 6 of Condominiums, page 381, as 
shown and designated on those certain Basic 
Unit Floor Plans and Site Map recorded in the 
offi ce of the County Clerk and Recorder of 
Madison County, Montana being a portion of 
a tract of land located in the NE 1/4 and NW 
1/4 of Section 30, Township 6 South, Range 
3 East, P.M.M., Madison County, Montana 
(Amended Plat of Beaverhead Condo fi led 
in Book 4 of Plats, page 601-BA, records 
of Madison County, Montana) TOGETHER 
WITH an undivided 1.97% interest in and to 
the Common Areas and Facilities appertain-
ing to said unit, the Declaration for which was 
recorded April 13, 1981 in Book 276, page 
851, and amended by instruments recorded 
in Book 277, page 321; Book 284, page 
724; Book 291, page 850; and Book 298, 
page 432, the records of Madison County, 
Montana. By written instrument recorded as 
Instrument No. 160754, benefi cial interest in 
the Deed of Trust was assigned to U.S. Bank 
National Association, as Trustee, successor 
in interest to Wachovia Bank, National Asso-
ciation, as Trustee for Wells Fargo Asset Se-
curities Corporation, Mortgage Pass-Through 
Certifi cates, Series 2005-AR10. Benefi ciary 
has declared the Grantor in default of the 
terms of the Deed of Trust and the promisso-
ry note (“Note”) secured by the Deed of Trust 
because of Grantor’s failure timely to pay 
all monthly installments of principal, interest 
and, if applicable, escrow reserves for taxes 
and/or insurance as required by the Note and 
Deed of Trust. According to the Benefi ciary, 
the obligation evidenced by the Note (“Loan”) 
is now due for the 03/01/11 installment pay-
ment and all monthly installment payments 
due thereafter. As of December 10, 2015, the 
amount necessary to fully satisfy the Loan 
was $422,775.86. This amount includes the 
outstanding principal balance of $351,735.95, 
plus accrued interest, accrued late charges, 
accrued escrow installments for insurance 
and/or taxes (if any) and advances for the 
protection of benefi ciary’s security interest (if 
any). Because of the defaults stated above, 
Benefi ciary has elected to sell the Property to 
satisfy the Loan and has instructed Succes-
sor Trustee to commence sale proceedings. 
Successor Trustee will sell the Property at 
public auction the North Entrance of the Mad-
ison County Courthouse, 110 East Wallace 
St., Virginia City, MT 59755, City of Virginia 
City on April 27, 2016 at 2:00 PM, Mountain 
Time. The sale is a public sale and any per-
son, including Benefi ciary and excepting only 
Successor Trustee, may bid at the sale. The 
bid price must be paid immediately upon the 
close of bidding at the sale location in cash 
or cash equivalents (valid money orders, 
certifi ed checks or cashier’s checks). The 
conveyance will be made by trustee’s deed 
without any representation or warranty, ex-
press or implied, as the sale is made strictly 
on an as-is, where-is basis. Grantor, succes-
sor in interest to Grantor or any other person 
having an interest in the Property may, at 
any time prior to the trustee’s sale, pay to 
Benefi ciary the entire amount then due on 
the Loan (including foreclosure costs and 
expenses actually incurred and trustee’s and 
attorney’s fees) other than such portion of the 
principal as would not then be due had no 
default occurred. Tender of these sums shall 
effect a cure of the defaults stated above (if 
all non-monetary defaults are also cured) 
and shall result in Trustee’s termination of 
the foreclosure and cancellation of the fore-
closure sale. The trustee’s rules of auction 
may be accessed at www.northwesttrustee.
com and are incorporated by the reference. 
You may also access sale status at www.
Northwesttrustee.com or USA-Foreclosure.
com. (TS# 7023.110036 RUFF, GREGORY 
L.) 1002.268323-File No.
(Pub. Jan., 28, Feb. 4, 11, 2016) nts
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR CASE 
41F-A15 (PART OF)
Kroenke Land and Livestock Company LLC 
(claimant) has requested amendments to wa-
ter rights on Jack Creek and one stock water 
right from Cedar Creek.
Claim Numbers 41F 15327 00 through 41F 
15335 00
Claimant has requested the points of diver-
sion for Claim Nos. 41F 15327 00, 41F 15328 
00, 41F 15329 00, 41F 15330 00, 41F 15331 
00, 41F 15332 00, 41F 15333 00, 41F 15334 
00, and 41F 15335 00 be amended to correct 
scribers’ errors and refl ect historic use. The 
source is Jack Creek. The current points of 
diversion, SWSWNW Section 34, Twp 5S, 
Rge 1E and SWNENE Section 33, Twp 5S, 
Rge 1E, will be corrected to the following 
point of diversion, SWSWNW Section 34, 
Twp 5S, Rge 1E.
Claim Numbers 41F 26868 00 through 41F 
26871 00
Claimant has requested the point of diversion 
for Claim Nos. 41F 26868 00, 41F 26869 00, 
41F 26870 00, and 41F 26871 00 be amended 
to refl ect historic use.  The source is Jack 
Creek. The following point of diversion, NEN-
WNE Section 33, Twp 5S, Rge 1E, will be cor-
rected to the following location: SWSWNW 
Section 34, Twp 5S, Rge 1E.
Claim Number 41F 26871 00
The claimant has requested that the place of 
use and period of diversion for Claim No. 41F 
26871 00 be amended to correct scriber’s er-
rors and refl ect historic use. 41F 26871 00 is 
a stock water right from Jack Creek. Place of 
Use ID #1 will be corrected from NESENW 
Section 31, 5 South, 1 West to NESENW 
Section 31, 5 South, 1 East. The Period of 
Diversion is being amended from June 1-Oct 
15 to May 1-Oct 15 to match the period of ir-
rigation, because the stock drink while water 
is diverted for irrigation.
Claim Number 41F 153955-00 
Claimant has requested corrections to legal 
land descriptions for the Points of Diversion 
and Places of Use for stock water Claim 
No. 41F 153955 00. The locations where 
livestock have been drinking from the creek 
and ditches are not changing. The source is 
Cedar Creek and its tributaries on Claimant’s 
property. For a complete description of the 
corrections, please contact the Water Court.
Objection Date:
In accordance with Section 85-2-223(6), 
MCA, any response or objection to the Mo-
tions to Amend must be fi led with the Mon-
tana Water Court, P.O. Box 1389, Bozeman, 
MT 59771-1389, by March 27th, 2016. Please 
indicate “Case 41F-A15” on any response, 
objection or other correspondence related to 
this Motion to Amend.

(Pub. Jan. 28, Feb. 4 and 11, 2016) dms
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, 
MADISON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
KARLA M. BOYD,
Deceased.
Probate No. DP-29-2016-2
Hon. Judge Loren Tucker
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned have been appointed personal 
representative of the above-named estate.  
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the fi rst publication 
of this notice or said claims will be forever 
barred.  
Claims must either be mailed to Richenda A. 
Scott and Jon M. Scott, the personal repre-
sentatives, return receipt requested, at P.O 
BOX 154, Virginia City, Montana 59755-0154, 
or fi led with the Clerk of the above-entitled 
Court.  
DATED this 19th day of January, 2016
//s// Richenda A. Scott
Personal Representative
//s// Jon M. Scott
Personal Representative
(Pub.  Feb. 4, 11, 18, 2016) lb
MNAXL

PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO 
PROTEST TRANSFER OF OWN-
ERSHIP AND RELOCATION 
OF RETAIL ON-PREMISES 
CONSUMPTION RESTAURANT 
BEER AND WINE WITH CA-
TERING ENDORSEMENT LI-
CENSE TO PIC-A-NIC BASKET
Sherri D. Shows and Joel L. Shows, JTROs, 
Owners, d/b/a The Pic-A-Nic Basket have ap-
plied to move Montana Retail On-Premises 
Consumption Restaurant Beer and Wine with 
Catering Endorsement License No. 25-729-
4638-402 to The Pic-A-Nic Basket, 97 North 
1st Street, Ennis, Madison County.  The pub-
lic may protest this license transfer in accor-
dance with the law.
Who can protest this transfer? Protests will 
be accepted from residents of the county of 
the proposed location (Madison County), res-
idents of adjoining Montana counties (Bea-
verhead, Silver Bow, Jefferson and Gallatin 
Counties), and residents of adjoining counties 
in another state if the criteria in 16-4-207(4)
(d), Montana Code Annotated (MCA), are 
met. 
What information must be included? Protest 
letters must be legible and contain (1) the pro-
testor’s full name, mailing address, and street 
address; (2) the license number (25-729-
4638-402) and the applicant’s name (Sherri 
D. Shows and Joel L. Shows, JTROs, Own-
ers, d/b/a The Pic-A-Nic Basket); (3) an indi-
cation that the letter is intended as a protest; 
(4) a description of the grounds for protesting; 
and (5) the protestor’s signature. A letter with 
multiple signatures will be considered one 
protest letter.
What are valid protest grounds?  The protest 
may be based on the applicant’s qualifi ca-
tions listed in 16-4-401, MCA, or the grounds 
for denial of an application in 16-4-405, MCA.  
Examples of valid protest grounds include: (1) 
the applicant is unlikely to operate the estab-
lishment in compliance with the law; (2) the 
proposed location cannot be properly policed 
by local authorities; and (3) the welfare of the 
people in the vicinity of the proposed location 
will be adversely and seriously affected.
How are protests submitted?  Protests must 
be postmarked to the Department of Rev-
enue, Offi ce of Dispute Resolution, P.O. Box 
5805, Helena, Montana  59604-5805 on or 
before February 22, 2016.
What happens if the transfer is protested?  
Depending on the number of protests and 
the protest grounds, a public hearing will be 
held in Helena or in Ennis. All valid protestors 
will be notifi ed of the hearing’s time, date and 
location. Hearings typically are scheduled 
within 90 days.  A protester’s hearing testimo-
ny is limited to the grounds in the protester’s 
letter.  Following the hearing, the Department 
of Revenue will notify the public whether the 
license transfer is approved or denied.
How can additional information be obtained? 
The cited MCA statutes are online at leg.
mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/. Questions may be 
directed to Danette Tenneson, Compliance 
Specialist for the Department of Revenue’s 
Liquor Control Division, at (406) 444-4332 or 
DTenneson@mt.gov.
(Pub.  Feb. 4, 11, 2016) mdr
MNAXLP

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVIC-
ES BY THE TOWN OF TWIN 
BRIDGES, MONTANA
The Town of Twin Bridges has been awarded 
a Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Planning Grant by the Montana De-
partment of Commerce (DOC) to update to 
the Town’s Subdivision Regulations.  In addi-
tion, the project will include the development 
of recommendations for a future process to 
create a Zoning Code, Annexation Policy 
and Infrastructure Design Standards. The 
emphasis of this project will be to engage 
a consultant with experience in subdivision 
regulations development for small communi-
ties. The Town of Twin Bridges is requesting 
proposals for professional services to assist 
the governing body in this endeavor while 
complying with all applicable requirements 
under the Montana CDBG Program. 
Responses should include as applicable: the 
fi rm’s legal name, address, and telephone 
number; the principal(s) of the fi rm and their 
experience and qualifi cations; the experience 
and qualifi cations of the staff to be assigned 
to the project; a description of the fi rm’s prior 
experience, including any similar projects, 
size of community, location and name of local 
offi cial knowledgeable regarding the fi rm’s 
performance. Compensation will be negoti-
ated with the selected offeror. Unsuccessful 
offerors will be notifi ed in writing as soon as 
possible. 
Additional information on the project, and/or 
a copy of the CDBG application can be ob-
tained by contacting Mayor Tom Hyndman, 
104 E.6TH Ave, Twin Bridges, MT. 59754 
(Phone 406-596-1312). All proposals in re-
sponse to the RFP must be received by 3:00 
p.m. February 19, 2016. 
The Town of Twin Bridges is an equal oppor-
tunity employer. 
(Pub.  Feb. 4, 11, 2016 ) totb
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, 
MADISON COUNTY
IN THE RE OF THE ESTATE OF:

LAURA THELMA BARIL, also known as 
THELMA BARIL,
Deceased.
Probate No. DP-29-2016-3
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate.  All persons having claims against 
said decedent are required to present their 
claims within four (4) months after the date 
of the fi rst publication of this notice, or said 
claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to WILFRED B. 
BARIL, the Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, at 21240 W. Sycamore 
Drive, Buckeye, AZ  85396, or fi led with the 
Clerk of the above-entitled Court.
Dated:  January 12, 2016
//s// WILFRED B. BARIL
Personal Representative
STATE OF ARIZONA)
:ss
COUNTY OF Maricopa)
WILFRED B. BARIL, being fi rst duly sworn, 
upon oath, deposes and says:
That he has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of his knowledge 
and belief.  I make this declaration under pen-
alty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana.
//s// WILFRED B. BARIL
Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 12th day of January, 2016.
//s// Brenda Rodriguez
Notary Public for the State of Arizona
Residing at:  Buckeye, Arizona  
My Commission expires: July 13, 2019
(SEAL)
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Offi ce Box 55
Ennis, MT  59729
Telephone:  (406) 682-7878
(Pub.  Feb. 4, 11, 18, 2016) km
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE 
THE FOLLOWING LEGALLY DESCRIBED 
TRUST PROPERTY TO BE SOLD FOR 
CASH AT TRUSTEE’S SALE.  Notice is 
hereby given that the undersigned Successor 
Trustee will, on June 8, 2016 at the hour of 
02:00 PM, sell at public auction to the highest 
bidder for cash, the interest in the following 
described real property which the Grantor 
has or had power to convey at the time of 
execution by him of the said Deed of Trust, 
together with any interest which the Grantor 
or his successors in interest acquired after 
the execution of said Deed of Trust, to satisfy 
the obligations thereby secured and the costs 
and expenses of sale, including reasonable 
charges by the Successor Trustee, at the fol-
lowing place: 
North Entrance of the Madison County Court-
house, 110 East Wallace, Virginia City, MT 
59755
John A. “Joe” Solseng, a member of the Mon-
tana state bar, of Robinson Tait, P.S. is the 
duly appointed Trustee under and pursuant to 
the Deed of Trust in which Reid L. Rosenthal, 
as Grantor, conveyed said real property to 
Fidelity National title Ins. Comp., A Califor-
nia Corp. as Trustee, to secure an obligation 
owed to MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REG-
ISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., SOLELY AS 
NOMINEE FOR HOMECOMINGS FINAN-
CIAL NETWORK, INC, its successor and as-
signs, Benefi ciary of the security instrument, 
said Deed of Trust which is dated October 
31, 2005 and was recorded on November 17, 
2005 as Instrument No. 110237 BOOK 547 
PAGE 313, of offi cial records in the Offi ce of 
the Recorder of Madison County, Montana. 
The Deed of Trust encumbers real prop-
erty (“Property”) located at 308 South Main 
Street, Sheridan, MT 59749 and being more 
fully described as follows: 
THE LAND REFERRED TO IN THIS 
COMMITMENT IS DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN 
THE COUNTY OF MADISON, STATE OF 
MONTANA, LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: LOT 8 IN BLOCK 13 OF THE 
ORIGINAL TOWNSITE OF SHERIDIAN, AC-
CORDING TO THE OFFICIAL AMENDED 
PLAT OF THE SURVEY THEREOF NOW ON 
FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER, 
MADISON COUNTY, MONTANA
 The benefi cial interest under said Deed of 
Trust and the obligations secured thereby 
are presently held by Deutsche Bank Trust 
Company Americas, as Trustee for Residen-
tial Accredit Loans, Inc., Mortgage Asset-
Backed Pass-Through Certifi cates, Series 
2005-QA13. 
The Benefi ciary has declared the Grantor in 
default of the terms of the Deed of Trust and 
the Promissory Note (“Note”) secured by said 
Deed of Trust due to Grantor’s failure to time-
ly pay all monthly installments of principal, 
interest and if applicable, escrow reserves 
for taxes and/or insurance as required by the 
Note and Deed of Trust.  The default for which 
foreclosure is made is grantors’ failure to pay 
when due the following sums: monthly pay-
ments of $5,499.99 beginning June 1, 2014; 
plus interest due of $4,379.62; plus escrow 
payment of $4,153.38; together with title ex-
pense, costs, trustee’s fees and attorney’s 
fees incurred herein by reason of said default; 
any further sums advanced by the benefi ciary 
for the protection of the above described real 
property and its interest therein; and prepay-
ment penalties/premiums, if  applicable.
By reason of said default, the benefi ciary has 
declared all sums owing on the obligation 
secured by said trust deed immediately due 
and payable, said sums being the following, 
to wit: $91,117.50 with interest thereon at the 
rate of 2.87500 percent per annum beginning 
May 1, 2014; plus uncollected late charges of 
$282.23; plus escrow advances of $3,996.08; 
plus property inspection fee of $228.75; plus 
title search of $430.00; plus other foreclosure 
fees and costs of $1,931.00; plus other costs 
of $101.56; together with title expense, costs, 
trustee’s fees and attorney’s fees incurred 
herein by reason of said default; any further 
sums advanced by the benefi ciary for the pro-
tection of the above described property and 
its interest therein; and prepayment penal-
ties/premiums, if applicable. 
Due to the defaults stated above, the Ben-
efi ciary has elected and has directed the 
Trustee to sell the above-described property 
to satisfy the obligation. 
Notice is further given that any person named 
has the right, at any time prior to the date 
last set for the sale, to have this foreclosure 
proceeding dismissed and the Deed of Trust 
reinstated by making payment to the Ben-
efi ciary of the entire amount then due (other 
than such portion of the principal as would not 
then be due had no default occurred) and by 
curing any other default complained of herein 
that is capable of being cured by tendering 
the performance required under the obliga-
tion or to cure the default, by paying all costs 
and expenses actually incurred in enforcing 

the obligation and Deed of Trust, together 
with Successor Trustee’s and attorney’s fees. 
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any 
reason, the successful bidder’s sole and ex-
clusive remedy shall be the return of monies 
paid to the Successor Trustee and the suc-
cessful bidder shall have no further recourse. 
Dated:  January 22, 2016 
/s/ John A. “Joe” Solseng
John A. “Joe” Solseng, a member of the Mon-
tana state bar, Attorney of Robinson Tait, 
P.S., MSB #11800
(Pub.  Feb. 4, 11, 18, 2016) RTps
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Liberty Place, Inc. /Whitehall Public Trans-
portation is seeking bids for a 3 bus stor-age 
unit to be built behind Liberty Place, Inc. 
Corporate building at 313 W. Legion Ave in 
Whitehall. Project details can be picked up 
at the Liberty Place, Inc. offi ce. Sealed bids 
can be dropped off before 12:00pm on Feb-
ruary 19, 2016. Bids will be formally opened 

on February 24, 2016 at 
1:00pm. 

(Pub.  Feb. 4, 11, 18, 2016) wpt
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, 
MADISON COUNTY
IN THE RE OF THE ESTATE OF:
WILLIAM RICHARD STRUCKMAN, also 
known as WILLIAM R. STRUCKMAN,
Deceased.
Probate No. DP-29-2016-4
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate.  All persons having claims against 
said decedent are required to present their 
claims within four (4) months after the date 
of the fi rst publication of this notice, or said 
claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to DOLORES V. 
STRUCKMAN, the Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, at PO. Box 1438, 
Ennis, MT  59729, or fi led with the Clerk of 
the above-entitled Court.
Dated: January 22, 2016
//s// DOLORES V. STRUCKMAN
Personal Representative
STATE OF MONTANA )
:ss
COUNTY OF MADISON )
DOLORES V. STRUCKMAN, being fi rst duly 
sworn, upon oath, deposes and says:
That she has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of her knowledge 
and belief.  I make this declaration under pen-
alty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana.
//s// DOLORES V. STRUCKMAN
Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 22nd day of January, 2016.
//s// Karen McMullin
Notary Public for the State of Montana
Residing at: Ennis
My Commission expires: 9/14/2019
(SEAL)
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Offi ce Box 55
Ennis, MT  59729
Telephone:  (406) 682-7878
(Pub.  Feb. 4, 11, 18, 2016) km
MNAXLP

NOTICE THAT A TAX DEED 
MAY BE ISSUED
TO THE FOLLOWING INTERESTED PAR-
TIES (REGARDING THE REAL PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED BELOW) WHOSE CURRENT 
ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN: 
Tim Stasnos; Estate of Tim Stasnos; Olga 
Mihopoulos; Christos Stasnos; Mike Miho-
poulos; Any Assigns, Successors, Personal 
Representatives, Heirs, Devisees or Ben-
efi ciaries of or to the Above Parties; and Any 
Other Parties Claiming an Interest, Whether 
Legal or Equitable in the Real Property De-
scribed Below. 
Pursuant to section 15-18-212, Montana 
Code Annotated, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN: 
1. As a result of a property tax delinquency, 
a property tax lien exists on the following de-
scribed real property in which you may have 
an interest (Madison County Tax Parcel/ID 
No. 19319200): 
Madison County Treasurer’s Abbreviated Le-
gal Description:
SECTION: 15 TOWNSHIP: 03S RANGE: 
03W 
ACRES 14.68, MERCURY SUR 10799 ME 
0681
GEOCODE: 25-0690-15-3-02-01-0000
Full Legal Description:    
THE MERCURY PATENTED LODE MIN-
ING CLAIM, A PORTION OF SURVEY NO. 
10799, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
IN PATENT, HAVING A BLM PATENT NUM-
BER 1120769, EMBRACING A PORTION 
OF SECTIONS 15 AND 16, TOWNSHIP 3 
SOUTH, RANGE 3 WEST, P.M.M., MADI-
SON COUNTY, MONTANA, ACCORDING 
TO PATENT RECORDED AS DOCUMENT 
NO. 165135, RECORDS OF MADISON 
COUNTY, MONTANA.
2. The 2011 property taxes (second half) be-
came delinquent on June 1, 2012.
3. The property tax lien was attached as the 
result of a tax lien sale held on July 16, 2012.
4. The property tax lien was purchased at a 
tax lien sale on July 17, 2012, by: 
Madison County, 103 W. Wallace Street, P.O. 
Box 247, Virginia City, MT 59755.
5. The lien was subsequently assigned on 
August 13, 2012, to:
Eric J. Bashore, P.O. Box 80242, Billings, MT 
59108.
6. As of February 11, 2016, the amount of tax 
due is: 
TAXES:        $20.00
PENALTY:            $.40
INTEREST:          $5.17
COST:      $365.97
TOTAL:      $391.54
NOTE: Interest continues to accrue at a rate 
of 5/6 of 1% per month.
7. For the property tax lien to be liquidated, 
the total amount listed in paragraph 6, plus 
any subsequent accrued interest and any 
other applicable subsequent taxes, penalties, 
interest and costs due, must be paid by April 
18, 2016, which is the date that the redemp-
tion period expires or expired. 
8. If all taxes, penalties, interest, and costs 
are not paid to the county treasurer on or prior 
to April 18, 2016, which is the date the re-
demption period expires, or on or prior to the 
date on which the county treasurer will oth-
erwise issue a tax deed, a tax deed may be 
issued to the purchaser/assignee on the day 
following the date that the redemption period 
expires or on the date the county treasurer 
will otherwise issue a tax deed. 
9. The business address and telephone num-

ber of the county treasurer who is responsible 
for issuing the tax deed is: Madison County 
Treasurer, 103 W. Wallace Street, P.O. Box 
247, Virginia City, MT 59755, Telephone: 
(406) 843-4212.
FURTHER NOTICE FOR THOSE PER-
SONS/ENTITIES LISTED ABOVE WHOSE 
ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN:
1)The address of the interested party is un-
known. 
2)The published notice meets the legal re-
quirements for notice of a pending tax deed 
issuance. 
3)The interested party’s rights in the property 
may be in jeopardy. 
Dated at Ennis, Montana this 11th day of Feb-
ruary, 2016.
By: /s/ Eric J. Bashore, P.O. Box 80242, Bill-
ings, MT 59108
(Pub. Feb. 11, 18, 2016) eb
MNAXLP

NOTICE THAT A TAX DEED 
MAY BE ISSUED
TO THE FOLLOWING INTERESTED PAR-
TIES (REGARDING THE REAL PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED BELOW) WHOSE CURRENT 
ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN: 
Tim Stasnos; Estate of Tim Stasnos; Olga 
Mihopoulos; Christos Stasnos; Mike Miho-
poulos; Any Assigns, Successors, Personal 
Representatives, Heirs, Devisees or Ben-
efi ciaries of or to the Above Parties; and Any 
Other Parties Claiming an Interest, Whether 
Legal or Equitable in the Real Property De-
scribed Below. 
Pursuant to section 15-18-212, Montana 
Code Annotated, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN: 
1.As a result of a property tax delinquency, a 
property tax lien exists on the following de-
scribed real property in which you may have 
an interest (Madison County Tax Parcel/ID 
No. 19319300): 
Madison County Treasurer’s Abbreviated Le-
gal Description:
SECTION: 15 TOWNSHIP: 03S RANGE: 
03W 
ACRES 14.68, MANHATTAN SUR 10799 ME 
0681
GEOCODE: 25-0690-15-3-01-01-0000
Full Legal Description:    
THE MANHATAN PATENTED LODE MIN-
ING CLAIM, A PORTION OF SURVEY NO. 
10799, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
IN PATENT, HAVING A BLM PATENT NUM-
BER 1120769, EMBRACING A PORTION 
OF SECTIONS 15 AND 16, TOWNSHIP 3 
SOUTH, RANGE 3 WEST, P.M.M., MADI-
SON COUNTY, MONTANA, ACCORDING 
TO PATENT RECORDED AS DOCUMENT 
NO. 165135, RECORDS OF MADISON 
COUNTY, MONTANA.
2.The 2011 property taxes (second half) be-
came delinquent on June 1, 2012.
3. The property tax lien was attached as the 
result of a tax lien sale held on July 16, 2012.
4. The property tax lien was purchased at a 
tax lien sale on July 17, 2012, by: 
Madison County, 103 W. Wallace Street, P.O. 
Box 247, Virginia City, MT 59755.
5. The lien was subsequently assigned on 
August 13, 2012, to:
Eric J. Bashore, P.O. Box 80242, Billings, MT 
59108.
6. As of February 11, 2016, the amount of tax 
due is: 
TAXES:        $20.00
PENALTY:            $.40
INTEREST:          $5.17
COST:      $365.97
TOTAL:      $391.54
NOTE: Interest continues to accrue at a rate 
of 5/6 of 1% per month.
7. For the property tax lien to be liquidated, 
the total amount listed in paragraph 6, plus 
any subsequent accrued interest and any 
other applicable subsequent taxes, penalties, 
interest and costs due, must be paid by April 
18, 2016, which is the date that the redemp-
tion period expires or expired. 
8. If all taxes, penalties, interest, and costs 
are not paid to the county treasurer on or prior 
to April 18, 2016, which is the date the re-
demption period expires, or on or prior to the 
date on which the county treasurer will oth-
erwise issue a tax deed, a tax deed may be 
issued to the purchaser/assignee on the day 
following the date that the redemption period 
expires or on the date the county treasurer 
will otherwise issue a tax deed. 
9. The business address and telephone num-
ber of the county treasurer who is responsible 
for issuing the tax deed is: Madison County 
Treasurer, 103 W. Wallace Street, P.O. Box 
247, Virginia City, MT 59755, Telephone: 
(406) 843-4212.
FURTHER NOTICE FOR THOSE PERSONS 
/ENTITIES LISTED ABOVE WHOSE AD-
DRESSES ARE UNKNOWN:
1) The address of the interested party is un-
known. 
2) The published notice meets the legal re-
quirements for notice of a pending tax deed 
issuance. 
3) The interested party’s rights in the property 
may be in jeopardy. 
Dated at Ennis, Montana this 11th day of Feb-
ruary, 2016.
By: /s/ Eric J. Bashore, P.O. Box 80242, Bill-
ings, MT 59108
(Pub. Feb. 11, 18, 2016) eb
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE FORM FOR 
CHANGE OF LOCATION 
Notice of Intent to Transfer Location of Air 
Quality Permit (Pursuant to Section 75-2-
211, MCA, and ARM Title 17, Chapter 8, 
Subchapter 7, PERMIT, CONSTRUCTION 
AND OPERATION OF AIR CONTAMINANT 
SOURCES). RE Miller & Sons, Inc. will fi le on 
or about February 3, 2016, a notifi cation of in-
tent to transfer location of an air quality permit 
with the Permitting and Compliance Division/
Air and Waste Management Bureau of the 
Montana Department of Environmental Qual-
ity. Applicant seeks approval of its transfer of 
location of Portable Crushing Equipment Air 
quality Permit #3040-02 to Sec.  12, T055, 
R05W, Madison Co., .75 miles off Hwy 287 
on Horse Creek Road. The division must ap-
prove or disapprove the permit transfer within 
30 days of receipt of a complete notice of in-
tent. Any member of the public with question 
or who wishes to review a copy of the permit 
and the division’s analysis of it or to submit 
comments on the change of location must 
contact the division at 1520 East Sixth Ave., 
P.O. Box 200901, Helena, Montana 59620-
0901 phone (406) 444-3490. Any comments 
on the location transfer must be submitted to 
the division within 15 days after the date of 
this publication.  
(Pub. Feb. 11, 2016) rem
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE’S 
SALE on April 8, 2016, at 11:00 o’clock A.M. 
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Senior meals, Virginia City
Winter Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 
over  will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Thursdays 
(through May 2016) from 11:30 am to 12:30  for $3.50.

Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges
The TBS&CC provides meals for seniors every Tuesday 
and Friday at 11:30 a.m. at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant 
in Twin Bridges for seniors 60 years and up. (Spouse and 
caregivers are invited.) Donations for meals are appreci-
ated.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry, 
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 114 N. 
Main St. in New Beginnings. Serving the Ruby Valley 
from Silver Star to Virginia City. Contact Sandy at 842-
7843 or Wannetta at 842-5783 for more information.

Meals on Wheels, Sheridan
The Sheridan Senior Center off ers meals for seniors 60 
years and over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to 
eat at the senior center, family style for $3.50 or have their 
meal delivered for $4.00. Delivered meals are within the 
city limits of  Sheridan and should be called in by 10 a.m. 
Call Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

ENNIS MEALS ON WHEELS, ENNIS
Tuesday-Friday 11:45 am to 12:30 pm

Reservations 682-4422
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance for 
meal delivery or if  you plan to dine in. 
Ennis Senior center, 315 W Main Street

FEBRUARY 11 - FEBRUARY 18 MENU:
Thurs, Feb. 11: PULLED PORK, POTATO SALAD, 
APPLESAUCE, DESSERT
Friday,  Feb. 12: BEEF STEW, MASHED POTATOES, 
CROISSANT, DESSERT
Tuesday,  Feb. 16: LEMON GARLIC BAKED FISH, RICE 
PILAF, VEGGIES, DESSERT
Weds,  Feb. 17:  LASAGNA, SALAD, DINNER ROLL, 
DESSERT
Thurs,  Feb. 18:  OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN, SWEET 
POTATOES, VEGGIES, DESSERT

Prayer requests:
682-4788     843-5296     842-7713

Find 
Fellowship 

With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship
Joel Trenkle/Pastor

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.spirituality.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

682-4949
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m.
Mid-Week Service,
Wednesday 6 p.m.

606 Comley Way, Ennis
6 Blocks South of City Complex

Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 

Lay Leader: Dave Reintsma
(406) 594-3287

Offi ce: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group Weds at 6:30 pm
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group Sunday evenings

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church

114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Duane Deshner

Sunday Service

10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)

Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry

Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

We are a church dedicated
to serving this valley!

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fully Accessible
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH
Do not allow difference of opinion, 
or diversity of thought to separate 
you from your fellow-men, or to be 
the cause of dispute, hatred and 

strife in your hearts.

Rather, search diligently for the 
truth and make all men your 

friends.

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis
11:00 a.m.

Liturgy Schedule

St. Patrick, Ennis
Sunday ~ 10:30 a.m.

St. Mary, Laurin
Sunday ~ 8:30 a.m.
Deacon Andy Dorrington,

Pastoral Administrator ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Dustin 684-5255

 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis

843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Celebrate Recovery
Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Baptist Church

SUNDAY 
SERVICE

Christian Ed 
9:45 am

Morning 
Worship 10:45 am

(Nursery & 
Children's Church)

WEDNESDAY 
SCHEDULE
Snack &Yack 

6:30 pm
Family Night 

7-8:15 pm
(Prayer meeting, 
Women's bible 

study, youth group, 
kids groups)Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Thursday, February 11, 2016 B7

Area Senior 
Meals

at the front door of the Madison County Court-
house  located at 110 West Wallace Street in 
Virginia City, MT 59755, the following de-
scribed real property situated in Madison 
County, Montana:
Lot 2 of Ramshorn Mountain Estates Minor 
Subdivision, a portion of the NW ¼ NE¼ of 
section 18, Township 5 South, Range 4 West, 
P.M.M., according to the offi cial plat thereof 
fi led in Book 4 of plats, Page 260, Records of 
Madison County, Montana, excepting there-
from that portion conveyed to the State Water 
Conservation Board of the State of Montana 
by Document Recorded in Book 147, Page 45, 
together with the Improvements, Tenements, 
Hereditaments, and Appurtenances thereto. 
Jason R Schwend and Liza M Schwend, as 
Grantor(s), conveyed said real property to 
Charles J Peterson, Attorney, as Trustee, to 
secure an obligation owed to Countrywide 
Bank, FSB, as Benefi ciary, by Deed of Trust 
dated January 14, 2008 recorded January 29, 
2008 under Document No 124282.  The ben-
efi cial interest is currently held by Green Tree 
Servicing LLC.  First American Title Com-
pany, LLC, is the Successor Trustee pursuant 
to a Substitution of Trustee recorded in the 
offi ce of the Clerk and Recorder of Madison 
County, Montana.
 The benefi ciary has declared a default in the 
terms of said Deed of Trust by failing to make 
the monthly payments due in the amount of 
$1,927.17, beginning December 1, 2014, and 
each month subsequent, which monthly in-
stallments would have been applied on the 
principal and interest due on said obligation 
and other charges against the property or 
loan.  The total amount due on this obliga-
tion as of June 17,  2015 is $221,007.20 
principal, interest at the rate of 6.375% total-

ing $8839.53, late charges in the amount of 
$458.16, escrow advances of $1701.94 plus 
accruing interest at the rate of $38.61 per 
diem, late charges, and other costs and fees 
that may be advanced.
The Benefi ciary anticipates and may disburse 
such amounts as may be required to preserve 
and protect the property and for real property 
taxes that may become due or delinquent, un-
less such amounts of taxes are paid by the 
Grantors.  If such amounts are paid by the 
Benefi ciary, the amounts or taxes will be add-
ed to the obligations secured by the Deed of 
Trust.  Other expenses to be charged against 
the proceeds of this sale include the Trustee’s 
fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses 
of the sale and late charges, if any.
Benefi ciary has elected, and has directed the 
Trustee to sell the above described property 
to satisfy the obligation.
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the benefi ciary, excepting only the 
Trustee, may bid at the sale.  The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certifi ed checks or cashier’s 
checks).  The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed without any representation or 
warranty, including warranty of Title, express 
or implied, as the sale is made strictly on an 
as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the 
sale is being made subject to all existing con-
ditions, if any, of lead paint, mold or other en-
vironmental or health hazards.  The sale pur-
chaser shall be entitled to possession of the 
property on the 10th day following the sale.
The grantor, successor in interest to the 
grantor or any other person having an inter-
est in the property, at any time prior to the 
trustee’s sale, may pay to the benefi ciary or 

the successor in interest to the benefi ciary 
the entire amount then due under the deed 
of trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually in-
curred and attorney’s fees) other than such 
portion of the principal as would not then be 
due had no default occurred and thereby cure 
the default.
The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be post-
poned by public proclamation up to 15 days 
for any reason, and in the event of a bank-
ruptcy fi ling, the sale may be postponed by 
the trustee for up to 120 days by public proc-
lamation at least every 30 days.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A 
DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Dated: December 10, 2015
Dalia Martinez
Assistant Secretary,
First American Title Company, LLC
Successor  Trustee
Title Financial Specialty Services
PO Box 339
Blackfoot ID 83221 
STATE OF Idaho   
)
) ss.
County of Bingham   
)
On this 10 day of December, 2015 before me, 
a notary public in and for said County and 
State, personally appeared Dalia Martinez, 
known to me to be the Assistant Secretary 
of First American Title Company, LLC, Suc-
cessor Trustee, known to me to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing 
instrument and acknowledged to me that she 
executed the same.
Shannon Gavin

Notary Public
Bingham County, Idaho
Commission expires: 01/19/2018
Green Tree V Schwend 42072.406
(Pub. Feb. 11, 18, 25, 2016) mk
MNAXLP

NOTICE FOR PUBLIC COM-
MENT REQUEST FOR FLOOD-
PLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 
NOTICE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT REQUEST 
FOR FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 
The Madison County Floodplain Administra-
tor has received a Floodplain Development 
Permit application request from the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) 
to replace the boat ramp at the Varney Bridge 
Fishing Access Site. The project includes de-
molishing the existing boat ramp, construct-
ing a new concrete boat ramp at the same 
location, and minor repair of adjacent stream 
bank. The project is located at the Varney 
Bridge FAS (393 Varney Cutoff Road) on the 
east side of the Madison River in the E1/2 
NW1/4, Section 17, T 7S, R 1W, PM. 
A more precise map and description of the 
proposal is available for review at the Madi-
son County Planning Department, 103 W. 
Wallace, Virginia City, Montana. Comments 
concerning the above request should be di-
rected to the Floodplain Administrator by mail: 
P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, MT 59755; via 
phone: (406) 843-5250; via fax: (406) 843-
5229; or email: cfechter@madison.mt.gov. 
Comments will be received through Friday, 
February 26, 2016. In the event of substantial 
comment or protest to the issuance of the per-
mit, the Madison County Floodplain Adminis-
trator may hold a public hearing to determine 

whether the permit shall be issued. 
Charity Fechter, Floodplain Administrator 
Madison County
(Pub. Feb. 11, 2016) mcp
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Board of Madison County Commissioners 
will not be holding their regular Commission 
meeting on Monday, February 22, 2016, as they 
will be attending a court hearing at the Madison 
County Courthouse in Virginia City, MT.  The 
next regular meeting following this date will be 
held on Monday, February 29, 2016.
(Pub. Feb. 11, 18 2016) mcc
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Minutes of the Madison County Board of Com-
missioners’ meetings for the period beginning 
January 1, 2016, and ending on January 31, 
2016, are now available for public review in the 
offi ce of the Clerk and Recorder at the Madison 
County Courthouse.  Individual requests for 
personal copies of these minutes, or any previ-
ous minutes, will be accepted by the Clerk and 
Recorder in her offi ce.  Approved minutes can 
also be viewed on the Madison County website 
at www.madison.mt.gov.  Signed this 2nd day 
of February, 2016.
Kathleen Mumme
Madison County Clerk and Recorder
(Pub. Feb. 11, 2016) mcr
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Madison County Board of Commis-
sioners approved payroll for payment in the 

amount of $867,184.66 and claims for all funds 
in the amount of $750,040.65 with a total of 
$1,617,225.31 for the period beginning Janu-
ary 1, 2016, and ending on January 31, 2016.  
The full and complete claims and payroll lists 
are available for public review in the offi ce of 
the Clerk and Recorder at the Madison County 
Courthouse.  Individual requests for personal 
copies of these lists will be accepted by the 
Clerk and Recorder in her offi ce and can also 
be viewed on the Madison County website at 
www.madison.mt.gov.  Signed this 2nd day of 
February, 2016.
Kathleen Mumme
Madison County Clerk and Recorder
(Pub. Feb. 11, 2016) mcr
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Town of Twin Bridges has received notice 
of the award of Community Development Block 
Grant funds from the Montana Department of 
Commerce. Town of Twin Bridges will soon 
commence implementation of the updating the 
Town of Twin Bridges Subdivision Regulations 
project.   
CDBG regulations governing the grant require 
that to the great’s extent feasible, opportunities 
for training and employment arising in connec-
tion with this CDBG assisted project will be 
extended to local lower income resident. Fur-
ther, to the greatest extent feasible, business 
concerns located in or substantially owned by 
residents of the area will be utilized. 
For more information, please contact Mayor 
Tom Hyndman at Po. Box 307 Twin Bridges, 
MT. or call (406) 596-1312
(Pub. Feb. 11, 18 2016) totb
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICES cont. from pg B6

Ruby Valley Lenten Schedule:
Ash Wednesday, February 10:
Bethel United Methodist 
Church in Sheridan.

Wednesday, February 17:
Mountain View Chapel 
in Twin Bridges.

Wednesday, February 24:
Christ Episcopal Church 
in Sheridan.

Wednesday, March 2:
St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in Laurin.

Wednesday, March 9:
Dayspring Church on 
Hwy 287 in Sheridan.

Wednesday, March 16:
Notre Dame Catholic 
Church in Twin Bridges.
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Around 
the County

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 												
At-Large		 	 	 	 Committee	Member:	Linda	O’Connor			 	 406-738-4373	

At-Large	 	 	 	 Committee	Member:	Jeanette	“Tootie”	Rasmussen	 406-466-2091	

Lima/Melrose/Sheridan/	 	 Committee	Member:	Dale	Giem			 	 	 406-596-3253
Virginia	City/Twin	Bridges

Fairfield/Augusta/Fort	Shaw/Helena	 Committee	Member:	Ken	Naylor				 	 	 406-467-3409
	
Big	Sky		 	 	 	 Committee	Member:	Maggie	Biggerstaff				 	 406-580-6244
	
Browning/Heart	Butte		 	 Committee	Member:	Brother	Dale	Mooney	 406-338-5290	ext	111

	 In	addition,	there	are	two	other	ways	to	be	nominated:
1.		Any	15	or	more	members	acting	together	may	make	nominations	by	petition	up	to	30	days	prior	to	the	meeting.
2.		The	president	of	the	board	will	call	for	additional	nominations	from	the	floor	at	the	actual	meeting.

For	further	details	on	these	alternative	nomination	procedures,	please	call	1-800-796-4567	ext	4132.
The	election	will	be	held	in	Fairfield	at	the	Community	Hall	on	Monday,	March	21,	2016.		

The	business	meeting	begins	at	1:00	p.m.

1-800-796-4567			•			www.3rivers.net

	 The	Board	of	Trustees	has	selected	the	Nominating	Committee	for	the	3	Rivers	Telephone	Cooperative,	Inc.		
63rd	Annual	Meeting.		These	committee	members	are	looking	for	interested	3	Rivers	Telephone	Cooperative,	
Inc.	members	who	live	in	the	listed	exchange	areas	to	be	candidates	for	the	position	of	Trustee	on	the	Board	of	
Trustees.	This	Board	manages	the	business	and	affairs	of	3	Rivers	Telephone	Cooperative,	Inc.	

	 If	you	or	someone	you	know	is	interested	in	becoming	an	active	participant	on	the	Board	of	Trustees	of	
3	Rivers	Telephone	Cooperative,	Inc.	please	call	one	of	the	Nomination	Committee	members	listed	below	for	
requirements,	qualifications	and	responsibilities	by	February	15,	2016.

Compliments of 
Bill Mercer & Associates

RE/MAX Mountain Property
will pay for lunch at the Senior 

Center for the fi rst 25 seniors at the 
door on Friday, February 12th. 

Happy Valentines Day 
from Bill Mercer & Associates!

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

ATTENTION 
SENIORS - 
FIRST 25 
EAT FREE!!

aaaaa

aaaaa

Nominations 
sought for local 

stewardship 
awards

Submitted by Sunni Heikes-Knapton
Madison Conservation District

Do you know a local resident 
who makes an effort to take 
care of our land and water? Do 
they go out of their way to try 
something new? Do they make 
an effort to educate others? Isn’t 
it time to give them some well-
earned recognition? Consider 
nominating them for the 2016 
stewardship award and give 
them the honor they deserve.   

The Madison and Ruby 
Valley conservation districts 
are looking for nominations for 
their annual stewardship awards. 
These awards, presented each 
year at the conservation districts’ 
banquet, honor local people who 
have made a strong commitment 
to conservation and stewardship 
of natural resources in our area. 
An award will be given to a 
steward from each district.

Good candidates for the 
awards should demonstrate 
stewardship efforts that provide 
lasting benefi ts to the landscape, 
natural resources and community.  

Any resident of the Madison 
Conservation District or the Ruby 
Valley Conservation District 
can be nominated for an award. 
Winners of the awards will 
receive two tickets to the April 
16, 2016, banquet, recognition 
of their efforts at the banquet and 
a framed photo with a plaque.   

To nominate someone 
outstanding in the Madison 
Valley and Harrison/Pony 
area, download the nomination 
form from www.madisoncd.
net, and send nominations 
for residents of the Madison 
Conservation District to ATT: 
Sunni Heikes-Knapton, P.O. 
Box 606, Ennis, MT 59729 

or sunni@madisoncd.org.  
In the Ruby Valley, send 

nominations for residents of 
the Ruby Valley Conservation 
District to ATT: Rebecca 
Ramsey, P.O. Box 295, 
Sheridan, MT 59749 or 
rubywatershed@gmail.com. 

Nominations are due by 
5 p.m. March 11, 2016.

Confl ict resolution 
training

Submitted by Billy Whitehurst
Madison/Jefferson County 

MSU Extension

Ever been in confl ict with 
a peer, boss, employee, co-
worker, spouse, kid, coach, 
agency, offi cial or a hard headed 
neighbor? Are you the hard 
headed neighbor? Then this is the 
workshop for you. Head to First 
Madison Valley Bank at noon 
on Feb. 18 (lunch provided). 
Or if you are closer to the Ruby 
Valley, head to the Wagon Wheel 
Restaurant at 5 p.m. on Feb. 18 
(dinner provided). Please RSVP 
by noon on Feb. 16 by calling 
the extension offi ce at 287-3282.

Private and 
commercial 

applicator training

Submitted by Billy Whitehurst
Madison/Jefferson County 

MSU Extension

The Montana Weed Control 
Association is sponsoring 
a private and commercial 
applicator training on Thursday, 
Feb. 18, at Headwaters 
Livestock Auction Barn in 
Three Forks. The training 
starts at 8:30 a.m. and runs 
to 4:30 p.m. with a break for 
lunch at noon. Contact Scott 
Dunning for more information 
at 266-9243 or by emailing 
brweed@co.broadwater.mt.us.

Crop school

Submitted by Billy Whitehurst
Madison/Jefferson County 

MSU Extension

Gallatin, Madison/Jefferson 
and Broadwater county 

extensions are hosing a crops 
school on Wednesday, Feb. 

24, at Headwaters Livestock. 
Check in begins at 10 a.m. 

Please RSVP by Friday, Feb. 
19 at 5 p.m. by calling the 

Gallatin County extension offi ce 
at 388-3213 or by emailing 

gallatin@montana.edu. 

New resource 
for Montana’s 

beginning 
farmers, ranchers

Submitted by Annie Heuscher
Farm Link Montana

The vast majority of 
farmland in America will 
change hands in the next 20 
years as farmers age and retire. 
While many states are worried 

about how this will affect their 
communities, one new resource 
is helping Montana buck that 
trend by making new farmers 
better prepared to take over. 

Farm Link Montana is 
a comprehensive online 
clearinghouse for beginning 
farmers and ranchers. The 
project seeks to provide new 
producers with the resources 
and tools to start successful, 
sustainable businesses. The new 
website includes resources on 
production, marketing, fi nancial 
management, fi nancing, risk 
management, land access 
and evaluation and many 
other tools specifi cally geared 
towards Montana’s producers. 
In addition, the site includes 
three new programs to link 
new farmers with internships, 
mentorship and land.

Farm Link is being launched 
in conjunction with farm 
business planning courses being 
offered across the state through a 
partnership with Montana State 
University Extension. Workshops 
will utilize a new curriculum 
developed for Montana farmers; 
the full curriculum is available 
online on the Farm Link site.

 For more information, 
visit FarmLinkMontana.org.

Madison Farm 
to Fork closes 
greenhouse

Submitted by Cindy Owings
Madison Farm to Fork

Madison Farm to Fork’s 
board of directors has decided to 
close the production greenhouse 
for the 2016 growing season. 
In 2010, MF2F initiated the 
greenhouse project to fi ll the gap 
in produce at our fi rst farmers’ 
markets. We had bakers, bedding 
plants and crafters, but no 
commercial produce vendors. 
Since 2010, production in our 
greenhouse and outdoor garden 
has supplied produce for our 
farmers’ market, directly to 
customers at the greenhouse and 
to two restaurants in Ennis. We 
also donate to the food bank. 
Because of the business we are 
able to do, MF2F has ended up 
competing with produce growers 
who have entered the market 
since, which was not our intent. 
Our intent was to encourage 
produce growers to start 
businesses based on example.

The board is considering 
what to do with the greenhouse 
in 2016 and appreciates 
suggestions from the community.

Valentine’s 
movie in Ennis

Submitted by Sue Swanson
Ennis Assembly of God Church

Head to the Madison Theatre 
on Valentine’s Day at 7 p.m. to 
see “Mom’s Night Out.” The 
Ennis Assembly of God Church 
is sponsoring the fi lm. The youth 
group will be babysitting at the 
church during the fi lm – starting 
at 6:30 p.m. – for a donation. Call 
682-4197 for more information.

Upon completion of the arena, 
MSU offered Mel a job in the 
maintenance shop. He worked for 
the college until his retirement in 
1972.

With a new arena in place 
and rodeo in their blood, all of 
three of Mel’s sons participated 
in college rodeo at MSU, then 
carried on the tradition to their 
children.

“All my siblings rodeod,” 
said Gina. “I have two older 
sisters and a younger brother – 
three of us competed for MSU … 

my brother competed at Powell.”
Hall of fame

On Feb. 5, Icenoggle was 
inducted into the Montana 
Cowboy Hall of Fame at a 
ceremony in Great Falls. His 
three sons, Edgar, Bill and Bruce, 
were all in attendance, along with 
a handful of family members, and 
were presented a plaque in their 
father’s honor.

Inductees are nominated and 
selected by a board of trustees 
based out of their district. All 56 
Montana counties are divided 
into 12 districts with up to 20 
trustees in each district, and 

inductees are chosen based on 
their notable contributions to 
Montana and western heritage. 

“We feel it’s a great honor 
for him and we’re very proud of 
him,” said Bruce. 

“I think it signifi es, not only 
to us because as a family we were 
proud of Grandpa, but by him 
being inducted, it recognizes that 
people outside the family thought 
he was a pretty good man,” said 
Gina. “It’s not just us that thought 
he was cool.”

Photo courtesy Gina Kerzman
Mel performing a clown act in 

the 1934 Dillon rodeo.

COWBOY from pg. 1

JOIN  US  ON 
FACE B O O K! 
and be the first to get 

breaking news.
facebook.com/

madisonian
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ELECTRONIC SUPPLY
 (406) 682-7858
(406) 596-1513

mtnvw@3rivers.net

Jim Forsberg
Mountain View TV & Satellite, Inc.

6 Sunrise Loop Ste B
Ennis, MT 59729

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

THE Red Shed

GIFT SHOP  SILVER STAR, MT

 Red Shed Red Shed

new inventory arriving daily!
• over 500 different knives

• over 100 purses and 30+ wallets
• lots of jewelry,  scarves and other great gifts

All in our happy little cabin! • Cl� ed Sunday • 684-5255

Madison County Sanitarian’s Office
P.O. Box 278 - 103 W. Wallace Street

Virginia City, MT 59755
(O) 406-843-4275     (F) 406-843-5362

mcsani@madison.mt.gov

SERVSAFE TRAINING
The Madison County Sanitarian’s Office will be holding a series of ServSafe trainings. A 

successful passing grade will satisfy the Montana Food Code, which requires all licensed food 
establishments to have a Certified Food Manager on staff. 

The dates and locations are listed below:

DATE: FEBRUARY 9TH, TUESDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM HELD IN VIRGINIA CITY
 FEBRUARY 25TH, TUESDAY, 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM HELD IN VIRGINIA CITY

Fee: $75.00
Registration Deadline: One week prior to the class

Registration forms can be found on the Sanitarian’s page of the Madison County website at 
madison.mt.gov, or the Sanitarian’s Office, located at 103 W. Wallace Street in Virginia City.

Textbooks will be available for pick up at the Madison County Sanitarian’s Office. Applicants 
must be registered and fees paid in advance of receiving textbooks and exam materials. 

Lunch will be provided at no cost.
Please call the Sanitarian’s Office at 843-4265 to register for this training. Seating is limited, 

so please register early.

406-581-3531 (cell) or 406-682-7236 (office)
P.O. Box 63 - Ennis, Montana 

bid@3rivers.net

CROY
construction

Licensed - Insured - Professional
 Custom Homes - Residential  - Commercial

Gary Croy 
 owner

ENNIS NEEDS

Guys Like Us
HANDYMAN SERVICE 

All Home Repairs, 
Installations, 

Painting, 
Property 

care taking, 
Remodeling

PROFESSIONAL • RELIABLE • AFFORDABLE

Ed Hatlee 
406 581 3178                         
406 682 4483 

NO JOB 
TOO BIG 

OR SMALL

When the big guys 
are too busy call 

Guys Like US

Home Park
Assisted Living

596-3800 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homepa rka s s i s t e d l iv i ng . c om

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

Attention!
The Driver License Exam

Station now requires appointments 
for most services.

Appointments are required for the following:

All Written Tests
All Road Tests

All VIN Inspections
All Out-Of-State License Conversions

Exam stations cannot accommodate individuals 
without appointments.

Appointments can be made at
www.dojmt.gov/driving

SHERIDAN 
SCHOOLS 

ADULT 
EDUCATION 

To register for a class call Emily at 842-5302.

SHERIDAN ADULT OPEN GYM
SUNDAY EVENINGS (VOLLEYBALL) 7-9 PM

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS (BASKETBALL) 6-8 PM
COORDINATOR: ART HALL

Please bring clean, non-marking gym  shoes to help keep the 
gymnasium fl oor in good shape. 

Submitted by Jeff Laszlo
Granger Ranches

 
Following a courageous 

battle with cancer, Alex 
Diekmann passed away 
peacefully at his Bozeman 
home on Feb. 1. He 
was 52 years old. He is 
survived by his beloved 
family, sons Logan and 
Liam and his wife Lisa. 

Likely most reading 
this will not have known 
Diekmann, yet his life was 
inextricably connected to 
the Madison and greater 
Yellowstone area. Diekmann 
was the Senior Projects 
Manager at The Trust for 
Public Land, a national 
nonprofit specializing in the 
protection of places critical 
to people, communities 
and wildlife. In this role he 
worked diligently to conserve 
the Madison’s working 
ranches, natural resources and 
access to its cherished areas.

Diekmann’s association 
with the Madison Valley 
began 16 years ago. Local 
efforts were ongoing to ensure 
continued public access to the 
river’s famed Three Dollar 
Bridge area but the challenge 
was formidable. He became 
engaged with this dream and 
found a way to help make it a 
reality. Doing so required his 
knack for bringing together 
diverse interests including 
landowners, elected officials, 
government agencies and 
nonprofits. It also called 
for his talents in finance 
and fundraising. When I 
recently asked Rick Reese, 
one of the participating 
landowners, about 
Diekmann’s role in this effort 
he answered unequivocally, 
“Without Alex it never 
would have happened.”

 This answer resonated 
with me because I felt exactly 
the same after working with 
Diekmann for several years 
to structure the conservation 
easements now placed on our 
ranch. He was instrumental 
in overseeing a complex 
process that resulted in the 
preservation of our lands, 
agricultural operations and 
the O’Dell Creek headwaters. 
The latter set the stage for a 
decade of stream and wetland 
restoration, which transformed 
an important but degraded 
landscape into an ecological 
treasure. But for Diekmann’s 
involvement, dedication and 
creativity none of the above 
would have been realized. 

Through our association, 
Diekmann and I developed 
a close friendship, which 
was a true gift. Simply 
stated he was one of the 
most unique and inspiring 
people I have ever known. 
Whether it was his work or 
family, running or Nordic 
skiing, he gave it his all. 

After graduating from 
Yale University and receiving 
a business degree from 
University of California, 
Los Angeles, Diekmann 
worked on Wall Street and 
in the commercial real 
estate industry. While on 
this lucrative career path, 
he felt a calling to use his 
unique abilities toward a 
different end. He wanted 
to do something that would 
have lasting impact and leave 
the world a better place. His 
love of nature, all manner 
of outdoor activities and his 
fellow man led Diekmann 
to the Trust for Public Land 
whose motto is “Conserving 
Land for People.” 

While pursuing this new 
mission he achieved more 
than most could imagine. 
From one end of the Madison 
Valley to the other, his 
scorecard includes protections 
of The Olliffe Ranch, The Sun 
Ranch, The Granger Ranches, 
The Boltz Ranch, The Gecho 
Ranch and The Crumley 
Ranch. These perpetual 
easements, comprising 23,000 
acres, not only safeguard open 
space and working lands but 
also wildlife habitat, water 
resources and migratory 
corridors. When added to 
the Three Dollar Bridge 
project with its four miles 
of public river access and 

accompanying easement to 
the Lee Metcalf Wilderness, 
his legacy is immeasurable. 
He took quiet pride in these 
accomplishments but never 
elected to bask in their glory. 
Achieving the goal was good 
enough. Doing something 
enduring was enough. To use 
Diekmann’s own words, “It 
is unbelievable how proud 
people are of being involved 
in this (conservation) and 
that’s something you can’t 
put a price tag on. The 
rewards are entirely different. 
It is all about the heartfelt 
connection we have with the 
places we help conserve.” 

He was loved for his 
enthusiastic and generous 
spirit. He made one feel 
good about the world, 
always offering a kind 
word of encouragement 
and a big smile. He was 
honest to the core. What 
you saw is what you got. 

Successful conservation 
starts with conversation 
and Diekmann was a great 
listener. He took people’s 
interests and concerns to heart 
and put those ahead of any 
desire to get a deal done just 
to chalk up another victory. 
Developing friendships with 
partners and stakeholders was 
clearly as important to him 
as the conservation values 
his work sought to protect.

His career at the Trust for 
Public Land was summarized 
by Dick Dolan, Northern 
Rockies Director, who said 
“Between 2001 and 2015, 
Alex completed 55 land 
protection efforts across 
the Northern Rockies from 
the Gallatin Valley (32,000 
acres) to the Taylor Fork 
to the stunning Sawtooth 
Mountains of central Idaho. 
His preservation efforts 
total more than 100,000 
acres of agricultural lands, 
restored spring creeks, forests 
with access for fisherman 
and sportsmen, and even 
an historic homestead 
within the confines of 
Glacier National Park. 
Additionally, Alex retired 
772 acres of mining claims 
near Yellowstone National 
Park which threatened the 
headwaters of the Yellowstone 
and Stillwater Rivers.”

Despite fighting a vicious 
disease, Diekmann continued 
to work on what would be 
his last projects, conserving 
23,000 acres of forested 
lands surrounding Whitefish. 
These projects include the 
3,020 acre Haskill Basin 
Conservation Easement. 
The coda to his exemplary 
life will permanently secure 
the municipal water supply 
for the city of Whitefish, 
support sustainable timber 
management, and provide 
recreational public access 
to lands that are prized by 
the Whitefish community.

If the night sky should 
appear slightly different it 
is because a very bright star 
is gone. Alex Diekmann 
will be dearly missed but 
his conservation triumphs 
will be with us forever.

The Madison 
loses a friend
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MONDAYS 

Commissioner’s 
Meeting, Virginia City

Madison Co. 
Commissioners meet 

every Monday, 
unless noted, public 
welcome. 9:30 a.m. 

Annex Building

TUESDAYS

Madison County 
Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, 

Virginia City
Meeting the fi rst 
Tuesday of each 
month from 4:30 - 

6:30 p.m. in County 
Commissioner’s 

conference room in 
Broadway Annex. 

Ennis Arts 
Association, Ennis

Meet on the second 
Tuesday of every 

month at 10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.

org

Children's Story 
& Craft Time, 
Virginia City

Every Tuesday 
at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

Movie Night, 
VIrginia City

Movie Night at 
the Thompson-

Hickman Madison 
County Library

Every OTHER Tuesday 
night at 7:00 p.m.  

Please call 406-843-
5346 to fi nd out 
what is playing!

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come 

play tennis at the 
Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All 
levels welcome. 

Open Sew, Ennis 
Open Sew with the 
Quilt Guild- open 
to the public from 
2-5pm at Madison 

Valley Public Library 

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.

For all ages and skill 
levels - Two Tables
At the Pony School

Info @ 685-3481 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-
ins are at 9 am

Meetings at 9:30 am. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 
Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and 
Babies, Ennis

Madison Valley 
Public Library, 10:30 

a.m. 682-7244

Grief Support 
Group, Ennis

Everyone welcome. 
Meets every 

Wednesday, 5:30 
p.m. Madison Valley 

Baptist Church

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF 

EA. MONTH
NO meetings June, 

July or August.

MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison 
Valley Manor 

SunRoom

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come 

play tennis at the 
Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All 
levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 
11 a.m. Madison 

Valley Public 
Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts 

live music in the 
tasting room, 5:30 

p.m.. See the weekly 
ad on this page 
for performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. See the weekly 

ad on this page for 
weekly performers.

Hand-
embroidered 
pillowcases 
and dish 
towels

 

Call 
842-5681

NORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGS

Pool & Cafe 
(Sept - May)

Thurs-Fri-Mon: 4-10 pm
Sat-Sun: 12 noon-10 pm
Closed Tues & Weds
norrishotsprings.com

406.685.3303

    HOURS:

Fri 2/12-  Cosmo’s Dream

Americana Trio

Sat 2/13 - Jon Cheryl

Singer Songwriter

Sun 2/14 - Russ Chapman 

New Orleans Infused 

New Orleans infused Folk/Blues

MUSIC THIS WEEKEND:   

EVERY FRIDAY WE HAVE LIVE MUSIC
FROM 5:30 – 7:30 PM

COME JOIN THE FUN, LISTEN TO 
SOME GREAT MUSIC AND

ENJOY SPIRITS WITH A WESTERN FLAVOR!!
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 12TH: STEVE INGRAM

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 19TH: ED COYLE
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 26TH: DAVE HORTON

ASK ABOUT OUR WEEKLY BOTTLING PARTIES!!

682-4023
115 Main St., Ennis, MT

Evenings: Adults $8  • Children (12 & under) $6 Show time at 7:15 pm, 
Box Offi ce opens at 6:30 pm

Find us on at Madisontheatreennis

 Friday & Saturday 7:15 pm    Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm
COMING SOON:

KUNG FU PANDA 3 (PG)
13 HOURS: THE SECRET SOLDIERS OF BENGHAZI (R)

THE FINEST HOURS (PG-13)

www.ennismovies.com

BROOKLYN (PG-13)
Friday, Feb. 12 - Sunday, Feb. 14, 2016

Reservations not required but appreciated.  
Dine in or take out! For info and reservations, call: 842-7956

Valentine’s Day Dinner
A  TA S T E  O F  I TA LY

Homemade Italian food

SUNDAY, FEB 14, 5:30-8P.M.
THE RUBY HOTEL ON MAIN ST. 

IN SHERIDAN

Antipasto platter

Crisp mixed greens salad with Italian vinaigrette and 
freshly grated parmesan cheese

Homemade Italian bread and choice of: 
~Eight layer beef and sausage béchamel lasagna or
~Eight layer chicken and mushroom alfredo lasagna

Finish your meal with the famous dessert 
of Italy ~ Tiramisu!

$25/person      Beer and wine available
Come enjoy a delicious meal and support Jackson’s Garden!

$25/person      

Madison Conservation 
District Meeting

7 p.m, Tuesday, Feb. 16

Madison Valley 
Public Library

McAllister Inn
Steakhouse and Bar

5566 Hwy 287 N  •  Lunch and Dinner
For reservations - 406-682-5000

Montana Fine Dining, Steaks, 
Seafoodand Nightly Specials.

W I L L I E S D I S T I L L E R Y . C O M
312 E. MAIN ST, ENNIS  •  406-682-4117

Willie’s is hosting a special event from 
5 - 7:30 pm with specialty cocktails

live music by ethan kunard

Free Appetizers

Happy Valentines Day Eve!
February 13

Join us on 
Facebook! 
and be the fi rst to get 

breaking news.

facebook.com/madisonian

WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 10

Meeting, Ennis
The school board 

will hold its monthly 
meet at 5 p.m. at 
the high school.

THURSDAY
FEBRUARY 11
Book club, Ennis

Library book club will 
be discussing "Orphan 

Train" by Christina Baker 
Kline; discussion led by 

Kevin Brenneke at 1 p.m.

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 13

Honoring marriage 
– A Valentine’s Day 
date night, Sheridan
Focus on the Family 
presents a fun-fi lled 
stand up comedy 

event, too hilarious to 
miss.  A casual evening 
dedicated to honoring 

marriage starting 
with a potluck dinner 

beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
For more information 

call 596-0463.

Concealed weapons 
class, Ennis

This class will cover 

basic handgun safety, 
Montana Code for 
conceal and carry 

and discuss a variety 
of situations one might 
encounter that may 

require a force multiplier 
and the potential 

consequences. This 
class is designed to 

make you think about 
the responsibilities of 

carrying a concealed 
weapon and if so, 

how to do it lawfully. 
Call 682-4540  for 
more information.

FEBRUARY 13-14
Winterfest, Virginia City

Come cheer on your 
favorite broomball team 
and have lunch at the 

Elks Lodge, a warm 
place with activities for 
children to celebrate 
Valentine's Day and 

President's Day as well 
as inside broomball 

activities and games.  
Proceeds from lunch to 
benefi t the community 

park's ice rink.  

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 14
Valentine's dinner, 

Sheridan
Valentine's dinner in 

the upstairs of the Ruby 

Hotel with homemade 
Italian food provided 
by Jackson’s Garden. 

Dine in or take out 
from 5:30-8 p.m.

Please call 842-7956 
for more information. 

Reservations are 
not required but 
are appreciated.

TUESDAY
FEBRUARY 16

Meeting, Ennis
The Madison 

Conservation District 
will hold their annual 
meeting at 7 p.m. at 
the Madison Valley 

Public Library.

THURSDAY
FEBRUARY 18

Nonprofi t management 
series, Dillon

Join the Montana 
Nonprofi t Association's 

four-part nonprofi t 
management series. 

These day-long 
workshops in Missoula 

and Dillon will give you 
the tools and templates 

you need to develop 
your organization 

into a stronger, more 
effective nonprofi t. 
Please contact the 

University of Montana 
– Western campus for 

more information.

FRIDAY
FEBRUARY 19

Retreat, Virginia City
Join us for The Virginia 

City Women Writer's 
Retreat and share a 
creative experience 

that will touch body and 
soul. Workshop leaders 
are Allyson Adams and 
Montana Poet Laureate 
Tami Haaland. Workshop 

is Friday-Sunday. 
Call 818-825-9750 for 

more information.

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 20

Chautauqua, 
Virginia City

The Elling House Arts 
and Humanities center 
in Virginia City will be 

hosting a chautauqua 
program beginning at 
7:30 p.m. There will be 
a potluck prior to the 

program, which begins 
at 6:30 p.m. Those 

interested in performing 
should call 843-5454.

Avoiding violence 
class, Ennis

This is a six hour 
class that prepares 
you mentally and 

physically to read and 
anticipate a potentially 

dangerous situation 
and if necessary, to use 
your natural instincts to 
get away. This class will 

enable you to be aware 
of your mindset and 

those around you and 
is terrifi c for everyone, 

young children to 
elderly, men and 

women. Call 682-4540 
for more information.
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