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Courthouse improvements 
on deck for 
Madison County

Abigail Dennis
The Madisonian

a.dennis@
madisoniannews.com

Since 1875, the 
Madison County Court-
house has served as a 
home to county offi ces 
and both the district 
and justice courts.

Though the court-
house has been some-
what modernized to 
keep up with the times, 
the commissioners have 
a few issues to address, 
like accessibility and 
courtroom safety.

Commissioner 
Dave Schulz explained 
the county has a legal 
obligation to put an 
elevator in the court-
house because of a 
claim from a Madison 
County resident. The 
courtroom is located 
on the second fl oor of 
the building and is not 

accessible by everyone.
“It’s a serious 

issue,” Schulz said. 
“But we are taking a 
positive approach and 
moving forward.”

Other than an 
elevator, the tentative 
plans for the court-
house include shuffl ing 
around offi ces and 
putting a restroom 
on the main fl oor. 

The commissioners 
are currently working 
with an architecture 
fi rm to conceptual-
ize the project. 

“They need to talk 
with the state preserva-
tion offi ce,” Schulz said. 
“They need to talk with 
all the (county) offi ces 
that will be impacted.”

“We had an estimate 
a few years ago, just 
conceptually,” commis-
sioner Jim Hart added. 
“That was $650,000, but 
now I bet you it’ll be 
more than $1 million.”

THE BACKGROUND
In 2008, the com-

missioners established 
a courthouse advisory 
committee to outline 
priorities for structural 
changes and determine 
where the county offi ces 
should be located in 
the future, Hart said.

The committee 
identifi ed priorities, 
which ultimately led 
to the construction of 
the newly completed 
administrative build-
ing, located across the 
street from the historic 
courthouse in Virginia 
City. With that project 
fi nished, the new focus 
is on the courthouse.  

Schulz said up-
dating the court-
house is important 
for a few reasons.

“Our court and 
court related offi ces 
are busier than ever,” 
he said. “Consequently, 
our obligation for access 
isn’t going to go away.”

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
The Madison County Courthouse 

was constructed in 1875.

CLERK and RECORDER
Mumme sworn in as interim clerk

Abigail Dennis
The Madisonian

a.dennis@madisoniannews.com 

On Dec. 30, Madison Coun-
ty commission chair Jim Hart 
swore in Kathleen Mumme as 
the interim clerk and recorder 
and election administrator for 
the county after long-time clerk 
Peggy Kaatz-Stemler resigned.

 “It’s just time to move 
on,” Kaatz-Stemler said. 
“I’ve been working for the 
county for 27 1/2 years.”

Kaatz-Stemler fi rst started 
working for Madison County in 
the bookkeeping offi ce, which 
is now the fi nance offi ce. 

“I was the deputy (clerk 

and recorder) for one year,” she 
said. “Then I was appointed.”

The county clerk and 
recorder and election admin-
istrator oversees all elec-
tions in addition to recording 
county documents like deeds, 
mortgages, liens and more, 
Kaatz-Stemler explained.

Before Mumme was 
sworn in, Hart thanked 
Kaatz-Stemler for her years 
of service to the county.

“Your tutoring and exper-
tise is why we have a staff that 
can take over,” Hart said. 

Mumme was hired to the 
clerk and recorder’s offi ce in 
1993 – Kaatz-Stemler said 
Mumme was her fi rst hire when 

she took over the position.
“She’s been my deputy 

forever,” Kaatz-Stemler said. 
“She is the best person to take 
over. She’s the one for the job.”

When Kaatz-Stemler re-
signed, the commissioners were 
statutorily required to appoint 
an interim, Hart explained. 

“Because of where we are in 
the election cycle, we thought it 
was best to appoint (Mumme),” 
commissioner Dave Schulz 
said. “She will serve as the 
interim until the general elec-
tion in November. Then, if she 
wins, she will be sworn in as the 
permanent clerk and recorder 

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Kathleen Mumme, former deputy clerk and recorder, is sworn 
in as interim clerk and recorder and election administrator.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
The Madison River winds through the valley south of Cameron.

Watching the water
FWP releases annual Madison River report about trout population, temperature patterns, native fi sh protection

Abigail Dennis
The Madisonian

a.dennis@madisoniannews.com

At the end of last month, 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks region three fi sher-
ies biologist Pat Clancey 
released an annual report 

on the Madison River.
“We have to do reporting for 

the power company,” Clancey 
said, referring to NorthWest-
ern Energy, which controls the 
operations of both the Hebgen 
and Ennis dams. “And then we 
disseminate the information to 
the public – there’s always an 
interest in what the fi sh popula-

tion numbers are in the river.”
Clancey said the numbers of 

large fi sh dropped some in 2015, 
but are still at historic levels.

According to the report, 
population estimates were 
conducted in the Norris sec-
tion of the Madison River in 
March and in the Pine Butte and 
Varney sections in September. 

In the Pine Butte section 
in particular, rainbow trout 
that are 14 inches or more are 
more than 500 fi sh per mile. 

“2010 and 2011 were re-
ally good water years so lots 
of juvenile fi sh survived,” 
Clancey explained. “There 
was more water in the river so 
they had more space. We had 

really high numbers of large 
fi sh in 2013, partially due to 
those earlier really good water 
years. But they have started to 
age out of the population.”

Brown trout numbers in 
all three sections have re-
mained consistent, anywhere 
between 1,500 and 500 fi sh 
per mile, but dropped most 

signifi cantly in the Varney 
section of the river in 2015.

“(Large) fi sh are down from 
what they were the previous 
two years, but they still make 
up a decent portion of the 
population,” Clancey said. 

Turn to RIVER on pg. 2
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How well do YOU know 
Madison County?

THIS WEEK’S CONTEST 
IS SPONSORED BY 

Shovel & Spoon
Sheridan, MT

and
Maple’s Coffee

Ennis, MT

We’re pretty sure this is an easy one to 
guess ... but who knows!? The fi rst person 
to call 682-7755 and say the name of the 

street where we were driving gets the win!

Congrats, Cathy 
Barnes! You knew 

this was the road to 
Harrison from Cardwell. 

Enjoy your prize.

(and election administrator) 
once the canvas is complete. 
If someone else wins, they 
will be sworn in on Jan. 1 and 
(Mumme) will serve until then.”

Schulz said the commis-

sioners felt Mumme was the 
best choice to fi ll the offi ce in 
the interim for a few reasons.

“She has seniority in the 
department,” he said. “She 
knows the ropes. It will be a 
smooth transition for the offi ce.”

As for Mumme, the decision 

to accept the role as interim 
clerk and recorder and elec-
tion administrator was simple.

“I love everything about 
this job,” Mumme said. “The 
history, the voting, all of it.”

Mumme said she plans to 
run in the election, which will 

take place in November.
After she vowed to uphold 

the duties of the offi ce as the 
interim clerk and recorder 
and election administrator, 
Mumme was all business.

“Back to work,” she said, 
returning to her offi ce.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
County employees attend Mumme’s swearing in.

BASKETBALL ROUND UP
Abigail Dennis

The Madisonian
a.dennis@madisoniannews.com 

With the holiday season, 
Madison County schools went 
on break, and so did most of 
the area basketball teams. 
Last week, Ennis was the only 
Madison County high school 
that sent basketball teams to a 
game. Both the Mustangs and 
Lady Mustangs traveled to 
Manhattan Christian on Jan. 2 
for their fi rst games of 2016.

Boys basketball
The Mustangs lost in a 

one-point heartbreaker, 53 

– 54. At the end of the fi rst 
quarter, Ennis was up, 12 – 10 
and increased their lead dur-
ing the second quarter of play, 
entering the locker room up, 
28 – 23. After the half, the 
evenly-matched teams fought it 
out on the court and the Eagles 
were able to scored 18 points 
to Ennis’ 16 in the third quar-
ter. The Mustangs could not 
hold onto their lead and only 
scored nine points compared 
to Manhattan Christian’s 13 in 
the fi nal quarter, which caused 
them to lose by one point.

Jake Knack led the team with 
21 points, followed closely by 
Gavin McKitrick who scored 

18. Tracer Croy, Ty Morgan 
and Cole Crowley also con-
tributed, scoring six, six and 
two points, respectively. 

Girls basketball
The story was much the same 

for the Lady Mustangs, who led 
at the half but ultimately fell 
to the Lady Eagles, 51 – 59.

Ennis was up by two points, 
15 – 13, at the end of the fi rst 
quarter, and expanded on their 
lead to close out the half ahead, 
29 – 22. The third quarter, 
however, was all about the Lady 
Eagles, and Manhattan Chris-
tian scored 24 points to Ennis’ 
11. In the fi nal quarter of play, 

the Lady Eagles added 13 more 
points to their scoreboard to beat 
the Lady Mustangs by eight.

Danyel Martin led the team 
with 21 points. The next highest 
Mustang scorer was Jourdain 
Klein, who scored 14. Lexi 
Lindemulder and MaKenzie 
Moen each added six points, and 
Brigit Croy and Danika Philpott 
each scored two to contribute. 

* The Mustangs welcomed 
Lima to Ennis on Jan. 5, but 
statistics and scores were 
not available by The Madiso-
nian’s press time on Tuesday.

Native fi sh
Two summers ago, Clancey 

and his team placed remote site 
incubators fi lled with arctic 
grayling eggs at three loca-
tions along the West Fork in an 
effort to reintroduce the fi sh to 
the Madison River. Then last 
summer, they used the same 
West Fork locations but ex-
panded the program to some 
tributaries on private land.

“We put (the incubators 
and fertilized eggs) where we 
thought they would most read-
ily establish,” Clancey said. “It 
would be too hard to introduce 
them into the main stream of the 
river so we picked water that’s 
a manageable size – tributaries 
that are not far away from the 
river. They are a wide-ranging 
fi sh, they will move to the river.”

Clancey and his team have 
not found adult fi sh in the river 

yet, but that does not worry him.
“They would not be found 

there until several years 
down the road,” he said. 

The reason for the intro-
duction is twofold: to return 
the fi sh to its native land and 
to provide greater diversity 
for anglers, Clancey said.

“Mountain whitefi sh, 
westslope cutthroat and gray-
ling were the fi sh in the river 
before browns and rainbows,” 
Clancey said. “We want to 
expand (grayling and westslope 
cutthroat) range to diminish 
the likelihood of them being 
listed as endangered species.”

Westslope cutthroat trout 
inhabit more than 60 miles 
of streams in Cherry Creek 
and Clancey said he estimates 
there are more than 50,000 
of the fi sh in that drainage.

“They are moving into 
the river,” he said. “An-
glers are starting to see 

them and catch them.”
In addition to Cherry Creek, 

Clancey has done cutthroat 
introduction in Ruby Creek.

“We’re trying to imple-
ment some projects to conserve 
existing westslope popula-
tions in that drainage,” he said. 
“We think they are between 
90 and 100 percent genetically 
pure. We would have to build 
some barrier so the non-native 
trout don’t get in there.”

In 2015, Clancey’s team also 
implemented a barrier along 
Cabin Creek – near Quake Lake 
– to isolate 12 to 15 miles of 
stream for westslope cutthroat.

“There are a couple other 
small streams we may pursue 
efforts on,” Clancey said.

Water temperatures
Clancey said water tempera-

ture trends have not changed 
much in the Madison River over 
the last 20 years, but next year 

might be the one to watch.
Construction on the Hebgen 

Dam is in its fi nal stages and 
water is currently being released 
from a pipe 40 feet deep. For 
the summer of 2016, the water 
will be released from the top of 
the dam, like it has been for the 
past four years for the con-
struction season. Clancey said 
temperatures are warmer than 
they have historically been be-
tween Hebgen Lake and Quake 
Lake when the dam releases 
from the surface, but Quake 
Lake serves to cool the water.

“By the time the water gets 
down to the West Fork area it 
has enough tributary infl ow 
that it’s just about at normal 
temperatures,” he said. “It will 
be interesting to see if the fi sh 
(populations and sizes) change 
once the dam returns to nor-
mal operating conditions.”
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more news:

“We just want to take a proactive 
approach to living with predators, 

having seen carcass composting work 
elsewhere ... We’re committed to making 

this happen in Madison County.”
– Rebecca Ramsey, Ruby Watershed Coordinator

Alder Gulch Phase One Improvement Project on hold due to holidays, winter weather
Abigail Dennis

The Madisonian
a.dennis@madisoniannews.com 

In October, Rowe Exca-
vation, Inc., out of Dillon 
started reconstructing the 
dam at the kid’s pond, which 
is located between Virginia 
City and Nevada City.

“The dam is back in and 
stabilized,” said Kelly Rowe 
of Rowe Excavation, Inc. “The 
weather and the holiday had us 
shut down, but now we’re work-
ing out the details on in-kind 
services that will help us finish 
the roads at the kid’s pond.”

When completed, the Alder 
Gulch Phase One Improve-
ment Project will reconstruct 
the already-finished dam 
at the kid’s pond, and also 
the dam at the horseshoe 
pond, located upstream.

The dam at the kid’s pond 
has to be completed first, so 
it can serve as an access road 
from the highway to the mines 
on the far side of the ponds 
– once the kid’s pond dam is 
completed, work will begin 
on the horseshoe pond dam.

“The timeline hasn’t 
changed,” Rowe said. 
“We are going to start 

the horseshoe pond in the 
spring, same as before.”

Reconstructing the dam 
at the kid’s pond has taken 
longer than expected for a few 
reasons, Rowe explained.

“When people say, ‘leave it 
for the next guy,’ we’re the next 
guy,” he said. “We found an 
old pipe that was buried 18 feet 
deep and leaking in the dam. We 
had to dig that up and backfill 
it. Then we found a phone line 
running across the dam that we 
had to dig up and put back in.”

Another surprise was the 
amount of silt that filtered into 
the kid’s pond when Rowe 
Excavation, Inc., drained it.

“The ponds above the 
system are silted in and a lot 
of that has moved down into 
the kid’s pond,” Rowe said. 
“We’re putting in for some 
grant money to dig that out and 
make it deeper for the fish.”

Other than the few “sur-
prises” and set backs, Rowe 
said the project is mov-
ing along “fairly well.”

“We stopped all the leaks 
we could,” Rowe said. “There 
are just a few small seepages. 
We also had to widen the road 
out – the dam itself – to accom-
modate county standards.”

When Rowe Excavation, Inc., 

filled in the dam, it dried up the 
River of Gold in Nevada City.

“The fire department asked 
us to install a pipe to get water 
from the kid’s pond to Ne-
vada City,” Rowe said. “None 
of those things were in the 
original design of this thing, so 
now we’re trying to figure out 
how to stretch our budget.”

The background
In the spring of 2009, a high 

water event led to flooding in 
the Alder Gulch, and the water 
in the horseshoe pond threat-
ened to top the dam. The flood-
ing was the result of a plugged 
culvert at the horseshoe pond.

Ruby Watershed Coordina-
tor Rebecca Ramsey and the 
Ruby Valley Conservation 
District got involved and wrote 
a planning grant to the DRNC, 
showing how they wanted to 
address the issue. Then, Ramsey 
applied for a DNRC grant to 
create a project to remedy 
the situation. The $300,000 
grant was awarded in 2011.

Though the DNRC grant 
is funding the majority of the 
project, Ramsey said the county, 
the town of Virginia City and 
Rowe Excavation, Inc., are all 
contributing a “significant” 
amount of in-kind work.

Hi readers,
No matter the month, it is somehow always hunting season. Early season antelope, big game, 

mountain lion, waterfowl, bear – nearly every day of the year can be spent hunting in Montana.
Mike is still in the process of training our pup, Calamity Jane, to be a hunting dog. She’s a 

year and one-half old and still acts like a puppy sometimes. Last week, they cruised around 
Madison County in search of ducks and came out on top, which was good news for me be-

cause Mike recently got his hands on a smoker and is quite creative in the kitchen.
So this weekend was dedicated to duck. Smoked duck, duck and wild rice soup, 

duck, duck, duck. And just like that, I found out I really enjoy eating duck.
I’m always impressed by people who have an innate sense of putting f lavors together in the 
kitchen. I’m not an instinctive chef – in fact, until the last few years of my life, work in the 

kitchen intimidated me. Cooking and baking with my grandma was always a treat but I firm-
ly had the role of sous chef. In fact, I once told a high school friend that I “couldn’t cook.” He 

(sassily) replied, “well at one time in your life you couldn’t read either.” Point taken. After that 
conversation, I committed to spending more time in the kitchen and really enjoyed it. 

When I lived by myself, I got incredibly comfortable around a stovetop, but 
now Mike’s in my life and I’m firmly back in the sous chef position – I’m 

great at chopping, prepping and dishes. And that’s fine by me.
Since it’s still duck season, I’m sure more birds will land in my lap, and while Mike quickly taught me 
how to pluck them, we may need some inspiration when it comes to cooking them – any suggestions?

 Abigail 

PLUCKIN’ DUCKS Changing hands
RVCD takes lead on carcass composting in Ruby Valley 

Abigail Dennis
The Madisonian

a.dennis@madisoniannews.com 

The idea of creating a 
carcass composting facil-
ity in Madison County has 
been tossed around for three 
years by an interested group 
of people and organizations.

“The Ruby Valley Conserva-
tion District is planning on tak-
ing over as the lead on the car-
cass management program for 
the Ruby Valley side of Madison 
County,” said Rebecca Ramsey, 
Ruby Watershed Coordinator. 
“Madison County received a 
grant from the Montana Live-
stock Loss Board to help in the 
startup of the carcass manage-
ment program.”

A portion 
of that fund-
ing was used 
to analyze the 
Twin Bridges 
disposal site as 
a potential place 
to start a carcass 
composting fa-
cility. A location 
for the facil-
ity is still up in 
the air because 
the preferred 
site at Twin 
Bridges was 
contested by 
the Madison County Airport 
Board because of its proximity 
to the Twin Bridges Airport.

“The RVCD will manage that 
funding, and raise further funds 
to implement the program once 
we can get an acceptable site 
secured,” Ramsey explained.

Ramsey added the total 
funds the Livestock Loss Board 
said are available to the county 
for the program are $36,448.

Though the conservation dis-
trict is taking the lead, Ramsey 
said they will continue to work 
with a variety of interested 
partners, including the Wildlife 
Conservation Society, county 
government, ranchers, the Mon-
tana Department of Transporta-
tion, the Department of Live-
stock’s Livestock Loss Board, 

People and Carnivores and Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

A timeline
The Twin Bridges site was 

initially prioritized because it 
is county owned and already 
has permitting in place, which 
would have made implement-
ing a carcass composting 
facility straightforward.

“Right now we have identi-
fied a couple sites other than 
Twin Bridges we think would 
work,” Ramsey said. “We 
are just trying to get in touch 
with those landowners.”

Ramsey said the holi-
days stalled the process, but 
the conversation about sites 
will begin again around 

the middle of January.
“There will be more in-

formation and public meet-
ings scheduled,” she said. 
“Probably in February.”

The Madison Valley
“The Madison Conserva-

tion District was involved in 
the initial information gather 
stage, but for the last year 
or so they have opted not to 
participate but to stay in the 
informational loop,” Ramsey 
explained. “Their board of 
supervisors wanted to see how 
it happens in the Ruby to see if 
it could happen in their valley.”

From a wildlife perspective, 
the need in the Madison Valley 
is less, Ramsey explained.

“We are closest to the pro-

ducers and have been involved 
the whole time,” Ramsey 
said. “The MDT would tell 
you there is a huge need from 
the wildlife perspective.”

The need
George Edwards with the 

Livestock Loss Board said Mad-
ison County is a good candidate 
for a carcass composting pro-
gram because “where there are 
more problems, there’s a greater 
need for something like this.”

“Madison County is one of 
the harder hit counties in the 
state (when it comes to predator 
depredation on livestock),” Ed-
wards said. “Especially with the 
fact that there are both grizzly 
bears and wolves present in the 
county, Beaverhead and Madi-

son counties 
are (yearly) in 
the top five as 
far as losses.”

Edwards 
said it has 
been proven 
that getting rid 
of dead pits 
on ranches 
removes at-
tractants that 
pull predators 
onto ranches.

“By doing 
the carcass 
compost-
ing program 

in Madison County, it would 
remove the attractant that is 
pulling grizzly bears and wolves 
into the livestock operations,” 
he said. “Reducing predator 
presence reduces other losses. 
If predators are present on the 
ranch, stock are not feeding like 
they normally would, they are 
more alert. Not with their heads 
down eating grass, but alert.”

Ramsey agreed, say-
ing she has seen compost-
ing programs work in other 
places around the state.

“We just want to take a pro-
active approach to living with 
predators, having seen carcass 
composting work elsewhere,” 
Ramsey concluded. “We’re 
committed to making this 
happen in Madison County.” 

Abigail Dennis
The Madisonian

a.dennis@madisoniannews.com 

New Year’s weekend was 
busy for the Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office, according to 
Sheriff Roger Thompson.

“We responded to an 
assault report in Sheridan, 
which led to the discovery of 

a wanted man from Kankakee 
County, Ill.,” Thompson said. 

The incident took place 
the evening of Jan. 3. Nicholas 
Bishir, 27, had an extradi-
tion warrant from Illinois 
for $100,000 for aggravated 
domestic assault, Thomp-
son explained. Six Madison 
County deputies responded to 
the incident and were able to 

make the arrest around 7 p.m.
“We located him in Sheri-

dan,” Thompson said. “We 
expected him to run but we 
got him without any issues.”

The Madison County Sher-
iff’s Office booked him on a few 
charges and he is currently be-
ing held at Gallatin County Jail.

“Hopefully we can hold 
him here,” Thompson said. 
“Not release him to Illinois 

until he is done in court here.”
Earlier in the weekend – on 

New Year’s Eve, specifically – 
two people with out-of-county 
warrants were also picked 
up in Madison County.

“A deputy saw (Michael 
Oldham, Jr.) speeding and 
stopped him,” Thompson said. 
“And he took off running, 
but went up a dead end.”

Oldham, who was wanted in 

Jefferson County for possession 
of dangerous drugs and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, 
was detained, Thompson said. 

The other pick up happened 
in Big Sky, where the Madison 
County Sheriff’s Office had dep-
uties on duty during the holiday.

“We contract with Gallatin 
County Sheriff to cover Big 
Sky,” Thompson explained. 
“We send a few officers for 

New Year’s Eve and the pond 
skim event in the spring.”

Because of that, Madison 
County deputies were involved 
in arresting Andres Titus, who 
had a $5,000 warrant from 
Gallatin County after a “short 
pursuit,” Thompson said.

“Typically New Year’s Eve 
isn’t that busy, but this year 
was,” Thompson concluded.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
In October 2015, the dam at the kid’s pond was ripped out and reconstruction began.

Madison County law enforcement at work
Sheriff’s office detains three people on warrants from out-of-county, states over the weekend
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K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder
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The family of Arlene Barnosky would like to thank all those 
who so generously gave their love and support with food, 
visits, calls, cards and most important, the gift of prayer 

during this last season of her life. You made what she called 
her bonus time so very special for her and each of us. 

We are blessed to live in this community.

Barb and Ross Ebel and family
Neil and Gloria Barnosky and family

Karla and Doug Nolte and family
Eric and Shyla Barnosky and family

Dear Editor,

What was Christine Wag-
ner of Harrison hoping to 
accomplish in her letter to the 
editor on Dec. 10? Justify the 
murder of a policeman and a 
woman in the Colorado Springs 
Planned Parenthood Clinic? 
Or was she hoping to incite 

others to follow suit? Reading 
Wagner equate the shooter in 
Colorado Springs to American 
soldiers serving in World War 
II fi ghting Nazis makes my 
blood run cold. This kind of 
rhetoric is able to incite people 
to commit acts of violence. 

In this country people have 
the right to receive health care: 

women, men, straights, gays, 
trans, the whole spectrum of 
Americans. Wagner delivered 
a slap in the face to our county 
and the women and men who 
live here as a caring com-
munity when she wrote her 
letter to the editor last month.   

I have had enough of 
rhetoric designed to incite. I 

have had enough of women and 
men seeking health care being 
demonized and made targets. 
I believe this form of domestic 
terrorism must end. Now.  

Sincerely,  
Logan Schendel

Waterloo

In response to Dec. 10 letter to the editor

Dear Editor,

Did you know there are 
1,025,109 words listed in the 
English language? I know we 
do not use all of those and some 
we use too much. There are 349 
words listed as taboo and curse 
words. What is the worst bad 
word in the English language? 
It has to be the word “war.” 
And it only has three letters.

Since this country was 
founded in 1776, the United 
States has only seen 21 years 
that this country has not been 

at war with someone. This is 
dreadful. We have just spent 
over $3 trillion on the Iraq 
War. We have spent over a 
trillion dollars on the war in 
Afghanistan. The United States 
has been at war 93 percent 
of the time since 1776. 

Last year, the U.S. federal 
budget spent $598.5 billion on 
the defense budget, plus an-
other $65. 3 billion on veteran 
benefi ts. That is more than a 
million dollars a minute. 

The politicians tell us we 
need more money to defend 

our country. Maybe if we 
stayed home and quit try-
ing to police the entire world 
things would be better.

On Veterans Day, we thank 
our veterans for protecting our 
country. Which we should. But 
we should also be sending “we 
are sorry” notes for sending 
our young men and women into 
battles for the war mongers and 
for fi ghting for big corporations 
that make money from war.

Will the U.S. ever get 
out of the business of war? 
Will the politicians ever take 

care of the U.S. and say, “we 
cannot police the world?”

Remember, “peace is patri-
otic.” I know I have not men-
tioned the millions of lives that 
have been lost. All the injuries, 
all the pain, all the hardships. 
That should be enough to get 
us out of the business of war.

May the new year of 2016 
bring peace for all of us.

LaVon D. Brillhart
Dillon

Get out of the business of war

Dear Editor,

The Montana Depart-
ment of Livestock’s amended 
rule for milk inspection 
fees has given me pause.

With an abundance of ir-
rigated mountain pastures – our 
counties should be thriving 
with a variety of produce that 
supports ranches of all sizes, big 
and small. Many have forged 
a practice working collab-
oratively with larger estates to 
keep small farming sustain-
able. Sustainable meaning into 

the future – leaving a legacy 
of agricultural initiatives and 
opportunity for generations 
to come. I believe most who 
embark on such a venture do so 
knowing that it is riddled with 
risk, long hours and hard work. 
We do so willingly, knowing 
we are preserving a necessary 
way of life that not only sustains 
us but also nourishes us.

The proposed inspec-
tion fees will impact small 
Montana dairies. And with-
out action there is inaction.

We all love about Montana is 

its wildness and beauty. Those 
of us who work in it, in all 
weathers, do so because we are 
called to the practice knowing 
we will not be lining our pockets 
with silver and gold. Many 
who come to reside in Montana 
equally harbor an agrarian 
philosophy about place, land 
stewardship and a belief in sup-
porting local wholesome food. 

My appeal is to you. On Jan. 
28, 2016, there will be a public 
hearing Helena on the amended 
rule. If you cannot attend, 
write. Write the Governor, your 

legislator and spread the word 
that you wish to see all dairies in 
Montana, large or small, thrive.

If you would be impacted 
by an increase in these fees or 
just want to weigh in, please 
plan on attending or submitting 
comments to the department 
at MDOLcomments@mt.gov. 

Lark Gilmer-Smothermon
Laurin

The importance of small farms, local produce

Merianne (Sabo) Roedel, 
born May 4, 1944, to Mike and 
Christina (Lunstroth) Sabo of Belt 
passed away on Dec. 28, 2015. A 
visitation will be held in the Rose 
Room Chapel at Croxford Funeral 
Home on Thursday, Jan. 7, 2016, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Her graveside 
service will take place on Friday, 
Jan. 8, 2016, at 11 a.m. at Pleas-
ant View Cemetery in Belt.

My dear family and friends, 
it has been one heck of a whirl-
wind, rollercoaster ride with you 
all through the years, which I 
would not trade for anything. I 
learned a lot about life from all of 
you and pray it has made a better 
person of me. Thanks for all the 
tears and laughter that went with 
it (hair pulling and gray hairs). 

To my husband and my 
life, “thank you.” On the third 
of July 1965 in Great Falls, we 
started this journey together. 
Walter, you will be fi ne I know 
it, take it one day at a time.  

Thank you my dear chil-
dren for teaching me what 
it was like to be a mother, I 
learned a lot and still am watch-
ing you with your children and 
you are doing great with them 
and I am proud of you all.  

To Tammy (Roedel) Jen-
nings and her husband Jerry, 
thanks for being there.

To my sister Sandy and 

her husband Bill who have 
taught me about the strength 
in you and that love is always 
there and to look for it. 

To Pastor Tom and Sherri 
Lukstrom, thanks for being 
my friends; you taught me the 
true meaning of friendship.

I love you all very much and 
thanks again for all teaching 
me what love is; we will never 
forget, but time will help ease the 
pain. So for now, I love you all 
and will see you again someday 
I will always be with you.  

Love, 
Wife and Mom 
… And please smile!
Merianne is survived by her 

family, husband Walter Dennis 
Roedel; daughter Charla Denise 
(Curtis) Graff; son Dennis Walter 
(Heidi (Harris)) Roedel; and 
daughter Audra LaRon (Todd) 
Means; grandchildren Chance 
Graff and Jesica Lois (Anderson) 

(Kolin) Dawsey; great grandchil-
dren Ace, Axl and Arya Dawsey, 
Ryan Roedel, Matt Roedel and 
Taylor Roedel and Jackiy Roedel; 
and great-grandson Leo San-
chez; Shelby Morgan Barrett; 
sisters Sandy (Sabo) Huntinger 
and Donna Morgenson; brothers 
Billy Sabo and Donny (JoAnne 
Swanson) Morgenson; and many 
nieces, nephews, cousins and a 
special cousin Dennis Heath.   

Sayings:
Mom would say, “De-

nise you are not my mother 
so quit mothering me.”

Dennis favorite saying to 
mom: “So what’s going on?”

Audra LaRon would say 
to Mom, “Don’t ever never 
tell me to grow up.”

Walter would always 
say to mom, “Dear what-
ever you need or want.”

Merianne (Sabo) Roedel
May 4, 1944 – December 28, 2015

Kathleen D. Wilson, 57, 
of McAllister passed away 
Dec. 11, 2015, after losing a 
courageous battle with can-
cer. Kathy was born April 19, 
1958, in Ennis to Thomas J. 
(Bud) and Diana Wilson.  

She spent her life on the fam-
ily ranch in McAllister where 
she was a bookkeeper for a few 
local businesses. Kathy was an 
avid reader and animal lover. 
Her greatest joy in life was be-

ing a mother and grandmother. 
She was able to spend her last 
months showered with love 
from her friends and family.

Kathy was preceded in 
death by her parents Bud and 
Diane, and Richard Wilson, an 
older brother. She is survived 
by her son Charles (Emily) 
Gauf and grandson Jameson 
Gauf of McAllister; her brother 
Jay (Katie) Wilson and her 
sister Cherie (Randall) Fer-

guson, all of Bozeman; and 
several nephews and nieces.  

Family is planning a private 
memorial in the spring.

Kathleen D. Wilson
April 19, 1958 – December 11, 2015

Obituaries 
continued on 

page A6
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YELLOWSTONE MINE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY. 

PROUD VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT SPONSOR

“It’s easy to make a buck. 
It’s a lot tougher to make a 

diff erence.” ~Tom Brokaw

& MORE NEWS:

volunteer
spotlight

Caitlin Avey
The Madisonian 

news@madisoniannews.com

Carol Delisi, like many residents in Madison 
County, is no stranger to volunteering. From volun-
teering with Intermountain Therapy Animals out 
of Salt Lake City, to serving on the school board in 
Melrose, Delisi has found a passion in giving back.

Delisi and her husband moved to the 
Ruby Valley in 2005 where she quick-

ly got involved with the chamber.
“I started by going to a couple of 

chamber meetings and that’s all it took 
to get me hooked,” Delisi said.

She served as the membership coordina-
tor for a couple years before moving into the 
vice president and president positions. 

“That was important to me to be involved 
in the business community – to be able to con-
nect with the community,” Delisi said.

It was through her work with the chamber 

that she learned the importance of volunteer-
ing, especially in small communities.

“Just generating the fact that volunteers 
are important no matter what or how much 
they can do,” Delisi said. “Whether it is vol-
unteering to help with an event or just com-
mitting a couple hours of your time.”

Personally, Delisi says she likes focus and being 
able to really commit to a project – this is where 
her passion for books and reading came in to play. 

After volunteering at an event for the Madison 
Valley Public Library, she decided to start at-
tending board meetings for the Sheridan Public 
Library, where she was the secretary for a few 
years before applying for a board position. She 
served on the library board for about year before 
proposing the Friends of the Library start up 
again. She has been the president of the Friends 
of the Sheridan Library for just under two years.

“The Friends of the Sheridan Library has 
been such a passion of mine,” said Delisi. 
“From the book aspect to the community out-
reach, that’s what keeps my focus there.”

In her free time, Delisi enjoys getting out-
doors – whether it be to hike, ride her horses 

or tend to her garden, she is like many in the 
Ruby Valley who soak up its beauty. But she 
always manages to fi nd a balance between 
work, volunteering and her free time.

“I just try to balance everything and try 
to give enough time to volunteering,” Delisi 
said. “Doing (volunteer) work because you 
love it is the best way to do the work.”

Carol Delisi: 
Tying together passion and volunteerism

EAST vs. WEST : 
Two Madison County footballers selected for the 70th shrine game

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
In 2015, Dustin Wham and the Mustangs traveled to 
Twin Bridges to play Tracen Eggers and the Falcons.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Tracen Eggers (11) takes the ball toward 

the end zone for the Falcons.

Tammy Wham/The Madisonian
Dustin Wham (55) is a dominating presence 
on the fi eld for the Mustangs.

Caitlin Avey
The Madisonian 

news@madisoniannews.com 

Although football season 
ended in early November, 
Tracen Eggers of Twin Bridges 
and Dustin Wham of Ennis have 
one last game to prepare for.

The 70th annual Montana 
East-West Shrine game is slated 
for July 16, 2016, in Butte and 
you can bet that Eggers and 
Wham will be ready to play.

History
The shrine game has become 

a premier all-star game in 
Montana and is one of the oldest 
high school all-star games in 
the United States. Established 
in 1947, the shrine game has a 
long history and lineup of distin-
guished players and coaches, but 
it is also a major fundraiser for 
the Shriners Children’s Hospital 
in Spokane, Wash., with the 
Montana game becoming one 
of the top shrine games in the 

nation for hospital donations.
Every year between 40 and 

45 of the state’s best football 
players are selected to partici-
pate – along with 20 alternate 
players and two players from 
Canada – in one of the most 
important games of their high 
school careers. Players are nom-
inated by schools and coaches 
from around the state and 
eventually selected as the “best 
of the best,” according to the 
Montana shrine game website.

The Montana game is a good 
opportunity for players to be 
evaluated by college scouts and 
many past shrine “gamers” have 
gone on to play college football 
and even on to the National 
Football League, including Kroy 
Biermann who plays for the 
Atlanta Falcons, Marc Mariani 
who plays for the Chicago Bears 
and Colt Anderson who plays 
for the Indianapolis Colts.

Getting to the game
While there are a handful of 

past participants from Madi-
son County, including Wham’s 
older brother Derek, it has not 
always been easy for class C 
players to get the nomination.

“Class C kids had a hard 
time getting in the game, so 
Coach Cleverley decided to 
put together an all-star game,” 
said Twin Bridges coach Rob 
Lott. “It just took off and is 
probably the most successful 
(all-star) game in the state.”

Bob Cleverley was a football 
coach for 38 years in Ennis and 
was instrumental in creat-
ing the Bob Cleverley Class 
C All-Star game, which gives 
players from class C schools a 
chance to perform and com-
pete. The “Clev,” as it is often 
referred to, is held around the 
fi rst part of June and will cel-
ebrate its 33rd game this year.

Representing the west
For both Eggers and Wham, 

college football hopefuls, play-
ing in the Montana East-West 

Shrine game is quite the honor.
“It could be the last game I 

ever play and I just want to do 
my best and give it my all,” said 
Eggers, who will be playing 
wide receiver for the west.

“He’s just a good athlete,” 
said Lott. “He’s got real good 
speed, decent size, he can jump 
and he’s got a good set of hands 
– put those together and that’s 
what makes a good player.”

Although he is a seasoned 
football player, the shrine game 
will be a bit of a challenge for 
Eggers, going from only playing 
eight-man football to 11-man.

“I’ve never played 
11-man before,” he said. 
“It’ll be interesting.”

Eggers, who also plays 
basketball for the Twin Bridges 
Falcons, says he would like 
to try to play football some-
where but his decision about 
where to go next will come 
after basketball season.

“Basketball is a prior-
ity too, so I’ll wait until the 

season’s over,” he said.
Wham, on the other hand, is 

all football. The 6 foot 2 inch, 
265 pound offensive guard 
is hoping to play football at 
Montana State University and 
says the game comes naturally. 

While his duty on the fi eld 
is to protect the quarterback 
and make room for a runner, 
his duty now is to prepare for 
the game by lifting and do-
ing cardio to get in shape.

“Everything else just kind of 
comes naturally,” Wham said.

Wham has been playing 
football since he was in the 
fourth grade, when his par-
ents would take him and his 
brother to Bozeman to play in a 
league, which clearly paid off.

After his brother 
played in the shrine game 
in 2014, it is now time for 
Wham to strut his stuff. 

“It’s a really big honor,” he 
said. “Class C doesn’t always get 
recognized so I’m really proud.”

Wham says he most enjoys 

the team aspect of the game.
“I like how everyone has 

to work as a team – that’s 
my favorite,” he said.

Gearing up for game day
While Eggers and Wham 

still have spring sports and 
graduation to think about, the 
shrine game is next on the list. 

Knowing only a few players 
also selected, Eggers and Wham 
will meet their teammates and 
coach the week of the game.

“West will meet in Butte 
for a week to practice to-
gether as a team before 
the game,” said Wham. 

“They get one week to 
throw together a team and 
sometimes players will play 
a new position,” added Lott. 
“It’s pretty interesting.”

While the game is usually 
exciting and intense, it is the 
waiting part that might be most 
intense for Eggers and Wham.

“I’m excited – I can’t wait to 
play football again,” Wham said.

Carol Delisi
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Get your 
home found!
90% of home buyers start their search online. 

Be where the buyers are!
BHHSMT.COM | ENNIS: 406.682.5002, 101 E MAIN ST | SHERIDAN: 406.842.5650, 118 S MAIN ST | TWIN BRIDGES: 406.684.5686, 106 N MAIN ST

A member of the franchise system BHHS Affi liates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Selling your home for the highest price is all about 
getting it in front of prospective buyers. Let our 
Digital Marketing Advantage shine a spotlight on 
your property for maximum exposure! 

Call us today to fi nd out how we can advertise your home!

Premiere Listings Syndicated Listings Youtube Videos On Any Device

Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner
RE/MAX Mountain Property

Bluff View Lane – Ennis -$249,000
• 1 BR, 1 BA, 30 +/- acres

• two cozy cabins with mountain views
• green house & raised garden beds

• NO COVENANTS
Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner 406-581-5574

Nobody Sells More 
Real Estate Than RE/MAX!

Call us at 406-682-5001 
to fi nd out why!

406-581-5574 Fax 406-682-3524 • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com

Hardy Lane - Ennis - $199,000
• 2.632 +/- acres

• 3 BR, 1 BA, 1190 +/- SF
• new metal roof, new paint

• NO COVENANTS
Lincoln Roberts, Broker 406-581-6283

Laurin Loop – Sheridan - $205,000
• 2 BR, 2 BA, 1008 +/- SF

• small guest cottage
• 24x48 garage w/ 16x24 heated shop

• NO COVENANTS
Kristie Vessey, Realtor® 406-580-1842

Bald Eagle Drive – McAllister - $399,000
• 3 BR, 2 BA, 3024 +/- SF

• well maintained manufactured home
•25 +/- acres with mountain views

• NO COVENANTS
Bill Mercer, Broker/Owner 406-581-5574

Centennial Drive - Pony - $335,000 
• 2 BR, 2 BA, 2400 +/- SF

• .778 +/- acres, oversized decks
• Pony creek borders property

• sells with MLS 206009
Laura Gilmore, Realtor® 406-570-8729

Broadway Avenue – Pony - $115,000
• 2 BR, 1 BA, 800 +/- SF

• .642 +/- acres, rental potential
• 650 +/- SF guest quarters

• sells with or before MLS 206010
Laura Gilmore, Realtor® 406-570-8729

Fraker Loop - Whitehall - $242,000
• 3 BR, 2 BA, 1653 +/- SF

• 1.43 +/- acres, landscaped
• energy effi cient, custom home

• over-sized garage, chef’s kitchen, gas fi replace
Lincoln Roberts, Broker 406-581-6283

Deer Lane - Ennis - $549,000
• 3 BR, 3 BA, 4948 +/- SF 

• 6.14 +/- acres, creek, very private
• huge rooms, fantastic views
• close to town, fi shing, golf

Kim Foreman, Realtor® 406-220-0232
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Stein Eriksen
December 11, 1927 – December 27, 2015

One of the most recognized 
names in the ski world, legend-
ary Alpine skier Stein Eriksen 
passed away peacefully at his 
home in Park City, Utah, on 
Dec. 27, 2015, at the age of 88.  

Although Stein fi rst gained 
fame in the 1952 Oslo Winter 
Olympic Games, winning gold 
and silver medals in the gi-
ant slalom and slalom events 
respectively, he is best known 
for being the fi rst Alpine skier 
to win “triple gold” medals 
at the World Championships 
that took place in Åre, Swe-
den, in 1954. Shortly there-
after, Stein’s inimitable style 
and captivating personality 
garnered him the attention of 
the news media and friend-
ship of the Hollywood elite. 

Born Dec. 11, 1927, in Oslo, 
Norway, Stein lived in the 
United States for the last six 
decades, parlaying his passion 
and all that he knew and loved 
about the sport of skiing into 
an incredible, lifetime career 
that changed the Alpine ski-
ing experience worldwide. As 
director of skiing at Deer Valley 
Resort, Stein was an integral 
part of the resort’s success since 
its inception. He worked closely 
with founders Edgar and Polly 

Stern on fulfi lling their vision 
of providing a resort experience 
unlike any other in the industry. 
Before arriving at Deer Valley, 
he was involved in the develop-
ment of Park City Ski Area, 
now Park City Mountain. Prior 
to Park City, Stein spent four 
years as director of skiing and 
ski school director at Snowmass, 
Colo.; ski school director at 
Sugarbush, Vt.; ski school direc-
tor and owner of his own sport 
shop in Aspen, Colo.; ski school 
director for Heavenly Valley, 
Calif.; and ski school director 
for Boyne Mountain, Mich.

Stein’s desire to develop an 
internationally-renowned luxury 
hotel was fulfi lled in 1982 with 
the opening of the now world-
famous Stein Eriksen Lodge, 
located mid-mountain at Deer 
Valley Resort. His infl uence in 
the ski industry and at both Deer 
Valley and the lodge that bears 
his name was infi nite and his 
legacy will always be a funda-
mental aspect of their success.  

Stein Eriksen is synonymous 
with skiing style and elegance. 
His status was enhanced by 
his spectacular forward som-
ersault, an aerial maneuver 
credited as the forerunner of 
the inverted aerials performed 
by freestyle skiers today, 
which earned him the moniker, 
Father of Freestyle Skiing.

Until recently, Stein could 
be found skiing (sans hat with 
his famous head of hair) and 
greeting guests on the mountain 
daily as well as lunching at the 
Glitretind Restaurant in the 
lodge at his regular table. Guests 
were able to spot Stein on the 
mountain by checking the man-
nequin at the Bjorn Stova shop, 
run by his wife Francoise, which 
wore his “Bogner Suit of the 
Day.” He was frequently sought 

out by the thousands of skiers 
to whom he taught the sport 
and was always happy to stop 
for a visit and a photo. He took 
great pride and joy in his past 
students and guests and loved 
making them feel special. Stein 
will be remembered by many, 
especially those who spent New 
Year’s Eve at the lodge, for his 
Norwegian toasts accompanied 
by a shot of Aquavit as well 
as for his charisma, kindness 
and approachable nature.

His awards remain too many 
to mention. Ultimately, Stein 
was a man who loved his family 
and cherished the times when 
they could be together. Always 
ready for good times, he pos-
sessed an amazing sense of hu-
mor. In addition to his home in 
Park City, Stein also loved their 
family’s home in Montana where 
he and Francoise summered 
annually, hosting family and 
friends from around the world 
to food, wine, fi shing and ten-
nis. His competitive nature was 
never at rest, as attested to by 
his summer tennis tournaments 
and a good game of cornhole.  

Stein is survived by the 
love of his life, his wife of 35 
years, Francoise; son Bjorn; 
and three daughters, Julianna, 
Ava and Anja; two stepsons, 
Churchill and Taylor; fi ve 
grandchildren; and one god-
daughter. He was preceded in 
death by his son, Stein Jr.

A private memorial service 
will be held for family.  A public 
celebration of Stein’s life will be 
held in the near future, details 
of which will be forthcoming.  

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family suggests that dona-
tions be made to the Stein 
Eriksen Youth Sports Alli-
ance Opportunity Endowment 
by visiting ysaparkcity.org.

Submitted by Sara h Milkovich

John Milkovich, the son 
of Mark and Lura Milkovich 
of Jeffers, and a 1975 gradu-
ate of Ennis High School, 
was elected to the Louisiana 
Senate on Nov. 21, 2015. 
Milkovich will be sworn in 
on Jan. 11, 2016, and begin 
his Senate term on that date. 
Milkovich will represent 
Senate Distr ict 38 in the 
Louisiana Senate, which is 
located in nor thwest Louisi-
ana, and comprises par ts of 
the city of Shrevepor t and 
surrounding rural areas in 
Caddo and DeSoto Parishes. 

Milkovich obtained his 
undergraduate degree from 
the University of Montana. 
He and his wife are both 
graduates of the Louisi-
ana State University Law 
School. His campaign was 
managed by his daughter, 
Sarah, who obtained an 
undergraduate degree from 
Harvard in May of 2015.

Ennis graduate 
elected to Louisiana Senate

John Milkovich, Louisiana Senator
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Madison County 
sheriff’s dispatCh Log

12/20/2015 to 1/2/2016
12/20/15

Citizen assist on 
Cowboy Heaven 
Spur Road Big Sky

Wildlife complaint 
on Bluff View Ln Ennis

Agency as-
sist in Ennis

Accident with 
damage in 100 Blk 
Ramshorn Creek 
Road Sheridan

Alarm in Town 
Center Big Sky

Suspicious person/
circumstance on 
US Hwy 287 Ennis

Dog complaint on 
Center St Harrison

Wildlife complaint 
on MT Hwy 41 MM 
45 Twin Bridges

12/21/15
Citizen assist on MT 

Hwy 191 MM 34 Big Sky
Accident with dam-

age in Twin Bridges
Citizen as-

sist in Sheridan
Accident with dam-

age on US Hwy 287 
MM 55 McAllister

Domestic dispute 
on Wisconsin Creek 
Road Sheridan

Citizen assist at Big 
Sky Lodge at Sad-
dle Ridge Big Sky

Citizen assist on US 
Hwy 287 MM 64 Norris

Accident with dam-
age at Centennial Dr 
and Hilgard Ct Ennis

Citizen assist on 
US Hwy 287 MM 
28 Cameron

Public safety com-
plaint on US Hwy 287 
MM 25 Cameron

Accident with dam-
age on US Hwy 287 
MM 44 Cameron

Accident – no injury/
damage on US Hwy 
287 MM 19 Cameron

12/22/15
Disturbance on 

Pearl St Ennis
Wildlife complaint on 

MT Hwy 287 MM 6 Ennis
Welfare check in 

Twin Bridges area
Truancy viola-

tion in Sheridan
Accident with 

damage in Big Sky
Accident with 

damage on Ham-
ilton St Sheridan

Suspicious per-
son/circumstance 
on Stagecoach 
Ln Sheridan

Accident – no in-
jury/damage at Rayn-
olds Pass Cameron

Accident with dam-
age on MT Hwy 87 
MM 1 Cameron

Public safety com-
plaint on MT Hwy 
359 MM 3 Cardwell

Citizen assist on 
Judy Ln Alder

Accident with dam-
age on MT Hwy 41 S 
MM 16 Twin Bridges

12/23/15
Animal problem in 

Hells Canyon Bridge 
Area Twin Bridges

Suspicious person/
circumstance on 
Elser Ln Sheridan

Wildlife complaint 
on Indian Creek 
Road Cameron

Animal problem on 
US Hwy 287 McAllister

DUI alcohol/drugs 
on MT Hwy 287 MM 
10 Virginia City

12/24/15
Alarm – false in 

5500 Blk US Hwy 
287 McAllister

Animal problem at 
MT Hwy 287 and Wet 
Georgia Road Sheridan

Medical Aid on Brit-
ton Way Sheridan

12/25/15
Disturbance in 300 

Blk E Main St Ennis
Animal problem in 

Virginia City area
Citizen assist on 

US Hwy 287 MM 
18 Cameron

Disturbance in 100 

Blk Pearl St Ennis

12/26/15
Road hazard on 

MT Hwy 41 S MM 
49 Twin Bridges

Coroner call in Alder
Child custody dis-

pute in Laurin
Vandalism on 

Ruby Road Alder
Animal prob-

lem on US Hwy 287 
MM 59 McAllister

Wildlife complaint on 
US Hwy 287 MM 66 Norris

Wildlife complaint on 
Ousel Falls Trail Big Sky

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to 61 calls 
for service from Dec. 
20-Dec. 26, 2015.

12/27/15
Agency assist Out 

of Madison County
Wildlife complaint 

in 200 Blk Bivens Creek 
Road Sheridan

Agency assist 
on MT Hwy 41 MM 
21 Twin Bridges

12/28/15
Road hazard on 

Main St Sheridan
Vandalism in 200 Blk 

N Main St Sheridan
Vandalism in 300 Blk 

S Main St Sheridan
Welfare check on 

Ruby Springs Lodge 
Road Sheridan

Wildlife complaint 
in 1200 Blk Upper 
Ruby Road Alder

12/29/15
Welfare check 

in Twin Bridges
Abandoned ve-

hicle on Wisconsin 
Creek Road Sheridan

Welfare check on 
US Hwy 287 Ennis

12/30/15
Animal Problem 

in 100 Blk Upper 
Ruby Road Alder

Accident with 
damage in 300 Blk 
E Main St Ennis

Fire – controlled 
burn on Upper 
Ruby Road Alder

Fraud complaint on 
Salmon Fly Ln McAllister

Fraud complaint on 
Laurin Loop Laurin

Accident with dam-

age at MT Hwy 287 
and Wisconsin Creek 
Road Sheridan

Disturbance at 300 
Blk W Main St Ennis

12/31/15
Accident with 

damage on Kountz 
Road Waterloo

Accident with 
damage on Jack 
Creek Road Ennis

Welfare check 
in Ennis

Agency assist/Medi-
cal Aid in Big Sky

Theft complaint 
in 200 Blk S Main 
St Sheridan

Accident with 
damage on MT Hwy 
287 MM 10 Ennis

Vehicle theft in 

400 Blk Madison 
St Twin Bridges

Fireworks – infor-
mation on Span-
ish Peaks Dr Ennis

Medical aid in 5500 
Blk US Hwy 287 McAllister

Accident with 
damage on MT Hwy 
287 MM 8 Ennis

1/1/16
Fireworks call in 

200 Blk W Wallace 
St Virginia City

Accident – no in-
jury/damage on Lau-
rin Loop Sheridan

Accident – no in-
jury/damage on Jack 
Creek Road Ennis

Dog complaint on 
Elk Valley Road Ennis

Accident with dam-

age on US Hwy 287 
MM 2.5 Cameron

Wildlife com-
plaint in 100 Blk US 
Hwy 287 Cameron

Trespassing on Cliff 
Lake Road Cameron

Wildlife complaint 
in 400 Blk E Madi-
son St Virginia City

Dog complaint on 
Tendoy Way Ennis

1/2/16
Abandoned ve-

hicle on Wisconsin 
Creek Road Sheridan

Lost or found prop-
erty on Main St Ennis

Accident – no injury/
damage in Big Sky

Accident with 
damage in Big Sky

Medical aid on Hay-

press Lake Trail Ennis
Traffic com-

plaint in Big Sky
Abandoned ve-

hicle on US Hwy 287 
MM 72 Harrison

Citizen assist on 
E Main St Ennis

Wildlife complaint on 
MT Hwy 287 MM 2.5 Ennis

Dog complaint on 
Center St Harrison

Suspicious person/cir-
cumstance in 300 Blk W 
Broadway St Virginia City

Accident – no in-
jury/damage on MT 
Hwy 84 MM 1.5 Norris

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to 60 calls 
for service from Dec. 
27, 2015 - Jan. 2, 2016.

Submitted by Dean Waltee
Wildlife Biologist

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

In addition to and following the Snowcrest mule deer trend survey completed on Dec. 31, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks pilot Trevor Throop and Dean Waltee, FWP wildlife biolo-
gist, made an effort to document elk distribution along the west slope of the Snowcrest Mountains, including the Robb-Ledford and Blacktail wildlife management Areas. 

 Waltee and Throop observed 1,193 elk in 24 groups. Of those 1,193 elk, 450 (38 percent) were on Department of Natural Resource and Conservation lands, 347 (29 percent) were on 
the Robb-Ledford WMA and associated DNRC leases, 209 (18 percent) were on BLM lands, 106 (nine percent) were on the Blacktail WMA and associated DNRC leases, 75 (six per-

cent) were on private, and 6 (less than 1 percent) were on Forest Service lands. Four hundred and thirty (36 percent) were on lands that are part of the Robb-Ledford coordinated graz-
ing system. In addition to these elk, Waltee observed 225 elk on BLM land and 12 elk on private land in lower Wagner Creek while completing the Sweetwater Hills mule deer sur-

vey on Dec. 26.  It is suspected these are elk that often frequent the Rock Creek or Blacktail WMA area that have distributed to Wagner Creek due to current snow conditions.
 Generally speaking, elk are currently scattered in more and smaller groups and are extended further to the northwest than at any point during last year’s monitoring ef-

forts. This information supports the hypothesis that snow cover strongly inf luences elk distribution along the west slope of the Snowcrest Mountain Range. 

Elk in Snowcrest Mountains



  

MADISON County
 weather

Mostly cloudy with a 40 
percent chance of snow. Highs 

20 to 25.

Thursday

Fr iday

Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent 
chance of snow. Highs 25 to 30.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Ralph 
Hamler

licensed sanitarian
Septic Application & Design

Subdivision Applications

 406-842-5788 
Cell: 406-596-0437

Sheridan, MT
ralphhamler@gmail.com

       

Merritt Meadows, Ennis
Downtown Ennis looking east.

              

Quote  of the 
Week:

“The most 
important thing 
is to enjoy your 

life - to be 
happy - it’s all 

that matters.

Audrey
Hepburn

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

olive
Darn! I wanted to be home 
for the Holidays, but I didn’t 
make it.  There’s still time to 
start the New Year out well 
tho.  All you have to do is call 
on me and adopt me.  I’m a 
good girl, house trained, good 
in and outdoors altho I do 
love it where it’s warm and 
cozy.  Love to be petted and 
brushed.  Have all the needed 
stuff taken care of so I’m ready 
for you.  Please call me soon 
thru Misty at 439-1405 and 
hurry. Please?  Hoping, Olive

 

SPONSORED BY:

(406)684-5831

M  untain View
Veterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iewiewiew
Veterinary
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Mostly cloudy with a 40 
percent chance of snow. Highs 

20 to 25.

Mostly cloudy with a 40 
percent chance of snow. Highs 

around 20. 

ALDER

SPONSORED BY:

Jade Schwarz 
is Alder School’s 

student of the 
week.  Jade is in the 
third grade and she 
loves to learn.  She 

also loves horses 
and art.  She is a 

diligent learner 
and a joy to have 
in the classroom.    

2325 Hwy 287  •  406-842-5679

Propane
Hunting & Fishing Supplies 

Hunting Licenses

Mostly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of snow. Highs 

around 20. 

Get Results.
s.hill@
madisoniannews.com

FYI!
Due to the holiday season we will have early ad deadlines for the January 7 and January 14 papers.

Please have content and ad orders submitted by thursday, January 7 for the january 14 paper
Thank you!!!!

ENNIS PHYSICAL THERAPY
Specialized/Individualized patient focused care!

Patient care based on over 20 years of experience

Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATCLAT
OLDEST Healthcare Provider in the Madison Valley
Physical Therapist/Licensed Athletic Trainer 
(ph) 406-682-3112  •(fax) 406-682-3132

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS
We Will be Closed

December 21 thru January 13 
In Order for Our Staff  to Cel-

ebrate the Holidays with Family 
& Friends We Look Forward to 
Serving You in the New Year!

Winter Season Hours will Resume 
Thursday, January 14

Dinner: Thurs-Sat 5pm-9pm
Brunch: Sun 9am-2pm

Mahalo Nui Loa for Your Support in 
2015! Mele Kalikimaka!  

Hauoli Makahiki Ho!

Saturday

Get 
Results. advertise in The Madisonian 

406-682-7755

The highlight of the 
Montana night sky in Janu-
ary is the Quadrantid me-
teor shower, one of the top 
three meteor showers of the 
year. The Quadrantid me-
teor shower reached its peak 

in the early morning hours 
of Jan. 4. The moon rose 
that morning at about 2:40 
a.m. Even after moonrise, 
though, the moon will was 
a thin crescent and didn’t 
provide much interference. 

The Quadrantids have a very 
sharp peak, which means that 
typically far less meteors are 
visible close to but not at the 
peak. The peak though has 
the potential for an observer 
to see up to 120 meteors per 
hour. The radiant, or the 
point in the sky from which 
the meteors appear to come 
from, is just beyond the 
handle of the Big Dipper. 

Planetary highlights in-
clude all f ive planets. How-
ever, only Mercury appears 
in the early evening sky and 
that occurs only brief ly dur-
ing the f irst few days of the 
month, when Mercury will 
be visible low in the western 
sky. Next up in the night sky 
is the giant planet, Jupiter, 
which rises about 11 p.m. as 
the month begins and about 
9 p.m. as the month comes to 
a close.  Jupiter is joined by 
Mars, which rises about 2:10 
a.m. as the month begins and 
about 1:40 a.m. as the month 
comes to a close. The bright-
est planet of all, Venus, rises 
about 5 a.m. as the month 

begins and about 6 a.m. at 
the end of the month. These 
planets are joined by Saturn, 
which rises a little before 6 
a.m. as the month begins and 
about 4 a.m. as the month 
comes to a close. Saturn 
passes very close to Venus 
on the morning of Jan. 9 with 
the closest planetary conjunc-
tion in almost three years!   

The moon passed near 
Mars on the morning of 
Jan. 4 and below Venus and 
Saturn on the morning of 
Jan. 7. The moon is full on 
Jan. 23. The moon passes 
below Jupiter on Jan. 27.   

The sun rises at its latest 
time for the year on Jan. 2 
except for the last few days 
leading up to the changeover 
from daylight time to stan-
dard time, which occurs on 
Nov. 6 this coming year.

* Life-long amateur 
astronomer and former 
member of Delaware Astro-
nomical Society and Na-
tional Capital Astronomers

Montana
Night 
Skies

By Richard Stou� er*
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Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Independent Financial 
Partners (IFP), a registered investment advisor.  IFP and Jon C. Goodman are separate entities from LPL Financial.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
W W W . J O N C G O O D M A N . C O M

A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SERVICE  
MEN AND WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD

Photo courtesy of the Thompson/Hickman Library 
Archives.

Students stand in front of the Adobetown schoolhouse 
in 1881. 

A glimpse at some of Madison County's historic schoolhouses

Caitlin Avey
THE MADISONIAN

news@madisoniannews.com

From being home to the fi rst 
capitol of the Montana Territory, to 
offering various mining camps and 
towns, to foaling a Kentucky Derby 
winner, Madison County is rich with 
history. 

But did you know the amount of 
schoolhouses our valleys once held? 
Do you know what happened to them 
or where they are now?

Thanks to copious amounts of 
information compiled in the county 
archives and books from Madison 
County residents, The Madisonian 
was able to hit the books to bring to 
you information and stories about 
these historic buildings in a series of 
installments. 

** Editor’s note: All information 
has been taken from various reading 
materials from the Thompson 
Hickman County Library, including 
The Progressive Years and Pioneers 
Trails and Trials, both of which were 
comprised by residents of the county, 
and from local history buff Evalyn 
Batten Johnson and Pony graduate 
Ray Lau.

Early education: part 1

AdobetownAdobetownAdobetown
The year was 1873. With an 

influx of miners occupying the 
Alder Gulch, there was a need for 
a schoolhouse. Since the Nevada 
City School closed its doors in 
1870, the students moved to 
the small mining camp up the 
road, known as Adobetown. The 
Adobe Town schoolhouse held 
33 students and was taught by a 
Miss Mary Purmost until 1884, 
when more room was needed, 
thus increasing the staff.

The school board soon 
purchased the Saul house, a log 
cabin near the school, to use 
as the primary room and added 
Edith Hunter to the teaching staff.

The Adobetown schoolhouse 
became the third school district 
in Madison County – behind 
Virginia City and Nevada City. 
After a 50 year run, Adobetown 
consolidated with the Virginia 
City school due to finances. 

In 1959, residents of Virginia 

City came together to discuss the 
old Adobetown schoolhouse and 
what to do with the abandoned 
building. After much discussion, 
the building was moved to 
Virginia City – where it currently 
sits – for repairs, renovation and 
further care. In order to keep the 
schoolhouse in its original from, 
each log was numbered and put 
back together in order, keeping 
with the original frame of the 
building.

While the Adobetown 
schoolhouse no longer houses 
student’s desks and books, it is 
still being used as an information 
and tourist post under the care 
of the Virginia City Artisans and 
Growers Guild.

You will recognize the 
building as it sits across the street 
from the Virginia City Opera 
House and is a popular tourist 
and information post in the 
summer.

Photo courtesy of the Thompson/Hickman Library 
Archives.

Several class reunions have been held at the old 
schoolhouse, one in 1965 and another in 1973.

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
The old schoolhouse is still in use today under the care 

of the Virginia City Artisans and Growers Guild.

Ray Lau was a member of the last 
graduating class from the Pony school system 
in 1943. 

“It was some of the happiest days of my life 
when I was in school there,” Lau said. 

According to information in “Pioneer 
Trails and Trials,” the two-story, brick school in 
Pony was built in 1905 at a cost of $10,000. The 
fi rst fl oor was occupied by the grade school and 
the second fl oor held a library, laboratory and 
classrooms for high school students. There were 
six regular teachers, as well as a music teacher 
and physical education teacher.

While the building was not constructed 
until the early 1900s, students in Pony attended 
school in the back of the Episcopal Church until 
1890 when a two-room schoolhouse was built 
near the current building. 

In 1920, a gym was added, and it was one 
of the nicest gyms in the area, according to Lau. 

The school colors were maroon and gold and 
there was never an offi cial mascot for the school.

“We were just the Pony Boys or the Pony 
Girls,” added Lau.

The Pony school averaged seven students 
per class and students throughout the school 
were considered close-knit.

“The school was congenial – age didn’t 
make a difference,” said Lau, referring to the 
fact that upperclassmen befriended elementary 
students. “That’s one of the best memories.”

The last class to graduate from Pony was 
in 1943, when the high school was discontinued 
and students were bused to Harrison. In 1955, 
the grade school was closed and the district 
consolidated with Harrison once and for all.

The building today is under the care of the 
Pony Homecoming Club, and houses a museum 
in one room, and uses the others for meeting 
spaces.

Pony
Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian

Check back in the next few weeks 
as we uncover the history of other 
schoolhouses around the county, 

including the Laurin School and Bear 
Creek School to name a few. If you 

know of any historical schools in 
Madison County – or have information 

and stories you want to share – 
please contact 

Abigail (editor@madisoniannews.com) or 
Caitlin (news@madisoniannews.com) 

or call the offi ce at 682-7755. 

We can’t wait to hear from you!
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MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

Exams
Glasses

Contacts

Dr. Jeff Squire
406-577-2380

222 E. Main St #1C, Ennis, MT

Ennis: Thursdays 
9am to 5pm 

Bozeman: Monday through Friday 
9am to 6:30pm

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
We will be closed in Ennis on Christmas eve and New Years eve. We will be scheduling for January 7th 

in Ennis and, as always, we are always happy to see patients at our Eyes On Main Bozeman offi ce.

Submitted by Crissie Hansen
Beaverhead County 
Health Department 

Prevention specialist Beaverhead 
and Madison counties

Every New Year’s Eve, 
thousands of people across 
Montana resolve to improve 
their lives, vowing to give up 
their bad habits in exchange for 
healthy lifestyles. The Montana 
Tobacco Quit Line wants to 
assist people who attempt to quit 
tobacco and has free programs 

designed for all Montanans. 
For 2016, the quit line aims 

to help those with New Year’s 
resolutions. Quitting tobacco 
can be the most important 
thing you can do for your 
health. The United States 
Food and Drug Administration 
has not approved smokeless 
tobacco or e-cigarettes as 
successful cessation devices. 
Use of these products may 
hinder your success of 
quitting tobacco, said Crissie 
Hansen, tobacco prevention 
specialist with Beaverhead 
County Health Department.

Calling the quit line is 
toll-free at 1-800-QUIT 
NOW (1-800-784-8669), or 
visit the website at www.
QuitNowMontana.com 
to enroll, if appropriate, 
ask for one of the dedicated 
programs. American Indian 
callers can reach Native 
coaches directly by calling 
1-855-374-0037. Make your 
New Year’s resolution today.

Choose Success 
in 2016; Call the 

Montana Tobacco 
Quit Line!

 MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER

Remember to look  before you leap!Remember to look  before you leap!

We will get you MOOving!

physical therapy

305 N Main Street
Ennis MT

406-682-6605
www.mvmedcenter.org

Happy New Year!

To advertiseTo advertise
on the Health & 

Wellness Page
Call Susanne 

@ 682-7755

or email 
s.hill@

madisoniannews.c� 

Submitted by StatePoint

While flu and cold are 
common to every region of the 
world, different cultures have 
developed their own solutions 
to tackle the all-too-familiar 
and dreadful symptoms.

Today it is thought that 70 
percent of your immune system 
lies in your digestive tract, 
so many of these alternative 
healing methods rely on food 
for its curative properties. 
While some alternative 
treatments have not been 
evaluated by the Food and Drug 
Administration for efficacy, 
many people swear by them. If 
you are suffering this cold and 
flu season, incorporating these 
remedies into your get-well 
plan could be worth a shot.

• In Japan: Hot green tea 
is poured over a crushed 
ume, which is an alkaline-
rich Japanese pickled plum. 

Drinking this umeboshi tea, 
full of iron and potassium, 
is said to help ease fever 
associated with the flu.

• In the Dominican Republic: 
A paste of honey, finely 
chopped onion and garlic and 
the juice of at least half of a 
lime, is taken before bedtime. 
The garlic and lime juice, rich 
in vitamin C, boosts immunity.

• In France: For those with 
the flu, a homeopathic approach 
is taken using Oscillococcinum. 
This unusually named medicine 
has been a favorite flu fighter 
of the French for more than 70 
years. Clinical studies show that 
it reduces the duration and the 
severity of fever, chills, fatigue, 
headache and body aches. It is 
recommended that you take it at 
the first sign of flu symptoms.

• In China: A restorative 
dish is made from healing 
fritillaria bulbs (Chuan bei mu) 
and an Asian pear. The center 

of the pear is scooped out to 
form a bowl. A teaspoon of 
honey is mixed with fritillaria 
extract, which is then poured 
into the pear. The covered dish 
is steamed for 45 minutes to 
create a warm elixir to soothe 
the throat. For maximum 
effect, a honeysuckle and 
licorice root tea chaser provides 
added immune support.

• In South America: A plate 
of sliced onions is placed on 
a nightstand overnight. The 
scent from a freshly chopped 
onion helps break up mucus and 
congestion, just as it causes the 
eyes to water and nose to run 
while cooking. Loaded with 
sulphur compounds, onions 
also improve circulation.

Feeling under the weather? 
Beyond your go-to medications, 
get inspired by the whole 
world for treatments that are 
said to alleviate symptoms 
and restore wellness.

AROUND THE WORLD
Alternative cold and fl u remedies to try this season
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Rebecca
Ramsey

Whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little 
child will never enter it. – Jesus

When I was growing up, 
if my brother, sisters and I 
were too rambunctious, my 
dad would remind us that 
“children are to be seen and 
not heard.” I don’t know if 
people still say things like that 
these days, but I don’t think 
that’s a healthy attitude. 

Children should be seen 
and heard. When my siblings 
and I were quiet, our parents 

had cause 
for concern. 
We weren’t 
bad kids. Far 
from it, we 
were a joy 
to be around 
(if memory 
serves). 
However, 

we were also 
a fairly curious bunch in 
those days (you can take 
that any way you wish), and 
being quiet around the house 
usually meant we were putting 
our curiosity to work.

My brother, when he was 
losing his baby teeth (and 
having been suitably rewarded 
by the Tooth Fairy), found a 
dead rat one day out in our 
back yard. He noticed the 
rodent had plenty of teeth and 
(cha-ching) he saw no reason 
the Tooth Fairy would object 
to paying him for teeth that 
were technically his. I do 
believe he had the best legal 
mind among preschoolers 
in our neighborhood.

He and I trundled off to the 
shed to put a set of pliers to 
work de-fanging the beast when 
our mother, who had become 
alarmed by the sound of our 
silence, came looking for us. 
She was horrifi ed to discover 
what we were up to and made 
us abandon our backyard dental 
clinic, sending us directly 
into the house to wash up. 

How sad. She could 
have had a lawyer and a 
dentist in the family if she 
had simply encouraged us 
to pursue our interests, but 
alas, it was not to be.

When Jesus took children 
into his arms and commended 
them to his disciples as models 
of kingdom principles, I don’t 
believe Jesus was wearing rose 
colored glasses and thinking 
of children as sweet innocents. 
I am sure Jesus had his share 
of challenges growing up in a 
village where his own paternity 
was questioned. Children of 

every age, tribe and tongue 
can be cruel – a trait certainly 
not limited to adults or ISIS.

So, if it wasn’t a sense 
of virtue borne of naiveté, 
what attribute might Jesus be 
commending to those who 
wish to follow him and enter 
the kingdom of heaven?

The fi rst thing that strikes 
me is a child’s invisibility. 
Until Jesus drew the child into 
his arms, there is no mention 
of him or her. She was neither 
seen nor heard, and yet Jesus 
received her. That is an image 
of the kingdom, isn’t it? You 
don’t need power or status to be 
welcomed into the arms of God. 
In fact, with power and status, 
you may not even want God; 
it’s God who becomes invisible. 

Secondly, children are 
oriented toward the present. 
The child doesn’t ask Jesus 
to go away and come back 
when it is more convenient 
for the child. A child lives in 
the moment and is so into the 
moment that all other matters 
fade into the background. 
When a child receives a 
gift, they often rip into it 
without remembering to say 
“thank you” to the gift giver. 
Jesus says, “The kingdom of 
heaven is among you; it is 
in your midst; it is now.” 

Like the child, we are 
expected (I think) to rip into 
the gift of eternal life now and 
to enjoy it and put it to work 
immediately. I think Jesus 
trusts that the day will come 
when we will remember to say 
“thank you” to the Lord and 
Giver of life; but until that 
day comes, Jesus is delighted 
to see our eyes sparkle as we 
receive the gift and accept 
it with complete abandon.

Children, you see, are 
able to understand a gift as 
nothing more than that: a gift. 
Adults want to earn what they 
receive. Adults forget how to 
accept God’s grace simply, 
earnestly, honestly and humbly.

God, who notes with sorrow 
the passing of a sparrow (and 
possibly of rats, too) stretches 
out his arms to embrace all 
the little ones in this, our 
valley. You are not invisible 
to God. With eyes of faith, 
you’ll discover that God is not 
invisible to you either. Peace!

Keith Axberg writes on 
matters concerning life and 
faith. He can be reached at 
kfaxberg@gmail.com.

This, Our Valley:
By Reverend Keith Axberg

Seeing and seen in 
the valley

Rev. Keith Axberg

By Rebecca Ramsey 
Ruby Watershed Coordinator

Ten years ago my friend 
Tim, who was working 
for the Scottish national 
environmental agency at the 
time, sent me a book called 

“365 Ways 
to Save the 
Earth” by 
Philippe 
Bourseiller. 
I spent that 
year reading 
one entry 
each day 
of the year 

and trying to 
implement it … or at least as 
many as I could. As we ring 
in 2016, I thought I’d share 
12 ways that you could do 
your part to “save the earth.” 
We’re all living on this planet 
together, and every small 
thing we can do as individuals 
will add up to help make 
a positive impact. One per 
month isn’t too hard to try!

1. Buy recycled: Consider 
buying home products 
like toilet paper and paper 
towels made from recycled 
paper, or office supplies like 
notebooks and printer paper 
made from recycled papers.

2. Buy products that can be 
recycled: In Madison County, 
we can recycle number one 
and two plastics, cardboard, 

paper, steel and aluminum. 
Pay attention to the products 
you buy, and buy as many 
as possible that you can 
recycle close to home. And 
then recycle! As mentioned, 
Madison County recycles 
and so can you! Set up bins 
where your trash can sits, in 
your garage or mudroom for 
instance, so you can separate 
as you toss – it adds zero time 
to your effort to toss it in the 
bin labeled paper as it would 
to toss it in to your trash 
can with everything else.

3. Follow the rules in 
protected areas: Observe signs 
indicating a non-motorized 
route, or a trail that is closed, 
or keeping dogs in designated 
areas within national parks 
for instance. These rules are 
in effect to protect plants, 
sensitive environments and 
wildlife from potential harm 
or further degradation.

4. Buy fair trade coffee 
and tea: Fair trade products 
support folks in the 
underprivileged countries 
that grow our coffee. Fair 
trade companies ensure that 
workers get paid without 
being held to unreasonable 
quotas; support small 
family operations; are often 
grown without pesticides.

5. Use compact f luorescent 
light bulbs (CFL): While 
upfront costs are more 
expensive, CFL bulbs last 
10 times as long and use up 
to 66 percent less energy 
than traditional incandescent 
lightbulbs. If every American 
family switched to CFLs, 
we’d save enough energy 
to light one-third of United 
States households for a year.

6. Give waste-free gifts: 
Rather than buying a trinket 
from overseas, make a gift if 
you have a talent, or make a 
meal to put in the freezer, or 
your friend’s favorite dessert; 
give a gift certificate for a 
massage or to a local hot 
springs or provide tickets 
to a local theater … the 
possibilities are endless!

7. Turn your heat down 
at night and when you are 
away: Moderate your energy 
consumption and reduce your 
bills by turning down your 
heat to 55-65 degrees when 
you are sleeping or out of 
the house for long periods.

8. Use baking soda to 
clean: Household cleaners 
contain corrosive and toxic 
substances.  You can replace 
them with a solution of water 
and baking soda, which is less 
damaging and just as effective, 
even for cleaning your oven. 
Vinegar and water or lemon 
essential oil and water are 
also great natural alternatives 
to harsh chemicals.

9. Buy household 
appliances with the Energy 
Star Label: Developed 
in 1992, the Energy Star 
Label indicates products 
with superior energy 
efficiency. This will help 
your pocketbook and the 
environment. And remember 
to keep your appliances 
clean – and defrosted in the 
case of your freezers – for 
maximum efficiency.

10. Buy used/sell used: 
Discover the joys of shopping 
at second hand stores where 
you can find great clothes 
and treasures! And donate 
your outgrown kid’s clothes 
and toys (and your own 
outgrown clothes and toys) 
to support good causes, 
reduce waste in landfills and 
provide low cost items to 
our community members.

11. Adopt an animal/have 
pets spayed and neutered: 
While there are certainly some 
fantastic, responsible breeders 
out there with quality blood 
lines for specific reasons, 
pet overpopulation is a real 
problem here, as well as 
nationwide and worldwide. 
There are amazing dogs, cats, 
horses, birds, guinea pigs, 
lizards and even farm animals 
like sheep and goats who are 
in need of a good home. Check 
with humane societies, local 
classified ads and around the 
community for the next family 
member before you buy one.

And lastly, but perhaps 
most importantly …

12. Make your children 
aware of the natural world 
around them: Support 
science education, field 
trips and events like Kid’s 
River Resource Day or Bear 
Creek Days here in Madison 
County; take walks outside; 
visit the Ennis Fish Hatchery; 
take a kid to your neighbor's 
ranch, or fishing, hunting, 
skiing – anything outdoors! 
Provide our next generation 
of stewards with books, 
nature guides, binoculars and 
magnifying glasses. Volunteer 
together at a weed pull day, 
or at the local community 
garden, or better yet, your 
own garden. Teach them about 
this amazing place we call 
home, and our place within it.

Have a happy, healthy 
and earth friendly 2016!

12 ways to save 
the Earth

James Gemmell or Gammell, Part III
By Charlie Rossiter

Charlie
Rossiter

The fi nal years 
In 1862, gold was 

discovered in Grasshopper 
Creek in 
Southwest 
Montana and 
James saw an 
opportunity 
to make some 
money. He 
said he could 
not make a 

living for two 
families and 

live that way in Utah, so he got 
some Indian goods on credit 
and with two old wagons and 
some Spanish mules he struck 
out north in early 1862, coming 
and trading in Bannack. 

He became a teamster and 
ferried goods to the miners 
in Bannack from Salt Lake 
City. It was a very lucrative 
business, and James made three 
trips that fi rst year. The Alder 
Gulch was discovered next 
and future prospects looked 
promising. In the spring 1863, 
during a second expedition 
from Utah to the Bannack gold 
mines, James headed northeast 

to Fort Benton to trade with 
the Indians. He purchased a 
sawmill that had been used 
to cut the lumber for the fort, 
loaded it in his wagons and 
headed back to the Ruby 
Valley. They set the sawmill up 
on a creek near Sheridan that 
became known as Mill Creek. 
The sawmill business proved 
profi table for James that fi rst 
year (1863 – 64). Some say 
that he made a small fortune. 
It seemed like a good time to 
move his family to Montana 
and to settle there permanently. 

This was a very violent time 
in Montana history when road 
agents were the scourge of the 
area and about 100 men were 
murdered that fi rst year. James 
reportedly knew many of the 
vigilantes and the bandits as 
well. He brought one of his two 
families to Montana around this 
time but the other wife and family 
decided to stay in Utah where 
that wife’s family lived. James 
and Maria and their fi ve children 
left by wagon from Salt Lake 
City in May 1865, and settled on 
a ranch just west of Sheridan.  

After a while James got 
antsy again and headed back to 
Utah. The railroads were racing 
to get the fi rst trans-continental 
railroad done and James worked 
for the next year lumbering for 
the railroad at Bear River near 
the border of Utah and Idaho. On 
May 10, 1869, the Central Pacifi c 
and Union Pacifi c railroads 
met at Promontory Summit, 
Utah. James was present at the 
celebrated historic event, and 
witnessed the driving of the gold 
spikes, which marked the joining 
of the Atlantic and Pacifi c oceans 
by an iron band. James returned 
home to Sheridan, arriving on 
Dec. 31, 1869, with more than 
$5,000 to show for his labor. 

James and Maria had a total 
of 12 children at this period 
in their lives. In 1877, the 
Sheridan residents built 
a stockade for protection 
from the Indians (This was 
known as the Nez Pierce 
War of 1877). James had 
his children bury the family 
valuables and a hand carved 
clock of hammered brass 
and a set of goal scales. The 

family’s keepsakes were 
never unearthed again and by 
the time the boys decided to 
open the underground vault, 
the landmarks had changed, 
making it impossible to locate 
the correct spot. In 1881 on 
Wednesday, April 6, James 
Gammell’s family gathered 
around his bed and waited for 
the old monarch to die. At 11 
o’clock that morning, James 
drew his last breath and after 
many months of illness and 
pain he was fi nally at peace. 
A life of adventure had ended 
too soon nevertheless; in his 
fi nal hours the true heart of 
the man was revealed. His 
greatest concern was for the 
education of his children and 
the well being of his family. 

James was 66 at the time 
and was buried in the Sheridan 
Cemetery on Saturday, April 
9. The present day stone 
marker was not erected 
until 1981 – 100 years after 
his death. James was a true 
Montana pioneering legend 
and left behind a legacy that 
could never be duplicated.

Finally 2015 has ended, 
and none too soon for investors, 
traders and agricultural producers. 
Commodities as measured by 
the CRB Index as well as the 
Bloomberg Commodity Index 
closed lower for the fi fth year 
in a row, a feat never before 
seen in history. The Bloomberg 
Commodity Index, a measure of 
returns for 22 different commodities 
fell 25 percent in 2015 and 
endured the longest losing streak 
since data began in 1991. The 
CRB Index, weighted towards 
grains and livestock, fell to a 13 
year low in late December.

Stocks and bonds only fared 
somewhat better according to 
Bloomberg Business, in an article 
this week entitled, “The Year 
Nothing Worked: Stocks, Bonds, 
Cash Go Nowhere.” The piece 
states that 2015 was the worst year 
for asset allocation funds since 1937. 
Asset allocation is the simple theory 

that when one market struggles, it is 
no big deal because an investor can 
quickly jump into another market 
that is thriving. However, in 2015 
that strategy simply did not work 
out much to the chagrin of the bulls. 

Bloomberg went further to 
claim, “if you judge the past year 
by which United States investment 
class generated the largest return, 
a case can be made it was the 
worst for asset-allocating bulls in 
almost 80 years, according to data 
compiled by Bianco Research 
LLC and Bloomberg. The 
Standard and Poor’s 500 Index 
gained 2.2 percent with dividends, 
cash is up less, while bonds and 
commodities show losses.”

Not only was 2015 a bummer 
for commodities and a huge 
disappointment for stocks, bonds 
and cash, the volatility increased 
dramatically in the fi nal month 
of the year, which simply sets 
the stage for more of the same 

in the New Year. Stocks, shares, 
equities and the Dow for example, 
endured the most volatile and 
capricious December since 2008.

Commodities were no different 
with wild and crazy price swings 
seen everywhere. The most notable 
commodity was cattle prices where 
front month futures fell $15.45 in 
the fi rst two weeks of the month 
followed by $18.83 rally in the 
fi nal weeks. Never before in history 
have cattle futures been subjected 
to such volatility in a single month. 

It took four months, from 
August to early December, for 
nearby cattle futures to fall $30 
but they moved $34.28 in the fi nal 
month of 2015. Without a doubt, 
no other month has been so volatile 
and fi ckle for cattle. In fact, cattle 
futures – as I stated many times in 
the past – have become the new 
pork belly market. Based on history, 
no commodity market has ever 
been as volatile as pork bellies. 

There were three forces 
weighing on commodity prices in 
2015. One, the continued weakness 
with the Chinese economy. The 
second, the sharp decline seen with 
crude oil values, which are a leading 
indicator for hard assets per se. The 
third and fi nal force was the relative 
strength of the U.S. dollar compared 
to all other major world currencies. 

One of the oldest and best 
known sayings when it comes 
to markets is, “The trend is your 
friend.” The saying is true as rain 
but it is incomplete. It should read, 
“The trend is your friend until it 
isn’t and it stabs you in the back.” If 
that old saw holds truth it suggests 
strongly that in the New Year ahead, 
commodities per se will endure 
further losses and quite possibly end 
the year lower once again. After all, 
commodities have trended lower for 
fi ve years and the three main forces 
weighing on values remain in place.

The same logic can be applied 

to stocks, bonds and cash for the 
year ahead. If those markets, went 
“nowhere” in 2015 as Bloomberg 
has pointed out, it is a brand new 
trend that is in locked in place 
going into 2016. Especially in 
consideration that it was the fi rst 
time in 80 years “asset allocation” 
did so poorly. A new trend may 
indeed be in place for those 
markets. Unless, of course, the 
new trend stabs you in the back.

My bias going into the New 
Year is the dollar will be king and 
the yen, prince. The two major 
currencies will slug it out for 
leadership in the forex markets. The 
dollar will be supported in 2016 
by the recent hike with interest 
rates by the Fed a few weeks ago 
and the distinct possibility that 
further hikes are likely. In Japan, 
the infl ation rate is running 1.5 
percent. The Japanese Central 
Bank has promised to hike rates if 
and when infl ation hits 2 percent. 

Thus, Japanese interest rates are 
likely to be hiked sooner than later.

While the U.S. Federal Reserve 
is pushing rates north and Japan 
not far behind, the central banks 
of England and the European 
Union are on the cusp of lower to 
keep their economies afl oat. Thus, 
there are two divergent monetary 
policies unfolding, which will gain 
momentum in 2016. The policy of 
higher rates by the U.S. and Japan 
will underpin the ‘ole dollar and 
the yen. The easier money policies 
endorsed by Great Britain and the 
European Central bank will weigh 
heavily on the Brit and the euro.

If my work is correct, 2016 
will be the Year of the Dollar 
with the yen not far behind. If so, 
stocks, bonds and commodities 
will remain under pressure for 
another year at the very least. Next 
week I will offer part two regarding 
market forecasts, predictions and 
outlooks for the New Year.

Commodity Insite! Outlook for 2016
by Jerry Welch



All puzzle answers on B7

Yummy, Low-Calorie Breakfast Egg Crowns Recipe

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

Stacey Morgan is bringing the art of finger food 
to the breakfast table with her Breakfast Egg 

Crowns. Savory and satisfying, I love how easy these 
are to make. Great for an on-the-go breakfast, these 
gems are a healthy, protein-packed start to the day.

See step-by-step photos of Stacey’s recipe plus 
thousands more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/eggcrowns
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and 

chances to win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a 
pinch”...

 

www.justapinch.com/eggcrowns

What You Need
3 tortillas, high fiber, 
   low carb
16 oz egg substitute
10 oz frozen spinach
6 slice premium cut  
   chicken, low sodium,  
   low fat
1 1/2 c 2% skim  
   mozzarella cheese

Breakfast  
Egg Crowns

Directions
• Preheat oven to 350. 
• Place 1/4 of a tortilla into a 
sprayed muffin pan. 

• Mix eggs and spinach together. 
• Put 1/8 cup of egg/spinach 
mixture into muffin pan.

• Each muffin section will receive 
half a slice of chicken. 

• You can either fold or dice the 
halved chicken piece to your 
preference.

• Top with 1/8 cup of cheese.
• Bake 15 minutes. 
• Let sit for 2-3 minutes then 
remove to cooling rack.

“These 
will keep 

you full for 
hours!”

 

By Janet Tharpe

- Janet

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Stacey Morgan 
Blytheville, AR 
(pop. 15,620)

Submitted by: Stacey Morgan, Blytheville, AR (pop. 15,620)

NOVICH
INSURANCE AGENCY

Twin Bridges  •  Phone 684-5701

For All Your Insurance Needs
Serving The Ruby Valley For Over 40 Years
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comics & Puzzles

Joe Veland   

406.682.3999 
Service Work

New Construction
Remodels

PO Box 987   
Ennis, Mt   59729

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

682-7755

Get the 
Good News! 

Editor's Note: Any editorial cartoons printed in our paper do not refl ect the opinion of the staff of The Madisonian.

Beyond Words.
YOUR future is OUR future.

THE MADISONIAN.  682-7755
Call to Subscribe or Advertise today.



MARKETPLACE

View classifi eds online at www.madisoniannews.com/classifi eds.

the Madison County

HELP WANTED

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, pri-
vate location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc

ENNIS MINI STORAGE 
New low prices with 10 x 10’s 
starting at $35. Larger sizes 
available. Call Melinda at 
596-4288.
15-tfc
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PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE Indoor & Outdoor 
RV/Boat storage, storage units. 
Ennis, 682-7442
18-tfc-b

FOR RENT: Large mobile 
home site 1 mile from Ennis. 
100 x 150’, water & sewer, 
country atmosphere, quiet. 
NO DOGS. 682-4854.
29-tfc

SERVICES

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 5-7 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. Ennis. 
682-7844
30-tfc-b

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$650 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc

All sizes available up to 1,200 square feet
Heated, insulated, large doors, half bath.
Gary at 581-3531 or Paul at 581-7878

SHOP SPACE FOR RENT IN ENNIS

3 bedroom 2 bath 1900 sq ft one 
level home on mill creek . Beauti-
ful views comfortable open con-
cept home . Washer/ dryer . $900 
mth. No pets/ smoking 916-600-
3018
49-tfc-b

For Rent. Two story furnished 
studio guest house. Upper deck, 
heated garage and storage, 
W/D and kitchenette. 1 year 
lease $750 per month utilities 
included. N/S No dogs. In 
Ennis. Call Erich 682-5737
35-tfc-b

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

for sale

The Madison Valley Manor is hir-
ing Certifi ed Nursing Assistants.  
Full time and part time positions; 
FREE TRAINING AND C.N.A. 
CERTIFICATION AVAILABLE.
This is a great opportunity to work 

in a personal healthcare setting.
   · Excellent pay

   · Government retirement.
   · Benefi ts including life and 

health insurance.
   · Relocation bonus.

   · Tuition reimbursement.
 If you are interested in a reward-
ing career in healthcare, Madison 

Valley Manor is the place. 
Please contact Christine Canter-
bury, DON at 682-7271 for more 

information.  EOE
51-tfc-b

Geese and turkeys for sale. Call 
Jonathon at 577-6152

42-tfc-b

Cardwell store and Moose Cross-
ing Sweets & Gifts are now hiring 
friendly, team oriented, energetic 
people with exceptional customer 
service skills. Send resume to 
cardwellstore@outlook.com or 
stop in to pick up an application. 
Starting wage at $9.50/hr.
No phone calls, please.
2-tfc-b

Zabel prints
"Dog Tired". $750

"Outfi tters Promise". $500
406-539-9418

2-tfc-b

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales

Installation, Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
Quality Service at a Fair Price

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

FOR RENT: Call Apex Manage-
ment at 682-7112 or 581-0103 for 
long term or vacation rentals in 
Ennis and the Madison Valley.
1-tfc

FOR RENT in Ennis 20 x 30 
heated shops/storage. RV Storage 
also available.  581-7687.
1-tfc-b

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

Get 
Results.

Tami's House Cleaning
Great references

Dependable
Effi cient
Honest

406-548-2954
9-4-p

CAREGIVERS NEEDED
TOBACCO ROOT MOUNTAINS 
CARE CENTER IN SHERIDAN, 

MT, A SMALL FAMILY 
ORIENTED LTC FACILITY 

HAS OPENINGS FOR AN RN 
OR LPN WORKING 9 HOUR 

SHIFTS AS A CHARGE NURSE.  
COMPETETIVE WAGES, 

GREAT BENEFITS.   CONTACT 
JODY AT (406) 842-5600 
FOR MORE INFO AND 

APPLICATION.  EOE
9-4-b

Custodial Position
Ennis School District
The Ennis School is looking for an 
individual to work in our custodial 
department.  The job requires the 
knowledge or willingness to learn 
to work with various pieces of 
equipment, such as, fl oor ma-
chines, buffers, scrubbers, etc.  
Hourly rate will start at no less 
than $12.00 per hour, D.O.E.  Ben-
efi ts and retirement may be avail-
able.  Deadline: Until Filled.  For 
further information and a district 
application call Jon Wrzesinski at 
682-4258.
9-3-b

For RENT

Studio apartment for rent in Ennis.
Call Jamie 581-9219.
7-tfc-b

For Rent:  Unit 1-E Lone Elk Mall, 
908 Sq’.  Please call 406-490-9464 
for more details. 
9-4-b

Drivers: LOCAL Bozeman Refrig-
erated Runs! Occasional layovers! 
Excellent Pay, Benefi ts! Paid 
Vacations! CDL-A, 1yr Exp. Req. 
Estenson Logistics 1-888-335-1615
9-2-cc

Place Your Classifi ed
682-7755

LIFE ESTATE FOR SALE
128 Harrison Street
Harrison, Montana

Shown by appointment only
Call 406-244-0156 or 

406-682-3304
10-4-b

real estate

32 foot travel trailer/camper. 
$4000. McAllister, HWY 287. 

406-600-4311
51-tfc-b

Toll Free 1-800-227-5894

Vacation Rental/Seasonal Cleaning
24 HR Flood & Fire Mitigation

HOME • OFFICE • RENTAL • AUTO • RV 
Carpets • Rugs • Upholstery • Windows

Serving Southwest Montana
406-683-2226

Proud member of Greater Ruby Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree Care
Expert 

Fall & Winter is ideal 
removing and pruning time!removing and pruning time!

estate sales

lost & FOUND 

Place Your Classifi ed
682-7755

Lost: Brown cowboy hat with red 
poppy fl ower on hat band. Lost in 
Virginia city ranches area.  406-
490-2205

Found: iPad on Armitage in En-
nis. Call to identify. 580-5321.

Moving? Downsizing?                                                  
Liquidating an Estate?

WE CAN HELP
                                              

AbleEstateSales.com
                                               

Call Mike at 842-5251

antiques

LET'S MAKE A DEAL WITH 
THE DEALERS!

At Buckboard Mercantile
377 E. Main, Ennis, MT

682-3775
One day only! 

Saturday, January 16
10 am - 4 pm

Shop with the dealers on site 
for discounts. 10% storewide 

discounts on off-site dealer spaces. 
CASH OR CHECK ONLY!

No credit cards or debit cards
11-2-pd

Get 
Results.



REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
Madison County is accepting Request for Pro-
posal for the replacement of the current 9-1-1 
Telephone system and Voice Recorder system. 
Contractors interested in submitting a proposal 
may download the complete RFP from www.
madison.mt.gov, located under Public Notices 
or may contact the Madison County IT Offi ce 
by email madcoit@madison.mt.gov or by phone 
(406) 843-4254. Responses to this RFP must be 
submitted no later than January 29, 2016 by 5 
P.M.
(Pub.  Dec 17, 24, 31, Jan 7, 14, 21, 28 2015) mcit
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL COURT, MADI-
SON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF LARRY 
WAYNE JONES, 
aka
LARRY W. JONES
and
L.W.JONES
Decesased.
Probate No. DP-29-2015-31
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the under-
signed has been appointed Personal Represen-
tative of the above-named estate. All persons 
having claims against the said deceases are 
required to present their claims within four (4) 
months after the date of the fi rst publication of 
this notice or said claims will be forever barred.
Claims must be mailed to MAX A. HANSEN & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C., Attorneys for the Personal 
Representative, P.O. Box 1301, Dillon, Montana 
59725, or fi led with the Clerk of the above entitled 
Court.
Dated this 23rd day of November, 2015.
//s// Lorraine Arlene Jones
Personal Representative
(Pub. Dec. 24, 31, 2015 Jan 7, 2016) mha
MNAXLP

SUMMONS 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

IN DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF BURLEIGH SOUTH CENTRAL 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT
State of North Dakota by )
Workforce Safety & Insurance,
Plaintiff,    
SUMMONS
v.  
Kelly J. Vosen, Individually, and 
Virginia Vosen, Individually, 
Defendants. ) 
Employer Account No. 1305842
THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA TO THE 
ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT:
You are hereby summoned and required to ap-
pear and defend against the attached complaint 
which is herewith served upon you, by serving 
upon the plaintiff an answer within twenty-one 
(21) days after the service of this summons upon 
you, exclusive of the date of service. If you fail 
to serve an answer, judgment by default will be 
taken against you for the relief demanded in the 
complaint.
Dated this       day of      , 20     .
BY:
/s/ ANNE JORGENSON GREEN
Anne Jorgenson Green
Special Assistant Attorney General
State Bar ID No. 05691
Workforce Safety & Insurance
PO Box 5585, Bismarck, North Dakota 58506-
5585
(701) 328-3800 / agreen@nd.gov
Attorney for Plaintiff
(Pub. Dec. 31, 2015, Jan. 7, Jan. 14, 2016) nd
MNAXLP

NOTICE
The Board of Madison County Commissioners 
will not be holding their regular Commission 
meeting on Monday, January 18, 2016, as Coun-
ty Offi ces will be closed to observe the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Holiday.  The next regular meet-
ing following this date will be held on Monday, 
January 25, 2016. 
(Pub. Jan 7, Jan 14, 2016) mcc
MNAXLP
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PUBLIC NOTICES

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING COULD 
MAKE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
BEING OPEN FOR BUSINESS...

AND DOING BUSINESS
More than 6,500 people are waiting to read about your business!
We reach more area residents and visitors than any other local 
media. Contact us today to fi nd out how our print and online 
advertising solutions can help your business thrive! 406-682-7755

s.hill@madisoniannews.com

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN 
APPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Interior/Exterior • Painting/Staining
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Prefinishing of Mill Work

Media Blasting • Chinking

H.F. Hardy
Painting & Decorating

paintdock @3rivers.net 
842-5119 • Sheridan

PPG and Akzo 
Nobel Products 
available at our 

retail store: 
The Paint Dock

THE VETERANS OF TWIN BRIDGES NEED YOUR HELP
      First of all we wish to thank any and all Veterans that have helped or are still 
helping accomplish our goal of serving the local community.  Many of you may not 
know but within Twin Bridges there are two Veteran organizations.  First we have our 
American Legion post 31 which supports our local community in many ways following 
the 4 pillars of the American Legion (Veterans, National Security, Americanism, 
and Children and Youth).  And secondly we have the United Veterans of Twin 
Bridges (UVTB).  Both organizations are non-profi t but, the UVTB puts 100% of its 
membership dues back into the local community.  We have meetings every month on 
the 2nd Thursday at 7PM in the Montana room at the High School.  Our Veterans are 
doing many things within the community and need some help by other local Vets to 
keep this tempo going.  Here is a list of community events we do every year:

1. Veterans Community Christmas Dinner.  This is put on for the community by 
 Veterans at no cost to the community.
2. We conduct a Kids Summer fi shing derby with prizes at Lori’s pond.  We also 
 accomplish all maintenance at the pond. 
3. We accomplish periodic Veteran, in uniform, visits to the Twin Bridges   
 schools.
4. We conduct Halloween safety at the local grade school.
5. We provide a $500 college scholarship.
6. We do the cooking at the annual Fathers Day Fly In.
7. We collect donations for the Ruby Valley Food Bank.
8. We collect old cell phones for the Cell Phones For Soldiers program.
9. We conduct an annual Oratorical contest with a cash prize.
10. We sponsor a Boy to the Summer Boys state event in Helena.
11. We conduct a Constitutional essay contest with cash prizes.
12. We conduct a Veteran Honor Guard at every Veterans funeral at local  
 cemeteries.
13. We conduct a Veteran Honor Guard for Memorial Day at all local cemeteries  
 and conduct a dignifi ed disposal of unserviceable fl ag ceremony afterwards.
14. We lay all Veteran burial headstones.
15. We maintain white crosses for Highway Fatalities. 
16. We present the colors and our local Veterans lead the Madison County Fair  
 parade.
17. We present Flag raising and retreat ceremonies for the local community.
18. We have a Veteran fl oat in the parade and at the Rodeo.
19. We maintain fl ags and poles at multiple locations around Twin Bridges.
20. We maintain and update a Veterans Memorial in Twin Bridges by the library.
21. We have medical equipment that we sign out to any local family for as long  
 as they need it.
22. We teach Flag Etiquette merit badges for the local Cub Scout pack. 
23. We donated monies to the Cub Scout, CLOSE UP kids, SHODAIR childrens  
 hospital, Toys For Tots and the Twin Little League.
24. We have been awarded the American Legion Outstanding Post Award for  
 2014.
25. We have been awarded the American Legion Meritorious Service Most  
 Outstanding Post Children & Youth Program 2012-2013, 2014-2015
26. We just completed another Eagle Scout Project at Lori’s pond to build a  
 covered picnic area.

      As you see we stay pretty busy and our problem is we only have a few Veterans 
that are able to attend these events.  Our plea to any local Veteran is this, we would 
like to see more local vets sign up for one or both of these local organizations and 
come out and enjoy the satisfaction you get when you help your community.  There is 
nothing like watching the excitement in faces of kids at these events and all of their 
questions at what it is to be a Veteran.  Our community is truly special and deserves 
all the support we can provide it.  
       If anyone is interested in signing up please contact Doug Martin at 684-5245, Joe 
Witherspoon at 842-7722 or any representative of the local Veteran groups.

www.madisoniannews.com
Get Results.

Get 
Results.
www.madisoniannews.com



Senior meals, Virginia City
Winter Senior meals for Madison County Seniors 60 and 
over  will be served at the Virginia City Cafe on Thursdays 
(through May 2016) from 11:30 am to 12:30  for $3.50.

DECEMBER MENU:
Thurs, Dec. 10: Potatoes au gratin w/ ham, broccoli and roll

Thurs, Dec. 17: Meat loaf, mashers, gravy, roll

Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges
The TBS&CC provides meals for seniors every Tuesday 
and Friday at 11:30 a.m. at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant 
in Twin Bridges for seniors 60 years and up. (Spouse and 
caregivers are invited.) Donations for meals are appreci-
ated.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry, 
Sheridan

Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 114 N. 
Main St. in New Beginnings. Serving the Ruby Valley 
from Silver Star to Virginia City. Contact Sandy at 842-
7843 or Wannetta at 842-5783 for more information.

Meals on Wheels, Sheridan
The Sheridan Senior Center off ers meals for seniors 60 
years and over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to 
eat at the senior center, family style for $3.50 or have their 
meal delivered for $4.00. Delivered meals are within the 
city limits of  Sheridan and should be called in by 10 a.m. 
Call Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

ENNIS MEALS ON WHEELS, ENNIS
Tuesday-Friday 11:45 am to 12:30 pm

Reservations 682-4422
To help us plan, please call at least 24 hours in advance for 
meal delivery or if  you plan to dine in. 
Ennis Senior center, 315 W Main Street

JANUARY 7- JANUARY 14 MENU:
Wednesday, Jan. 7: Ham & cheese sandwich, macaroni 
salad, dessert.
Thursday, Jan. 8: Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes & 
gravy, veggies, dessert
Tuesday,  Jan. 12: Quesadilla, spanish rice, corn salad, 
dessert
Weds,  Jan. 13:  Meatball sub, pasta salad, dessert
Thurs, Jan. 14: Turkey pot pie, green salad, dessert * Red 
Hat Day!

Prayer requests:
682-4788     843-5296     842-7713

Find 
Fellowship 

With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Loving God, Loving People

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship
Joel Trenkle/Pastor

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.spirituality.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

682-4949
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m.
Mid-Week Service,
Wednesday 6 p.m.

606 Comley Way, Ennis
6 Blocks South of City Complex

Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 
Pastor Paul Stearns
Offi ce: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group Weds at 6:30 pm
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group Sunday evenings

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church

114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Duane Deshner

Sunday Service

10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)

Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry

Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

We are a church dedicated
to serving this valley!

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fully Accessible
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH

O ye Cohorts of God! 
    Praise be to God!  

--  that the Blessed Perfection 
hath freed the necks from the 

bonds and fetters and released 
all from the racial attachments 

by proclaiming, 

"Ye are all the fruits of one tree 
and the leaves of one branch."

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis
11:00 a.m.

Liturgy Schedule

St. Patrick, Ennis
Sunday ~ 10:30 a.m.

St. Mary, Laurin
Sunday ~ 8:30 a.m.
Deacon Andy Dorrington,

Pastoral Administrator ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Dustin 684-5255

 
  ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis
843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Celebrate Recovery
Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-5602

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Baptist Church

SUNDAY 
SERVICE

Christian Ed 
9:45 am

Morning 
Worship 10:45 am

(Nursery & 
Children's Church)

WEDNESDAY 
SCHEDULE
Snack &Yack 

6:30 pm
Family Night 

7-8:15 pm
(Prayer meeting, 
Women's bible 

study, youth group, 
kids groups)Pastor Greg Ledgerwood
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Area Senior 
Meals

Dean Waltee completed the 
Snowcrest post season mule deer 
trend survey with FWP pilot 
Trevor Throop on Dec. 31. The 
primary objective of this survey 
was to document the total buck, 
adult buck, yearling buck, doe 
and fawn ratio. This survey was 
completed under ideal (complete 
snow cover, clear skies, low wind, 
deer up and feeding) conditions.

 Waltee and Throop observed 
a total of 238 mule deer. This 
was 107 percent higher than 
the number of mule deer 
observed last year under similar 
conditions, and was the greatest 
number of mule deer observed 
post hunting season since 268 
were observed following the 2012 
season. It needs to be noted that 
post season surveys are much 
less reliable than spring green-
up for population trend. Of the 
238 observed mule deer, 117 were 
does, 84 were fawns, nine were 
yearling bucks, 18 were adult 
bucks and 10 were unclassified.

 The observed fawn: doe ratio 
was 72:100 – 1 percent lower 
than last year but 22 percent 
above the long-term average 
(59:100). The estimated fawn: 
adult (greater than two years) 
doe ratio was 81:100 – 3 percent 
higher than last year (79:100) 

and 17 percent above the long-
term average (69:100). This 
estimate uses yearling buck 
presence to estimate yearling doe 
presence, which can inf luence 
fawn:doe ratios. Yearlings tend 
to be less productive than adults, 
therefore, a low fawn:doe ratio 
can be more the product of a 
high yearling presence than 
some ecological limitation.

 The observed total buck: doe 
ratio was 23:100 – 21 percent 
higher than last year (19:100) 
and 21 percent above the long 
(19:100). The observed adult 
buck: doe ratio was 15:100 – 17 
percent higher than last year 
(14:100), and 67 percent above 
the long-term average (9:100). 
The observed total buck: doe 
ratio (23:100) was eight percent 
below the average (25:100) since 
the district went to a limited 
permit for antlered buck in 
1998. The observed adult 
buck:doe ratio (15:100) was 
15 percent above the average 
(13:100) since the district went 
to a limited permit for antlered 
buck. The observed yearling 
buck:doe ratio was 8:100 – 60 
percent higher than last year 
(5:100) but 11 percent below 
the long-term average (9:100). 

 This district, along with 

hunting districts 323 and 327, 
are not part of the current 
proposal to allow antlerless mule 
deer harvest through a general 
license either-sex opportunity. 
This is one area where trend 
survey efforts have not shown 
healthy population growth 
over the past couple of years.

 It’s worth pointing out 
the relatively tight mule deer 
distribution that was observed 
during this survey effort. 
The current conditions are 
forcing mule deer to the lowest 
elevations where topography 
and browse type are providing 
an above snow browse source. 
From a mule deer perspective, 
not all years are equal, and 2016 
has started out as a challenging 
one. The productive vegetation 
production year, which sent 
mule deer into winter in very 
good condition will help mule 
deer endure current conditions. 
What occurs between now and 
grass green-up will be most 
inf luential in deer, especially 
fawns and old deer, survival 
and future population trend.

 In addition to mule 
deer, Waltee and Throop 
observed 176 elk, 12 moose, 
36 sage-grouse, four bighorn 
sheep and one coyote. 

Snowcrest post season mule deer trend survey
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5 North Main St reet   |   Three Forks, Montana 
4 0 6 . 2 8 5 . 6 5 1 5   |  w w w.sacajawea hotel .com

Sunday Brunch
January 24
Treat yourself to an unforgettable Sunday 
morning brunch. Pompey’s Grill offers a wide 
variety of tastes for every craving. 

Sundays 9 am - 1 pm.  
Reservations recommended. 

$29.95 adult
$19.95 Hotel Guests
$14.95 Kids 5-12
*FrEE Kids 4 & under

Stay & Dine    $150.00
Enjoy a midweek getaway this winter with our seasonal room and 
dinner package. Stay in one of our luxury rooms and dine with a $50 
voucher to our romantic signature restaurant, Pompey’s Grill. This 
package is being offered Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday nights. 
Reservations for this package must be made 24 hours in advance. Taxes 
not included. 18% gratuity added to the final dinner bill.

Art Party  
January 30

Join us on Saturday, January 30 to party and paint. We’re offering 
food and drink specials PLUS a lodging special for Art Party 
participants. When you reserve your easel, make sure to also 
book one of our queen rooms for $80.00! 

Call now to register for this amazing event.

Visit our website for weekly liVe music 
listings happening in the sac bar! 

IntermedIate KnIttIng
eCe 2016 Winter Session, Instructor Knitty 

KnIt a gIft of Warmth for Someone Cold
“do what you can* with what you have* where you are*.” 

[teddy roosevelt]

*What you can do: knit 
*What you have: wool (& instruction) will be provided for these projects

*Where you are: Ennis, where we understand cold and live in warm houses.

 A fEW of thE cold Who Would WElcomE our Efforts:

•the oglalla lakota reservation, sd, few homes with w/central heating, many without 
floors, winter temps of -50

•Ennis Grade school kids – a constant need for lost mittens & hats

•Big sky Youth home, Bozeman – teens on their own getting themselves thru high school

•Ennis food Bank – would welcome a basket of knit items for anyone who needs one

•fc2success – former foster care kids now trying to make it in college – the red scarf Project

Please join us.

register with EcE, 682-4258; online (ennis-ece.org); or the first night of class, 
January 14, 2016, 5-7 p.m., resource room #12.

Hello there!

Caitlin Avey/The Madisonian
Big horn sheep hang out on the road to Yellowstone on a bluebird day.

Thompson-Hickman County Library expands hours
Submitted by Jack Albrecht

Beginning the week of Monday, Jan. 11, the Thompson-Hickman County Library 
will be changing and expanding its hours in order to better serve the community. Up 

until now, the library was only open weekdays and closed at 5:30 p.m.  
Aside from Monday holidays, the library will open every Monday at noon and close 

at 7 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, the library will be open from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. On 
Saturday, the library is open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, the library is closed.

Knitting for a cause
Submitted by Kitty Donich

Interested in putting your knitting skills to good use and helping those in need? This winter, 
a knitting class in Ennis is focusing on kitting to lend a hand. Knitters will work on projects for 
the Elizabeth Coat project, or for organizations that collect and distribute knitted objects all over 

the world and in Madison County. Contact Kitty Donich at 682-7291 for more information.

State class B and C tournament in Ennis
Submitted by Kelley Knack

Ennis High School will host the 2016 State Speech and Drama Tournament on Jan. 29 and 30.  Last 
year’s tournament featured 47 schools, 337 competitors, 115 judges and 25 workers.  Approximately 
the same number of judges and workers will be needed this year. Those who helped last year will be 

called again, but anyone else interested can contact one of the following individuals: Marilyn Jenkins at 
581-6759 or mjenkins@ennisschools.org or Kelley Knack at 579-5442 or skknack22@gmail.com.

Judges will be asked to set up a brief time slot for training during the fi rst three weeks of January. 

Possible Dish Network disruption
Submitted by Alissa Edgren

Cordillera Communications

Cordillera Communications, owner of network-affi liated T.V. stations in mid-to-small 
markets across the country, is warning viewers who watch its stations through Dish Network of a 
potential carriage disruption. Cordillera has been in negotiations with Dish Network for months 

over the nominal fee the satellite company must pay Cordillera to retransmit its signals. 
The current agreement is set to expire at noon (central time) on Jan. 7, 2016, and subscribers 

to Dish Network may lose access to the following local stations (local stations listed):
·      KTVQ-CBS for Billings, Montana

·      KXLF/KBZK-CBS for Butte-Bozeman, Montana (plus CW-affi liated subchannel)

Around the County
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ELECTRONIC SUPPLY
 (406) 682-7858
(406) 596-1513

mtnvw@3rivers.net

Jim Forsberg
Mountain View TV & Satellite, Inc.

6 Sunrise Loop Ste B
Ennis, MT 59729

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

THE Red Shed

GIFT SHOP  SILVER STAR, MT

 Red Shed Red Shed

new inventory arriving daily!
• over 500 different knives

• over 100 purses and 30+ wallets
• lots of jewelry,  scarves and other great gifts

All in our happy little cabin! • Cl� ed Sunday • 684-5255

JO IN  US  ON 
FAC E B O O K! 

and be the first to get breaking news.
facebook.com /madisonian

SHERIDAN 
SCHOOLS 

ADULT 
EDUCATION 

To register for a class call Emily at 842-5302.

BRAIDING CLASS
INSTRUCTOR KATE ALLDER

CLASS DATES ARE JANUARY 20 AND 21 • 6:00 TO 
8:00 PM EACH NIGHT.  

CLASS SIZE IS LIMITED TO FIVE STUDENTS.  

Japanese braiding class teaching the basics of creating an 
8-strand brand in a wide variety of patterns and textures.  At 
the end of the class the students will have created a braid 
to be used as a necklace cord.  It is suggested that students 

bring a pendant they would like to hang from the braid.  
Braiding takes time so the class will require two sessions of at 

least two hours each.  All materials will be provided.
Material list:  braiding stands, weights, counter weights, 

threads, end caps, clasps. 
MATERIAL COSTS: $7.00/STUDENT

VIKING CHAIN CLASS 
INSTRUCTOR KATE ALLDER

THE CLASS WILL RUN FOR FOUR HOURS ON 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH STARTING AT 1:00 PM.

CLASS SIZE IS LIMITED TO FIVE STUDENTS.
Learn to make a Viking chain bracelet by weaving wire around 
a mandrill and then stretching it to make it fl exible.  Material 

List: Mandrill, wire, end caps, beads, clasps
MATERIAL COSTS: $8/STUDENT

BEGINNING TO INTERMEDIATE 
QUILTING CLASS

 
THIS INCLUDES THE BASICS OF ROTARY CUTTING, 
PIECING, MAKING A QUILT SANDWICH, QUILTING 

AND BINDING.
IT WILL BE HELD AT LINDA DAY’S HOUSE, 123 

INDIAN CREEK ROAD IN SHERIDAN ON JANUARY 
9TH AND 16TH  FROM 9-4.  IF YOU HAVE ANY 

QUESTIONS, CALL 842-5678.
 
You will need a sewing machine, thread and a walking foot. 
We will sew three blocks including a ribbon star, a log cabin 

and a pinwheel.   The fee for the class is $50.  That will 
include the pattern, fabric and a beginning book. 

 The class is limited to 5 students.

Beyond Words.
YOUR future 
              is OUR future.

THE MADISONIAN.  682-7755
Call to Subscribe or Advertise today.

B & B CHINKING LLC
Restoration and Maintenance Work

New Construction & Existing Buildings
Chinking, Media Blasting, Staining and Log Repair

406-925-1074
4loghomes@gmail.com

We Guarantee Our Work & 
Perma Chink Material

Old style, histOric jack fence made the way 
the Old timers did. jacks handmade. the Best 

hOrse fence. Very easy On wildlife. 

581-3424  •  lpjohn@3rivers.net • lodgepolejohn.com
Acrylic paintings also available on my website.

Barney Construction, INC.
When Quality Counts.

Residential Contracting
406-581-9388
barneyconstruction@yahoo.com

Don’t get caught 
high and dry ...

Get your 
water system 

checked NOW!

Locally owned and operated • 20 years experience

• Water  System Analysis
• Well Inspections

• Constant Pressure & 
Conventional Systems

• System Design 
• 24/7 Emergency Services

DOTTIE’S 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICE

SERVICE • RETAIL • RANCH

Dottie Knecht, Proprietor
274-6941  |  682-3279  |  BOOKS@3RIVERS.NET

LONE ELK MALL OFFICE SUITES 2C, UNIT 1B & 1G
222 E. MAIN STREET, ENNIS

Welcoming New Clients
Now staffed 5 days a week.

Walk-ins Welcome!

After 14 years, it’s time to pass the torch 

to Ed Walter, another marine. 

I want to thank the residents of Madison 

County for their support of the Marine 

Corps Reserve’s Toys for Tots.

With your assistance and support, we 

brought a happier Christmas to 52 

families in the county.

Thank you to Joe Degal and his children, 

Jim Paul and the new Head Honcho 

Ed Walter who is recovering from hip 

replacement. Thanks to the churches and 

businesses who accepted our Toys for 

Tots boxes.

To all a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year.

 Bill Hanley

Twin Bridges

Sheridan Library 
receives book grant

Submitted by Sierra Smith

Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Montana 
Properties is excited to 
announce the winners of 
their fifth annual, Get Your 
Lights On! Christmas light 
contest. The first place 
winner of the contest is 
Matt and Kea Greenmore, 
and the second place 
winner is Mike Callahan

Cash prizes were given 
away to the top three homes 
that displayed the best 
holiday spirit. Each winning 
homeowner was asked to 
pick their favorite charity 
and Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Montana 
Properties donated $100 in 
their name. The following 
charities were selected: Matt 
and Kea Greenmore picked 
St. Jude Children’s Hospital, 
and Mike Callahan picked 
the Sheridan Montana 
Volunteer Fire Department.

Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Montana 
Properties gathered 

nominations Nov. 29 
through Dec. 21. Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices 
Montana Properties 
agents and staff made up 
the judging committee 
and drove around the 
valley taking pictures and 
looking at the outdoor 
holiday decorations. 

“We look forward to this 
fun and exciting event every 
year. We enjoy knowing that 
this has become an annual 
event for some families to 
decorate their home and 
drive around town looking 
at lights. We thoroughly 
enjoy sharing in the holiday 
spirit and giving back to 
our community,” said Mike 
Basile, owner of Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices 
Montana Properties. 

To view the winners 
of this year’s Christmas 
light contest and a list 
of nominees, visit: 

http://xlcountry.com/
bozeman-christmas-
lights-map/

“Get Your Lights 
On!” Christmas Light 

Contest Winners 
Announced

Submitted by William Talbott

The Sheridan Library 
received new children’s 
books, which were obtained 
through a grant from The 
Libri Foundation.

The Libri Foundation 
is a nationwide non-profi t 
organization which donates new, 
quality, hardcover childrens 
books to small, rural public 
libraries in the United States 
through its Books for Children 
program. Since October 1990, 
the Foundation has donated 
over $6.5 million worth of 
new children’s books to more 
than 3,300 libraries in all 50 
states. The Sheridan Library 
has benefi ted from the grant 
three times previously, and 
on this occasion, received 84 
books valued at $1,400.

In the nonfi ction/science 
books, the library received, 
among others, 17 National 
Geographic “Face to Face with 
Animals” books; fi ve Nic Bishop 
animal books; “The Mighty 
Mars Rovers and Eruption!” 
by Elizabeth Rusch; “The 

Hive Detectives and Citizen 
Scientists” by Loree Griffi n; 
and “Scaly, Spotted Feathered 
Frilled: How do we know what 
dinosaurs really looked like?”, 
by Catherine Thimmesh.

Some of the titles we 
received in the history/biography 
category included “I, Galileo,” 
by Bonnie Christiansen; “Years 
of Dust: The Story of the Dust 
Bowl,” by Albert Marrin; 
“Temple Grandin,” by Sy 
Montgomery; “From the Good 
Mountain: How Gutenberg 
changed the world,” by James 
Rumford; “The War to End All 
Wars” and “Angel Island” by 
Russell Freedman; “At Home 
in Her Tomb: Lady Dai and the 
ancient Chinese treasures of 
Mawangdui,” by Christine Liu-
Perkins and Sarah S. Brannen; 
and “Bomb: The race to build 
– and steal – the world's most 
dangerous weapon,” by Steve 
Sheinkin, and many others.

The books on display are 
available for checkout. For 
more information, contact 
William Talbott at the Sheridan 
Library at 842-5770.
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MONDAYS 

Commissioner’s 
Meeting, Virginia City

Madison Co. 
Commissioners meet 

every Monday, 
unless noted, public 
welcome. 9:30 a.m. 

Annex Building

TUESDAYS

Madison County 
Mental Health Local 
Advisory Council, 

Virginia City
Meeting the fi rst 
Tuesday of each 
month from 4:30 - 

6:30 p.m. in County 
Commissioner’s 

conference room in 
Broadway Annex. 

Ennis Arts 
Association, Ennis

Meet on the second 
Tuesday of every 

month at 10:30 a.m.
ennisartsassociation.

org

Children's Story 
& Craft Time, 
Virginia City

Every Tuesday 
at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

Movie Night, 
VIrginia City

Movie Night at 
the Thompson-

Hickman Madison 
County Library

Every OTHER Tuesday 
night at 7:00 p.m.  

Please call 406-843-
5346 to fi nd out 
what is playing!

WEDNESDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come 

play tennis at the 
Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All 
levels welcome. 

Open Sew, Ennis 
Open Sew with the 
Quilt Guild- open 
to the public from 
2-5pm at Madison 

Valley Public Library 

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.

For all ages and skill 
levels - Two Tables
At the Pony School

Info @ 685-3481 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-
ins are at 9 am

Meetings at 9:30 am. 
MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 
Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and 
Babies, Ennis

Madison Valley 
Public Library, 10:30 

a.m. 682-7244

Grief Support 
Group, Ennis

Everyone welcome. 
Meets every 

Wednesday, 5:30 
p.m. Madison Valley 

Baptist Church

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF 

EA. MONTH
NO meetings June, 

July or August.

MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison 
Valley Manor 

SunRoom

FRIDAYS

Tennis, Ennis
9 a.m. til 2p.m., come 

play tennis at the 
Madison Meadows 

Golf Course. All 
levels welcome. 

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 
11 a.m. Madison 

Valley Public 
Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts 

live music in the 
tasting room, 5:30 

p.m.. See the weekly 
ad on this page 
for performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. See the weekly 

ad on this page for 
weekly performers.

Hand-
embroidered 
pillowcases 
and dish 
towels

 

Call 
842-5681

NORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGS

Pool & Cafe 
(Sept - May)

Thurs-Fri-Mon: 4-10 pm
Sat-Sun: 12 noon-10 pm
Closed Tues & Weds
norrishotsprings.com

406.685.3303

    HOURS:

Fri 1/8 -  Shea Stewart

Hill Country Blues/Americana

Sat 1/9 - Heather Lingle

Alt Country/Rockabilly

Sun 1/10 -  Aaron Williams

Rock/Reggae/Folk

MUSIC THIS WEEKEND:   

682-4023
115 Main St., Ennis, MT

Evenings: Adults $8  • Children (12 & under) $6 Show time at 7:15 pm, 
Box Offi ce opens at 6:30 pm

Find us on at Madisontheatreennis

 Friday & Saturday 7:15 pm    Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm

COMING SOON:
SISTERS (R), DADDY‛S HOME (PG-13), 

STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS (PG-13)

www.ennismovies.com

JOY (PG-13)
Friday, Jan. 8 - Sunday, Jan. 10, 2016

682-4258  • WWW.ENNIS-ECE.ORG

Insanity– 
High Intensity Exercise Class 

Monday & Tuesday |6-6:45 am
Grade School Gym | Lacey Keller 

Yoga for Athletes 
Monday & Wednesdays |6-7 am 

Commons Rm| Cori Koenig 

Open Sew & Quilt 
Mondays|4-7| FCS Room #6
 Kathy Olkowski & Jamie Diehl 

Limited Space 

Beginning Yoga 
Mondays & Wednesday | 5:15-6:15 
pm| Commons Rm| Ashley Nelson  

Limited Space 10

Fly Tying  
Mondays |6-8 pm| ECW Rm# 12

 John Way  

Advanced Vinyasa Yoga
Tuesday| 5:15-6:15 pm| Commons 

Manu Redmond

Be Strong Yoga
Wednesday |  6:30-7:30 pm | Commons 
Manu Redmond * UPDATED DAY/TIME

Early Bird Yoga 
Tuesdays & Thursdays|6:15-7:15 am| 

Commons Rm| Cori Koenig 

Buggy Barns Quilting 
Tuesdays|4-7| FCS Room #6 

Kathy Olkowski 
Limited Space 8 

Beginning Pickleball 
Tuesdays & Thursdays|5-7 Multipurpose 
Room Grade School  Dan Olkowski & 

Cindy Gockel 
Limited Space 

 Beginning Welding 
Tuesdays & Thursdays|6-9
HS Shop| Charlie Zitting 

$40 materials fee
 Hula Hooping 

Tuesdays |6:45-7:45pm 
Commons Room| Ashley Nelson  

Intermediate Knitting– Fix it Class & Knit 
to Warm Someone Cold 

Wednesdays |5-7| ECW Rm# 12 Kitty 
Donich| Limited Space 

Soaps for Home, Health and Beauty  
Wednesdays|5:30-8:30| FCS Room 

Kay Gogerty and Guests
Materials fee TBA 

Cooking  
Thursdays |5-6:30 pm | FCS Room 

Jamie Diehl| $40 Materials fee or $10 a 
class to drop in  

Advanced Yoga  
Thursdays |5:15-6:30| Commons 

Room| Manu Redmond  

 Intro to Mapping & Orienteering 
TBA|TBA| TBA| Tim Gogerty  

Wet on Wet Landscape Painting 
Thursdays|7-9| HS Art Rm| Jack 

Finley| $188.25 Materials Fee, $25 mate

Lend a Helping Hand: Practical Skills 
for Family, Friends and Neigh-bors 

3 Thursdays, 1.28, 2.4, 2.11|7-8:30| Room 
#19 Jr. High | Darci Sgrignoli

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS 
($10 Each unless otherwise stated)  

Feed a Bird: A Guide to Bird 
Feeding/Bird Feeders 

Monday, January 18th|7-9 pm| HS 
Rm 5| Marc Elser  

Planning Today for Eating Tomorrow 
(Gardening)
Kaye Suzuki  

Tuesday January 26, 6-9pm
Brown Bag Dinner

Couples Yoga and Thai Massage 
Workshop

Saturday, Feb. 13th| am | Jen 
Davies | $20

is gearing 
up for 
Winter 

Classes!
REGISTRATION BEGINS MONDAY, JANUARY 4TH.

CLASSES BEGIN MONDAY, JANUARY 11TH -- 8 WEEK SESSION
(ONLINE, MAIL, OR IN PERSON)  •  ALL CLASSES $20 UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE

SHERIDAN
School Board Meeting

Tuesday, January 12
7 p.m.

Media Tech Center
Charles B. Murray Building

Christensen
R e n t a l s

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by noon and return 
Monday morning for a 1 day rate! 

406-682-4748 • 201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

ChristensenChristensen
Landscape • Lawn & Garden

Home Improvement & Construction
Landscape • Lawn & Garden

Home Improvement & Construction
Landscape • Lawn & Garden

Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday
From Noon on Weds - to 8 am Monday

EVERY FRIDAY WE HAVE LIVE MUSIC

FROM 5:30 – 7:30 PM

COME JOIN THE FUN, LISTEN TO SOME GREAT MUSIC AND

ENJOY SPIRITS WITH A WESTERN FLAVOR!!

FRIDAY JANUARY 8TH: DAVE HORTON

FRIDAY JANUARY 15TH: LEFT FOR DEAD

FRIDAY JANUARY 22ND: CORY JOHNSON

FRIDAY JANUARY 29TH: IAN THOMAS

ASK ABOUT OUR WEEKLY BOTTLING PARTIES!!

THURSDAY
JANUARY 7
Business after 
hours, Ennis

BAH hosted by Big 
Brothers - Big Sisters 
at the Gravestone 

Building from 5-7p.m. 
BAH is a free networking 

event open to 
chamber members 

and their guests.

SATURDAY
JANUARY 9

Presentation, Ennis
Andy Thomas, Madison 
Valley Medical Center 
physical therapist, will 

discuss the parameters 
of PT and how it can 

help the general public. 
11 a.m. at the library.

Open house, Sheridan
An open house will be 
held at the Sheridan 
Library to showcase 
the new children’s 

books from 1-3 
p.m.  Refreshments 

will be provided.

MONDAY
JANUARY 11

Meeting, Ennis
American Legion Post 

65 will hold its monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m. at 

the V.F.W. hall. Meetings 
are the second 

Monday of every 
month. All veterans and 

legion members are 
encouraged to attend.

TUESDAY
JANUARY 12

Meeting, Virginia City
The Madison County 
Mental Health Local 

Advisory Council 
monthly meeting 
is on the second 

Tuesday, this time only, 
beginning at 4:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 13

Rancher workshop, 
Harrison

Cover crops, soil 
health and livestock 

– benefi ts for you and 
your operation will be 
presented from 12-2 
p.m. at the Harrison 
Fire Hall. Lunch will 

be provided. Please 
RVSP by Jan. 11 to 
reserve a spot by 

calling the Extension 
Offi ce at 287-3282.

School board, Ennis
The Ennis School Board 

will hold its January 
meeting at 5 p.m. 
Call 682-4258 for 

more information.

FRIDAY
JANUARY 15

Game night, Sheridan
Game night at Christ 
Episcopal Church in 
Sheridan begins at 6 
p.m. We have all the 

traditional board games: 
Cribbage, Rummikub, 
dominoes and more. 
There will be popcorn 
and refreshments and 

if we have enough 
interested players, we'll 
be introducing Salad 
Bowl a great game 

that mixes up the old 
Password and Charades 
games with a fun twist.  

Sled dog races, 
West Yellowstone

West Yellowstone Sled 
Dog Races is hosting 
the second event of 
the year, Jan. 15-16. 
Professional mushers 

from all over the world 
converge to train and 
prepare teams. Call 

Wendy at 570-2417 for 
more information.

Ice fi shing tournament, 
West Yellowstone

National ice fi shing 
tournament to be 
held at Hebgen 

Lake Jan. 15-17. Call 
Wendy at 570-2417 for 

more information.

SATURDAY
JANUARY 16

Chautauqua, 
Virginia City

The Elling House Arts and 

Humanities center in 
Virginia City will continue 

its popular tradition of 
hosting chautauquas on 
Jan. 16, 2016, beginning 

at 7:30 p.m. There will 
be a potluck prior to the 
program, which begins 

at 6:30 p.m. Those 
interested in performing 

should call 843-5454.

Kids’N’Snow, West 
Yellowstone

Beginning at 11 a.m. kids 
will have the opportunity 

to learn to ice fi sh. For 
more information, visit 
www.kidsnsnow.org.

SUNDAY
JANUARY 17

Community 
gathering, Pony

The Pony Homecoming 
Club is sponsoring a 

community get together 
with The Next Journey 
Quartet performing 

southern gospel songs 
to be held at the 

Historic White Church. 
Begins at 2 p.m.

THURSDAY
FEBRUARY 4

Business after 
hours, Ennis

BAH will be hosted 
by Jon C. Goodman, 
CPWA, Independent 
Financial Partners and 

COPY That! Printing and 
Administrative Services at 
their offi ces in the North 
40 Building from 5-7 p.m.  
BAH is a free networking 
event open to Chamber 

members and their guests.
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