
T H E  L O C A L  N E W S  O F  T H E  M A D I S O N  V A L L E Y ,  R U B Y  V A L L E Y  A N D  S U R R O U N D I N G  A R E A S

75¢   |   Volume 143, Issue 24 w w w . m a d i s o n i a n n e w s . c o m

Member
FDIC

P.O. Box 417  •  Twin Bridges, MT 
59754

(406) 684-5678
Visit us online at
www.madisoniannews.com

P.O. Box 587  •  Sheridan, MT 
59749

(406) 842-5411

TABLE OF CONTENTS

April 9, 2015

Montana’s Oldest Publishing Weekly Newspaper. Established 1873

Local News-----------------A3
Opinion---------------------A4

Lifestyle---------------------B1
Health & Wellness  -------B2

Columns-------------------B3 
Comics/Games----------- B4
Classifieds/
Public Notices---------B5-B6
Calendar------------------B10

Smart driver class
Thursday April 9 • 9 am - 2 pm

Twin Bridges High School Montana Room
$15 for AARP members, $20 for non-members
This class is a refresher course on driving efficiently 

and safely for people age 50 and older.

Pre-registration: 406-560-1491
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Grizzlies are a real 
concern for rancher 
John Anderson. 

Anderson’s cows graze on 
state and Forest Service land 
at the south end of the Grav-
elly Mountain Range during 
the summer, and he believes 
there is a predator problem.

“It’s grizzly bears, primar-
ily,” Anderson said. “We have 
had wolf predation in the past, 
but one of our neighbors said 
we don’t have wolves because 
we have so many grizzlies.”

Anderson’s grandfa-
ther first started grazing 

cattle in the area 100 years 
ago. In his own lifetime, 
Anderson has seen preda-
tor numbers change.

“We never had griz-
zlies until 10 years ago,” he 
said. “But we’ve now had as 
many as nine grizzlies on 
our permit … three mama 
bears with two cubs each.” 

Anderson lost a calf last 
year, though it was not a con-
firmed kill. The year before 
that, however, they confirmed 
two calf losses to grizzlies. 

“Predation has not been 
excessive for us, compared 
to what some of our neigh-
bors have experienced,” 
he said. “But we have two 
riders with the cattle all 

summer long. Still, we 
have had predation from 
wolves and grizzly bears.”

The numbers
Montana Fish, Wildlife 

and Parks grizzly manage-
ment specialist Kevin Frey 
focuses on grizzly bears in 
the Yellowstone Ecosystem 
(YES), which encompasses 
Madison County. Accord-
ing to research from the 
Interagency Grizzly Bear 
Study Team, of which Frey 
is a member, there have 
been 36 recorded grizzly 
bear conf licts in the area of 
the YES that includes the 
Madison, Gravelly, Ruby 
and Centennial mountains.

“Eighty-six percent – 31 
– of these 36 conf licts have 
occurred in the last five 
years,” Frey told The Madiso-
nian. “(That is) six conf licts 
per year … this is relatively 
quite low, compared to other 
geographic areas in the (Mon-
tana portion of the YES).”

Frey said compared to 
West Yellowstone and the 
Gallatin or the Paradise Val-
ley, conf licts in the Madison 
Valley are relatively low. 

Looking at the YES as a 
whole, Frey pointed out that 
it is estimated that Montana 
has roughly 181 bears, which 
is 24 percent of the estimated 

Grizzlies and wolves in Madison County

Predator pressure
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What do you do if you have 
prescription medication, but no 
longer need it? According to 
Madison County Sheriff Roger 
Thompson, you should not flush 
the drugs or leave them sitting 
in your medicine cabinet.

“We’ve been considering 
getting drug take back bins for 
the last year or so,” Thompson 
said. “We always have a drug take 
back event at the Madison County 
Health Fair every year because 

we are trying to slowly educate 
people not to flush old pills be-
cause they go in the sewer system 
and then the groundwater.”

Madison County’s DUI Task 
Force teamed with the sheriff’s 
office to purchase two drug 
take back bins earlier this year 
– one bin is located in Ennis 
and the other one will be placed 
outside the sheriff’s office in 
Virginia City in a week or two.

“We want to anchor it to the 
concrete outside,” Thompson said. 

In Ennis, Mayor Becky 
Vujovich said the bin is 
placed at Town Hall.

“Specifically, (the bin is) in the 
ambulance bay, but if people stop 
in the front office they will be di-
rected from there,” Vujovich said.

Thompson said the need for 
bins became apparent in the last 
few years – the volume of drugs 
collected at the health fair grew 
every year, and community 
members also started showing up 
at the sheriff’s office and leaving 
expired or unused drugs there.

“The bins are a safe place 
where people can conveniently 
drop off drugs,” Thompson 
said. “The bin (at the sher-
iff’s office) will be 24/7.”  

Thompson said he thinks the 
bins are something the com-
munity will use. The collec-
tion bins give people an option 
other than flushing drugs, 
but serve another purpose 
too, Thompson explained.

“We’ve had multiple cases 
in this county where relatives 
or friends were taking drugs 
unbeknownst to the people who 
had them stored in medicine 
cabinets,” Thompson said. “A 
number of cases where people 
have access to someone’s home 
and they help themselves to that 
person’s medicine cabinet.”

Commissioner Jim Hart 
said he believes the bins are 
“absolutely” a good thing 
for the county to have. 

“It’s not a good thing to have 
pharmaceuticals around,” he 
said. “Rather than have folks 
flush them down the toilet, 
it’s safer to have a drop area. 
Those boxes will be periodi-
cally cleaned out and the drugs 
will be taken to the appropri-
ate place to be destroyed.”

In 2 Madison County locations, take back bins offer safe drug drop offs
COLLECTION BINS
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At their regular meeting on 
April 6, the Madison County 
commissioners – Ron Nye, Dave 
Schulz and Jim 
Hart – approved 
two agreements 
with the Depart-
ment of Natural 
Resources and 
Conservation, 
a cooperative 
equipment 
agreement and a 
cooperative fire 
control assis-
tance agreement. 

“It’s a cooperative program 
between the state and all 56 
counties to provide fire train-
ing and then suppression,” 
explained Don Copple, who 
is with the DNRC. “If one of 

your local fire departments 
responds, they can request 
assistance from the state.”

Copple pointed out there 
are two kinds of requests 
for assistance – mutual 
aid and county assist.

“When I hear 
a call for county 
assist, I know 
we’re going to 
be really in-
volved,” he said. 
“When we hear 
a call for mutual 
aid, we could get 
involved later.”

Schulz 
asked if the 
state takes over 

the management of a fire if 
they are called to help out.

“It is up to you,” Copple said. 
“The commissioners or the fire 

Madison County cooperates 
with Forest Service, state to 

ready for fire season

COOPERATION in 
the COUNTY
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At approximately 4:50 p.m. 
on March 31, several Twin 
Bridges youth were hiking and 
recreational shooting around 
Boulder Lakes Canyon Road 
outside of Twin Bridges when 
they accidentally ignited a fire, 
according to Madison County 
Sheriff Roger Thompson.

Twin Bridges fire chief 
Lloyd Carlson said the fact that 
a gun shot lit a fire is a testa-
ment to how dry the mountains 
are for this time of the year.

“(The fire) took off like crazy 
but they fought it,” Carlson said. 
“Those boys could have run and 
nobody would have known who 
started the fire. They took respon-
sibility and fought it best they 
could but they saw it get away 
from them and ran out to get cell 
phone service and called it in.”

The Twin Bridges Fire 
Department arrived on the 
scene around 6:15 p.m. and 

started cutting down trees 
because the fire was in heavy 
timber, Carlson said. 

“When we got there, we found 
six boys, tired as you’d ever 
seen,” he said. “They were all 
black (from the fire) because they 
had worked their butts off. They 
did an amazing job and took re-
sponsibility. Because they did the 
right thing there is no damage.”

Thompson said the fire 
burned less than three acres 
and was contained and extin-

Accidental fire near Twin 
Bridges contained and 

extinguished

FIRE SEASON
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Water users in Madison 
County have had their faces 
turned to the sky, hoping for 
more snow. Unfortunately, 
snowpack percentages state-
wide, and especially in Madi-
son County, have dropped in 
March, according to Lucas 
Zukiewicz, water specialist 

with the Natural Resources 
and Conservation Service.

“We are at a critical time 
of the year where we are 
hoping to see some improve-
ments,” Zukiewicz said. “But 
as of April 1, we are seeing 
near record-low conditions at 
some of our Snotel sites.”

For example, a few sites 
in the Gravelly Mountain 
Range are seeing the low-
est or second lowest snow-

pack percentage in the last 
37 years, Zukiewicz said.

“The Teepee Creek site is at 
its second lowest in 37 years at 
58 percent of normal,” he add-
ed. “We generally don’t see that 
kind of variability in that area.”

The Madison River Basin as 
a whole is sitting at 59 percent 
of normal above Hebgen Lake 
and 71 percent of normal below 
the lake, closer to Ennis. 

On the Ruby side, things are 

even worse, Zukiewicz said. 
“(The Ruby River Basin) 

is at 62 percent of normal 
for snowpack,” Zukiewicz 
said. “That is a decrease of 
14 percent from March 1.”

Zukiewicz said it is impor-
tant to remember that the area 
is still prone to snow in April, 
but conditions have decreased 
since March 1, which “should 

Record-low snowpack percentages at some sites in 
Madison County for April 1

“Those boys could have 
run and nobody would 

have known who started 
the fire. They took 
responsibility …”

– Lloyd Carlson, 
Twin Bridges fire chief

“Interagency cooperation is 
very important. The county 

takes care of us and we 
take care of the county.” 

– Jon Agner, Forest Service fire 
management officer

Turn to PREDATORS on pg. 2

Turn to COUNTY on pg. 2

Turn to SNOWPACK on pg. 2 Turn to FIREon pg. 2

Abigail 
Dennis/The 
Madisonian

Bear 
distribution – 
where grizzlies 
are known to 
live – is slowly 
increasing 
in Southwest 
Montana 
into areas 
like Madison 
County. 
Pictured is 
the Madison 
Mountain 
Range from 
the Gravelly 
Mountains.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
One drug collection box is 
operational at Ennis Town Hall.
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Custom Building & Design

Conventional Frame Homes
Commercial

Remodels & Additions
Hand-crafted Log Homes

Custom Building & Design

All phases of construction,
design and consulting

brad bullock 581-4117  |  ken evans 490-2758  |  office 682-7942
p.o. box 1444 Ennis, MT 59729

Rates subject to change without notice,  APR calculation is based on a $200,000.00 loan amount with a 1% 
loan origination fee, $295.00 document processing fee,  Mers fee $11.95, $15.00 flood determination fee, $4.00 
transcript fee, 15 days of prepaid interest and *discount point fee as stated above.

30 Years - .000% Points
3.625% Rate   3.720%  APR

Conforming Mortgage Fixed Rates

www.bankingonthefuture.com

Office: 406.682.4215 • Toll Free: 888.622.4215 
213 E. Main St • Ennis, MT 59729

AUTO LOANS
AS 

LOW AS 

4.5%rate

4.879%APR
Rates subject to change without notice. APR calculation 
based on $20,000.00 loan amount with a $149.00 loan fee, 
48 payments of $459.67 on approved credit.

If you haven’t enrolled for 
E-Statement delivery, the time is now. 

Your statements will be made available to you at the touch 
of a button ... no more waiting for the 

mail and, most importantly, it’s paperless! 
Thank you for banking with www.bankingonthefuture.com

15 Years - .000% Points
2.750% Rate   2.916% APR

FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO

406-596-3137

HARDY 
DRYWALL
They’re all after 

me drywallin’ 
service! 

it’s like gold!

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524
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How well do YOU know 
Madison County?

THIS WEEK’S CONTEST 

IS SPONSORED BY 

The Shovel & Spoon, 

Sheridan MT

Though we’ve finally had 
some spring weather 

the last few days, some 
fishermen are still brav-
ing the elements. Who 

knows what famous 
river this is!? Call 

682-7755 with your guess.

Kathleen Mumme from Sheridan was our lucky winner 
last week. She correctly identified Ramshorn Peak!

total grizzly population in the 
YES, which was 757 in 2014. 

“Conf licts increased 24 
percent in the 2003 – 2012 
time period from the previ-
ous 10 year period,” Frey said. 
“Human population increased 
25 percent and the bear popu-
lation increased 36 percent and 
bear distribution increased 34 
percent during the same 10 
year period. Hence, conf licts 
have remained fairly constant.”

According to Frey, bear dis-
tribution is on land where FWP 
knows bears live – the circle 
of habitat has been expanding 

slowly over the last 10 years. 
“As distribution increases, 

the chance for encounters 
raises,” he said. “Grizzlies 
in the Gravelly (Mountain 
Range) have always been 
relatively low, but in the last 
10 years, I’ve seen a slow 
increase in sightings.”

Frey said bears are moving 

into the Gravelly Mountains 
because of the food source.

“Bears have learned that 
occasionally there are other 
means of livestock loss that 
they can use for food sources,” 
he said. “I have seen where 
a fair number of cattle have 
died from larkspur poison-
ing and there are carcasses 
on the ground. The bears will 
remember that and learn that. 
It’s all about food sources.”

Like Anderson, rancher 
Rick Sandru grazes cattle on a 
Forest Service allotment in the 
Gravelly Mountain Range dur-
ing the summer – that is where 
Sandru and the other ranchers 
who graze on the allotment 
have the most predator issues. 

“Our big losses come 
up on the forest,” Sandru 
said. “There are just more 
and more (grizzlies) all the 
time. We probably feed a 
few calves to the grizzlies 
every year, but very few can 
be determined because by 
the time you find the calf, 
you can’t tell what ate it.”

FWP investigates all bear 
conf licts, from human injuries 
to property damage, Frey said. 
When it comes to livestock 
depredation, FWP partners 
with Wildlife Services to 
conduct an investigation.

“Sometimes there is a hard 
time determining the cause 
of death,” Frey said. “Say a 
livestock owner saw a bear 
feeding on a carcass, that 
doesn’t indicate the bear killed 
it. (The carcass) must be fairly 
fresh to determine the cause.”

Grizzlies are not Montana’s 
only predators. Some ranch-
ers in Madison County feel 

more pressure from wolves.
According to FWP statis-

tics, the 2014 wolf population 
in Montana’s portion of the 
Greater Yellowstone Area 
shows an increase from 2013. 

“The Montana portion of 
the ‘Greater Yellowstone’ 
counts include a minimum of 
122 wolves in 23 packs and 11 
breeding pairs,” FWP informa-
tion manager Andrea Jones 
told The Madisonian. “That’s 
compared to 92, 22 and five, 
respectively, in 2013.”

Statewide, confirmed 
livestock depredation due 
to wolves, however, is on 
the decline, according to the 
FWP’s annual wolf report.

“Confirmed livestock 
depredations due to wolves in-
cluded 35 cattle, six sheep and 
one horse in 2014,” accord-
ing to the release. “Down 46 
percent from 2013 losses of 50 
cattle, 24 sheep, three horses 
and one goat. Cattle losses in 
2014 were the lowest recorded 
in the past eight years.”

Chuck Bryant, who ranches 
in Bear Creek near Cameron, 
said he feels pressure from 
predators – especially wolves.

“I had two cows through 
a fence (last) Saturday 
night,” Bryant said. “Prob-
ably wolves. Something was 
raising Cain. A coyote can 
run through my cows and it 
doesn’t seem to phase them. 
You put a wolf in (with) my 
cows and they go nuts.”

Bryant found an elk carcass 
near his home with traces of 
wolves and mountain lions.

“I’m guessing the elk was 
a wolf kill,” he said. “They 
killed it and then left it there. 

They didn’t even eat it. As 
time went on they would come 
back and eat it and drag it.”

Bryant said the “wolf situ-
ation” is a “sore spot,” and the 
situation with grizzlies in the 
area is getting there. He has 
seen a grizzly in his alfalfa 
field during the day, and even 
has a sow that lives by his 
head gate at North Bear Creek.

“Fewer and fewer archery 
hunters are going back there,” 
he said. “We never send 
anyone up that way alone.”

For Bryant, wolves are 
already a problem. Up Bear 
Creek, wolf predation on 
cows and calves is common.

“We see wolves on a 
regular basis,” he said. “I see 
wolves as regularly as mule 
deer – not as many, but as 
regularly … In the evening, 
you can sit on my deck and 
listen to them. Or grab the 
spotting scope and see them.”

Even last year, Bry-
ant said he lost a calf that 
he believes was taken by 
wolves, though that can-
not be confirmed because a 
carcass was never found.

“A wolf can go take a 
calf, kill it and drag it to 
their den,” he said. “We 
even keep our dogs locked 
up at night because other-
wise we’d have trouble.”

Sandru said issues with 
predators, and especially 
wolves, are often cyclical.

“This could be a wolf 
year,” he said. “It seems to 
run in cycles, and last fall 
we were seeing way more 
wolf signs (in the Grav-
elly Mountain Range).”

“I see wolves as regularly 
as mule deer – not as many, 

but as regularly … In the 
evening, you can sit on my 

deck and listen to them. 
Or grab the spotting scope 

and see them” 
– Chuck Bryant, Madison 

County rancher

chief may say they just need a 
helicopter for a few days or you 
may need us to take over.”

The equipment agreement 
between the state and the county 
means there is state fire fighting 
equipment scattered throughout 
the county that local fire depart-
ments can use if a fire starts in an 
area where they are responsible. 

“When the local fire de-
partment is the direct as-
sist, they can use the state 
equipment,” Copple said. 

Direct assist is the term used 
for whatever entity is in charge 
of responding to a fire, depend-
ing on location in the county. 
Each of the county fire depart-

ments has a direct assist area. 
The Forest Service and the state 
also have direct assist zones. 

Countywide meeting
Schulz asked Copple if he 

meets with Madison County 
Sheriff Roger Thompson, 
director of emergency man-
agement Chris Mumme 
and all the fire chiefs.

“We are working on get-
ting together for a meet-
ing,” Copple said. “We have 
a good working relationship 
with Madison County.”

Mumme agreed with 
Copple’s statement, and added 
that the relationship is im-
portant for the county.

“I would like to 

keep it,” he said. 
Forest Service fire man-

agement officer Jon Agner 
was also at the meeting, and 
pointed out the importance 
of interagency cooperation.

“We have 750,000 acres 
of national forest to cover and 
only 15 folks out of Ennis,” 
Agner said. “In addition, we 
do direct assist on some state 
and private land. That’s not 
enough people. Interagency 
cooperation is very important. 
The county takes care of us and 
we take care of the county.”

In the potential circum-
stance of a large forest fire in 
Madison County this year, 
Agner said he wants the manage-
ment discussion to involve the 

county and the commissioners. 
“We want to invite you 

guys to the table,” he said. 
“You should be part of the 
management discussion.”

Schulz agreed, saying the 
cooperative agreement extends 
beyond the Forest Service, the 
state and the fire departments.

“Our county road equip-
ment is on standby too,” he 
said. “It was great to see you 
today, but I hope we don’t have 
to see you until next year.”

Copple agreed, saying he 
would try to meet with the 
commissioners annually for a 
“refresher,” but he hoped they 
would not have to see each 
other because of a fire inci-
dent in the county this year.

PREDATORS from pg. 1

COUNTY from pg. 1

guished a little after 8 p.m.
“The (Department of Natural 

Resources and Conservation) 
and the (Forest Service) also 
responded to assist,” Thomp-
son told The Madisonian.

According to director 
of emergency management 
Chris Mumme, the Forest 
Service took over operations 
after the fire was contained 
and stayed on scene during the 
night to watch for flare ups. 

Carlson said people rec-
reating in the area need to 
use extreme caution and 
be aware of fire safety.

“Normally, we would never 
have a fire there this time of the 
year,” he said. “There’s usu-

ally snow on it. The trees are 
so dry they went right up.”

Thompson said no charges 
will be pressed from Madison 
County Sheriff’s Office because 
the fire was accidental in nature.

FIRE from pg. 1

be a concern for water us-
ers, especially in the Ruby.”

Snowmelt already
A pattern of long periods 

of warm, dry weather and 
around one “weather event” per 
month has propelled Madison 
County into early snowmelt.

“Generally, we expect this 

to happen toward the middle 
or end of April so we are 
ahead of schedule,” Zukie-
wicz said. “Warm tempera-
tures have really melted the 
lower elevation snow cover 
… that’s transitioned to the 
middle elevations too.”

Zukiewicz pointed out that 
both the Madison River and 
the Ruby River are controlled 

by dams, so what is already 
caught in the corresponding 
reservoirs – Hebgen for the 
Madison and Ruby Reservoir 
for the Ruby – should supple-
ment later summer f lows.

“It’s not impossible for us to 
make improvements,” he said. 
“But river f lows have come up 
already from lower elevation 
snowmelt, so it won’t be com-

ing out in our typical pattern.”

Editor’s note: Information 
about how the precipitation in 
the area early this week im-
pacted the area was not avail-
able by The Madisonian’s press 
time. Check back next week 
to learn what April snow and 
rain means to the snowpack.

SNOWPACK from pg. 1
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DISTRICT COURT ROUND UP
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The 2014-15 forensics 
season was an exciting one for 
the Mustangs. At the end of 
January, Ennis was the first 
class C school to host the state 
meet and, just a few weeks 
ago, coach Marilyn Jenkins 
was named class C coach of 
the year for speech and debate. 

“At our divisional meet-
ing, we nominate coaches,” 
Jenkins explained. “Those 
are narrowed down and then 
eventually go into the state 
pool. Each coach gets one vote 
and each class gets a coach of 
the year for speech and debate 
and another for drama.”

This is not the first 
time Jenkins won the 
award, but this time around 
she did not expect it.

“I earned the award back in 
2012 because the second year 
we had a (forensics) program 
in Ennis we put on a meet,” she 
said. “I expected it that year 

because they tend to award it 
to new coaches who take on a 
lot of responsibility … put-
ting on a meet takes a lot.”

This year, however, the 
award was a surprise.

“I knew I’d been nomi-
nated but I didn’t pay any 
attention to it,” she said. 

Ennis athletic director 
Paul Bills said Jenkins “abso-
lutely” deserves the award.

“She puts in incred-
ible amounts of time and 
effort,” Bills said.

The role of speech and 
debate coach requires a huge 
time commitment. The pro-
gram starts in October and 
goes all the way through Janu-
ary. During those four months, 
Jenkins helps the students 
select their pieces, edit original 
work and helps the students 
get to a place where they are 
comfortable competing.

“It’s a four-month jour-
ney for these students,” she 
said. “In a smaller school 
like ours, students sign up for 
two half-hour sessions per 

week with the coach. Most 
of the kids are crossovers, 
they are also in volleyball, 
music, football, basketball.”

Jenkins starts seeing 
students at 7 a.m. during 
the week and also schedules 
session for after school and 
later in the evening to ac-
commodate sports practice. 

“We scatter them where 
we can fit them,” she said. 
“It’s a juggling process.”

Hosting state
Ennis ended up host-

ing the state meet at the end 
of January because none of 
the other schools wanted 
to do it, Jenkins said.

“I called (Bills) and he 
said, ‘if you’re willing to 
do it, we’ll do it’,” Jenkins 
said. “We put in a bid and 
we were selected. We were 
the first class C school to 
ever put on a state meet.”

Organizing the event was a 
huge undertaking, but Jenkins 
said it was worth it because 
the tournament ran smoothly 

and the approximately 320 
competitors had a good time.

“At the annual spring 
meeting in March, 10 – 15 
schools from across the state 
asked us to please put in to 
host the meet again,” she 
said. “Several people even 
said they were coming back 
to visit Ennis this summer 
… they loved the town, they 
loved the people in the town.”

Bills and Jenkins made 
the decision to put in a bid 
to host the meet again next 
year and the school will 
find out mid-April if En-
nis will be selected again.

“The biggest reason we try 
to host these events here … 
is for the community,” Bills 
said. “There is nothing go-
ing on in Ennis at the end of 
January and it’s a huge boon 
to the restaurant business, the 
hotels and stores. We pack this 
place. That’s the biggest reason 
we try to put these things on. 
None of us get paid for it and 
we don’t have to do it. We 
do it for the community.”

Jenkins named class C state speech and debate coach of the year
COACH OF THE YEAR
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Wubben sentenced
At the Madison County 

Courthouse on April 6, A 

22-year-old Belgrade man 
appeared before Judge Loren 
Tucker and entered two guilty 
pleas – one to the amended 
charge of obstructing a peace 
officer or public servant and 
one charge of taking or pos-

sessing non-game wildlife.
The charges against Garret J. 

Wubben stem from an October 
2014 incident. The state alleges 
Wubben shot a wolf without a 
valid wolf license, and “con-
cealed or removed a wolf hide 

and skull with the purpose to 
impair its verity or availability 
in the proceeding investigation,” 
according to a filed information.

Before sentencing, Wub-
ben said he wanted to apolo-
gize for “making a mistake.”

“I don’t want to be 
here again, that’s for 
sure,” Wubben said.

Judge Tucker gave Wubben a 
deferred six-month sentence and 
a fine of $250 for the first count. 
For the second count, Wubben 

was given a suspended fine of 
$250 and ordered to pay restitu-
tion in the amount of $1,000. 
Wubben was also ordered to for-
feit the privilege to hunt, fish and 
trap in Montana for one year.

By Representative Ray Shaw
House District 71

Hope everyone had 
a happy Easter.

This past week on Tues-
day, the Youth Challenge kids 
came from Dillon to join us for 
the day. They got a tour of the 
Capitol, then joined us for pizza 
in the old Supreme Court room. 
They were guests of Senator 
Debby Barrett, Representative 
Jeff Welborn and myself. Youth 
Challenge is a fantastic program.

Then on Wednesday, World 

War II Veterans were honored 
in the Capitol Rotunda. It was 
a great honor to attend. Two 
gentleman from Twin Bridges 
attended, Al Fox and Dick Mar-
shall. It was great to have them 
come up and be honored for their 
service. Without their service, 
our country would certainly 
be different than it is today.

One bill I would like to talk 
about is the Disclose Act, or 
campaign finance reform. There 
are lot of people saying it takes 
away political speech. Everyone 
is for free speech, but there are 

those that say it takes away that 
right, nothing could be further 
from the truth. Wouldn’t it be fair 
to everyone to know who is or not 
supporting candidates? This bill 
still gives them the right to say 
what they want, but we’ll know 
who they are. If people supporting 
me have to disclose their name, 
address and occupation, why 
shouldn’t these groups have to do 
the same? Millions of dollars are 
being spent in Montana to control 
your constitutional right to a free 
and open election. What is wrong 
with truth and transparency?

We have been trying to get a 
loan from the state, until the office 
of veterans affairs comes through, 
for a veterans home in Butte. A 
couple of years ago the state put 
up $5 million and the VA was 
to come up with the rest. Repre-
sentative Ryan Lynch, Welborn 
and myself have been working 
toward that goal. A blast motion 
to get the bill to the house floor 
failed, some veterans didn’t vote 
for it in retaliation for the Disclose 
Act passed out of the house. The 
loan would be for $10 million, 
which would come out of the coal 

trust fund. Everything is ready to 
go. Our aging veterans deserve 
better. We have been assured 
the VA is working on the issue.

We passed the sage grouse 
plan out of the house last week. 
Another bill is to extend the 
hunting season in areas that are 
over populated. This is a good 
bill. We need to lower numbers, 
which will let people be hunt-
ers, plus it will disperse some 
of these elk and possibly help 
with our brucellosis issue.

Feel free to contact 
me any time.

What is wrong with truth and transparency?

Rep. Ray Shaw

Submitted by Michael Wright
Community News Service
University of Montana 

School of Journalism

When it comes to water at 
the 64th Montana Legislature, 
there tends to be one bill on ev-
erybody’s mind – the Flathead 
Water Compact – but that is not 
the only water issue that people 
are fighting over at the Capitol.

More than 40 water bills 
were introduced at the Montana 
Legislature this session, includ-
ing bills aimed at mining op-
erations, revising public notice 
requirements and exempt wells.

Some have moved through 
the process easily, like Libby 
Republican Sen. Chas Vin-
cent’s Senate Bill 97, which 
aims to make it easier for 
the Department of Environ-
mental Quality to reclas-
sify waterways that may have 
been misclassified before.

The classification is based 
on what the stream’s most 
beneficial uses are – such 
as agriculture or recreation. 
For towns across Montana, 
the classification affects 
how much they dump into a 
stream from their own waste-
water treatment plants.

Vincent said some stream 
classifications are more than 
a half-century old and may be 
wrong, but it was incredibly 
expensive for the department 
to revisit those under the old 
law. To reclassify a stream, 
they had to use expensive 

modeling systems to compare 
the current water quality to 
what it might have been when 
it was classified – possibly 
going as far back as the 1950s.

“We’re getting to the point 
where to move the dial even 
a little bit it costs tens of mil-
lions of dollars,” Vincent said.

The department, along 
with mining organizations and 
the Montana League of Cities 
and Towns supported the bill. 
The Montana Environmental 
Information Center opposed 
the bill, asking for a clearer 
definition of “most beneficial 
use” to ensure existing uses 
are not harmed in the process.

It passed both Houses 
handily, and the gover-
nor signed it last month.

Vincent also has Senate 
Bill 57, which funds the water 
right adjudication process to 
verify existing water rights.

The Department of Natu-
ral Resources and Conserva-
tion has examined thousands 
of water claims in the state 
to ensure their validity, and 
this bill funds the re-exami-
nation of 90,000 water claims 
by 2023 and the finaliza-
tion of a decree by 2028. 

These claims are all from 
before 1973, and are spread 
across the state. The final 
decree will line out what 
water rights are valid.

Tim Davis, DNRC’s water 
resources administrator, 
said the department needed 
to verify water rights that 

existed before the current 
state constitution, and that 
this process is key to that.

The bill had no opposition, 
and sits waiting in the House 
Appropriations committee.

Those bills do not rile 
people up the way other 
water issues do – like ex-
empt wells, for example.

An exempt well is a water 
well that does not need a 
permit. It can only produce 35 
gallons of water a minute and 
10 acre feet of water a year. 
There are more than 100,000 
exempt wells in Montana.

The conflict comes when 
one water user has multiple 
exempt wells drawing from 
the same aquifer in a small 
area, like when a subdivi-
sion is built and a number 
of wells are drilled to sup-
ply all of the houses.

Mark Aagenes, of Trout 
Unlimited, said the prolifera-
tion of subdivisions in some 
popular valleys – like the 
Bitterroot, Gallatin and Helena 
valleys – has had an effect on 
the water available for fish 
populations, especially in key 
tributaries for spawning.

“We’re seeing higher 
temperatures on our rivers, 
we’re seeing lower f lows on 
our rivers,” Aagenes said.   

While conservationists 
worry the subdivisions will 
drain tributaries crucial for fish 
populations, water right holders 
worry they will not be able to 
protect their water rights if the 

subdivision drains the aquifer. 
Jay Bodner, of the Montana 

Stockgrowers Association, 
said his group is made up of 
people who have senior water 
rights, meaning they must 
get all of the water they need 
before the next right holder 
gets theirs. Water rights give 
someone ownership over a 
certain amount of water, and 
the older rights have prior-
ity over younger ones. 

But this does not apply to 
exempt wells – so if a senior 
right holder needs more water 
to satisfy their claim, it will not 
come from the subdivision next 
door, no matter who came first. 

DNRC rules require permits 
for a “combined appropriation,” 
which DNRC defined in 1993 
as two exempt wells physically 
connected, like with a piping 
system. So, in a subdivision, 
each house could have its own 
exempt well – no matter how 
small the parcel – as long as 
none of them were connected.

Before 1993, that was 
not the case. Without a 
permit, there could not be 
multiple exempt wells draw-
ing water from the same 
aquifer in a development.

In October 2014, a district 
judge in Lewis and Clark 
County struck down the 
1993 rule, reverting back to 
a 1987 rule requiring per-
mits for more than one well 
in the same development.

Rep. Carl Glimm, R-Kila, 
a builder, said the ruling “very 

significantly reduced what 
we can do as far as develop-
ment.” He added that exempt 
wells are crucial for devel-
opers, since water rights 
are scarce in Montana.

“To go through and 
get a normal water right 
permit is nearly impos-
sible,” Glimm said.

He brought House Bill 519, 
which would limit the number 
of exempt wells in a certain 
area. His bill would allow one 
7.5 acre foot well per 20 acres 
of land, and would increase 
the allowable well size slightly 
for every acre over that. 

Houses only need about .21 
acre feet of water per year, so a 
7.5 acre foot exempt well could 
support a number of homes 
without requiring a permit. 

Glimm said the bill 
would allow subdivisions to 
be smaller and more dense 
and prevent urban sprawl.

He said he had brought all 
sides to the table and thought 
they had found a good com-
promise, but that was not 
quite the case. The bill cleared 
the House, and went to the 
Senate Natural Resources 
committee – chaired by Sen. 
Chas Vincent – last week.

“By the time it landed in 
my committee it was not a 
consensus bill,” Vincent said.

Homebuilders and real 
estate agents supported the 
bill, saying it was a good 
compromise and that it helps 
them maintain profitability.

But, conservationists and 
ag groups remained un-
satisfied, and said the bill 
was not a compromise.

“It was their attempt, but 
it still gave them everything 
they wanted,” Aagenes said. 

Aagenes wanted to see even 
more space between exempt 
wells and added that bill made 
household water uses a higher 
priority than other water uses, 
disrupting the idea of giving 
older rights higher priority.

Bodner said it did not do 
enough to protect the water 
rights of ranchers, and did 
not scale down for smaller 
lots. If someone had a 10 
acre piece of land, for ex-
ample, they can drill the same 
size exempt well that they 
could if they had 20 acres. 

The bill will likely need 
more amendments to get out of 
the committee. But, the dead-
line for bills to be amended and 
returned to their original house 
is April 11, so the turnaround 
would have to be quick. 

Vincent said the bill is 
likely to die in committee. 
That will leave the 1987 rule in 
place, which requires permits 
for multiple exempt wells 
in the same development.

- Michael Wright is a re-
porter for the Community News 
Service at the University of 
Montana School of Journalism. 
He can be reached at michael.
wright@umontana.edu.  Follow 
him on Twitter @mj_wright1.

Tricky water issues rise to the surface of lawmakers’ agenda
legislative feature

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
Ennis forensics coach Marilyn Jenkins successfully organized and execut-
ed the state tournament with the help of school administration and athletic 
director Paul Bills.
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Dear Editor,

In response to the recent 
article portraying the proposed 
bicycle trail on the Revenue 
Flats as a great opportunity for 
Madison County, let’s get real.

The most significant impact 
this will have on Madison Coun-
ty is the dramatic increase in 
taxes. The existing county road 
is too narrow to safely allow for 
the amount of traffic that will 
exist if this proposal is passed 
and a new road, costing mil-
lions, will need to be construct-
ed. Additional law enforcement 
will be required to police this 

area. This trail system will 
invite all types of people from 
all types of places to explore 
and recreate near our homes, 
land and livelihood. Madison 
County residents should feel 
safe and not threatened to carry 
on our existing ways of life. It 
is not our responsibility to pay 
for a bicycle trail to accom-
modate a small interest group 
from a neighboring county.

A 19-mile trail system that 
encompasses this large area will 
increase fire danger, the spread 
of noxious weeds and also be a 
threat to the wildlife corridor 
that exists through the revenue.  

If bicyclists and dogs have free 
rein, nothing else will be able to 
thrive including the cattle that 
summer there and the big game 
that resides there year-round. 
For those residents who bought 
tracts of land in the Shining 
Mountains and adjoining subdi-
visions, your serenity and seclu-
sion will be a thing of the past.  

Not everyone in Madison 
County ranches, but my fam-
ily does. We have leased the 
same tracts of BLM land since 
1938 to adjoin our private land. 
This ground is a critical part 
of our cattle operation. If ap-
proved, our private ground will 

be separated by this trail and 
destroy our summer pasture.  

I believe that encouraging 
a dramatic increase in traffic 
to the revenue is a terrible idea 
that will prove detrimental to 
many. It will affect agriculture, 
hunting and wildlife. So the 
question is: do we, as Madi-
son County residents, want to 
foot the bill for Bozeman to 
recreate in our backyards?

Jerry Bausch
Norris

Proposed trail on Revenue Flats not a good opportunity

Dear Editor,

Reports from our legislative 
representatives tell us of their 
thinking. Senator Debby Bar-
rett’s editorials tell us that she 
opposes Medicaid Expansion – 
House Biill 405, the CSKT water 
compact – Senate Bill 262, cam-
paign finance reform/the dark 
money bill – Senate Bill 289, the 
Governor’s practical state-wide 
infrastructure bill – House Bill 
5 and several bills that would 
stifle the critical legal work of the 
commissioner of political practic-
es. These are all good legislation 
that would benefit Montanans. 

Her voting record shows that she 
opposes revision of laws related 
to oil and gas industry relation 
to water quality testing, allowing 
civil couples to file joint income 
taxes and revisions of revenue 
estimates, to name only a few. 
Her voting record shows that 
she supports limiting traditional 
agencies rules, transferring of 
public lands and others that are 
not conducive to our govern-
ment well being. Look them up. 
It is interesting to note that as a 
rancher, she would object to our 
state wisely paying for infra-
structure through bonds, as most 
every business, school district, 

farmers and you and I must do 
if we want to purchase major 
items. She states she opposes the 
traditional plan of keeping a rea-
sonable ending fund balance in 
the general fund while accusing 
the Governor of playing political 
football for asking for the bal-
ance – as her rhetoric seems to 
be doing. She apparently stands 
with the ultra-conservative GOP 
caucus who has also opposed 
HB5, the Butte veterans home, 
the water compact and Med-
icaid expansion. Republicans 
obviously do not want ordinary 
Montanans to have affordable 
health care, even as they take and 

use federal and state dollars for 
their own health care insurance, 
or as some who are agricultural 
people gladly accept millions 
of dollars in federal subsidies. 

It is good to know that a 
group of moderate republicans 
are now working with demo-
crats to pass beneficial bills, 
notwithstanding the radical 
stonewalling of the right wing of 
their party. Please contact these 
senators and representatives and 
ask them to work in a bipartisan 
way for all Montana citizens.

Pat Bradley
Twin Bridges

Good to know a group of moderate republicans 
are working in government

Dear Editor,

Perhaps the next republi-
can scandal brought forth by 
LaVon Brillhart will be that 
Senator Ted Cruz cannot run for 
president because he was born 
in Canada. It seems that Brill-
hart’s research needs honing.

If that letter to Iran signed 
by all those senators (all re-
publicans) is a violation of the 
Logan Act, one takes notice of 

past senatorial visits to leaders 
all over the world. In almost 
every congressional break, 
our elected officials fly off to 
foreign lands in what is called 
congressional junkets. The 
congress people say that they 
are negotiating trade pacts, etc. 

Then we have that goofy 
ex-NBA star, Rodman. What 
about his trip to hold hands 
with the North Korean des-
pot, or when former speaker 

of the house, her highness 
Nancy Pelosi sat in confer-
ence with the dictator of Syria? 
We could go back many years 
when citizens sat with foreign 
leaders. Either the Logan Law 
does not have any backbone, or 
maybe, like a lot of laws passed 
by what we call a congress, it 
should not have been passed.

As far as punishing con-
gress people for doing wrong, 
that lack seems to apply to 

anyone in this federal employ-
ment or elected position. 

As for no respect for the U.S. 
constitution, I suggest Brillihart 
do a little research into that 
man in the White House versus 
the constitution. He may find 
that the office of the president 
of the United States does not 
allow the wearing of a crown.

Bill Hanley
Twin Bridges

Daines smear uncalled for

legislative round up
Submitted by Michael Wright
Community News Service
University of Montana 

School of Journalism

Senate injects money 
into budget bill

A Montana Senate panel 
put about $50 million into 
the state budget bill last 
week, after Democratic Gov. 
Steve Bullock said the budget 
crafted by House Republi-
cans was unacceptable.

The panel added about 
$25 million in amendments 
to House Bill 2, the $4 bil-
lion state general fund budget 
for the next two years. The 
amendments injected some of 
the money the governor asked 
for in his budget proposal.

The committee also added 
another $25 million in what 
is known as a supplemental 
appropriation, which covers 
some debts for the remain-
der of this fiscal year. That 
money would have been 
included in another bill, 
House Bill 3, but the House 
killed that bill last month.

After that bill was killed, 
furlough notices were sent 
out to some state employees 
and schools were told they 
would have budget shortfalls.

Dan Villa, the governor’s 
budget director, said the 
governor and Senate members 
made a deal on the budget 
to include the supplemen-
tal appropriations, and that 
some of the state agencies 
that faced a shortfall could 
“breathe a sigh of relief.”

House Bill 2 moves on 
to the full Senate next.

House votes down bill 
to allow concealed 
carry on campus

A proposal that would 
have allowed people to 
carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses went 
down on a narrow vote in 

the House last week.
Senate Bill 143, sponsored 

by Sen. Cary Smith, R-Bill-
ings, failed 51-49. It would 
have nullified existing rules set 
by the Board of Regents gov-
erning where students can have 
firearms on a college campus.

Rep. Seth Berglee, R-Joliet, 
carried the bill in the House, 
and he said the university 
system has denied students 
their constitutional rights by 
barring concealed weapons on 
campus. He added that because 
people would still be required 
to get a permit, mostly re-
sponsible people would be 
carrying guns on campus.

“The type of people who 
generally get concealed 
carry permits are extremely 
responsible,” Berglee said.

House Speaker Austin 
Knudsen, R-Culbertson, said 
he was a law student at the 
University of Montana during 
the Virginia Tech shooting that 
killed more than 30 people, and 
that because of “an arbitrary 
line in the soil” he was not al-
lowed to carry a gun to school.

“I was denied my right to 
defend myself,” Knudsen said.

He listed off a number of 
shootings at college campuses, 
and said they all happened 
in places where people were 
not allowed to carry guns, 
and that it gave shooters ac-
cess to “unarmed victims.”

“That is unaccept-
able to me,” he said.

Opponents of the mea-
sure said college students 
are not in a good posi-
tion to be carrying guns.

Rep. Tom Woods, D-
Bozeman, who has worked 
as an adjunct instructor at 
Montana State University, 
said college students could 
be dealing with mental health 
issues, experimenting with 
drugs or alcohol for the first 
time and might make poor 
decisions if guns are around.

“Some are responsible, 
some not so much,” Woods 
said. “All of them are in a 
high pressure environment.”

Rep. Nate McConnell, 
D-Missoula, said the Board 
of Regents has the power to 
make those rules because of 
the state constitution, and that 
they should keep that power.

“We don’t tell the Board 
of Regents what rules to 
set,” McConnell said.

The bill passed the Sen-
ate on a tight vote last month. 
Similar bills have failed in 
previous sessions, includ-
ing on a veto in 2013.

Infrastructure bill 
clears Senate

The Senate passed a bill to 
fund building projects in Mon-
tana, including a crime lab and 
updates to university buildings.

Senate Bill 416, carried 
by Sen. John Brenden, R-
Scobey, would use $50 million 
in cash and $50 million in 
bonds for a number of build-
ing projects around the state.

This bill passed the Sen-
ate as the House advanced its 
own Republican-sponsored 
infrastructure package of 
bills – House Bills 6, 7, 8 and 
11. Three passed the House 
on near party line votes, 
but House Bill 8 remains in 
limbo because it needs the 
support of 3/4s of each house.

Those bills are a response 
to Bullock’s House Bill 5, a 
$400 million infrastructure 
bill funded with a combina-
tion of cash and bonding that is 
tabled. House Republicans said 
the governor’s bill was too big, 
and decided to put some of the 
projects into separate bills and 
cut out most of the bonding.

Brenden said his bill is a 
compromise between the two 
parties. He said Republicans 
want to pay for projects in 
cash and Democrats want to 
borrow money, and his bill 

combines those two ideas to 
bankroll the important build-
ing needs across the state.

“It was apparent that 
perhaps cash and bonding 
were never going to get done 
on their own,” Brenden said. 
“To get something done for 
infrastructure we’re going 
to have to compromise.”

The bill funds an Eastern 
Montana crime lab, as well 
as building updates at Mon-
tana State University and 
the University of Montana.

To pass, it needs the sup-
port of 2/3 of each house. 
It got the votes it needed 
in the Senate, and now 
moves on to the House.

- Michael Wright is a 
reporter for the Community 
News Service at the Uni-
versity of Montana School 
of Journalism. He can be 
reached at michael.wright@
umontana.edu.  Follow him 
on Twitter @mj_wright1.
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101 Mill St., Sheridan MT

By Shirley Robinett

   
Kevin Allen, project manager for Helena Sand and Gravel, is keeping 

us updated so we can share the news with you guys here.

WORK COMPLETED MARCH 30 TO APRIL 3

• Finished the major portions of the excavation
• Finished storm drain from Hamilton Street to Poppelton
• Almost finished the remaining storm drain from Poppelton to Crofoot
• Reset fire hydrants
• Removed sidewalk

SCHEDULED WORK APRIL 6 TO APRIL 10

• Shoulder widening crushed aggregate placement south of Sheridan
• Finish storm drain strain, should be complete Wednesday
• Finish subgrade
• Work on sidewalk grade
• Remove the rest of the sidewalk
• Start hauling and placing crushed aggregrate
• Start with the electrical work for the new lights

Submitted by Ron Aasheim
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

Montana’s verified wolf 
population declined by 73, 12 
percent, last year while live-
stock depredations by wolves 
continued to decline, dropping 
about 46 percent from 2013.  

 The minimum number of 
wolves counted by FWP at the 
end of 2014 was 554 compared 
to a minimum of 627 wolves 
counted at the end of 2013 ac-
cording to Montana Fish Wild-
life and Park’s annual wolf 
conservation and management 
report released earlier this 
week. Montana’s minimum 
wolf packs were counted at 
134, compared to 152 last 
year, while breeding pairs in-
creased to 33 from 28 counted 
last year. The minimum wolf 
count is the number of wolves 
actually verified by FWP wolf 
specialists. The actual number 
of wolves is estimated to be 27 

percent to 37 percent higher 
than the minimum count. 
FWP’s complete report is 
available online at fwp.mt.gov. 

Overall, FWP director 
Jeff Hagener said Montana’s 
wolf population continues 
to be very healthy and far 
above federal recovery goals. 

“Among the best news is 
that confirmed wolf depre-
dations on livestock again 
took a significant drop in 
2014,” said Hagener. 

Confirmed livestock 
depredations due to wolves in-
cluded 35 cattle, six sheep and 
one horse in 2014, down 46 
percent from 2013 loses of 50 
cattle, 24 sheep, three horses 
and one goat. Cattle losses in 
2014 were the lowest recorded 
in the past eight years.

The decline in wolf 
depredations continues a 
general downward trend 
that began in 2009.

“For FWP, and we hope 

for others, it reinforces the 
fact that we not only have 
more tools for managing wolf 
populations, but that we’re 
applying them effectively,” 
Hagener said. “One of our 
top priorities is to minimize 
livestock losses and we think 
we’re continuing to make 
a positive impact there.”

The continuing decrease 
in livestock depredations over 
the past four years may be a 
result of several factors in-
cluding targeted wolf depreda-
tion responses in cooperation 
with USDA Wildlife Services 
and the effects of wolf harvest 
by hunters and trappers.

Two hundred and thir-
teen wolves were taken by 
hunters and trappers in the 
2014 calendar portion of the 
2014-15 hunting/trapping 
season compared to 231 taken 
in the 2013 calendar por-
tion of the 2013-14 season. 

The total number of known 

wolf mortalities during 2014 
was 308, down from 335 in 
2013, with 301 of these mor-
talities being human-related, 
including 213 legal harvests, 
57 control actions to further 
reduce livestock depreda-
tions (down from 75 in 2013), 
11 vehicle strikes, 10 illegal 
killings, six killed under 
the newly-enacted Montana 
State Senate Bill 200, two 
capture related mortalities, 
one euthanized due to poor 
health and one legal tribal 
harvest. In addition, one wolf 
died of natural causes and 
six of unknown causes.

“Montana’s wolf man-
agement program seeks to 
manage wolves just like we 
do other wildlife – in bal-
ance with their habitat, 
with other wildlife species 
and with the people who 
live here,” Hagener said. 

For the purpose of report-
ing minimum counts to the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, Montana is divided into 
three areas that ref lect the 
former gray wolf federal re-
covery zones. The three zones 
cover the entire state and in-
clude more than one FWP re-
gion. Following is a summary 
of the 2014 minimum counts 
verified for those areas:

• In the Northwest Mon-
tana area counts showed a 
minimum of 338 wolves in 91 
verified packs and 17 breeding 
pairs, compared to 412, 104 
and 16, respectively, in 2013. 

• In the Montana portion 
of the Central Idaho area 
counts verified a minimum 
of 94 wolves in 20 packs with 
six breeding pairs, compared 
to the 2013 counts of 123, 
26 and seven respectively. 

• The Montana portion 
of the Greater Yellowstone 
counts include a minimum 
of 122 wolves in 23 packs 
and 11 breeding pairs, com-

pared to 92, 22 and five, 
respectively in 2013. 

The recovery of the wolf in 
the northern Rockies remains 
one of the fastest endan-
gered species comebacks on 
record. In the mid 1990s, to 
hasten the overall pace of 
wolf recovery in the North-
ern Rockies, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service released 
66 wolves into Yellowstone 
National Park and central 
Idaho. FWP began monitor-
ing the wolf population and 
managing livestock conf licts 
in 2004. After several court 
challenges wolves were suc-
cessfully delisted in 2011.

The delisting of wolves in 
2011 allows Montana to man-
age wolves in a manner simi-
lar to how bears, mountain li-
ons and other wildlife species 
are managed, which is guided 
by state management plans, 
administrative rules, and laws.

FWP releases minimum wolf count for 2014

Submitted by Emily McParland
Sheridan Schools

Sheridan Schools is very 
pleased to announce the 
students of the month for 
March. Students are chosen 
by faculty and staff mem-
bers based on the following 
criteria: citizenship, leader-
ship and academic attitude. 

Kindergarten: Bella Cash-Rich

First-grade: Jaxon VerHow
Second-grade: Nevaeh Clark
Third-grade: Cade Cathey
Fourth-grade: Katie Gronning
Fifth-grade: Riky Puckett
Sixth-grade: Eliza-
beth Hamilton
Seventh-grade: Jason Chisholm               
Eighth-grade: Ty Haag
Ninth-grade: Zane Bowey
10th-grade: Tristen Horn
11th-grade: Carolina Burkhart
12th-grade: Sam Wood

Sheridan students 
of the month

Submitted by Doreen Young
Harrison Schools

HIGH SCHOOL
A honor roll
Chas Buus
Lane Buus
Doug Christensen
Britt Cooper
Derik DeFrance
Taya DeFrance
Josie Hokanson
Alecia Panagakis
Megan Skillman
Zane VonBergen
B honor roll
Alexys Bacon
Casey Collins
Jed Fike
Hailey Hokanson

Zach Jackson
Makenna Livezey
Jakob Nye
Jarrod Nye
Brett Petersen
Jon Strong
Samantha Talley

JUNIOR HIGH
A honor roll
Angela Cain
Edwin Elpel
Layne Homner
Vern Homner
Stephanie Strong
Cora Taylor
B honor roll
Violet Anderson
Jack Chater
Kayley Christensen

Harrison third quarter 
honor roll 

Submitted by Gail Banks
On March 27, 2015, Kjersten Sandru was given a check for $270 from the Twin Bridges Women for Veterans Auxiliary. Sandru was chosen as this year’s 
sponsored delegate for the American Legion Girls State, which will be held at Carroll College in Helena. Delegates learn how to participate in the 
functioning of state government in preparation for their future roles as responsible adult citizens. 

Sandru named Girls State delegate
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REAL ESTATE CORNER
Dive into the area’s 
real estate options!

Dawn Myrvik, Broker
PureWest – Christie’s In-
ternational Real Estate

 Many things happen 
between deciding to sell 
your house and the day 
that you sit down at the 
closing table. Having a 
plan and being committed 
to the process will make 
sure this time is as smooth 
and simple as possible. 

Here are a few ideas that 
can help as you get started:

1. Get a price opinion 
and an accurate report on 
current market conditions 
in your area. Price points 
and market activity can vary 
widely from neighborhood 
to neighborhood, even in our 
Madison and Ruby valleys. 
A Realtor can provide you 
with a value and a marketing 
strategy that will help you 
sell your property for the best 
price in the current market. 

2. Staging your home 
is not a fad. It is difficult to 
look at your home from a 
buyer’s eyes, but it is criti-
cal. The goal is to sell your 
house and move into another 
home, so take the time now 
to sort and pack up personal 
possessions that you use 
infrequently. What you pack 
now, you won’t have to pack 

later! Picture a model home 
and rearrange furniture to 
create an inviting living 
space. Have a friend or your 
realtor give you feedback 
and be open to their ideas….
they have fresh eyes.

3. Curbside appeal 
will set your property apart. 
Make sure your yard is neat 
and maintained. Check that 
your front door is clean or 
freshly painted and your 
locks work smoothly. Wash 
your windows. A first im-
pression is worth a lot and 
it may make the difference 
between having a showing 
that leads to a sale and a 
buyer passing on your house.

4. Play up unique 
aspects of your home. Do 
you have a fantastic view? 
Make sure the buyer can see 
it! Large shop? Organize 
it and make it accessible.

SO YOU WANT TO SELL 
YOUR HOUSE

Dawn Myrvik
Broker

406.579.1298

Jessie Rice
 Sales Associate

406.581.1001

Chris Murphy 
Sales Associate
406.570.1555

All information contained herein is derived from sources deemed 
reliable, however, is not guaranteed by PureWest, Christie’s Inter-

national Real Estate, Managing Broker, Agents or Sellers. 

Rising Sun River Estates
Beautiful log home with guest house, 
barn for horses/boats, 100 yds from 
Madison River, & borders public land.
Listed at $1,375,000  •  MLS# 196240 

FOR SALE

ERA Landmark
ARROW REAL ESTATE

406-682-4290
ERALandmark.com

Offices in Bozeman, Big Sky, Livingston & Ennis

ERA Landmark
ARROW REAL ESTATE

406-682-4290
arrowreal.com

Offices in Bozeman, Big Sky, Livingston & Ennis

Toni Bowen
ABR, Broker

570-9233
toni@eralandmark.com

Don Bowen
ABR, Broker

581-2991
don@eralandmark.com

Robyn Erlenbush
CRB, Broker Owner

556-5052
robyn@eralandmark.com

ERA Landmark Arrow Real Estate  |  219 East Main Street, Ennis, MT 59729

113 South First Street, 1,740 SF building, used as 
a clinic. Has reception, 3 exam rooms, 2 offices, full 
kitchen, storage & 2 baths. Good parking on 5,000 SF 
lot, just off Main St.  $205,000 (MLS #203321)

CommerCial Building

FIND YOUR HOME IN THE MADISON VALLEY

38 Cottonwood Lane,  High-quality home of  3,000 
SF, 3 BR, 2.5 BA, office, inside/outside FP, party 
deck, 28’x50’ garage/shop, cabin, fenced orchard on 
5 fenced acres. $1,275,000  (MLS # 199572)

Custom log Home in Jeffers

Great views from this elevated lot with trees, rocky 
outcroppings & Indian teepee rings.  Community 
water system and driveway.  Bull Wheel Ranch Lot 28. 
$86,000 (MLS # 196221)

8.59 aCres

25 Diamondback Road, 3,700 SF with 1,400 SF unfinished 
basement, 3 BR, 2 BA, on 5+ fenced acres with great 
views.  Tremendous value. $589,000 (MLS# 203321)

Beautiful Custom Home 

99 Elk Hills Road, Comfortable, 3,634 SF home, 3 
BR/3 BA, FP, family room + 2-car garage, horse stall & 
corrals on 20 acres. $650,000 (MLS #189543)

mountain Home witH Views

Underground utilities, good covenants, great building 
sites with views of Ennis Lake, the valley and 
mountains.  Live in the country but close to town.  
Vista Grande Lot 6.  $245,000 (MLS #204137)

20 aCres near town

406.451.3527  |  101 E. MAIN STREET, ENNIS, MT 59729  | HOLLY.DRISKILL@BHHSMT.COM

An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Don’t forget to come and enjoy the final 
Chautauqua of the season at the Famous Elling 
House Arts & Humanities Center in Virginia City 

on Sat. April 18! The potluck starts at 6:30 – stay 
for entertainment from many talents beginning at 

7:30. Come and join in the FUN FUN FUN!!!

How would you like to pan for your own gold up 
the famous Alder Gulch in historic Virginia City? 
Own a part of history just upstream from where gold was 
first discovered. There are two beautiful mining claims 
for sale. The first one is 17.6 acres and the second is 
9.72 acres. The water and mineral rights transfer on both 
parcels. Call Holly at 406-451-3527 for details. Come 
take a look at these one of a kind properties!!

Holly Driskill, Sales Associate

406.580.6987  |  101 E. MAIN STREET, ENNIS, MT 59729  |  TANYA.MATSON@BHHSMT.COM

Tanya Matson
Sales Associate

An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are 
registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

These properties are the perfect spots to spread out and enjoy all the Madison Valley 
has to offer. When you step onto the property you will fall in love with the miles and 
miles of 360 degree mountain and valley views. A couple minutes east from the 
property you will find a number of public access spots to begin exploring the Madison 
Valley back country. Hiking, horseback riding, camping and mountain lake fishing are 
just a few activities out your back door.

•MLS #204452 LOT 28 LONESOME DOVE RANCH
20.27 ACRES LISTED FOR $37,000

•MLS #204454 LOT 27 LONESOME DOVE RANCH 
20.27 ACRES LISTED FOR $45,000

The Best Priced 20-acre properties 
in the Madison Valley 

Bhhsmt.com 
Ennis: 406.682.5002 | Sheridan: 406.842.5650 

Twin Bridges: 406.684.5686
© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices  

symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Gravelly Trail, Ennis
3 bd, 2 ba, 2,396±sf, breathtaking views, custom built, 
fenced for horses, partially furnished, close to fishing on 
the Madison River

$456,789 • #199081 • 406.682.5002

Hwy. 287, Sheridan
4 bd, 2 ba 2,417±sf, Montana log home, on 6.09±
acres, monster double garage/shop, extra bonus room,
large owner’s suite, beautiful woodwork throughout

$339,000 • #199390 • 406.842.5650

The market is changing 
and so is our name.
Prudential Montana Real Estate is proud to 
become Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Montana Properties. 

Killdeer Court, Ennis
3 bd, 3 ba, 2,236±-sf, Energy Star Rated home, 
sustainable materials, mature landscaping and green 
house, picturesque mountain views

$420,000 • #199923 • 406.682.5002

NEW PRICE

South Main Street, Sheridan
Abundant off street paved parking, very well constructed
(1996) multi-tenant single level office building, 1.37±
acres with additional space for expansion, additional building

$345,000 • #202465 • 406.842.5650

W. Steffens Street, Ennis
2 bd, 1 ba, 1,140± sf, well kept single wide, two 
additions include sun room and back entry, handicap 
accessible, propane stove and open floor plan

$49,900 • #204330 • 406.682.5002

NEW LISTING

S. Third Street, Ennis
4bd, 2ba, 2,842±sf home on two city lots, 2 bd basement 
with kitchenette, fenced backyard, workshop, access to 
Madison River across the street

$239,000 • #197261 • 406.682.5002

PRICE REDUCED
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3 RIVERS Wine Tasting  WITH THE MONDAVIS
• Thursday, July 9 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Jumping Horse Ranch     
  Jack Creek Show Barn
• Join Marc & Janice Mondavi for wine flight tastings & an evening of       
  outstanding wines with hors d’oeuvres
• Marc will explain nuances & style of each wine from the oldest 
  winery in Napa Valley
• Silent Art Auction with work from local artists & artisans 
• Live Art Auction with an original oil painting by Todd Connor
• Music by Jim G. and the Ennis City Ramblers

Limited number of tickets for $75 each! Go online: 
http://trinityepiscopalmt.org to pay securely with credit card or PayPal. 
Or call David at (406) 565-2903 and plan on attending this special event. 

Something 
DIVINE is coming!

Special Event!
On Wed., July 8th, float & fish with 
the Mondavis & expert guides plus 

lunch and wine sipping! -2- Lucky 
people will enjoy this one-of-a kind 

float. Winners will be announced 
June 9th. Bidding starts at $900 per 

ticket. For on-line bidding go to: 
http://trinityepiscopalmt.org 

or for more information 
call David (406) 565-2903. 

m

Trinity Episcopal Church Historical Preservation Project Fund Raiser – 
Project ensures this 112-year old Treasure lives on through the next century

The Real Estate Corner will appear every other week throughout the year.

Where’s Melinda?

406.596.4288  |  MELINDA.MERRILL@BHHSMT.COM

s Melinda

An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Ha-
thaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered 
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Melinda Merrill, Broker

What happened in Vegas will NOT stay in Vegas!  
The new technology being brought back from 
the Berkshire Hathaway Convention is sure to 

please all Sellers.  If you are considering listing 
your property - please - please give us a call to 

see what we can do for you!! 
NEW LISTINGS!!

Own for less than rent - 2 bed- 2 bath mobile home on fully 
fenced lot with SHOP!  

$49,900
20 semi-treed acres near Jack Creek Road  -  

only $139,500
3+ acres bordering ranch lands near Three Forks  -  

$47,500
Possible Financing for commercial space in 

Lone Elk Mall  -  $145,000
Just reduced - 2 homes for the price of one on 4+ acres near 

McAllister.  Historic Barn, fenced pasture, 
landscaped yard and more.  $510,000

 

rikki.dilschneider@gmail.com
101 E. Main Street, 

Ennis, MT 59729
406-581-5155

A 3 bedroom/3bath home in lower 
Ennis. This low maintenance 2,680 sq 
ft home built in 2006 is ready for you 
to move in featuring the master suite 
on main level with sliding doors to back 
deck. Open floor plan, natural light, 
wide staircase to finished basement 
with extra living space. Attached double 
garage, large back deck to enjoy the 
mountain views. Bring your fishing rod 
and walk to the Madison River. Priced 
under $100 per square foot.  
MLS # 203300

A GREAT VALUE!  $254,500

105 RODEO DRIVE, ENNIS

An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are regis-
tered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Submitted by Jody Sandru

Allen Fox and Richard Marshall of Twin Bridges attended the 2015 Military Appreciation Day at the State Capitol 
Rotunda on March 31, 2015. World War II veterans were honored at a special presentation and given a com-
memorative pin recognizing their service and sacrifice. The pin is affectionately labeled the Ruptured Duck.
Fox was one of two WWII veterans who wore his original uniform, pictured (left) with Governor Steve Bullock. 
Senator Debby Barrett and Representative Ray Shaw attended the ceremony to honor these two fine gentlemen. 

Twin Bridges 
veterans at the Capitol

Photo courtesy of Karen Ketchu

From left: Lynne Johnson and Madison Valley Public Library assistant director Sonja Mann enjoy March into 
Reading, an adult reading program that included prizes, book talks and Saturday programs at the MVPL.

March 
into Reading
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Madison Valley Manor is offering 
a 75 hour C.N.A. (Certified Nursing 

Assistant) Class free of charge 
(usual charge is $750).  

This is a great opportunity to start a career in 
the Health Care field.  There is a nationwide 

shortage and Aides are greatly needed.  
Interested? 

Call us for more information at 
406-682-7271.  

Ask for Christine, Darcel, or Travis.   

FREE CNA CLASS

Let us help you get started on a path that 
offers endless opportunities. 

R&M Rentals Inc.
Ron or Martha Noack

4995 US Hwy 287 N. ~ Ennis, MT 59729

Daily & Weekly Rentals
Insurance Rentals

Economy & Midsize cars, SUV’s
Free Local Pickup

Major Credit Cards Accepted
Email: xpressrenta_car@yahoo.com

Reservations Appreciated

406.682.7039
After Hours Call 406.570.8133

Monday-Friday, 9-5pm • Saturday 9-1x pm
(closed for lunch 1-2 pm)

Saturday, April 11th - 4:30 p.m.
Ennis Assembly of God Church

402 Madison Ave.
Meal to follow

Brad 
Bradshaw 
Memorial 

Service

x

Beyond Words.
YOUR future 
     is OUR future.

THE MADISONIAN.      Advertise today.
682-7755

Veterans 
transportation system

Submitted by Thomas Straugh
Local Area Coordinator

All veterans who have VA 
approved medical appointments 
are eligible to have free rides 
through a transportation system 
out of Dillon. If your appoint-
ment is at Fort Harrison you will 
also receive a free lunch. And, 
if you have a caregiver who you 
would like to have there during 
your appointment to help listen 
to the instructions and help you 
follow up with your prescription 
medications and procedures, the 
caregiver is free to come along. 

Veterans from Madison 
County are welcome to use the 
van. We have driven vets to 
Missoula, Anaconda, Butte, 
Bozeman and Billings in the last 
three years in addition to trips 
to Fort Harrison. Please call 

660-1294 to arrange a ride and 
give the system your support. 

Seed swap for the 
Jeffers Community 

Garden

Submitted by Sue Welna
Jeffers Community Garden

Are you ready to plant your 
summer garden? True it is a 
little early for such thoughts, 
but our winter has been a bit 
warmer than past ones and so 
thoughts of our summer gardens 
may be finding their way into 
our heads. The gardeners of 
the Jeffers Community Garden 
invite you to the Madison Val-
ley Library community room 
on April 14 from 5:30 – 7 p.m. 
to come learn about gardening 
at the Jeffers Garden and get 
a head start on gathering your 
seed collections. Our seed swap 

will include not only seeds that 
have been gathered from plants 
of last summer, but also seeds 
that are the result of very exu-
berant seed catalog shopping. 
Come with or without seeds.

Bring poetry to 
life in Ennis

Submitted by The Friends of the 
Madison Valley Public Library

The Friends of the Madison 
Valley Public Library will host 
Humanities Montana Speakers 
Bureau program “WordSongs: 
Bringing Poetry to Life” with 
Dave Caserio and Alex Nau-
man on Saturday, April 11. The 
program will be at the library 
community room at 1 p.m. The 
presentation is free and open to 
the public. Partial funding for 
the Speakers Bureau program is 
provided by a legislative grant 
from Montana’s Cultural Trust.

Poet Dave Caserio and musi-
cian Alex Nauman present a 
dramatic, high-energy, interac-
tive and intimate performance 
of poetry and music designed 
to invigorate and re-kindle the 
passion and interest for poetry. 

Property inspections 
in Madison County

Submitted by Raul Luciani
A & O Management, LLC

Raul Luciani, president of 
A & O Management, LLC., 
an Ennis company providing 
property management services 
to the Madison Valley, has suc-
cessfully completed 40 hours of 
home inspection training and 
passed the certification from 
the American Home Inspec-
tion Training Institute. Ad-
ditionally, Luciani has become 
a member of the American 
Home Inspectors Association. 

Submitted by Andrea Jones
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

With the arrival of spring 
and melting snow, shed hunters 
have taken to the hills in search 
of cherished shed elk antlers. It 
is an annual ritual for many – 
some seeking a fun way to get 
out in the field and others hoping 
to turn found antlers into profit. 
With that said, shed hunting 
can be competitive and may 
cause some to consider break-
ing the rules, or to overlook the 
impact on wildlife or poten-
tial dangers to themselves.  

First, Montana Fish, Wild-
life and Parks would like to 
remind shed hunters (and all 
recreationists) that most region 
three Wildlife Management 
Areas are closed until noon on 
May 15. Each year, a number of 
individuals cannot seem to resist 
the urge to get a jump on the rest 

of the crowd and access WMAs. 
It is important to remember that 
WMAs provide vital, protected 
winter range for deer and elk. 
And this is the time of year these 
animals are the most stressed.

Also, shed hunters should 
stay alert and remember that 
Southwest Montana is bear 
country. It is easy to get so 
focused on searching for sheds 
that keeping an eye (and ear) 
open for bears might be for-
gotten. Shed hunters should 
be especially cautious when 
approaching carcasses and carry 
bear spray in a holster on their 
hip or across their chest. Be 
aware that bears may be looking 
for winter kill in the same area 
you are looking for sheds. Never 
try to haze a bear off a carcass.

More information about bear 
safety can be found here: http://
fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/liv-
ingWithWildlife/beBearAware/. 

Wildlife Management Units are closed
SHED HUNTERS
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YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

GENERAL HEALTH
What services does Madison 
Valley Medical Center offer 

beyond the clinic and ER that may 
allow me to stay close to home?

Madison Valley Medical Center 
can save you time and stress 

by keeping you right here at home. 
For preventative monitoring or pre-
surgery needs, MVMC offers the most 
up-to-date and highest quality x-ray, 
ultrasound, CT, MRI, and bone density scans with results in a 
format transferrable to your provider. Our licensed and highly 
trained laboratory staff are here full time for your convenience; 
have your tests done when YOU want them done. Skilled and 
licensed physical, occupational and speech therapists are also 
available to you for rehabilitation and strengthening.  Combine 
this with our outstanding family practice physicians and 
physicians’ assistants, superb and dedicated nurses and state of 
the art hospital and clinic – why travel? Call to find out more and 
take advantage of these services.

Ask the Expert forum appears the second Thursday of each 
month. If you have questions for these area professionals e-mail 
us at editor@madisoniannews.com.

Local businesses have the information you need to make a variety of 
decisions. Best of all, they are here and available to meet your needs. In our 

“Ask the Experts” section, we went to these local experts for information 
on  topics important to you.

Ask the

Ask the Expert forum appears the second Thursday of each 
month. If you have questions for these area professionals e-mail 
us at editor@madisoniannews.com.

Local businesses have the information you need to make a variety of 
decisions. Best of all, they are here and available to meet your needs. In our 

“Ask the Experts” section, we went to these local experts for information 
on  topics important to you.

Ask theAsk theAskExpert
YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
publi sides is. Horte et? Vocute dit. 
Verions ulicae manteli caperfec-
tora vid dium aridemo hoculis An 
tuidictum intricon se num la is et 
L. C.

Paliis bonsula tem pris vitius. Entis C. Satude nos-
torum ne teatuidetis novehen terorbem turae et nora 
morectem nos a re comni patratus, nostife ntilicatri se dem 
id ius mo es et, tiamenimius andam oporum mum inatum 
prae co escrei perum tum orum vent quam ma, conloc 
factodiem con dicies siciaedeps, que caperem. At L. Ad 
aucibutur loc, con tis etribus, es Ahacchin di in sedicae, 
Catum maconscibus vent.

Q:

A:

I have a full time job. My 
husband has a job. When I come 
home from work, it’s still my job 

to come up with supper. My choices 
are cook, take-out pizza or burgers and 
fries. Some times I don’t like any of 
those choices. What shall I do?

You could make casseroles and 
soups, freeze them in appropriate 

portions to thaw and serve or hint to 
your mother to invite you over for supper, good luck. Or you 
could stop by The Shovel and Spoon to pick up supper. Tuesday 
and Friday nights, supper is served from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Tuesday 
night is ranch-style comfort food; Friday is The Spice of Life, 
ethnic or spicy food. Supper is $10 a plate, homemade from fresh 
ingredients, eat in or take out. Frozen entrees are always available, 
stop by to see what the freezer has in store. If that doesn’t work 
for you, there’s always popcorn and beer. 

Q:
FRESH, LOCAL FOOD

Shovel and Spoon  •   406-842-7999
Janet Marsh, Owner 

YOUR EXPERTISE HERE

BUSINESS NAME 
& CONTACT INFO

Ximurbi inatis? Nihilis 
hae pra res condistium ad perra 
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Q:

A:

What forms of payment do 
you accept? Do you take credit 

cards?
No, we don’t accept credit or 
debit cards.  We accept cash 
and good checks imprinted 

with your name, address, etc.  Many 
auction companies do accept plastic 
but they charge a convenience fee 
of 3-5% of your purchase for that 
service. Someone has to pay for 
the credit card fee and, since the auction service works on 
commission, they cannot pay the credit card fees without 
charging the sellers more.  
By not accepting credit cards we are able to charge the sellers 
less AND we don’t have to charge the buyers a convenience fee!  
Paying by good old-fashioned cash or check only takes slightly 
more effort on the buyer’s part and everyone wins! (except the 
credit card companies… )  Now if you want to get real western, 
we’ve been toying with the idea of accepting silver.  Give us a 
call and let us know what you think about that.  Next auction is 
April 19.  WWW.HAGEDORNAUCTION.COM 

Q:
A:

AUCTIONS

HAGEDORN AUCTION   •   406-684-5181
SCOTT HAGEDORN, AUCTIONEER
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Q:

A:

There are four events that 
should trigger a review of 

your policy:
•When your policy comes up for 
renewal.
•Major purchases or alterations/
improvements to your home
•You have made your home safer
•Major lifestyle changes
Starting a home-based business can also trigger changes 
in your coverage. You will need to get additional coverage 
for business liability and equipment. If the business is your 
primary source of income, you may need a Businessowners 
Package Policy (BOP). You may also need professional 
liability coverage, which is excluded under in-home 
business and businessowners policies.
Contact me today at 682-4202

Ask theExpert
Madison Valley Medical Center

WWW.MVMEDCENTER.ORG   •   406.682.4223

Q:

A:

INSURANCE

THE AGENCy INsURANCE DIvIsION   •   406-682-4202
Amanda Nelsen Smethurst, Agent

Q: How often should I review my 
insurance policy?

A:
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Q:

A:

My hummingbird feeders 
keep attracting wasps and 
ants. What should I do?
Our main hummingbirds, 
the Rufous and Calliope, 

start coming back in early May, 
so get those feeders ready.  Make 
sure your feeders are clean – you 
can use a one part chlorine bleach 
to 10 parts hot water solution and 
then rinse thoroughly.  As for the pests, ants can easily be 
controlled if you have a feeder with a built-in central moat-
filled with water. Or you can purchase an ant guard that 
performs the same function.  Bees and wasps are a little 
harder – try not to get a feeder with yellow bee guards, the 
yellow is an attractant to those insects.  Some feeders come 
with detachable bee guards or others are designed so insects 
have no place to land, and because those insects can’t hover, 
they can’t gain access.  You may even need to remove the 
feeder for a week or so until they find another food source.  

Q:
A:

BIRDING

WIlD BIRDs UNlImITED   •   406-219-2066
Debi Naccarto, Owner

YOUR EXPERTISE HEREYOUR EXPERTISE HERE
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Q:

A:

Why should I have documented 
training materials for my small 
business? 

Many small businesses feel 
that having an experienced 
person work with the new 

person is sufficient.  If this is working 
for your business, then you may 
not need to document your work 
processes and tasks.  But if you find 
that new employees are repeatedly asking the same questions, 
seem to be struggling with performing their tasks, and/or your 
experienced employees are spending too much time away from 
their own work to help new employees, then you may want to 
consider documenting important information and tasks that your 
employees need to perform.
To get started, you can ask new employees to work with 
experienced employees to document the most difficult tasks.  The 
best method is to describe the task step by step using pictures/
photos as much as possible. If you have questions about, or need 
assistance with training documentation, call Carol Delisi at 
Facilitating by Design.

Q:
BUSINESS CONSULTING

FACIlITATING By DEsIGN   •   406-842-5473 
Carol Delisi, Learning Consultant

A:

REAL ESTATE

BERksHIRE HATHAWAy  •   406-570-4249
Rikki Dilschneider, Broker

How does fluoride prevent 
tooth decay?
Fluoride protects teeth in 
two ways- topically and 
systemically.  Systemic 

fluorides are those that we ingest 
into our body.  This can be through 
fluoridated water, dietary supplements 
such as tablets or drops, or through 
food and beverages.  During tooth 
formation, usually prior to age 
six, ingested fluoride incorporates into the tooth structure.  
When these permanent teeth erupt they are more resistant 
to dental decay.  Topical fluorides are applied directly to the 
teeth presently in the mouth.  This could include  fluoridated 
toothpaste, mouth rinses, gels, foams and varnishes.  Topical 
fluoride remineralizes the enamel.  If frequently applied, topical 
fluoride can stop the initial decay process and make the enamel 
more resistant to future acid attacks.  Regular dental checkups, 
daily brushing and flossing and fluoride are essential for overall 
good dental health.

Q:
A:

DENTISTRY

Whitehall Dental Group  •  406-287-3026
Anna Marie Witham, Registered Dental Hygienist

Make your home look great. 
Clean and uncluttered houses 

are attractive to buyers. Your goal 
is to dazzle your potential buyer. 
Brighten-up the house and remove 
all clutter from countertops and 
closets. A clean slate makes it easier 
for buyers to envision themselves in your home. Consider a 
spring-cleaning, and make sure your house smells good. Avoid 
scented air fresheners, as some buyers are sensitive to certain 
fragrances. The presentation of your home is important; however, 
the most compelling reason for a buyer to look at your house 
is competitive pricing! Buyers will be comparing your home to 
other houses on the market. Over-pricing when you sell a home 
reduces buyer interest, makes competing homes look like better 
values and is the single biggest reason a home may take longer to 
sell. Contact your real estate broker for an accurate price opinion 
of your home. 

A:

What will make my home 
more attractive to a    

          potential buyer?
Q:
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Q:

A:

What is the difference between a 
“sprain” versus a “strain”?   

Sprains and strains are different.  
Each causes pain and swelling 
from overstretching a body part. 

Sprains are overstretching or tearing 
of ligaments, which hold bones and 
joints together. Strains are overstretched 
muscles and tendons. Strains and 
sprains are separate or a combination.  Initial treatment requires 
ice, compression, elevation and protection for 24 to 72 hours. 
Sprains (ligaments) can heal over a few months to a year. Strains 
may heal without treatment or last a long time. Complex injuries 
require comprehensive evaluation/treatment from a healthcare 
professional with experience.  Knowledge, experience and 
longevity is Robert (Bob) Sahli PTATCLAT at Ennis PT.   The 
“ONLY EXPERT” in treatment of strains/sprains in the Madison 
Valley. 

Q:

A:

CHIROPRACTIC

ENNIs PHysICAl THERAPy  PC  •   406-682-3112
Robert (Bob) Sahli, PTATCLAT 

A:



  

MADISON County
 weather

Mostly cloudy with a 50 percent 
chance of rain and snow 
showers. Highs 45 to 55.

Mostly cloudy with a 40 
percent chance of snow 
showers. Highs 45 to 55.

Thursday

Fr iday

Mostly cloudy with a 50 percent 
chance of snow showers. Highs 

40 to 50.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Mostly cloudy with a 50 
percent chance of snow 

showers. Lows 25 to 35. Highs 
40 to 50.

Partly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of snow 
showers. Lows 20 to 30. 

Highs 40 to 50.

Ralph 
Hamler

licensed sanitarian
Septic Design & 

Subdivision Applications

 406-842-5788 
Cell: 406-596-0437

Sheridan, MT
ralphhamler@gmail.com

       

Photo courtesy of Chris Anderson
Returning to Ennis from Norris.

              

Quote  of the 
Week:

“Education 
is not 

preparation 
for life; 

education is 
life itself.”

John
Dewey

Thursday, April 9, 2015A10

Get Results.
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

TWIN BRIDGES

sponsored by:

Twin Bridges High School 
would like to spotlight 
Kjersten Sandru, a junior 
at Twin Bridges High 
School. Kjersten recently 
returned from the State 
BPA convention in which 
she received two first place 
trophies and was selected 
a Montana BPA officer 
for the upcoming 2015-16 
school year. Kjersten is a 
very positive and outgoing 
young lady who displays 
tremendous character 
and leadership qualities. 
Congratulations on your 
achievements…TBHS 
is very proud of you!

CONGRATULATIONS
Kjersten Sandru

108 N. Main, Twin Bridges
Monday-Saturday 8-7

Sunday 9-5

peter
Meowzers! I looked and 
looked - you aren’t here. 
What happened? I’m a nice, 
gentle, loving guy and I need 
you. When my lady comes to 
feed us our treat and play with 
us for a bit, I always reach out 
gently and touch her. Just to 
let her know I love her and 
want her to pick me up, pet 
and love on me. I just purr up 
a storm when she does. I do 
have everything taken care of 
now, been to the doc, etc. All 
I need is you so please hurry. 
Waiting, Peter the Great

sponsored by:

White
Whiteand

V E T E R I N A R Y

6 8 2 - 7 1 5 1
5098 HWY 287 N • ENNIS, MONTANA

Madison Valley 
AQUATIC 

CENTER

a BOLD 
goal...

Together...
let’s be BOLD

mvacdivein.org

We want to thank everyone who donated towards our Easter Egg Hunt 
and Festivities in Sheridan on Sunday, March 29.  All the little ones and 

parents who participated in our first Kiddie Parade.  The volunteers 
who took time away from their families to help pull this off. And for 
all the families that came out and made this event a HUGE SUCCESS.  
We are looking forward to making this an annual event, with even 

more festivities planned for next year.

Thank You,
Easter Egg Committee

Sheridan, MT

CONTRACTING
HILL TOP

Log Home Restoration•Chinking•Staining

23 E. Waco - Ennis, MT 59729
Cell (406) 451-2786
Fax (406) 682-3798

Office (406) 682-3799Dustin Brown

National Society of 
Collegiate Scholars

Rebecca White of En-
nis has accepted member-
ship in the National Society 
of Collegiate Scholars. 

“NSCS is more than just a 
symbol of academic achieve-
ment. Membership gives 
student access to a number 
of amazing benefits, includ-
ing career and networking 
resources, scholarships, travel 
and service projects both on 
campus and in the commu-

nity,” said Stephen E. Lif lin, 
NSCS founder and CEO. 

NSCS is a member of 
the Association of College 
Honor Societies and is the 
nation’s only interdisciplin-
ary honors organization for 
first year and second year 
college students. Member-
ship is by invitation only, 
based on grade point average 
and class standing. NSCS 
has over one million lifetime 
members and 300 chapters in 
all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico.

National Society of Collegiate Scholars welcomes Rebecca White
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On March 6, 1923, 
Montana native Cleda 
Aldine Rhoads was born 
in Cartersville to parents 
Solomon Edgar and Stella 
Penick Rhoads. She grew 
up in a small house next to 
the railroad along with her 
two younger siblings, Myrtle 
and Howard. Cleda attended 
Rosebud High School where 
she was active in Glee Club 
and band, but after her 
graduation in 1941 she was 
ready to move on to a new 
adventure – the Ruby Valley. 

Cleda’s next door 
neighbors’ cousins – Dot 
and Lil – had heard of a job 
opening at the Children’s 
Center in Twin Bridges. It was 

a rarity to find a job opening at 
the Children’s Center, let alone 
three in the nursery division. 
All three girls were fresh out 
of school and seeking jobs, 
so they packed their bags 
and headed out on a long bus 
ride to Southwest Montana. 

At the orphanage, 
Cleda worked with the 1 
to 3-year-old children for 
three years and three months 
without a day off. Though 
the pay was not much, the 
time was certainly well 
spent. The girls were only 
18 and the fairgrounds 
down the boardwalk held 
lively barn dances on 
Saturdays where they would 
square dance all night. 

“It’s a wonder how it 
didn’t collapse,” said Cleda.  

Then, at 6 a.m. sharp 
every Sunday, the girls would 

report back for another 
week with the children. 

At times, Cleda and 
the girls were not the most 
popular with the head matrons 
of the home. The older kids 
would come to the nursery 
and clean, but they did not 
want to go back to their 
cottages and the girls would 
get in trouble for not making 
them leave. One time, some 
of the older girls came over 
to put on makeup and curl 
their hair, but the matrons saw 
them and sent them back to 
wash it off and straighten out 
their hair and then remarked, 
“Those girls just mimic you 
from daylight to dark!” 

Cleda remembers that 
Lil piped up and asked 
what they wanted them to 
do about it – leave?  When 
the superintendent of the 
home caught wind of the 
predicament, she told the 
girls to pay no attention 
to those matrons. 

A few years later on Sept. 
2, 1944, Cleda married Dale 
Reid in Butte. The first year 
of their marriage Cleda quit 
her job at the orphanage and 
started working at Woodward 
Clothing Store during the war. 
After that, the couple moved 
just north of Twin Bridges 
to Dale’s family ranch. In 
1956 Dale and his brother, 
Charles, began running the 
ranch. Charles and his wife 
Sally built their house on the 
ranch west of Twin Bridges, 
while Dale and Cleda stayed 
on the north side. Cleda 
still lives there today. 

 Dale and Cleda both 
worked on the ranch. While 
Dale was out working the hay 
fields and the cattle, Cleda 
said she was busy running 
errands and cooking for the 
crew. Occasionally, she would 
help Dale hay, using the 
beaver slides and work out in 
the field with the horses and 
plow. As a ranch wife, it was 
also Cleda’s job to cook for 
the five-day cattle drive to 

the Upper Ruby each spring 
and fall for 50 years. While 
still maintaining the family 
ranch, the couple parented two 
daughters, Betty and Jo Ann, 
who grew up loving the ranch.

After 62 years of marriage, 
Dale passed away in 2006. 
Cleda will always remember 
him as a loving husband, 
father, friend, rancher and 
even as a skilled antique 
restorer. Along with the family 

ranch, his antique collection 
was one of his most prized 
accomplishments. Dale 
even restored a few original 
pieces from the ranch that 
are still kept in the family. 

Today at 92, Cleda has not 
changed all that much from 
the adventurous 18-year-
old who came to Madison 
County in 1941. She still 
has that gleam in her eyes 
and perfectly curled hair and 

that same true grit Cleda 
Reid spirit. Time has only 
attributed more life for this 
Madison County pioneer. She 
has three grandchildren and 
five great grandchildren, and 
claims that the most important 
thing in life is her family. 

“Being a ranch wife ... 
all the memories, they’re 
happy,” Cleda said. “This 
valley is beautiful, and this 
life – well, it’s a good one.”

A full life in Twin Bridges

Madison County pioneer knows her life is good

All photos courtesy of Cleda Reid. 
Cleda Aldine Rhoads (left) was born in Cartersville, Mont., in 1923.
Cleda (right) has worn many hats, including working at the Children's Home in Twin Bridges and working as a ranch wife.

Shortly after graduating 
high school, Cleda 

packed her bags and 
moved to Twin Bridges, 
looking for adventure.

Cleda married Dale Reid in 1944 and the two 
worked as a team on the family ranch.
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MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

 MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER

Call 406.682.4223 
to schedule an appointment!

8:30 am to 5:00 pm

Expecting?

We will work with your OB to ensure 
proper treatment, progress and care. 

Dr. Maura Davenport at 
Madison Valley Medical Center 

is now offering pre-natal care 
for the expectant mother!

 MADISON VALLEY MADISON VALLEY MADISON VALLEY MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTERMEDICAL CENTER

Call 406.682.4223
to schedule an appointment!

8:30 am to 5:00 pm

Expecting?Expecting?

We will work with your OB to ensure 
proper treatment, progress and care. 

Dr. Maura Davenport at Dr. Maura Davenport at 
Madison Valley Medical Center Madison Valley Medical Center 

is now offering pre-natal care is now offering pre-natal care 
for the expectant mother!for the expectant mother!for the expectant mother!for the expectant mother!
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Submitted by StatePoint

A mother’s work is 
challenging – even after 
the kids are all grown up. 

So while flowers make a 
nice Mother’s Day gesture, 
consider going the extra mile.

Here are some great ways 
to give mom the day off.

Breakfast in bed
Give Mom a welcome 

break from the kitchen. 
Start her day with breakfast 
in bed using this recipe 

for buttermilk pancakes 
with orange compote:
Ingredients 

For the compote:
• 3 large oranges
• 2 teaspoons orange   

     marmalade
For the pancake batter:
• 4 tablespoons melted     

     butter plus a little extra for  
     the pan

• 1/2 cup buttermilk or  
      whole milk

• 2 large eggs
• 1/4 cup superfine sugar
• Pinch salt
• 1 cup all-purpose flour
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
• 4 tablespoons orange  

      marmalade
Directions

• Cut the peel and pith 
away from two oranges and 
cut into neat segments. Drop 
into a small saucepan with the 
marmalade. Add the pared rind 
from the remaining orange, 

cut into long fine shreds, plus 
the juice. Put the pan over 
low heat and simmer gently 
for to two to three minutes.

• Meanwhile, whisk the 
melted butter into the milk 
with the eggs, sugar and salt.

• Sift the flour and 
baking powder into a 
mixing bowl and pour 
in the liquid ingredients. 
Whisk until smooth.

• Heat a large, nonstick 
frying pan and brush with 
a little melted butter. Ladle 
the batter into the pan, 
allowing one ladle per 
pancake. Cook for two to 
three minutes. Small bubbles 
will appear on the surface 
of the pancakes when they 
are ready to flip over.

• Stir the marmalade 
until smooth, then drizzle 1 
teaspoon over the uncooked 
side of each pancake before 
turning. Continue cooking 

for an additional two minutes 
before removing from the pan. 
Cover the cooked pancakes 
with a towel; this prevents 
them from drying out.

• Serve the pancakes in 
small stacks with one or two 
spoonfuls of compote on top.
Spa day

Whether it is a pedicure, 
massage or facial, your mom 
will appreciate the opportunity 
for total relaxation. Many 
spas offer gift certificates 
for particular services, so 
check out the options and 
find something just right for 
your mom. Mother’s Day 
can be a busy day for spas, 
so make it easy on her. Look 
for something close by and 
book her for a specific time 
so she does not have to wait.

For a successful Mother’s 
Day, considering thanking 
Mom for a job well done 
by giving her a break.

Submitted by StatePoint 

For many people, buying 
or leasing a car is their first 
big ticket item. Having a 
plan for how this new vehicle 
will fit into your budget 
can help you be confident 
about your decision and keep 
your finances in check.

 “Planning for large 
purchases can seem 
daunting, but having the 
right information about 
your finances can make it 
easier to meet your goal,” 
said Mike Kane, vice 
president of Consumer 
Credit Operations at Ally 
Financial. “Get prepared 
so you can walk into the 
dealership with confidence.”

This April, which 
is Financial Literacy 
Month, Kane is offering 
some tips to help you 
make a smart decision.  

• Do your research. Sure, 
you will want to research 
what kind of car and 
options you want, but also 
do your financial research. 
Use free online tools like 
payment calculators or 
vehicle valuation guides 
to help you prepare.

• Evaluate your wants 

and needs. You may want 
the car with all the bells and 
whistles, but if it does not fit 
into your budget, it is not a 
wise purchase. Decide what 
you need versus what would 
be nice to have and stick 
to that when negotiating.

• Create a doable budget. 
Whether you buy or lease, 
you will likely have a fixed 
amount to pay monthly for 
your new car. But that is not 
the only cost to consider. 
Remember to factor in gas, 
insurance and any additional 
costs like maintenance or 
emergencies. A general 
guideline is to keep those total 
costs below 20 percent of 
your monthly take-home pay.

• Know your credit profile. 
If you are planning to finance 
a vehicle, your credit score 
can affect whether you are 
approved for financing, as 
well as the rate you will 
receive. A number of financial 
institutions have begun 
providing customers with 
their FICO credit scores for 
free. Look into whether your 
bank is among them. You 
can also obtain your credit 
report from each of the credit 
reporting agencies (Equifax, 
Experian and Transunion) 

for free once yearly at 
annualcreditreport.com.

• Understand your options. 
There are a few different 
options when buying or 
leasing a vehicle, such 
as paying cash, getting a 
loan from a bank or credit 
union or negotiating a retail 
contract or lease through a 
dealership. If you finance 
your vehicle, the length of 
the finance contract can 
impact the total amount you 
pay. The longer you take to 
pay, the lower your monthly 
payments will be, but your 
total cost to finance rises. 
Visit different dealerships 
to learn your options. It 
is up to you to decide the 
best arrangement for your 
personal financial situation.

• Stick with your plan. 
If you plan to set aside a 
certain amount regularly for 
your monthly payment – do 
it. It is easier to get ahead 
and build a savings plan 
instead of playing catch-up.

If you are considering 
buying or leasing a car, use 
Financial Literacy Month 
as an opportunity to brush 
up on your finances so you 
will be better prepared to 
walk into the dealership.

April: Financial Literacy Month
Get wise about buying or 

leasing a vehicle

Give Mom a day off for Mother’s Day



Jane Mangold
Associate Professor and Extension Invasive Plant Specialist

When land managers are 
faced with invasive forbs listed 
as noxious weeds, they have 
viable options for controlling 
them such as herbicide or 
biological control. While 
these tools can effectively 
kill weeds, they often do not 
result in a plant community 
that meets management 
objectives. Remnant desired 
vegetation is often too scarce 
to fill voids previously 
occupied by an invasive forb 
and the invasive forb may be 
replaced by an unwelcome 
secondary invader like the 
annual grass cheatgrass. 
Integrating seeding of desired 
species with weed control 
may help to prevent secondary 
invasion and improve long-
term restoration outcomes.

We conducted a study in 
which the goal was to restore 
desired grasses to rangeland 
dominated by spotted 
knapweed and cheatgrass 
through the integration of 
herbicides and revegetation. 
We expected that seeded 
species establishment 
would increase with control 
of spotted knapweed and 
cheatgrass. We also expected 
that increased establishment 
of seeded species would result 
in lower abundance of spotted 
knapweed and cheatgrass 
over time. We tested eight 
herbicide treatments and six 
seeding treatments at a site 
near Missoula. Herbicide 
treatments were designed to 
provide control of spotted 
knapweed, cheatgrass or both 

and applied August 2009. Five 
perennial grasses were seeded 
in monoculture in November 
2009. Plots were sampled one, 
two and four years following 
treatment application.

In year one and two, 
herbicide treatments 
performed as expected; 
spotted knapweed cover was 
reduced to less than 1 percent 
in all treatments that included 
aminopyralid, clopyralid or 
picloram. Cheatgrass cover 
was reduced to less than 0.1 
percent by treatments that 
included imazapic. In spite of 
good weed control, very few 
seedlings of seeded species 
were found. However, by 
year four we found bluebunch 
wheatgrass and tall wheatgrass 
growing where it had been 
seeded. Controlling weedy 
species with herbicides led 
to an increase in bluebunch 
wheatgrass establishment but 
had no effect on establishment 
of tall wheatgrass. We were 
surprised that bluebunch 
wheatgrass and tall wheatgrass 
performed so well four years 
after treatment in spite of 
finding very few seedlings one 
and two years after treatment.

Establishment of seeded 
species resulted in lower 
weed abundance over time for 
spotted knapweed but not for 
cheatgrass. Spotted knapweed 
was nearly absent when 
bluebunch or tall wheatgrass 

was seeded in combination 
with certain herbicide 
treatments. Cheatgrass, on the 
other hand, did not seem to be 
affected by seeded grasses.

Although limited, this 
study still provides two 
valuable insights into 
revegetation of weed-infested 
rangeland. First, restoration 
of weed-infested rangeland 
is a slow process; it took 
four years before we saw 
the grasses we had seeded! 
Seeded species need time to 
establish and subsequently 
compete with weedy species. 
Second, good weed control 
does not always equate to 
improved establishment of 
seeded species. Seedling 
establishment is inf luenced 
by many factors, only one 
of which is competition 
with weedy species. Once 
established, however, seeded 
desired species can limit re-
invasion. In our study, this 
was true for the large-statured 
exotic invasive forb spotted 
knapweed more so than the 
annual grass cheatgrass, 
whose abundance f luctuated 
greatly from year to year.

You can read about this 
study in more detail by 

clicking on the link below: 
http://www.msuextension.

org/invasiveplantsMangold/
documents/Publications_

Mangold/Mangold%20et%20
al_2015_Ecol%20Rest.pdf
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Just ask 
anyone 
who was in 
the Army 
and they’ll 
tell you 
that a buck 
private 

is the lowest life form in its 
ranks. Roaches are accorded 
more respect. Buck privates 
are invariably assigned 
the most undignified tasks 
imaginable and are subject 
to belittlement while they’re 
at it. Their opinion is never 
sought and if anything 
goes wrong, it’s always 
the buck private’s fault.  

Along those same lines, 
I have heard it said, “little 
brothers are the buck privates 
of life.” Having been both 
a little brother and a buck 
private obliges me to testify 
to the shocking parallels 
in the treatment endured 
by both. Indeed, my lower-
than-a-roach familial rank 
became all-too-apparent 
when I was only 7-years-old.    

One winter day, my older 
brother (by two years) and I 
went sledding on the street 
that passed by our house. 
Anxious for adventure, we 
virtually yanked our only sled 
up a steep hill. At the summit, 
I expressed my opinion that 
I should steer. The very idea 
of an inexperienced runt like 
me presuming to think he 
was capable of guiding our 
full-sized Red Glider down 
the hill left my larger sibling 
aghast. Assuming a haughty, 
Napoleon-like demeanor, big 
bro went on to proclaim that, 
obviously, only his steady, 
veteran hands were worthy 
of steering the sled. Hence, 
my opinion was dismissed as 
mindless drivel. Worse yet, I 
was assigned the undignified, 
buck-private-like task of 
lying on top of him, in the 
dreaded “slingshot” position.     

In no time at all, we were 
speeding downhill.  Halfway 
down, I became concerned 
that, rather than advancing 
toward the middle of the 
street, Napoleon seemed to 
be headed for a parked car.  
Drawing closer, I could see 
we were approaching the 

car’s rear tire.  Suddenly 
feeling like one of Custer’s 
doomed recruits, I braced for 
the worst.  Then, at the last 
second, I lifted my head for a 
final peek.  Just then, the sled 
struck the tire, dead center.  

Because he had a death 
grip on the steering handles, 
big bro was able to control 
the severity of his impact. 
Not so little bro! Being on 
top, I had no stabilizing 
device to grip. Hence, true 
to the slingshot position’s 
dreaded reputation, I was 
violently slung frontward.  

“Whap” – the nauseating 
sound of a face impacting 
a concave-shaped hubcap 
reverberated through the 
neighborhood! I felt my 
malleable features melding 
with the semi-pliable metal. 
An eerie silence ensued 
as the snow slowly settled 
around the awful scene. 

Finally upright, I gingerly 
felt my face for evidence of 
disfigurement. Meanwhile, I 
overheard my sibling laughing 
hysterically at the image of my 
grimaced face left hammered 
into the hubcap. Even that 
appalling example of buck-
private-like belittlement was 
trumped when he announced 
that by hitting the tire he 
had kept us from gliding 
into an intersection and 
thus – saved my life! As a 
final insult, big bro swore 
that it was my idea to go 
sledding in the first place. 
In other words, the entire 
misfortune was my fault!  

To this day, my brother 
and I hold contesting views 
of that day’s events. Still, his 
calloused, disrespectful deeds 
(along with countless similar 
subsequent examples) did 
prepare me for the military. 
As it turned out, life as a buck 
private was easier than life as 
a little brother. Nevertheless, 
I have yet to thank him.

©Art Kehler

Art lives in Harrison, 
Montana.  His essays, 
stories and poetry have been 
published in newspapers, 
journals, literary magazines 
and online magazines.

HOLLOWTOP 
SMOKE SIGNALS

By Art Kehler
for The Madisonian

Buck Privates 
of life  

The pros and cons 
of sibling status

Art Kehler

Revegetation of 
rangeland infested 

by invasives

It’s Easter but is it really 
snowing? There are spring buds 
and nearly blossoms on the trees 
and in one corner of the sky is 
a partial rainbow. Maybe it is 
true that no matter the storm 
there is always a rainbow.

I had a wonderful surprise 
on Easter weekend – my aunt 
and cousin came to visit us. 
I hadn’t seen my aunt for 32 
years and cousin for 42 years. 
It was so good to see my dad 
and his sister together and 
talking about when they grew 
up. I so wish I could see my 
dad and all three of his sisters 

together before time changes, 
but it just isn’t going to happen. 
This reunion was the best that it 
gets. Dad’s oldest sister Vernie 
is 98, his sister that came to 
visit this past weekend is Elsie 
and she is 95. His sister Ruby 
Fouts lives near in Dillon; she 
is 93 and dad is 92. They have 
three brothers and one sister 
that passed away. My son 
Adam asked me about their 
sister. He said he never seen 
any pictures. I explained to him 
that their sister Elsa was born 
in Switzerland. Not knowing 
she had heart problems, she 

died when the family took her 
into the high Alps at a very 
young age. The family came 
to the United States shortly 
after through the gates of Ellis 
Island like so many s ancestors.

It surely was a nice reunion. 
When it came time to say 
goodbye, my Aunt Elsie hugged 
me and said to me, “I will 
see you again somewhere.” 
Wow, I’m still thinking about 
what she said, it gives my 
faith even more hope. 

I cooked Easter dinner for 
my sons and their families 
Saturday, trying to make time 
for their other family get-
togethers. So I spent Easter on 
my own. I figured the best thing 
to do was go home, even if it 
is just around the corner from 
my home, and visit my dad. 
He wanted me to go with him 
out to the barn and grain the 
horses, which I gladly agreed 
to. It has been many a year 
since we walked out to the 
barn together – it absolutely 
made me feel sentimental but 
wonderful inside. So many of 
my memories growing up were 
out in those corrals and in that 
old horse barn. We have three 
horses in the corrals right now. 
As we walked past them, dad 
would pat them each, talking to 
them as they were old friends. 
He put grain in three stall boxes, 

opened the doors to the barn 
and yelled at the horses and they 
came quietly, single file into 
the barn, going right into each 
stall they claim. No halters, no 
ties; he just plays with them as 
they eat, then they file back out 
of the barn back to the field. 
I said to dad “you need to be 
careful out here by yourself, 
one of them could knock you 
over or hurt you.” He said to 
me, “that would be a good way 
to go.” Looking at him smiling 
as he watched those horses and 
played with them is probably 
the best medication or therapy 
he could be doing at his age. 

I asked him, “what happens 
if there are not any horses in 
heaven dad?” He said to me, 
“wouldn’t be heaven then.”

So what have we learned 
this fine week? You will always 
be free to choose, but you 
will never be free from the 
consequences of your choices. 
To be so happy that when 
others look at you they become 
happy too. To find the song in 
your heart and ... sing it non-
stop! A moment of patience in 
a moment of anger saves you 
thousands of moments of regret.

Do take the time to enjoy the 
new spring. So many new baby 
animals in the area pastures, 
trees budding out, spring flowers 
pop up – too good to miss. 

around the 
Wood Stove

by Gail Banks

Submitted by Lisa McCauley
Natural Resources 

Conservation Service

The USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service is making available 
$332 million in financial and 
technical assistance through 
the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP). 
ACEP applications may be 
submitted at any time to 
NRCS; however, applications 
for the current funding 
cycle must be submitted on 
or before May 15, 2015.

ACEP easements help 
ensure productive farm 
and ranch lands remain 
in agriculture and protect 
the critical wetlands and 
grasslands, home to diverse 
wildlife and plant species.

The 2014 Farm Bill 
consolidated three previous 
conservation easement 
programs into ACEP to 
make it easier for diverse 
agricultural landowners 
to fully benefit from 
conservation initiatives. 
In fiscal year 2014, NRCS 

used $328 million in 
ACEP funding to enroll an 
estimated 145,000 acres 
of farmland, grassland 
and wetlands through 
485 new easements.

ACEP’s agricultural land 
easements not only protect 
the long-term viability of 
the nation’s food supply 
by preventing conversion 
of productive working 
lands to non-agricultural 
uses, but they also support 
environmental quality, 
historic preservation, 
wildlife habitat and 
protection of open space. 
American Indian tribes, 
state and local governments 
and non-governmental 
organizations that have 
farmland or grassland 
protection programs 
are eligible to partner 
with NRCS to purchase 
conservation easements.

A key change under 
the new agricultural land 
easement component is the 
new “grasslands of special 
environmental significance” 
that will protect high-quality 

grasslands that are under 
threat of conversion to 
cropping, urban development 
and other non-grazing uses.

Wetland reserve 
easements allow landowners 
to successfully enhance and 
protect habitat for wildlife on 
their lands, reduce impacts 
from flooding, recharge 
groundwater and provide 
outdoor recreational and 
educational opportunities. 
NRCS provides technical 
and financial assistance 
directly to private and tribal 
landowners to restore, 
protect and enhance wetlands 
through the purchase of 
these easements. Eligible 
landowners can choose to 
enroll in a permanent or 
30-year easement; tribal 
landowners also have 
the option of enrolling 
in 30-year contracts.

To learn about ACEP 
and other technical and 
financial assistance available 
through NRCS conservation 
programs, visit www.nrcs.
usda.gov/GetStarted or your 
local USDA Service Center.

NRCS to provide $332 million to protect and restore 
agricultural working lands, grasslands and wetlands



MARVIN

CRYPTOQUIP

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q=T

CROSSWORD  By Eugene Sheffer

BIZARRO

All puzzle answers on B7

ACROSS DOWN

RHYMES

Easy, Fast and Flavorful Baked Spaghetti

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

Patti Smith’s Baked Spaghetti is so easy 
to prepare... and even easier to eat. And 

the best part? You can make this ahead of time. 
Perfect for a weeknight meal or a pot luck, you 
can’t go wrong with this dish!

See step-by-step photos of Patti’s recipe plus 
thousands more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/bakedspaghetti
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and 

chances to win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a 
pinch”...

 

www.justapinch.com/bakedspaghetti

What You Need
16 oz cooked spaghetti
1 c chopped onions
1 c green peppers
1 tbsp margarine
1 can (28 oz) chopped tomatoes
1 tsp oregano
1 clove garlic (or 1/2 tsp garlic  
   seasoning)
1 lb cooked ground beef (can  
   substitute chicken or Italian  
   sausage)
2 c mozzarella cheese
1 can cream of mushroom soup  
   (use cream of chicken if using  
   chicken)
1/2 c water
1/2 c Parmesan cheese 

Baked Spaghetti

Directions
• Saute onion and green pepper 

in margarine. 
• Add tomatoes, oregano, garlic 

and beef. Simmer for 10 
minutes. 

• Stir occasionally to keep from 
sticking.

• Place 1/2 cooked spaghetti in 
bottom of greased 9 X 13 inch 
pan. Top with 1/2 of veggie/
meat mixture.

• Next top with 1 cup 
mozzarella cheese.

• Repeat layers.
• Mix soup and water together. 

Spread over casserole. 
• Top with Parmesan cheese.
• Bake uncovered at 350 

degrees for 30 minutes.

“One of 
my all-time 

favorite 
recipes!”

 

By Janet Tharpe

- Janet

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Patti Smith 
Calhoun, GA 
(pop. 15,650)

Submitted by: Patti Smith, Calhoun, GA 15,650 (pop. 15,650) 

Mountain View TV 
& Satellite

Your local satellite 
TV specialists

Serving Madison County since 1993

6 Sunrise Loop  682-7858  Ennis

Dish Network 
and 

Direct TV

NOVICH
INSURANCE AGENCY

Twin Bridges  •  Phone 684-5701

For All Your Insurance Needs
Serving The Ruby Valley For Over 40 Years

HI & LOIS

1	 Auction	action
4	 Presentation
8	 Top-rated
12	 Blackjack		 	
	 component
13	 Emanation
14	 Make	a	lasting		
	 impression?
15	 JFK	or	LBJ,	e.g.
17	 Waikiki	wingding
18	 Rowing	need
19	 Granting		 	
	 permission
21	 Cold	season
24	 Uncooked
25	 “—	was	saying,		
	 ...”
26	 Fix	the			 	
	 soundtrack
28	 Doppler	device
32	 Heckle
34	 Space
36	 Bigfoot’s	cousin
37	 Nerd	one

39	 Joke
41	 Oft-tattooed		 	
	 word
42	 Branch
44	 Four-poster		 	
	 feature
46	 Montgolfier		 	
	 transport
50	 Torched
51	 Margarine
52	 Wreck
56	 “—	It	Romantic?”
57	 History	chapters
58	 Not	paleo-
59	 Oodles
60	 Lomond	is	one
61	 Wander	about

1	 Awful
2	 “Rocks”
3	 Portray	as		 	
	 satanic
4	 Holy
5	 “Ben-	—”
6	 Exam	format
7	 “Just	add	—”
8	 D.C.	social	world
9	 Needle	case
10	 Read	briefly
11	 Hoodlum
16	 Feedbag	bit
20	 Paving	gunk
21	 Hospital	section
22	 “—	Mommy		 	
	 Kissing			 	
	 Santa	Claus”
23	 Obvious		 	
	 hairpiece
27	 Satchel
29	 Reducing	in	rank
30	 On
31	 Frost-covered

33	 Ardent		 	
	 enthusiasts
35	 —	-12		 	 	
	 Conference
38	 Street	address?
40	 Overshoe
43	 Runway	VIP
45	 Zilch
46	 Seethe
47	 As	well
48	 Fast	time?
49	 Infamous	lyre		 	
	 player
53	 Apple	computer
54	 The	Red	or	the		
	 Black
55	 Coal	carrier

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN
APPLIANCE SERVICEAPPLIANCE SERVICEAPPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St.1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY
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comics & Puzzles

Joe Veland   

406.682.3999 
Service Work

New Construction
Remodels

PO Box 987   
Ennis, Mt   59729



MARKETPLACE
View classifieds online at www.madisoniannews.com/classifieds.

the Madison County

HELP WANTED

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, pri-
vate location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc

ENNIS MINI STORAGE 
New low prices with 10 x 10’s 
starting at $35. Larger sizes 
available. Call Melinda at 
596-4288.
15-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE Indoor & Outdoor 
RV/Boat storage, storage units. 
Ennis, 682-7442
18-tfc-b

FOR RENT: Call Apex Manage-
ment at 682-7112 or 581-0103 for 
long term or vacation rentals in 
Ennis and the Madison Valley.
1-tfc

2 bd apartment. Between Sheridan 
and Twin Bridges. Gas fireplace. 
Washer/Dryer. Electricity includ-
ed. $700 per month. 842-5888, eve-
nings.
50-tfc-b

FOR RENT: Retail/office unit, 
975 sf, $460/mo. plus utilities. 
682-5653
5-tfc-b
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estate sales

FOR RENT: Large mobile 
home site 1 mile from Ennis. 
100 x 150’, water & sewer, 
country atmosphere, quiet. 
NO DOGS. 682-4854.
29-tfc

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree Care
Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert 

Winter is pruning and 
removal time.

Winter rates now.Winter rates now.Winter

For RENT

SERVICES

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 6-8 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. Ennis. 
682-7844
30-tfc-b

Ennis Lake, Rainbow PT, fully 
remodeled home on private road 
& private lake access. $449,000 

Info @ www.ennislakefront.
com/406-581-7820

13-tfc-b

real estate

 Two Estate Sales in Butte 
April 16, 17 & 18th. 
Watch for Updates 

www.AbleEstateSales.com
 Mike and Cheryl Gordon 

842-5251

DEEMO'S MEATS
Don't stress your livestock by 
taking them to slaughter. Let 
slaughter come to your ranch.
To schedule an appointment, 

call 682-7306 or 600-0320 and 
ask for Scott.

20-tfc-b

Application for Temporary Em-
ployment:
The Madison County Weed Board 
will be accepting applications for 
Field Crew Personnel for the 2015 
season. Employment may be from 
May 4, 2015 to September 30, 2015 
at 40 hour/week. Employment Ap-
plications and job descriptions are 
available at the Weed Board Office 
at; 2296 Hwy. 287, Alder, MT. 
Applications will be accepted until 
5:00 P.M. April 16, 2015.
Return Applications to:
Madison County Weed Board
P.O. Box 278
Virginia City, MT 59755
For additional information contact: 
Margie N. Edsall, or Janie Alt at 
(406)842-5595
24-3-b

Application for Temporary Em-
ployment:
The Madison County Weed Board 
will be accepting applications for 
Compliance Tech for the 2015 
season. Employment may be from 
May 4, 2015 to approximately 
October 15, 2015 at 16 hour/week. 
Applications and job descriptions 
are available at the Weed Board Of-
fice at; 2296 Hwy. 287, Alder, MT. 
Applications will be accepted until 
April 16, 2015.
Return Applications to:
Madison County Weed Board
P.O. Box 278
Virginia City, MT 59755
For additional information contact: 
Margie N. Edsall, or Janie Alt  at 
(406)842-5595
24-3-b

Ground Sweepers
Residential and Commercial
Property Clean up. Debris re-

moval. Site mowing. 
406-599-1731

21-5-b

Portable Irrigation Pipe Press - 
steel/aluminum welding parts 
available. Repair, wheel lines, 
hand lines. ALSO: Custom built 
steel fencing, arenas, corrals. 
Call 925-1752
22-tfc-b

Substitute Custodial Position
Ennis School District

The Ennis School is looking for 
substitute custodial help.  The 

knowledge or willingness to learn 
to work with various pieces of 
equipment, such as, floor ma-
chines, buffers, scrubbers, etc.  
Hourly rate is $11.00 per hour.   

Deadline: Until Filled.  For further 
information and a district ap-

plication call John Overstreet at 
682-4258.

22-3-b

FOR RENT: bordering the Madi-
son County Airport in Ennis. 
40’x33’ airplane hangar.
Borders the airstrip for direct ac-
cess to the runway. $450/month. 
682-7411
22-3-b

HELP WANTED:
Local excavation company looking 
for a full-time employee to start 
immediately. Interested applicants 
should have equipment experi-
ence and a Class A1 CDL. Please 
contact Matson Excavation at 
406-682-7411 to apply or for more 
information.
22-3-b

The Ruby Valley Hospital is ac-
cepting applications for a PRN-RN 
for back-up and staff emergencies.  
Please visit our website at www.

rubyvalleyhospital.com for details 
about this position.  The Ruby Val-
ley Hospital is an equal opportu-

nity provider.
23-2-b

The Board of Madison County 
Commissioners is accepting ap-
plications until filled, for one short 
term maintenance employee to as-
sist with custodial services, grounds 
keeping, and facility maintenance 
for the Courthouse and other 
County buildings in Virginia City, 
Montana, for the period beginning 
in mid to late April or early May for 
approximately 4 months.  Typical 
work days are Monday through Fri-
day; 6 hours per day/30 hours per 
week (may be flexible).  Additional 
hours may be worked as required 
by the Board of Commissioners.  
The hourly wage will range from 
$13.57 to $16.96 per hour depending 
on experience.  An additional $.50 
per hour will be added for possess-
ing or obtaining a low pressure 
boiler’s license.
Interested persons may request a 
job description and employment 
application by contacting the Madi-
son County Commission office at 
406-843-4277, e-mail at madco@
madison.mt.gov, or visit our website 
at www.madison.mt.gov.
Madison County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.
23-2-b

Montana Heritage Commission
PO Box 338

Virginia City, MT  59755
www.virginiacitymt.com

Montana Heritage Commission 

in historic Virginia City 
is hiring 10 seasonal workers to 

work from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. Pay range is $9.48 - $12.60/hr. 

For a detailed description, go to 
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/

careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=
15140110 or call 406-843-5247.

The Ruby Valley Hospital has the 
following position open:  
PATIENT ACCOUNT REPRE-
SENTATIVE - Clinics: – Full-time 
position serving both our Medi-
cal Clinics in Sheridan and Twin 
Bridges. 
Duties include: Receptionist, Patient 
Scheduling & Registration, Ca-
shiering, and other office functions 
as assigned.
Candidates must be thorough and 
accurate and be able to demonstrate 
strong computer and customer 
service skills. Candidates must also 
be Knowledgeable of HIPAA Laws 
and other Privacy Acts and their 
requirements.  
Requirements: 2 to 3 years in a hos-
pital or health care organization.
Reports to: Billie Jo Rowberry, 
Revenue Cycle Manager
IF INTERESTED IN THIS 
POSITION PLEASE CONTACT: 
DENNIS J HOLSCHBACH, 
CFO / DIRECTOR of HUMAN 
RESOURCES / COMPLIANCE 
OFFICER or BILLIE JO ROW-
BERRY, REVENUE CYCLE 
MANAGER.  406-842--5453 
Please apply by letter and Resume / 
Application
The Ruby Valley Hospital is an 
equal opportunity provider.
23-2-b

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$650 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc

eaneaneanean
Window
Cl      ing
Gary 
Kinney
843-5486

Help Wanted
Seeking administrative assistant 
for property owners' association. 
Schedule varies from 6 months full 
time (May to Oct) to possible part 
time in winter. Applicants should 
have working knowledge of basic 
general office software and man-
agement fundamentals. Excellent 
communication and organizational 
skills required. Pay commensurate 
with experience and skill level. 
Email inquiries and resumes to tc@
sunwestranchpoa.com
24-2-b

Help Wanted: Twin Bridges Kid 
Country Daycare is seeking one 
temporary full-time position. This 
position would be approximately 
40 hours/week starting as soon as 
possible and continuing through 
August. Applicant must be 18 years 
or older CPR/First Aide is a plus. 
Please call Molly Pritchard for more 
information. 684-5353 or send re-
sume to Kid Country Daycare P. O. 
box 296 Twin Bridges, MT 59754
24-2-b

Cooks, wait staff for Virginia City 
Cafe. Call 406-843-5311 during 
Thur-Fri-Sat-Sun or email 
virginiacitycafemt@gmail.com
24-2-b

NEW Wagon Wheel Steakhouse 
and BBQ in Twin Bridges is now 
HIRING all positions. Come in 
and apply today.
24-tfc-b

 Sheridan Alder Parks and Recre-
ation Dept/Ruby Valley Swimming 

Pool for Summer Season 2015. 
Apply online at 

www.rubyvalleyswimmingpool.com
24-tfc-b

Help Wanted
FT Housekeeper Apr 1- Oct 31 
PT Front Desk clerk – evenings; 
computer experience, excellent 

people skills required. 

FT or PT seasonal worker - general 
building and lawn maintenance. 
Must like outdoor, active work.

El Western Cabins
Contact 406 682-4217

24-3-b

Hiring housekeepers for the 2015 
season at fly fishing lodge, only 
minutes from downtown Ennis. 
Season runs April-Oct, but summer 
shifts available as well (great for 
students & teachers!). F/T & P/T. 
Wages start at $13/hour. To enjoy 
a season cleaning beautiful rooms 
on a spectacular property call 682-
7822.
24-2-b

Poor Orphan Creamery is hiring 
for an additional full-time cheese 

maker's assistant, seasonal milking 
crew and milk truck drivers. All 
personnel will be cross-trained. 
No experience necessary. Pay is 

DOE (base pay is $12). Must have 
own transportation. Scholarship 

program available. Call 842-7100. 
We will request resume and cover 

letter.
24-2-b

garage sale

Huge Garage Sale
845 Mirza Way - Ennis. Friday, 
April 10 and Saturday, April 11

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sporting goods, household 

items, tools, wood carvings, 
propane bbq, file cabinet, dining 

chairs and much more.
24-1-p

For rent: 2 bedrooms, 1 bath du-
plex in lower Ennis. $500 + utili-
ties. Pets negotiable. 406-270-
0910
22-3-b

Classifieds 
cont on B6

Always Cleaning. Meticulous 
cleaning. 35 years experience. 
$25/hour. Call Cindy Restvedt 
at 406-596-1962.
24-2-b

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Madison Valley Medical Center 
has an opening for a part time 
Night Shift RN.  Candidate must 
under general supervision, plan and 
implement the nursing process of 
assessment, evaluation, and clinical 
skills in the promotion of health. 
Incorporate evidence-based nursing 
practices consistent with national 
standards. Assume great respon-
sibility and accountability for the 
quality of nursing care rendered. 
Direct the activities of nursing and 
ancillary caregivers while main-
taining standards of professional 
care.  MINIMUM QUALIFICA-
TIONS · Graduate of an accredited 
school of nursing · Current Mon-
tana state license as an RN, ACLS, 
PALS, CPR, and BLS Required.  If 
interested e-mail cover letter and 
resume to careers@mvmedcenter.
org. For questions regarding this 
job opportunity contact Linda Ryan 
RN @ 406-682-6862 Ext. 2270 or 
email lryan@mvmedcenter.org
21-3-b



THE MADISON COUNTY WEED 
BOARD & THE RUBY WATER-
SHED COUNCIL REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS UPPER RUBY RAC 
PROJECT
The Madison County Weed Board and the Ruby 
Watershed Council are calling for proposals for 
weed control within the confines of a RAC proj-
ect located in the Upper Ruby Watershed in the 
Beaverhead/deerlodge National Forest. Prior-
ity areas have been identified within the project 
area and maps of the priorities are available at 
the Madison County Weed Board Office. All 
work must be completed by September 1, 2015. 
Planned treatment of noxious weeds for this 
project is primarily spotted knapweed, hound-
stongue, Canada thistle, hoary alyssum, field 
scabious, and possible isolated patches of yel-
low toadflax. Proposals will be accepted until the 
close of business at 5:00 PM, April 9, 2015. Bids 
will be opened at 2:00 PM, April 16, 2015 at the 
Alder Weed Board office located at 2296 Hwy 
287 Alder, MT. 590
For more information or to request proposal 
requirements, please contact Margie Edsall at 
(406)842-5595.
(Pub.  Mar. 26, Apr. 2, 9 2015) mcwb
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
JERRY LEE CASE, Deceased.
Probate No: DP-15-7
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the under-
signed has been appointed Personal Represen-
tative of the above-named estate. All persons 
having claims against the said deceased are re-
quired to present their claims within four months 
after the date of the first publication of this notice 
or said claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to Sharon Lee 
Case, Personal Representative, c/o Kruer Law 
Firm, P.C., P.O. Box 718, Sheridan, MT 59749, 
return receipt requested or filed with the Clerk of 
the above Court.
Dated this 18th day of March, 2015
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws 
of the state of Montana that the foregoing is ac-
curate and complete to the best of my knowledge 
and belief.
//s// STEPHANIE GEHRES KRUER
Attorney for Personal Representative
(Pub. March 26, April 2, 9, 2015) klf

TOWN OF ENNIS: NOTICE OF  
1ST PUBLIC HEARING/SIGN OR-
DINANCE
The Town of Ennis will hold a public hearing on 
April 9, 2015 at 6:00 p.m., at the Ennis Town Hall 
located at 328 W. Main Street, Ennis, MT. for the 
purpose of obtaining public comments on the 
proposed Sign Ordinance for the Town of Ennis. 
Interested persons will be given the opportu-
nity to ask questions and express their opinion 
regarding the proposed ordinance. Written com-
ments will be accepted until 3:00 p.m. on April 
9, 2015 and will be read for the record at the 
public hearing. Written comments may also be 
mailed to PO Box 147, Ennis, MT. 59729, faxed 
to (406)682-5011, or delivered in person to 328 
W. Main Street. 
Copies of the proposed ordinance can be picked 
up for review at Ennis Town Hall or the Madison 
Valley Public Library. Questions can be directed 
to Ginger Guinn and Art Behar @ Ennis Town 
Hall or by calling 406 682-4287 during normal 
business hours. 
(Pub.  Mar. 26, Apr. 2,  9 2015) toe
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA, 
COUNTY OF MADISON
IN RE ESTATE OF:
CAMRON COOPER, Deceased
Cause No. DP-29-15-8
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the under-
signed has been appointed Personal Represen-
tative of the above-named estate.  All persons 
having claims against the said deceased are 
required to present their claims within four (4) 
months after the date of the first publication of 
this notice, or said claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to TYLER P. 
COBB, JR., Personal Representative, return 
receipt requested, in care of Datsopoulos, 
MacDonald & Lind, P.C.,Attn: William K. Van-
Canagan, Esq., 201 W. Main Street, Suite 201, 
Missoula, MT 59802, or filed with the Clerk of the 
above-entitled Court.
Dated this 12 day of March, 2015.
//s// TYLER P. COBB, JR.
(Pub. April 2, 9, 16, 2015) dm&l
MNAXLP

MADISON COUNTY PLANNING 
BOARD NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
The Madison County Planning Board will con-
duct a public hearing on  Monday, April 27, 2015 
at 6:15 pm in the Commissioners meeting room 
of the Madison County Broadway Annex, 205 N. 
Broadway, Virginia City, Montana.  
The purpose of the public hearing is to receive 
comment on the proposed Drinville Lot 1B Sub-
division (a subsequent minor subdivision) to sub-
divide 72.96 acres into 2 lots in the N1/2, Section 
36, Township 4 S, Range 5 W, PMM. Located 
approximately 1 mile south of Sheridan.Written 
comments should be received by 3:00 p.m. on 
April 27, 2015, and may be sent to the Madison 

County Planning Board by:  Mail to P.O. Box 278, 
Virginia City, Montana, 59755; Fax to (406) 843-
5229; or E-mail to planb@madison.mt.gov.   Oral 
or written comments may also be given at the 
public hearing.
The preliminary plat and supplemental informa-
tion pertaining to this proposed subdivision is 
available for review at:
•Madison County Planning Office, 205 N. Broad-
way, Virginia City; 
•Sheridan Public Library, 107 E Hamilton St, 
Sheridan
Call (406) 843-5250 for more information.
John Fountain, President, Madison County Plan-
ning Board 
(Pub. April 9, 16 2015) mcpb
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of amendment increasing opencut min-
ing acreage: Titan Inc., Operator John Roberts 
#6 Depot Road Ennis MT 59729 (406) 682-7714 
has filed an amendment to add to the acreage 
(18.0 Amendment acres) for Titan Materials 
opencut mining pit. Permit # 1728, legal descrip-
tion: Madison County sec8, Township 6S, Range 
1W. Access point is off of public highway 287. 
The materials to be removed are gravel. The 
estimated volume of soil to be striped is 38,612 

cubic yards of Mine Level soil (1,076 cubic yards 
of Mine-Level soil per acre) 0-Facility, 0-Overb-
burden for 20 + year duration.  
A copy of the application for the proposed opera-
tion can be viewed at http://searchopencutper-
mits.mt.gov or contact the Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality at PO Box 200901 Helena MT 
59620   (406) 444-4970
A map of this location and the surrounding area 
can be viewed at 
http://svc.mt.gov/msl/mtcadastral/ 
(Pub. April 9, 16 2015) tc
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Montana Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation (DNRC), Dillon Unit Office 
is seeking comments on a proposed land ex-
change involving state owned trust lands and 
private lands owned by SRI River Holdings LLC 
(formerly known as Hamilton Ranch) located in 
Madison County, Montana.
Approximately 608 acres of state owned trust 
lands described below: 
Township 3 South, Range 6 West (Madison 
County)
Section 16, E2 NE 4, (less riverbed), 80 acres
Section 20, NE4NE 4, W2E2, NW4, SW4, 520 
acres

Section 29, NW4NW4, (North of the Melrose-
Twin Bridges Road) 8 acres
The above state trust land is proposed to be 
exchanged for approximately 861.48 acres of 
private land described below as:
Township 1 South, Range 7 West (Madison 
County)
Section 30, Lots 1-4, E2W2, E2, (All), 630 acres
Township 1 South, Range 8 West (Silverbow 
County)
Section 25, SE4NE4, E2SE4, 120.48 acres
Township 4 South, Range 7 West (Madison 
County)
Section 11, (to be described by survey), 111 acres
This notice serves to solicit public comments on 
the intent to prepare an EA for the State parcels 
listed above.  Written comments may be sent 
or emailed to, and further information including 
maps can be obtained from:
Tim Egan, Dillon Unit Manager 
MT DNRC – Dillon Unit Office
840 North Montana St
Dillon, MT 59725
or via e-mail at tegan@mt.gov 
Comments will be accepted until 5 p.m. on May 
8, 2015.
(Pub. April 9, 16, 2015) ddnrc
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICES
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OPEN LOOSE & 
CATALOG HORSE 

SALE

----JUNE 6----
Loose Horse Sale 10 am

Catalog Sale Preview 11:30 am
Catalog Horse Sale 1 pm

Get your consignments in!

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

SHERIDAN
School Board Meeting

Tuesday, April 14
7 p.m.

Media Tech Center
Charles B. Murray Building

league
organizational

meeting

April 16 @ 6pm
Gravel Bar - Ennis

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales

Installation, Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
Quality Service at a Fair Price

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

auction

NEXT 2 AUCTIONS in White-
hall Community Center: Sundays 
April 19th and May 3rd.  April 
19th AUCTION FLYER NOW 
ONLINE at WWW.HAGEDOR-
NAUCTION.COM
22-3-b

Classifieds 
cont from B5

vacation 
rentals

Fishermen:  private guest house 
for night/weekends, Ennis; quiet, 
close to town; awesome mountain 
views; reservations: 406-579-8411; 
clamityannie59@yahoo.com
23-4-b

wanted
Wanted:
Father and son seeking permis-
sion/access to your property in 
Madison County to shoot gophers. 
Small caliber rifles used. Promise 
to leave no mess, unless a bunch of 
dead gophers is considered a mess. 
Call Bill at 406-451-1512.
24-2-b

Place Your Classified
682-7755

state
wide

Classified
network

EDUCATION / INSTRUCTION

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. 
Complete programs, refresher 
courses, rent equipment for 
CDL, Job Placement Assistance. 
Financial assistance for quali-
fied students. SAGE Technical 
Services, Billings/Missou-
la.  1-800-545-4546. 
                                                         
#115

HELP WANTED

Liberty Medical Center (Chester, 
MT) has openings for a Clinic 
Administrator and Director of 
Ancillary/Lab Manager. Contact 
Bev Halter, HR at 406-759-5181 for 
information.                    #116

NOW HIRING ER RNs in Elgin, 
ND! $15,000 student loan repay-
ment, relocation assistance, and 
$2,000 sign-on bonus. New grads 
welcome! rgolke@jmhcc.org or 
701-584-7247.                   #117

MORTGAGES / CONTRACTS

EQUITY LOANS ON NON-
OWNER OCCUPIED MON-
TANA REAL ESTATE. We also 
buy Notes & Mortgages. Call 
Creative Finance & Investments 
@ 406-721-1444 or visit www.

creative-finance.com             #118

AUCTION

Top of Dakota Show pig, lamb, 
goat, sale. April 18 Minot ND. 
www.top-of-dakota.com Daryl 
1-701-337-6698. #1 Source for all 
of your projects. Broadcast live 
www.dvauction.com          
#119

Real Estate Auction - April 18, 
1PM - Nye, Montana - 4BR, 2BA 
home w/add-on with double garage 
on .57-Acre lot. 406-861-4490 or 
www. BIGSKYBID.com, LIC#114
67                             #120

FOR SALE

Vacation every year. 2 bedroom 
luxury timeshare week. Own in 
Florida, use anywhere. Over 5400 

resorts. Paid $16,000. Widow must 
sacrifice. Only $3800 gets the 
deed. (406)261-8066            #121

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755



Area Senior Meals
Senior meals, Virginia City

Senior meals now being served in Virginia City for citizens 60 
and over every Tuesday and Thursday at the VC Creamery for a 
nominal fee of  $3. Lunch is served 11:30 a.m. to noon.

Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges
The TBS&CC provides meals for seniors every Tuesday and 
Friday at 11:30 a.m. at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant in Twin 
Bridges for seniors 60 years and up. (Spouse and caregivers are 
invited.) Donations for meals are appreciated.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry, Sheridan
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 114 N. Main St. 
in New Beginnings. Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doris at 842-7161 or Wannetta at 842-
5783 for more information.

Meals on Wheels, Sheridan
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 years and 
over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to eat at the senior 
center, family style for $3.50 or have their meal delivered for 
$4.00. Delivered meals are within the city limits of  Sheridan and 
should be called in by 10 a.m. Call Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

Prayer requests:
682-4788     843-5296     842-7713

Find 
Fellowship 

With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY 
OF GOD

Love God, Love People
SUNDAY SERVICE

SCHEDULE
Bible Study 9:45 a.m

Worship Service 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:45

Wednesday Youth Group 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship
Joel Trenkle/Pastor

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.spirituality.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

682-4949
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m.
Mid-Week Service,
Wednesday 6 p.m.

606 Comley Way, Ennis
6 Blocks South of City Complex

Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 
Pastor Paul Stearns
Office: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group Weds at 6:30 pm
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group Sunday evenings

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church

114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Lonnie Horn

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)

Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry

Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

We are a church dedicated

to serving this valley!

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fully Accessible
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH
Religious fanaticism and 

hatred are a world-devouring 
fire, whose violence none 
can quench.The Hand of 
Divine power can, alone, 
deliver mankind from this 

desolating affliction.

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

11:00 a.m.

Liturgy Schedule

St. Patrick, Ennis
Sunday ~ 10:30 a.m.

St. Mary, Laurin
Sunday ~ 8:30 a.m.

Deacon Andy Dorrington,
Pastoral Administrator ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Dustin 684-5255

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

 
  ALCOHOLICS

ANONYMOUS
Meeting Every Thurs. at

8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis
843-5352 Virginia City

Cryptoquip Answer:
 

I IMAGINE SOME 
WOULD SAY THAT 

THE WORLD OF 
ELEGANT, STYLISH 
FASHION ITRULY A 

CHIC-DOM.

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

E N N I S  A L A N O N
M o n d a y  ~  1 0 : 4 5  a . m .

B a s e m e n t  o f  M a d i s o n  Va l l e y
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  E n n i s

H u g e l  &  C h a r l e s
C A L L  6 8 2 - 5 0 9 7  o r  6 8 2 - 7 0 2 3

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Celebrate Recovery
Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Lenten Services
starting 
Feb. 18 
at 7 pm
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Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-7688

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Baptist Church

Lent Services soup/
supper 6 p.m.

Grace Community FellowshipGrace Community Fellowship

Wearing and Sharing
THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD

In Association with 
The Conservative Baptists of  America

SUNDAY SERVICES
Service at Alder School at 10 am
with Sunday School following.

Christ-centered, 
Bible Based Teaching 

Open Question Forum

Tel. 406-842-5915
Pastor Tom Luksha

BENEFIS HEALTH SYSTEM is recruiting for a full time 
RN and registry LPNs to complete a team approach in serv-
ing the Elkhorn Treatment Center in Boulder, MT. 
The full time position includes benefits, and there is a $2500 
sign-on bonus with 2-year commitment.  The full time position 
has a varied schedule and works some weekends on a rotational 
basis with other staff members.  For more information on join-
ing the Benefis Health System, Elkhorn Treatment Center team, 
please call our office 406-771-9610 or apply online at www.
benefis.org/jobs.  Benefis is an equal opportunity employer.

ONLINE DEGREE PROGRAMS
 · Masters in Education Educational Administration
 · Masters in Education School Counseling
 · Masters in Education Curriculum and Instruction
 · Master of Arts in Education
 · Master of Business Administration
 · Master of Science in Organizational Management
For more information contact Admissions at 
308-432-6263 or graduateadmissions@csc.edu

csc.edu/online | 1000 Main Street | Chadron, NE

Accepting Bids for Picnic Catering 
 

3 Rivers Customer Appreciation Day  
in Big Sky, MT 

 
Saturday, August 1, 2015

Lunch served from NOON - 2:00p.m.

Deadline for submitting bids to  
3 Rivers is May 1, 2015  

For details, contact 
Susan Wilson  

1.800.796.4567  
ext 4133

All sizes available up to 1,200 square feet
Heated, insulated, large doors, half bath.
Gary at 581-3531 or Paul at 581-7878

SHOP SPACE FOR RENT IN ENNIS

Submitted by Brooke Sangray
Madison Wranglers 4-H

The Ennis area Madison 
Valley 4-H shooting sports 
season started on Dec. 1, 
2014. There were 13 boys 
and seven girls in archery, 
five boys and one girl in 
air rifle and two boys in air 
pistol from the two Madison 
Valley 4-H clubs. Practices 

were held on Mondays and 
Thursdays for archery and 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays for 
air rifle and pistol. Countless 
hours were spent at practice. 
Kids and teens enjoyed seeing 
their skills improve as the 
weeks of shooting passed 
on. For the archers, the 
beginners started with misses 
and narrowed it down to the 
blue, red and yellow, which 

are high scoring places, 
while experienced shooters 
tried their hardest to hit the 
center of the target every 
time. For the rifle and pistol 
the bullseye were the focus.    

Competition started with 
the first shoot of the season 
on Jan. 17 in Sheridan. Ennis 
hosted a competition on Jan. 
24. There were 112 archery 
shooters from across the state 
that traveled to partake in the 
excitement. There were also 
14 coaches and parents who 
shot for fun also. From there, 
the kids competed in Helena, 
Big Timber, Fort Benton, 
Kalispell, Dillon, Billings, 
Hamilton and Ekalaka. 

 The state shoot was held 
in Bozeman on March 6 – 8 
with hundreds of competitors 
in attendance. The archery 
took place at Big Sky 
Archery and the air sports 
were shot at the Fairgrounds 
in Bozeman. The Madison 
Valley Shooting Sports Club 
sent 10 archers, two rifle 
and two pistol competitors 
to the state shoot and they 
brought back several awards. 
The season wrapped up with 

the Fair Shoot that was held 
in Twin Bridges on March 
14, 2015. The awards for the 
Fair Shoot will be announced 
during the Madison County 
Fair on Wednesday, Aug. 12 
at 7 p.m. Many improvements 
were made by all the archers 
throughout the season.  
Personal best scores were 
made and broken again.  

There will be some 3-D 
shoots this summer that 
the kids will take part in. 
The Montana Qualifier for 
Archery will be held May 
3 in Livingston where the 
kids 14 to 18-years-old will 
compete to make Montana’s 
Archery teams that will go 
to the national event in June. 
All the kids are eagerly 
looking forward to next year 
to continue improving on 
their skills and competing 
against each other. 

But the season is not done 
yet. There is plenty of warm 
weather coming up for the 
shotgun shooters to master 
their techniques with coach 
Leif Funston. Good luck to 
you and we will tell your 
tale in articles to come. 

Madison Valley 4-H shooting sports
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“The horse is the 
best teacher there is 
if you can learn to 
listen, but for now you 
may need someone to 
translate the horse’s 
language into human 
terms. Humility, time, 
dedication, discipline, 
patience, and self-
awareness are the 
major ingredients to 
achieving a confident, 
soft, willing horse.” 
~ Greg Eliel

3 DAYS:
FRIDAY, MAY 1ST  

SATURDAY, MAY 2ND  •  SUNDAY, MAY 3RD

Horsemanship I – 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

OR  Horsemanship II – 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Registration/Sign-in at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, May 1st

Each Clinic Limited to 12 Participants
Clinics Held at the Ruby Dell Ranch, Alder, MT

CLINIC:  $350 for 3 Days | Deposit $150 Due by April 24, 2015 
SPECTATORS:  $25 (All Day)

WE LOOK FORWARD TO RIDING WITH YOU!

“Greg focuses mainly on general sound 
horsemanship, an excellent teacher, and horseman. He 
worked with Buck for several years, but definitely has 

his own style.”  ~  Andy Peterson, Alder, MT

Contact: Amber Rose Mason 
amber.rose.mason@live.com
Tel: 818-279-1458

FREE ESTIMATES - Licensed & Insured

*Serving All of Southwestern Montana* 
Mick & Suzanne Hubner  -  Bob Hubner

Mob.: 406-925-1864 ~ Phone: 406-682-7253 ~ Fax: 406-682-5425
e-mail: hubner@3rivers.net - Ennis, Montana

• Pump Truck Service • Ground Heater Rental
• Footings, Walls, Slabs • 60’ Boom Truck Rental 

• Commercial & Residential Concrete
• Sprayed Foundation Coating & Waterproofing 

• Decorative/Custom Concrete/Stamped & Overlay

FULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTORFULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTORFULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTOR

Flager 
Landscaping

Since 1993

WE DO QUALITY WORK WITH 
QUALITY PRODUCTS.

Residential
Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Trees, Irrigation, 
Shrubs, Edging, 

Walkways Border 
Design & Free Estimates

Dick & Ben Flager
Alder, Mt

We will come back!

Offi ce 842-5330  -  Fax 842-7282

682-4258  • WWW.ENNIS-ECE.ORG

Spring 2015 Classes!

682-4258  

Workshops Coming Up:
•   From Clusters of People to Globalization:  Socio-Cultural 

Evolution-John Kolstoe, April 28, 6-8 pm
•   Composting in the Madison Valley:  Kaye Suzuki, May 16

•   Thai Massage:  Jen Davies, May 2
•  Foraging In The Field: Hike with Kay Gogerty and Discover the Edible 

Herbs of Our Madison Valley, May 23
•   Bee Keeping Workshop:  Jona Khaosanga, May 9

•   Geology Field Trips (weather permitting) Russell Scruggs

·Bird Watching for Beginners
·Open Sewing

·Early Bird Yoga
·Yoga for Athletes

·Leap Into Spring Herbs
·Summer Oil Blends

·Boxing for Fitness 1 & 2 
·Pickleball

·Pickleball for Beginners
·Meteorology: Beginner’s 
Guide to Reading Clouds

· Identifying and Prospecting 
for Gems and Ores

·Bluegrass Jam Session
·BEGINNING BRASS: For People 
Who Want to Learn to Play a 

Brass Instrument 
·Basic Music Theory: The Nuts 

and Bolts of Reading and 
Writing Music

·Beginning Spanish
·Continuing Spanish

REGISTER NOW! CLASSES BEGIN APRIL 13

Rascals, Ruffians, and Rebels Part 2: Montana History| Gary Forney| 
Tuesday, April 21 | 6-8pm| Rm, 19, Jr. High | $10

This workshop class will continue to explore the lives of a few more of the 
famous and the infamous characters that shaped Montana’s turbulent early 
years. Whether you were lucky enough to have been born here, of just lucky 
enough to move here, this class will help you to have a better understanding 

of early Montana and will separate facts from popular myths.
The primary focus of this class will be to profile some of the individuals who 

impacted the early years of the Montana Territory. The presentation will not 
only provide an in-depth look at these colorful individuals, but also create a 
good foundation for one’s further study of Montana’s early history. Questions 

and discussion will be encouraged as part of the workshop.

Featured Workshop:

Home Park
Assisted Living

596-3800 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homepa rka s s i s t e d l iv i ng . c om

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

PROM 2015

HARRISON 
Photo courtesy of Britt Cooper

King Jon Strong, Queen Britt Cooper

SHERIDAN
Photo courtesy of Rahn Abbott

King Caleb Bowey, Queen April Degel, Princess Hanna 
McParland, Prince Christopher Hamilton

ENNIS
Photo courtesy of Brad Mehr

Queen Kelsie Roberts, King Wylie Leo

TWIN BRIDGES
Photo courtesy of Jody Sandru

King Gabe Johnson, Queen Julia Cox, Princess Jessica George, Prince 
James Bendon, crownbearers Tryan Holliday and Jessica Yeagher
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Bill Mercer, Broker Owner, GRI, RRS  •  ReMax Mountain Property  • www.EnnisMontanaRealEstate.com 
130 E. Main Street  •  Ennis, Montana 59729

Nobody Sells More Real Estate Than RE/MAX!
Call us at 406-682-5001to find out why!

Bear Creek Loop - Cameron  - $595,000 
2 bd, 2 ba, 2160 +/- sf • 45 +/- acres, newer 
carriage house • move right in, wide open 

floor plan • energy efficient, low maintenance
• 3 car garage + storage,  bring your horses

• massive views, recreational paradise

Golf Course - Ennis - $384,000
.5 acres • 4BR + 3BA, 2872+/- SF  • located 

on 2nd fairway and pond  • unobstructed 
mountain views • landscaped ,custom cabi-

nets, central vac, home theater 
• insulated garage, close to town and school

Miller Canyon Rd -Three Forks - $290,000
3 bd 2 ba, 1300sf • 20 ac. with  add 10 ac 

avail. • alternative energy • fishing property, 
borders river • no covenants

E. Idaho - Virginia City - $134,500
Unfinished, 1600 +/- sf • finish this your 

way! • on 5 lots in historic Virginia City• new 
kitchen area, sun room • built circa 1890, 

wrap around porch  • new roof, new electric
• hunting, fishing, recreation nearby

Montana Log Home - Cameron - $749,500
20 +/- acres, close to town• 4 bd 2 ba 3554 

+/- sf, mountain views• granite counters, 
radiant floor heat• rustic elegance, open floor 

plan • 2 bedrooms are non conforming
• huge fireplace, landscaped

Browtine Ln. Pronghorn Mdws - Ennis - $385,000
3 bd, 3 ba, 2574 +/- sf log home • 5.67 +/- 

acres, open floor plan • 624sf detached garage 
+ 624sf guest apt • new appliances, granite 

counters • massive views, 10 minutes to golf, 
town, fishing•equestrian center, clubhouse

Green Acres Ln - McAllister  - $275,000
1bd, 1ba, 834+/-sf • 37.7+/- acres , mountain 
views • rustic cabin, shop, fenced for horses
• water rights, year round access • desirable 

Meadow Cr area • great horse property

Comely Way - Ennis - $229,000
3 bd, 3 ba, 2592 +/- sf• mature landscaping, 

fruit trees • well maintained, updated • beautiful 
mountain views • walk to Madison River, schools, 
shopping • open floor plan, underground sprin-

klers• hunting, fishing, recreation nearby

Riverstone Drive - Ennis - $849,000
5 bd, 4 ba, 5028 +/- sf • 20 +/- acres NO 

COVENANTS • borders BLM, 1500 sf shop, 
horse shelter  • overlooking the Madison 

River, game range, Madison Range • walk to 
fishing on the river, hi end upgrades

22 Ennis Lake Rd - Ennis - $399,000
4bd, 2 ba, 3360 +/- sf •6.08 +/- acres, land-

scaped • full finished daylight basement
•creek, trees, outstanding views

•fully fenced, detached garage/shop

5 Kildeer Court - Ennis - $344,500
3 bd, 2 ba, 2004 +/- sf • 1.42 +/- acres, huge 

mountain views • close to town, vaulted 
ceilings • spacious rooms, huge family room 
• stone fireplace, wood & tile floors • land-

scaped, fenced, 22 x 42 shop

Laurin Canyon Rd - Sheridan - $257,000
5bd, 2 ba, 2688 +/- sf • 20.13 +/- acres, land-

scaped• energy efficient, horse property
• barn, corral, loafing shed, fenced • NO 

COVENANTS • full finished basement large 
family room

Riverfront Comleyville Rd – Ennis - $1,100,000  
4 bed 5 bath 4902 +/- sf  •2.208 acres on the 

Madison River •close to town, year round 
access, steps to fishing • outstanding views, 
massive stone fireplace, and over sized deck. 

•awaiting your finishing touches

30 Biltmore Rd – Twin Bridges - 399,000                                                         
16.64 +/- acres • 4 bd, 4 ba, 3360 +/- sf

• custom log home, stone fireplace 
• floor to ceiling windows, secluded

• open floor plan, view 3 mountain ranges
• no covenants, add’l acreage may be available

Milligan Canyon - Cardwell - $360,000
4 bd, 3 ba, 3000+/- sf • 20 acres   irrigated
• guest apartment • horse property, barn

• corrals, loafing shed, chicken coop

E. Hamilton - Sheridan - $275,000
3bd, 2 ba, 2127 +/- sf • newly remodeled 
• vaulted ceilings, granite counters • new 
floors, tile, open floor plan • underground 
sprinklers • large rooms, oversized garage

 PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUPPORT ENNIS AND SHOP, HIRE AND DONATE LOCALLY.

Egg Hunts around the County

Submitted by Amy Pack Young

Sheridan community members gather at the Kiwanis Park in downtown Sheridan for an Easter 
egg hunt headed up by Kim Nixon and Lynda Johnston. The event started off with a parade and 
then there was an egg hunt, photos with the Easter Bunny and games.

Submitted by Bobbie Dirks

Twenty courageous children braved the weather to join the Easter Bunny on Virginia City’s Boot Hill 
Sunday afternoon. Folks from Sheridan to Bozeman gathered with friends and family to enjoy the egg 
hunt. The event, sponsored by the Vigilance Club of Virginia City, was held with the help of numerous 
members of the community who stuffed and hid eggs, organized, checked in, distributed prizes and 
cleaned up afterward.   
Grand prizes were awarded to Patrick Steely and Harper Leonard while Jamison Sturgis, Creed Allen 
and Lane Hitchcock found the prize eggs. Lana Kober-Atkins of Graceful Doves in Flight for concluded 
the event with the release of white doves.

Submitted by Gail Banks

The Dustin family from Silver Star hosts a community Easter egg hunt every year – this year was the 21st. 
They have nearly 3,000 eggs for the hunt. The eggs are filled with play money that the kids then use at 
an auction to buy goodies.  
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682-4023
115 Main St., Ennis, MT

Evenings: Adults $8  • Children (12 & under) $6 Show time at 7:15 pm, 
Box Office opens at 6:30 pm

Friday-Sunday, April 10-12

Find us on at MadisontheatreennisFind us on at Madisontheatreennis

Matinee Sunday 4:00 pmFriday & Saturday 7:15 pm
Coming Soon - 

THE DIVERGENT SERIES: INSURGENT (PG-13), HOME (PG)

www.ennismovies.com

THE SECOND BEST EXOTIC 
MARIGOLD HOTEL (PG)

MONDAYS 

Commissioner’s 
Meeting, Virginia City

Madison Co. 
Commissioners meet 
every Monday, unless 

noted, public welcome. 
9:30 a.m. Annex Building

TUESDAYS

Fly-tying Roundtable, 
Ennis

Come one, come all. 
Tuesday nights 6:30 - 

8:30 p.m.  Ray Plante's 
cabinet shop at 113 
Antelope Meadows. 

Lego Club, Ennis
Come to the Madison 
Valley Public Library to 
join, build and create 
every Tuesday after 
school until 5 p.m.   

Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Tuesday 
of each month from 

4:30 - 6:30 p.m. in 
County Commissioner’s 

conference room in 
Broadway Annex.

Children's Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City

Every Tuesday at 10:30 
a.m. at the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

WEDNESDAYS

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.

For all ages and skill 
levels - Two Tables
At the Pony School

Info @ 685-3481 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-in, 9:00 

a.m. Meeting, 9:30 a.m. 

MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 
Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley 

Public Library, 10:30 
a.m. 682-7244

Grief Support 
Group, Ennis

Everyone welcome. 
Meets every 

Wednesday, 5:30 
p.m. Madison Valley 

Baptist Church

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF 

EA. MONTH
Regular monthly 

meeting noon at the 
Madison Valley Baptist 

Church on 287 N.

MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley 
Manor SunRoom

FRIDAYS

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 
a.m. Madison Valley 

Public Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts 

live music in the tasting 
room, 5:30 p.m.. See 
the weekly ad on this 
page for performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. See the weekly 

ad on this page for 
weekly performers.
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THURSDAYS ARE NOW 2 STAMP THURSDAY
Come in and get 2 stamps on your loyalty Cards with every drink purChase

SATURDAYS ARE LADIES NIGHT
at willie’s 5:30 – 7:30 pm • $2.00 off all CoCktails

LIVE MUSIC 
friday april 10th: the grangers

friday april 17th: stiff in all the wrong plaCes
friday april 24th: Jay alm

Come join the fun, listen to some great music from 5:30 – 7:30 
and enjoy spirits with a western flavor!

NORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGS

Pool & Cafe 
(September - May)

noon - 10 sat-sun
4-10 thurs-fri-mon

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

    HOURS:

Fri 4/10 Micah Swanson Solo

Fusion Folk

Sat 4/11 - Ian Thomas 

American Roots

Sun 4/12 Britchy     

Original Acoustic Duo

MUSIC THIS WEEKEND:   

2258 Hwy 287  •  842-5543  • Licensed & Insured

High Country Irrigation, 
Landscaping and Nursery

May 9th the Nursery and Garden Center will 
be officially open to the public.

Don’t Forget! 

FREE Gardening 101 Clinic, 
Sunday  April 12th at 1:00 PM
2258 MT HWY 287, Alder, MT 
in the Garden Center Building

You may Pre-register by calling 406-842-5543 
or you may register at the door.

406-581-3531 (cell) or 406-682-7236 (office)
P.O. Box 63 - Ennis, Montana 

bid@3rivers.net

CROY
construction

Licensed - Insured - Professional
 Custom Homes - Residential  - Commercial

Gary Croy 
 owner

DOLPH CONSTRUCTION
DENNIS K. DOLPH & DAN MAGER

Master Carpenters

Custom Framing
Remodeling
Additions
New Construction
Log Homes

Cell (406) 539-7553 or
(406) 531-0085
dolphdennis@yahoo.com

OVER 36 YEARS EXPERIENCE Licensed & Insured

WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 8

Friends of the Sheridan 
Public Library Board 
meeting, Sheridan
4:30 p.m., Sheridan 

Public Library. Friends 
of the Sheridan Public 
Library regular monthly 

board meeting.  We 
meet at the Sheridan 

Library to discuss 
planning for upcoming 
events.  We welcome 

anyone who is interested 
in volunteering for a one-
time event or would like 
to be involved ongoing. 

THURSDAY 
APRIL 9

Madison Valley Book 
Club, Ennis

1 p.m. at Madison Valley 
Public Library. Discussion 
of Don’t Let Me Go by 

Katherine Ryan, led 
by Kevin Brenneke.

FRIDAY
APRIL 10

Ennis School Board 
Meeting, Ennis

2:30 p.m. in high 
school room 3. 

SATURDAY 
APRIL 11

WordSongs: Bringing 
Poetry to Life, Ennis

1 p.m. at Madison Valley 
Library. April is National 
Poetry Month and this 

program helps celebrate 
poetry. The presenter 

is Dave Casserio, 
a former literature 

professor at MSU Billings. 
The duo draws from 
contemporary and 

past poets and poetry 

of diverse cultures and 
subject matter, period 
and themes and fuses 
them with the music 

of jazz, blues, classical 
and folk traditions. The 

presentation is followed 
by audience question 

and answer and 
discussion. This program 

is brought to you by 
the Friends of Madison 

Valley Public Library from 
Humanities Montana.

SUNDAY 
APRIL 12

Gardening Clinic, Alder
1 p.m. free gardening 

101 clinic at High Country 
Irrigation, Landscaping 
and Nursery's location 

in Alder. 2258 MT 
Hwy 287, Alder.

TUESDAY
APRIL 14

EAA meeting, Jeffers
Ennis Arts Association 

will meet at 10:30 a.m. 
at Trinity Church in 

Jeffers. Program is a 
collage workshop by 

Kathy Carpenter Green. 
Bring old photos, scissors 
and a potluck item. For 
more information call 

Kathy at 682-4985.

WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 15

Montana Superhost 
Training, Ennis

9 a.m. Montana 
Superhost training, a 

tourism and hospitality 
program, to be held 

at the El Western 
Conference Center 

at 9 a.m. This is a free 
event. Limited to 

30 participants.  For 
questions and to 

RSVP call 682-4388.

THURSDAY 
APRIL 16

MVHA speaker – history 
of A.M. Welles, Ennis

4 p.m. at First Madison 
Valley Bank. Ann 

Hokanson will give a 
history of the A. M. Welles 
Corp. They are the ones 
that haul Talc from the 
mine above Cameron 

to Three Forks. They also 
do other construction.

FRIDAY 
APRIL 17

Tax Relief Gathering, 
Sheridan

Come join the Friends 
of the Sheridan Library 

at the Episcopal Hall for 
our annual Tax Relief 
Gathering from 6:30 - 
8:30 p.m. There will be 
a selection of wines for 

tasting, an array of foods 
and appetizers and 

music provided by the 
Silver Bow String Quartet. 

Please call 596-7397 
for more information.

SATURDAY 
APRIL 18

Madison and Ruby 
Valley conservation 

districts banquet, 
Virginia City

5:30 p.m., Virginia City 
Elks Lodge. Celebrate 
the 2015 Stewardship 
Award winners, and 
the amazing natural 

resources of our area! 
Enjoy a great dinner 
by the Shovel and 
Spoon and dance 

the night away with 
Little Jane & the Pistol 
Whips! Call 682-3181 
or 842-5741 for tickets 
or more information. 

Chautauqua, 
Virginia City

Potluck dinner at 6:30 
p.m. and performances 

start at 7:30 p.m. 
The Chautauqua 

brings entertainment 
and culture for the 
whole community 

with speakers, 
teachers, musicians, 

entertainers and 
specialists of the day.

TUESDAY 
APRIL 21

Rascals, Ruffians and 
Rebels: Montana 

History, Ennis
6 p.m. in room 19, junior 

high at Ennis School. 
Presented by Gary 

Forney. This workshop 
class will continue to 
explore the lives of a 

few more of the famous 
and the infamous 

characters that shaped 
Montana's turbulent 

early years. Whether you 
were lucky enough to 
have been born here, 
of just lucky enough to 
move here, this class 

will help you to have a 
better understanding 
of early Montana and 

will separate facts 
from popular myths.

FRIDAY 
APRIL 24

Youth writing workshop 
and program, Virginia City

The Elling House Arts 
& Humanities Center 

in Virginia City is 
very pleased to host Tami 

Haaland, Montana's 
Poet Laureate, who 
will be presenting a 
workshop program 
for Madison County 

students 4 p.m.  Each of 
the county high schools 

has been invited to 
send selected students 

to attend, along 
with home-schooled 

students.  The workshop 
will provide students to 
have an introduction 
to poetry and poetry 
writing skills presented 
by one of America's 

most respected poets.

SATURDAY 
APRIL 25

Lions Club Auction, Ennis
9 a.m., Ennis Rodeo 
Polebarn. The Lions 

Auction is a collection of 
donated items collected 
for the past year, stored 

and brought to the 
auction. Items for sale 

are appliances, furniture, 
hardware, building 

materials and other items 
that are donated.  Loren 
Tucker and Dan Reinohl 
will be the auctioneers.  

Lunch will available.  
Come out and support 
the largest Lions Club 
fundraiser of the year.

Spay/Neuter Clinic, Ennis
8:30 a.m. at Ennis 

Town Hall. Low cost 
spay/neuter clinic. 
Call 599-4893 for 

more information.

Liberty Lanes, Ennis
11 a.m., Madison Valley 

Public Library. Robin 
Troy will discuss her 

book Liberty Lanes.  It is 
about a bowling alley in 
a small Montana town 

and how the lives of 
the bowlers intertwine.

TUESDAY 
APRIL 28

Clusters of people to 
globalization, Ennis
6 p.m., Ennis School. 

There will be a discussion 
about mankind being 
dragged, kicking and 
screaming, into each 

new stage of its ongoing 

social evolution.

SATURDAY
MAY 2

Speaker, Ennis
11 a.m. at Madison 
Valley Public Library. 

Patricia Carrick, 
a nurse recently 

returned from Sierra 

Leone, will discuss her 
experiences with Ebola.  
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