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Smart driver class
Thursday April 9 • 9 am - 2 pm

Twin Bridges High School Montana Room
$15 for AARP members, $20 for non-members
This class is a refresher course on driving efficiently 

and safely for people age 50 and older.

Pre-registration: 406-560-1491
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During the Governor’s 
conference on tourism and 
recreation, which was March 
22 – 24 in Helena, the Mon-
tana Heritage Commission’s 
Living History program 
was runner up for the Tour-
ism Event of the Year.

“Even being nominated 
is a great accomplishment,” 
said MHC executive director 
Elijah Allen. “There were only 
five nominations statewide.”

The Living History pro-

gram takes place nearly every 
weekend from May through 
October in Nevada City – 300 
volunteers come from all 
over the state, country and 
world to reenact Montana’s 
early history, Allen said. 

“(The volunteers) help 
with historic interpretations 
of Montana’s early history 
with actual reenactments of 
what happened in the 1860s 
and the Montana vigilantes,” 
Allen said. “We were recog-
nized at the conference as a 
top attraction in Montana.”

Though Fairmont Hot 
Springs was named as 

the top attraction, Allen 
said, the runner up award 
is a “great tribute.”

“It’s a tribute to the volun-
teerism,” Allen said. “People 
come here and get paid nothing 
to reenact Montana’s history.”

MHC chairperson Mari-
lyn Ross said the entire 
commission is “proud” of 
the people who volunteer.

“That program is a huge 
part of what we’re doing at the 
heritage commission and it just 
gets bigger and better every 
year,” she said. “They are huge-
ly important to what the com-
mission believes is one of our 

major roles with this resource.”
Ross said the commission 

strives to use Virginia City 
and Nevada City to explain 
and illustrate Montana’s 
early history, especially to 
school-aged children. She said 
the Living History program 
helps accomplish that.

“It’s one thing to talk about 
cooking on a wood stove, but 
it’s another thing when the 
children can actually do it and 
see it firsthand,” she added. 
“It’s been a very positive thing 
and it is what has made the re-
source – Virginia City and Ne-
vada City – such an attraction.”

Living History program runner up for 
Montana Tourism Event of the Year

“A tribute to the volunteerism”
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On March 25, the Senate 
Finance and Claims Com-
mittee passed Senate Bill 264 
after amending the bill.

Before the committee’s 
amendment, the bill would 
have allocated $835,548 to the 
Montana Heritage Commis-
sion every year for the next 20 

years – the MHC, which is the 
state body that operates Virginia 
City and Nevada City, is not the 
only benefactor of the bill.

SB 264 would re-allocate 
bed tax and vehicle tax funds 
– currently those taxes, which 
total approximately $24 mil-
lion, go directly to the general 
fund. Before the amendment, 
40 percent of those funds would 
stay in the general fund, while 
the remaining 60 percent would 

be invested in tourism and 
preserving Montana’s historical 
infrastructure, like structures in 
Virginia City and Nevada City.

On March 25, however, the 
committee cut the bill – each of 
the seven agencies represented 
will receive 1 percent of the 
$24 million if the bill passes 
the Senate and the House and if 
Governor Steve Bullock signs it 
into law. That way, 93 percent of 
the proceeds will go directly into 

the general fund, instead of the 
originally proposed 40 percent.  

The amended version sets 
an effective date of July 1, 2015, 
and a termination date of July 
1, 20121. So, for the MHC, 1 
percent translates to $240,000 
annually for the next 6 years. 

“We are still very sup-
portive of it,” said MHC chair-
person Marilyn Ross. “Even 
at 1 percent, that pencils out 
around $240,000 to us, which is 

$240,000 more for preservation.”
Ross said the money will 

be earmarked specifically for 
preserving the historic structures.

“Anyone who owns prop-
erty knows how expensive it is to 
maintain,” she said. “We are rais-
ing enough revenue on our own 
to sustain our own operational 
costs, but the preservation of those 
buildings is expensive. It would be 
hugely beneficial to have more sta-
ble revenue we can count on when 

planning our preservation budget.”
Rep. Ray Shaw, R-Sheridan, 

said the bill is “hugely impor-
tant” to Madison County. 

“Let us keep some money 
to put directly back into 
Virginia City (and Nevada 
City),” he said. “We’ll take 
any penny we can get.”

On March 30, the Senate 
passed the bill, which will now 
be voted on in the House before 
moving to Bullock’s desk.

Bill passes committee with cuts, moves through Senate to House
SENATE BILL 264
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House Bill 407, which 
would create a voluntary 
donation that Montana citi-
zens can choose to make when 
registering their vehicles, 
passed its third reading at 
the House on March 27 and 

now moves on to the Senate.
“It is strictly an opt-in 

program,” said Montana 
Heritage Commission chair-
person Marilyn Ross. 

When registering a vehicle, 
residents already have the 
option to make a donation to 
state parks – HB 407 would 
add an option for Montana 
citizens to chose whether or 
not they want to donate $6 
that goes directly to preserv-
ing, repairing and maintaining 
Virginia City and Nevada City.

Ross said she believes 
people who buy and travel in 
motor homes understand they 
are a “wonderful way to travel 
but that they do present some 
problems of their own to the 

HOUSE BILL 407
Bill that has potential to benefit 

MHC with donation dollars 
moves from House to Senate

“People around the 
state really like Virginia 

City and Nevada City.”
~ Representative Ray 

Shaw, House District 71
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The Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory Council 
is ready to move forward assess-
ing the need for mental health 
services in the area – the coun-
cil hopes to have a formal needs 
assessment completed by next 
fall, according to Doris Fischer, 
one member of the council.

“It seems like we’ve been 
doing a lot lately,” Fischer said.

The Madison County com-
missioners created the council 
at the end of December 2013. 

The council’s mission is to 
improve mental health services 
available to Madison County 
residents by expanding those 
services and providing bet-
ter access, Fischer said. 

“In the last few months 
we’ve gone through a brain-
storming process of iden-
tifying priority projects,” 
she said. “We’ve ended up 
with five. We’re looking at 
these as ones that will hope-
fully not be expensive or time 
consuming to implement.”

Though compiling a needs 
assessment is not one of those 

Turn to MCMHLAC on pg. 2

Local mental health council 
sets priority goals
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The Madison County 
commissioners are planning 
to host an open house at their 
new courthouse annex on 
July 4, and construction on 
the building is taking shape.

“We are way excited,” said 

commissioner Jim Hart. “It’s 
going wonderfully well.” 

The commissioners have 
been meeting at the construc-
tion site every other week 
throughout the winter. At 
their most recent walkthrough 
on March 23, Hart said the 
project is coming together. 

“They’ve taped, tex-
tured and painted,” he said. 
“They are doing trim work 
and will start working on 
the f looring and things 
like that fairly soon.”

The commissioners signed 

a contract with general con-
tractors Langlas & Associates 
for the project last June for a 
guaranteed maximum price 
of $4,272,905 and a tenta-
tive completion date in June.

Now, Langlas & Associates 
are saying “pretty confidently” 
that the project will be done the 
third week of May, Hart said. 

“It may take us some time 
to move in,” he said. “Any-
time people want to come 
take a stroll through they 
should. It’s a terrific time to 
do that. Folks need to see it.”

Construction on the courthouse annex estimated 
to be done third week of May

FINISHING TOUCHES

Turn to HB407 on pg. 2

Courtesy of Elijah Allen
Volunteers from all over the world spend summers in Virginia City and Nevada City illustrating Montana’s early history on Living History weekends.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian
The new courthouse annex is 
taking shape and passersby can 
easily visualize how the structure 
will look when completed.
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Custom Building & Design

Conventional Frame Homes
Commercial

Remodels & Additions
Hand-crafted Log Homes

Custom Building & Design

All phases of construction,
design and consulting

brad bullock 581-4117  |  ken evans 490-2758  |  office 682-7942
p.o. box 1444 Ennis, MT 59729

Rates subject to change without notice,  APR calculation is based on a $200,000.00 loan amount with a 1% 
loan origination fee, $295.00 document processing fee,  Mers fee $11.95, $15.00 flood determination fee, $4.00 
transcript fee, 15 days of prepaid interest and *discount point fee as stated above.

30 Years - .000% Points
3.750% Rate   3.846%  APR

Conforming Mortgage Fixed Rates

www.bankingonthefuture.com

Office: 406.682.4215 • Toll Free: 888.622.4215 
213 E. Main St • Ennis, MT 59729

AUTO LOANS
AS 

LOW AS 

4.5%rate

4.879%APR
Rates subject to change without notice. APR calculation 
based on $20,000.00 loan amount with a $149.00 loan fee, 
48 payments of $459.67 on approved credit.

If you haven’t enrolled for 
E-Statement delivery, the time is now. 

Your statements will be made available to you at the touch 
of a button ... no more waiting for the 

mail and, most importantly, it’s paperless! 
Thank you for banking with www.bankingonthefuture.com

15 Years - .000% Points
2.990% Rate   3.158% APR

FULL SERVICE DRYWALL, PLASTER & STUCCO

406-596-3137

HARDY 
DRYWALL
They’re all after 

me drywallin’ 
service! 

it’s like gold!

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

A2

522-8888
280 W Kagy Blvd, Suite B, Bozeman, MT.

www.20TwentyMT.com
Most insurances accepted including VSP & EyeMed

Dr. Sarah E. Hill O.D., F.A.A.O., F.C.O.V.D. Dr. Sarah Q. Kirkpatrick O.D., F.A.A.O.

20|Twenty Eyecare Services Include:
Vision & Eye Health Exams

Children's Vision
Latest Technology for Treatment of Eye Disease 

Contact Lenses
Vision Therapy

Come see our collection of over
20 designer frame brands. 

How well do YOU know 
Madison County?

THIS WEEK’S CONTEST 

IS SPONSORED BY 

The Shovel & Spoon, 

Sheridan MT

Here’s a tricky one! 
Thanks to Carol Delisi 

we have this awesome 
image to share with 
you. Who recognizes 
this view? Call 682-

7755 with your guess!

resources where they visit.”
She said she believes that 

understanding may motivate 
some people to opt into the 
donation if it is an option.

“Eventually that money 
will circle around and come 

back to the heritage com-
mission if it does pass,” 
Ross said. “Though we will 
not see that immediately.”

The bill is still in its 
beginning stages – though it 
has passed the House, it now 
must pass the Senate before 

landing on the Governor’s 
desk. The first reading in the 
Senate is not yet scheduled.

Rep. Ray Shaw, R-Sheridan, 
co-sponsored the bill with Rep. 
Virginia Court, D-Billings. 
Shaw said he believes the 
bill has the potential to give 

a “huge boost” to the area. 
“People around the 

state really like Virginia 
City and Nevada City,” he 
said. “Believe it or not, we 
could get a lot of dollars.”

HB407 from pg. 1

priority projects, Fischer 
said it is an important step.

“This is a longer-term effort, 
but we did agree to under-
take a county-wide mental 
health needs assessment,” she 
said. “We’re going to do it 
ourselves, but we will hope-
fully get some help from Boise 
State University to develop 
standardized questions and 
some of the technology.”

The needs assessment 
will give the council a start-
ing point for implementing 
the kind of services they want 
to see in Madison County. 
More specifically, commis-
sioner Jim Hart, who is also 
a member of the council, said 
Madison County is not severely 
lacking in services, but that 
“folks tend not to be aware 
of how much is available.”

“There is a lack, to some 
degree, for mental health servic-
es,” Hart added. “But I think it’s 
more that folks are not aware 
that the services are out there.”

The council’s first step was 
printing a resource directory 
that gives Madison County 
residents an easy flow chart 
to follow with instructions 

of numbers to call in mental 
health crises or situations.

Fischer said the resource 
directory is available at 
numerous public locations in 
Madison County, including 
libraries, schools, hospitals, 
medical clinics, pharma-
cies and some county offices. 
Anyone who wants a copy can 
contact Lisa Brubaker at 843-
5249 or Fischer at 842-7161.

Priority projects
The first priority Fischer 

listed was to promote public 
awareness and understanding 
about mental health issues.

“We want to promote height-
ened awareness through train-
ing opportunities,” Fischer said. 
“For example, we held a train-
ing through Ennis Continuing 
Education last October and we 
would like to do more of those.”

Fischer said a number of 
council members traveled to 
Barrett Hospital in Dillon 
recently and attended an hour-
long training that was oriented 
toward suicide prevention.

Another priority is reaching 
out to area schools to educate 
students about mental health 
and mental illness. One way 

the council is doing that is 
by planning to host country 
music singer and speaker Jason 
DeShaw in May – DeShaw 
grew up in Montana and his 
performance includes singing, 
playing guitar and telling his 
story about living with a mental 
illness, Fischer explained.

“He has agreed to perform at 
the Sheridan Elementary School 
gymnasium and earlier in the 
day, before the performance, 
he will speak in an assembly 
to high school students,” she 
said. “The commissioners 
were willing to sign off on 
a grant application to 3Riv-
ers (Communications) to get 
funding to make it happen … 
we should know in the next 
month if we get (the grant).”

The council also wants to 
reach out to the senior com-
munity in Madison County.

“There are certain types 
of mental health counseling 
that are funded by Medicare,” 
Fischer explained. “We want to 
make seniors aware of that.”

The fourth priority proj-
ect is the potential creation 
of a volunteer crisis response 
team. Currently, if a Madison 
County resident has a mental 

health crisis and calls for help, 
Fischer said it can take sev-
eral hours for a professional 
crisis response team to come 
out from Bozeman or Butte.

“We’d like to explore the 
option of establishing one in 
the county,” she said. “It would 
mean getting folks trained who 
are willing to be additional 
first responders if someone is 
in a mental health crisis.”

The first Saturday of every 
month, the Madison Valley 
Public Library in Ennis hosts 
a discussion about a mental 
health topic. Fischer said the 
group’s final priority project 
is to expand on that series and 
take it to both the Sheridan and 
Twin Bridges public libraries. 

Fischer said the council split 
into committees to tackle each 
priority project and come up 
with a formal plan of action, 
which is still being discussed.

According to Hart, one 
of the difficulties the board 
faces is the stigma associ-
ated with mental illness. 

“We want to make folks 
aware it is a real thing,” he said. 
“There is an amazing amount 
of energy on the board.”

MCMHLAC from pg. 1

Wahoo! Tena Knobeloch of Sheridan correctly identified last week’s 
photo as Central City, located between Virginia City and Nevada City. 

Good job, Tena! Head to the Shovel and Spoon to collect your prize!

Senator Debby Barrett
Senate District 36

 
 Last Friday, the Sen-

ate heard Senate Bill 405, Ed 
Buttrey, R-Great Falls, The 
Health and Economic Liveli-
hood Partnership, which is a 
proposal to expand Medicaid 
in Montana. This proposal 
was just introduced into the 
legislature a few weeks ago, 
and we have been analyzing 
the bill since its introduction 
to weigh all the potential costs 
and benefits. However, while 
this proposal is touted by its 
proponent as a “conservative 
solution” to improve health-
care access in Montana, there 
are some serious concerns 
within the Majority Caucus. 

When 
opening 
on his 
bill, the 
sponsor 
mentioned 
“we” “us” 
and “our 
proposal” 
over 11 

times, yet he failed to inform us 
just who “we” is. For all practi-
cal purposes, we know that no 
other legislators, legislative 
staff, nor the public was al-
lowed at this negotiation table. 

Though this has been 
deemed by the media as a 
compromise and a conservative 

plan, is it really? When dealing 
with a group of like-minded 
negotiators, is there a need 
for compromise? And most 
strangely, the crucial conserva-
tive component of tort reform 
is the first thing the sponsor is 
willing to sacrifice. It’s appar-
ent that SB 405 is becoming 
more and more reminiscent of 
the pension “fix” debacle of 
the 2013 legislature, which is 
now awaiting its fate in court.  

In addition to the concerns 
of bad policy SB 405 was 
drafted off-sight by the industry 
that primarily benefits from the 
influx of federal dollars. This 
causes many to question wheth-
er the policy is best for the peo-
ple of Montana, or the people 
who benefit financially from it. 
Second, there is also an ongo-
ing concern with any Medicaid 
expansion proposal that tying 
the health insurance of 50,000 
Montanans to unreliable federal 
funds is an unwise decision.

Though there is little sup-
port for SB 405 among Sen-
ate Republicans, members 
of the Senate Majority did 
make attempts during the 
floor debate last Friday to 
improve the proposal. Four 
amendments were offered by 
Republican senators during 
second reading, in attempts 
to limit the potential damage 
of SB 405 if signed into law.  

The four amendments 

brought forward by the Sen-
ate Majority sought to address 
some of the biggest concerns 
plaguing healthcare in Mon-
tana. The various amendments 
to SB 405 attempted to: 1.) 
incentivize Medicaid enroll-
ees to eventually get private 
insurance, 2.) ensure current 
disabled Medicaid enrollees 
aren’t stuck at the bottom of 
waiting lists, 3.) reduce costs 
through uncompensated care 
and 4.) ensure the bills tort 
reform provision isn’t tossed out 
if the bill is challenged in court. 

 The final amendment 
proposed to SB 405 last Friday 
offered up by Senator Kris 
Hansen, R-Havre, was one of 
the most important to address-
ing the costs of healthcare in 
Montana. In its current form, 
SB 405 could pass the legis-
lature and if any part of the 
bill were to be challenged 
and sent to court, the court 
could throw out whatever 
part of the bill they don’t like, 
while the rest stays intact.  

One of the most legally 
controversial portions of the 
bill is a provision that would 
reduce the burden on doctors 
to practice defensive medicine. 
In America’s legal culture, 
doctors are exposed to potential 
lawsuits, as it is very easy for a 
person to claim malpractice if 
something goes wrong during 
or after a procedure. This expo-

sure to potential lawsuits causes 
the rampant practices of defen-
sive medicine in our hospitals 
and doctors offices, causing 
healthcare costs to skyrocket. 

Hansen’s amendment sought 
to ensure that the lawsuit 
reform provision contained in 
SB 405 cannot be thrown out 
itself if the bill is challenged in 
court, as that is one of the few 
provisions in the bill that ad-
dresses the costs of healthcare. 
As Hansen stated on the floor, 
“This crucial conservative 
component is already on the 
chopping block by the sponsor,” 
meaning the sponsor of SB 405 
is willing to sacrifice one of 
the only conservative pieces of 
the bill before it’s even passed 
the legislature. The Republican 
Party has long been dedicated 
to reducing the cost of health-
care through lawsuit reform, 
and Hansen’s amendment to SB 
405 is proof of our dedication.  

None of the four amend-
ments to SB 405 offered up by 
the Majority Caucus received 
the necessary 25 votes to 
survive, but it’s important that 
the people of Montana know 
the Senate Republicans are 
dedicated to doing all that we 
can to improve this proposal 
before it is advanced. We are 
still uncertain of the fate of SB 
405, but I think it’s safe to say 
that it has little support among 
the Senate Majority caucus. 

Doing our best to fix bad proposals

Sen. Debby Barrett
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In just two or three short weeks, the construction of the addition on the Thompson-Hickman County Library will be finished, according to assistant librarian Christina Koch.
“We do not have an exact completion date, but it will be two to three weeks from now,” Koch told The Madisonian. “Then we will have to move all of our furniture, purchase more furniture and set everything up.”
The project commenced in October 2014 with a tentative timeline of 25 weeks and an approximate price tag of $578,000. Contractors G&G 
Housing out of Whitehall have been working throughout the winter to complete the addition on schedule.

Abigail Dennis 
The Madisonian

a.dennis@madisoniannews.com

Members of the En-
nis Senior Center, Inc., ap-
proached the Madison County 
commissioners on March 31 
to explain the Ennis Senior 
Center project and request 
financial help from the county.

“So why are we here to-
day?” John Heckler, member 
of the Ennis Senior Center, 
Inc., asked the commission-
ers. “One reason is to tell you 
what we’re doing. The second 
thing is this … we are here 
with our hat in our hand ask-
ing for assistance from you.” 

A group of dedicated Ennis 
citizens have been working 
toward the creation of a senior 
center in town for years, ac-
cording to Bob Loveland. Ap-
proximately a year ago, those 
dreams became more concrete 

and the group started look-
ing seriously at a few options 
– building a new structure, 
renovating an existing struc-
ture, or renovating and adding 
on to an existing structure.

“Financially it came down 
to one option,” Loveland, who 
is also on the Ennis Senior Cen-
ter board, said. “We’re getting 
the Pit Stop Pizza restaurant 
in Ennis and renovating it.”

Though the project is be-
ing spearheaded by the En-
nis Senior Center, Inc., the 
town is lending a hand and is 
less than a month away from 
submitting a Community 
Development Block Grant, 
with the hope it will help fund 
the project. With or without 
the grant funds, however, 
Heckler said there will be an 
operational senior center in 
Ennis by the end of 2015.

According to board presi-

dent Lynn Foreman, the Ennis 
Senior Center, Inc., is ap-
proximately a week away from 
becoming an official non-profit.

“We have nine board mem-
bers and a wealth of expertise 
among us that makes us able to 
provide direction and run the 
operation of a senior center,” 

Foreman said. “Our main 
goal is to have an operational 
senior center by the end of this 
(calendar) year with or without 
the (CDBG) money. If we get 
the grant, we will be able to 
accelerate the expansion by 
adding some office space and 
then eventually enlarging the 
space for recreational use.”

Heckler said the group 
understands the commissioners 
must consider every community 
in the county when deciding 
whether or not to contribute 
to the project financially.

“We’re convinced we are 
going to do this with or without 
you,” he said to the commis-
sioners. “We will have an 
operational center by the end of 
this year. It may just have one 
pot of coffee and a few people 
to greet seniors, but it will be 
operational … we can do it 
faster and better with you.”

Commissioner Dave 
Schulz said he is “very ex-
cited” about the project.

“(Commissioner Jim 
Hart) works closely with you 
guys,” Schulz said. “(Com-
missioner Ron Nye) works 
closely on the senior center 
project in Twin Bridges. I 
work closely in Sheridan. We 
all have a vested interested in 
working with our seniors.”

Schulz said he was not 
inclined to commit any funds 
at the time because he be-
lieves the commissioners must 
consider helping out all the 
senior entities in the county 
if they decide to help one.

“As of today, how-
ever, you have my stron-
gest interest,” he said. 

Commissioner Jim Hart 
agreed with Schulz and said the 
board would give the request 
“favorable consideration.”

“We aren’t here to say we 
need money today,” Heckler 
said. “During your current 
budget planning, if anything is 
made available, that’s great.”

Ennis Senior Center, Inc., 
board member Bernie Oglietti 
pointed out the fact that a 
senior center is an economic 
development investment.

“People who live here and 
people who want to move here 
often base quality of life on the 
quality of public institutions,” 
Oglietti said. “In Ennis, our 
school, our library, our medi-
cal center, our fire stations, 
our quasi-public institutions 
like the movie theater and 
new restaurants are good. But 
another institution that people 
look at when they look for 
public amenities is a senior 
center. It’s money well invested 
in economic development.”

Ennis Senior Center, Inc., requests financial assistance from commissioners

“But another 
institution that people 
look at when they look 

for public amenities 
is a senior center. It’s 

money well invested in 
economic development.”

 ~ Bernie Oglietti, 
Ennis Senior Center, Inc.

END IN SIGHT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF LIBRARY ADDITION
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All long-term care facilities – 
like nursing homes – are subject 
to yearly health and life safety 
surveys through the Department 
of Health and Human Services. 
In Sheridan, the Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Center was 
visited by four state surveyors 
for three days in December, and 
recently received the results of 
that survey, according to ad-
ministrator John Semingson.

“We never do as well as 

we would like,” Semingson 
acknowledged. “We ended up 
with eight deficiencies on the 
health survey side, which is 
about average in the state … we 
had one life safety deficiency.”

Semingson explained the 
surveyors examine more than 
400 things when spending time 
at the nursing home and rank 
deficiencies on a scale from A to 
J, with J being the most severe.

“If we would ever get a J, we 
would be shut down instantly,” 
Semingson said. “We had one 
E and seven Bs … the sever-
ity level was not that bad.”

For example, the life safety 
deficiency was because one 
surveyor spotted some lint 
on a sprinkler head in the 
kitchen, Semingson said. 

“That’s how detailed they 
are when they come in,” he said. 
“Of the 400 plus things that the 
surveyors come in to look at 
annually, having them find eight 
out of that many is not bad.”

Semingson approached 
the Madison County Com-
missioners during the March 
16 meeting to explain how the 
nursing home is going to ad-
dress all the deficiencies with 

a formal plan of correction.
“(The deficiencies) were all 

fairly minimal issues,” said com-
missioner Dave Schulz. “They 
have responded with how they 
will mitigate all those concerns.”

Semingson said another 
example of a deficiency was 
when one of the nurses was 
cited for entering a resident 
room without knocking first. 

“The thing is, that resident 
is extremely hard of hear-
ing, which is why she entered 
without knocking or announc-
ing herself,” he said. “In order 
to get that resident’s attention, 

you have to be present right 
there. That one is an easy fix … 
Just say our nurses will always 
knock and announce themselves 
before they go in a room.”

Overall, the TRMCC is run-
ning “very well,” Semingson said. 

“We’re very fortunate to have 
a group of employees that are 
dedicated to taking care of the 
residents in the building,” he said. 
“We become more of a family to 
the residents than anything else. 
Our staff gets to know them and 
know what they like and dislike. 
It becomes like a large family.”

Schluz added another point 

that he said he is proud of.
“We haven’t had to hire many 

travelers to fill in shifts – the staff 
is our staff,” he said. “Even with 
a lot of sickness this winter, the 
biggest majority of employees 
are our regular staff. Travelers 
or agencies can cost as much as 
200 percent more that what our 
regular staff is being paid.”

Moving forward, Seming-
son said the deficiencies will 
be used as learning tools.

“We strive for perfection,” 
he said. “When something is 
cited, we say, ‘there’s room for 
improvement’ and improve.”

Sheridan nursing home receives results from annual survey

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian

Around Forest Service roadways, logging projects can assist with hazard tree reduction, Madison District Ranger Dale Olson said. 
“There are a lot of dead trees out there, so in places where we have that situation we are going in there and felling those trees,” Olson explained. “One way to do that is through 

a timber sale. Generally a mill company will come in and bid on a set amount of board feet … the forest roads get cleaned up and the mill makes a profit.”
On March 18, Olson took The Madisonian up South Meadow Creek in the Tobacco Root Mountains to see a logging project firsthand. The Tobacco Root project 

is nearing completion, but another project may start up Standard Creek in the West Fork area later this summer, Olson said. 
“RY Timber bought both of last year’s timber sales,” Olson said. “The sale is always for a certain amount of board feet and a mill buys a certain amount of timber … It is up to them when they log it.”

The logging operation up South Meadow Creek involved three machines and three operators – first, a feller buncher cuts the trees and gathers them in bunches. Then, a grapple 
skidder collects the fallen trees in stacks and finally, a stroke de-limber strips the limbs from the fallen trees, cuts them to set lengths and re-stacks them.

Olson said RY Timber said they will most likely begin logging Standard Creek later this summer. 

LOGGING the FOREST

Abigail Dennis 
The Madisonian

a.dennis@madisoniannews.com

Photos courtesy Christina Koch

 Stroke de-limber Feller buncher
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201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

R e n t a l s

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Now open Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

RENTING: THE RIGHT WAY TO GET THINGS DONE

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Call for availability!

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by noon and 
return Monday morning for a 1 day rate!

K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

Saturday, April 11th - 4:30 p.m.
Ennis Assembly of God Church

402 Madison Ave.
Meal to follow

Brad 
Bradshaw 
Memorial 

Service

x

First and foremost I would like thank everyone for all their support and well wishes 
with my appointment to Interim Mayor for the Town of Sheridan. This support is 

important to me during this transition. Also, I would like to thank everyone for their 
patience during this construction project. I know that it is tough on our citizens, but 

even more so for our Main Street businesses. A few months of inconvenience will create 
a lifetime of pleasure for those of us who live here and tourists passing through. During 
my last conversation with the General Contractor it was stated that they were back on 

schedule.  

Sincerely, Tom Shaffer

Thank you!

Dear Editor,

The Montana republi-
can House and Senate voted 
party line to ban local mini-
mum wage laws. They do 
not want people in Montana 
to make a living wage.

In 2012, Wal-Mart prof-
ited $17 billion and the CEO 
was paid $23.2 million. The 
CEO got a raise to $25.6 
million in 2014. Wal-Mart’s 
low wageworkers cost tax-
payers an estimated $6.2 
billion in public assistance a 
year. Average hourly wage is 

$11.83. Not a living wage. 
There are 12 Wal-

Marts in Montana.
The fast food industry, 

from burgers, tacos, donuts, 
pizzas and ice cream, cost 
American taxpayers nearly $7 
billion a year for low wage-
workers public assistance, 
while fast food corporations 
take in hundreds of billions 
year after year in profits.

Our pro business Montana 
republican House and Sen-
ate are not working for the 
people, but for the American 
Legislative Exchange Council. 

ALEC: low wages for workers 
but high profits for corpora-
tions. An ALEC bill, the right 
to work bill, is not a bill that 
helps workers, but a bill that 
gives corporations the power 
to pay low wages, to cut wag-
es, fire their employees for no 
reason and take away vacation 
time and benefits. Wisconsin 
Governor Scott Walker, who 
is thinking of a 2016 presi-
dential run, signed ALEC’s 
right to work bill into law. 

Paul Ryan’s budget: $759 
billion in corporate welfare 
and the winners are private 

jet owners, oil companies 
and hedge fund managers. It 
cuts $734 billion for fami-
lies. The losers are seniors, 
poor children and students. 
Senator Steve Daines and 
Representative Ryan Zinke 
support the Ryan budget. Now 
ask yourself, who is really 
not working for the people? 
Voters have the power to vote 
for candidates that really are 
working for the people.

Judith M. Wiancko
Ennis

Who is working for the people?
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There’s a 
light at the 
end of  
the
Construction!

Worth the Trek!

10% off
When you mention this ad

406-842-7702    
kindred@3rivers.net

101 Mill St., Sheridan MT

By Carol Hagan

   
Kevin Allen, project manager for Helena Sand and Gravel, is keeping 

us updated so we can share the news with you guys here.

WORK COMPLETED MARCH 23 TO MARCH 27

• Completed excavation Hamilton Street South
• Removed sidewalk east side Hamilton Street South
• Storm drain installation north of Mill Creek
• Storm drain installation from Water Street to Hamilton Street
• Shoulder widening embankment South of Sheridan
• Head walls RCP crossings

SCHEDULED WORK MARCH 30 TO APRIL 3

• Shoulder widening crushed aggregate placement south of Sheridan
• Excavation north of project to Hamilton Street
• Continue on storm drain from Hamilton Street to Poppleton

Sunrise services on April 5
Submitted by Pastor Greg Ledgerwood

Ennis Assembly of God

Several Madison Val-
ley churches will be com-
ing together to celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ on 
April 5 at 7 a.m. This year’s 
location is at the Madison 
Meadows golf clubhouse. At-
tendees are encouraged to dress 
warm – it is an outdoor event.

Music will be provided by 
Jim Forsberg with congregation-
al singing and special numbers 
by the Presbytunes, the choir 
of the Madison Valley Presby-
terian Church. Clergy involved 
are from the Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Madison Valley Baptist 
Church and Ennis Assembly of 

God. The community is encour-
aged to come out and watch the 
sunrise while we celebrate the 
new life we have in Jesus Christ.

There will be breakfast 
and a time of fellowship at 
Ennis Assembly of God fol-
lowing the service. Contact 
Pastor Greg Ledgerwood at 
682-4197 with any questions.

Application deadline
Submitted by Laura Gilmore 

Madison Valley Woman’s Club

The deadline is fast ap-
proaching to turn in scholarship 
applications to the Madison Val-
ley Woman’s Club. Students can 
pick up applications at RE/MAX 
Mountain Property, Nearly 

New Shoppe or online at en-
nisschools.org. All applications 
must be turned in by April 15.

Prudential now Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices

Submitted by Mary Bentley
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices

Berkshire Hathaway Home-
Services, part of the HSF Affili-
ates LLC family of real estate 
brokerage franchise networks, 
announced that Prudential 
Montana Real Estate has joined 
the network and is operating as 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices as of March 31, 2015. The 
independently owned brokerage, 
whose heritage dates back to the 

late 1950s, generated $664 mil-
lion in sales volume and 2,401 
closed units in 2014. Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices has 
grown to nearly 35,000 agents 
and 1,100 offices operating in 
47 states since its launch in 
September 2013. The network 
last year was named “Startup of 
the Year” among entrants from a 
wide range of U.S. industries in 
the American Business Awards 
Stevie Awards competition.

Sheridan kindergarten 
round up

Submitted by Laurie Bartoletti
Sheridan Schools

Sheridan School’s kinder-
garten round up will be held 
Monday, April 13 at 9:15 a.m. 
or 2 p.m. in the school lunch-
room. Bring the whole fam-
ily – refreshments served.

Parents/guardians, please 

bring an immunization record 
and birth certificate. Most of 
all – bring your kids to tour 
the kindergarten room and 
school. If you are unable to 
attend or for more informa-
tion, contact Laurie Barto-
letti at 842-5401 (ext. 120).

Customer service training 
in Ennis on April 15

Submitted by Kenzi Clark
Ennis Chamber of Commerce

Representatives of local 
convenience stores, lodging 
properties, visitor information 
centers, museums, outfitters, 
restaurants and any business 
greeting visitors to the area 
are invited, free of charge, to 
attend the new 406 Hospital-
ity seminar in Ennis. Busi-
ness owners, managers and 
front-line staff are encouraged 
to attend together. The En-

nis Chamber of Commerce 
will host the training at the El 
Western Conference Center, 
4787 U.S. Highway 287 N, En-
nis, on Wednesday, April 15, 
2015,  from 9 a.m. to noon. Call 
Kenzi Clark with any questions 
and to pre-register at 682-4388.

All-class reunion 
in Sheridan

Submitted by Linda Day

The 2015 Sheridan all-class 
reunion is planned to coincide 
with the annual Sheridan Sum-
merfest on July 31 and Aug. 1 
and 2. Representatives from 
all classes are asked to please 
contact your class members 
and friends to inform them of 
the weekend’s activities. We 
hope to make this weekend 
a memorable event for all. 
Continue to watch for activi-
ties and schedule of events.

Photos courtesy Donna Fraser

Alder fifth-grader Christo-
pher Fraser won an essay contest 
about the pledge of allegiance, 
hosted by the Elk’s Lodge in 
Virginia City. Both Fraser and 
his classmate, sixth-grader 
Coleman Gilman, read their 
essays on Tuesday, March 24.

The following is Fraser’s essay:

The pledge of 
allegiance

By Christopher Fraser
The pledge of allegiance 

means I am pledging myself 
to my country. I am giv-

ing an oath to be respectful 
and not betray my country, 
and to never go against the 
United States of America.

The flag was made in 1777. 
Betsy Ross was asked to make 
the flag as a symbol of our 
country. The pledge of al-
legiance got started because 
we won in the war. The pledge 
of allegiance was first said 
in 1892. There are 13 stripes 
for the 13 colonies who went 
against the king’s commands. 
We still honor them today.

Some of the words in the 
pledge of allegiance are lib-
erty and justice. Some of our 
freedoms are the freedom 
of speech, freedom of press, 
freedom of religion and freedom 

of assembly. Liberty means to 
create peace and to let people 
be free. Justice means to treat 
everyone the same way and 
not to single anyone out. The 
pledge of allegiance means to 
be respectful of other people’s 
beliefs. It means not to say we 
are right and they are wrong.

In the pledge of allegiance 
another word is indivisible. 
It means we are together in 
any kind of fight. The people 
who fought for us persevered 
through all the wars we fought 
through and even died for us. 
They had great respect for 
our country and our flag. Way 
say the pledge every morning 
at school. I am glad it means 
something to our country.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Submitted by Janet Doornbos
Thompson-Hickman 

County Library Board

As recently reported in 
The Madisonian, the new ad-
dition to the old Thompson-
Hickman County Library here 
in Virginia City is rapidly 
taking shape – windows and 
doors are in and the stone 
veneer is looking great. 
The construction sched-
ule and budget are holding 
fast with the library board 

and staff working closely 
with the construction con-
tractor Gary Housman and 
fundraising consultant Jim 
Jarvis to complete the project 
on time and on budget.  

While exterior and inte-
rior f inishes and systems are 
being completed, the board 
continues to pursue additional 
funding to furnish and equip 
the addition and restore the 
original library to its former 
glory as a reading room. We 

envision a soft opening in 
July with the entire proj-
ect – including the restored 
reading room – completed 
by the end of the year. 

Next time you are in Vir-
ginia City, please stop by and 
see your library taking shape.  

*Editor’s note: We have 
a quick update about the 
addition on page three of 
this edition of the paper.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian

Thompson-Hickman addition taking shape
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Where’s Melinda?

406.596.4288  |  WWW.PRUMT.COM  |  MELINDA.MERRILL@PRUMT.COM

s Melinda

All information contained herein is derived from sources deemed reliable, however, is not guaranteed by Prudential Mon-
tana Real Estate, Manager Broker, Agents or Sellers. Offering is subject to error, omissions, prior sales, price change or 
withdrawal without notice and approval of purchase by Seller. We urge independent verification of each and every items 
submitted, to the satisfaction of any prospective purchaser.

Melinda Merrill, Broker

The market it changing and 
so is our name!  It is time to 

take advantage of the energy, 
advertising and new marketing 

techniques and list your 
properties!!  Call me today for 
a FREE market analysis and a 
valuation of your real estate 

investment! 
JUST LISTED!!!! 20 acres bordering State land  -  

$89,000
47+ acres on your way to Axolotl 

Lakes  -  $199,000
2 parcels, 11+ acres with CREEK  -  

$179,000
2 bed-2bath home 2 lots  -  

$279,000

The Madison Valley Manor Auxiliary is one of those organizations that has been 
around a long time, but is not well known.  This organization started in 1978 with 
the opening of the Manor and has been active the entire time.  Over the years the 

members have provided personal contact and support for the residents.  They have 
provided needed items for the Manor such as physical therapy equipment, big screen 

television, blanket warmer, as well as Christmas gifts, birthday presents, the daily 
newspaper and money to the Activities Department.  Membership has dwindled 

over the years from the approximately 117 members at inception to 15 dedicated 
individuals that keep it currently running.  The needs of the residents are the same, 
they still need to be cared for and remembered.  Auxiliary members volunteer their 
time to help with activities at the Manor, this includes outings, reading, games, and 
sometimes just listening.  They also are involved in fundraising to help provide some 
of the extra items that make the residents’ lives more comfortable.  If you would like 
to volunteer their monthly meeting is held the first Thursday of each month at 1 p.m. 
in the sunroom at the Manor.  For more information you may contact Cherrie Zitting, 

Auxiliary President at 682-5409.

AUXILIARY

406.682.4136
104 Main Street  ~  Ennis, Montana

STERLING SILVER JEWELRY at
 WHOLESALE PRICES

and more! Benjie’s has gifts galore!

Great Gift Selection 
Everyday is a sale day!

GREAT PRICES!
29 years on Main Street & going strong!

Closed Sundays  •  10 am - 5 pm

 WHOLESALE PRICES
and more! Benjie’s has gifts galore!

29 years on Main Street & going strong!

Closed Sundays  

COMPUTER  HELP
 • Networking
  •Troubleshooting
   • Repair

Peter Rogstad
406-682-5403 • ennis1@3rivers.net

BENEFIS HEALTH SYSTEM is recruiting for a full time 
RN and registry LPNs to complete a team approach in serv-
ing the Elkhorn Treatment Center in Boulder, MT. 
The full time position includes benefits, and there is a $2500 
sign-on bonus with 2-year commitment.  The full time position 
has a varied schedule and works some weekends on a rotational 
basis with other staff members.  For more information on join-
ing the Benefis Health System, Elkhorn Treatment Center team, 
please call our office 406-771-9610 or apply online at www.
benefis.org/jobs.  Benefis is an equal opportunity employer.

Submitted by Cindy Pederson
Ennis Schools

On March 16 – 20, Ennis 
Schools participated in Read 
Across America. We set a goal 
to read 25,000 pages during 
the week and ended up reading 
49,678 pages. This averaged out 

to 198 pages per student. Each 
classroom decorated their door as 
their favorite book. We had doors 
decorated from “Little House on 
the Prairie” to “Cujo.” Students 
dressed up each day, with Friday 
being the big storybook charac-
ter day. Prizes were awarded for 
participation in the dress up days 

and reading. The class that read 
the most pages got to duct tape 
Jared Smithson to the wall. A stu-
dent in each class with the most 
Accelerated Reader points got to 
throw a cream pie at Paul Bills. A 
final performance from Foot-
loose was performed by principal 
Brian Hilton and the teachers. 

READ A THON in ENNIS
Photos courtesy of Katie Schabarker

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

The | LOOP
BENEFIS HEALTH SYSTEM
RN and registry LPNs 
ing the Elkhorn Treatment Center in Boulder, MT. 
The ful
sign-on bonus with 2-year commitment.

Schools participated in Read 
Across America. We set a goal 
to read 25,000 pages during 
the week and ended up reading 
49,678 pages. This averaged out 

Summer Edition is coming!
2015

Give us a call if you’re interested! 
682-7755

We’ve added Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport as a 
distribution point, which means your advertisement will get 
in the hands of Montana travelers from all over the globe!
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Bhhsmt.com 
Ennis: 406.682.5002 | Sheridan: 406.842.5650 

Twin Bridges: 406.684.5686
© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices  

symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.

Jeffers Road West, Ennis
Unique 2 bd, 4 ba, 3 story home, apartment on main 
floor, full living qrts on 2nd floor, and look out on 3rd 
floor, full shop and refurbished trolley car

$875,000 • #195361 • 406.682.5002

Buffalo Lance, Cameron
2 bd, 1 ba, 1,089± sf, 70± acres (3 lots), borders US 
Forest Service property, native grasses, partly wooded

$749,000 • #184236 • 406.682.5002

Alder Creek, Alder
12 – 23± acre lots, enjoy Alder Creek frontage, abundant 
wildlife, power to the lots, some lots located next to BLM

STARTING AT $74,900 • 406.682.5002

The market is changing 
and so is our name.
Prudential Montana Real Estate is proud to 
become Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Montana Properties. 
Coming April 1st.

Centennial Avenue, Sheridan
Nicely Maintained 3 bd, 2 ba 1,444± sf, open concept 
living, dining & kitchen with vaulted ceiling,
warm wood accents throughout, lg. master bathrm

$193,000 • #204048 • 406.842.5650

NEW LISTING

West 5th Avenue, Twin Bridges
Good value for 3 bd, 1 bath 1,640± sf home 
on this size lot but needs some TLC, newer water 
heater, frig, range & new floor in bathroom

$49,900 • #203917 • 406.684.5686

NEW LISTING

Shining Mountains II, Ennis
11.73± acres, Cold Spring Creek, willow trees, massive 
Madison Range views, seasonal irrigation water, access 
to Haypress Lakes

$179,000 • #204105 • 406.682.5002

NEW LISTING

W E E K LY DI N I NG 
SP EC I A L S

Wednesday - Prime Rib Wednesday $19.95
Thursday - Three Course Thursday $25.00

Sunday - All You Can Eat Crab $34.95

5 North Main St reet   |   Three Fork s, Montana 
4 0 6 . 2 8 5 . 6 5 1 5   |  w w w.sacajawea hotel .com

APRIL BANDS 
3rd: Diamond Rock & Soul • 4th: Exit 288 • 10th: Sunrise Karaoke • 11th: Comstock Load 

17th: Sugar Daddies • 18th: Frank Keys •  24th: Sunrise Karaoke • 25th: Laney Lou & the Bird Dogs

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH - MAY 10
Join us for a special Mother’s Day brunch to celebrate our wonderful moms! We will have  

all of the Sunday brunch favorite and more! We’ve got a taste for every craving. 

9 am - 1 pm. Reservations Recommended

$32.95 adult • $14.95 children
$19.95 hotel guests • 4 & under are FREE

By Michael Wright
Community News Service
University of Montana 

School of Journalism

Only two bills related to 
bison still have life at the 
64th Montana Legislature, a 
change from the past couple 
of legislative sessions.

“It’s been a much qui-
eter session on bison,” said 
Nick Gevock, the conserva-
tion director of the Mon-
tana Wildlife Federation.

Movements to restore free 
roaming bison populations 
in Montana have worried 
ranchers and landowners for 
years. Fears of brucellosis 
and property damage per-
colate, while conservation-
ists argue the animals are a 
valuable wildlife resource 
and ought to be free to roam.

Only six bison-related 
bills were even introduced 
this session, while the 2013 
and 2011 sessions both saw 
more than 10. Four have al-
ready died, one made it to the 
governor’s desk and another 
– a measure already tattooed 
with two previous vetoes – 
is in a House committee.

Gevock said he thinks 
ongoing projects from the 
National Park Service and 
the state might be one reason 
why there are fewer bills 
on bison this session. 

First of all, a plan between 
the National Park Service, the 
state of Montana and a couple 
of tribal governments has ex-
isted since 2000 for manage-
ment of the Yellowstone area 
bison, and updates to the plan 
are in the works. The Depart-
ment of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks and the National Park 
Service are working on a new 
environmental impact state-
ment and are taking public 
comment on six options for 
disease and population con-
trol. They have gotten more 
than 40 responses so far and 
expect a surge in comments 
before the June deadline.

Secondly, FWP is working 

on the f irst statewide man-
agement plan for the animals, 
an attempt to identify poten-
tial bison relocation areas. 
An environmental impact 
statement on that is expected 
to be out later this year.

Sen. Mike Phillips, 
D-Bozeman – a bison fan 
who carried two of the 
dead bills this session – 
said fewer bills does not 
mean there is nothing to 
watch at the Legislature.

“That there hasn’t been a 
lot of bison bills doesn’t mean 
there haven’t been impor-
tant ones,” Phillips said.

The bills that died
Phillips sponsored two 

bills dealing with bison. One, 
Senate Bill 342, would have 
defined when bison could be 
removed from private prop-
erty. Now, when bison are 
on private property, officials 
from FWP or the Depart-
ment of Livestock haze the 
bison back into the park.

There are about 4,000 
bison in the Yellowstone 
area and because they 
migrate naturally, they 
can be found outside the 
park from time to time.

Phillips said the Depart-
ment of Livestock needs 
clearer guidelines on when 
they should chase bison off.

“I still get complaints 
from landowners who say 
Department of Livestock 
is crossing the line,” Phil-
lips said. He is concerned 
that people who welcome 
bison on their property 
are having them chased 
away unnecessarily.

Brucellosis is only con-
tagious through afterbirth 
– so it is only transmitted 
after a female bison has a 
calf. Phillips’ bill would 
only allow the state to haze 
adult female bison when they 
are within a quarter mile 
of livestock, and only be-
tween Feb. 15 and June 1. 

The bill was tabled in 
committee. Opponents 

said it might let bison get 
too comfortable roam-
ing onto private land.

The other, Senate Joint 
Resolution 3, would have 
asked the federal gov-
ernment to remove 

brucella abortus – the 
bacteria that causes brucel-
losis – from a national list 
of bioterror agents. Phillips 
said keeping it on that list 
makes it harder for research-
ers to study the disease, 
because they need an ex-
pensive facility to do so.

But Phillips killed the 
resolution himself, saying a 
piece of it implied that the 
state would fully eradicate 
brucellosis in Montana, which 
he called a “pipe-dream,” 
since it would require a plan 
focused on ridding wildlife 
of the disease. Andrea Jones, 
a spokesperson for FWP, said 
about half of the Yellow-
stone-area bison had at least 
been exposed to the disease.

Phillips said he would 
f ix that part of the bill 
and bring the same resolu-
tion in the next session.

Two other bills regard-
ing bison came from Na-
tive American lawmakers.

Rep. George Kipp, D-
Heart Butte, carried House 
Bill 527, which would have 
required the state to make 
an agreement with the 
Blackfeet Tribe to humanely 
dispose of bison carcasses. 
The bill was tabled the 
same day it was heard.

House Bill 495, spon-
sored by Rep. Bruce Meyers, 
R-Box Elder, would have 
required a $5,000 bond on 
any bison moved by FWP to 
pay for any property dam-
age caused by the animal.

Bison relocations to 
reservations have made 
headlines the past few 
years, f irst at Fort Belknap, 
later at Fort Peck.

“I thought it was a real 
good way to make peace 
between ranchers and farmers 
and the tribes,” Meyers said.

FWP and wildlife 
groups opposed the bill 
during the hearing. 

Mark Azure, president 
of the Fort Belknap Tribal 
Council, said the bill was 
unnecessary in an inter-
view last week. He said they 
already have insurance on 
the more than 600 bison 
they have spread across 
22,000 acres. He added that 
they have paid only a few 
claims on the animals.

Two bills remain
The bill that might 

become law ruff led hardly 
any feathers during its run 
through both houses. House 
Bill 194, sponsored by Rep. 
Alan Redfield, R-Livings-
ton, would require a forage 
analysis – a measurement of 
what food will be available 
– for any bison relocation.

Wildlife groups and 
agriculture groups both 
backed the bill.

FWP official Ron Aas-
heim said a forage analysis is 
already part of any relocation 
of the animals, but the de-
partment did not oppose the 
bill. Neither did the gover-
nor’s office, which may bode 
well for the bill as it awaits 
the governor’s decision.

Senate Bill 284, spon-
sored by Sen. John Brenden, 
R-Scobey, is a different 
story. It would require the 
state get county commission-
ers’ approval before moving 
bison into their county.

Bison are Brenden’s issue. 
He has decorated his office 
door with a couple of anti-
bison signs: a bumper sticker-
sized one that reads “No 
Free Roaming Bison,” and 
an orange one that says “No 
Hunting Thanks to Montana 
FWP’s Free Roaming Bison 
plan.” He said environmental 
groups want to move bison up 
to his district to fulf ill their 
dream of “The Big Open.”

“They want to put every-
thing up there that we don’t 
want,” Brenden said. “No 

farming, no ranching … just a 
great big wildlife sanctuary.”

He said the bill is all 
about local control, and 
thinks it is unfair to let a 
state agency decide what 
is best for the counties. 
The county commissioners 
should be in charge, he said.

“They’re the ones 
elected by the local 
folks,” Brenden said.

Jay Bodner, of the Mon-
tana Stockgrowers Associa-
tion said the bill would help 
ensure that locals have a 
voice in those decisions.

Jerry Collins, a com-
missioner from Garfield 
County, spoke in support of 
the bill at both of its com-
mittee hearings. Collins 
said he does not want bison 
brought into his county, and 
is not keen on letting a state 
agency make the decision.

“We just want a seat at 
the table,” Collins said in 
an interview last week. He 
added that they “don’t want 
the deck stacked against us.”

FWP opposed the bill, say-
ing it gave counties too much 
power, since they could effec-
tively block any sort of bison 
transfer to their counties.

Gevock echoed 
those concerns.

“Wildlife should re-
main under the management 
of FWP,” Gevock said.

Phillips said giving 
the counties that power 
does not make sense and 
“turns wildlife manage-
ment upside down.”

He added that leaving 
the power in the hands of 
the state better serves the 
people of Montana, since 
the department is under the 
direction of the governor.

“I don’t get to vote in Phil-
lips County, ” he said. “But 
bison are an issue of impor-
tance to me in Bozeman.”

Azure, president of the 
Fort Belknap Tribal Council, 
opposes the bill, saying it 
might force reservations to 
bow to county commissions 

if they want to bring bison 
back to their reservations. He 
also noted that it is similar to 
bills vetoed in 2013 and 2011.

“Why are we doing 
it again?” Azure said.

- Michael Wright is a 
reporter for the Community 
News Service at the Uni-
versity of Montana School 
of Journalism. He can be 
reached at michael.wright@
umontana.edu.  Follow him 
on Twitter @mj _wright1.
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Madison Valley Manor is offering 
a 75 hour C.N.A. (Certified Nursing 

Assistant) Class free of charge 
(usual charge is $750).  

This is a great opportunity to start a career in 
the Health Care field.  There is a nationwide 

shortage and Aides are greatly needed.  
Interested? 

Call us for more information at 
406-682-7271.  

Ask for Christine, Darcel, or Travis.   

FREE CNA CLASS

Let us help you get started on a path that 
offers endless opportunities. 

By Michael Wright
Community News Service
University of Montana 

School of Journalism

With the transmittal 
deadline for bills with money 
attached to them approaching, 
the Montana Senate passed 
the last remaining Medicaid 
expansion bill of the ses-
sion on a preliminary vote. 

Senate Bill 405, sponsored 
by Sen. Ed Buttrey, R-Great 
Falls, accepts federal money 
available under the Affordable 
Care Act to expand Medicaid 
coverage to people earning up 
to 138 percent of the poverty 
level, estimated to be as many 
as 70,000 additional people.

The bill arrived at the Leg-
islature late in the session, after 
the governor’s bill to do the 
same thing failed, as did a group 
of other Republican-backed 
Medicaid bills that would 
have covered fewer people.

Buttrey’s bill – also 
known as the Health and 
Economic Livelihood Partner-
ship (HELP) Act – asks those 
receiving coverage to pay 
small premiums, and encour-
ages them to take part in a 
job training program, which 
Buttrey said will help them 
find a “path out of poverty.”

“What we offer in the bill 
is not an entitlement, but an 
opportunity,” Buttrey said on 
the Senate floor last week. 

Opponents of the bill 
tried to amend it, but a group 
of moderate Republicans 
and all Democrats voted 
down each amendment.

Sen. Matt Rosendale, 
R-Glendive, said the bill was 
merely the “implementation 
of Obamacare,” and that it had 
been given special treatment 
compared to other bills that 
have come through the Senate. 

He said it was drafted by 
people outside the Capitol, and 
that it was brought to the floor 
through procedural maneuver-
ing, since the bill was referred 
from one committee to another, 
and skipped executive action 
in its second committee. 

“This bill has been shield-
ed from the typical vetting 
process,” Rosendale said. 

In the end, the coalition 
of Democrats and moder-
ate Republicans held and 
the bill passed 28-22. 

Bill requiring companies to 
pay for shutting down Colstrip 
power plant clears Senate

The Senate passed a 
bill last week that would 
force companies to pay a 
hefty fee for shutting down 
coal plants in Montana. 

Sen. Duane Ankney, R-
Colstrip, crafted a bill as fast 
as he could once he heard about 
a pair of bills in the Wash-
ington Legislature aimed at 
shutting down the coal plant 
in his hometown. He noted 
that one of those Washington 
bills has since been tabled, and 
the other has been amended 
to be a study bill instead. 

Ankney said his bill was 
still needed because of a 
growing anti-coal sentiment 
in the country. He said he 
wants people to know that if 
they want to shut down a coal 
plant “you’re going to have to 
pay up some money, dude.”

The impact fee would 
bring tens of millions of 
dollars into the county.  

Sen. Jim Keane, D-Butte, 
the bill’s co-sponsor, said the 
situation reminded him of what 
happened when mines in Butte 
were closed, and he and hun-
dreds of others lost their jobs. 

“The state of Washington 
don’t care about us,” Keane 
said. “If the state of Washing-
ton wants to fight, let’s fight.”

Opponents of the bill 
said it unfairly penalizes 
utility companies for mak-
ing a business decision.

“It is a foreseeable pos-
sibility that these plants will 
need to close down,” said Sen. 
Christine Kaufman, D-Helena. 

The bill passed 
on a 28-19 vote. 

Property damage 
liability change headed 
to the governor’s desk

A bill passed the Mon-
tana House last week that 
would limit how much some-
one would have to pay for 
unintentionally burning up 
their neighbor’s property. 

Senate Bill 188, spon-
sored by Sen. Chas Vincent, 
R-Libby, would ensure that 
people responsible for fire 
damage to someone else’s 
home or property would not 
pay more than the market value 
of the home prior to the fire.

Rep. Steve Fitzpatrick, R-
Great Falls, who carried the bill 
in the House, said it would re-
store the law to how it was before 
a district court awarded millions 
in damages to the community of 
Sunburst in a suit against Texaco.

In 1955, Texaco had an 
underground gas pipeline leak 
near Sunburst that polluted the 
water and soil, according to the 
Great Falls Tribune. In 2001, 
a class action suit was filed by 
the school district and residents 
of the town who were unhappy 
with Texaco’s cleanup efforts.

In a 2004 decision, a Cascade 
County jury ordered Texaco 
to pay $41 million in damages 
to the plaintiffs. That number 
far surpassed the market value 
of the land before the pollu-
tion, setting the precedent that 
a court could award someone 
more money than their prop-
erty was originally worth.

Vincent’s bill is narrowly 
focused on fire damage. 

Fitzpatrick said the court 
decision led to lawyers asking 
for excessive damages, citing 
a case where actual damage 
was about $1 million but at-
torneys asked for $38 million.

Opponents of the bill said 
it would leave victims un-
able to fully recover, arguing 
that sometimes people needed 
more than the market value 
of their property to recover. 

“It could prevent people from 
being made whole,” said Rep. 
Randy Pinocci, R-Great Falls.

Rep. Kelly Flynn, R-
Townsend, supported the bill, 
saying he had been through 
a lot of fires as a rancher and 
had lost property to them, 

but he would not be able to 
cover the cost of damage to 
someone else’s property.

“It could be me start-
ing that fire,” Flynn said.

The bill passed on a 52-48 
vote. It cleared the Senate on 
a 38-11 vote in February.

Student loan refinancing 
bill endorsed by House

A bill aimed at helping people 
pay back their private student 
loans with money from the state’s 
coal tax trust fund passed its first 
vote of the full House last week.

House Bill 610, sponsored 
by Rep. Zach Brown, D-Boz-
eman, would task the state 
Board of Investments with 
refinancing private student 
loans that carry an interest 
rate higher than 6 percent for 
some Montana residents. 

Brown said the bill would 
actually earn money for the 
coal tax trust fund. The board 
would use $40 million from 
the coal tax trust fund to lower 
interest rates on the loans. They 
would collect the money and 
deposit it back into the fund. 

“It’s meant to be for quali-
fying folks who have decent 
credit,” Brown said. “This isn’t 
a proposal to bust the trust.”

Support came from the 
Montana Organizing Project 
and student organizations from 
the two flagship state universi-
ties, Montana State University 
and the University of Montana.

Eric Feaver, the head of 
MEA-MFT, Montana’s teach-
ers union, was the lone op-
ponent of the bill. He said it 
challenged the constitution 
because it would let someone 
take state money and spend 
it at a religious school. He 
added that he does not want 
the state to refinance loans that 
go to out of state schools.

Under the bill, a stu-
dent could use the money to 
refinance loans at any col-
lege in the United States.

“I’m not sure it’s our 
responsibility as a state to 
refinance the loans of stu-
dents who have gone to school 
out of state,” Feaver said.

The bill passed a pre-
liminary vote in the full 
House on Saturday. 

Shelby prison study 
heard in committee

A House committee 
tabled a resolution to study 
Montana’s only private-
run prison last week.

Senate Joint Resolution 
3, sponsored by Sen. Robyn 
Driscoll, D-Billings, proposes 
an interim study of the Cross-
roads Correctional Center near 
Shelby. The state’s contract 
with the company that runs 
the prison is up in 2019, and at 
that point the state can de-
cide to close it, take it over or 
continue with the company.

Driscoll said the Law and 
Justice Interim Committee 
heard stories of abuse and 
mistreatment at the prison, 
and that a study is needed.

“This is a taxpayer funded 
contract,” said Sheena Rice, of 
the Montana Organizing Proj-
ect. “We need to evaluate it.”

Corrections Corporation of 
America, the company that runs 
the prison, opposed the reso-
lution. Mark Baker, a lawyer 
representing the company, said 
they were confident in their 
professionalism and the service 
they offer. He added that he 
wanted to see the study be more 
holistic and include other parts 
of the corrections system.

“We view our partner-
ship with the state as an 
important piece in the cor-
rections puzzle,” Baker said. 
“Crossroads is just one piece 
of the corrections puzzle.”

Driscoll said that if they 
are confident in their service 
they should support the study.

“If CCA is confident,” 
Driscoll said, “Why would they 
not be a strong proponent?”

The bill was tabled the 
day after the hearing. 

Education tax credit 
measure draws little support

School choice has been a 
recurring topic at the Montana 
Legislature, and Sen. Llew 
Jones, R-Conrad, has an idea he 

hopes might end the discussion.
“These topics are here 

continuously,” Jones said, 
adding that his bill “moves 
this issue toward closure.”

A Senate committee last 
week advanced Senate Bill 410, 
which would give people a $150 
tax credit either for donating 
to an organization that offers 
scholarships for private school 
tuition or choosing to put part 
of their taxes toward education.

This is different from other 
school choice bills, which tend 
to focus on helping parents who 
choose private schools. The 
scholarship organization tax 
credit is meant to reward those 
on the private side, while the 
education improvement account 
is for those on the public side.

The bill had only one sup-
porter during its hearing.

Dave Puyear, of the Mon-
tana Rural Education As-
sociation, said it was likely 
the first time he’d supported 
a measure like this, and that 
he liked the portion of the bill 
that gave more money to public 
schools, where he said more 
funding is “sorely needed.”

Eric Feaver, president of 
MEA-MFT, the teachers’ 
union, opposed the bill, saying 
much of the money donated 
to a scholarship organiza-
tion would go to religious and 
parochial schools, which Feaver 
claims is unconstitutional.

“I don’t know why a union 
of educators has to defend the 
constitution,” Feaver said.

The School Administra-
tors of Montana, Montana 
Quality Education Coali-
tion and the governor’s office 
joined Feaver in opposition.

Jones had another bill that 
would have put the measure 
on the ballot for the voters to 
decide, which was tabled.

- Michael Wright is a re-
porter for the Community News 
Service at the University of 
Montana School of Journalism. 
He can be reached at michael.
wright@umontana.edu.  Follow 
him on Twitter @mj_wright1.

legislative round up

March 22
Accident with Damage in 
500 Blk W Fagin St Ennis
Unfounded 911 Call in 200 
Blk Broadwater Ave Harrison
Alarm on Main St Sheridan
Traffic Complaint on MT 
Hwy 55 MM 5 Silver Star
Traffic Complaint on US 
Hwy 287 MM 50 Ennis
Fraud Complaint in 500 Blk 
N Bridge St Twin Bridges
Theft at Pennington Fish-
ing Access Twin Bridges
Animal Problem in 400 Blk 
Point of Rocks Rd Waterloo
Dog Complaint in Valley 
Garden Golf Village Ennis

March 23
Citizen Assist on Wiscon-
sin Creek Rd Sheridan
Animal Problem on MT Hwy 
41 MM 21 Twin Bridges
Medical Aid in 100 Blk 
E Steffens St Ennis
Unfounded 911 Call 
in Virginia City
Animal Problem on MT 
Hwy 287 MM 28 Sheridan

March 24
Suspicious Person/Circum-
stance in Twin Bridges
Animal Problem in 200 Blk 
Silver Spring Rd Sheridan
Welfare Check on Gold-
en View Lane Ennis
Public Safety Complaint 
on Norris Hill Norris

March 25
Suspicious Person/Circum-
stance at Town Pump Ennis
Accident with Injuries on 

MT Hwy 357 MM 1 Alder
Unfounded 911 Call 
in Virginia City
Suspicious Person/Circum-
stance at Town Pump Ennis
Fire-Burning without Permit 
in 800 Blk MT Hwy 84 Norris
Damage Complaint at US Hwy 
287 & Recycle Way Ennis
Traffic Complaint on US 
Hwy 287 MM 48 Ennis
Traffic Complaint on Sil-
ver Spring Rd Sheridan
Civil Standby in Twin Bridges
Fire-Vehicle on Potosi 
Hot Springs Rd Pony

March 26
Suspicious Person/Cir-
cumstance in 100 Blk E 
Hamilton St Sheridan
Traffic Complaint on 
Main St Sheridan
Suspicious Person/Cir-
cumstance in Alder
Vehicle Theft in 100 Blk 
Quarter Horse Ln Ennis
Abuse or Neglect Complaint in 
100 Blk E Steffens St Ennis
Unfounded 911 Call in 300 
Blk S Main St Twin Bridges
Attempt to Locate 
in Virginia City
Dog Complaint in 900 
Blk Jefferson St Ennis

March 27
Traffic Complaint head-
ing from Three Forks 
towards Ennis
Accident with Damage in 
5000 Blk US Hwy 287 Ennis
Public Safety Complaint at 
Ennis Dump site Ennis
Fire-Gas Leak/Odor in 200 Blk 

S Madison St Twin Bridges
Public Safety Complaint on 
MT Hwy 84 MM 4 Norris
Alarm at Rocky Moun-
tain Supply Ennis
Unfounded 911 Call in 200 Blk 
Bivens Creek Rd Sheridan
Wildlife Complaint on US 
Hwy 287 MM 39 Cameron
Accident with Damage on MT 
Hwy 359 MM 4.8 Cardwell

March 28
Suspicious Person/Cir-
cumstance on Mill Can-
yon Rd Whitehall
VIN Inspection in 100 
Blk Fagin St Ennis
Unfounded 911 Call in 300 
Blk E Williams St Ennis
Abandoned Vehicle on 
Mill Creek Rd Sheridan
Alarm in 400 Blk Thread-
grass Rd Melrose
Downed Power Line at Fish 
Hatchery & Varney Rd Ennis
Traffic Complaint on MT 
Hwy 287 MM 31 Sheridan
Wildlife Complaint East 
of Madison River Ennis
Alarm in 300 Blk North 
Meadow Creek Rd McAllister
Traffic Complaint on MT 
Hwy 287 MM 31 Sheridan
Dog Complaint on Sky 
Lane Sheridan
Alarm Out of County
Miscellaneous-Recycle 
Bins blown over at Har-
rison Dump Harrison
Wildlife Complaint on MT 
Hwy 287 MM 27 Alder
Suspicious Person/Cir-
cumstance on MT Hwy 
287 MM 27 Alder

Madison County 
sheriff’s dispatCh Log

March 22 – March 28, 2015



  

MADISON County
 weather

Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent 
chance of snow showers. Highs 

45 to 55.

Mostly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of snow 

showers. Highs 40 to 50. Lows 
15 to 30.

Thursday

Fr iday

Mostly cloudy with a 50 percent 
chance of rain and snow showers. 

Highs 35 to 45.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Mostly cloudy with a 50 
percent chance of rain and 

snow showers. Highs 40 to 50. 
Lows 15 to 30.

Mostly cloudy with a 40 
percent chance of snow 
showers. Highs 40 to 50.

Ralph 
Hamler

licensed sanitarian
Septic Design & 

Subdivision Applications

 406-842-5788 
Cell: 406-596-0437

Sheridan, MT
ralphhamler@gmail.com

       

Photo courtesy of Erin Leonard
Big sky above Madison Valley heading into Jeffers.

              

Quote  of the 
Week:

“Don’t 
find fault, 

find a 
remedy.”

Henry
Ford
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Get Results.
s.hill@
madisoniannews.com

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

carlos
Hi there! I’m a big hunk of 
burning love.  I’m good in 
and outdoors.  Love to catch 
mice, but I do enjoy lots of 
loving too.  I was abandoned 
with my sis - Lace - by some 
people who moved.  Left  us 
behind.  Guess they thought 
we weren’t important enough 
to take along.  Some nice 
folks thought we were and 
saved us tho.  Now we’re on 
the lookout for a nice place to 
call home.  Please call on me 
(or both of us) through Misty: 

439-1405 or Afton: 287-3613.   Thanks, Carlos   PS/ They finally 
got some land to build a shelter for us and are taking donations.  
Mail to: 4 Paws  Rescue, P.O. Box 13, Cardwell, Montana  59721

sponsored by:

McLeod Mercantile
2 convenience store locations

Norris & Sheridan
Bulk fuel delivery in Madison 

& Jefferson counties

(406)685-3379
**24 Hour fueling** **snacks**
**fi shing licenses, bait & tackle**

•All Home Repairs 
•Installations
•Yard Work •Painting 
•Remodels 
•To Do Lists
•Market Preparation
•General Maintenance
•Property Care Taking

406-682-4997
406-581-3178

ucfitness1@yahoo.com

Need help?
Ed’s Handyman sErvicE

Professional. Reliable. Affordable.

Ed Hatlee, the “CAN DO” guy

#@!

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

Reservations Recommended

We will be CLOSED

WE WILL REOPEN 
Thursday April 9th
Dinner: Thurs-Sat 

5pm-9pm
Brunch: Sun 9am-2pm

March 30th thru April 8th
In Order for Our Staff  to 

Enjoy the 
Easter Holiday

DOLPH CONSTRUCTION
DENNIS K. DOLPH & DAN MAGER

Master Carpenters

Custom Framing
Remodeling
Additions
New Construction
Log Homes

Cell (406) 539-7553 or
(406) 531-0085
dolphdennis@yahoo.com

OVER 36 YEARS EXPERIENCE Licensed & Insured

Old style, histOric jack fence made the way 
the Old timers did. jacks handmade. the Best 

hOrse fence. Very easy On wildlife. 

581-3424  •  lpjohn@3rivers.net • lodgepolejohn.com
Acrylic paintings also available on my website.

B & B CHINKING LLC
Restoration and Maintenance Work

New Construction & Existing Buildings
Chinking, Media Blasting, Staining and Log Repair

406-925-1074
4loghomes@gmail.com

We Guarantee Our Work & 
Perma Chink Material

Submitted by Melody Clark
Madison Valley Manor

Madison Valley residents had a fun-
filled week. A spring pool party was held, 

complete with foot soaks and sips of 
pina coladas. An omelet of choice was 

served on a beautiful sunny morning, 
cooked by Candy Vincent and Melody 

Clark. Rita Owens was kind enough to 
bring in her baby goats for all residents 

to see, which was a hit. On Friday a 
picnic was enjoyed at the park.

Spring pool 
party at the 

manor
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11/12 C boys and 
girls basketball coaches 
gathered to nominate the 
players on their teams 
they felt earned a spot on 
the all conference team. 

“Each coach is allowed 
to nominate the players they 
feel should be recognized 
and then they get a minute 
to talk about each player,” 
Harrison girls basketball 
head coach Lisa Cooper said. 
“All the coaches then vote, 
but the coaches may not 
vote for their own players.”

Twenty-two girls and 
22 boys are named to the 
teams, so the coaches rank 
the players starting at 22 
points and move all the way 
down to zero, Cooper said. 

“The top 11 players are 
first team and the next 11 are 
second team,” she said. “After 
all that voting, whoever the 
top two vote getters are, are 
automatically all state.”

Harrison’s Britt Cooper 
was the number one vote 
getter in the conference 
so was automatically 
named all state, as well. 

“There is a lot of talent 
in our district and our 
teams usually do really 

well in post season play,” 
B. Cooper said. “So, to be 
the top vote getter with all 
the talent I’m surrounded 
with is such an honor.”

Wildcats Alecia Panagakis, 
Taya DeFrance and Addie 
Nesbit were named second 
team all conference, 
which L. Cooper said 
speaks well of the team.

“We had a very good 
season and we were 
undefeated going into the 
tournament,” L. Cooper said. 
“That helped us get four 
girls named to the team.”

The Twin Bridges Lady 
Falcons also found success in 
the voting. Julia Cox, Paige 

Phillips, Megan Martin and 
Jessica George were also all 
conference – Cox and Phillips 
were first team and Martin 
and George were second 
team. Lady Mustang Delany 
McNally filled out Madison 
County’s contribution to 
the team and was named 
first team all conference. 

For the boys, at least 
one athlete from every 
Madison County school 
made the all conference 
team, and two Falcons were 
also named to all state. 

Nolan Konen and 
Tracen Eggers were both all 
conference and all state.

“We had a very successful 

season this year,” said 
Falcon head coach Josh 
Keller. “I don’t think that 
coming into the season 
many people thought that 
Twin Bridges would present 
the threat that we did all 
year long … Much of our 
success was contributed to 
the leadership of our seniors, 
especially (Konen).”

The Falcons finished 
second in the conference, 
and were just one game 
away from going to the 
state tournament.

“(Eggers) turned into an 
unbelievable player and really 
was one of the main driving 
forces of this team,” Keller 

said. “It takes an entire team 
to do some of the things 
we did this year, and I was 
proud of how the guys stuck 
together, whether things 
were going good or we were 
looking adversity in the eye.” 

Mustangs Walker 
McKitrick and Jake Knack 
were also first team all 
conference, while their 
teammates Wylie Leo 
and Gavin McKitrick 
made second team. 

For the Harrison Wildcats, 
Jed Fike made first team 
all conference. And finally, 
Colter Kenworthy represented 
the Sheridan Panthers for 
second team all conference.

Madison County athletes make all-conference, all-state basketball teams

BASKETBALL 
HONORS

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

Courtesy of Kelley Knack 
– Nolan Konen (0)

Courtesy of Nancy Nesbit 
– Britt Cooper (15)

Courtesy of Kelley Knack
 – Jake Knack

Courtesy of Kelley Knack 
– Tracen Eggers
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Emily Hayes,
licensed Massage

 Therapist

now at
whispering 

willow
skincare & Body 

Boutique

www.emilyhayes.
massagetherapy.com

230 E. Main St., Ennis MT 
406-600-0583

MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY
(406) 842-7434

317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm

Complete Family
Medical Care:

Pediatrics
Adult Medicine

Geriatrics

Gynecology
Urology

Physical Exams

Call 406.682.4223 
to schedule an appointment with a provider 

of your choice   •  8:30 am to 5:00 pm

 305 North Main • Ennis, MT 59729
Clinic access through lower level.

Dr. RD Marks,
Family Medicine

Marty Hensel,
PA-C, Family 
Medicine

Patrick Watson, 
PA-C

Dr. Patrick Holland, 
Gynecology
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ENNIS PHYSICAL THERAPY
Specialized/Individualized patient focused care!

Patient care based on over 20 years of experience

Robert “BOB” Sahli, PTATCLAT
OLDEST Healthcare Provider in the Madison Valley
Physical Therapist/Licensed Athletic Trainer 
(ph) 406-682-3112  •(fax) 406-682-3132

Submitted by StatePoint

Were your ancestors 
humble farmers or wealthy 
nobility? Did they travel to 
find their fortune or have they 
always lived close to your 
current home? Exploring your 
genealogy can be fascinating. 
In the 2010 U.S. Census, 34.7 
million Americans claimed 
Irish ancestry, the nation’s 
second most frequently 
reported ancestry, representing 
more than seven times the 
population of Ireland itself.

Those of Irish descent, 
or those who suspect they 
have some Irish in them, 
may be inclined to do some 
research to prove their Irish 

heritage. Now, the process 
may be even more revealing 
as a new set of records is now 
available online which tells 
the harrowing tales of families 
in the Great Irish Famine.

 “The Great Famine caused 
widespread starvation and 
disease in Ireland 1845-52. 
Over one million people died, 
and one million emigrated, 
many bound for the United 
States,” said Brian Donovan, 
Irish records expert. “The 
records of their arrival can 
help many Irish-Americans 
put together the pieces 
of their family story.”

 “Family history is much 
more than facts and statistics. 
It’s an opportunity to discover 

your story and connect with 
your family – past, present 
and future,” said Donovan.

So how do you go about 
discovering yours? Here are 
tips for getting started:
Building a family tree

Start by building your 
family tree with information 
you have already. When 
you are done, ask family 
members to contribute 
their knowledge. Important 
information to gather includes 
names, dates, life details, 
stories, romances, physical 
descriptions and anecdotes.
Interviews

Sit down with relatives 
for interviews, starting with 
older relatives first. Face-

to-face is ideal.  However, 
phone calls or video chatting 
work well too. Record the 
interviews to help with your 
research later or merely 
to serve as a memento.

You may hear 
inconsistencies in stories from 
relative-to-relative, but avoid 
interrupting or asking leading 
questions. Ask to see family 
photos, certificates and other 
documents. If you have any 
to share, bring them along to 
help jog more memories.

In the past, family history 
research could, at times, be a 
difficult and laborious process. 
Now, with online records 
and features, it is easier and 
more fun than ever before.

Tips to trace your family’s past

Submitted by StatePoint

Those pesky cold sores 
on the lips and around 
the mouth always seem 
to pop up at the most 
inopportune times.

Not only are cold sores 
painful, dealing with 
their appearance can be 
frustrating. But you are not 
alone in dealing with this 
nuisance. In fact, more than 
half of the U.S. population 
carries the herpes simplex 
virus 1, the virus that 
causes cold sores, by the 
time they reach their 20s, 
according to the National 
Institutes of Health.

While the causes of 
breakouts are not fully 
understood, some triggers 
have been identified, 
including sun exposure, 
stress, menstruation and 
fever or illness. They can 
also be brought on by 
other infections or even 
certain foods and drugs. For 
many, cold sore outbreaks 
can be unpredictable.

The first symptoms of a 
cold sore may include pain 
around your mouth and 
on your lips, a fever, sore 
throat or swollen glands in 

your neck or other parts of 
the body. After the blisters 
appear, the cold sore usually 
breaks open, emits a clear 
fluid, then crusts over and 
disappears after several days 
to two weeks; sometimes 
they can be very painful.

Naturally, having a cold 
sore may make you feel 
self-conscious. And, while 
no product can cure a cold 

sore (as in remove the virus 
from one’s system), there 
are many tips for managing 
cold sores outbreaks:

• Ask your doctor about 
anti-viral prescription 
medications to limit 
the virus’ growth.

• Live a healthy lifestyle. 
Eat right, exercise, get plenty 
of sleep and avoid stress.

• Avoid long 

exposure to the sun.
• Keep your lips 

moisturized. Cold sores 
can be linked to dry or 
cracked lips so keep them 
moisturized with a lip balm 
that contains sun protection.

While there may be no 
cure for a cold sore, there 
are steps you can take to 
look and feel better faster.

Coping with cold sores

Submitted by StatePoint

More canned tuna is 
consumed in the United 
States than in any other 
country in the world. 
Unfortunately, the vast 
majority of tuna sold 
in the American market 
fails to meet fundamental 
sustainability standards, 
according to Greenpeace’s 
2015 Canned Tuna shopping 
guide, their first-ever U.S. 
canned tuna ranking.

The ranking looked at 14 
well-known U.S. national 
and private label supermarket 
brands to evaluate their 
sourcing policies and 
practices – including whether 
the fishing method used 

to catch their tuna harms 
other marine life, whether 
they avoid shark finning 
and whether they can trace 
their products back to the 
sea. In addition, it examined 
how equitable and socially 
responsible the brands are. 

The ranking concluded 
that most brands do not 
have adequate measures 
in place to address 
sustainability and human 
welfare and labor issues.

 “Consumers should 
know that many canned 
tuna brands are contributing 
to ocean destruction at 
an alarming rate,” said 
Greenpeace Seafood 
Markets Lead Graham 
Forbes. “However, the silver 

lining here is that other 
companies are stepping 
up to provide ocean safe 
options for their customers.”

So how can you 
become a savvier grocery 
store shopper? Here are 
a few tips to ensure your 
tuna is sustainable:

• Think beyond the label. 
“Dolphin safe” does not 
necessarily mean ocean 
safe. Turtles, sharks and 
other vulnerable ocean 
life are collateral damage 
in tuna fisheries that 
supply the U.S. market.

To find out how your 
favorite brand measures up, 
how to decode the labeling 
on your cans of tuna, or to 
sign a petition asking brands 

to change their practices, 
visit www.greenpeace.
org/usa/tunaguide.

• Consumer demand can 
make a difference. Talk 
to your local grocer about 
stocking shelves with brands 
that have a comprehensive 
approach to sustainable 
and equitable products.

You may not often look 
down at your lunch and 
wonder what had to happen 
for it to get to your plate. 
But your consumer choices 
do have an impact on both 
the environment and the 
workforce involved in 
production. By becoming a 
more informed consumer, 
you can ensure your kitchen 
is friendlier to both.

Is your tuna sandwich bad 
for the environment?

FREE
Hearing Test
call today
Local 406-551-6694

Hearing Aid Institute 
200 S. 23rd E-I
Bozeman, MT

HEARING CLINIC
April 2 and 23 • 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Madison Square Athletic CluB
#5 Sunrise Loop, Unit J Ennis

advertise in The Madisonian.  call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.



Sunni Heikes-Knapton
Madison Conservation District

The past week brought 
some typically spring-like 
weather in southwest Montana. 
We went from rain and then 
snow earlier in the week 
to 70 degrees and calm to 
start off the weekend.  Then 
our old friend wind made 
its appearance on Saturday, 
blowing a gale that wreaked a 
fair amount of havoc. We all 
can list off the things that we 
saw around the area, but we’ve 
been hearing a lot of talk about 
the amount of soil that took 
to the wind during this time.   

While we all hoped that the 
precipitation that we received 
earlier in the week would 
have prevented the losses 
that went with the gale force 
wind, it’s apparent that this 
was not the case. It only takes 
a little rainfall and snowfall 
accumulation research to see 
that the conditions that we 
have had since fall of last 
year have set us up for the 
dry conditions that we are 
seeing today. The ground 
is “talc dry,” as one local 
producer termed last week, 
describing how a fencepost 
hole showed no moisture in 
the upper 18 inches of soil. 
Combine that with any sort 
of disturbance and pretty 
soon the most important 
part of a piece of ground is 
blowing into the next county.  

These dustbowl-like sights 
are a good reminder to discuss 
concepts that the Natural 
Resource Conservation 
Service has been promoting 
nation-wide for a number of 
years. The following Soil 
Health Management Tips 
from the NRCS website 
(www.nrcs.usda.gov) cover 
the basics of how to hold 
on to your soil resource and 
improve your operation as 
a whole at the same time.  

Crop residue management 
improves soil health

Soil works for you, if you 
work for the soil. By using 
management practices that 
improve soil health, you will 
see increased productivity 
and profitability immediately 
and into the future. A fully 
functioning soil produces the 
maximum amount of products 
at the least cost. Soil will not 

work for you if you abuse it.
Managing for soil health 

(improved soil function) is 
mostly a matter of maintaining 
suitable habitat for the myriad 
of creatures that live in the 
soil. This can be accomplished 
by disturbing the soil as little 
as possible, growing as many 
different species of plants 
as practical, keeping living 
plants in the soil as often 
as possible and keeping the 
soil covered all the time.

Manage more by 
disturbing soil less

Soil disturbance can be the 
result of physical, chemical or 
biological activities. Physical 
soil disturbance, such as 
tillage, results in bare and/
or compacted soil that is 
destructive and disruptive to 
soil microbes, and it creates 
a hostile environment for 
them to live. Misapplication 
of farm inputs can disrupt 
the symbiotic relationships 
between fungi, other 
microorganisms and plant 
roots. Overgrazing, a form 
of biological disturbance, 
reduces root mass, increases 
runoff and increases soil 
temperature. All forms of soil 

disturbance diminish habitat 
for soil microbes and result in 
a diminished soil food web.

Diversify soil biota 
with plant diversity

Plants use sunlight to 
convert carbon dioxide and 
water into carbohydrates that 
serve as the building blocks 
for roots, stems, leaves and 
seeds. They also interact 
with specific soil microbes 
by releasing carbohydrates 
(sugars) through their roots 
into the soil to feed the 
microbes in exchange for 
nutrients and water. In order 
to achieve a high level of 
diversity, different plants 
must be grown. The key 
to improving soil health is 
ensuring that food and energy 
chains and webs consist of 
several types of plants or 
animals, not just one or two.

Biodiversity is ultimately 
the key to the success of any 
agricultural system. Lack 
of biodiversity severely 
limits the potential of any 
cropping system and increases 
disease and pest problems. A 
diverse and fully functioning 
soil food web provides for 
nutrient, energy and water 
cycling that allows a soil to 
express its full potential. 
Increasing the diversity of a 
crop rotation and cover crops 
increases soil health and soil 
function, reduces input costs 
and increases profitability.

Keep a living root 
growing throughout the year

Living plants maintain 
a rhizosphere, an area of 
concentrated microbial 
activity close to the root. The 
rhizosphere is the most active 
part of the soil ecosystem 
because it is where the most 
readily available food is, and 
where peak nutrient and water 
cycling occurs. Microbial food 
is exuded by plant roots to 

attract and feed microbes that 
provide nutrients (and other 
compounds) to the plant at 
the root-soil interface where 
the plants can take them up. 
Since living roots provide the 
easiest source of food for soil 
microbes, growing long-season 
crops or a cover crop following 
a short-season crop, feeds the 
foundation species of the soil 
food web as much as possible 
during the growing season.

Healthy soil is dependent 
upon how well the soil food 
web is fed. Providing plenty 
of easily accessible food to 
soil microbes helps them 
cycle nutrients that plants 
need to grow. Sugars from 
living plant roots, recently 
dead plant roots, crop residues 
and soil organic matter all 
feed the many and varied 
members of the soil food web.

Keep the soil covered 
as much as possible

Soil cover conserves 
moisture, reduces temperature, 
intercepts raindrops (to reduce 
their destructive impact), 
suppresses weed growth and 
provides habitat for members 
of the soil food web that 
spend at least some of their 
time above ground. This is 
true regardless of land use 
(cropland, hay land, pasture 
or range). Keeping the soil 
covered while allowing crop 
residues to decompose (so their 
nutrients can be cycled back 
into the soil) can be a bit of a 
balancing act. Producers must 
give careful consideration to 
their crop rotation (including 
any cover crops) and residue 
management if they are to 
keep the soil covered and 
fed at the same time.

For questions on soil health 
practices that would work for 
your piece of ground, contact 
your local conservation 
district or NRCS office. 
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around the 
Wood Stove

by Gail Banks

"Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow; 
they toil not, neither do they 
spin" … Matthew 6:28

Boy, Easter is almost 
upon us once again. A lady 
complained the other day that 
it seemed to come awfully 
early this year, but actually it 
is just about smack dab in the 
middle of where it belongs. 

I did some research and 
it turns out that Easter is not 
scheduled by Hallmark, but 
rather by the moon and the 
sun. Easter is celebrated on the 
first Sunday following the first 
full moon following the spring 
equinox. Spring falls on or 
about March 22 each year, and 
this year the first full moon of 
spring takes place on Saturday, 
April 4 so, voila, Easter is the 
following day (Sunday, April 5)!

So Easter moves around, 
unlike Christmas, which is 
always Dec. 25, or Thanksgiving, 
which is always the fourth 
Thursday in November (or 
the Fourth of July, which, 
interestingly, is celebrated 
annually on July 4).

Easter moves around, but 
it does feel early. Easter is a 
springtime festival and yet 
no matter how sunny it is, the 
weather is still pretty chilly (so 
why isn’t the main Easter dish 
chili instead of ham or lamb?). 

I remember being outside 
for our annual family Easter 
photograph (as a child). 
It was a beautiful day in 
Seattle. The clouds had 
parted for a nanosecond 
and the sun was shining. 

My brother and I were 
wearing suits, with starched 

white shirts 
and narrow 
black ties; our 
sisters had 
on flowery 
sun-dresses 
and bonnets; 
Dad looked 
quite dapper 
in his green 

suit and a much more stylish 
wide tie (that only hung about 
half way down to his belt). We 
were not a very fashion-savvy 
family; we were much more at 
home in jeans with holes torn in 
the knees, short-sleeve checked 
shirts with pockets half-ripped-
off and wearing dress shoes 
with white socks, or tennis 
shoes with black dress socks. 
Our skills in fashion were a 
large reason I became a priest!

Mom however, was the 

fountain of elegance in our 
family. She always dressed 
sharp. She was a seamstress, 
making her own clothes. She also 
dabbled in millinery; she had one 
broad-brimmed hat she would 
fix up every Easter (for ladies 
were expected to have their 
heads covered in church back in 
those days). She would change 
the ribbons and decorations that 
would give those who noticed 
such things the impression that 
she had a new bonnet every year. 

It seemed a silly tradition 
(both the “wearing a bonnet” 
and “making it look new”) and 
yet it was important to her. As 
she explained, “When we come 
into the house of God, we should 
dress in a manner that shows 
no less honor than if we were 
visiting the mayor or president.”

Getting back to my story, 
it was a beautiful day in 
Seattle, but it was still very 
chilly. I remember thinking, 
“It’s Easter! How can it be so 
cold?” Somehow I thought the 
day should dictate the kind 
of weather we’d have, but it 
didn’t. I thought it SHOULD be 
warm, but it wasn’t. Weather 
is an independent sort of 
thinker and, quite often, a 
sneaky sort of stinker!

It is what it is, and that’s 
what’s important. It turns out 
we can’t control the sun or the 
moon or the weather, but we 
can control how we respond.

I will admit that I still dress 
up for church – even when I’m 
not working. I still prefer to dress 
formally for worship. I have 
learned to wear dress socks with 
my dress shoes. I know that God 
is less concerned with the state 
of my clothes and more with the 
state of my heart and yet I also 
think church is about God more 
than it is about my comfort – and 
if I look the part on Sunday, I 
may be more likely to act the 
part the rest of the week.

There are 168 hours between 
Sundays. For 167 hours, I can 
dress like the slob I am and 
pretty much go where I want 
and do what I please (within 
the limits of law, culture and 
finances). But for the one hour I 
am called to stand, sit and kneel 
before the King, I want to shine 
as best I can – a lily in God’s 
own garden, and that warms my 
heart here in this, our valley.

Keith Axberg writes on 
matters concerning life and 
faith. He can be reached at 
kfaxberg@gmail.com.

This, Our Valley:
By Reverend Keith Axberg

Lilies of the valley

Rev. Keith Axberg

I think that every once in 
a while a person needs to do 
housecleaning and remodeling 
on their personal lives. It doesn’t 
cost a thing and the outcome 
could be priceless! There is no 
one way to do this, and looking 
back makes a big difference in 
the decisions made. But it just 

seems like you have to get to 
a point to where you need to 
ask yourself some questions 
and get a straight answer! 
Are you really happy and if 
not, what would make you 
happy? How are things going 
with family members and are 
your friends good friends? 
Maybe you’d be better off 
without them? Are you at least 
attempting to keep in good 
health mentally and physically?

I remember on my 50th 
birthday I did a house cleaning  
of my life. I had made myself a 
deadline and said that if some 
things didn’t change, I would 
change them no matter what. It 

wasn’t easy but I got through it 
and lived to say it was the best 
thing I ever did for my kids and 
myself. Ten years later I think to 
myself, how could I be happier? 
The answer came down to two 
points that I am going to give a 
try – are the things that bug me 
now really big or even worth it 
to think about and secondly, not 
to even try to put up with rude 
people in my life … delete them. 
No, I am not a part of the Italian 
Mafia, I said delete, not murder. 

I can remember an older man 
who lived in Twin Bridges. As 
he got older and sicker he would 
often say, “I think when I get 
sick enough I know I will not 

make it, I am going to take a few 
others that shouldn’t be walking 
around, with me.” I asked him 
once if I could see his list, but 
he just laughed at me. When he 
passed, I didn’t hear of anyone 
else in the area missing, but I still 
wondered who was on that list. 

Easter is here and it is pretty 
nice weather and the little kids 
are so happy about Easter eggs! 
My grandson stayed the night 
with me this weekend. I got 
out an egg carton of chocolate 
covered marshmallow Easter 
eggs and took one out for each 
of us to eat. His eyes got so 
big eating his egg. When he 
was packing up his backpack 

to go home, he told me he 
was going to get a few things 
to eat on the drive. I saw him 
climb up on a chair next to the 
counter and get the carton of 
Easter eggs and then put them 
in his backpack. Then he turned 
to me and just smiled. Not a 
biggie … saved me 5 pounds.

So what have we learned 
this week? Sometimes you just 
have to bow your head, say a 
prayer and weather the storm. 
You only live once, but if you 
do it right, once is enough. Be 
the person that makes someone 
else smile today! You don’t 
have to have it all figured 
out to get started. Everything 

happens for a reason so you 
might as well go with the flow. 
Throughout your lifetime the 
most difficult choice you will 
ever have to make is deciding 
whether you should let go 
or hold on a little longer.

Do have a wonderful Easter 
holiday and do remember 
the reason for the season. 
“I prayed for shoes until I 
met a man with no feet.”

Life is short. So do the 
things that make you happy. 
And be with people who 
make you happy. Look for the 
good in every day – even if 
some days you have to look a 
little harder. Happy Easter.

Soil: 
Keep it growing, 

not blowing

I almost feel the pulse of 
ages as my fingers glide slowly 
then swiftly over the pages that 
contain the obituary of Hon. 
Simon H. Buford in the January 
1905 edition of The Madisonian.  
His indelible imprint on the 
history and progress that he, 
as well as others of the Buford 
family, had upon the life and 
times of Virginia City.   

Sim Buford as he was often 
called, was born in Canton, 

MO, on March 2, 1846. Age 19 
found him at his own resources 
as he crossed the plains in 1865, 
arriving in Virginia City in the 
fall of that year. For several 
years thereafter he freighted 
(“bull-whacked,” he called it) 
between Corinne, Bannack 
and Virginia City. He later 
became a clerk in the store 
of the Raymond Brothers. In 
1878 he went into partnership 
with Henry Elling, his brother-

in-law, under the name of 
S.R. Buford & Co. His move 
toward fame and fortune was 
well on its way to history in 
politics as well business. He 
was state senator from 1891 to 
1893 and he also served as a 
postmaster for Virginia City. 

He was married to Miss 
Kate Augusta Cooley, sister of 
Mrs. Mary B. Elling, on Jan. 
4, 1877, and from the union 
eight children were born. 

For more than two decades 
the Buford Mercantile Company 
continued operation. The 
Buford Store was located on 
lower Wallace Street and is 
today filled with grocery items 
for viewing. The 40s found 

it occupied by a gift store, 
operated by Zena Hoff. 

Buford passed away on 
Jan. 15, 1905, surrounded by 
members of his family. Ten 
months later on Wednesday, 
Oct. 11, 1905, his wife of 28 
years passed away and rests 
beside Buford in the Buford 
Plot at the Hillside Cemetery 
in Virginia City. The Buford 
legacy didn’t end with Sim’s 
passing. His brother, Charles H., 
took over the Buford Mercantile 
Company and was equally as 
successful as his brother in 
business. Charles was as popular 
in political and business circles 
in Madison County as Simon 
was. Charles was born on a farm 

near Rutledge, MO, on April 7, 
1860,  and at the age of 21 he 
came to Montana, arriving in 
April of 1881. He immediately 
went to work for his brother at 
the Buford Mercantile. After 
his brother’s death in 1905, 
Charles took charge of Buford 
Mercantile and remained the 
owner until the time of his 
death in 1926. Charles was 
married to Aurelia Steffens 
in Virginia City on April 7, 
1866, and two sons were born, 
Walter W. and Luther L. 

Charles was a Madison 
County commissioner for six 
years and during that time was 
a member of the State Highway 
Commission for two terms 

and during the administration 
of Gov. Sam V. Stewart, they 
succeeded in two major roads 
projects: the Buford Boulevard 
between Virginia City and Ennis 
and Project 71B, crossing the 
range between Ennis and Norris.

His wife passed away 
on Aug. 19, 1923. They 
too rest in the Buford Plot 
at Hillside Cemetery.

The Buford family seemed 
to be loved and honored by all 
and it is interesting to me to read 
and learn about a generation just 
before my family and all the 
organization which they became 
involved in and the dedication 
with which they applied their 
skills and knowledge.

By Evalyn Batten Johnson

Through the 
WINDOW OF THE ARCHIVES
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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V=T

CROSSWORD  By Eugene Sheffer

BIZARRO

All puzzle answers on B7

ACROSS DOWN

RHYMES

Save the Best for Last, Easy Easter Rice Pie Recipe

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

Your Easter table will get a bit sweeter when 
you serve Jessica Squeglia’s Easter Rice 

Pie. Like many traditional Italian desserts, it’s 
light and not too sweet. Nervous about the rice? 
Believe me, no one will ever know there’s rice 
in it unless you tell them. A dollop of sweetened 
whipped cream tops this dessert perfectly!

See step-by-step photos of Jessica’s recipe plus 
thousands more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/rice-pie
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and 

chances to win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a 
pinch”...

 

www.justapinch.com/rice-pie

What You Need
1 1/3 c cooked rice, cooled/room  
   temp (recommend Arborio)
3/4 c sugar
2/3 c ricotta cheese
4 eggs
1 pt half & half
1 tsp vanilla
1/2 tsp lemon juice, fresh
2 dashes cinnamon (1 dash in  
   batter, 1 dash on top)
1 9-10” pie crust  
   (homemade or refrigerated,  
   recommend deep dish)

Directions
• Preheat oven to 450 degrees. 
• Line a 9.5”- 10” deep dish pie 

dish with dough. This is a lot 
of filling and will come very 
close to top.

Easter  
Rice Pie

• Beat together sugar and ricotta. 
• Add eggs one at a time and beat 

until incorporated. 
• Add half & half, vanilla, lemon 

juice and 1 dash of cinnamon. 
Mix well.

• Stir in rice.
• Pour filling into crust and 

sprinkle lightly a dash of 
cinnamon on top. 

• Bake for 10 minutes. 
• Lower temperature to 350 

degrees and bake an additional 
50 minutes. Should be lightly 
browned on top and may be very 
slightly jiggly toward center (it 
will set up when cool). 

• Let cool completely. 
• Serve chilled or room temp.

“This is our 
family’s 

Easter 
tradition!”

 

By Janet Tharpe

- Janet

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Jessica Squeglia 
Peabody, MA 
(pop. 51,251)

Submitted by: Jessica Squeglia, Peabody, MA (pop. 51,251) 

Mountain View TV 
& Satellite

Your local satellite 
TV specialists

Serving Madison County since 1993

6 Sunrise Loop  682-7858  Ennis

Dish Network 
and 

Direct TV

NOVICH
INSURANCE AGENCY

Twin Bridges  •  Phone 684-5701

For All Your Insurance Needs
Serving The Ruby Valley For Over 40 Years

HI & LOIS

1	 Satan’s	minions
5	 Portion	of	N.A.
8	 Relinquish
12	 “Arrivederci”
13	 Island	souvenir
14	 Graph	line
15	 Vivacity
16	 Pitch
17	 Supermarket		 	
	 supply
18	 Constant	sufferer
20	 Do	laps	in	the			
	 pool
22	 Irreligiousness
26	 Pivots
29	 Plagiarize
30	 “The	Matrix”	role
31	 Round	of		 	
	 applause
32	 “Holy	mackerel!”
33	 Cribbage	scorers
34	 Scratch	(out)
35	 Guy’s	partner
36	 Tapestry

37	 Addition	to	a		 	
	 musical	staff
40	 Mother	of	Don		
	 Juan
41	 Pollen-producing		
	 organ
45	 Nix	a	bill
47	 Hooter
49	 Pop	flavor
50	 Detail
51	 Born
52	 Centers
53	 Put	together
54	 Mag.	staffers
55	 “OK”

1	 SALT	subject
2	 Actress	Sorvino
3	 Twosome
4	 Allayed

5	 Extreme
6	 Vast	expanse
7	 Blue	Angels’		 	
	 performance
8	 Woodsy	home
9	 San	Francisco			
	 newspaper
10	 Delve
11	 Curvy	character
19	 “Indeed”
21	 Symbol	of		 	
	 intrigue
23	 Folklore	figure
24	 Video	game		 	
	 name
25	 Velvety	forest		 	
	 growth
26	 Writer	Silverstein
27	 Huron,	for	one
28	 Like	a	first	draft
32	 Combat	area
33	 Didactic
35	 “Golly!”
36	 Pismire

38	 Travelocity		 	
	 mascot
39	 Cruise	stops
42	 Grimace
43	 Napoleon’s	exile		
	 site
44	 Doggerelist		 	
	 Ogden
45	 Energy
46	 Greek	H
48	 Marry

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN
APPLIANCE SERVICEAPPLIANCE SERVICEAPPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St.1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Thursday, April 2, 2015B4

comics & Puzzles

Interior/Exterior • Painting/Staining
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Prefinishing of Mill Work

Media Blasting • Chinking

H.F. Hardy
Painting & Decorating

paintdock @3rivers.net 
842-5119 • Sheridan

PPG and Akzo 
Nobel Products 
available at our 

retail store: 
The Paint Dock



MARKETPLACE
View classifieds online at www.madisoniannews.com/classifieds.

the Madison County

HELP WANTED

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, pri-
vate location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc

ENNIS MINI STORAGE 
New low prices with 10 x 10’s 
starting at $35. Larger sizes 
available. Call Melinda at 
596-4288.
15-tfc

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE Indoor & Outdoor 
RV/Boat storage, storage units. 
Ennis, 682-7442
18-tfc-b

FOR RENT: Call Apex Manage-
ment at 682-7112 or 581-0103 for 
long term or vacation rentals in 
Ennis and the Madison Valley.
1-tfc

2 bd apartment. Between Sheridan 
and Twin Bridges. Gas fireplace. 
Washer/Dryer. Electricity includ-
ed. $700 per month. 842-5888, eve-
nings.
50-tfc-b

FOR RENT: Retail/office unit, 
975 sf, $460/mo. plus utilities. 
682-5653
5-tfc-b

Thursday, April 2, 2015 B5

estate sales

FOR RENT: Large mobile 
home site 1 mile from Ennis. 
100 x 150’, water & sewer, 
country atmosphere, quiet. 
NO DOGS. 682-4854.
29-tfc

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree Care
Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert 

Winter is pruning and 
removal time.

Winter rates now.Winter rates now.Winter

For RENT

126 Main, Harrison -1 Bd, 1 Ba, 
all util incl. $530. a mo. Call Bay-
croft's Prop. Mgmt, Inc. 406-560-
3274
11-tfc-b

SERVICES

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 6-8 p.m.

Lone Elk Mall, Unit 4. Ennis. 
682-7844
30-tfc-b

FOR RENT in Ennis 20 x 30 
heated shops/storage. RV Storage 
also available.  581-7687.
16-2-b

Ennis Lake, Rainbow PT, fully 
remodeled home on private road 
& private lake access. $449,000 

Info @ www.ennislakefront.
com/406-581-7820

13-tfc-b

real estate

WE BUY ESTATES or 
Manage your Sale.  FREE 

APPRAISALS  www.AbleEs-
tateSales.com

 Mike and Cheryl Gordon 
842-5251

DEEMO'S MEATS
Don't stress your livestock by 
taking them to slaughter. Let 
slaughter come to your ranch.
To schedule an appointment, 

call 682-7306 or 600-0320 and 
ask for Scott.

20-tfc-b

Application for Temporary Em-
ployment:
The Madison County Weed Board 
will be accepting applications for 
Compliance Tech for the 2015 
season. Employment may be from 
May 4, 2015 to approximately 
October 15, 2015 at 16 hour/week. 
Applications and job descriptions 
are available at the Weed Board Of-
fice at; 2296 Hwy. 287, Alder, MT. 
Applications will be accepted until 
April 10, 2015.
Return Applications to:
Madison County Weed Board
P.O. Box 278
Virginia City, MT 59755
For additional information contact: 
Margie N. Edsall, or Janie Alt  at 
(406)842-5595
21-3-b

Application for Temporary Em-
ployment:
The Madison County Weed Board 
will be accepting applications for 
Field Crew Personnel for the 2015 
season. Employment may be from 
May 4, 2015 to September 30, 2015 
at 40 hour/week. Employment Ap-
plications and job descriptions are 
available at the Weed Board Office 
at; 2296 Hwy. 287, Alder, MT. 
Applications will be accepted until 
5:00 P.M. April 10, 2015.
Return Applications to:
Madison County Weed Board
P.O. Box 278
Virginia City, MT 59755
For additional information contact: 
Margie N. Edsall, or Janie Alt at 
(406)842-5595
21-3-b

Ground Sweepers
Residential and Commercial
Property Clean up. Debris re-

moval. Site mowing. 
406-599-1731

21-5-b

Portable Irrigation Pipe Press - 
steel/aluminum welding parts 
available. Repair, wheel lines, 
hand lines. ALSO: Custom built 
steel fencing, arenas, corrals. 
Call 925-1752
22-tfc-b

Cook job available at Longbranch 
Saloon. Apply within. 682-7370 
22-4-b

Healing Waters Lodge in Twin 
Bridges is now hiring the following 
seasonal positions (April 1-Oct. 31). 

•Head Housekeeper/FT
•Morning Chef/FT

•Morning Servers & Housekeepers/
PT and FT

Call 406-459-2030 to apply.
22-tfc-b

Sheridan School District No. 5 
has an opening for the following 
positions:  Part-time dishwasher, 
assistant high school track coach, 
assistant middle school track coach, 
head high school football coach, 
assistant high school football coach, 
head high school cross country 
coach, head high school cheer 
coach, and middle school football 
coach.  Information and employ-
ment applications can be obtained 
on the Sheridan Schools Website 
www.sheridan.k12.mt.us.  If you 
are interested in applying for this 
position, you may also contact 
Rebecca E. Larsen, District Clerk, 
Sheridan Schools, PO Box 586, 
Sheridan, MT 59749, or call (406) 
842-5302.
22-tfc-b

Madison Valley Public Library 
in Ennis is seeking a volunteer 
to serve on the Library Board of 
Trustees.  If interested please send 
a short letter of interest, by April 8, 
2015 to:
Madison Valley Public Library
210 E. Main
Ennis, Mt.  59729
22-2-b

Substitute Custodial Position
Ennis School District

The Ennis School is looking for 
substitute custodial help.  The 

knowledge or willingness to learn 
to work with various pieces of 
equipment, such as, floor ma-
chines, buffers, scrubbers, etc.  
Hourly rate is $11.00 per hour.   

Deadline: Until Filled.  For further 
information and a district ap-

plication call John Overstreet at 
682-4258.

22-3-b

FOR RENT: bordering the Madi-
son County Airport in Ennis. 
40’x33’ airplane hangar.
Borders the airstrip for direct ac-
cess to the runway. $450/month. 
682-7411
22-3-b

HELP WANTED:
Local excavation company looking 
for a full-time employee to start 
immediately. Interested applicants 
should have equipment experi-
ence and a Class A1 CDL. Please 
contact Matson Excavation at 
406-682-7411 to apply or for more 
information.
22-3-b

auction
NEXT 2 AUCTIONS in White-
hall Community Center: Sun-
days April 19th and May 3rd.  
April 19th AUCTION FLYER 
NOW ONLINE at WWW.
HAGEDORNAUCTION.COM
22-3-b

The Ruby Valley Hospital is ac-
cepting applications for a PRN-RN 
for back-up and staff emergencies.  
Please visit our website at www.

rubyvalleyhospital.com for details 
about this position.  The Ruby Val-
ley Hospital is an equal opportu-

nity provider.
23-2-b

Garnet USA, located in the his-
toric Ruby Valley, operates a hard 
rock garnet mining and processing 

facility that produces industrial 
quality garnet for the abrasive 

markets in the USA, as well as for 
export. Garnet USA is a part of 
the global GMA Garnet Group, 
the world’s leading producer and 

supplier of industrial garnet.
www.garnet-usa.com 
www.garnetsales.com 

SCHEDULE: 
Mon-Fri 8:00am-4:00pm

BENEFITS: Insurance Benefits 
are available to full-time regular 

employees at the first of the 
month after 30 days of employ-

ment. Garnet USA provides 
health and life insurance for 
employees and pays 75% of 

health insurance premiums for 
dependents.   There is an option 
for Dental,  Vision, Long Term 
Disability, and FSA at the em-

ployee's expense.  Other benefits 
include; Paid Time off, 7 paid 

Holidays, and Uniforms are pro-
vided after satisfactory comple-

tion of probationary period.
OPEN POSITIONS:

CDL OPERATOR LEVEL 2
Wage: $15/hour
MECHANIC

Wage: Depending on Experience
WET PROCESS SUPERVISOR
Wage: Depending on Experience
MAINTENANCE SUPERVI-

SOR
Wage: Depending on Experience

Call for more information or 
email resume! 

PHONE: 406.842.7829
EMAIL: s.powers@gusallc.com

23-1-b

The Board of Madison County 
Commissioners is accepting ap-
plications until filled, for one short 
term maintenance employee to as-
sist with custodial services, grounds 
keeping, and facility maintenance 
for the Courthouse and other 
County buildings in Virginia City, 
Montana, for the period beginning 
in mid to late April or early May for 
approximately 4 months.  Typical 
work days are Monday through Fri-
day; 6 hours per day/30 hours per 
week (may be flexible).  Additional 
hours may be worked as required 
by the Board of Commissioners.  
The hourly wage will range from 
$13.57 to $16.96 per hour depending 
on experience.  An additional $.50 
per hour will be added for possess-
ing or obtaining a low pressure 
boiler’s license.
Interested persons may request a 
job description and employment 
application by contacting the Madi-
son County Commission office at 
406-843-4277, e-mail at madco@
madison.mt.gov, or visit our website 
at www.madison.mt.gov.
Madison County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.
23-2-b

vacation 
rentals

Fishermen:  private guest house 
for night/weekends, Ennis; quiet, 
close to town; awesome moun-
tain views; reservations: 406-
579-8411; clamityannie59@ya-
hoo.com
23-4-b

wanted

Looking for place to rent in En-
nis.  Have dog and solid monthly 
income (disabled). Call 842-
5006.
23-9-b

Montana Heritage Commission
PO Box 338

Virginia City, MT  59755
www.virginiacitymt.com

Montana Heritage Commission 

in historic Virginia City 
is hiring 10 seasonal workers to 

work from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. Pay range is $9.48 - $12.60/hr. 

For a detailed description, go to 
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/

careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=
15140110 or call 406-843-5247.

The Ruby Valley Hospital has the 
following position open:  
PATIENT ACCOUNT REPRE-
SENTATIVE - Clinics: – Full-time 
position serving both our Medi-
cal Clinics in Sheridan and Twin 
Bridges. 
Duties include: Receptionist, Patient 
Scheduling & Registration, Ca-
shiering, and other office functions 
as assigned.
Candidates must be thorough and 
accurate and be able to demonstrate 
strong computer and customer 
service skills. Candidates must also 
be Knowledgeable of HIPAA Laws 
and other Privacy Acts and their 
requirements.  
Requirements: 2 to 3 years in a hos-
pital or health care organization.
Reports to: Billie Jo Rowberry, 
Revenue Cycle Manager
IF INTERESTED IN THIS 
POSITION PLEASE CONTACT: 
DENNIS J HOLSCHBACH, 
CFO / DIRECTOR of HUMAN 
RESOURCES / COMPLIANCE 
OFFICER or BILLIE JO ROW-
BERRY, REVENUE CYCLE 
MANAGER.  406-842--5453 
Please apply by letter and Resume / 
Application
The Ruby Valley Hospital is an 
equal opportunity provider.
23-2-b

Place Your Classified
682-7755

Place Your Classified
682-7755

garage sales

"Daycare" Garage Sale:  Thurs-
day, April 2, 8:00 a-2p, Madison 
Square Athletic Club
Children's toys, books, crafts and 
art supplies.  Lockers, pack and 
plays, high chairs and other chil-
dren's furniture. 
21-2-b

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$650 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc



MADISON COUNTY WEED 
BOARD YEAR 2015 HERBICIDE 
CONTRACT ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS
Madison County Weed Board is calling for 
sealed bids for Noxious Weed Herbicides 
for the 2015 Madison County Weed Manage-
ment Season. Bid specification (Type and 
Amount of Herbicides), and invitation to Bid 
forms are available at the Madison County 
Weed Board Office, 2296 Hwy. 287, Alder, 
P.O. Box 278, Virginia City, Montana, 59755. 
(406)842-5595.
Bids will be accepted until the close of busi-
ness, 5:00 P.M. Thursday, April 9, 2015. Bids 
will be opened and read publicly at the regular 
Weed Board Meeting at the Weed Board Of-
fice, Alder, Montana, at 2:00 P.M. Thursday 
April 16, 2015.
The contract will be awarded to the bidder 
whose bid is most beneficial to the County. 
Consideration will be given to Madison Coun-
ty resident bidders in accordance with MCA 
7-5-2309, part 1, which states “If there are no 
out of state bidders for a contract subject to 
competitive bid under this part, the contract 
may be awarded to the lowest and best re-
sponsible bidder that is a County Resident 
and that makes a bid that is no more than 
$500.00 or 3% higher, whichever is less, than 
the bid of the lowest responsible bidder that 
is not a County Resident”. Prices are to be 
guaranteed to September 30, 2015.
Madison County Weed Board reserves the 
right to reject any or all irregularities in Bids.
Betty Sykes, Chairperson
Madison County Weed Board
James P. Hart, Chairman
Madison County Commissioners
(Pub.  Mar.  19, 26, Apr. 2 2015) mcwb
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE’S 
SALE on May 26, 2015, at 11:00 o’clock A.M. 
at the Main Entrance of the First American Ti-
tle Company of Montana located at 122 South 
First Street in Ennis, MT 59729, the following 
described real property situated in Madison 
County, Montana:
Lot 6A of Mustang Ranches, Shining Moun-
tain Air Park, the revised plat of which is of 
record in the office of the Clerk and recorder 
of Madison County, Montana, in Plat Book 4, 
page 92. 
Michelle Kloote and Joshua Kloote, as 
Grantor(s), conveyed said real property to 
First American Title Company, as Trustee, 
to secure an obligation owed to Option One 
Mortgage Corporation, A California Corpora-
tion, as Beneficiary, by Deed of Trust dated 
on February 23, 2007 and recorded on Febru-
ary 28, 2007 as Document No. 118686.  The 
beneficial interest is currently held by Wells 
Fargo Bank, National Association as Trustee 
for Option One Mortgage Loan Trust 2007-5, 
Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2007-5.  
First American Title Company, LLC, is the 
Successor Trustee pursuant to a Substitution 
of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk 
and Recorder of Madison County, Montana.
The beneficiary has declared a default in the 
terms of said Deed of Trust by failing to make 
the monthly payments due in the amount of 
$2,121.25, beginning January 1, 2014, and 
each month subsequent, which monthly in-
stallments would have been applied on the 
principal and interest due on said obligation 
and other charges against the property or 
loan.  The total amount due on this obliga-
tion as of September 19,2014  is $306,882.43 
principal, interest at the rate of 6.00% now to-
taling $14,218.88, late charges in the amount 
of $936.92, suspense balance of $-78.75 
and other fees and expenses advanced of 
$4,449.40, plus accruing interest at the rate 
of $51.15 per diem, late charges, and other 
costs and fees that may be advanced.
The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse 
such amounts as may be required to preserve 
and protect the property and for real property 
taxes that may become due or delinquent, un-
less such amounts of taxes are paid by the 
Grantors.  If such amounts are paid by the 
Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will be add-
ed to the obligations secured by the Deed of 
Trust.  Other expenses to be charged against 
the proceeds of this sale include the Trustee’s 
fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses 
of the sale and late charges, if any.
Beneficiary has elected, and has directed the 
Trustee to sell the above described property 
to satisfy the obligation.
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the beneficiary, excepting only the 
Trustee, may bid at the sale.  The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certified checks or cashier’s 
checks).  The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed without any representation or 
warranty, including warranty of Title, express 
or implied, as the sale is made strictly on an 
as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the 
sale is being made subject to all existing con-
ditions, if any, of lead paint, mold or other en-
vironmental or health hazards.  The sale pur-
chaser shall be entitled to possession of the 
property on the 10th day following the sale.
The grantor, successor in interest to the 
grantor or any other person having an inter-
est in the property, at any time prior to the 
trustee’s sale, may pay to the beneficiary or 
the successor in interest to the beneficiary 
the entire amount then due under the deed 
of trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually in-
curred and attorney’s fees) other than such 
portion of the principal as would not then be 
due had no default occurred and thereby cure 
the default.
The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be post-
poned by public proclamation up to 15 days 
for any reason, and in the event of a bank-
ruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by 
the trustee for up to 120 days by public proc-
lamation at least every 30 days.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A 
DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION  OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Dated: January 14, 2015
Dalia Martinez
Assistant Secretary,
First American Title Company, LLC
Successor  Trustee
Title Financial Specialty Services
PO Box 339
Blackfoot ID 83221 
STATE OF Idaho )
) ss.
County of Bingham )
On this 14 day of January, 2015, before me, 
a notary public in and for said County and 
State, personally appeared Dalia Martinez, 
known to me to be the Assistant Secretary of 
First American Title Company, LLC, Succes-
sor Trustee, known to me to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing 
instrument and acknowledged to me that she 
Lisa J Tornabene
Notary Public
Bingham County, Idaho
Commission expires: 11/06/2018
 Ocwen Vs Kloote 42046.321
(Pub.  Mar.  19, 26, Apr. 2 2015) mk
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES SALE
TO BE SOLD FOR CASH AT TRUSTEE’S 
SALE on May 26, 2015, at 11:00 o’clock A.M. 
at the Main Entrance of the First American Ti-
tle Company of Montana located at 122 South 
First Street in Ennis, MT 59729, the following 
described real property situated in Madison 
County, Montana:
LOT 52 OF UNIT 2, TROUTDALE, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THEREOF ON FILE 
AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
CLERK AND RECORDER IN PLAT BOOK 4, 
PAGE 144, RECORDS OF MADISON COUN-
TY, MONTANA 
Angela K Shrader and Joseph S Shrader, 
as Grantor(s), conveyed said real property 
to Charles J Peterson, as Trustee, to secure 
an obligation owed to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as Beneficiary, by 
Deed of Trust dated February 23, 2009 and 
recorded March 5, 2009 under Document No. 
130408.  The beneficial interest is currently 
held by Bank of America, N.A., successor my 
merger to BAC Home Loans Servicing, LP fka 
Countrywide Bank Home Loans Servicing, 
LP.  First American Title Company, LLC, is the 
Successor Trustee pursuant to a Substitution 
of Trustee recorded in the office of the Clerk 
and Recorder of Madison County, Montana.
 The beneficiary has declared a default in the 
terms of said Deed of Trust by failing to make 
the monthly payments due in the amount of 
$1,421.78, beginning March 1, 2010, and 
each month subsequent, which monthly in-
stallments would have been applied on the 
principal and interest due on said obligation 
and other charges against the property or 
loan.  The total amount due on this obliga-
tion as of January 30, 2015 is $246,321.01 
principal, interest at the rate of 5.50% totaling 
$67,738.81, escrow advances of $16,211.68, 
and other fees and expenses advanced of 
$5,086.62, plus accruing interest at the rate 
of $37.63 per diem, late charges, and other 
costs and fees that may be advanced.
The Beneficiary anticipates and may disburse 
such amounts as may be required to preserve 
and protect the property and for real property 
taxes that may become due or delinquent, un-
less such amounts of taxes are paid by the 
Grantors.  If such amounts are paid by the 
Beneficiary, the amounts or taxes will be add-
ed to the obligations secured by the Deed of 
Trust.  Other expenses to be charged against 
the proceeds of this sale include the Trustee’s 
fees and attorney’s fees, costs and expenses 
of the sale and late charges, if any.
Beneficiary has elected, and has directed the 
Trustee to sell the above described property 
to satisfy the obligation.
The sale is a public sale and any person, 
including the beneficiary, excepting only the 
Trustee, may bid at the sale.  The bid price 
must be paid immediately upon the close of 
bidding in cash or cash equivalents (valid 
money orders, certified checks or cashier’s 
checks).  The conveyance will be made by 
Trustee’s Deed without any representation or 
warranty, including warranty of Title, express 
or implied, as the sale is made strictly on an 
as-is, where-is basis, without limitation, the 
sale is being made subject to all existing con-
ditions, if any, of lead paint, mold or other en-
vironmental or health hazards.  The sale pur-
chaser shall be entitled to possession of the 
property on the 10th day following the sale.
The grantor, successor in interest to the 
grantor or any other person having an inter-
est in the property, at any time prior to the 
trustee’s sale, may pay to the beneficiary or 
the successor in interest to the beneficiary 
the entire amount then due under the deed 
of trust and the obligation secured thereby 
(including costs and expenses actually in-
curred and attorney’s fees) other than such 
portion of the principal as would not then be 
due had no default occurred and thereby cure 
the default.
The scheduled Trustee’s Sale may be post-
poned by public proclamation up to 15 days 
for any reason, and in the event of a bank-
ruptcy filing, the sale may be postponed by 
the trustee for up to 120 days by public proc-
lamation at least every 30 days.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A 
DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Dated: January 14, 2015
Dalia Martinez
Assistant Secretary,
First American Title Company, LLC
Successor  Trustee
Title Financial Specialty Services
PO Box 339
Blackfoot ID 83221 
STATE OF Idaho )
) ss.
County of Bingham )
On this 14 day of January, 2015, before me, 
a notary public in and for said County and 
State, personally appeared Dalia Martinez 
known to me to be the Assistant Secretary of 
First American Title Company, LLC, Succes-
sor Trustee, known to me to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing 
instrument and acknowledged to me that she 
executed the same.
Lisa J Tornabene
Notary Public
Bingham County, Idaho
Commission expires: 11/06/2018
Boa V. Shrader 42048.833
(Pub.  Mar.  19, 26, Apr. 2 2015) mk
MNAXLP

THE MADISON COUNTY WEED 
BOARD & THE RUBY WATER-
SHED COUNCIL REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS UPPER RUBY RAC 
PROJECT
The Madison County Weed Board and the 
Ruby Watershed Council are calling for pro-
posals for weed control within the confines 
of a RAC project located in the Upper Ruby 
Watershed in the Beaverhead/deerlodge 
National Forest. Priority areas have been 
identified within the project area and maps 
of the priorities are available at the Madison 
County Weed Board Office. All work must be 
completed by September 1, 2015. Planned 
treatment of noxious weeds for this project is 
primarily spotted knapweed, houndstongue, 
Canada thistle, hoary alyssum, field scabi-
ous, and possible isolated patches of yellow 
toadflax. Proposals will be accepted until the 
close of business at 5:00 PM, April 9, 2015. 
Bids will be opened at 2:00 PM, April 16, 
2015 at the Alder Weed Board office located 
at 2296 Hwy 287 Alder, MT. 590
For more information or to request proposal 
requirements, please contact Margie Edsall 
at (406)842-5595.
(Pub.  Mar. 26, Apr. 2, 9 2015) mcwb
MNAXLP

INVITATION TO BID
Madison County will be accepting sealed bids 
for a proposal to install an emergency stand-
by generator at Sheridan Elementary School 
in Sheridan, MT.  Bids will be received by the 
Madison County Department of Emergency 
Services, 7 Placer Loop, P.O. Box 278, Vir-
ginia City, Montana, 59755-0278, (406) 843-
4253 until 4:00 pm MST on Friday the 10th of 

April, and will be publicly opened on Monday 
the 13th of April @ 10 a.m. in the commission-
ers conference room, Virginia City.
A complete copy of Request for Proposal/
specifications will be available on line:  www.
madison.mt.gov, or contact Christopher 
W. Mumme, Director of Emergency Man-
agement.  WK:  406-843-4253     email:  
direms@3rivers.net
(Pub.  Mar. 26, Apr. 2, 9 2015) mcems
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF SCHOOL DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION TO SELL OR 
OTHERWISE DISPOSE OF DIS-
TRICT REAL OR PERSONAL 
PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given by the trustees of Twin 
Bridges Public Schools, School District No. 
7 of Madison County, state of Montana that 
pursuant to 20-6-604 (MCA) a resolution ad-
opted at a meeting of the board of trustees 
of the school district held on the 17th day of 
March, 2015 states the following:
WHEREAS, the trustees of School District 
7, Twin Bridges, Madison County, Montana, 
have made a determination that real or per-
sonal property of the district has become 
abandoned, obsolete, undesirable or unsuit-
able for the district’s needs for the schools;
THEREFORE, the trustees have determined 
that these items shall be sold or otherwise 
disposed by the district in accordance with 
section 20-6-604, MCA, and proceeds from 
this sale shall be placed in the district flex 
fund; and
WHEREAS, this resolution may not become 
effective for fourteen (14) days after the no-
tice required in subsection (3) of 20-6-604, 
MCA, is made. The trustees shall provide 
notice of the resolution as required by law. 
A taxpayer may appeal the resolution of the 
trustees, at any time prior to the effective date 
of the resolution, to the district court by filing 
a verified petition with the clerk of the court 
and serving a copy of the petition upon the 
district.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Board of Trustees of the Twin Bridges School 
District 7, Madison County, Montana, au-
thorizes the sale of said property by best 
established means according to the District 
Superintendent.
Dated and posted this 19th day of March, 
2015.
/s/ Allison Wentzel,
Twin Bridges School Board Chairman  
/s/ Joyann Breakall   
ATTEST: District Clerk
1) Microscopes, galvanometer, meteorology 
kit, science filmstrips, super 8 video cassette 
player, manual filmstrip projector, micropho-
nograph, guitar and inverted router.
**Please see complete list at District Office.
(Pub.  Mar. 26, Apr. 2,  2015) tbs
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
JERRY LEE CASE, Deceased.
Probate No: DP-15-7
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to Sharon Lee 
Case, Personal Representative, c/o Kruer 
Law Firm, P.C., P.O. Box 718, Sheridan, MT 
59749, return receipt requested or filed with 
the Clerk of the above Court.
Dated this 18th day of March, 2015
I declare under penalty of perjury under the 
laws of the state of Montana that the forego-
ing is accurate and complete to the best of my 
knowledge and belief.
//s// STEPHANIE GEHRES KRUER
Attorney for Personal Representative
(Pub. March 26, April 2, 9, 2015) klf

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Annexation of Lots9-11, Block 7 of the Com-
ley Addition to the Town of Ennis. 
On April 9, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. the Ennis Town 
Commission will hold a Public Hearing, at En-
nis Town Hall, to receive comments regarding 
a proposed annexation. 
The proposed annexation is described as: 
Comley Addition, S04, TO6S, RO1W, Block 
7, Lots 9-11.
Verbal comments will be accepted at the Pub-
lic Hearing. Written comments can be sent 
to Town of Ennis/Annexation, P.O. Box 147, 
Ennis, MT. 59729, and will be accepted until 
4:00 p.m., April 9, 2015.
The proposal can be seen at the Ennis Town 
Hall during normal business hours. For ques-
tions regarding the proposed annexation, 
phone 682-4287 between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
(Pub.  Mar. 26, Apr. 2,  2015) toe
MNAXLP

TOWN OF ENNIS: NOTICE OF  
1ST PUBLIC HEARING/SIGN OR-
DINANCE
The Town of Ennis will hold a public hearing 
on April 9, 2015 at 6:00 p.m., at the Ennis 
Town Hall located at 328 W. Main Street, En-
nis, MT. for the purpose of obtaining public 
comments on the proposed Sign Ordinance 
for the Town of Ennis. 
Interested persons will be given the opportu-
nity to ask questions and express their opin-
ion regarding the proposed ordinance. Writ-
ten comments will be accepted until 3:00 p.m. 
on April 9, 2015 and will be read for the record 
at the public hearing. Written comments may 
also be mailed to PO Box 147, Ennis, MT. 
59729, faxed to (406)682-5011, or delivered 
in person to 328 W. Main Street. 
Copies of the proposed ordinance can be 
picked up for review at Ennis Town Hall or the 
Madison Valley Public Library. Questions can 
be directed to Ginger Guinn and Art Behar @ 
Ennis Town Hall or by calling 406 682-4287 
during normal business hours. 
(Pub.  Mar. 26, Apr. 2,  9 2015) toe
MNAXLP

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA, 
COUNTY OF MADISON
IN RE ESTATE OF:
CAMRON COOPER, Deceased
Cause No. DP-29-15-8
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN That the un-
dersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate.  
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice, or said claims will 
be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to TYLER P. 
COBB, JR., Personal Representative, return 

receipt requested, in care of Datsopoulos, 
MacDonald & Lind, P.C.,Attn: William K. Van-
Canagan, Esq., 201 W. Main Street, Suite 
201, Missoula, MT 59802, or filed with the 
Clerk of the above-entitled Court.
Dated this 12 day of March, 2015.
//s// TYLER P. COBB, JR.
(Pub. April 2, 9, 16, 2015) dm&l
MNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Intent to Transfer Location of Air 
Quality Permit (Pursuant to Section 75-2-211, 
MCA, and ARM Title 17, Chapter 8, Subchapter 
7, PERMIT, CONSTRUCTION AND OPERA-
TION OF AIR CONTAMINANT SOURCES).
Titan Construction has filed on or about March 
25, 2015 a notification of intent to transfer loca-
tion of an air quality permit with the Permitting 
and Compliance Division/Air Resources Man-
agement Bureau of the Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality. Applicant seeks approv-
al of its transfer of location of Crushing Plant Air 
Quality Permit #2939 to Clark Pit south of Jef-
fers. This division must approve or disapprove 
the permit transfer within 30 days of receipt of 
a complete notice of intent. Any member of the 
public with questions or who wishes to review a 
copy of the permit and the division’s analysis of 
it, or to submit comments on the change of loca-
tion must contact the division at 1520 East Sixth 
Street, PO BOX 200901, Helena, Montana 
59620-0901 - phone 406-444-3490. 
Any comments on the location transfer must be 
submitted to the division within 15 days after the 
date of this publication.
(Pub. April 2, 2015) tc
MNAXLP
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All the Veterans of Twin 
Bridges would like to send 

out a hearty thank you to all 
the people and businesses, in 

the surrounding area, that 
provided donations for our 
annual Christmas Dinner.
A very large thank you also 

goes to John Claypool who, for 
several years now, has donated 

all the turkeys cooked at this 
event. Without your outstand-

ing support it would not be 
possible for this dinner to have 
the continuing success that it 

has. Thank you all!!

THANK 
YOU

OPEN LOOSE & 
CATALOG HORSE 

SALE

----JUNE 6----
Loose Horse Sale 10 am

Catalog Sale Preview 11:30 am
Catalog Horse Sale 1 pm

Get your consignments in!

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

MOUNTAIN VIEW TV 682-7858 | 6 Sunrise Loop, Ennis

Beginning 
 Monday  MARCH 30 ongoing

G o i n g Ou t of
B us i n e s s SA LE

ENNIS

Everything 
50% off

(some exceptions)

MOUNTAIN VIEW TV & SATELLITE 
will CONTINUE serving the community 

with satellite service, TV and 
Electronic repair!

ask us about LAMINATE flooring 
& STORE fixtures

price list available
NEW STORE HOURS  10AM TO 5PM  MON-SAT



Joe Veland   

406.682.3999 
Service Work

New Construction
Remodels

PO Box 987   
Ennis, Mt   59729

Area Senior Meals
Senior meals, Virginia City

Senior meals now being served in Virginia City for citizens 60 
and over every Tuesday and Thursday at the VC Creamery for a 
nominal fee of  $3. Lunch is served 11:30 a.m. to noon.

Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges
The TBS&CC provides meals for seniors every Tuesday and 
Friday at 11:30 a.m. at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant in Twin 
Bridges for seniors 60 years and up. (Spouse and caregivers are 
invited.) Donations for meals are appreciated.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry, Sheridan
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 114 N. Main St. 
in New Beginnings. Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doris at 842-7161 or Wannetta at 842-
5783 for more information.

Meals on Wheels, Sheridan
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 years and 
over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to eat at the senior 
center, family style for $3.50 or have their meal delivered for 
$4.00. Delivered meals are within the city limits of  Sheridan and 
should be called in by 10 a.m. Call Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

Prayer requests:
682-4788     843-5296     842-7713

Find 
Fellowship 

With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY 
OF GOD

Love God, Love People
SUNDAY SERVICE

SCHEDULE
Bible Study 9:45 a.m

Worship Service 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:45

Wednesday Youth Group 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship
Joel Trenkle/Pastor

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.spirituality.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church

682-4949
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m.
Mid-Week Service,
Wednesday 6 p.m.

606 Comley Way, Ennis
6 Blocks South of City Complex

Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 
Pastor Paul Stearns
Office: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group Weds at 6:30 pm
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group Sunday evenings

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church

114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Lonnie Horn

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)

Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry

Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

We are a church dedicated

to serving this valley!

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fully Accessible
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH
Religious fanaticism and 

hatred are a world-devouring 
fire, whose violence none 
can quench.The Hand of 
Divine power can, alone, 
deliver mankind from this 

desolating affliction.

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

11:00 a.m.

Liturgy Schedule

St. Patrick, Ennis
Sunday ~ 10:30 a.m.

St. Mary, Laurin
Sunday ~ 8:30 a.m.

Deacon Andy Dorrington,
Pastoral Administrator ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Dustin 684-5255

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

 
  ALCOHOLICS

ANONYMOUS
Meeting Every Thurs. at

8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis
843-5352 Virginia City

Cryptoquip Answer: 

IF SAILORS 
CHAT ABOUT 
VERY LARGE 

WAVES THEY'RE 
ENCOUNTERING, I 
THINK OF THAT AS 

BILLOW TALK.

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

E N N I S  A L A N O N
M o n d a y  ~  1 0 : 4 5  a . m .

B a s e m e n t  o f  M a d i s o n  Va l l e y
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  E n n i s

H u g e l  &  C h a r l e s
C A L L  6 8 2 - 5 0 9 7  o r  6 8 2 - 7 0 2 3

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Celebrate Recovery
Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

Margaret Stecker, PLS  •  (406) 581-0144
Box 321, McAllister, MT  59740

Lenten Services
starting 
Feb. 18 
at 7 pm
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Ruby Valley
Baptist Church

Tony Shaw, Pastor
842-7688

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.
Wednesday Eve 7 p.m.

One block behind IGA, Sheridan

Baptist Church

ENNIS MEALS ON WHEELS
 TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY  

11:30 AM – 1 PM  
MADISON VALLEY MANOR

wednesday, APril 1:  
BEEF STEW, W/POTATOES & CARROTS, FRESH FRUIT

thursday, april 2:  
PULLED PORK, BAKED BEANS, PEA SALAD, ICE CREAM & BANANA

Friday, april 3:  
CUBE STEAK, BAKED POTATO, CAULIFLOWER, CRANBERRY COFFEE CAKE

tuesday, April 7:  
BRISKET, BAKED BEANS, ZUCHINI, CRANBERRY SCONE

wednesday, APril 8:  
CRAB CAKES, RICE PILAF, MIXED VEGGIE, APPLE PIE

Lent Services soup/
supper 6 p.m.

Grace Community FellowshipGrace Community Fellowship

Wearing and Sharing
THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD

In Association with 
The Conservative Baptists of  America

SUNDAY SERVICES
Service at Alder School at 10 am
with Sunday School following.

Christ-centered, 
Bible Based Teaching 

Open Question Forum

Tel. 406-842-5915
Pastor Tom Luksha

Sports 
Writer

Report the local sports for Laurel, Joliet & Park City. 
Hours vary and include office and travel for outside 
reporting.  Computer experience required. Full-time, 
benefits available. Send resume to: publisher@laure-
loutlook.com, P.O. Box 278, 415 E. Main Street, 
Laurel, MT 59044. 406-628-4412 ask for Tom Latos
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682-4258  • WWW.ENNIS-ECE.ORG

Spring 2015 Classes!

682-4258  

Workshops
•   Rascals, Ruffians, and Rebels Part 2:  Gary Forney

•   From Clusters of People to Globalization:  Socio-Cultural 
Evolution-John Kolstoe

•   Composting in the Madison Valley:  Kaye Suzuki
•   Thai Massage:  Jen Davies

•  Foraging In The Field: Hike with Kay Gogerty and Discover the 
Edible Herbs of Our Madison Valley

•   Bee Keeping Workshop:  Jona Khaosanga
•   Geology Field Trips (weather permitting) Russell Scruggs

SEE OUR INSERT THIS WEEK AND 
OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

·Bird Watching for Beginners
·Open Sewing

·Early Bird Yoga
·Yoga for Athletes

·Leap Into Spring Herbs
·Lone Star Quilting 
·Summer Oil Blends

·Boxing for Fitness 1 & 2 
·Pickleball

·Pickleball for Beginners
·Meteorology: Beginner’s 
Guide to Reading Clouds

· Identifying and Prospecting 
for Gems and Ores

·Bluegrass Jam Session
·Beginning Brass: A Beginning 

Class for People Who Want 
to Learn to Play a Brass 

Instrument 
·Basic Music Theory: The Nuts 

and Bolts of Reading and 
Writing Music

·Beginning Spanish
·Continuing Spanish

REGISTER NOW! 
CLASSES BEGIN APRIL 13

“The horse is the 
best teacher there is 
if you can learn to 
listen, but for now you 
may need someone to 
translate the horse’s 
language into human 
terms. Humility, time, 
dedication, discipline, 
patience, and self-
awareness are the 
major ingredients to 
achieving a confident, 
soft, willing horse.” 
~ Greg Eliel

3 DAYS:
FRIDAY, MAY 1ST  

SATURDAY, MAY 2ND  •  SUNDAY, MAY 3RD

Horsemanship I – 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

OR  Horsemanship II – 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Registration/Sign-in at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, May 1st

Each Clinic Limited to 12 Participants
Clinics Held at the Ruby Dell Ranch, Alder, MT

CLINIC:  $350 for 3 Days | Deposit $150 Due by April 24, 2015 
SPECTATORS:  $25 (All Day)

WE LOOK FORWARD TO RIDING WITH YOU!

“Greg focuses mainly on general sound 
horsemanship, an excellent teacher, and horseman. He 
worked with Buck for several years, but definitely has 

his own style.”  ~  Andy Peterson, Alder, MT

Contact: Amber Rose Mason 
amber.rose.mason@live.com
Tel: 818-279-1458

FREE ESTIMATES - Licensed & Insured

*Serving All of Southwestern Montana* 
Mick & Suzanne Hubner  -  Bob Hubner

Mob.: 406-925-1864 ~ Phone: 406-682-7253 ~ Fax: 406-682-5425
e-mail: hubner@3rivers.net - Ennis, Montana

• Pump Truck Service • Ground Heater Rental
• Footings, Walls, Slabs • 60’ Boom Truck Rental 

• Commercial & Residential Concrete
• Sprayed Foundation Coating & Waterproofing 

• Decorative/Custom Concrete/Stamped & Overlay

FULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTORFULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTORFULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTOR

South West Septic

Spiffy Biffy

Locally Owned & Operated

WWW.SWSMT.COM  •  swsmt@hotmail.com
Ennis 682-7854  •  Sheridan 842-7854  •  Cell 596-7854

Portable Toilet Rentals
They say the early bird gets the worm. As winter draws to a near and 
the Spring Cleaning & Construction season gets under way, we want 

to make sure your order gets in before our reservations fill up. 
Call (406)842-7854 to  place your order.

Don’t delay! With so many weddings, graduation parties and 
Memorial Day right around the corner, South West Septic wants to 

make sure you are taken care of. Call us today!

Thanks for your thoughtfulness
	 	 	 	 						

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank my family, friends and 

neighbors near and far for their caring 
and sharing of memories during the 

recent celebration of my 90th birthday. 
Thanks for the many flowers, cards 
and gifts. Special thanks to Andrea, 
Janet, Marty and Megan for all the 

work. I am truly blessed to live in the 
Ruby Valley and be surrounded in my 
life with so many wonderful people. 

God Bless.

Catherine Doornbos
Sheridan, Montana

Flager 
Landscaping

Since 1993

WE DO QUALITY WORK WITH 
QUALITY PRODUCTS.

Residential
Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Trees, Irrigation, 
Shrubs, Edging, 

Walkways Border 
Design & Free Estimates

Dick & Ben Flager
Alder, Mt

We will come back!

Offi ce 842-5330  -  Fax 842-7282

CONTRACTING
HILL TOP

Log Home Restoration•Chinking•Staining

23 E. Waco - Ennis, MT 59729
Cell (406) 451-2786
Fax (406) 682-3798

Office (406) 682-3799Dustin Brown

Gardener's NOtebook
Appreciate your water

By Zelpha Boyd

What a pleasure it is to 
have water – fresh, clean, 
pure mountain water! Just 
turn on the faucet and there 
it comes. Few of us take 
time to really appreciate 
this wonderful provision. 
Few of us say thank you 
to the higher power that 
provides. Maybe it’s time 
for us to think again. We 
indeed can be grateful we 
live here in the high country, 
where water if so plentiful.

After reading the article 
about water conservation in 
the Bozeman Chronicle this 
morning (March 24) I became 
conscious of the real need 
to begin right now, doing 
what we can to conserve this 
precious commodity. What 

with our growing population 
and climate change, we face 
the real possibility of being 
short of water – even here. 
In many parts of the world 
water is already scarce and 
what is there is often too 
dirty to drink. We are indeed 
blessed to be living here. 
We may have to face some 
hard choices in the future. 

There are ways of 
conserving our water 
resources right now. Let’s 
start with the water we used 
in the bathroom. At a recent 
home show I was given a 
five-minute timer. The idea 
being that we should keep 
our showers under five 
minutes. I was amazed that 
I can shower – including 
washing my hair – within 
that target time. When 

brushing you teeth, shut off 
the water and use it only 
to rinse. And not flushing 
the toilet every time saves 
enormous amounts of water. 
If it’s yellow, let it mellow, 
if it’s brown, flush it down. 
Most of us could do that.

 In the yard and garden, 
the best way to water is to 
soak the ground thoroughly 
every four to five days. 
The roots of the plants are 
then forced to go deeper 
which is beneficial for them. 
Watering every day just a 
little encourages shallow 
roots that can be harmed by 
our hot summer days. Using 
mulches to cover the ground 
reduces evaporation, as well 
as keeping the ground cooler. 
Your plants will like that! 
Planting those native high 

plains plants that require 
less water is also advisable. 
Visiting a local nursery and 
asking about these plants, 
you’ll find quite a selection 
of wonderful plant material.

All of us can become 

aware of saving water in 
many ways. Realizing 
that changing our habits 
is hard, using water 
efficiently is a must.  

I would like to propose 
that each of us take a pledge 

to change one water-using 
habit, using less water. 
Along with this pledge, 
we can also promise to 
appreciate our natural 
heritage, give thanks and 
bless our clear, clean water. 
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Ennis
Both breakfast and lunch 

served with 8 oz milk.

WED APRIL 1
Cinnamon roll

Grilled cheese, tom. soup

 THURS APRIL 2
Ham & cheese omelette

Corn dog

FRI APRIL 3
NO 

SCHOOL

MON APRIL 6
NO  

SCHOOL

TUES APRIL 7
Waffle

Beef stroganoff

Twin Bridges
All lunch menus include salad bar, 
fruit, cold milk. All breakfast menus 
include toast, fruit, milk and juice.

WED APRIL 1
Bird eggs on the half shell

Steak & lobster

 THURS APRIL 2
NO

SCHOOL

FRI APRIL 3
NO

SCHOOL

MON APRIL 6
NO

SCHOOL

TUES APRIL 7
Choice of cereal

Taco Tuesday

Harrison
Both breakfast and lunch 

served with 8 oz milk.

WED APRIL 1
Waffles

Cheeseburger

 THURS APRIL 2
Yogurt

Soup, salad

FRI APRIL 3
NO

SCHOOL

MON APRIL 6
NO

SCHOOL

TUES APRIL 7
NO

SCHOOL

Sheridan
Both breakfast and lunch 

served with 8 oz milk.

WED APRIL 1
Cereal

Macaroni & cheese

 THURS APRIL 2
French toast sticks

Hot franks and beans

FRI APRIL 3
NO 

SCHOOL

MON APRIL 6
NO

SCHOOL

TUES APRIL 7
Fresh eggs

Montana beef tacos

SCHOOL LUNCH MENUS

Toll Free 1-800-227-5894

Vacation Rental/Seasonal Cleaning
24 HR Flood & Fire Mitigation

HOME • OFFICE • RENTAL • AUTO • RV 
Carpets • Rugs • Upholstery • Windows

Serving Southwest Montana
406-683-2226

Proud member of Greater Ruby Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture

WWW.GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

Water Well Drilling , Solar Pump Systems 
for Stock Water, Pump Sales

Installation, Service & Repairs
Serving Residential & Commercial Customers

in Madison County for over 30 years
Quality Service at a Fair Price

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
1-800-843-3245(                             )

www.1800theeagle.com

915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

Open 7 Days

a Week

URGENT NEWS IF YOU USED

XARELTO
BLEEDING, STROKE OR DEATH?

Xarelto, a blood thinner given to patients to prevent blood 
clots and strokes, has been linked to serious bleeding 
episodes, strokes and death. If you or a loved one suffered 
a serious bleeding event, stroke or died after using 
Xarelto, call us at 1-800-THE-EAGLE now. No fees or costs 
until your case is settled or won. We practice law only in 
Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

JOIN  US  ON 
FACE B O O K! 
and be the first to get 

breaking news.
facebook.com/

madisonian

The astronomical highlight 
for the Montana skies in 
April is a total lunar eclipse.  
Meanwhile, the planets put on 
a show of their own as the two 
brightest planets, Venus and 
Jupiter, dominate the evening 
sky to be joined for at least 
part of the month by the other 
three naked eye planets.

The first highlight of the 
Montana night sky for April 
is a total lunar eclipse, which 
occurs in the very early hours 
of April 4. This eclipse is 
quite unusual as lunar eclipses 
go because the Moon will 
be totally eclipsed for only 
4 minutes and 43 seconds. 
That is the shortest total lunar 
eclipse since 1529 and also 
the shortest total lunar eclipse 
for the rest of this century. 
The partial eclipse begins at 
4:16 a.m. The moon is then 
totally eclipsed beginning at 
5:58 a.m. and ending at 6:03 
a.m. The partial eclipse that 
follows will only be visible 
until the moon sets at 7:10 
a.m.  Because one edge of 
the moon will be so near to 
the edge of Earth’s shadow 
during totality, that edge will 
be much brighter than the 
rest of the face of the moon, 
which should appear deep red 
as normally happens during 
totality for a total lunar eclipse.  

Turning to planetary 
highlights, all five naked eye 
planets appear at least part 
of the month during April. 
Brilliant Venus sets over three 
hours after the sun as April 
begins and after midnight as 
the month comes to a close. 
Venus passes just to the left of 
the Pleides star cluster on April 
12 and 13 and to the right of 
Aldebaran, the brightest star 
in the constellation Taurus, on 
April 19. Lower in the western 
sky is the Red Planet, Mars, 
which sets about 90 minutes 
after the sun as April begins 
and sinks into the solar glare 
by around April 20.  At about 
the time Mars is disappearing 
from view in mid April, the 
innermost planet, speedy 
Mercury, comes into view low 
in the western horizon. By the 
time April comes to a close, 
Mercury sets almost two hours 
after the sun. The other real 
standout in the evening sky is 
the second brightest planet, 
the giant planet Jupiter. Look 
for Jupiter almost straight 
overhead as darkness falls. 
The question mark shaped 
group of stars just to the left of 
Jupiter is the head of the lion 
in the constellation Leo. Once 
Venus sets, Jupiter dominates 
the night sky until it sets about 

two hours before sunrise as 
the month begins and about 
three hours before sunrise as 
April comes to an end. The 
gap between Jupiter and Venus 
continues to shrink throughout 
the month. Saturn joins the 
parade of planets when it rises 
a little after midnight as the 
month begins and a little after 
10 p.m. as the month comes to 
a close. Saturn is located just 
above the three stars forming 
the claws of the scorpion in 

the constellation Scorpius.
The moon is full when it is 

totally eclipsed on April 4. The 
moon passes just to the left 
of Spica, the brightest star in 
the constellation Virgo, on the 
evening of April 4. The moon 
passes to the left of Venus on 
April 21 and to the lower left 
of Jupiter on April 26. The 
moon passes below Regulus, 
the brightest star in the 
constellation Leo, on April 27.  

For meteor shower 

watchers, the Lyrid meteor 
shower peaks on the morning 
of April 23. This shower 
normally produces no 
more than 18 meteors per 
hour, although on very rare 
occasions, it has produced 
significantly more meteors 
than that. The moon sets at 
around 1 a.m. on April 23, 
so the best time to see the 
shower this year is between 1 
a.m. and when the sky starts 
to brighten toward sunrise.

Montana
Night 
Skies

By Richard Stouffer

Highlights for April

Submitted by Linda Holden
Twin Bridges Schools

SENIORS  
Paige Phillips  
Woody Puckett  
Phil Vial  
Mic Wetherbee  
Jared Wisler  
Ashlee Bryson  
Gibson Butler  
Julia Cox 
Seth Dustin  
Tristen Guillot  
Katie Hall  
Gabe Johnson 
Dusty Kiem  
Josh Kneeland   
Nolan Konen  
Baylee Lawrence 
Sami Nicholls  
Kassidy Patritti  
Ezra Redfield  
Spencer Stewart  

Michael Walsh  

JUNIORS
Jessica George  
Megan Martin 
J.D. Mehlhoff 
Rylee Mehring  
Justin Nelson  
Monty Tipps  
Bill Yeager  
Madyson Beagley 
   
Alice Giem  
Mariah Mays  
Kjersten Sandru  
Gabbi Stephens  
Eric Swenson   
      
SOPHOMORES
Cooper Christensen 
Audrey George  
Laryssa Jones   
Skiela Mager  

Mickey Patritti    
Brooke Schandelmeier    
Kaleb Bausch  
Haley Fournier  
Sierra Frandsen  
Mara Johnson  
Chase Kneeland   
Brooke Smith  
Cassie Williams  
Ericka Delgado  
    
FRESHMEN
Megan Bausch 
Matt Buscemi  
Kaleb Garrison  
Beth Huttinga  
Eddie Kelly  
Kailee Oliverson  
Andrianna Pollorena 
Noah Harbor  
Mick Hendrickson 
Ruth Redfield  
Sierra Rinta  

Savanna Stewart   
Emily Dustin  
   
EIGHTH-GRADE
Ethan Kneeland 
Bailey Mays  
Sydney Post  
Ayden Anderson 
Nora Humbert 
Taryn Johnson  
Blu Keim  
Clancy Phillips  
Makenna 
Adams   
Steven Smathers  
 
SEVENTH-GRADE
Ashleigh 
Guinnane  
Brooke Mehlhoff  
Rob Dale  
Avery George  
Lydia Harbor  

Trystan Harmon 
Jake Hughes  
Nate Konen  
Bryce Nye  
Dante Salerno  
CJ Wayland  
Beth Wrzesinski  
Aaron Grabil  
Cody Scott  
   
SIXTH-GRADE
Axton Anderson  
Shawn Head
Bonnie Humbert
Molly Humbert
Hadley Johnson  
Will Morris
Raychel Rhyner 
Hunter Sager
Kyie Salerno
Gracie Sams
Carl Shaw  
Tate Smith

Bailey Stockett  

FIFTH-GRADE
Pablo Babcock
Adelean Baker
Jasmine Banks
Zane Carter
Connor Curnow
Kara Dale
Piper Denno
Kate Fisher
Lilly Grabil
Morgan Hendrickson
Sam Konen
Hailey Pack
Tyler Pancost
Francesca Pollorena
Taylor Smith
Lexie Stockett
Ethan Wayland
Landen Wentzel
Derek Wright

Twin Bridges third quarter honor roll
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682-4023
115 Main St., Ennis, MT

Evenings: Adults $8  • Children (12 & under) $6 Show time at 7:15 pm, 
Box Office opens at 6:30 pm

Friday-Sunday, April 3-4 • CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY!

Find us on at MadisontheatreennisFind us on at Madisontheatreennis

Matinee Sunday 4:00 pmFriday & Saturday 7:15 pm

Coming Soon - 
THE DIVERGENT SERIES: INSURGENT (PG-13), HOME (PG)

www.ennismovies.com

CINDERELLA (PG)
Being held over one more week!

MONDAYS 

Commissioner’s 
Meeting, Virginia City

Madison Co. 
Commissioners meet 
every Monday, unless 

noted, public welcome. 
9:30 a.m. Annex Building

TUESDAYS

Fly-tying Roundtable, 
Ennis

Come one, come all. 
Tuesday nights 6:30 - 

8:30 p.m.  Ray Plante's 
cabinet shop at 113 
Antelope Meadows. 

Lego Club, Ennis
Come to the Madison 
Valley Public Library to 
join, build and create 
every Tuesday after 
school until 5 p.m.   

Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Tuesday 
of each month from 

4:30 - 6:30 p.m. in 
County Commissioner’s 

conference room in 
Broadway Annex.

Children's Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City

Every Tuesday at 10:30 
a.m. at the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

WEDNESDAYS

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.

For all ages and skill 
levels - Two Tables
At the Pony School

Info @ 685-3481 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-in, 9:00 

a.m. Meeting, 9:30 a.m. 

MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 
Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley 

Public Library, 10:30 
a.m. 682-7244

Grief Support 
Group, Ennis

Everyone welcome. 
Meets every 

Wednesday, 5:30 
p.m. Madison Valley 

Baptist Church

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF 

EA. MONTH
Regular monthly 

meeting noon at the 
Madison Valley Baptist 

Church on 287 N.

MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley 
Manor SunRoom

FRIDAYS

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 
a.m. Madison Valley 

Public Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts 

live music in the tasting 
room, 5:30 p.m.. See 
the weekly ad on this 
page for performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. See the weekly 

ad on this page for 
weekly performers.

B10

THURSDAYS ARE NOW 2 STAMP THURSDAY
Come in and get 2 stamps on your loyalty Cards with every drink purChase

SATURDAYS ARE LADIES NIGHT
at willie’s 5:30 – 7:30 pm • $2.00 off all CoCktails

LIVE MUSIC 
friday april 3rd: paul Boruff

friday april 10th: the grangers
friday april 17th: stiff in all the wrong plaCes

friday april 24th: Jay alm

Come join the fun, listen to some great music from 5:30 – 7:30 
and enjoy spirits with a western flavor!

NORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGS

Pool & Cafe 
(September - May)

noon - 10 sat-sun
4-10 thurs-fri-mon

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

    HOURS:

Fri 4/3 Dave L
Acoustic guitar/vocals

Sat 4/4 - Heather Lingle 

Alt Country/Rockabilly

Sun 4/5 Gallatin Grass     

Bluegrass

MUSIC THIS WEEKEND:   

O P E N  F O R  2 0 1 5

Montana’s Best “Little Course”
Regulation 9 Hole Public Course with 

outstanding condition and views
Tennis Courts

Cart and Club Rentals
Driving Range

Twilight Green Fees All Day

Award Winning PGA Staff and PGA Pro Shop
Video Golf Lessons

Tee Times – 406-682-7468
www.madisonmeadowsgolfcourse.com

Patrick Stoltz, PGA Professional

2258 Hwy 287  •  842-5543  • Licensed & Insured

High Country Irrigation, 
Landscaping and Nursery

Call us now for a free quote on your Sprinkler 
System, Landscaping and Lawn Care. 

May 9th the Nursery and Garden Center will 
be officially open to the public.

Don’t Forget! 

THURSDAY 
APRIL 2

Business After Hours, 
Ennis

Business After Hours 
will be hosted by The 

Agency Insurance 
Division at110 W. Main 

Street in Ennis, from 5 to 
7 p.m.  BAH is a great 

networking event!

Madison Valley 
Presbyterian Church 

Maundy Thursday, Ennis
7:30 p.m. Come join us 
as some of our church 

members will be reading 
to commemorate 
the Last Supper.

SATURDAY 
APRIL 4

Ennis Lions Club Easter 
Egg Hunt, Ennis

11 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
for the Ennis Community.  
All are welcome.  There 

will be sepate hunt areas 
for age groups from 

toddler to 12 year old.  
Bring your own basket 

to fill with real eggs and 
candy filled plastic eggs.  
Visit with the Easter Lion.

SUNDAY 
APRIL 5

Easter Sonrise Service, 
Twin Bridges

Mountain View Chapel 
invites you to worship 
our Risen Lord at the 

Madison County 
Fairgrounds in the 

bleachers next to the 
crow's nest at 7:30 a.m. 
Breakfast will follow at 
the church at 9 a.m.

Madison Valley 
Presbyterian Church 
Easter Worship, Ennis

11 a.m. Please come 
join us for Easter worship 
and afterward for a ham 

dinner and potluck.

Virginia City Easter Egg 
Hunt, Virginia City

1:30 p.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
on Boot Hill in Virginia 

City.  Three age groups, 
prizes will be awarded!  
See the doves released 

for a beautiful flight!

Sunrise services, Ennis
Several Madison Valley 

churches will be coming 
together to celebrate 

the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ at 7 a.m.  This 

year’s location is at the 
Madison Meadows golf 
clubhouse. Attendees 

are encouraged to 
dress warm – it is an 

outdoor event.

TUESDAY 
APRIL 7

Pasture health 
workshop, Ennis

12-2 p.m., Basement 
of First Madison Valley 
Bank.  Dave Scott will 
present on techniques 

to benefit herd and land 
health. Please RSVP by 
noon, Friday, April 2 by 
calling the MCD Office 
at 682-3181 or emailing 
sunni@madisoncd.org. 

WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 8

Friends of the Sheridan 
Public Library Board 
meeting, Sheridan
4:30 p.m., Sheridan 

Public Library. Friends 
of the Sheridan Public 
Library regular monthly 

board meeting.  We 
meet at the Sheridan 

Library to discuss 

planning for upcoming 
events.  We welcome 

anyone who is interested 
in volunteering for a one-
time event or would like 
to be involved ongoing. 

THURSDAY 
APRIL 9

Madison Valley Book 
Club, Ennis

1 p.m. at Madison Valley 
Public Library. Discussion 
of Don’t Let Me Go by 

Katherine Ryan, led 
by Kevin Brenneke.

FRIDAY
APRIL 10

Ennis School Board 
Meeting, Ennis

2:30 p.m. in high 
school room 3. 

SATURDAY 
APRIL 11

WordSongs: Bringing 
Poetry to Life, Ennis

1 p.m. at Madison Valley 
Library. April is National 
Poetry Month and this 

program helps celebrate 
poetry. The presenter 

is Dave Casserio, 
a former literature 

professor at MSU Billings. 
The duo draws from 
contemporary and 

past poets and poetry 
of diverse cultures and 
subject matter, period 
and themes and fuses 
them with the music 

of jazz, blues, classical 
and folk traditions. The 

presentation is followed 
by audience question 

and answer and 
discussion. This program 

is brought to you by 
the Friends of Madison 

Valley Public Library from 
Humanities Montana.

SUNDAY 
APRIL 12

Gardening Clinic, Alder
1 p.m. free gardening 

101 clinic at High Country 
Irrigation, Landscaping 
and Nursery's location 

in Alder. 2258 MT 
Hwy 287, Alder.

WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 15

Montana Superhost 
Training, Ennis

9 a.m. Montana 
Superhost training, a 

tourism and hospitality 
program, to be held 

at the El Western 
Conference Center 

at 9 a.m. This is a free 
event. Limited to 

30 participants.  For 
questions and to 

RSVP call 682-4388.

THURSDAY 
APRIL 16

MVHA speaker – history 
of A.M. Welles, Ennis

4 p.m. at First Madison 
Valley Bank. Ann 

Hokanson will give a 
history of the A. M. Welles 
Corp. They are the ones 
that haul Talc from the 
mine above Cameron 

to Three Forks. They also 
do other construction.

FRIDAY 
APRIL 17

Tax Relief Gathering, 
Sheridan

Come join the Friends 
of the Sheridan Library 

at the Episcopal Hall for 
our annual Tax Relief 
Gathering from 6:30 - 
8:30 p.m. There will be 
a selection of wines for 

tasting, an array of foods 
and appetizers and 

music provided by the 
Silver Bow String Quartet. 

Please call 596-7397 
for more information.

SATURDAY 
APRIL 18

Madison and Ruby 
Valley conservation 

districts banquet, 
Virginia City

5:30 p.m., Virginia City 
Elks Lodge. Celebrate 
the 2015 Stewardship 
Award winners, and 
the amazing natural 

resources of our area! 
Enjoy a great dinner 
by the Shovel and 
Spoon and dance 

the night away with 
Little Jane & the Pistol 
Whips! Call 682-3181 
or 842-5741 for tickets 
or more information. 

FRIDAY 
APRIL 18

Chautauqua, Virginia 
City

Potluck dinner at 6:30 
p.m. and performances 

start at 7:30 p.m. 
The Chautauqua 

brings entertainment 
and culture for the 
whole community 

with speakers, 
teachers, musicians, 

entertainers and 
specialists of the day.

Poet Laureate 
presentation, 
Virginia City

The Elling House Arts 
& Humanities Center 

in Virginia City is 
very pleased to host 

Tami Haaland, 
Montana's Poet 

Laureate, who will be 
presenting a workshop 
program for Madison 

County students 4 p.m.  
Each of the county 

high schools has been 
invited to send selected 

students to attend, along 
with home-schooled 

students.  The workshop 
will provide students to 
have an introduction 
to poetry and poetry 
writing skills presented 
by one of America's 

most respected poets.

Join us on 
Facebook! 
and be the first to get 

breaking news.

facebook.com/madisonian
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