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Madison County dispatch 
was contacted at approximately 
2:40 a.m. on Jan. 20 with reports 
of a fire at the Sportsman’s 
Lodge in Ennis, according to 
Sheriff Roger Thompson.

“The Madison Valley 
Rural Fire Department, along 
with the Harrison and Vir-
ginia City fire departments, 
responded,” Thompson told 
The Madisonian. “The Ennis 
Ambulance was in support.”

The Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office was also a 
first responder and assisted 
with directing traffic. 

Though Thompson said 
he could not confirm if the 
building was a “total loss,” 
he did say the main structure 
was heavily damaged. The 
call for assistance came from 
an employee, Thompson said. 
There were no injuries.

Madison County director of 
emergency management Chris 
Mumme said the Sheridan and 
Hebgen Basin fire departments 
arrived on scene to help as well.

“The dining room area is 
a total loss,” Mumme said. 
“The back bar area and casino 
have a lot of smoke and heat 
damage – the extent of the 
damage is not determined.”

Mumme said Ennis fire chief 
Shawn Christensen was the inci-
dent commander – Christensen 
organized an exterior defensive 
attack, essentially, the firefight-
ers surrounded the establish-
ment to contain the flames and 
were able to save all the cabins 
that surround the restaurant. 

“(Christensen) really ap-
preciates the efforts from all the 
fire departments and everyone 
who helped out,” Mumme said.

More than 400,000 gallons 
of water were expended fight-
ing the fire and the Madison 
County maintenance depart-
ment and the Montana Depart-

ment of Transportation arrived 
to spread gravel on the area 
to prevent firefighters from 
slipping on ice, which was a 
result of the amount of water 
used and cold temperatures. 

Mumme said the fire was 
contained around 7:30 a.m., 
and crews were finishing mop 
up around noon on Tuesday.

Ennis Chamber of Com-
merce president John Way 
said the establishment is a 
“big part” of Ennis history.

“It’s been an anchor point in 
Ennis forever,” Way said. “It’s 
shocking that (this happened).”

Madison County com-

missioner Jim Hart agreed 
with Way’s statement – Hart 
said he has breakfast at the 
Sportsman’s Lodge almost 
every Saturday and Sunday.

“It’s a sad deal,” Hart said. 
“Not only in the historical 
sense because of how long the 
building has been there, but 
because of the number of people 
who are going to be out of a 
job for who knows how long.”

The cause of the fire has 
not yet been determined, but 
on Tuesday before The Madiso-
nian’s press time, Mumme said 
a state inspector was on scene.

SPORTSMAN’S LODGE 
IN ENNIS BURNS

In the early morning hours of Jan. 20, the Ennis 
restaurant and bar caught fire
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Christmas Eve 2014 was one 
of the worst nights of Bobby 
Bock’s life. Bock, who lives in 
Ennis, said Christmas is usually 
his favorite holiday, but this 
year he was without his com-

panion dog and best friend, a 
golden retriever named Sadie. 

Sadie was taken from 
Bock’s yard at the south end 
of downtown Ennis on Sept. 
12 at approximately 10 a.m.

The town instantly ral-
lied around Bock, creating 
flyers and posting them all 
over the area and sharing the 

information via Facebook. 
If Christmas Eve was one of 

Bock’s worst nights, Christmas 
Day was one of his best days.

One of Bock’s friends in 
Ennis received an anonymous 
call from someone in Califor-
nia who had seen photos of 
Sadie shared on Facebook and 
thought he or she knew where 

the dog was. After a little 
more digging, Bock’s friends 
uncovered a Facebook profile 
of a man living in California 
who traveled around Mon-
tana, Wyoming and Idaho 
earlier in 2014 and returned 
home with a golden retriever. 

After more than 4 months without his companion dog, 
Bobby Bock and Sadie are reunited

SADIE IS HOME
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The Sheridan Public 
Library is the local reposi-
tory for thousands of historical 
articles, documents and photos 
relating to the Ruby Valley, 
according to Friends of the 
Library member Carol Delisi.

“We don’t have a museum 
or a place right in Sheridan 
for these historical docu-
ments, or even all the photos,” 
Delisi said, explaining why 
the library board and friends 
came up with the idea for an 
expansion. “We don’t have a 
great place to store them.”

The library’s project – Sheri-
dan Preservation and Assis-
tance in Community Education 
(S.P.A.C.E.) – just began its first 
phase, which will construct a 
state-approved archive space 
for the historical collection.

When completed, the expan-
sion will be a 528 square foot 
archival area, which will be an 
addition on the north side of 
the library building. Delisi said 
phase one should be completed 
by the end of April. The estimat-
ed cost for the construction and 
furnishing of the archival room 
is $95,000 – the fundraising 
campaign already has $73,000 
and grant writer Diana Smith is 
still working on grants to bridge 
the funding gap, Delisi added.

Before the project was 
finalized, the library board 
and friends of the library 
reached out to the community.

“We asked the community 
what they thought was impor-
tant,” Delisi said. “Everyone 
wanted a safe place to store 
Sheridan’s history. The other 
important part was being able 
to access that history. If people 

The first phase of construction 
will provide a climate-

controlled room for archives

Sheridan Library 
moves forward 

with construction of 
addition
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The United States Geologi-
cal Survey water-monitoring 
gage located near the Varney 
Bridge will not operate this 
year because previous fund-
ing sources can no longer pay 
for it, according to Madi-
son Watershed Coordinator 
Sunni Heikes-Knapton.

“It’s an important piece 
of information for all kinds 
of people who use the river,” 
Heikes-Knapton said. “It got 
24,000 web hits just last year.”

In 2010, a group of vari-
ous organizations like the 

Madison River Foundation, 
the Madison Conservation 
District, PPL Montana and 
the Montana Bureau of Mines 
and Geology partnered with 
the USGS to reactive the 
Varney Bridge gage, Heikes-
Knapton said. USGS gages 
collect information on water 
f low, water temperatures, 
air temperatures and more.

“The previous support-
ers have run out of money,” 
Heikes-Knapton said. “Unless 
we find another source to sup-
port it, it will be shut down.”

Ennis resident John Way is 
a f ly-fishing guide who owns 

Future funding 
unsure for USGS 

Varney Bridge gage
Without funding, the USGS 

gage near Varney Bridge will not 
operate next season

Turn to LIBRARY on pg. 2

Turn to USGS on pg. 2

Turn to SADIE on pg. 2

Photo courtesy of Chris Mumme
The front dining room of the Sportsman’s Lodge in Ennis was destroyed 
by a fire on Jan. 20; the bar and casino area sustained burn and smoke 
damage.

Photo courtesy of Chris Mumme
Multiple crews of firefighters work to contain the blaze by 7:30 

a.m. on Jan. 20 – the fire started at approximately 2:30 a.m.

Photo courtesy of Kelly Kivlin
Sadie the golden retriever 
is Bobby Bock’s best friend 

and companion dog.
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Last week’s winner came in the 
form of an anonymous voice mail 
on our answering machine! We’re 
using the honor system here … if 

you were the person who correctly 
identified the photo as the Jefferson 
River near Silver Star, call back and 

leave your name and number!

want to do research, they will 
be able to go in there easily 
and get to the documents.”

Library board member 
Carol Lee Swager said the 
new archive room will pre-
serve documents that are 
important to the whole town.

“We’re preserving all the 
old records that go back to 
the 1800s for the city, the fire 
department and the woman’s 
club,” Swager said. “Some of 
them are even stored under-
neath my house right now.”

Swager said many docu-
ments were temporarily 
stored in a small room at the 
fire department, but she took 
them several years ago to 
keep them safe at her home. 

“Everyone is interested 
in the preservation,” she 
said. “But people will get 
more and more interested 
when they see how they will 
be able to access them.”

Phase two
Though phase one is in the 

works, phase two will happen 
much farther down the road. 

“The larger portion is phase 
two,” Delisi explained. “It will 
include an expansion area for 
books and an expanded chil-
dren’s reading area. The other 
thing we’re really looking for-
ward to is a community room 
because many groups use the 
library and put on programs.”

The estimated budget 
for phase two is $681,750 – 
fundraising for that has not 
started yet, but Delisi said 
the library received a dona-
tion from the James Cox 
Kennedy Foundation for 
$250,000 for the construc-

tion of the community room.
“We haven’t started the capi-

tal campaign for phase two,” she 
said. “We will start that after 
the completion of phase one.”

With the completion of 
phase one, library director Bill 
Talbott said the library will 
also work toward digitizing 
all the documents, which will 
be an “ongoing process.”

“Generally, the proj-
ect will more than triple 
our floor space,” he added. 
“It will give us the oppor-
tunity to use the library in 
new and exciting ways.”

a f ly shop in town. Way is also 
on the Montana State Board of 
Outfitters. He said the Varney 
gage is incredibly important 
for the f ly-fishing community.

“Most of the guides I know 
look at the gage,” he said. 
“The guides in Ennis use that 
portion of the river more than 
the rest and (the gage) gives us 
an accurate reading of what’s 

happening in our backyard.”
Way prints out the 

USGS information daily 
and even has copies avail-
able for people to pick up 
at his shop downtown. 

“It tells us f low and change 
in f low in real time,” he said. 
“Especially in the spring 
and early summer, when 
f lows are drastically chang-
ing, it’s really important.”

The Varney gage cov-
ers the Madison River along 
the most recreated stretch of 
river, Heikes-Knapton said. It 
is the only gage between the 
one south of Cameron near 
the Sun Ranch and the Ennis 
Dam, north of town – nearly 
a 50 mile stretch of river, 
Heikes-Knapton added.

The gage has run from 
March through October 

every year since 2010 and it 
costs $11,000 to monitor and 
distribute the information.

Way said losing that in-
formation will make his job 
– and the job of all Madison 
River fishing guides – harder. 

“It’s an important tool 
in our arsenal,” he said. 
“It’s a reference point on 
the river to look at.”

“They said, ‘We think it’s 
Sadie but you need to come 
look at the computer and see 
what you think’,” Bock said. 
“The first picture they showed 
me, I knew it was her.”

The man who took Sadie 
created a Facebook photo 
album journaling his tour of 
the Western states, and Bock 
said the first photo with a 
golden retriever was taken ap-
proximately 15 miles south of 
Ennis 10 minutes after Sadie 
disappeared on Sept. 12. 

“He claimed he found her 
all muddy and matted but 
that’s not true,” Bock said. 
“She is always with me.”

Four days before Christ-
mas, Bock turned to prayer 
for comfort in a dark time. 
He lit a candle and placed a 
photo of Sadie with photos 
of Saint Francis of Assisi, 
the patron saint of animals. 

“Four days later that call 
came in,” Bock said. “I can’t 
think that’s a coincidence.”

Bock contacted the Madi-
son County Sheriff’s Office to 
figure out a next step. He and six 
friends wrote letters ensuring 
with 100 percent confidence 
that the dog in the photos on 
Facebook was Sadie and gave 
those to the sheriff as well – the 

sheriff then contacted the sher-
iff’s department in California. 

While the two sheriff’s 
offices were communicating, 
a friend of a friend living in 
California contacted the man 
who had Sadie directly and 
requested he take the dog to 
a specific veterinary clinic in 
California to guarantee she was 
in good health. The date of the 
vet appointment was initially 
Jan. 6 – if the man brought Sadie 
in without issue, Bock said he 
would not press charges. How-
ever, when the veterinary clinic 
had an opening on Monday, Jan. 
5, and the man was contacted 
to bring Sadie in earlier, he 
balked at the idea, Bock said.

The California sheriff’s of-
fice went to the man’s house and 
told him if he refused to bring 
Sadie to the vet, they would 
issue a warrant, Bock said. 

Two of Bock’s Ennis 
friends got a rental car from 
the Noack’s, free of charge, 
and traveled to California with 
Bock in tow to pick up Sadie.

“That’s just one of the 
many examples of how kind-
hearted and incredible the 
people of Madison County 
are,” Bock said of the couple 
who helped him. “The whole 
thing has been a miracle.”

The instant Sadie heard 

Bock’s voice she was her lively 
self, tail wagging and jump-
ing to get to him. Now, the best 
friends are home and Bock said 

he is still “beside himself.”
“I still just look at her 

when she’s by my chair and 
go, ‘Sadie, is this real’?”

LIBRARY from pg. 1

USGS from pg. 1

SADIE from pg. 1

Photo courtesy of Kelly Kivlin
When Bobby Bock was reunited 

with his dog, Sadie, he said he 
could hardly believe it was real.

Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian

The current Sheridan Public 
Library does not have room 
for the town’s archives, which 
is why an addition is cur-
rently under construction.
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*Editor’s note: Madison 
County is home to three new 
Big Sky Watershed Corps 
members this year – we will 
be introducing one a week 
for the next three weeks. 
First, meet David Stout.

This is not David Stout’s 
first rodeo. He previously 
worked with the Big Sky 
Watershed Corps in 2012 
for the Lower Musselshell 
Conservation District 
based out of Roundup. 

“I worked with different 
partners in the watershed 
focusing on ground water 
quality and surface water 
quality along the river and 
helping irrigators,” Stout 
explained. “I also did some 
riparian re-vegetation work 

and bank stabilization.”
The BSWC is an Ameri-

corps program that places 
members in a Montana 
watershed community, where 
they are under the supervi-
sion of a supervisor while 
assisting with projects rang-
ing from data collection to 
water monitoring and more.

Stout grew up in northern 
Illinois and graduated col-
lege from DePaul University 
in Chicago. Stout initially 
worked for a conservation 
district in Illinois and then 
started working for Applied 
Ecological Services, focus-
ing on ecosystem restora-
tion across the Midwest. 

“The Montana Conserva-
tion Corps is well known 
throughout the country as an 
excellent organization to work 
with,” Stout said, explaining 
why he turned his thoughts to 
the west. “I come from eco-

logical restoration and I really 
like working in watershed 
management. I heard about 
the opportunity in the Ruby 
(Valley) and applying was 
an easy decision to make.”

During his 11 month 
term, Stout will focus most 
of his efforts on creating a 
drought resiliency program 
– essentially, he will be 
working on ways to use the 
Ruby Valley as a model for 
creating drought resilience 
throughout a watershed.

“I’m going to be doing a 
lot of project based work,” 
he said. “First, I’ll be tak-
ing inventory of all the data 
we have already because 
there has been a lot of really 
great work done in the Ruby 
on everything from surface 
water to ground water … 
using that as a stepping stone 
to create projects that will 
have a cumulative impact 

on the amount of water and 
the quality of that water 
is the best way to do it.”

Stout said he hopes to im-
plement some of the project 
ideas by the end of his term. 

Ruby Watershed Coor-
dinator Rebecca Ramsey 
said she is excited to 
have Stout serving with 
the organization.

“He is going to be doing 
an inventory of the Ruby 
watershed including what 
information is available such 
as various maps and stud-
ies to really tell the story of 
the history of agriculture in 
the Ruby Valley and what it 
looks like currently and what 
it may look like in the fu-
ture,” Ramsey said. “Then he 
is going to identify potential 
projects and then implement 
them and create a plan for 
implementation in the future.”

BIG SKY WATERSHED CORPS MEMBER GETS TO WORK IN RUBY VALLEY

David Stout will focus on a drought resiliency program for the next year

Photo courtesy of Rebecca Ramsey
David Stout works at his office in Sheridan.
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“When you log onto your 
computer desktop, do you ever sit 
and wonder about what made your 
Internet access possible?” Twin 
Bridges eighth-grader Blu Keim 
introduced an essay about miner-
als, metals and the world of tech-
nology with that simple question.

Keim likes math. She also 
plays basketball and runs track and 
cross-country. This year, as part 
of her science grade, Keim and 
the rest of her class participated 
in statewide contest hosted by 

the Montana Mining Association 
(MMA) – in late December, the 
MMA informed Keim and the 
school that she had placed first 
out of all the eighth-graders who 
participated across the state. 

“It took us all about two and 
a half weeks to research the topic 
and write it,” Keim said. “It was 
a big part of our science grade.”

The essay prompt fo-
cused on exploring what role 
mineral and metal mining 
has in the digital world. 

“Mining is how Montana got 
its start,” Keim said, explaining 
the importance mining has on the 
state. “There was gold in Vir-

ginia City and copper in Butte.” What Keim discovered 
throughout her research is that 
mining is an important piece of 
Montana’s history, but is also 
relevant in the world today.

“If you snap a picture of 
your gourmet dinner to Pinter-
est or text a silly face to your 
best friend, your cyber-actions 
are transported into the digital 
world by the help of minerals,” 
Keim writes in her essay. “The 
minerals Arsenic and Gallium 
are used to make the ampli-
fier and receiver in a cellular 
phone, allowing us to send and 
receive pictures and texts from 
and on our mobile phones.”

In her essay conclusion, 
Keim comes to the realiza-
tion that mining is incredibly 
important in the modern world. 

“Realizing how far the world 
has come just because of these 
small, maybe even microscopic 
minerals and metals, seems like 
a miraculous event to the human 
race. Also, remembering that 
without prospectors and miners of 
the early days, humans would not 
have the helpful technology such 
as mobile phones, computers, or 
even the internet, that we all take 
for granted every now and again.”

Twin Bridges Elementary 
School principal Brian Smith 

said Keim is an excellent student 
and a leader in her class.

“She has a terrific attitude 
about school and excels out-
side the classroom as well,” 
Smith said. “Her winning this 
award is a testament to her 
work ethic and her prowess in 
school and her writing ability.”

Placing first in the contest 
was a “surprise,” Keim said. 
For her writing, she received a 
$400 check from the MMA – 
which she is not yet sure how 
she will spend – and will travel 
to Fairmont in May to read her 
essay to the mining associa-
tion at their annual conference. 

TWIN BRIDGES 8TH-GRADER PLACES FIRST IN STATEWIDE CONTEST
Blu Keim’s essay for the Montana Mining Association discussed minerals and metals in the digital world
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The Sheridan school board 
unanimously voted to approve 
the purchase and installation 
of magnetic locks on all 11 
of the school’s exterior doors 
at their regular board meet-
ing on Jan. 13, 2015.

“We’ve been getting a lot 
of bids from different outfits 
to use magnetic locks on all 
exterior doors,” Superintendent 

Mike Wetherbee explained. 
“The doors work with fobs 
– a computer chip opens the 
door and they can be deacti-
vated if a key goes missing.”

Another perk of the system 
allows both school secretar-
ies to lockdown the building 
with the click of a button.

The school board approved 
a bid for $38,000 for the 11 
exterior doors, Wetherbee ex-
plained. He added the project 
will be completed in February.

The money for the project 

is from a building reserve 
fund for the purposes of 
safety and security improve-
ments, according to school 
clerk Becky Larsen.  

“The district was able 
to make transfers … from 
each general fund at the end 
of FY13 and FY14,” Larsen 
told The Madisonian. “The 
original transfer amounts for 
FY13 were $7,000 on the high 
school side and $44,200 on the 
elementary school side. The 
transfer amounts in FY14 were 

$6,600 for the high school and 
$4,000 for the elementary.”

The board was able to 
make the transfer following 
the 2013 legislative session, 
where Senate Bill 348 was 
passed – the bill allowed 
school districts to transfer 
funds from any budgeted or 
non-budgeted fund, except the 
debt service fund or retirement 
fund for the purpose of safety 
improvements, Larsen said. 

“This money needs to 
be expended by June 30, 

2015, or it will need to be 
transferred back to the origi-
nating fund,” she added. 

Board chairperson Rhonda 
Boyd said the school board 
created a safety committee at 
least two years ago – the new 
door system is just one project 
the board hopes to complete. 

“School safety has obvi-
ously been in media headlines 
for years now,” Boyd said. “We 
have concerned parents, stu-
dents and community members. 
It’s something that needs to 

be part of what we focus on in 
the school. Hopefully a cri-
sis will never happen, but it’s 
important to have a plan.”

Up next on Wetherbee’s 
agenda? Putting an interior 
door in the elementary to divide 
the classrooms from the front 
of the building, which is of-
ten used by the community.

“Our elementary is relatively 
safe as it is,” he said. “But we’re 
looking at putting in doors to cre-
ate an access restriction point.”

Sheridan uses state grant to improve school safety
S H E R I D A N  S C H O O L  B O A R D

Submitted By Michael Wright
University of Montana 

School of Journalism

Rep. Pat Noonan, D-
Ramsay, does not see a good 
reason why Montana should 
not use federal money avail-
able under the Affordable Care 
Act for Medicaid expansion.

“We’ve all paid into this,” 
Noonan said. “To get no return 
on our investment does not 
seem like a smart move.”

Noonan says the money that 
would be coming back is money 
Montanans paid in taxes, and he 
will have to say that a lot in the 
next few months. He is going 
to be the sponsor of Gov. Steve 
Bullock’s Medicaid expansion 
proposal, which will use the 
additional federal funding. 

The plan would provide 
health care to as many as 
70,000 uninsured Montanans 
and would cost the state noth-
ing until 2017. That year, the 
state would pick up 5 percent of 
the cost and the federal govern-
ment would pay 95 percent. 
After that, the state would 
eventually pay 10 percent. 

With the current system, 

the state pays 1/3 of the cost. 
In fiscal year 2013, the total 
cost of Montana Medicaid 
exceeded $992 million. State 
projections say the cost will 
exceed $1 billion this fiscal 
year and reach $1.2 billion by 
2016 under the current system.

 Any new proposal that 
uses funds available under the 
Affordable Care Act will face 
a challenge from Republicans 
who are not comfortable with 
the conditions that come with 
the money – such as having 
Medicaid cover people earning 
up to 138 percent of the poverty 
level (around $15,800 per year) 
and ceding control over the pro-
gram to the federal government.

A small group of Repub-
licans met several times over 
the interim and brainstormed 
ways to provide a solution 
without accepting more federal 
funds. Members of the group 
say the expansion offered 
under the Affordable Care Act 
is a disincentive for people to 
work, and that a state-based 
solution would be better. 

Either way, the different 
proposals on expansion seek to 
fill a coverage gap for people 

who earn between 50 and 100 
percent of the federal pov-
erty level, which is $11,500 a 
year. People earning less than 
$6,000 a year can get Medic-
aid now, and people earning 
more than $11,500 a year are 
eligible for coverage through 
the insurance exchange.

This battle might sound 
like a re-run. A bill to expand 
Medicaid with the plan under 
the Affordable Care Act failed 
in 2013 after a mistaken vote 
left the bill to die in committee. 

One thing the Democrats 
have pledged to do differently 
this time is to get the bill mov-
ing earlier. In 2013, it did not 
see a committee hearing until 
March, and was essentially 
dead by the end of the month.

“There’s a concerted ef-
fort to get the discussion 
moving sooner than last 
time,” said Senate Minority 
Leader Jon Sesso, D-Butte.

But still, accepting fed-
eral money with the con-
ditions of the Affordable 
Care Act faces considerable 
Republican opposition. 

“Obamacare expansion is 
lazy,” said Rep. Art Wittich, R-

Bozeman, one of the members 
of the informal working group. 

Wittich and others have 
said covering people earn-
ing up to 138 percent of the 
federal poverty level is too 
much, and is a disincentive to 
work. He’d rather the Medicaid 
be capped out at 100 percent of 
the federal poverty level and be 
reformed to a type of managed 
care, in which a case worker 
helps the people on Medicaid 
make health care decisions. 

Sen. Fred Thomas, R-
Stevensville, agreed with 
Wittich. Thomas said he wants 
Medicaid to cover only the 
poorest and most vulnerable 
people – like veterans, people 
with disabilities and parents 
who earn less than $11,500 a 
year. He said expansion under 
the Affordable Care Act would 
make “able-bodied childless 
adults” eligible for Medicaid. 

He also said the state 
would be able to pay for case 
workers with the savings they 
would create by choosing 
quality low-cost options for 
Medicaid recipients. And if 
that did not work, he said the 
$300 million “rainy day fund” 

Gov. Bullock insisted on 2013 
session – and asked for again 
this session – could cover it. 

“Obviously the mon-
ey’s there to take care of 
this,” Thomas said. 

Some Republicans are not 
totally against accepting avail-
able federal money, however. 

Sen. Ed Buttrey, R-Great 
Falls, said he does not have 
a problem with accepting 
federal funds, but he has the 
same problem with the eligibil-
ity that Thomas does. He said 
the plan will have to address 
that for him to vote for it. 

“It’s going to have to be 
more than an all-inclusive 
plan,” Buttrey said. “I’d 
like to have a plan where 
need is required.”

Bullock’s Medicaid expan-
sion bill will likely start in 
the House Human Services 
committee, which is chaired 
by Rep. Wittich and controlled 
by a 10-7 Republican majority. 
This is where the rules deal 
negotiated in the first week may 
be instrumental. It gives both 
parties six chances to move a 
bill out of committee and onto 
the floor with 51 votes – the 

move usually requires 60.
Legislators have said that 

at least 10 Republicans, if not 
more, would join with the Dem-
ocrats to get the bill to the floor 
for debate, and that accepting 
federal funds has a chance to 
make it through both houses. 

Noonan said that just 
shows that more people are 
realizing that a solution 
needs to be reached on 

this issue.
“Even some of the 

most staunchest critics 
have realized nothing is 
not an option,” he said.  

* Michael Wright is a re-
porter for the Community News 
Service at the University of 
Montana School of Journalism. 
He can be reached at michael.
wright@umontana.edu.  Follow 
him on Twitter @mj_wright1.

See the 
Legislative 

Roundup 
on page A8
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Medicaid expansion: 
More than a legislative re-run
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K&L Mortuaries & Crematory, Inc.
842-5731

Continuing to build relationships and
meet your funeral and cremation needs since 1964

Now Operating a Newly Installed Crematory
To Meet Our Cremation Customer Needs

Pre-need Services Available
Twin Bridges ~ Ennis ~ Three Forks ~ Sheridan ~ Harrison  -  Whitehall ~ Boulder

Christensen
406-682-4748 ~ Behind D&D Auto

201 MADISON ~ ENNIS, MT

R e n t a l s

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Now open Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Landscape • Lawn & Garden
Home Improvement & Construction

RENTING: THE RIGHT WAY TO GET THINGS DONE

Rototillers, Power Rakes & Aerators
Backhoe, Skidsteer & Mini Excavator

Call for availability!

Ask about the weekend rate - pick up on Saturday by noon and 
return Monday morning for a 1 day rate!

Dear Editor,

I read with consternation the 
article in the Jan. 14, 2014 edi-
tion of The Madisonian regard-
ing a recent policy change of the 
Madison Conservation District. 
The conservation district is the 
agency issuing permits (Section 
310) for construction or other 
activity that might encroach 
upon waterways or bodies in 
the Madison Valley. The CD is 
also tasked with issuing pen-
alty orders for those that might 
have violated the Section 310 
permit regulations.  Heretofore, 
if a citizen observed a viola-
tion of the Section 310 permit 
regulations, the citizen would 

be required to visit the conser-
vation district office, prepare a 
complaint form and provide his 
or her name and other contact 
information.  The conservation 
district has decided that going 
forward it will undertake in-
vestigation and enforcement on 
complaints made anonymously. 

Last year I obtained a Sec-
tion 310 permit for an improve-
ment on my property and found 
the conservation district to be 
attentive, cordial, timely and 
professional. With that said, I 
find the conservation district’s 
decision to act upon anonymous 
complaints to be out of character 
for Montana but also in con-
flict with the principles of our 

Constitution. The Sixth Amend-
ment provides the accused in a 
criminal matter the right to be 
“confronted with the witnesses 
against him.” Yes, I understand 
a Section 310 fine levied by 
the conservation district likely 
does not rise to the level of a 
criminal prosecution, yet this 
does not diminish the rationale 
behind the Sixth Amendment’s 
requirements. It is simply that 
every person should be able to 
confront and examine those that 
would complain against him or 
her. In every tyranny a weapon 
of the powerful has been use 
of anonymous complaints.  

The conservation district 
says the rationale is that some 

persons are afraid of making 
complaints. Is there a systemic 
pattern of threats or intimida-
tion infesting the good will and 
honesty of our county? If so, I 
would like to know about it. The 
scale of justice demands that the 
rights of the accused be given 
greater weight in this matter.   

I suggest the conservation 
district alter its policy and take 
complaints over the phone but 
as a condition of acting upon the 
same that it obtain the contact 
information of the complainant.  

Jay Bingham
McAllister

Concern with anonymous complaints to conservation district

Thanks to the Alder Rural Fire Department
We would like to take a moment to thank the Alder Rural Fire Department. We appreciate your quick re-

sponse and all the help you gave us when we had a fire at our home on Jan. 6.  

Many thanks,
Andy and Marylin Verhow

Alder

A true gem in the Ruby 
Valley, Sherry Moran Clay-
pool, passed away on Thurs-
day, Jan. 15, 2015, after a 
courageous battle with cancer. 
She was 73 years young.  

On a rainy day in July 
Sherry was born on the Moran 
Ranch in Alder to parents 
Leonard and Mildred Moran. 
She went to school in Alder 
and continued in Sheridan.  

Surrounded by friends 
and family on Nov. 22, 1959, 
Sherry married the love of 
her life, Frank Claypool in 

Laurin. Sherry and Frank 
were ranchers in the Ruby 
Valley for more than 50 years. 
In addition to her love of the 
ranch, Sherry also shared 
her love and talents with the 
Al-der Veterinary Clinic and 
the Sheridan School District.  

Survivors include her 
loving husband, Frank, and 
their wonderful children: 
Patti of Living-ston, Karen 
of Forsyth, Nancy (David) 
of Dixon, David of Fires-
tone, Colo., Janet (Ryan) of 
Mis-soula and Ben (Jill) of 

Johnstown, Colo. She will 
greatly miss her nine beautiful 
grandchildren: Andy, Addy, 
Isaac, Jennifer, Brian, Con-
nor, Nathan, Clara and Lilah.  

A celebration of Sherry’s 
life will be held at the Alder 
Fire Hall on Sunday, Jan. 25 
at 1 p.m.  The family wel-
comes everyone to bring any 
notes or cards for the family, 
but most importantly, favor-
ite memories. Private fam-
ily placement of ashes will 
take place at a later date.

Sherry Moran Claypool
July 1942 – January 15, 2015

George “Beeky” Al-
brecht, 92, of Alder died 
Jan. 13, 2015, at the To-
bacco Root Mountains 
Care Center in Sheridan.

   Beeky was born May 13, 
1922, to Hans and Blanche 
Albrecht in Sheridan. He 
spent the majority of his life 
in the outdoors. He was an 
avid fisherman, hunter, trap-
per and cook. I guess you 
could say he loved to feed 
people. If he knew of some-

one who might be in need, 
he would make sure they had 
something to eat. Even as a 
child he fished and hunted 
to help feed his family.

   Beeky married Betty 
Jacob Felton on Dec. 15, 
1949. Together they raised 
their four daugh-ters.

   He was preceded in death 
by his wife Betty, his parents, 
eight brothers and sisters, son 
David and daughter Kimberly.

   He is survived by his 

brother Bud; three daugh-
ters Dixie (Wayne), Carol 
(Victor) and Sandy (Rich-
ard); eight grandchildren; 
11 great grandchildren; and 
many nieces and nephews.

   Services were held 
Monday, Jan. 19, 2015, at 2 
p.m. from the K&L Mortu-
ary Chapel at Sheridan with 
Rev. Frank Wesselius offici-
ating. Interment with mili-
tary honors followed in the 
Taylor Cemetery at Alder.

George “Beeky” Albrecht
May 13, 1922 – January 13, 2015

Find your good time!
 Fast.   Easy.   Comprehensive.  
Searchable.

Find your good time!Find your good time!Find your good time!

CIVIC EVENTS, 
LOCAL SPORTS, 
CLASSES, 
CONCERTS, 
PLAYS, 
GOVERNMENT
MEETINGS, 
FUNDRAISERS...

CIVIC EVENTS, 
LOCAL SPORTS, 

EVENTS@MADISONIANNEWS.COM
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•Newly built condo-living in quiet neighborhood
•Single level-no stairs

•2BD/2BA/2-car heated, attached garage
•Beautiful views of the Ruby Valley

•Maintenance-free grounds
•406-596-1111

RUBY GLEN HOMES 
IN SHERIDAN NOW RENTING!!!

www.montanabuds.com • 406-763-6727  • mtbuds68@gmail.com

Montana’s #1 provider 
of Medical Marijuana 

FIND RELIEF.

This CBD-rich strain can 
help manage peripheral 
neuropathy.

Web
Sativa

Webster

Pk
Indica

Pure Kush

This popular indica 
strain can help 
relieve multiple 
sclerosis symptoms.

CALL 1-800-NEW-HEAR
(800-639-4327)

www.HearingAidInstitute.com
1211 Grand Avenue, #2 • Billings, MT

FREE HEARING CLINIC!
HEARING TEST • FEB. 2ND

By appointment only – 9:00 am-5:00 pm

FREE
SERVICE CENTER
ON ALL BRANDS

JAN. 26TH

No appointment necessary
9:00 am-11:00 am

HOLIDAY INN – 1701 Sheridan Avenue • Cody, WY

Serving the community since 1944!

Providers for WY Farm Bureau “Clear Value” • American Hearing Benefits • Bozeman Deaconess
Federal Blue Cross Blue Shield • Three Rivers Communication • NRA

MADISON SQUARE ATHLETIC CLUB
#5 Sunrise Loop, Unit J Ennis

200 S 23rd Ave E-1 Bozeman MT

FEBRUARY 5  • ENNIS MT
By Appointment Only- 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

No appt. necessary! 
10 a.m.-11 a.m.

FREE
SERVICE CENTER
ON ALL BRANDS

JANUARY 29 

MT

HEARING TEST

Abigail Dennis
The Madisonian

 a.dennis@madisoniannews.com

Business
Briefs

Prime rib at McAllister Inn
Do not miss out on prime 

rib night at the McAllister 
Inn north of Ennis. The new 
steakhouse and bar is open 
seven days a week, but on 
Wednesdays, swing by for 
a choice cut of prime rib.

Hearing clinic in Ennis
Having difficulties hear-

ing? Just want to get your 

ears checked out? Make an 
appointment and swing by the 
Madison Square Athletic Club 
on Feb. 5 from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Dinner with chef Amy Kelley
Enjoy music by Quenby 

and a delicious dinner from 
chef Amy Kelley at Wil-
lie’s Distillery today – Jan. 
22. Seating is limited so 
be sure to call ahead.

3-7-77

V.C. Cafe

Next door to the Pioneer Bar

featuring 

serving 5-8 pm
Friday & Saturday Jan. 23/24

Beyond Words.
YOUR future 
     is OUR future.

THE MADISONIAN.  Advertise today.
682-7755

Submitted by Tom Palmer
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

Montana’s fishing regula-
tions restrict anglers from 
importing live bait fish into 
Montana. It is also illegal to 
release live bait fish of any 
kind into Montana waters.

Bait fish and the water 
they are contained in can 
carry disease, invasive spe-
cies or foreign organisms. If 
released into a body of water 
the biological impacts can be 
devastating and irreversible.

“It is illegal to move bait 
fish between states,” said 

Eileen Ryce, Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks. “While 
this regulation is particularly 
easy to forget for anglers who 
may cross state lines dur-
ing a single fishing trip, it is 
critical these days that we all 
take responsibility for moni-
toring our use of baitfish.”

For details on the use of 
live bait in Montana check 
the Montana fishing regula-
tions online at fwp.mt.gov.

Ryce said anglers should 
dispose of live bait in a zip-
lock bag that is put into a 
landfill or in a garbage bag 
bound for a landfill site.

Winter anglers can 
help protect 

Montana’s waters
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The Madisonian
k.koenig@madisoniannews.com

BOYS BASKETBALL 
ROUND UP

Ennis Mustangs 78, 
Sheridan Panthers 20

The Mustangs capital-
ized on nine three-pointers 
as they scorched the visiting 
Panthers in conference bas-
ketball action last Friday.  

Gavin McKitrick led the 
way with three trifectas and 
five other Mustangs found the 
bottom of the net from be-
hind the big arc in the route. 
Jake Knack scored 12 of his 
game-high 16 points in the 
first quarter as Ennis raced to 
a huge 26-9 first quarter lead.  

McKitrick hit two of his 
long-balls early in the second 
stanza to further the Mus-
tang lead and Kyler Barney 
knocked down one of his two 
three-pointers. Ennis went to 
the locker room up 48-12.  

Colter Kenworthy got 
hot in the third quarter 
and buried seven of his 12 
points, which included a 
pair of threes of his own.  

Every Mustang player 
scored at least two points in 
the winning effort. McKitrick 
and Ty Morgan each netted 11 
for the Mustangs while Sam 
Wood and Cam Haag finished 
with four and three points 
respectively for the Panthers.  

Ennis        26   22   18   12   78
Sheridan     9     3     7    1    20

Harrison Wildcats 50, 
Shields Valley 66

Jed Fike continues to 
impress as he led his Wild-
cats with 16 points in a tough 
fought battle against the Shields 
Valley Rebels last weekend.  

The Wildcats hung right 
with the Rebels in the first 
quarter thanks to some solid 
outside shooting by Chas Buus 
and Fike’s four points. Two 
missed free-throws were all 
that kept Harrison from knot-
ting it up at 15 points each.  

Harrison’s defense could 
not corral Rebel Tristen 
Jenkins as he drained 10 of 
his 19 points in the second 
quarter to pad Shields Valley’s 
30-21 half time advantage.  

Jarod Nye came out of the 
locker room with the hot hand 
and buried a couple three-
pointers, but the Rebels got hot 
as well and began to pull away.  

Despite Fike’s heroic 
eight point fourth quarter, the 
comeback attempt was stalled 
by the sharp-shooting Rebels 
and the Wildcats would fall 
66-50. Chas Buus added 11 
points and John Ervin pounded 
out 10 in the losing effort.  

Harrison    13     8   12   17    50
Shields       15   15   18   18    66

Harrison Wildcats 34, 
Three Forks 59

The Wildcats could not 
rally from a huge first quarter 
deficit to overtake class B foe 
Three Forks last weekend.  

The Wolves launched a 
19-6 assault on the home team 
and further extended that lead 
in the second quarter to give 
Three Forks a 39-17 advan-
tage at the break.  All but two 
Wolves scored points in the 
first half to set up the route. 

Zane VonBergen man-
aged to drain a couple three-
pointers in an attempt to ignite 
a comeback, but the relentless 
Three Forks club continued to 
pull away in the final quarter.  

VonBergen led his Wildcats 
with eight points and John Er-
vin chipped in six in the effort.   

Harrison        6      11   7   10    34
Three Forks  19    20   7   13    59

Ennis Mustangs 77, 
Gardiner 68

Jake Knack and Walker 
McKitrick combined for 
52 points as the Mustangs 
chiseled out a win against 
Gardiner last weekend. 

In a hotly contested ball 
game, the Mustangs led by 
only three points at the con-
clusion of the first quarter.  

Then the Mustangs spent 
some time at the charity stripe.  

Ennis shot 16 free-throws 
in the second quarter. Making 
good on half of them allowed 
the Mustangs to add one point 
onto their lead as they went to 
the locker room at half time.  

Up 36-32, seniors McK-
itrick and Wylie Leo com-
bined for 14 points in the 
third quarter to extend the 
Mustang lead to six points. 

Then it was back to 
the free throw line.   

Twenty-eight free-throws 
were hucked in the fourth 
quarter, Ennis shot 18 of 
them. It was Knack’s 7-10 
that made the difference. 
Combined with a pair of field 
goals, Knack scored 11 points 
for his Mustangs in the final 
stanza to help fuel the surge.  

Knack ended the game with 
23 points while McKitrick 
banged home a game-high 29. 
The win extends Ennis’s win-
ning streak to three games.  

Ennis     22   14   20   21   77
Gard      19   13   18   18    68

Twin Bridges Falcons 62, 
Sheridan Panthers 34

Twin Bridges remains 
perfect and the Panthers re-
main winless after a lopsided 
rumble in the Ruby Valley.  

Nine of twelve Falcons 
scored points in game where 
only two players scored in dou-
ble digits. Twin Bridges got to 
work early with a 17 point first 
quarter while the struggling 
Panthers only managed eight. 

The Falcons would con-
tinue to dominate in the 
second quarter and enjoyed 
a 32-15 halftime lead.  

Following a dominating 

third quarter, Twin Bridges 
owned a commanding lead and 
Sheridan managed to out-
score their opponents by three 
buckets. However, the dam-
age had already been done.  

Tracen Eggers led all scor-
ers with 16 points. Fellow 
Falcon Cooper Christensen 
added nine points while James 
Bendon and Wesley Armstrong 
chipped in eight points each.  

Colter Kenworthy paced 
the Panthers with 12 points 
and Sam Wood netted 10.  

Twin Bridges   17   15   21   9    62
Sheridan                   8     7     7   12   34

Twin Bridges Falcons 
versus Lima

No statistics were made 
available at press time.  

GIRLS BASKETBALL 
ROUND UP

Harrison Lady Wildcats 45 
Shields Valley 43

The Lady ‘Cats staved 
off disaster last week-
end and snatched a vic-
tory out of the jaws of defeat 
against Shields Valley.  

The runnin’ Rebels were 
the first team this season to 
score 20 points on the for-
midable Wildcat defense 
and they did it to earn a 
34-31, third quarter lead.  

After nearly a dead even 
first period, the ‘Cats erupted 
in the second to take a 22-14 
lead into the locker room. 
That momentum would be 
abruptly silenced as the Rebels 
made it rain from three-
point land and made good 
on three three-point plays.  

Shields Valley owned a 
three-point lead when the ball 
became live in the final quarter.  

Britt Cooper was sent 
to the line five times for ten 
free-throws and came away 
with an uncharacteristic 
30 percent completion rate. 
However, Taya DeFrance took 
over the game with six of her 
team-high 15 points and Ad-
die Nesbit added three of her 
five in that quarter as well. 

Though the margin was 
small, it was enough and 
the Wildcats squeaked out 
another conference win.  

Harrison    11   11    9   14    45
Shields       12    2    20   9    43

Harrison Lady Wildcats 42, 
Three Forks  22

It seems that it does not 
matter who they play, the 
stingy Lady Wildcat defense 
continues to impress. The Lady 
‘Cats ripped off a huge win 
against class B Three Forks 
last weekend and the Wolves, 
like so many of Harrison’s 
victims, could not score in the 
double digits in any quarter.  

Harrison trailed in the 
first quarter, but thanks to 
Addie Nesbit’s four points 
and Britt Cooper’s perfect 
free-throw shooting, the 

deficit was not too great.  
The Lady ‘Cats turned 

the tables in the second pe-
riod by erasing the Wolves’ 
lead and taking a 19-16 lead 
into the locker room.     

Now that the word is out 
about Cooper, a few of the 
Wildcats’ supporting cast 
are finding ways to hurt their 
opponents. Alecia Panagakis 
netted five of her 11 points 
in the second stanza while 
Nesbit and Taya DeFrance each 
found themselves in three-
point-play opportunities.  

Panagakis would go on 
to earn her team 11 buckets 
while Nesbit and DeFrance 
would contribute eight 
and seven respectively.  

Game honors, however, 
still belong to Cooper. 

Her eight third quarter 
points would outpace the 
Wolves’ entire second half as 
the Wildcat defense swarmed. 
Harrison remains perfect on 
the season with the 52-22 
win. The only other team to 
boast a perfect conference 
record is Twin Bridges. 

That matchup will occur 
Thursday night in Twin Bridges 
and it will not be one to miss.  

Harrison         6   13   15   8   42
Three Forks   9    7     6     0   22

Ennis Lady Mustangs 31, 
Gardiner 71

Ennis struggled to put 
the ball in the hole against 
a sharp-shooting Gariner 
Bruin team last weekend.  

The Lady ‘Stangs only 
managed four points in the 
opening quarter and could not 
find a way to slow the high-
powered offense of Gardiner 
as the Bruins stacked up 20 
points and a commanding lead.  

The Bruins made good on 67 
percent of their free-throws and 
cashed in on five three-pointers. 
The led 36-13 at the break.  

Makenzie Moen scored 
both of Ennis’s field goals in 
the third quarter and polished 
off five in the fourth to lead 
her Mustangs with 14 points. 
Laney McNally and Brigit 
Croy chipped in four points 
each in the losing effort.  

Ennis        4     9     5    13    31
Gardiner 20   16   15    20     71

Twin Bridges Lady 
Falcons 58, 
Sheridan Lady Panthers 9

The injury-depleted Lady 
Panthers were no match for 

top-ranked Twin Bridges 
last weekend as they fell 
by nearly 50 points in the 
Ruby Valley matchup.  

The Lady Falcons con-
tinue to muster a tremen-
dous defense as they held 
the Lady Panthers to only 
nine points in the contest.  

Twin Bridges cruised to a 
22-4 first quarter and, foot on 
the gas, never looked back.  

All but two Falcons 
scored points in a game 
whose outcome was all but 
decided in the first period.  

   The unyielding Lady 
Panthers continued to fight 
for every bucket and four 
of their six players secured 
points for their team.  

Alexis Woirhaye paced 
the panthers with three 
points while Charlie Bailey, 
Cady Guinnane and Des-
tiny Fabel each added two.  

Mara Johnson dropped 
14 for the Lady Falcons 
and Megan Martin con-
tributed 12 in the win.  

Twin Bridges   22   15   12   9    58
Sheridan           4      0     3   2      9

Twin Bridges versus Lima
No statistics were made 

available by press time. 

Ennis, Sheridan matchup: About more than basketball
Kurtis Koenig

The Madisonian
k.koenig@madisoniannews.com

Coaches who have been 
around the game long enough 
have generally experienced 
the volatile rollercoaster 
of success. Sometimes the 
measurement of success is 
the win column; sometimes it 
is scoring more than a hand-
ful of points in one half.  

In either case, the coach can 
only control so much of what 
goes on between the whistles.  
The lasting impression, the 
true meaning of high school 
sports, is what occurs during 
the timeouts, before the ball is 
put into play, or the chalk talk 
in the locker room at half time.  

It is in these moments 
when young athletes look to 
their coaches for guidance, 
boundaries and the life lessons 
they crave but rarely ask for.  

These concepts were 
made manifest in the En-

nis gym last Friday night. 
Sheridan is down this 

year. It is that simple.  
Their school’s enrollment 

is down below 60 students. 
Combine that with injuries 
and the Sheridan roster was 
limited to six athletes as they 
squared off against Ennis.  

The Lady Panthers are 
winless in conference play. 

It is the rollercoaster, and 
Sheridan is in a down trough.  

 “We are struggling right 
now to stay healthy,” noted 
head coach Wendy Fable. 
“We are down three play-
ers with knee injuries.”  

This was not of-
fered as an excuse. 

The six Lady Panthers 
who remained did everything 
they could to stay in the game, 
this despite a one-point first 
quarter. It was not as though 
Sheridan did not have oppor-
tunities, they did; sometimes, 
the ball just will not go in 
the hole no matter how much 

the hurler wishes it would.  
Meanwhile, the Lady 

Mustangs could do no wrong.  
Eight different Mustangs 

scored in the first quarter.  
Flash back a week.  
Against Harrison, just seven 

days prior, the Lady ‘Stangs 
went to the locker room with 
only one point at the half.  

Rollercoaster. 
It is in situations such 

as these that the real 
coaching is done.  

What can a coach do to 
marginalize the agony of defeat 
and, in some cases, rede-
fine what a win is? Perhaps 
it is teaching young athletes 
when enough is enough.  

 “I definitely talk about 
(sportsmanship) a lot,” Mustang 
coach Nick Burgess said. “I 
think there is a whole lot more 
to the game than just the game.”  

Perhaps he was referring 
to when he pulled his start-
ers at 3:40 in the first quarter. 
And he kept them out. Only 

two points were scored by 
a Lady Mustang starter for 
the remainder of the game.  

 “There are so many other 
lessons that are taught,” he 
said. “Like teamwork and 
the importance of develop-
ing younger players.”

Like Hannah Calo.  
Calo is a cross-country 

runner who wanted to play 
a little basketball. It is un-
likely that she knew she would 
earn game scoring honors 
mid-way through the sea-
son. She finished with 16.  

It might seem second nature 
to most coaches to teach a 
group of teenagers the impor-
tance of honor, mercy and gen-
eral politeness, but what about 
fighting through adversity?  

What is most impressive 
about the Sheridan girls’ squad 
is their indefatigable desire to 
finish every play. And they 
did this with only six play-
ers to carry the burden.   

With 3:10 remaining in 

the second quarter, down 
32-1, an exhausted Alexis 
Woirhaye nabbed a steal, took 
it for a coast-to-coast ride, and 
came away with two points, 
Sheridan’s first field goal.  

Immediately, teammates 
Charlie Bailey and Cady 
Guinnane found a bucket, and 
Sheridan was suddenly on a 
6-0 run. All this while Panther 
top guns April Degel and Janie 
Smart were icing their knees.  

As the final minutes 
ticked away and the game 
was all but decided, the Lady 
Panthers did not roll over. 
With no substitutes (Guin-
nane had fouled out), the 
remaining Lady Panthers 
f lew around the court look-
ing for a chance to bring the 
team to double digit scoring. 

Perhaps this heroism was 
due to Fabel redefining what 
a win would be; perhaps it 
was the girls’ innate desire to 
never go quietly into the night. 
Whatever the goal, the Lady 

Panthers believed in it, and 
they were going to fight for it. 

Sheridan has won only a 
single game this season. Their 
depleted roster will make 
future wins more difficult to 
come by. And yet, the string 
of losses which have darkened 
the Lady Panthers’ season thus 
far typifies a very important 
lesson that can be gleaned 
from sports:  there is always 
more you can do if you refuse 
to be defeated in your mind.  

As if on cue, freshman 
Destiny Fabel launched a 
deep three-ball, and it found 
its mark. In that moment, the 
scoreless third quarter was 
erased. In that moment, the 
Lady Panthers could play seri-
ous ball. In that one moment, 
the purple-clad crowd, and 
especially the ladies on the 
court, experienced a win.  

Rollercoaster.  

Ennis          27   13   12    3      55
Sheridan     1     7     0     3      11

Nancy Nesbit/The Madisonian
Jed Fike gets past Kyle Frye on a fast break play. 

Nancy Nesbit/The Madisonian
Megan Skillman drives to the basket on Kassidy Keltner 
and Kaybrea Ray. 
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Ed Hatlee Is more than a Handyman, he is knowledgeable in plumbing, electrical, 
tile, and carpentry. He has been helping me do a lot of remodeling to an 

unfinished house.  He is dependable, hard working, and also neat and meticulous. 
As a single woman, I am very comfortable with him working in my home.

~ Bev Gross, Cameron

A testimonial:

Old style, histOric jack fence made the way 
the Old timers did. jacks handmade. the Best 

hOrse fence. Very easy On wildlife. 

581-3424  •  lpjohn@3rivers.net • lodgepolejohn.com
Acrylic paintings also available on my website.

South West Septic

Spiffy Biffy

Locally Owned & Operated

WWW.SWSMT.COM  •  swsmt@hotmail.com
Ennis 682-7854  •  Sheridan 842-7854  •  Cell 596-7854

We want your 
stinkin’ business! 

Your Portable Toilet & Septic Specialists

Get your butt on the schedule.

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

2047 W.Oak Street #105, Bozeman  406-219-2066
(by Buffalo Wild Wings off N. 19th)

Shop Our Brand New Store!

FREE Seed for a Year (one 20 # bag of seed each
month), plus exciting gift baskets.   

Register To Win  

FREE starter bag of seed
and a Knowing Your
Feeder Birds book just
for stopping in! (While
supplies last.) 

Free Gift 
Trade in an old feeder;
Get 20% off a new Wild
Birds Unlimited Feeder. 

Feeder Swap 

Help us celebrate our new store with some treats for you
and the birds.  The MT Raptor Conservation Center will be
joining us on Saturday from 12-2 and the Sacajawea
Audubon Society will be here all weekend to talk about
upcoming events.   

Event 

(By Buffalo Wild Wings off N 19th)
January 24 - 25, 10 am - 6 pm 

Stop in during our Grand Opening Event: 

Get 
Results. advertise in The Madisonian 

406-682-7755

By Kurtis Koenig
The Madisonian

k.koenig@madisoniannews.com

Kyler Elliot
Ennis High School student 

Kyler Elliot will take his base-
ball skills to Corban University 
in Salem, Ore., next year.  

Elliot played for the Galla-
tin Valley Outlaws, a local 
co-op team, for the past several 
years. He also attended show-
case tournaments in Arizona, 
Oregon and Washington.  

“I wanted to go play 
where there were big pro-
grams,” Elliot said. 

The head coach of Cor-
ban University recognized 
his abilities and offered 
Elliot a chance to play ball 
for his NAIA program.

 “He started a tourna-
ment for players out of 
Washington, Montana, 
Idaho and Oregon that al-
lowed kids to play in front 
of college and pro scouts,” 
Elliot said.  “He liked what 
he saw and contacted me.”

The head coach traveled to 
Montana to watch Elliot play, 

which ultimately lead to a 
scholarship offer, Elliot said.   

Elliot will play outfield, 
but he is also listed as a 
possible first baseman.  

The steep tuition price 
tag for Corban is $37,000 
per year. Elliot’s scholarship 
will cover $20,000 of that. 
He plans to major in busi-
ness, which he plans to add to 
after graduation, Elliot said.  

Wylie Leo   
Wylie Leo recently signed 

a letter of intent to play 
football for Montana Tech.  

The Ennis High School 
standout was recruited to play 
running back for the ‘Diggers 
while he pursues a degree in 
environmental engineering.  

“Originally, I talked to 
recruiting coordinator Doug 
Schleeman,” Leo said, “I 
talked more with the head 
coach [Chuck Morrell] when 
I was on a college visit.”

Although Leo says he 
did not realize it was hap-
pening, the Orediggers have 
had their eye on him since 
the state championship game 

played in November of 2013.  
“(The Orediggers’ coaching 

staff) watched a couple games 
this season,” Leo said, “little 
to my knowledge, but they said 
they would be glad to have me.” 

Leo will receive a half 
tuition scholarship next 
season while he redshirts. 

Now that Leo will be don-
ning ‘Digger green there is a 
good chance that he might get 
to square off against some of 
his old teammates (Walker 
McKitrick signed a letter 
of intent to play for Univer-
sity of Montana Western). 

 “It’ll be different (playing 
Walker),” Leo said, “but I get 
a chance to play with some of 
my old rivals, so it will be a 
whole new experience for me.”  

Jake Lohrenz
Jake Lohrenz will parlay 

his pitching skills to the field 
in York, Neb., after graduat-
ing from Ennis High School.  

The NAIA school will 
provide $5,500 worth of schol-
arship money for Lohrenz’s 
strong right arm, an amount 
that could be bumped to 

as much as $9,000 once he 
makes the varsity squad. 

 “The nice thing about 
York is that they have a (Junior 
Varsity) with 30-plus games,” 
Lohrenz said, “that increases 
my chance of making varsity.”

According to Lohrenz, the 
York coach estimates that a 
spot on varsity can be attained 
by the end of next season 
or possibly the year after.  

The caliber of York’s 
program is battle-tested. 

“They played in the NAIA 
World Series two years ago 
and they’ve finished runner-
up in their district for the past 
two years,” Lohrenz said. “Up 
until that point, they won the 
division two years in a row.” 

Lohrenz will be a “PO” 
which is baseball-speak 
for “(right hand) pitcher 
only,” but he may get to 
swing the lumber as well. 

 “The coach saw my video 
and said he thought I was good 
enough to use as a DH (desig-
nated hitter) too,” Lohrenz said. 

Lohrenz will start fall ball 
in 2015 as soon as he makes the 
journey to Nebraska, he said.

3 Ennis High School athletes 
recruited for college athletics

Submitted by Larry Love
Madison Valley  

History Association

The Madison Valley His-
tory Association had its first 
regular meeting of 2015. 
President Larry Love wel-
comed everyone back with a 
happy, healthy New Year. 

After brief announcements, 
the program was on the Mon-
tana Centennial Train of 1964. 
This was probably Montana’s 
biggest publicity stunt to 
promote the state. This was to 
celebrate Montana becoming a 
territory in 1864. The train con-
sisted of about 25 railroad cars 
with murals of Montana’s event 
painted on the sides. Inside 
the railroad cars were items, 
pictures and stories of Montana. 
They took along about 75 head 
of horses, mules and passengers 
who paid $500 each to go. The 
train traveled through 18 states 
and culminated on Long Island, 
N.Y. The exhibits stayed there as 
part on the display for the World 
Fair in 1965 in the Montana 
Pavilion. This occurred during 
the term of Governor Tim Bab-
ock. A lot of Montana dignitar-
ies were on board, including 

politicians, singers, cowboys, 
ranchers, farmers and others. 
It cost the state about $500,000 
and was worth every dollar of it.  

Some of the local people 

who were on that train were 
Neil and Maud Morgan, Al 
and Violet Thexton, Pauline 
Hacker and Ida Schooler. The 
Madison Valley Side Saddle 

Club was there and led many 
of the parades they were in.  

The MVHA would like 
everyone to know the meet-
ings are open to the public.

Madison Valley History Association 
learns about Montana Centennial Train

Photo courtesy 
of Larry Love

Lois Walsh tells the 
story of Violet Thexton 

riding in the Ennis Fourth 
of July parade at the age 
of 90 on her side saddle.

Jan. 11

Wildlife Complaint in 300 
Blk Ennis Lake Rd Ennis
Medical Aid in 1100 
Blk Burma Rd Glen
Alarm in 100 Blk sheep 
Mountain Rd Cameron
Accident on MT Hwy 
287 MM 23 Alder
Welfare Check in 200 
Blk Ruby St Sheridan

Jan. 12

Accident on MT Hwy 
359 near Cardwell
Public Safety Complaint on 
Duncan District Rd Sheridan 
Dog Complaint on S Rain-
bow Pt McAllister

Jan. 13

Wildlife Complaint US 
Hwy 287 MM 65 Norris

Alarm on Nye Rd 
Twin Bridges
Threats/Harassment in 200 
Blk N Second St Ennis

Jan. 14

Vehicle on Roadway on MT 
Hwy 287 MM 32 Sheridan
VIN Inspection in 200 Blk 
S Boulder Rd Cardwell
Welfare Check on Lau-
rin Loop Rd Sheridan
VIN Inspection on Brit-
ton Way Sheridan
Civil Service in 500 Blk 
Centennial Dr Sheridan

Jan. 15

Suspicious Person/Circum-
stance at Town Pump Ennis
Controlled Burn in Mammoth
Wildlife Complaint on MT 
Hwy 84 MM 16 Norris
Dog Complaint in 600 Blk 

Middle Rd Sheridan
Unfounded 911 Call 
Virginia City
Welfare Check on S 
Boulder Rd Cardwell
Power Pole Sparking on 
Seyler Ln Twin Bridges
Controlled Burn on 
Cemetery Ln Ennis
Suspicious Person/
Circumstance at Sher-
mont Manor Sheridan
Wildlife Complaint in Laurin
Coroner Call in Alder

Jan. 16

Coroner Call in Sheridan
Unfounded 911 Call Spur Rd 
and Antler Ridge Rd Big Sky
Animal Problem at US 
Hwy 287 MM 73

Jan. 17

Suspicious Person/Cir-
cumstance in 200 Blk 

Ruby St Sheridan
Suspicious Person/Cir-
cumstance on Cemetery 
Hill Rd Cardwell
Traffic Complaint at Nor-
ris Hot Springs Norris
Trespassing at 2300 Blk MT 
Hwy 41 S Twin Bridges
Unfounded 911 Call on 
Ruby St Sheridan
Public Safety Com-
plaint in 200 Blk Pop-
pleton St Sheridan
Accident on MT 
Hwy 287 MM 4
VIN Inspection in 300 Blk 
Ennis Lake Rd McAllister
Accident on Wiscon-
sin Creek Rd Sheridan
Traffic Stop on US Hwy 
287 MM 56 McAllister
Alarm in 4900 Blk US 
Hwy 287 N Ennis
Traffic Stop on US Hwy 
287 MM 56 McAllister
Agency Assistance in Pony

Madison County 
sheriff’s dispatCh Log

Jan. 11 – Jan. 17, 2015



          

682.5002  |  123 E MAIN ST, ENNIS  •  842.5650  |  118 S MAIN ST, SHERIDAN
406.684.5686  |  106 N MAIN ST, TWIN BRIDGES

PRUMT.COM
Montana’s #1 Real Estate Company

An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates, Inc. Prudential, the Prudential logo and Rock symbol are service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities, registered 
in many jurisdictions worldwide. Used under license with no other affiliation of Prudential. Equal Housing Opportunity. All information contained herein is derived from sources deemed reliable; however, is not 
guaranteed by Prudential Montana Real Estate, Managing Broker, Agents or Sellers. Offering is subject to error, omissions, prior sales, price change or withdrawal without notice and approval of purchase by 
Seller. We urge independent verification of each and every item submitted, to the satisfaction of any prospective purchaser.

W. BELANCA LANE, ENNIS
$350,000 • #200110 • 406.682.5002

3 bd, 3 ba, 3,234±sf, full basement with 2 
bonus rooms, large master suite, beautiful 
kitchen, radiant heat/AC, 5 ± fenced acres

BADGER HILL TRAIL, THREE FORKS
$189,500 • #196335 • 406.682.5002
3 bd, 2 ba, 1,926±sf, remodeled home on 10± 
acres, 2 wood stoves, tile counters, wrap around 
porch, mountain views

NOACK ROAD, ENNIS
$129,000 • #202259 • 406.682.5002
Creek, trees and majestic views, 20± acres, 
no covenants, varied terrain, privacy and 
seclusion, power nearby

WISCONSIN CREEK ROAD, SHERIDAN
$335,000 • #197849 • 406.684.5686

Lovely country home, 4±acres, two parcels,
2,884±sf, 4 bed, 3 bath, new floors &
countertops, 3 car heated garage, close to FS

ENNIS LAKE ROAD, JEFFERS
$399,000 • #188989 • 406.682.5002
3 bd, 2 ba, 3,360± sf, 6.1± desirable acres, 
abundant wildlife, large deck/patio, room for 
entertaining, seasonal water

HIGHWAY 287, SHERIDAN
STARTING AT: $59,000 • 406.684.5686

3-6±acres, almost anything goes covenants,
designated Hwy approach, DNRC & DEQ
approved, animals & modular okay

PRICE REDUCED
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Submitted by Michael Wright
University of Montana 

School of Journalism

In the second week of the 
64th Montana Legislature, two 
initiatives from Democratic 
Gov. Steve Bullock’s budget 
were opened up in joint ap-
propriations subcommittees.

Bullock’s infrastructure 
bill, the Build Montana act, 
got its first hearing in the 
joint subcommittee on long-
range planning. Rep. Jeffrey 
Welborn, R-Dillon, the bill’s 
sponsor, said it would in-
vest more than $380 million 
through a mix of cash and 
bonding, which he and other 
proponents of the bill lauded 
as a smart business decision.

“We do infrastructure, 
it’s our job to do infra-
structure,” said Dan Villa, 
Bullock’s budget director.

 Contractors, architects 
and bankers spoke in support 
of using a mixture of bonding 
and cash to fund the bill. Many 
said Montana’s good credit rat-
ing and low interest rates make 
this the right time to borrow. 

Sen. Rick Ripley, R-Wolf 
Creek, vice chair of the 
committee, said the big-
gest debate over House Bill 
5 will be whether the fund-
ing comes from borrow-
ing money in the form of 
bonds or spending cash.

“I think bonding will be 
one of the biggest issues. I’d 
just as soon pay for it up front 
if we can,” Ripley said.

The bill includes projects 
across Montana. More than $68 
million is allocated for projects 
in Eastern Montana. In 2013, 
Bullock vetoed a bill that 
would have provided around 
$35 million in infrastructure 
projects to Eastern Montana.

Parts of the measure require 
a 3/4 majority vote on the 
House f loor. That could lead to 

projects being split into sepa-
rate bills if some legislators do 
not support parts of the bill.

Villa urged the committee 
to leave the projects in one bill. 

Hearings on mental health 
programs also opened this 
week, and brought in a line of 
people who urged legislators 
to put money into local care 
options instead of the state 
institutions like the state hos-
pital in Warm Springs and the 
nursing home in Lewistown. 

Gov. Bullock’s budget al-
locates money for updates to 
both of those facilities, and 
does include some funding 
for local mental health care. 

Chief Justice Mike Mc-
Grath speaks on the state 
of the judiciary and judi-
ciary committees ramp up

Montana’s Chief Justice 
Mike McGrath gave the State 
of the Judiciary address to 
a joint f loor session of the 
legislature during the second 
week, saying a decreased 
budget had hurt the judiciary.

He said budget cuts had 
led to a personnel short-
age in some departments, 
a court backlog and inad-
equate staff training. He 
also spoke about the value 
of having three branches 
of government for a system 
of checks and balances. 

“An independent, ad-
equately funded judiciary is 
key to a constitutional de-
mocracy,” McGrath said.

Aside from that, the 
judiciary committees in 
both houses saw a lot 
of action this week. 

The Senate Judiciary com-
mittee looked at a bill that 
would strengthen the law that 
prohibits secretly filming or 
watching someone when they 
have an expectation of pri-
vacy, even if that is in public. 

Lewis and Clark County 

Deputy County Attorney Luke 
Berger gave an example of a 
local case in which a man had 
hidden cameras in a women’s 
bathroom and had more 
than 90 videos of women. 

However, media organiza-
tions raised concerns that the 
statute might be too broad, 
and may prevent reporters 
from doing their jobs. Some 
language prohibited loiter-
ing around someone’s home 
without his or her knowledge.

“It’s sometimes impor-
tant for them to be in front 
of somebody’s house,” said 
Dewey Bruce, president 
of the Montana Broad-
casters Association. 

The Attorney General’s 
office requested the bill, and 
the office’s legislative liaison 
Jon Bennion said he would 
be willing to work with the 
media on that concern, but did 
not think it was a big problem.

“Often it’s easy to see 
a boogeyman where there 
isn’t one,” Bennion said. 

A bill to include electronic 
communication in the inde-
cent exposure statute drew 
support from prosecutors and 
victims’ advocates in a Senate 
Judiciary hearing Wednesday. 
The bill would criminalize 
indecent exposure by e-mail 
and other electronic com-
munication and strengthens 
the penalty in cases where 
the victim is a minor. 

The House Judiciary 
committee heard a bill that 
would create a voucher 
program to help get hous-
ing for people on parole who 
might not have other options 
at the time of their release. 

“The idea of getting 
people into good housing 
situations is critical,” said 
Rep. Margie MacDonald, D-
Billings, the bill’s sponsor.

Supporters testi-
fied that finding a new 

home for paroled crimi-
nals helps ensure they will 
not be repeat offenders.  

Bills seek to change 
election laws

The Senate State Admin-
istration committee saw two 
campaign bills Wednesday.

One would prohibit the 
placing of campaign signs 
on private property. 

Commissioner of Po-
litical Practices Jonathan 
Motl said campaign sign 
placement is a frequent 
complaint his office hears.

Another bill seeks to update 
Montana law to match a 2012 
court decision by the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. The 
court struck down a 1935 law 
prohibiting political parties 
from endorsing judicial candi-
dates and making independent 
expenditures in those races. 
The decision left in place a 
ban on direct contributions. 

The bill matches what the 
court decided in 2012 – allow-
ing parties to endorse judicial 
candidates and make indepen-
dent expenditures in those rac-
es, but leaving in place the ban 
on direct contribution and co-
ordination with the candidates.

“What’s on the books 
needs to conform with the 
courts,” Motl said. His of-
fice requested both bills. 

Lawmakers hear propos-
als for increasing fees for 
off-road use, strengthening 
penalties for hunting viola-
tions, allowing electronic sig-
natures for hunting licenses

The House Fish and 
Game committee heard a 
bill to bump up the fees on 
out-of-staters who ride off-
road vehicles in Montana. 

The bill, sponsored by Rep. 
Jeffrey Welborn, R-Dillon, 
would raise the fee for an out 
of state off-road vehicle permit 

from $5 to $25, similar to 
fees charged by other states. 
Proponents of the bill said the 
proceeds would be used for 
trail maintenance and pos-
sibly noxious weed control.

Another bill would in-
crease penalties on hunters 
who hunt from the road and 
landowners harassing hunters. 

“This bill attempts to 
cut both ways,” said Kelly 
Flynn, R-Townsend, the 
sponsor of the bill. 

Flynn added that the bill 
comes after a hunting season 
marked by an increasing prob-
lem of hunters who chase large 
herds of elk along roads and 
sometimes even block roads to 
shoot into the center of the herd. 

Wildlife organizations 
and sportsmen spoke in sup-
port of the bill. Lawrence 
Sickerson, a sportsman, 
spoke against the bill, say-
ing it did not have enough 
teeth against landowners.

Sickerson told a story of 
going hunting with his son on 
public land and being harassed 
by a nearby landowner. He said 
the man who harassed him was 
fined $135 and was allowed to 
go on his way, a penalty Sick-
erson thought was too little. 

“They have a vested interest 
to bully and buffalo people away 
from hunting,” Sickerson said.

Another bill to allow 
electronic signatures on 
hunting and fishing licenses 
passed out of the Senate.

Bills address raw honey sales, 
police horse protection

The House Judiciary com-
mittee took up a bill Monday to 
offer protection to police horses. 

Livingston police officer 
Jessika Kynett spoke to the com-
mittee about her horse Larry, the 
only police horse in the state. 

“Larry does have his 
own badge,” Kynett said. 

The bill, sponsored by Rep. 

Margie MacDonald, D-Billings, 
would criminalize harming a 
police horse and fine the of-
fender thousands of dollars. It 
would protect horses to the same 
degree dogs and police officers 
themselves are protected. 

The bill was tabled in 
committee after Repre-
sentatives asked if the fine 
was strong enough.

The Senate Agriculture 
committee also had a little 
fun this week when it heard 
a bill to allow raw honey to 
be sold at farmers’ markets. 

The bill, introduced by Sen. 
Lea Whitford, D-Cut Bank, 
would simply add raw honey to 
the list of unlicensed products 
that can be sold at farmers’ 
markets in the state. It cor-
rects a discrepancy between 
federal and state law. Federal 
law says raw honey is OK for 
sale, while the state law does 
not directly address it. 

“In state law, the word 
honey is missing,” said Cort 
Jensen, representing the 
Department of Agriculture.

The Department of Pub-
lic Health and Human Ser-
vices was in support of the 
bill, and says there are not 
health differences between 
raw and processed honey. 

Montana has about 200 reg-
istered beekeepers, according 
to the Department of Agricul-
ture. Beekeepers with less than 
10 colonies are not required 
to register, and therefore are 
not included in the count. 

 
* Michael Wright is a 

reporter for the Community 
News Service at the Uni-
versity of Montana School 
of Journalism. He can be 
reached at michael.wright@
umontana.edu.  Follow him 
on Twitter @mj_wright1.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
Gov. Bullock’s top bills get hearings, bills proposed for 

increasing penalties for indecent exposure, injuring police 
horses and hunting violations
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DINNER WITH CHEF AMY KELLEY 
& music by Quenby at Willie’s Distillery 

thursDay, Jan 22nD

limiteD seating! 
15 seats available for 5:00 pm 
15 seats available for 6:30 pm 
enJoy great fooD, music anD

spirits all in one place for $30 per seat

(cash bar)

Call 682-4117 or email Sarah at sarah@williesdistillery.com for reservations

Submitted by Julie Gritten

McAllister resident 
Julie Gritten and her young 
dog Champion CC’s An-
gel Eye “China,” will show 
at the Westminster Ken-
nel Club Dog Show in New 
York City in February.  

China is a Cesky Terrier, 
which is a relatively new 
American Kennel Club breed. 
She recently received her 

championship points at the 
world famous terrier week, 
Montgomery, last October in 
Pennsylvania at the age of 15 
months. China went on to the 
Eukanuba National Cham-
pionships in  Orlando, Fla., 
winning even more points to 
qualify her for the Crufts In-
ternational Dog Show in Lon-
don March of 2015 and 2016. 

It takes an enormous 
amount of work and travel 

to get China to this point in 
her beginning career as a 
top show dog. In 2014, she 
was the top class female in 
her breed as a puppy. Grit-
ten bought her from a breeder 
in Sweden as a 4-month-old 
puppy and she is owner/
handled all the way meaning 
no professional ever handles 
her, but Gritten shows with 
China against professionals.

McAllister dog heads to 
Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show

Courtesy of Julie Gritten

McAllister resident Julie Gritten and 
her dog, China, are traveling to New 
York City in February for the West-
eminster Kennel Club Dog Show.

Courtesy of Kathy Coontz
On Jan. 6, 52 bighorn sheep were relocated from the Quake Lake area to the Wolf Creek drainage in the Madi-
son Mountain Range by Fish, Wildlife and Parks, assisted by multiple volunteers.

Big Horns on the Move



      

MADISON County
 weather

Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent 
chance of snow showers. Highs 

30 to 40. Lows 15 to 30.

Mostly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of snow 

showers. Highs 30 to 40. Lows 
15 to 30.

Thursday

Fr iday

Partly cloudy. Lows 10 to 15. 
Highs 25 to 35.

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Mostly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of snow 
showers. Highs 35 to 45. 

Mostly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of snow 
showers. Highs 35 to 45. 

Ralph 
Hamler

licensed sanitarian
Septic Design & 

Subdivision Applications

 406-842-5788 
Cell: 406-596-0437

Sheridan, MT
ralphhamler@gmail.com

ashes
Okkkkkaaayy, what’s the 
problem with the picture? 
Why it’s because you aren’t 
with me. I’m a nice young 
guy, clean, neat, loving, 
playful and no one has 
come to adopt me yet. I 
bet it is because you heard 
black cats are unlucky! 
We are not. We black cats 
are beautiful, smart and 
loving.  Come meet me and 
see how wonderful black 
cats can be. Call either 
Misty: 439-1405 or  Afton: 
287-3613 about me.  Ashes

sponsored by:

453 Hwy 2 East - (406)287-3257 - Whitehall, MT

“Every Person 
Going Home 

Safe and Healthy 
Every Day”

       

Photo courtesy of Abigail Dennis/The Madisonian.
The Madison County sky was on fire at sunset in Ennis a week ago.

FREE ESTIMATES - Licensed & Insured

*Serving All of Southwestern Montana* 
Mick & Suzanne Hubner  -  Bob Hubner

Mob.: 406-925-1864 ~ Phone: 406-682-7253 ~ Fax: 406-682-5425
e-mail: hubner@3rivers.net - Ennis, Montana

• Pump Truck Service • Ground Heater Rental
• Footings, Walls, Slabs • 60’ Boom Truck Rental 

• Commercial & Residential Concrete
• Sprayed Foundation Coating & Waterproofing 

• Decorative/Custom Concrete/Stamped & Overlay

FULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTORFULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTORFULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTOR

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K
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advertise in The Madisonian.  call 682-7755 to make a plan.

GET RESULTS.

Quote  of the 
Week:

“Nothing is 
impossible, 

the word 
itself says ‘I’m 

possible’!”

Audrey
Hepburn

B & B CHINKING LLC
Restoration and Maintenance Work

New Construction & Existing Buildings
Chinking, Media Blasting, Staining and Log Repair

406-925-1074
4loghomes@gmail.com

We Guarantee Our Work & 
Perma Chink Material

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406-684-5959

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine 
in Twin Bridges…

Reservations Recommended

The Old Hotel 
WE ARE OPEN!

for the WINTER SEASON!

Hauoli Makahiki Ho
from the Staff of

Dinner: 
Thurs-Sat • 5 pm - 9 pm

Brunch: 
Sun • 9 am - 2 pm

It’s NOT Too Early to Plan for 
Valentine’s Day Reserve a Table for 

Your Sweetheart, Today!

Submitted by Debra McNeill
Ruby Valley Hospital

A new report from the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services shows that 
hospital stays are safer now 
than they were four years ago. 
Since 2010, 50,000 hospital 
deaths have been prevented 
nationwide, a savings of $12 
billion in health care costs. 
Patients are now at a lower 
risk for getting infections, 
being administered a drug 
incorrectly or being harmed 
during their hospital stay. 
The report also showed that 
hospital-acquired conditions 
were reduced by 1.3 million 
between 2010 and 2013.

Hospitals are finding in-
novative solutions to protect 
patients and their families. 
Ruby Valley Hospital partners 
with Mountain-Pacific Quality 
Health and Montana’s Quality 
Innovation Network-Quality 
Improvement Organization 
to actively participate in lo-

cal and national health care 
quality initiatives. These 
initiatives include reducing 
hospital readmission rates, 
reducing adverse drug events 
and preventing healthcare-
associated infections. 

“Delivery of safe patient 
care is always our number 
one priority at Ruby Val-
ley Hospital.  Currently we 
have implemented a new fall 
prevention program and have 
been very successful in reduc-
ing patient falls within the 
hospital,” said Ted Woirhaye, 
RN, director of nursing.

Though patient care is im-
proving, there is still work to 
be done. Ruby Valley Hospital 
is dedicated to continuing this 
trend of safer patient care.  

“Areas we are currently in 
the process of improving are 
safer medication administra-
tion systems and decreasing 
hospital acquired infections,” 
commented Woirhaye. 

Critical medication ad-
ministrations are double 

checked for accuracy to 
assure patient safety. 

For more information 
regarding what Ruby Valley 

Hospital is doing to improve 
patient care, please contact 
Woirhaye at 842-5453.

Ruby Valley Hospital participates in 
national efforts for safer care

YOUR future 
     is OUR future.

THE MADISONIAN.  682-7755
Call to Subscribe or Advertise today.

Beyond Words.
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The construction for 
the Madison County 
courthouse annex project is 
approximately halfway done 
– according to Madison 
County commissioner 
Dave Schulz, the county 
will be able to occupy the 
building in June 2015.

“The project is timely 
and on schedule,” Schulz 

said. “We hired the right 
people – the quality 
of work is great.”

The commissioners meet 
with general contractors 
Langlas & Associates 
bi-weekly to tour the 
construction site and 
receive updates about the 
project, Schulz said. 

“We have a 
responsibility to keep 
communication open,” 
he explained.

The project was 

necessary because the 
commissioners have an 
“obligation to provide 
functional workspace for 
county staff,” Schulz said. 

“The public will also 
be able to access county 
offices with ease,” he 
added. “The new building 
will have an elevator.”

The project has a 
guaranteed maximum 
price of $4,272,905, 
which was agreed upon 
by the commissioners and 

Langlas & Associates. That 
guaranteed maximum price 
includes contingency funds 
so the bill from the project 
has the potential to be less 
if those contingency funds 
are not completely used.

According to information 
from Ben Walker with 
Langlas & Associates, 
the county’s contingency 
fund was approximately 
$190,000 – the project has 
already dipped into those 
funds and used $85,003.34. 

“We’ve had several 
change orders,” Schulz said. 
“Small things, like changing 
rebar size in the foundation 
and other minor alterations 
to make the project even 
better. We still have more 
than half of the funds left.”

Schulz said many county 
employees are excited about 
the June 2015 move-in date.

“We’ve taken a number 
of staff through,” he said. 
“We’re encouraged by 
what we see and everyone 

is getting excited.”
Chief financial 

officer Vicki Tilstra is 
one county employee 
who has participated 
in a walkthrough.

“I’m excited,” Tilstra 
said. “This project is 
important for the county – 
we’re running out of room. 
Especially for offices like 
the clerk and recorder and 
the treasurer that need more 
storage, this is important.”

Commissioners tour courthouse annex construction

Envisioning 
the future

CLOCKWISE FROM 
BOTTOM LEFT

All photos Abigail Dennis/
The Madisonian

The Madison County 
commissioners – Dave 
Schulz, Jim Hart and Ron 
Nye – tour the construction 
site for the new courthouse 
annex on Jan. 12. 

The building has a guaranteed 
maximum price of $4,272,905 
but the actual price tag 
may be less if the entire 
contingency fund is not used.

Commissioner Jim Hart (right) 
examines building plans with 
one of the project's architects. 

County offices, like the clerk 
and recorder, will have more 
room for personnel and 
storage when they move into 
the new annex in June 2015.



To advertise
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MAC’S CHC 
PHARMACY

(406) 842-7434
317 Madison St
Sheridan, MT

Monday - Friday
9 am to 5:30 pm
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Dr. Roman Hendrickson Dr. Molly Biehl

Dayna Leavens, CPNP Katherine Tetrault, PA-C

Chris Hartsfield 
APRN, FNP-BC

Drew Chambers, PA-C

 Office Visits
 Well-Woman Exams
 DOT Physicals
 Sports Physicals

 Well-Child Check-Ups
 Life Insurance Exams

 Acute and Chronic Health Care

 Sliding Scale Program
(based on income)
 Payment Plans

 Accepting Most Insurance
including Medicare &

Medicaid

Emily Hayes,
licensed Massage

 Therapist
now at

whispering 
willow

skincare & Body 
Boutique

www.emilyhayes.
massagetherapy.com

230 E. Main St., Ennis MT 
406-600-0583406-600-0583406-600-0583
10% off 

all 
sessions in 
January!

 MADISON VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER

Call 406.682.4223 
to schedule an appointment with a 

provider of your choice   •  8:30 am to 5:00 pm

Having a little 
TOO MUCH 
fun this WINTER?

COME SEE US

Why hide
your smile?

WHITEHALL DENTAL GROUP

$149 per year/ Adults
$99 per year/Children (14 & Under)

Includes unlimited exams, x-rays 
and 2 cleanings per  year!

Over $300 in Savings!
Family Plans Available

NO INSURANCE? 
NO PROBLEM!

Brandy Piper, RDH  •  Anna Marie Witham, RDH • Stacy Wilcox, RDH

Dennis Sacry, DDS, (406) 287-3026

Mon-Fri, 9 am to 5 pm • 108 W First St, Whitehall

your smile? We can help!

Submitted by StatePoint

Transitioning to college 
life can be difficult on both 
students and families. From 
new expenses to a new 
lifestyle, being prepared 
for what lies ahead can 
help you avoid common 
bumps in the road.

Here are five things 
families with college-bound 
students should consider:

• Getting involved: 
Being away from home and 
making new friends can 

seem daunting. Encourage 
your student to get involved 
in school activities and 
events. From joining the 
campus paper to running for 
student government, there 
are a range of extracurricular 
opportunities that can lead 
to new friendships, help 
students maintain an active 
calendar and round out one’s 
classroom education.

• Health and wellness: 
Late nights spent studying 
instead of sleeping as well 
as crowded dorm rooms 

can be a prescription for 
colds and flu. Check out on-
campus and local health care 
options before your student 
gets sick. No one wants to 
scramble to research medical 
options when he or she is not 
feeling well. Many campuses 
offer student insurance. See 
what makes the most sense 
for your family. Locate a 
nearby pharmacist before 
visiting the doctor so you 
can provide that information 
at your appointment.

• Financing College: 

College may be one of your 
family’s biggest investments 
to date. Whether that 
describes your family or 
not, there is no doubt about 
it, higher education comes 
with a big price tag. It is 
never too late in the process 
to seek out new financing 
options, even if your child 
is already away out school.

From filling out the Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid, to exploring 
private loans, free online 
resources can help guide 

you through the process. 
Check out resources designed 
for college-bound students 
and their families.

• Staying in touch: You 
are busy. Your kid is busy. 
But regular check-ins with 
your student can help you 
know that everything is 
going well. Set up a weekly 
appointment to chat by phone 
and get the scoop – just make 
sure your student’s phone 
plan allows for sufficient 
texting and calling.  

• Money management: 

For many students, college is 
the first time they will gain 
some financial independence. 
Set your kids up for success 
by teaching them how to 
establish a workable budget. A 
checking and savings account 
designed for college students 
can help them stay on track. 

Do not let the transition 
to college catch your family 
off guard. Parents can 
make the transition easier 
for students by striking the 
right balance of “letting 
go” and staying involved.

Five things families with college bound students should consider

Submitted by StatePoint

Have you always wanted 
to learn about wine? In 2015, 
consider expanding your 
knowledge of wine as a great 
New Year’s resolution.

Christopher Silva, CEO of 
a winery in Sonoma, Calif., 
offers the following tips for 

wine newbies and enthusiasts 
alike to get started on getting 
to know wine better in 2015:

• Join a club. A wine club, 
either through specifically 
one winery or company that 
features an international 
selection, is a great way to 
have a variety of hand-picked, 
quality wines delivered to 

your doorstep. Whether 
you decide to stick with 
one varietal or try many, a 
wine club can cater to your 
wishes or help you expand 
your horizons wisely.

• Take notes. Sipping 
on some vino? Record your 
impressions of the flavors in 
a “wine diary.” Remember 

to clear your palate first 
with something neutral, such 
as crackers. You will know 
whether to revisit the wine 
in the future, as well as learn 
to become more mindful 
of what you are drinking.

• Seek variety. For a 
broad overview of wine, 
it is important to become 

familiar with the major 
varietals, which for white 
wines include Chardonnay 
and Sauvignon Blanc, and for 
red wines, Merlot, Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Zinfandel. 

• Travel. Go right to the 
source and consider planning 
a trip to wine country. Many 
vineyards host tours, have 

tasting rooms and offer 
education programs. A winery 
is also a great place to find 
top-notch wine pairings. 

By resolving to explore 
the world of wine, you 
can make everything 
from casual weeknight 
meals to festive parties 
more delicious in 2015.

Resolve to learn more about wine in 2015

Submitted by StatePoint

While parents understand 
the value of good sleep, a 
majority find it difficult 
to ensure their kids get 
enough quality sleep 

each night, according to 
a recent survey of parents 
across the country.

From using electronic 
devices in bed to a lack of 
bedroom routines, there are 
plenty of reasons kids are 

not getting enough sleep. 
But high-quality sleep is 
important, with the majority 
of parents saying that 
sleep impacts their child’s 
performance in school and 
in extracurricular activities.

Kids are not getting 
enough sleep

FAMILY LIVES



By Rebecca Ramsey
Ruby Watershed Coordinator

This week I am reflecting 
on the concept of service 
within our communities.  

Last week, our Big Sky 
Watershed Corps Member, 
David Stout, as well as Sara 
Moore with the Wildlife 

Conservation 
Society 
Community 
Partnerships 
Program in 
Ennis, Chris 
Carparelli 
with the 
Beaverhead 

Watershed 
Committee 

in Dillon and 17 other young 
men and women who are 
serving an 11 month term 
of service in conservation 
organizations across Montana, 
took their pledge to service 
as Americorps members 
and we all learned about the 
Americorps program that is 
the umbrella over BSWC. 
Americorps engages more 

than 75,000 Americans in 
intensive service each year 
at nonprofits, schools, public 
agencies, community and 
faith-based groups across the 
country. Since the program’s 
founding in 1994, more 
than 900,000 Americorps 
members have contributed 
more than 1.2 billion hours 
in service across America 
while tackling pressing 
problems and mobilizing 
millions of volunteers for the 
organizations they serve.

This week kicked off with 
the celebration of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr’s life. King 
said, “Life’s most persistent 
and urgent question is: What 
are you doing for others?” King 
devoted his life to equality, 
social justice, economic 
advancement and opportunity 
for all. He left a legacy and a 
challenge to all Americans to 
do what is right, to do what we 
can to make America the best 
country it can be, to play an 

active role in strengthening our 
communities and doing well for 
each other and walk together as 
family. His words and actions 
are an example to live by.

We live in a community that 
is in need of service. I work 
for an organization that relies 
almost entirely on volunteers 
and donations. Madison County 
is full of worthy causes and 
organizations and hundreds 
of ways that you could serve. 
Live in a house made of wood? 
Volunteer for your local fire 
department. Love our local 
history? Volunteer for the 
Montana Heritage Commission 
on a preservation crew. Maybe 
you are concerned about health 
care? Volunteer on the hospital 
foundation board. Maybe you 
were once unemployed and 
hungry?  Volunteer for, and 
donate to, the food pantry. 
I could go on and on!

However, since this is 
the Natural Resource News, 
perhaps you are interested in 
the environment, agriculture or 
recreating outdoors? Contact 
your local conservation district! 

Perhaps you want to sign 
up to collect water samples and 
help determine the quality of 
our waterways, or of project 
effectiveness? Perhaps you 
are a photographer or a web 
designer or a writer or worked 
as a fundraiser before you 
retired. There are also so many 
wonderful organizations in the 
area that focus on fish, wildlife, 
weeds, cattle ranching, 
sheep ranching, backcountry 
recreation – all in need of 
volunteers.  Our local, state 

and federal land management 
agencies are often in need of 
some sort of service – give 
them a call. Or call your local 
conservation district – we can 
help put you in touch with the 
organization that interests you.

Don’t like the idea of 
committing to an organization? 
Get to know your neighbors. 
Ranchers could use your help – 
from fixing fence, to picking up 
hay or making supper for a big 
crew at various times of year 
and at events like branding. 
Know some folks who live 
near a river or creek? Help 
pack sandbags during times of 
high water. Big snow? Shovel 
a neighbor’s driveway.  Check 
in on senior friends or friends 
with sick children who may 
need prescriptions picked up or 
food delivered to their homes.  

If you don’t like groups 
of people, or interacting with 
others, you can still provide 
service to your community! 
Do something on your own, 
like picking up trash on 
trails and rivers or on the 
streets in your neighborhood. 
Recycle or compost all the 
waste you accumulate in 
your home. Adopt a pet 
from a local animal shelter. 
Write letters to members of 
our armed forces overseas. 
Everyone can do something.

Let’s all take this time 
to reflect on ourselves and 
what abilities, talent, time 
and gifts we can share with 
others. As Bob Dylan once 
said, “You’re gonna’ have 
to serve somebody.”

SERVE 
SOMEBODY
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"Impossible isn’t something 
that is true to a thing. It’s 
something that is true to 

the person doing it."
– Source Unknown

Sometimes people can’t 
just leave well enough alone. 
I got up the other day in time 
to wake the roosters, as is 
my custom, and when I went 
online to check the news, it 
had changed. I don’t mean 
the news had changed (which 
I expect it to, otherwise it 
wouldn’t be news – it would 
be “olds” and that would be 
pretty boring. Come to think 
of it, the news IS pretty boring 
because – wait for it – there 
really is nothing new under 
the sun). What I meant is that 
they had changed the graphics, 
links, layout and everything. 

The people who supply me 
with my news had changed 
the way their front page 

looks. I don’t 
remember 
them telling 
me they 
were going 
to change 
it. I had no 
warning 
and, as a 
result, 2015 
got off to 

a very rocky start for me.
It’s not that I don’t like 

change or am resistant to it. 
Heck, I change my clothes 
every day and shower so 
that the new day’s dirt 
will have someplace clean 
on which to cling.

When you get right down 
to it, I don’t even mind the 
changes that took place 
online when I wasn’t looking. 
They simply caught me by 
surprise and require me to 
hop around the front page 
differently than I did before. 
It is neither good nor bad; it is 
just different and requires me 
to respond differently – and 
that’s where the problem lies.

It isn’t that the news viewer 
changed; it’s that I need to. 
Me! Worse yet, I had to listen 
to my gray matter grumbling 
for hours on end about it.

“Pete. Pete. Pete! Wake up 
Pete! Something’s happening 
out there; you’ve got to see 
this. They’re calling for 
All Hands on Deck! Heck, 
they’re even waking up the 
gray-haired gray matter to 
lend a hand. It’s a real five-
alarm disaster looming. Fonts 
have changed, graphics have 
moved around and links are 
hiding where we’ve got to 
scroll around to find them. For 
Keith’s sake, Pete: GET UP!”

Let me assure my readers, 

you do NOT want to be alone 
inside my head when those 
cells get agitated. That is one 
dangerous neighborhood. It’s 
so tough I call it Noah’s Ark, 
because you either travel in 
pairs or you just don’t go there.

Anyway, once I got past 
the first 30 seconds or so of 
sheer terror, panic and horror, 
the frontal cortex, cerebrum, 
cerebellum and rest of the 
Yee Haw gang settled down 
and started to work out the 
new patterns for finding 
what I was looking for (AKA 
football scores and previews 
of coming mayhem) and life 
returned to normal. I still 
don’t care for the new-fangled 
layout, but I’m getting used 
to it and should be fine until 
Christmas or thereabouts when 
they will no doubt roll out 
some new and improved way 
of irritating me to no end.

But that’s life, isn’t it? 
Things always change. In 
fact, one might even call such 
changes a “public service” 
as one’s need to adapt keeps 
the brain functioning better, 
just as working on puzzles 
is said to sharpen the mind 
(or as Nietzsche put it, “That 
which does not kill us makes 
us stronger” – which I would 
amend to say, “That which 
does not kill us does, none-
the-less, make us crazier.”).

The fact is that while we 
may be resistant to change, 
change is mostly a positive 
thing in life. Changing good 
habits for bad habits leads 
to improvements in mind, 
body and soul. Many people 
make resolutions for the 
New Year during the first 
few days of January but 
struggle to keep them (for a 
wide variety of reasons). 

That’s why I really like 
taking life a day at a time. 
I find facing a year to be 
an impossible task, but if I 
take things a day at a time, 
it is far more manageable. 

It is like the old story 
of the big game hunter who 
shot and killed an elephant. 
Standing by his trophy he 
wondered, “How am I going to 
eat all that meat?” His guide 
answered, “One bite at a time.”

It’s not the “thing” 
that’s impossible, it’s the 
person’s attitude and that 
I can keep positive in this, 
our ever-changing valley.

Keith Axberg writes on 
matters concerning life and 
faith. He can be reached 
at kfaxberg@gmail.com.

This, Our Valley:
By Reverend Keith Axberg

Finding possibilities 
in the valley

Rev. Keith Axberg

Rebecca
Ramsey

As I ride along the snow-
covered dirt road, pedaling 
hard to keep my mountain 
bike at 15 miles per hour, 
an oncoming truck passes 
me. I glance up to wave 
to them as I always try to 
do just in time to see the 
drivers gawking expression. 
“Are you crazy?” it seems 
to say, “riding a bike in 20 
degree weather?” Well, yes, 
maybe I am but after three 
winters, I am more than 
accustomed to that look.

There is a paradigm of 
thought that tells us cycling 
is a summer sport – while 
it is certainly easier to 
ride in the summer, new 
cycling equipment and 
better apparel are causing 
an increase in this outside-
the-box variation of the 
sport. Studded bike tires 
and wide tired fat bikes 
(think a mountain bike with 
dirt bike tires) better allow 
riding on snow and ice and 
have extended the season 
for the typical cyclist. 
Basically, if you can cross 
country ski in 20 degrees 
you can bike in it too.
Why ride in winter?

Regardless of the 

weather, you benefit 
greatly by riding a bike 
more. The exercise alone 
is an almost unimaginable 
reward. The very act of 
going from place to place 
by bike gets your heart 
pumping, blood flowing 
and calories burning. As 
any runner, hiker or walker 
(not the zombie) will tell 
you the same paths take 
on a new visual essence 
with each passing season.
How do I get started?

Three area bike clubs 
have web pages where 
you can make contact with 
riders for advice.  Gallatin 
Valley Bike Club out 
of Bozeman, Highlands 
Bicycle Club based out 
of Butte and Ruby Valley 
Cycling Club in Sheridan 
all have members who 
participate in winter riding.  
How do I keep warm?

Essentially, keep the 
ears, feet and hands warm 
and dress in layers. Carry a 

small backpack with water, 
snacks and extra clothing. 
This also provides storage 
for current clothing in case 
you have overdressed. 
Keep in mind this rule of 
thumb: if you are not cold 
when you start you will 
be too hot at the end.

Winter riding is not 
without hazards but 
with a little knowledge 
and preparation it can 
be an eye-opening and 
rewarding experience.

CYCLING IN THE WINTER By Aaron Davis

What a week for area 
schools. From the community 
discussion in Twin Bridges 
about the former Harrison 
student to a bomb threat in 
Dillon, it’s proof again that 
bad things don’t always 
happen to other people 
in other areas – we have 
things we need to concern 
ourselves about right here in 
Southwest Montana. There 
have been so many shootings 
and bombings in our 

world lately. Parents have 
a reason to be concerned 
about their children 24/7.

Let’s think about second, 
third and fourth chances. 
I think many people 
struggle to find the balance 
between showing mercy 
and enabling a harmful 
person to continue harming. 
When someone continues 
to unrepentantly violate 
another person’s boundaries, 
a wise person learns to 

set firmer boundaries. If a 
man is repeatedly punching 
you in the face, you can 
forgive him, but you don’t 
stand within arm’s distance 
until he has proven over 
time that he has changed.

Giving someone a 
second chance means we 
give him another chance 
to earn our trust. But that 
does not mean we instantly 
forget what experience has 
taught us. Trust must be 
earned over time and we 
are foolish if we give trust 
prematurely. I just really feel 
that when we have wronged 
someone, we have no right 
to demand another chance. 
But we should work to earn 
another chance by continued 
demonstration of repentance, 
honesty and change.

I liked a quote I read this 
week that said, “Sometimes 
giving someone a second 
chance is like giving them 
an extra bullet in the 
gun because they missed 
you the first time.”

I liked a part of the 
Pope’s talk this week – 
Pope Francis suggested 
there are limits to freedom 

of expression, saying in 
response to the Charlie 
Hebdo terror attack that “one 
cannot make fun of faith” 
and that anyone who throws 
insults can expect a “punch.”

The pontiff said that both 
freedom of faith and freedom 
of speech were fundamental 
human rights and that “every 
religion has its dignity.”

“One cannot provoke, one 
cannot insult other people’s 
faith, one cannot make fun 
of faith,” he said. “There 
is a limit – on freedom of 
expression there are limits.”

This is where common 
sense steps in. 

Times have changed so 
much. I know that makes 
me sound like an old timer. 
Whatever, it is so true and 
much of the change isn’t for 
the better. Some of us were 
talking about the children’s 
center in Twin Bridges when 
the kids went to school with 
the local kids. Some of those 
kids were tough, troubled 
kids. They knew how to 
fight, steal items from the 
local stores and find ways 
to run away, but bringing 
firearms to school didn’t 

happen. Right and wrong 
limits were still very defined.  

My goodness, what are 
the chances of a dad and 
his daughter having brain 
cancer tumors at the same 
time in their lives!? I would 
just like to scream “why 
why why?” So many special 
thoughts and prayers go out 
to Sarah Clark Miller from 
Twin Bridges and her dad 
Robert Clark from Waterloo.

So what have we learned 
this week? Don’t bet on 
things that you don’t know 
for sure. No one is perfect; 
everyone has a crack. Not all 
scars show, not all wounds 
heal, not all illnesses can be 
seen, not all pain is obvious 
– remember this before 
passing judgment on another. 
You are not responsible for 
other people’s happiness. 
Love is not what you say, 
love is what you do.  Pay 
attention the miracles 
today and every day!

Best of luck to all speech 
and drama students heading 
to divisionals in Three 
Forks this weekend. Only 
a month away from area 
basketball tournaments. 

“Those who can’t 
change their minds can’t 
change anything!”

around the 
Wood Stove

by Gail Banks

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755



MARVIN

CRYPTOQUIP

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K=A

CROSSWORD  By Eugene Sheffer

BIZARRO

All puzzle answers on B7

ACROSS DOWN

RHYMES

Game-Day Favorite Panko Crusted Spinach and Artichoke Dip

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

Having friends over for the big game? Add 
Eddie Szczerba’s Panko Crusted Spinach 

and Artichoke Dip to your menu. The mix of 
panko, spinach and artichokes make this one 
yummy recipe. And white beans add unusual–but 
tasty–twist. Have lots of pita chips handy because 
this will be gone before the first touchdown!

See step-by-step photos of Eddie’s recipe plus 
thousands more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/spinachdip
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and 

chances to win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a 
pinch”...

 

www.justapinch.com/spinachdip

What You Need
1 pkg frozen chopped  
   spinach
1 can artichoke hearts,  
   14 oz.
1 can white beans, 15 oz.
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 c cream cheese
2 c Asiago cheese, grated
3/4 c sour cream
1/2 c mayonnaise
1 tsp lemon rind, grated
1 pinch salt and pepper
3 tbsp panko bread  
   crumbs

Directions
• Start by defrosting and 
squeezing water out of 
spinach. 

Panko Crusted Spinach 
and Artichoke Dip

• Open and drain cans of 
artichokes and white beans.

• Combine drained spinach with 
grated cheese and chopped 
artichoke hearts.

• Place the beans, spinach and 
artichoke hearts in a food 
processor and pulse together 
until well combined (don’t 
over mix). Then, mix with the 
remaining ingredients (except 
for the panko bread crumbs). 

• Lightly grease or spray a 2 
quart baking dish. Fold in 
mixture.

• Top with panko bread crumbs.
• Bake in a pre-heated 375 degree 
oven uncovered for 25 minutes.

• Serve immediately with pita 
chips, crackers or crostini.

“This 
recipe is a 

keeper!”

 

By Janet Tharpe

- Janet

• Open and drain cans of 

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Eddie Szczerba 
Ossining, NY 
(pop. 25,060)

Submitted by: Eddie Szczerba, Ossining, NY (pop. 25,060) 

Mountain View TV 
& Satellite

Your local satellite 
TV specialists

Serving Madison County since 1993

6 Sunrise Loop  682-7858  Ennis

Dish Network 
and 

Direct TV

NOVICH
INSURANCE AGENCY

Twin Bridges  •  Phone 684-5701

For All Your Insurance Needs
Serving The Ruby Valley For Over 40 Years

HI & LOIS

1	 Call	a	halt	to
5	 Fellow
8	 Shield		 	 	
	 protuberance
12	 Old	Italian		 	
	 money
13	 Brewery	creation
14	 Fat
15	 The	same,	in		 	
	 bibliographies
16	 Felon’s	flight
17	 Coaster
18	 Magoo’s		 	
	 problem
20	 Groups	of	eight
22	 $	dispenser
23	 Vim	and	vigor
24	 Intentions
27	 Intact
32	 Lingerie	item
33	 Actress	Carrere
34	 Tramcar	contents
35	 “Tobacco	Road”		
	 author

38	 October	stone
39	 Exist
40	 Pump	up	the		 	
	 volume
42	 “Of	course”
45	 “Faust”	dramatist
49	 Ball	game	spoiler
50	 Lawyers’	org.
52	 Hammer	target
53	 Oil	cartel
54	 Past	tense	of		 	
	 39-Across
55	 Former	partners
56	 Doggerelist		 	
	 Ogden
57	 Aye	opposer
58	 React	to	yeast

1	 Slender
2	 Spruce	(up)
3	 Sandwich	treat
4	 Plains	of	the		 	
	 Argentine
5	 Sled	dog	breed
6	 Carte	lead-in
7	 “Finding	—”
8	 Heavy	overcoat
9	 Linguistic	lapse
10	 Raised
11	 Probability
19	 Tagged	player
21	 IRS	employee
24	 “The	View”	airer
25	 401(k)	alternative
26	 Ailments
28	 Goose	egg
29	 —	Republic		 	
	 (Madagascar)
30	 Mound	stat
31	 N.J.	neighbor
36	 Soak
37	 Teeny

38	 Church-key,	for		
	 one
41	 Brief	period	of			
	 time?
42	 Press
43	 California	wine		
	 valley
44	 Sunup
46	 Cab
47	 Hastens
48	 Otherwise
51	 Sheepish	remark

	

“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN
APPLIANCE SERVICEAPPLIANCE SERVICEAPPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St.1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Thursday, January 22, 2015B4

comics & Puzzles

Interior/Exterior • Painting/Staining
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Prefinishing of Mill Work

Media Blasting • Chinking

H.F. Hardy
Painting & Decorating

paintdock @3rivers.net 
842-5119 • Sheridan

PPG and Akzo 
Nobel Products 
available at our 

retail store: 
The Paint Dock

MONDAY • FEBRUARY 23, 2015
For Information, Contact:

Office: (406) 259-2544     fax: (406) 259-2510
P.O. BOx 30755 • Billings, MT 59107

ROgeR JacOBs
(406) 698-7686

BRYan anDeRsOn
(406) 839-7439

PaTRick k. gOggins • BROkeR/OwneR

H Go to www.pipmontana.com for more details
Premier

SELLING AT AUCTION
H BIG SPRING CREEK PARADISE • FLY FISHING HEAVEN • 

500 ACRES
Privacy and seclusion on Montana’s legendary Big Spring Creek 

near LEWISTOWN, MT



Get the Good News! 

682-7755

MARKETPLACE
View classifieds online at www.madisoniannews.com/classifieds.

the Madison County

HELP WANTED For Sale

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

570-5401
www.madisonmanagement.com

22-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$650 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, pri-
vate location. 4 month lease, 
$700 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc

wanted

ENNIS MINI STORAGE 
New low prices with 10 x 10’s 
starting at $35. Larger sizes 
available. Call Melinda at 
596-4288.
15-tfc

Office/Retail space available
Main and 3rd. St. in Ennis
1020 Sq. Ft.  with full bath.

$600 a month.
Call Paul at 406-581-7878

15-tfc-b

PETERSON'S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE Indoor & Outdoor 
RV/Boat storage, storage units. 
Ennis, 682-7442
18-tfc-b

FOR RENT: Call Apex Manage-
ment at 682-7112 or 581-0103 for 
long term or vacation rentals in 
Ennis and the Madison Valley.
1-tfc

2 bd apartment. Between Sheridan 
and Twin Bridges. Gas fireplace. 
Washer/Dryer. Electricity includ-
ed. $700 per month. 842-5888, eve-
nings.
50-tfc-b

statewide
classified 

ad network

RUBY GLEN HOMES IN 
SHERIDAN NOW RENTING!!!

•New construction--finished 
Nov. 2014

•Single level-no stairs
•2BD/2BA/2-car heated, 

attached garage
•Beautiful mountain views
•Maintenance-free grounds

•Very spacious-inside and out!
•406-596-1111

3-1-c

House in McAllister. 2 BR/1BA. 
Available now. W/D hookup. No 
pets/No smoking. $600+ utilities. 
Call 715-478-2085
3-4-p

FOR RENT: Lone Elk Mall Pro-
fessional office space, 90sf to 
120sf, $100-$155/mo., utilities 
included. Retail/office unit, 975 
sf, $460/mo. plus utilities. 682-
5653
5-tfc-b

Thursday, January 22, 2015 B5

The Madisonian is seeking a Free-
lance Reporter. 
The ideal candidate is a respon-
sible, energetic, self-starter with the 
ability to cover a variety of news 
topics quickly, comprehensively 
and accurately. Flexible scheduling 
is available. Candidates must have 
a valid driver's license and reliable 
transportation. To apply, send letter 
of interest to s.hill@madisonian-
news.com.   

Billy Cook ranch saddle, 
15" seat, back cinch, $1100 
OBO, 307-231-3377 leave 
message/will return call. 

estate sales

BUTTE ESTATE SALE
1845 Massachusetts

Open 10-3
Jan 22, 23, & 24th 

See Photos:  
www.AbleEstateSales.com

This home is filled with 
things that have been in the 

family since the early 1900's. 
1960's Rock-Ola Juke Box, 

1950's Pinball Machine, H.H. 
Scott Tube Amp, Garrard 
Turntable, Roberts Reel to 
Reel Tape,  1950's lighted  
Clicquot Club Wall Clock,  

Breweriana signs, 1970's Old 
Barware, glasses and Bottle 

collection, thousands of 
rounds 30.06 M-1 bandoleers 
ammo, Hundreds of 1950 - 

70's  Country and Rockabilly 
Music  45 & 33 1/3 records,  

collectibles, great retro office 
machines, cameras, super 
8mm projectors and even 
an 1930's exercise tummy 
roller, mid-century items, 
game table, 50's bar stools, 

like new Serger and Bernina 
Sewing machine, notions, 
lots of glass, freezer, Mid 
century dresser, china, old 
marbles, animal figurines, 

vintage purses, costume jew-
elry, clothes and shoes, huge 
1940's sled, household items, 
Old Radios, oak end tables, 
newer Queen bed, Fishing, 

Lumber and lots of collectible 
smalls, Butte items, vintage 

kitchen items and much much 
more.....

The Madisonian is hiring a full-
time Circulation Manager/Ad-
ministrative Assistant. Success-
ful candidate will have excellent 
customer service and computer 
skills and keen attention to detail. 
Competitive compensation. Du-
ties include data entry, process-
ing of renewals/subscriptions in 
database, general office manage-
ment and more. To apply, send 
resume and letter of interest to 
s.hill@madisoniannews.com or 
stop by The Madisonian in Ennis 
for an application. 

FOR RENT: Large mobile 
home site 1 mile from Ennis. 
100 x 150’, water & sewer, 
country atmosphere, quiet. 
NO DOGS. 682-4854.
29-tfc

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree Care

Winter is pruning and 
removal time.

Winter rates now.Winter rates now.Winter

Bartenders Needed
Goldmine Lounge & Casino
Send resumes to PO Box 55, 
Cardwell, MT 59721 or fax to 
(406) 287-5092.
45-tfc-b

For RENT

The Madison Valley Manor is 
accepting applications for a 
part time RN and part-time 

CNAs.  This is a great oppor-
tunity to work in a personal 

healthcare setting.
   · Excellent pay

   · Government retirement.
   · Benefits including life and 

health insurance. 
   · Relocation bonus. 

   · Tuition reimbursement. 
If you are interested in a reward-
ing career in healthcare, Madi-
son Valley Manor is the place.  

Please contact Christine 
Canterbury, DON at 682-7271 for 

more information.  EOE
2-4-b

126 Main, Harrison -1 Bd, 1 Ba, 
all util incl. $530. a mo. Call Bay-
croft's Prop. Mgmt, Inc. 406-560-
3274
11-tfc-b

GRASS/ALFALFA HAY
Large round 3/4 ton bales for 

$100 each.
Volume discount for a load of 11 

bales, $907.50
Delivery in Madison County for 

$150.
Call 562-477-8572

12-4-b

Part time now, more hours in the 
spring. Wait on customers, make 
soup, bake goodies. Call The 
Shovel and Spoon 842-7999.
12-tfc-b

SERVICES

Madison Valley 
Caring & Sharing

Hours:
Mon. Noon-2:00 p.m.

Sat. 9-11:00 a.m.
Wed. 6-8 p.m.

115 Chowning St. 682-7844
30-tfc-b

Living Estate Sale
8 Dry Boulder Lakes Road

Twin Bridges
684-5918
Thurs-Fri
Jan 22-23

10 am - 3 pm
Housewares, decorator items, 
VHS players & tapes, DVD 

players, Two 25-inch televisions, 
Lenox winter greeting dishes, 
Mikasa dishes, antiques, office 
equipment, designer clothing 

and more.
13-1-b

Substitute paper route delivery 
driver needed. Early mornings, 
Bozeman Chronicle. Will supply 
vehicle and training. If interested 
call Dennis 579-0168.
13-2-p

2 bedroom mobile, unfurnished, 
major appliances/shared yard. 
For quiet, mature single or cou-
ple. You pay heat, light. $450 per 
month plus deposit. Call 682-
7345.
13-tfc-b

Hay for sale. First and second 
cuts, small square bales. Located 
in Ennis area. Call 490-6582.
13-4-b

RAINBOW PT, fully remodeled 
home w/private road & private 

Ennis lake access. $429,000  
Info @ www.ennislakefront.

com/406-581-7820
13-tfc-b

real estate

Mobile Maintenance Mechanic 
- IMERYS, the leader in the talc 
mining and processing has an 
opening for a Mobile Mainte-
nance Mechanic at their mining 
operation located at Cameron, 
MT.  This position will service 
and fix all mobile equipment.  
Eliminate safety hazards to en-
sure safety of all equipment.  
Write work orders to record work 
performed and parts used.  Weld-
ing and fabrication on equipment 
and structures.  Operate fuel 
truck.  2+ years of maintenance 
experience within a manufactur-
ing or mining setting.  2+ years’ 
experience as mechanic for heavy 
equipment.  Maintenance degree 
from a certified school preferred.  
Competitive wage and excellent 
benefits package, including medi-
cal, dental, vision, 401K with 
company match.  Company pro-
vided transportation from Ennis 
to the mine site.  EOE m/f/d/v  
For more complete information 
and to apply go to please go to 
www.indeed.com and search un-
der Imerys Montana
13-2-b

The Madison Valley Manor is 
hiring for a full-time House-
keeper/Maintenance position.  

Experience is preferred but can 
be taught to the right person. 
This is a great opportunity to 
work in a personal healthcare 

setting.
   · Excellent pay

   · Government retirement.
   · Benefits including life and 

health insurance. 
If you are interested in a re-

warding career, Madison Valley 
Manor is the place.  

Please contact Tom Burt, Main-
tenance Supervisor at 682-7271 

for more information.  EOE
13-2-b

EDUCATION / INSTRUCTION

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. 
Complete programs, refresher 
courses, rent equipment for 
CDL, Job Placement Assistance. 
Financial assistance for quali-
fied students. SAGE Technical 
Services, Billings/Missoula.  
1-800-545-4546.   
#023

HELP WANTED
    
   
RES. ASSOC-CEREAL 
GRAINS $35,000 to $40,000 
@ montana.edu/jobs/re-
search/14-454 Farm Ops Man-
ager $45,000 @ montana.edu/
postings/982 CARC Moccasin 
MT        #024

LEARN TO DRIVE A TRUCK 
IN 3-WEEKS! Earn Over $45K 
1st Yr. Family Owned Carrier
Sponsorship Program. GI Bill 
Approved. Limited Openings…
Call Now 877-836-0372      #025

MORTGAGES / CONTRACTS

EQUITY LOANS ON NON-
OWNER OCCUPIED MON-
TANA REAL ESTATE. We 
also buy Notes & Mortgages. 
Call Creative Finance & Invest-
ments @ 406-721-1444 or visit 
www.creative-finance.com  

 #026

FOR SALE

FOR SALE 2012 CHRYSLER 
T&C lowered floor wheelchair ac-
cessible minivan. Mileage 19,669 
$47,000. www.gandjenterprises.
com  406-248-5767          #027

WANTED

$$$ I BUY MINERAL RIGHTS 
(OIL) $$$ Les Lorentzen les-
lorentzen@gmail.com
701-460-0307 or 907-830-2222                  
#028

EVENTS/SHOWS

GUNS AND AMMO SHOW 
JANUARY 23 noon to 6:00, Jan-
uary 24 9:00 to 6:00, January 25 
9:00 to 3:00 Jerry Martin Memo-
rial Hall, Big Sandy Montana. For 
more information call 406-386-
2259.                      #029

THE BOAT SHOW! "Boat Buy-
ing Event of the Year" at the Lew-
is & Clark Fairgrounds, Helena, 
MT. January 23rd, 24th & 25th, 
2015.   The Montana Boat Show's 
$3 admission charge gives you 
a chance at over $1,500 in door 
prizes! Children under 12 enter 
free. For info call (406)443-6400 
or 266-5700. Mark Your 2015 
Calendar! www.mtboatshow.com            
#030

CABIN FEVER ANTIQUES 
FAIR Helena Civic Center Janu-
ary 24 & 25 beginning 10 am. 
Fresh new merchandise from first 
time dealers & up to date choices 
from old favorites. $5 BD      #031

We’re on 
the web!

www.
madisoniannews

.com
Check us out!

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (CELL 406-570-9872)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are YOUR Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

WANTED: 
New clients to stay LOCAL 

with their insurance policies. 
Single or multi-policies wel-

come. Call 682-4202.
30-tfc-b



NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF JEF-
FERSON IN RE ESTATE OF:
LEONARD RALPH HUCKABA,
Deceased
Probate No. DP 2014-35
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the under-
signed has been appointed Personal Repre-
sentative of the above- named estate. All per-
sons having claims against said decedent are 
required to present their claims within four (4) 
months after the date of the first publication 
of this notice, or said claims will be forever 
barred.
Claims must either be mailed to Susanne 
Huckaba, the Personal Representative, re-
turn receipt requested,at c/o Berg Law Firm, 
One West Main, Bozeman, Montana 59715, 
or filed with the Clerk of the above-entitled 
Court.
Dated: Dec. 22, 2014
Berg, Lilly & Tollefsen, P.C.
/s/ Rienne McElya
Attorney for 
Personal Representative
I declare under penalty of perjury under the 
laws of the State of Montana that the forego-
ing is true and correct.
Signed this 23 day of December, 2014.
/s/ Susanne Huckaba
26 Highway 359 
Cardwell, MT 59721
(Pub. Jan 8, 15, 22 2015) blt
MNAXLP

NOTICE OF MEETING
The Annual Hospital District meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, January 22, 
2015 in the lower level conference room of 
Madison Valley Medical Center, 305 N Main 
Street, Ennis, MT.  The public citizens of the 
hospital district are invited and encouraged to 
attend this meeting.
(Pub. Jan 15, 22, 2015) mvmc

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Madison County Board of Commission-
ers will conduct a public hearing on Monday, 
January 26, 2015, at 11:00, in the Commis-
sioners’ Conference Room at the Broadway 
Annex in Virginia City, Montana, to receive 
public comment on a resolution establishing 
County office hours.
Copies of the resolution are available for 
public review and comment at the Madison 
County Commissioners’ Office and posted on 
the Madison County website, www.madison.
mt.gov .
Comments on the resolution are welcome.  
Written public comments may be submitted 
or delivered to the Madison County Com-
missioners’ Office, P.O. Box 278, Virginia 
City, MT 59755; faxed to (406) 843-5517; or 
emailed to madco@madison.mt.gov.  Written 
comments must be received by close of the 
January 26, 2015, public hearing.
(Pub. Jan 15, 22, 2015) mcc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA, 
COUNTY OF MADISON
IN RE ESTATE OF:
BYRAM DeLLOYD OWENS, also known as 
BYRAM D. OWENS, Deceased
Cause No. DP-29-2014-27
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate.  All persons having claims against 
said decedent are required to present their 
claims within four (4) months after the date 
of the first publication of this notice, or said 
claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to LESLIE 
EUGENE OWENS, the Personal Represen-
tative, return receipt requested, at P.O. Box 
2856, Norris, MT  59745, or filed with the 
Clerk of the above-entitled Court.
Dated:  December 23, 2014
//s// LESLIE EUGENE OWENS 
Personal Representative
STATE OF MONTANA )
:ss
COUNTY OF MADISON )
LESLIE EUGENE OWENS, being first duly 
sworn, upon oath, deposes and says:
 That he has read the foregoing 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS and that the facts 
and matters contained therein are true, cor-
rect, accurate and complete to the best of his 
knowledge and belief.  I make this declaration 
under penalty of perjury under the laws of the 
State of Montana.
//s// LESLIE EUGENE OWENS
Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 23rd day of December, 2014.
//s// Janet R. Cookson
Notary Public for the State of Montana
Residing at: Ennis, MT
My Commission expires: 1/30/2017
(SEAL)
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
Ennis, MT 59729
Telephone: (406) 682-7878
(Pub. January 15, 22, 29, 2014) km

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
MONTANA FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COURT, MADISON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
HOWARD H. MILLS, 
Deceased.
Probate No: DP-29-14-19

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the above-named estate. 
All persons having claims against the said 
deceased are required to present their claims 
within four months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to JOHN WAR-
REN, DAVIS, WARREN & HRITSCO, P.O. 
Box 28, Dillon, MT 59725, or filed with the 
Clerk of the above Court.
I declare under penalty of perjury under the 
laws of the state of Montana that the forego-
ing is true and correct.
Dated January 13, 2015
//s// HOWARD W. MILLS
Personal Representative
Personal Representative’s Attorney
John Warren
Davis, Warren & Hritsco
PO BOX 28
Dillon, Montana 59725
(Pub. Jan. 22, 29, Feb 5, 2015) dwh 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE 
STATE OF MONTANA, 
COUNTY OF MADISON
IN RE ESTATE OF:
GEORGE JOSEPH KLEINSCHMIDT, also 
known as GEORGE J. KLEINSCHMIDT,
Deceased
Cause No. DP-29-2015-1
That the undersigned has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate.  All persons having claims against 
said decedent are required to present their 
claims within four (4) months after the date 
of the first publication of this notice, or said 
claims will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to JULIE M. 
DIETHELM, the Personal Representative, 
return receipt requested, at 1034 Riverside 
Drive S.E., St. Cloud, MN 56304 or filed with 
the Clerk of the above-entitled Court.
Dated:  December 30, 2014
//s// JULIE M. DIETHELM 
Personal Representative
STATE OF MINNESOTA )
:ss
COUNTY OF STEARNS )
JULIE M. DIETHEM, being first duly sworn, 
upon oath, deposes and says:
That she has read the foregoing NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS and that the facts and matters 
contained therein are true, correct, accurate 
and complete to the best of her knowledge 
and belief.  I make this declaration under pen-
alty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
Montana.
//s// JULIE M. DIETHELM
Personal Representative
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me 
this 30TH day of December, 2014.
//s// Kent David Ficek
Notary Public for the State of Minnesota
Residing at: Wells Fargo
My Commission expires: 1/31/2018
(SEAL)
Personal Representative’s Attorney:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
Ennis, MT 59729
Telephone: (406) 682-7878
(Pub. January 22, 29, Feb 5 2014) km

PUBLIC NOTICE
Madison County is accepting Request for 
Proposal for a new Voice over Internet Proto-
col (VoIP) Unified Communications System. 
This Request for Proposal (RFP) is being 
used to obtain proposals for replacement of 
the current telephony system in use at Madi-
son County’s Offices located in the County 
Courthouse, Broadway Annex and Thomp-
son-Hickman Library. The County is seeking 
to replace the current Nortel PBX phone sys-
tem with a VoIP (or IP PBX) system. The VoIP 
system will be able of providing phone ser-
vice to the Courthouse, new Annex building 
and Library as well as capable of providing 
future expansion of service to the counties 
outlying offices.
Parties interested in submitting a proposal 
may obtain more detailed information from 
the County’s IT Department by calling (406) 
843.4254, or the Counties website at www.
madison.mt.gov located under Public No-
tices.
(Pub. Jan. 22, 29, Feb 5, 2015 ) mcit

BIG SKY FIRE DEPARTMENT
AGENDA FOR JANUARY 
REGULAR MEETING
Wednesday, January 28, 2015 – 8:30 AM
Fire Station No. 1
Introduction of visitors and guests 
1.Call to Order
2.Public Comment
3.Consent Agenda Items - Action Required: 
a.Approval of draft minutes of December 17, 
2014 Regular Meeting 
b.Financial Reports for December 2014
c.Monthly Financial Statements 
d.Check Register: Checks 6114463 - 6114528
4.Fire Chief’s Report – William Farhat 
5.Correspondence
6.New Business
a.Recent Flooding along Gallatin River – Dis-
cussion & Possible Action Required
b.2015-16 Resort Tax Application – Discus-
sion & Possible Action Required
c.Administrative Position/Social Security Is-
sue – Discussion & Possible Action Required
7.Unfinished Business

a.2015-16 Budget Committee – Discussion & 
Possible Action Required
b.BSFD Station #2/Big Sky Resort – Discus-
sion & Possible Action Required
c.Collective Bargaining Agreement/Contract 
Negotiations Committee – Discussion & Pos-
sible Action Required
d.Budget Amendment/No Smoke System – 
Tabled 8/27/14
e.Mission Lifeline Grant – Discussion & Pos-
sible Action Required
8.Other Business
a.Election of Trustees - Update
9.Public Comment 
10.Date for next regular meeting – February 
25, 2015 @ 8:30 AM
11.Adjourn 
(Pub. Jan. 22, 2015) bsfd

INVITATION FOR BIDS
The Board of Trustees for Ennis Public 
Schools, Ennis, Montana will receive sealed 
proposals from general contractors for the 
furnishing of labor, tools, materials, and 
equipment necessary for the construction of 
the following:
ENNIS SCHOOLS SECURITY PROJECSTS 
- REBID ENNIS, MONTANA
Bids will be received for a single General 
Contract, including Electrical work.
Such sealed bids or proposals will be filed 
in the offie of the Ennis High School, Ennis, 
Montana, until 2:00 PM, local time, THURS-
DAY< JANUARY 29, 2015, at wich time the 
proposals will be publicly opened and read 
aloud.
Bid shall be submitted on the form provided 
with the Contract Documents. Contract Docu-
ments may be secured at DDPowers, Archi-
tect, 2424 Rancho Road, Billings, MT 59102, 
upon deposit of $100.00 per set, 100% re-
fundable, if returned within twenty (20) days 
after the bid opening in re-usable condition, 
including all addenda.
Bids shall be accompanied by bid security in 
accordance with Instructions to Bidders for 
10% of the total bid. Said sum to be in the 
form of lawful monies of the United States 
or a cashier’s check payable to the Owner, 
within ten (10) days of the bid’s acceptance, 
Performance Bond and Material Payment 
Bond, each in an amount not less than 100% 
of the contract price.
The Contractor and their sub-contractors will 
comply with the Montana Contractor’s Law 
and shall have a Certificate of Registration 
from the State of Montana, Department of 
Labor and Industry, Employment Relations 
Division. Contractors shall comply with all fair 
labor practices and must meet the require-
ments of  State of Montana Statutes, among 
which require that preference be given to the 
employment of Montana Residents, and must 
pay the prevailing rate of wages to workers 
performing labor on the contract.
Pursuant to Section 15-50-206(2)(3), MCA, 
the Owner is required to withhold one percent 
of all payments due to the Contractor and is 
required to transmit such moneys to the Mon-
tana Department of Revenue as part of the 
public contractor’s license fee. In like fashion, 
the Contractor is required to withhold one 
percent from payments to subcontractors.
Preference is hereby given to materials, sup-
plies, equipment, machinery, and provisions 
produced, manufactured, supplied or grown 
in Montana, quality being equal to articles of-
fered by the competitors outside of the State. 
No bidder may withdraw his bid for at least 
thirty (30) days after the scheduled time for 
receipt of bids, except as noted in the Instruc-
tions to Bidders. 
The Owner reserves the right to accept or 
reject any or all bids, to waive irregularities, 
to evaluate the bids submitted and to accept 
the proposal, which best serves the interest 
of the Owner.
(Pub. January 22, 29, 2015) es

PUBLIC NOTICES

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

Joe Veland   

406.682.3999 
Service Work

New Construction
Remodels

PO Box 987   
Ennis, Mt   59729
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www.GrahamdrillinG.com

Water Well Drilling , Pump Sales
Installation, Service & Repairs

Serving residential & commercial customers
in madison county for over 23 years
Quality Service at a Fair Price

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

 

 

Consignment deadline is February 6.

February 14th @ 11 am preview at 9 am

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755

madisoniannews.commadisoniannews.com

Get Results.
People are reading.  
Advertise your business or event today!

Ennis Rodeo Association 
Annual Stockholders Meeting

February 4 at 7:30 p.m.
Sportsman’s Lodge in Ennis

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 

- New, clean and well-kept
- A nice variety of sizes
- Yearly prices available
- Lowest rates in the valley

MADISON VALLEY STORAGE

581-7878
or

682-7878

All sizes available up to 1,200 square feet
Heated, insulated, large doors, half bath.
Gary at 581-3531 or Paul at 581-7878

SHOP SPACE FOR RENT IN ENNIS

For location call 682-4700



Area Senior Meals
Senior meals, Virginia City

Senior meals now being served in Virginia City for citizens 60 
and over every Tuesday and Thursday at the VC Creamery for a 
nominal fee of  $3. Lunch is served 11:30 a.m. to noon.

Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges
The TBS&CC provides meals for seniors every Tuesday and 
Friday at 11:30 a.m. at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant in Twin 
Bridges for seniors 60 years and up. (Spouse and caregivers are 
invited.) Donations for meals are appreciated.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry, Sheridan
Open Saturdays from 10 a.m. - noon. Located at 114 N. Main St. 
in New Beginnings. Serving the Ruby Valley from Silver Star to 
Virginia City. Contact Doris at 842-7161 or Wannetta at 842-
5783 for more information.

Meals on Wheels, Sheridan
The Sheridan Senior Center offers meals for seniors 60 years and 
over Monday - Friday. Seniors may choose to eat at the senior 
center, family style for $3.50 or have their meal delivered for 
$4.00. Delivered meals are within the city limits of  Sheridan and 
should be called in by 10 a.m. Call Shirley Sand at 842-5966.

Prayer requests:
682-4788     843-5296     842-7713

Find Fellowship With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY 
OF GOD

Love God, Love People
SUNDAY SERVICE

SCHEDULE
Bible Study 9:45 a.m

Worship Service 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:45

Wednesday Youth Group 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery
Non-Denominational Christ 

Centered, Spirit Led Worship
Joel Trenkle/Pastor

Check website for ministries:
dayspringsheridan.com

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.

ALL WELCOME
Each week a Bible lesson full of

healing Christian concepts is read
aloud in our Sunday service.

4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana
www.spirituality.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church
Vern Grotzke, Pastor

682-4949

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m.
Mid-Week Service,
Wednesday 6 p.m.

606 Comley Way, Ennis
6 Blocks South of City Complex

Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 
Pastor Paul Stearns
Office: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group Weds at 6:30 pm
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Youth Group Sunday evenings

Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church

114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Lonnie Horn

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)

6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)

Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry

Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

We are a churwwch dedicated

to serving this valley!

           Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.
Everyone Welcome

Fully Accessible
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH

If the learned and worldly-wise 
men of this age were to allow 

mankind to inhale the fragrance 
of fellowship and love, every 
understanding heart would 

apprehend the meaning of true
liberty, and discover the secret 

of undisturbed peace and 
absolute composure.

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

11:00 a.m.

Liturgy Schedule

St. Patrick, Ennis
Sunday ~ 10:30 a.m.

St. Mary, Laurin
Sunday ~ 8:30 a.m.

Deacon Andy Dorrington,
Pastoral Administrator ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
682-4197

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sheridan Ward - Visitors Welcome

Sacrament Meeting
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Mutual (Youth Group)
Weds. 7:00p.m.

3560 | MT State Hwy 287
Sheridan 842-5860

Bishop Dustin 684-5255

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

 
  ALCOHOLICS

ANONYMOUS
Meeting Every Thurs. at

8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

WED. - 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church in Jeffers
FRI. - Open, 7:30 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis
843-5352 Virginia City

Cryptoquip Answer: 

TO LOOK AT 
THE WORLD AS 

SHAKESPEARE DID, 
ONE PROBABLY 

NEEDS TO HAVE A 
BARD'S-EYE VIEW

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

E N N I S  A L A N O N
M o n d a y  ~  1 0 : 4 5  a . m .

B a s e m e n t  o f  M a d i s o n  Va l l e y
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  E n n i s

H u g e l  &  C h a r l e s
C A L L  6 8 2 - 5 0 9 7  o r  6 8 2 - 7 0 2 3

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

Celebrate Recovery
Meets every Saturday at 6 
p.m. & starts with a meal.

DAYSPRING MISSION
3648 Hwy 287, Sheridan

596-0707ALANON
Pony School House •  Weds. 7 pm

Suzy 685-3692

Thanksgiving Service
11.26

7 p.m.
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220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508

Area Senior Meals

Submitted by Andrea Jones
Montana Fish, Wildlife 

and Parks

Charles “Bill” Foster 
and his wife, Sally, were 
sentenced last Thursday for 
their role in one of the biggest 
fish and wildlife related 
cases in Southwest Montana 
in recent years. The Fosters 
were the last violators among 
the 17 co-defendants to be 
sentenced in this case, which 
has now brought over $30,000 
in fines and restitution. 

The prosecution of 
these cases was based on 
a three-year investigation 
into the Fosters’ activities. 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
investigators discovered over 
30 illegally taken deer and 
elk, as well 65 fish over the 
legal possession limit. They 
also determined the Fosters 
allowed nonresident family 
members to hunt using their 
tags and assisted friends and 
local residents in unlawful 
hunting and fishing activities.

In Thursday’s district court 
proceedings in Dillon, Judge 
Loren Tucker sentenced C. 
Foster to six months of house 
arrest (with a conditional 
10-year suspended sentence 
with the Department of 
Corrections). C. Foster also 
lost all hunting, fishing and 
trapping privileges for life 
(this means within Montana 
and 43 other Wildlife Violator 

Compact States). In addition, 
he cannot accompany 
anyone hunting, fishing 
or trapping for 10 years. 

For her part, S. Foster 
was given a five-year 
suspended sentence, lost 
her hunting, fishing and 
trapping privileges for ten 
years and cannot accompany 
anyone hunting, fishing or 
trapping for five years.

Jointly, the Fosters were 
also fined $2,500 and will 
be responsible for $9,150 in 
restitution for the unlawfully 
taken fish and game animals. 
All unlawfully taken fish 
and game animal parts were 
forfeited to the state.

“It is a good day for the 
people who enjoy Montana’s 
fish and wildlife resources, 
knowing that the Fosters 
were held accountable 
for the violations they 
committed over a ten year 
period,” said lead FWP 
investigator Chad Murphy.

In August, C. Foster 
pleaded guilty to four felony 
counts of unlawful possession 
of game animals and one 
felony count of tampering 
with evidence. At that time, 
he admitted to numerous 
crimes including failing 
to tag animals, transfer of 
hunting licenses and taking 
over-limits of game animals. 
The tampering charged 
stemmed from his hiding of 

his camera’s memory card 
from investigators. The card 
stored numerous pictures 

of the unlawful hunting 
and fishing violations.

S. Foster pleaded guilty 

in August to two felony 
counts of unlawful possession 
of game animals and one 

count of misdemeanor 
fishing without a license.

Dillon couple sentenced as leaders 
of major poaching ring

Photo courtesy of Fish, Wildlife & Parks
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NORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGSNORRIS HOT SPRINGS

Pool & Cafe 
(September - May)

noon - 10 sat-sun
4-10 thurs-fri-mon

norrishotsprings.com
406.685.3303

    HOURS:

Fri 1/23 - Tommy Georges 

Americana

Sat 1/24 - Coyote Gypsies    

Gypsy Americana

Sun 1/25- Gallatin Grass 

                Project         

                       Bluegrass

MUSIC THIS WEEKEND:   

682-4023
115 Main St., Ennis, MT

Evenings: Adults $8  • Children (12 & under) $6 Show time at 7:15 pm, 
Box Office opens at 6:30 pm

Friday-Sunday, January 23-25

Find us on at MadisontheatreennisFind us on at Madisontheatreennis

Matinee Sunday 4:00 pm
UNBROKEN (PG-13)

Friday & Saturday 7:15 pm

Coming Soon - 
INTO THE WOODS (PG)
AMERICAN SNIPER (R)

www.ennismovies.com

MONDAYS 

Commissioner’s 
Meeting, Virginia City

Madison Co. 
Commissioners meet 
every Monday, unless 

noted, public welcome. 
9:30 a.m. Annex Building

TUESDAYS

Fly-tying Roundtable, 
Ennis

Come one, come all. 
Tuesday nights 6:30 - 

8:30 p.m.  Ray Plante's 
cabinet shop at 113 
Antelope Meadows. 

Lego Club, Ennis
Come to the Madison 
Valley Public Library to 
join, build and create 
every Tuesday after 
school until 5:00. No 

club on Dec. 23 & 30.  

Madison County Mental 
Health Local Advisory 
Council, Virginia City

Meeting the first Tuesday 
of each month from 

4:30 - 6:30 p.m. in 
County Commissioner’s 

conference room in 
Broadway Annex.

Children's Story & Craft 
Time, Virginia City

Every Tuesday at 10:30 
a.m. at the Thompson 

Hickman Library.

WEDNESDAYS

Open Table Tennis, 
Pony 7 - 9 p.m.

For all ages and skill 
levels - Two Tables
At the Pony School

Info @ 685-3481 

TOPS, Ennis
Weekly weigh-in, 9:00 

a.m. Meeting, 9:30 a.m. 

MVMC in downstairs 
conference room. 
Jeanne, 682-3299

Books and Babies, Ennis
Madison Valley 

Public Library, 10:30 
a.m. 682-7244

Grief Support 
Group, Ennis

Everyone welcome. 
Meets every 

Wednesday, 5:30 
p.m. Madison Valley 

Baptist Church

THURSDAYS

MV Women's Club
FIRST THURS OF 

EA. MONTH
Regular monthly 

meeting noon at the 
Madison Valley Baptist 

Church on 287 N.

MV Manor Auxilary 
Meeting, Ennis
SECOND THURS 
OF EA. MONTH

1 p.m., Madison Valley 
Manor SunRoom

FRIDAYS

Story Time, Ennis
Pre-K to Grade 2, 11 
a.m. Madison Valley 

Public Library.  682-7244.

Live Music, Ennis
Willlie's Distillery hosts 

live music in the tasting 
room, 5:30 p.m.. See 
the weekly ad on this 
page for performers.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-
SUNDAY

Live Music - Norris
7 p.m. See the weekly 

ad on this page for 
weekly performers.
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SHERIDAN 
SCHOOLS 

ADULT 
EDUCATION 

PHOTO ALBUMS IN THE 
DIGITAL AGE

7-9 PM
JANUARY 5, 7,  12, 14, 19, 21, 26 AND 28
SHERIDAN HIGH SCHOOL – BUSINESS LAB 

Bring your old photos and be ready to create lasting 
memories. You will learn how to use different hardware to 
scan pictures, organize your files, back them up and how 

to use web based software to create legacy quality memory 
books and other projects for your family and friends. Bring a 
large thumb drive or external hard drive for photo storage.

To register for a class call Emily at 842-5302.

INTRO TO DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
OUTSIDE THE GREEN BOX

6-8 PM
FEBRUARY 5 - ELEMENTARY LIBRARY

Learn the building blocks to great photography and about 
the different functions on your camera.  This class is 

geared towards users of  DSLR cameras or cameras with 
interchangeable lenses.  Bring your camera with batteries 
charged and memory card cleared.  If you do not have a 
DSLR camera you are still welcome to attend to learn the 

building blocks to taking better pictures.  
There is no charge for this class.

BEGINNING FLY TYING 
INSTRUCTOR ED BURKE    •    7:00-8:30 PM 

JANUARY 6, 7, 14, 20, 21, 28
IN THE ELEMENTARY MEZZANINE

ENNIS MEALS ON WHEELS
 TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY  

11:30 AM – 1 PM  
MADISON VALLEY MANOR

wednesday, jan 21:  
SPAGHETTI, MEATBALLS, SPINACH, GARLIC BREAD, CARROT CAKE

thursday, jan 22:  
RIBS, BAKED BEANS, PEAS, BANANA SMOOTHIE

Friday, jan 23:  
FISH SLIDER, FF, COLESLAW, CHERRY CHEESE CAKE

tuesday, jan 27:  
HAM, SCALLOPED POTATOES, BEETS, SHORTBREAD COOKIE

wednesday, jan 28:  
BEEF LASAGNA, SPINACH, PUMPKIN PIE BAR

f e a t u r i n g  g o w n s  f r o m  E s k a y
a t

Trenz 
S u n d a y,  J a n u a r y  2 5   |   2 : 3 0  t o  5 : 3 0  p . m .

w w w. e s k a y b r i d a l . c o m   •   4 0 6 - 5 7 7 - 2 2 5 9

Pop up Prom StorePop up Prom Store

Join us on 
Facebook! 
and be the first to get 

breaking news.

facebook.com/madisonian

Beyond Words.
YOUR future 
     is OUR future.

THE MADISONIAN.  Advertise today.
682-7755

THURSDAY 
JANUARY 22

Hat and mitten drive, 
Madison County
12 a.m. – Feb. 14. 

Prudential Montana 
Real Estate is sponsoring 
the third Have A Heart 
Hat and Mitten Drive! 
Please donate new or 
gently used hats and 
mittens! Donations will 
be collected until Feb. 
14.  Donated items will 
then be distributed to 

Madison County Schools 
and made available 
to students in need of 
a hat or warm pair of 

mittens. Please see our 
ad in The Madisonian 
for more information.

Annual hospital district 
meeting, Ennis

7 p.m. at Madison 
Valley Medical Center. 

MVMC hosts the annual 
hospital district meeting. 

Public welcome.

Mad Gals monthly 
meeting, Ennis

Social hour at 12:30 
p.m.  and lunch at 1 
p.m., at Alley Bistro. 

Call by Jan. 19 at noon 
to reserve your spot.

FRIDAY 
JANUARY 23

Game night at Christ 
Church, Sheridan

6 – 8 p.m., at Parish Hall 
behind Christ Episcopal 

Church in Sheridan. 
Join us for another 

game night in the Parish 
Hall at Christ Church.  
We've got Scrabble, 

Cribbage, Candyland, 
Rummikub, Dominoes, 
Sorry and many more 

fun games for kids and 
adults.  We'll be serving 

our famous flavored 
popcorn and other 
refreshments.  If you 

have a special game 
you like, please bring 

it!  We're always eager 

to learn a new game. 

SATURDAY 
JANUARY 24

Open Mic Night, 
Sheridan

7 p.m. at The Shovel 
and Spoon. Open mic 

for musicians, poets 
and story tellers – all 

performers welcome.  
PA and microphones 

will be available if 
needed.  Food is 

available.  Call 842-7999 
for more information.

SUNDAY 
JANUARY 25

Library gathering, 
Sheridan

The Friends of the 
Sheridan Library will be 

hosting a gathering with 
presentations by locals 
and information on the 
new archival expansion 
on Sunday at 3 p.m. in 
the Sheridan Library. 

Refreshments will be 
served. Open to the 

public. Please call 842-
5770 with questions.

MONDAY 
JANUARY 26

Cameron Community 
Club, Cameron

Cameron Community 
Club annual 

meeting and board 
election.  1 p.m. at 
Blue Moon Saloon.

TUESDAY 
JANUARY 27

Landowner Workshop 
on Water, Ennis

12 – 2 p.m., in the 
basement of First 

Madison Valley Bank.
Attendees will learn 

about the processes that 
influence groundwater 

in the Madison 
Valley.  RSVP by Jan. 
23 for a head count.  
Sunni@madisoncd.

org or 682-3181.   

Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Meeting, Ennis
At 7:00 p.m. Meeting 

at VFW Post.

SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 14

Open mic night, Sheridan
7 p.m. at The Shovel 

and Spoon. Open mic 
for musicians, poets 
and story tellers- all 

performers welcome.  
PA and microphones 

will be available if 
needed.  Food is 

available.  Call 842-7999 
for more information.

SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 28

Open mic night, Sheridan
7 p.m. at The Shovel 

and Spoon. Open mic 
for musicians, poets 
and story tellers- all 

performers welcome.  
PA and microphones 

will be available if 
needed.  Food is 

available.  Call 842-7999 
for more information.

SATURDAY 
APRIL 12

Gardening Clinic, Alder
1 p.m. Free Gardening 

101 Clinic At High 
Country Irrigation, 
Landscaping and 

Nursery's location in 
Alder. 2258 MT HWY 

287, Alder, MT
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