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Photo submitted by Garnet USA
Garnet USA crew members examine a blast site at the company’s pro-
posed open pit mine site last year. Precursory activities at the site have 
been done since early 2012 under an exploration license. 

Photo submitted by Garnet USA
The proposed open pit mine is not far from the current Garnet USA operations.

By Faith Moldan
For The Madisonian

The Montana Depart-
ment of Environmental Qual-
ity (DEQ) is accepting input on 
Garnet USA’s proposed open 
pit garnet mine for just a short 
time longer. Comments should 
be sent to DEQ by the close of 
business on April 26.

Community members, 
DEQ and Garnet USA staff 
were all in attendance at a 
scoping meeting last Tuesday 
evening in Alder. The meeting 

was held to identify possible 
environmental issues that DEQ 
should address. Jeffrey Her-
rick, Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) coordinator, 
told the crowd gathered that 
DEQ is neither pro nor con for 
the project, but rather there to 
encourage involvement by in-
terested stakeholders to allow 
for early identification of envi-
ronmental issues in the EIS.

“We want to use this as a 
good process,” Brian Jackson, 
Garnet USA Project Engineer-
ing Manager, said of the EIS. 

“There will be things that we 
may or may not have consid-
ered. We want community 
input on how we can be good 

neighbors.”
The EIS became neces-
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Garnet USA set to make 
changes, seeks input on 
DEQ Environmental Impact 
Statement

Garnet USA

By Alyse Backus
The Madisonian 

news@madisoniannews.com

At a special board meet-
ing on Friday, the Twin Bridg-
es school board discussed the 
changing direction of the school’s 
curriculum and programs due to 
retiring teachers.

The Twin Bridges school 
system has a vacancy for a part-
time guidance counselor. The 
special board meeting discussed 
how this opening would be ad-
vertised.

According to Montana ac-
creditation standards, the school 
must employ a guidance counsel-
or at a minimum of .625 full-time 

equivalent.
While the school needs to 

fill the guidance counselor posi-
tion, the school also is losing the 
Family and Consumer Sciences 
teacher to retirement. With this 
vacancy, the FCS classes and 
FCCLA program may not return 
next year.

Superintendent Chad John-

son said no one on staff is cur-
rently certified to take over the 
FCS classes. He did say there 
are staff members interested in 
becoming certified to teach the 
courses by completing the re-
quired certification classes in 
three years while still teaching. 
Johnson said in order for the 
school to go this route, the school 

would need to fit certain criteria 
that hasn’t been looked into yet.

Some of the board members 
questioned the need for an FCS 
curriculum and FCCLA as an 
extracurricular activity. John-
son pointed out extracurricular 
programs like FFA and Busi-
ness Professionals of America 
have the similar foundation of 

FCCLA. Those programs teach 
leadership and communication 
skills just like FCCLA, but rath-
er than having a family and con-
sumer sciences focus, FFA and 
BPA are agriculture and business 
focused, respectively.

If the school did decide to 

Twin Bridges schools look to fill vacancies
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By Faith Moldan
For The Madisonian

Straddling the Silver Bow 
and Madison County line in the 
Highland Mountain Range sits 
a currently unnamed peak only 
known by its reference number – 
10131. A group of Montana Tech 
Highlands College students want 
to change that and give the peak, 
which is the second highest in 
the range, a proper name – Mon-
tana Tech Peak.

“Tech’s always taught geolo-
gy. Let’s name a geologic feature 
after it,” Tech student Jon Craig 
said. “The more support we can 
have behind us the better.”

Craig, a civil engineering 
student at Tech, explained to 
the commissioners that after a 
surveying trip in the Highlands 
he and others realized that one 
peak was officially unnamed 
and decided it might be interest-
ing to pursue giving it a name. 
What began then has turned into 
a multi-year project, which is a 
year in already and not close to 
being done yet.

Dean of Highlands College, 
John Garic, said the students 
will present information to Sil-

ver Bow County officials, speak 
with a local landowner who has 
property on the mountain, and 
meet with Governor Steve Bull-
ock all before preparing neces-
sary applications for state and 
federal agencies. Garic said they 
must provide letters of support 
and geological information to 
the agencies with their applica-
tion. They hope to have a draft 
application prepared by August. 
Montana Tech and Montana Uni-
versity Systems staff will need 
to give an okay to the student-
driven initiative too. Some of 
the original group members have 
graduated since the beginning of 
the project.

Located on BLM public 
land, the peak is located 17 miles 
south of Butte. It is 0.8 miles 
south of Red Mountain, which it 
is commonly mistaken for, and 
1.25 miles northwest of Table 
Mountain.

“I think it’s an appropriate 
name. Montana Tech is going to 
be there forever,” Commissioner 
Chair Jim Hart said.

The next regular commis-
sion meeting is set for 9:30 a.m. 
on April 30 in the Commission-
ers’ Conference Room.

Commissioners 
support Montana Tech 
Peak naming project

By Alyse Backus
The Madisonian 

news@madisoniannews.com

A one-time mill levy will be 
on the ballots on May 7 with the 
goal of raising the funds needed to 
complete an addition to Thomas-
Hickman Library in Virginia City.

The Thomas-Hickman Li-
brary serves as Madison County’s 
library. After fundraising for over 
two years, the library’s board has 
decided it’s time to ask the public 
for financial assistance. The li-
brary proposed a one-time levy of 
six mills to raise $650,000.

For homeowners whose prop-
erty is assessed at $100,000, the 
levy would be $8.30. The home-
owners whose homes are assessed 
at $200,00 would pay $16.60.

The current library offers 
884 square feet of space to house 
books and serves as a reading area. 

Library board chairperson 
Jan Thomas says there a multitude 
of issues with the current library 
that requires updating. Thomas 
said the electric system is in need 
of updates, restrooms are not 
handicap-accessible and there is 
no hot water in the building.

In addition, there is simply 
just not enough space to store 
books and comfortably accom-
modate the public. Thomas says 
the county library needs to be able 
to house approximately 35,000 
books based on the area the library 
serves, but currently the library 
can only hold 10,000 books and 
many of those are stored in lock-

ers.
Thomas also emphasized 

the importance of properly hous-
ing archives. Without a climate-
controlled environment many of 
those archives are subject to dam-
age. The library also doesn’t have 
the room to hold all of the archives 
and store some of them in various 
areas around the county including 
the attic in the courthouse.

In order to address these is-
sues, the library has designed a 
5,616 square foot addition. The 
addition will feature climate-
controlled archive and research 
rooms, a children’s area and a 
large conference, multimedia 
community room.

The restrooms in the new ad-
dition will be handicap-accessible 
and feature hot water. 

The addition will be able to 
support state-of-the-art technol-
ogy, something the current build-
ing cannot do.

In order to preserve the integ-
rity of the original building, the 
addition will be connected to the 
current library by a hallway, which 
has been designed to be minimally 
invasive.

 The current library space 
will return to serving as a large 
reading room. When the library 
was built in 1918, that’s the pur-
pose the building was supposed to 
serve. 

Thomas said if there was 
left over money from the addition 
project, the money would be di-
vided amongst the libraries in the 
county.

Madison County Public 
Library asks for mill levy

By Amy R. Sisk
Community News Service
UM School of Journalism

HELENA – Montana’s 2013 
Legislature is scrambling to cut 
final deals on spending and tax 
cuts that could allow it to adjourn 
by the week’s end.

The House and Senate have 
agreed on a state budget that pro-
vides $9 billion for state agencies 
and programs over the next two 
years. 

That package is headed to 
Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock’s 
desk, though he told reporters 
Friday that House Bill 2 still 
needs work. He said correctional 
facilities need more money, as do 
public safety and child protective 

services.
“We have an overall pack-

age of things that ought to be 
changed,” he said.

Besides spending, the final 
week’s negotiations are expected 
to focus on how much tax relief 
to offer Montanans and how 
much money state government 
should save to deal with unfore-
seen problems that develop over 
the next two years.

The governor is expected to 
play a major role in this week’s 
decisions. Other items awaiting 
his signature are bills to help 
solve a projected deficit in state 
pension funds and legislation 
to finance construction of new 
buildings and repairs on state 
college campuses. 

Meanwhile, here’s a look 
back at what lawmakers did dur-
ing week 15 at the Capitol:

K-12 funding
The session’s major school 

funding bill is ready for the gov-
ernor’s signature.

Senate Bill 175’s price 
tag changed numerous times 
throughout the session, but both 
chambers agreed last week to 
send more than $50 million in 
new revenue to schools. They 
also restored a number of pro-
visions Republicans had previ-
ously slashed from the measure.

“I am pleased the entire 
education community never wa-
vered,” said Eric Feaver, presi-
dent of the MEA-MFT teachers’ 
union. “I am happy with the end 

result. It doesn’t matter what 
happened in the middle.”

The bill’s sponsor, Sen. Llew 
Jones, R-Conrad, worked with 
Feaver and others in the educa-
tion community for the past two 
years to craft a sweeping plan to 
reform education funding.

Although the bill originally 
proposed to send well over $100 
million to schools, the final ver-
sion does the following with a 
smaller price tag. Among other 
things, the bill would:

• Freeze local school 
property taxes for the next two 
years.

• Increase the basis state 
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Legislative round up, week 15
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drop the FCS curriculum, BPA 
could be added since there is al-
ready a business teacher on staff 
who is qualified to serve as ad-
visor to the extracurricular pro-
gram.

Board chairman David Ash-
craft stressed he didn’t want to 
limit the school to having to con-
tinue with an FCS curriculum 
and that it may be time to explore 
other options.

“We don’t have to stay in the 
confines of what we have been 
doing,” said Ashcraft. “It may be 
time for a change. We have the 
opportunity to change directions 
when we re-staff. It’s imperative 
we decide how we want our cur-
riculum to line up in our schools 
and we are at an important cross-
road.”

Board member Shawn 
Dustin echoed Ashcraft’s stand 
on exploring what options are 
out there.

“I love the possibility of di-
versity,” said Dustin.

Teachers in attendance and 
a few board members reminded 
the school board that FCS classes 
serve a niche of students who 
may not be interested in other 
things and those classes teach 
kids simple life skills like cook-
ing and sewing on a button. 

“I think if it (FCS classes) 
is a valuable program, we can’t 
cut it since it takes so long to 
get it back in the future,” said 
the board vice chairperson Joan 
Phillips. “But I agree we need to 
see what’s out there.”

Johnson said the board 
didn’t have to decide on cutting 

programs or switching to dif-
ferent options and advised the 
board to advertise for a potential 
full-time counselor with the op-
portunity to teach other courses 
based on what the applicants 
were certified to teach. That way 
the board would be able to en-
courage public feedback on cur-
riculum changes while exploring 
different options based on what 
candidates for the counselor po-
sition bring to the table.

The board voted unanimous-
ly to advertise the counselor po-
sition as a potential full-time po-
sition with at least .625 FTE of 
the position being dedicated to a 
guidance counselor.

The next regularly sched-
uled school board meeting is 
Tuesday, May 21.
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sary when Garnet USA applied 
to DEQ for an amendment to one 
of their operating permits. The 
proposed amendment would au-
thorize the operation of an open 
pit garnet mine at the Red Wash 
Hard Rock Site located adjacent 
to current mining operations. A 
draft permit amendment was is-
sued on February 27. Issuance of 
a final permit amendment is sub-
ject to an environmental review. 
Trenching and drilling activi-
ties on the Red Wash Hard Rock 
Project site have been done since 
early 2012 under an exploration 
license.

There is no water on or at 
the Red Wash Hard Rock site, so 
the most significant environmen-
tal issue there is to manage storm 
water, according to Jackson. He 
said they have made extensive 
plans for storm water retention 
and erosion controls including 
berms, catch basins, retention 
sumps, and other features to 
keep water from any major storm 
events from leaving Garnet USA 
property. 

“One reason for the EIS is 
that we will be reclaiming the 
open pit to a stable rock wall 
slope with enhanced planting 
plans, soil replacement on flat ar-
eas and habitat enhancement on 
the flat safety bench shelves and 
corners of the pit,” Jackson said. 
“The reclaimed areas around 
the pit itself as well as the waste 
stockpile will be reclaimed to 
somewhat match existing terrain 
with the native soils removed 
during mining operations.”

In its amendment applica-
tion, Garnet USA proposes to 
conduct open pit mining activi-
ties at the site with mine excava-
tion within a central 80-acre par-
cel. Ore would be stored within 
an 80-acre parcel to the north, 

and soil would be stockpiled 
within an 80-acre parcel to the 
south. Waste rock from the pit ex-
cavation would be placed within 
a 100-acre parcel west and adja-
cent to the three 80-acre parcels, 
said Will Caldwell, Garnet USA 
General Foreman on Tuesday 
night. He added that there will be 
two shifts at the processing plant 
at most and the trucks will work 
an eight-hour day.

Garnet USA currently has 
an existing operating permit for 
an existing processing facility 
and for mining of nearby dredge 
tails and an additional placer 
mine site.

Ed Osborn, whose home sits 
across Ruby Road from Garnet 
USA’s current facility, voiced his 
concerns at the scoping meeting. 
He said that he and his wife Judi 
are concerned about what mining 
activities are doing to property 
values of homes nearby. Osborn 
added that he is also worried 
about dust and noise pollution as 
well as water rights.

“Our wells have been af-
fected. What do I do in a drought 
situation if my well goes dry,” 
Osborn asked.

Ore from the new mine site 
would be hauled on the same 
road used under the existing op-
erating permit. The garnet con-
centration in the ore at the new 
site is expected to be more than 
twice the concentration of ore 
from the placer site. This should 
allow for double the production 
each year while hauling and pro-
cessing a similar volume of ore 
previously processed at the plant. 

“The hard rock deposit is 
higher quality and are more sub-
stantial to help enable long-term 
steady operations for decades,” 
Jackson said. “The tradeoff of 
course is that the processing is 
substantially more intensive and 
requires an excellent plant crew 

to perform.”
The pit size allows for min-

ing for about the next 37 years, 
which Caldwell and Jackson 
said bodes well for Garnet USA 
and the community since that 
lengthy of an operation means 
some stability for the previously 
up-and-down mine and employ-
ment opportunities too. Garnet 
USA hopes to add 50-60 long-
term jobs as the plant grows. 
These expected jobs are not lim-
ited to traditional mining. Many 
will be related to administrative, 
processing, and other activities.

Other changes include 
the amount of land used at the 
plant site by about 4.4 acres and 
changes in use for several other 
areas including access roads, 
processing silt and material stor-
age ponds, bone yard areas, and 
areas reclaimed for future use. 
The added road will cut truck 
traffic on Ruby Road and have 
less of an impact on homeown-
ers, according to Caldwell. 

“This will be the most ad-
vanced garnet facility in the 
nation,” Jackson said. “All out-
dated, unsafe, inefficient, and 
inappropriate equipment is be-
ing replaced. These changes 
are being implemented into the 
framework of the existing plant 
facilities, permits, and previous 
activities.”

Comments on the Garnet 
USA Project should be submit-
ted electronically to DEQ at 
garnetusacomments@mt.gov. 
Garnet USA’s operating permit 
application can be viewed at 
http://deq.mt.gov/hardrock/de-
fault.mmmcpx. If you have ques-
tions about the proposed Garnet 
USA Project, you may contact 
Herrick at (406) 444-3276 or 
jherrick@mt.gov. Please provide 
sufficient detail so that DEQ can 
accurately address your com-
ment.
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entitlement districts receive over 
the next two years.

• Allow schools in oil- 
and gas-producing areas to keep 
up to 130 percent of their maxi-
mum budgets in production-tax 
revenue.

• Send additional money 
to schools that see significant en-
rollment increases.

Health care
The Legislature killed Med-

icaid expansion last week, and an 
effort to accept federal money 
to allow Montanans to purchase 
private insurance on the federal 
insurance exchange appears un-
likely to pass.

A House committee voted 
down a plan to extend Medicaid 
coverage to 70,000 uninsured 
Montanans under the federal Af-
fordable Care Act. 

However, the Senate amend-
ed and passed the so-called 
“GOP alternative” bill. A group 
of legislators from both parties 
worked on changes to House Bill 
623. The new version would offer 
federal Medicaid money to low-
income Montanans, who could 
then purchase coverage on an 
online insurance marketplace.

The bill passed the Senate 
but when it reached the House, 
GOP leaders referred it to a com-
mittee that will likely block its 
passage for the remainder of the 
session. Democrats objected, so 
the House voted on whether to 
refer the bill. One Democrat ac-
cidentally voted with a majority 

of Republicans, resulting in a 
50-50 tie. That wasn’t enough to 
block the motion, so the bill was 
referred to the House Human 
Services Committee.

After the floor session, Gov. 
Steve Bullock said he was dis-
appointed that procedural tricks 
and threats of dark money led to 
the bills’ demise.

“The real winners are the 
residents of New Jersey and 
Arizona who will now get to use 
Montana taxpayer dollars to im-
prove the care of people in their 
states, while we get nothing,” he 
said.

Bullock said he would con-
tinue fighting to expand health 
coverage and stressed that op-
tions to revive the bills remain 
on the table, despite last week’s 
votes. 

State employee pay
Lawmakers overwhelming-

ly passed a plan to increase state 
employees’ salaries for the first 
time in more than four years.

After a 68-32 vote in the 
House last week, House Bill 13 
is headed to Gov. Steve Bullock’s 
desk. The bill provides $114 mil-
lion to increase pay for state gov-
ernment workers. It would be up 
to the executive branch to figure 
out how to disburse that money 
to employees.

That’s less money overall 
than the governor had proposed 
at the session’s start.  However, 

Rep. Steve Gibson, R-East 
Helena, said on average, each 
worker will see a $1,393 raise in 
2014 and a $1,442 raise in 2015.

Taxes

Lawmakers continue to ne-
gotiate proposals to lower and 
simplify state taxes.

While House-Senate confer-
ence committees iron out the de-
tails on bills to change Montana’s 
business equipment and income 
taxes, Republicans in the House 
gave an initial endorsement to a 
bill that offers one-time income 
tax relief.

Senate Bill 394, sponsored 
by Sen. Art Wittich, R-Bozeman, 
sends $47 million back to tax-
payers – most of which will go to 
the wealthy.

At his weekly press confer-
ence, Democratic Gov. Steve 
Bullock said he will consider 
proposals to cut taxes, but will 
have to weigh them against other 
spending items.

“I said coming in that I 
would like to provide some tax 
cuts for Montana’s businesses, 
and I am still interested in doing 
so,” he said.

Gay rights
People crowded into the 

Capitol Rotunda last week to 
watch Gov. Steve Bullock sign a 
bill striking a law from the books 
that bans sex between two people 
of the same gender.

“I am not going to speak too 
long because frankly, the longer 
I talk, the longer this unconsti-
tutional and embarrassing law 
continues to stay on our books,” 
Bullock told an audience, who 
erupted in cheers.

Although the Montana Su-
preme Court deemed the law 
unconstitutional in 1997, it re-
mained in the state code.
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more news

By Alyse Backus
The Madisonian 

news@madisoniannews.com

The Twin Bridges School 
board decided to refinance its 
2002 bonds at a special board 
meeting last Friday.

Bridget Ekstrom from the 

Bozeman branch of D.A. Da-
vidson presented the board with 
facts and figures demonstrating 
what the schools could save by 
refinancing their bonds from 
2002 when the high school was 
rebuilt.

Ekstrom said refinancing 
would save the schools approx-

imately $283,000, which she 
calculated to be roughly about 
8.4 mills. She said the interest 
would drop from four percent 
to 1.66 percent based on current 
market rates.

The bonds would be recal-
culated based on the new inter-
est rates and then sold to banks 

and private parties in incre-
ments. Ekstrom told the board 
there was no problem selling 
portions of the bonds to banks 
and others in 2002, and interest 
rates may be better if things are 
kept local.

The sale of bonds would be 
offered to prior investors and 

advertised to the community as 
well.

During the process of cal-
culating new interest rates and 
selling the bonds, Ekstrom said 
if a certain level of savings 
were not met, everything would 
go back to the board. 

The board voted unani-

mously to have Superintendent 
Chad Johnson, board members 
Shawn Dustin and Dave Ash-
craft and District Clerk JoyAnn 
Breakall work with D.A. Da-
vidson to refinance the bonds.

Twin Bridges Schools decide to refinance bonds

By Alyse Backus
The Madisonian

news@madisoniannews.com

Two recreation areas along 
the Madison River have been re-
opened to the public after being 
temporarily closed for construc-
tion.

Fall Creek and Powerhouse 
boat launch recreation areas re-
opened on Thursday.

The Powerhouse boat launch 
is along the Madison River, 
which leads into the Bear Trap 
Canyon Wilderness. While the 

launch is not within the Bear 
Trap’s boundaries, it gives float-
ers access to nine miles of river 
within the wilderness area.

Fall Creek is north of Ennis 
off of Ennis Lake Road.

Construction on the areas 
included a pullout area, a rock 
walkway on both sides of the 
ramp and an elevated four-foot 
wide bank to protect the ramp 
from high-water damage.

No other major BLM con-
struction projects are planned 
for this summer, says Chris Mc-
Grath, the outdoor recreation 

planner in Ennis.
McGrath said some areas 

will receive some minor mainte-
nance, but nothing like the con-
struction that closed Fall Creek 
and Powerhouse.

In other recreation news 
around the area, the BLM Dil-
lon office is looking for public 
comment on a proposal to collect 
a higher recreation fee for rec-
reational use of the Henneberry 
House located along the Beaver-
head River 15 miles south of Dil-
lon.

The BLM proposes to 

charge $75 a night for the historic 
cabin. By charging this fee, the 
BLM would be able to guarantee 
the funds for maintenance on the 
cabin in the future.

In addition to the fee for the 
Henneberry House, the BLM 
is considering raising the fee 
for the developed campgrounds 
along the Madison River. The fee 
would go from $8 to $12. At dis-
persed campsites, the fee would 
increase from $5 to $8.

The Dillon field office has 
not adjusted recreation fees in 
10 years. The BLM says the fees 

need to be adjusted periodically 
to avoid unfair competition with 
private sectors.

The increased fee proposals 
are currently being reviewed by 
the Western Montana Resource 
Advisory Council and are slated 
for discussion at the next regu-
larly scheduled council meeting.

The BLM wants to receive 
public comment by June 1.

The BLM collects fees at all 
specialized recreation sites such 
as the Henneberry Homestead 
or wherever the BLM provides 
facilities, equipment or services 

at federal expense in connection 
with outdoor use.  The BLM pro-
poses to collect fees in order to 
offset ongoing costs for mainte-
nance and services.   

Comments may be mailed 
or hand-delivered to the BLM 
Dillon Field Office, Attn: Field 
Manager, 1005 Selway Drive, 
Dillon, MT 59725, or emailed to 
BLM_MT_Dillon_FO@blm.gov 
with the subject line “Henneber-
ry House.” For more information 
about proposed fee increases, 
call 683-8000.

BLM completes Madison River construction projects

Photo by Alyse Backus 
Harrison Lake Road received a makeover this last week. Two and a half miles of road were resurfaced. The road resurfacing project is a part of county-
wide effort to improve various roadways in Madison and Ruby Valley. The road crews of Madison Valley have also teamed up with Jefferson County 
on some projects since some roads overlap county lines. 

By Alyse Backus
The Madisonian

news@madisoniannews.com

A grass fire near Silver Star on Sat-
urday got some help from high winds and 
got close to houses before area fire de-
partments contained the blaze.

By the time it was contained, the 
fire had burned approximately 100 acres 
south of Silver Star.

Even though officials originally said 
the fire was the result of a controlled burn 
that got out of control, the cause is still 
being investigated according to Madison 
County Undersheriff Roger Thompson. It 
appears now the fire was not a result of a 
controlled burn or a cigarette thrown into 
the grass.

The fire was called in at about 12:30 
p.m. on Saturday and started near Kelt-
ner Lane in the subdivision called Jef-
ferson Acres. The fire spread north and 
scorched some of the grassland and wil-
lows in the northern portion of the sub-
division before jumping to the east side 
of the Jefferson River. Some houses were 
threatened, but no private property was 
damaged and no one was injured. The 
f lames did get within 20 feet of one 
structure.

Fire units from Twin Bridges, Sheri-
dan, Whitehall and the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice responded to the fire. Two units re-
mained overnight to catch any f lare-ups.

Last Thursday area fire departments 
responded to a wild lands fire on Sun 
Ranch Road. Firefighters fought the fire 
for nearly three hours and contained it to 
about eight acres.

The Forest Service also responded to 
fire on Sun Ranch Road.

Madison County Department of 
Emergency Director Chris Mumme said 
the managers of Sun Ranch had con-
trolled fire that they had a permit for that 
the wind got a hold of.

“It could have been a lot worse if the 
wind was worse,” said Mumme. “But the 
Sun Ranch got right on it and we got it 
out.”

Mumme advises the public to re-
member we are approaching the dry sea-
son in Montana.

“Even though there has been a snow 
pack increase, we are actually drier than 
last year,” says Mumme. “While we have 
no restrictions right now, we just need to 
be aware as we head into the hills and 
mountains. It wouldn’t take much to get 
a fire going.”

HARRISON LAKE ROAD CONSTRUCTION
Submitted by David Zimmerman

 
The Montana Old Time Fid-

dlers presents the 7th Annual 
Fiddle-Fest at the Historic Pony 
Gym in Pony on Saturday, May 
4.  This event features an open 
jam session, music workshops, 
a potluck dinner and an evening 
concert. 

The open old time music 
“jam” kicks off the afternoon at 
1 p.m., and is open to all acoustic 
instruments.  The music work-
shops go from 1:30-4:45 p.m. 
with fiddle, guitar, mandolin and 

ukulele classes in the lineup.
 The potluck dinner starts 

at 5 p.m., the concert starts at 
7 p.m. Bring your family and 
friends, a potluck dish, your 
dancing shoes and your jubilant 
smile. Admission is free and the 
public is welcome.  Donations 
are accepted. For more info call 
685-3481.

The Montana Old Time Fid-
dlers District 3 is dedicated to 
preservation of old time fiddle 
music in Montana, and provid-
ing educational and performance 
opportunities for all.

7th Annual Fiddle-
Fest in Pony

Area fires burn 
over 100 acres

Photo by Chris Mumme
Area fires burned over 100 acres this week.  Chris Mumme, Madison County Director of Emergency Services warns the public to 
burn with caution.

by MSU News Service 

Elementary school teachers 
can learn to incorporate archaeol-
ogy into their classrooms through 
a Montana State University Proj-
ect Archeology summer field 
school in Virginia City.

Teachers will participate in 
an archaeology dig while learn-
ing about the Project Archaeology 
curriculum materials, which cover 
topics such as math and language 
literacy, problem solving process-
es and inquiry. The curriculum 
also fulfills many core require-
ments in Indian Education for All 
and the Common Core Standards.

The five-day course takes 
place Aug. 5-9 and includes on-
site housing. 

Educator Field School (EDCI 
588) is led by Project Archaeol-
ogy based at Montana State Uni-
versity and offers two graduate 
credits or a new option of 30 OPI 
renewal units. All teachers receive 

a full set of curriculum materials. 
Teachers from throughout the 
United States are encouraged to 
participate.

The field school and cur-
riculum materials are also ap-
propriate for informal educators, 
such as those based at museums, 
science schools and after-school 
programs.

In the Field School, teach-
ers will use primary documents 
including maps, illustrations, his-
toric photographs and oral histo-
ries to solve historical and archae-
ological mysteries and learn to 
help students apply archaeological 
concepts as they investigate an ar-
chaeological site.

For more information or to 
register, visit http://eu.montana.
edu/credit/ or call (406) 994-6683. 
The course is listed under the “Ed-
ucation, Curriculum and Instruc-
tion” tab. Teachers can view a vid-
eo at http://vimeo.com/34613697.

Archaeology field school for 
teachers set for Aug. 5-9
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Dear Editor,

Two years ago, I was in a 
real jam.  My assistant’s husband 
accepted a job offer near Lewis-
town, which meant she and her 
family would be moving when 
the school year ended.

As happy as I was for her, I 
had no idea who might replace 
her.

Thank goodness, though, 
for my Fairy Godmother, Maria 

Lake.
“I understand that you might 

be looking for a new assistant,” 
she said.  “If so, I have the per-
fect fit for you.  She’s got experi-
ence in the industry, is a person 
of integrity, and is the best there 
is regarding concierge-level cus-
tomer service.”

“Are you applying for the 
job?” I asked.

“No,” she said, laughing. 
“But my daughter, Nicole Fred-

son, might be interested.”
“But you’re her mother,” I 

said.  “Moms are all biased when 
it comes to their kids.”

“Just ask around,” she said, 
smiling and confident.

So I did.  And, just as Maria 
said, the sentiment was unani-
mous.  

Within a week, my problem 
was solved.  Even better, two 
years later, our office has never 
run smoother.

And you know whom I have 
to thank?  Second only to Nicole 
herself, Maria Lake.

What’s more, I have gotten 
to know Maria in a way few oth-
ers could, not only as a friend 
and a client but also through the 
lens of her daughter.  Even at her 
lowest moments, as her late, dear 
husband, Robert “Bob” Lake, 
and her mother, Esther Marzullo, 
declined then ultimately passed 
within forty-eight hours of one 

another, Maria was a devoted 
servant, a woman of compassion 
and faith, who was others-mind-
ed to the finish.

If I could reverse roles with 
her and play the part of Fairy 
Godmother (a pretty disturbing 
thought, I know), I would wave 
a magic wand and install Maria 
Lake as one of the next Ennis 
Schools Trustees for the sake of 
our kids, our teachers and ad-
ministrators, and our commu-

nity, for she is wise, compassion-
ate, fair, faithful, considerate, 
smart, lovely, talented, kind, and 
exceptionally gifted.  Most rare 
of all, she is selfless, motivated 
only to serve the interests of oth-
ers.

Maria Lake for Trustee!

Jon Goodman
Ennis

Reader supports Maria Lake for Ennis School Board

Dear Editor,

Personally, there is no way 
I would want to be on the Ennis 
School Board of Trustees.   The 
role and responsibility to work 
for the greater good and to im-
prove the quality of education 
in our community has not been 
easy.  Trustees have the difficult 
task to be forward thinking, de-
sign a blueprint for the future, 
avoid stagnating in past issues 
by applying lessons learned, and 
foster an environment of profes-
sional trust. I’m too impulsive to 
steady that courageous course. 

Fortunately, this community 
has an individual with the quali-
ties that an Ennis School Board 

Trustee requires. Her name is 
Maria Lake. She is grace under 
fire, compassionate and pos-
sesses honest open communica-
tion skills. She can take the heat 
of public scrutiny that is inherent 
as a school board member. She 
leads as a fact gatherer, sees the 
big picture, and utilizes excellent 
collaboration skills. She values 
the feedback of others, positive 
or negative, incorporating and 
carefully weighing that feedback 
in her decision-making.  If it is 
important enough to say, it is 
just as important to her to listen, 
absorb and disseminate.  That is 
the art of communication and the 
backbone of leadership.

Maria is not a complainer, 

no doom and gloom here. Diffi-
cult issues are opportunities for 
change, adjustment, growth – not 
road blocks. Maria is motivated 
by her love of this community, 
her desire to serve, and her belief 
in the potential of every child. 
The quality of the teachers, 
staff and employees of the Ennis 
schools inspire her. She works 
here, she lives here, her grand-
children attend school here, and 
she will faithfully serve here. 
Maria Lake, the right choice for 
Ennis School Board of Trustees.  

Jode Boyles Briggs
Ennis

Maria Lake gains support
Dear Editor, 

We have to admire all candi-
dates who have thrown their hats 
into the ring for the position of 
Ennis School Board Trustee. We 
are fortunate to have Mr. Over-
street as an excellent superinten-
dent who is working hard for our 
school, including a resolution to 
the TRS issue. 

Now we need to appoint 
trustees to help him continue 
forward. There are still millions 
of dollars to be distributed out 

of Adult Ed funds, and I believe 
Mike Richmann will be an asset 
in doing that. Mike’s background 
in management and finance as 
well as his experience dealing 
with federal, state and local regu-
lations and legal issues give him 
a unique skill set to help resolve 
the school’s financial problems. 
Mike has attended many school 
board meetings over the last sev-
eral years and has demonstrated 
a firm grasp of our school’s funds 
and how they can be legally re-
formed. 

I look forward to May 7 
when I can cast my vote for Mike 
Richmann. I believe Mike’s in-
formed and inquiring participa-
tion on the school board will help 
restore faith in our school district 
and will be just what we need to 
further our progress. A vote for 
Mike Richmann on Tuesday, 
May 7, will make a positive dif-
ference.

Cedar West
Ennis

Reader supports Richmann

Dear Editor,

With the school board elec-
tion looming, I offer you a few 
facts:  

#1: Beginning in 2001 with 
the decision to make Mr. Walsh 
a part-time superintendent and 
ending with the Attorney Gener-
al’s decision regarding the build-
ing of the new school in 2011, 
many decisions, some question-
able, were made by the board 
of trustees of the Ennis School 
District. 

#2: The trustees who served 
on the school board during this 
ten-year period cover a broad 
spectrum of our fine commu-
nity. Dave Schenk, Roy Peder-

son, Marc Glines, John Hauck, 
Janet Dochnahl, Jim McNally, 
Jerry Welch, Dave Clark, Eileen 
White, Tony Tezak, Gary Croy, 
Mike McKitrick and Brett Ow-
ens all served on the board and 
had a hand in the decisions made 
during this time period.

#3: With the audit com-
plete, its findings reported and 
the TRS issue hopefully near its 
end, the issues still surrounding 
our school can be solved. As Mr. 
Overstreet pointed out, we didn’t 
get to this position in a year, it 
won’t all be fixed in a year.

Now, an opinion based on 
these facts. The time has come to 
move positively into the future. 
We have got to stop making these 

issues personal, pointing fingers 
and blaming individuals for the 
decisions that were made by 
so many. Stop beating the dead 
horse. We must work together to 
solve the remaining issues, with 
the students’ and the district’s 
best interest in mind. 

With this in mind, I ask that 
you look closely at this year’s 
candidates and decide for your-
self, the two people best suited to 
help our school and our town to 
actually move forward in a posi-
tive manner.

Respectfully,

Chad Coffman
Ennis

Time to move forward in a 
positive manner

Dear Editor,
 

Over the last weeks, we have 
read many letters to the Editor in 
support of Maria Lake’s candi-
dacy for School Board Trustee.  
These letters describe Maria as 
intelligent, capable, honest, a 
good listener, fair, trust worthy, 
impartial, and someone who does 
her homework to understand a 
matter.  We fully agree with all 
of these, yet believe the quali-
fication most important for the 

position of School Board Trustee 
has yet to be expressed.  Maria 
Lake has a love and passion for 
the children of this community.

We have three children who 
attend the Ennis schools.  All 
three know and love Maria be-
cause she has earned that love 
and respect not only by being 
their elder, but because she lis-
tens and has lovingly guided 
them.   

There is no doubt that Maria 
Lake will always do that which 

is in the best interest of our chil-
dren.  She will do so because she 
sincerely cares for them and our 
community.

We ask others to join us on 
Tuesday, May 7, in electing Ma-
ria Lake as School Board Trust-
ee.  We know that she will do an 
exemplary job for this commu-
nity, and most importantly, it’s 
children.

Steve and Marthe Elliott
Ennis

Lake cares for children of community

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to 
Janice Cleverley’s letter to the 
editor in last week’s Madisonian.   

She stated Craig George 
and I, “Originally just wanted 
to write a check for $188,000 to 
TRS without even waiting for 
the final ruling.”  That is false.  
I never stated that.  It is clear 
we owe TRS money, but I do 
not believe the District should 
pay the $96,000 that is Walsh’s 
share of the $188,000 (which, by 
the way, has gone up with inter-
est).  I believe that we could have 
paid our share with what we have 
paid so far to the District’s at-
torney, Elizabeth Kaleva. In fact 

there was a settlement offer last 
August for less that Ms. Kaleva 
never disclosed to the Board.

Mrs. Cleverley also states 
that Craig George and I voted 
against Mr. Overstreet’s recom-
mendations numerous times this 
year.  Let’s review those votes:

The Board voted to buy the 
parking lot property across from 
the Elementary school.  I voted 
against that purchase because 
at the time we did not have the 
Denning and Downing audit re-
sults, and I thought it premature 
to make a large purchase before 
having those results. We also 
made the purchase at full asking 
price, which I would not agree to 
either.  Paying full asking price 

without negotiating is silly, as 
Mrs. Cleverley seemingly agrees 
with given her comments about 
TRS.  

I voted against deposing 
Sandra Lane because I did not 
believe it was in the best interest 
of the District. In light of San-
dra’s affidavit to TRS, such as 
Doug Walsh falsifying payroll 
records, I thought seeking fur-
ther details would be a detriment 
to our case. We should not have 
paid Elizabeth Kaleva to help 
TRS build their case.  

Because the Board is the 
elected governing body and ulti-
mately the client, I firmly believe 
we should have sent at least one 
Board member to the TRS me-

diation.
I fully supported renewing 

John Overstreet’s contract, how-
ever, Mrs. Cleverley implies that 
the Board should always vote ac-
cording to the Superintendent’s 
recommendations. That line of 
thinking is exactly what has 
caused the problems this District 
has been struggling with.  

I believe that neither Mike 
Richmann nor John Scully will 
be a rubber stamp.  I support 
them both.  Please vote Tuesday, 
May 7.  

Sincerely,

Lisa Frye
Ennis

School board chairperson addresses letter to editor

Dear Editor,

Electing Maria Lake and 
John Scully as Trustees of the 
Ennis School District will bring 
increased transparency and ac-
countability to the district’s poli-
cies, processes and finances.  

Both candidates have raised 
families and thus have first-hand 
experience with the importance 
of quality public education and 
the ongoing challenges related 

thereto. Both candidates have 
achieved excellence in their pro-
fessions by strategic thinking 
and planning followed by effec-
tive leadership.  Both candidates 
have added value to their respec-
tive communities by volunteer-
ing and guiding a multitude of 
successful community efforts.  
Both candidates have the wisdom 
to listen and a history of becom-
ing and keeping informed, in-
suring that they make informed 

decisions.  Neither of them will 
blow an uncertain trumpet. Both 
candidates have the emotional 
intelligence to honorably repre-
sent our school district.  

Your vote for Maria Lake 
and John Scully will be a wise 
investment in the futures of our 
young people, tomorrow’s lead-
ers!

Mary G. Oliver 
Ennis

Elect John Scully and Maria Lake

Dear Editor,

In a 3-2 decision, the En-
nis School Board voted not to 
be represented by any Trustee at 
the upcoming mediation with the 
Teachers Retirement System. In-
stead, the Ennis School District 
will be represented by Superin-
tendent John Overstreet and the 
school’s attorney, Elizabeth Kal-
eva. At stake is an $188,000 claim 
TRS has against the District, tick-
ing away at 7.7 percent interest.

I have no problem with Mr. 
Overstreet or Mrs. Kalava attend-
ing the mediation and offering 
their personal findings and opin-
ions regarding whatever final of-
fer TRS throws on the table. What 

I object to and strenuously so, is 
the absence of at least two elected 
Trustees being present along with 
Mr. Overstreet and Ms. Kaleva.

The final decision to accept 
or reject the TRS offer will be 
made by the Trustees. If no Ennis 
Trustee attends the mediation due 
to the narrow 3-2 vote, it means 
the final decision will be based 
on secondhand information. In 
the legal profession, secondhand 
information is defined as hearsay.

But it defies logic to specifi-
cally exclude duly elected Trust-
ees

From hearing first hand 
the various offers from TRS, it 
makes no sense. However, cutting 
the Board some slack, it needs to 

be noted that Mrs. Kaleva recom-
mended that Trustees not attend 
the meeting. Such poor advice 
goes hand in hand with other 
questionable suggestions she has 
provided in the past.

I am flabbergasted an at-
torney, Ms. Kaleva, would urge 
a client, the Ennis School Dis-
trict, to base a decision involving 
$188,000 plus 7.7 percent interest 
on hearsay. As an attorney, she 
should know better. If she doesn’t 
know better, she should.

The upcoming School Board 
Election offers three fine candi-
dates for Trustee. I will cast my 
vote for Mike Richmann, an un-
wavering voice advocating even 
further change in the direction 

in which the Ennis School Dis-
trict is headed. The District needs 
change. Mr. Richmann can help 
with that change.

It is my hope that with two 
newly elected Trustees another 
important step in the right direc-
tion for the District will be taken. 
I also hope, the first order of busi-
ness after the election will be the 
hiring a new school district attor-
ney. The time has arrived for Ms. 
Kaleva and the Ennis School Dis-
trict to part ways. Actually, the 
time is long overdue.

Jerry Welch
Ennis

Time to part ways with school district attorney

Dear Editor,   
 

This letter is to urge Madi-
son County residents to vote 
“For” the one-time mill levy to 
help build a desperately needed 
addition to our Madison County 
Library.  

As a regular patron of the 
library, I assure you that the cur-

rent building (which is nearly 
100 years old) is sadly showing 
its age and is dreadfully inad-
equate to meet our needs.  The 
proposed new addition will not 
only be a beautiful complement 
to our existing facility, but will 
provide such basic needs as ADA 
compliant restrooms, hot water, 
an adequate electrical system, 

and urgently needed space for 
our children’s learning area and 
public meetings.  

Perhaps most importantly, 
however, the new addition will 
provide climate-controlled space 
for our archives and county re-
cords.  These are some of the 
oldest documents related to Mon-
tana’s history and deserve to be 

protected.  Without the new ad-
dition our historic building and 
documents will continue to de-
teriorate.  Please vote “For” the 
one-time mill levy to help save 
Montana history…for us and for 
future generations.

Gary Forney
Ennis

Madison County Library needs one-time mill levy
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Dear Editor,

A year has nearly passed 
since the community of the En-
nis School District elected me to 
serve as a Trustee to represent 
their interests.  In the few short 
weeks remaining, you will be 
asked again to select the two best 
representatives to serve your 
interests.  I truly have no idea 
who will win the majority votes.  
Three dedicated people of vary-
ing backgrounds have placed 
themselves before you.  I say 
“dedicated” because that is what 
they will need to be to effective-
ly face the challenges remaining 
from the past and to succeed in 
setting and meeting the District’s 

needs for the future.
When you select the candi-

date of your choice for the up-
coming election, there should 
be no doubt in your mind as to 
who deserves to represent you 
and your interests.  It should be 
clearly a black and white deci-
sion. Have you ever noticed the 
editorials of The Madisonian 
are printed in black and white?  
(Only do the editorial comments 
themselves add the needed col-
or).  Have you ever noticed your 
ballots are printed in black and 
white?  Did you know that the 
Montana School Laws book is 
also printed in black and white?  
Trust me, if you don’t have a 
copy of the laws you might look 

them up on your computer.  They 
too will be displayed in black 
and white.  Shades of gray are 
not acceptable.  Most printing is 
done in black and white because 
it is more cost effective.  So are 
decisions. 

I could have written about 
right is right and wrong is 
wrong, but black and white as 
it is printed here is exactly the 
same.  Without adding any color, 
my ballot will reflect an (X) next 
to the names of Mike Richmann 
and John Scully as Ennis School 
Board Trustees in this year’s 
election.

Craig B. George
Ennis

As simple as black and white
Dear Editor,

Upon hearing that Maria 
Lake was running for Ennis 
Schools Trustee my initial reac-
tion was “GREAT!” Monday I 
received Maria’s flier wherein 
she listed a number of traits she 

would bring to the job. As I read 
the list I checked them each off 
with, “True, true, true…” to the 
very end. I have worked closely 
with Maria and know that she is 
not one to make snap judgments 
or have knee-jerk reactions. She 
does not hold grudges; she is the 

antithesis of pettiness. If Maria 
Lake becomes a trustee she will 
put the students and community 
first and bring honor to Ennis 
Schools.

Claudia Sneigoski
McAllister

Vote Lake for Ennis School Board

Dear Editor,

I am writing in support 
of Mike Richmann for School 
Trustee. Mike will stand for hon-
esty and transparency. I believe 
he will work hard to help resolve 
or School District’s financial 
issues in the appropriate way. 
I know he will work to see the 

Adult Ed. And Transportation 
funds reduced to normal levels 
and excess funds used to reduce 
taxes.

The issues with TRS have 
gone on for almost three years 
now during which time tens 
upon tens of thousands of dollars 
have been paid to the District’s 
attorney. He is committed to re-

solving this debt promptly and 
fairly. He is a person with integ-
rity, common sense and a strong 
respect for others. I hope you 
will vote for Mike Richmann on 
Tuesday, May 7.

Jim Huckins
Ennis

Richmann best for school

Dear Editor,

I find it mind boggling that 
Ms. Bradley can ask so many 
questions with such a vast sub-
ject matter in one article.  Just 
enough half-truths and misin-
formation to cause damage, but 
never enough information to sub-
stantiate anything.  

The legislators receiving in-
surance is part of their pay and 
they only receive it while they 
are legislators, while people re-
ceiving Medicaid do not receive 
it as part of their pay, so to put 
it in the same category is ludi-
crous.  Medicaid is usually re-
ceived along with other welfare 

programs that people receive 
congruently.  To be clear – the 
reason they didn’t expand the 
Medicaid was they wanted pro-
gram reform first instead of just 
throwing more money at some-
thing that isn’t working.

The private school issue – 
How is the Legislature giving 
your tax dollar to anyone else – 
they want to give a tax credit (a 
small one).  Pat Bradley doesn’t 
mind that those parents have to 
pay for both public and private 
school.  Insinuating that people 
who don’t send their children 
to public school are wealthy is 
incorrect.  A lot of Montanans 
home school and are not wealthy 

at all, but are very committed to 
the education of their children.  
They have to buy curriculums, 
all the while paying for every-
one’s children in public school.  
Something to remember is we all 
continue to pay into public edu-
cation before and long after our 
children are grown, so it is only 
logical (and the right thing to do) 
that parents should receive com-
pensation for alternative educa-
tional choices.

(Continued next week)

Christy Wagner
Harrison

Reader addresses Medicaid, private school

Dear Editor,

I read Lisa Frye’s letter in 
The Madisonian last week. I felt 
compelled to respond and clarify 
the facts.

On March 5, after discussing 
the options, and hearing com-
ments from the public, the board 
agreed and voted unanimously to 
go to mediation and not to go to 
trial, as it would be lengthy and 
costly. Ms. Kaleva explained the 
procedure to the board. We were 
advised that mediation is closed 
to the public. The School Board 
and the Board of Trustees for the 
TRS cannot attend the media-
tion, as it would violate the open 
meeting laws. All board mem-
bers agreed to have Superinten-
dent John Overstreet represent 
the Ennis School Board with the 
school attorney. 

On March 11, Elizabeth Kal-

eva explained how the mediation 
would work. Ms. Kaleva told 
us that she and John Overstreet 
would bring back the best deal 
they could get for the school dis-
trict and it was up to the Board 
to make the final approval. A 
motion was made to have John 
Overstreet and Ms. Kaleva me-
diate for the school district. All 
board members voted in favor, 
including Lisa Frye and Craig 
George.

The School District was no-
tified the mediation was set for 
April 23, 2013.

April 10: Board members 
Lisa Frye and Craig George 
wanted to send two Board mem-
bers to the TRS Mediation. The 
entire board discussed this issue 
several times.  The mediation 
would have been postponed if the 
Ennis School Board changed the 
mediation rule that was agreed 

to. A motion was made to send 
two board members to media-
tion. Lisa Frye and Craig George 
voted for it. Jim McNally, Mike 
McKitrick and I voted against it. 
I feel the district has to get this 
issue over the most cost effective 
way. I was not willingly to com-
promise or delay this process for 
an indefinite period of time. I do 
believe in honesty and transpar-
ency. I have nothing but respect 
and trust for our superintendent 
John Overstreet. I know John 
Overstreet will represent the 
school district with integrity.

I will be supporting and 
voting for Maria Lake and John 
Scully on May 7, 2013.

Sincerely,
Bill Clark

Ennis

Board members supports mediation process

Dear Editor:

I find it quite ironic that Ms. 
Frye claims to have a goal to re-
build the community’s trust with 
the board and yet she did not tell 
the whole truth in her letter to 
the editor last week. Ms. Frye 
admonished her fellow board 
members for going along with 
the advice of the school attorney, 
but she forgot to tell you that she 
too voted for that same advice at 
the special school board meeting 
held on March 5, 2013. At that 
meeting the board, along with 
the school attorney, discussed 
going to mediation with TRS. 
The board voted unanimously to 
enter into mediation with TRS 
and have the school attorney 
and Mr. Overstreet represent the 
school district.

At the board meeting held 
April 10, 2013, Ms. Frye had this 
issue put back on the agenda. She 
claims it was because commu-
nity members had requested that 
a board member be present at the 
mediation. However, there were 
six people present at the meet-
ing who spoke in favor of a board 
member being present at the me-
diation. One of those was David 
Kelley and another was an attor-
ney from Sheridan, whom I don’t 
believe is a taxpayer in the Ennis 
School district. At this meeting, 
both Ms. Frye and Mr. George 
“changed” their previous votes 
and voted against the advice of 
the attorney. I don’t really think 
six people constitute the “com-
munity” and even warranted put-
ting it back on the agenda.

Ms. Frye has claimed to 

stand strong on hard decisions, 
but apparently flip-flopping on 
this issue, and then not even be-
ing honest about it in the paper, 
is how she feels she is rebuilding 
our trust.

How sad for Mr. Overstreet 
that Lisa Frye, Craig George and 
Mike Richmann don’t even trust 
Mr. Overstreet to represent us.

With that in mind, I will be 
voting for John Scully and Maria 
Lake. They will honestly repre-
sent us and keep the best interest 
of the kids in mind. I hope you 
will join me in voting for true 
honesty and real integrity and 
not half-truths.

Thank you,

Ken Sciuchetti
Ennis

Reader responds to letter to the editor

Dear Editor,

Thank you for considering 
the three remaining candidates 
for the Ennis School Board. 
Hopefully the next 30 days will 
find the Board engaged and in-
vested in an appropriate settle-
ment with TRS. Even when that 
occurs, there will still be signifi-
cant financial matters and struc-
tural issues to resolve in order to 
provide the quality educational 
experience that we all desire for 

the young members of our com-
munity.

Regaining the support and 
trust of all taxpayers must be a 
goal of the new Board. Success 
will not be easy or quick. My dad 
always counseled me to remem-
ber the old adage, “Thirty years 
to build your reputation, thirty 
seconds to lose it”.

I would appreciate your sup-
port for this election. I will make 
decisions that will be reasoned, 
fact-based, and within the legal 

and fiduciary duties of the Board. 
Students, staff and taxpayers are 
all recipients of the value of a 
quality education if delivered 
properly within our means and 
with integrity.

Please continue to support 
our local public educational sys-
tem by voting on or before May 
7.

John Scully
Ennis

Candidate reminds public to vote

The families of Brendan 
Glenn Reints wish to thank ev-
eryone for their kind deeds, 
words of comfort and expressions 
of love during this difficult time 
of sorrow. Knowing that there are 

so many caring individuals who 
generously share of themselves 
is such a blessing. Your presence, 
cards, calls, meals and donations 
brought comfort and ease to the 
family. Brendan meant the world 

to us and knowing he touched so 
many lives will help us continue 
on this earthly journey without 
him... Until we meet again.

Sincerely Grateful,
April, Corbin and Mira 

Reints Opie and Robin (“An-
gel”) Reints and family Danny 

and Gennene Devers and 
family Harvey and Boots 
Lake and family Rick and 

Julie Carpenter and family

Thank you for your caring and comfort CORRECTION:
In last week’s quarter page ad promoting Mike Richmann for 
Ennis School Trustee, the “paid for by” information should have 
read as follows:
Paid for by Mike Richmann for School Trustee, Treasurer Mike 
Richmann.

CountyWide School Board Q & A
conducted by The Madisonian

As school board elections from around the county near, The Madisonian engaged candidates in a written forum. In order to provide the community with 
information on each candidate and their platforms, The Madisonian sent each candidate six questions. Four of those questions were the same regardless of 
school affiliation. The last two pertain to specific issues unique to the school for which the candidate is hoping to serve as a trustee. Answers were edited for 
word count only. Each answer had to be less than 150 words. The Madisonian did not edit for content.  SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS ARE MAY 7.

Why are you running for a 
position on the Harrison School 
Board?

Involvement is absolutely nec-
essary at any level, especially when 
my own children are involved in the 
school system.  I was approached by 
many concerned parents and com-
munity members asking me to sit on 
the board, after much consideration 
I felt compelled to submit my nomi-
nation.

What do you believe qualifies 
and prepares you for this posi-
tion? 

I attended Harrison from el-
ementary to graduation.  I have a 
Bachelors Degree in Business and 
operate a successful company.  I 
have 3 children all of whom I hope 
to attend school here.

What are the three qualities 
that the school board needs the 
most now and how do you exem-
plify them?

A level head, morality, and 
courage to follow through with the 
first two qualities.

If elected what do you believe 
should be the school board’s first 
order of business?

I am not running a campaign 
of my own agenda.  I simply want 
the board to be a benefit to the com-
munity and students.

How do you feel that the Har-
rison School Board should handle 
the current situation of declin-
ing enrollment and budget con-
straints?

One step at a time.
Explain your thoughts about 

Harrison School safety concerns 
and how they should be ad-
dressed.

School safety can only be 
stretched so far before the com-
munity is alienated.  School should 
be safe without the feeling of being 
locked in a prison. 

Candidate  - Dustin Wagner 

Why are you running for a 
position on the Harrison School 
Board?

I am running because I feel it 
is my duty to help the community.  I 
have been taught the value of com-
munity service since my youth, and 
when I heard there was an opening 
for a thankless, unpaid volunteer po-
sition that nobody else wanted, I saw 
my opportunity to help out.  My two 
kids both attend Harrison School, and 
I saw my opportunity to be their ad-
vocate on the board.  I think my back-
ground in education will be of value 
to the board, as well as my experience 
in dealing with government agencies.  
This generation of children will lead 
us into the future and the only way 
they can do that is with an education 
that not only teaches them things they 
need to know, but also teaches them to 
keep learning.  Because once you stop 
learning, you’re done.

What do you believe qualifies 
and prepares you for this position? 

I have a background in educa-
tion.  Before entering military life, I 
went to college and was going to be 
a teacher.  I like to say I joined the 

Army because teaching was too hard!  
I tend not to take myself too seriously, 
and I’m known to bring a little bit of 
comic relief to meetings.  However, 
this does not mean I don’t take my job 
seriously.  I am very passionate about 
the work that I do, and I recognize the 
importance of the duty that is placed 
upon us.  With two children who at-
tend Harrison School, I have a vested 
interest in the future of the school, and 
I am looking forward to doing my part 
in helping to face the challenges ahead 
of us.

What are the three qualities 
that the school board needs the 
most now and how do you exemplify 
them?

First is the ability to make tough 
decisions.  Harrison School is facing 
serious challenges and the next few 
years aren’t going to get any easier.  
We need to set priorities and let our 
choices reflect what we deem most 
important.  

Second is compassion.  Know-
ing that some of the decisions that the 
board needs to make will affect peo-
ple’s lives, it is important to go into 
that with a great deal of care and em-

pathy for the people who will feel the 
brunt of the cuts that we need to make.

Third is an open mind.  The 
board has already received input from 
staff, students, and the community as 
to how we can cut spending while still 
providing a quality education.  The 
board needs to consider input from 
all sources, and put all options on the 
table before making a decision that is 
the best for everyone involved.

If elected what do you believe 
should be the school board’s first or-
der of business?

The board’s first order of busi-
ness should be to get our fiscal house 
in order for the coming school year, 
and start looking at what cuts we can 
make for the next few years.  Our top 
priority is, and will be for a while, 
trimming our spending to match our 
ever-shrinking pocketbook.  With 
that, we need to set priorities so that 
we are still providing the level of edu-
cation that our school is known for, 
and not shooting ourselves in the foot 
down the road.

How do you feel that the Har-
rison School Board should handle 
the current situation of declining 

enrollment and budget constraints?
This is one area where we are 

going to have to be very proactive, 
almost aggressive in preparing for the 
next few years.  We need to be making 
decisions not just for this year and the 
next, but planning for years in advance 
to ensure that the school stays solvent 
and ready to provide the best educa-
tion possible to our children.  We need 
to consider all the options, all the pos-
sible outcomes, and make a plan that 
fits both our priorities and our budget.

Explain your thoughts about 
Harrison School safety concerns 
and how they should be addressed.

School safety is a priority, but at 
the current time our belts are already 
going to be tight enough. Unless we 
are handed a pile of money specifi-
cally earmarked for those types of up-
grades, we are going to have to put that 
on the back burner for a while.  Any 
improvements we want to make to im-
prove the safety of our school will, for 
the moment, have to come at zero cost.

Harrison
Candidate  - Parker Taylor

cont. on pg a6
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ENNIS While there will be four names on the ballot; only the following 
three candidates are actively running for the available seats.

Why are you running for 
a position on the Ennis School 
Board?

My parents were teachers, very 
active in all public school issues.  All 
four of their children were certified 
to teach.  Throughout my career I 
have been involved in public educa-
tion issues. (Bozeman School Board, 
Montana Board of Regents, Chair of 
the Public Education Business Co-
alition, Denver Colorado, Governing 
Board of three Colorado Universi-
ties, etc.)  I will always be concerned 
about and be supportive of quality 
public education.  

What do you believe qualifies 
and prepares you for this position?

(1.)Resolve issues with TRS.  
(2.) Training regarding appropriate 
budget process and funding mecha-

nisms.  (3.) Resolve any collateral 
issues re: budget structure that have 
occurred.

Now that the audit has been 
done, what major issues are ahead 
for the Ennis School Board?

It will take time.  Focus on pro-
cess not people.  Recognize the fidu-
ciary duties that a Montana School 
Board owes to the taxpayer.  Provide 
open, direct dialogue internally and 
externally within human resource 
management guidelines.  Provide 
adequate information to the public 
when required or requested.  Act 
with integrity and reasoned deci-
sions.  

What can the school board do 
to fix the divisions within the com-
munity?

I am committed to the conduct 

required by my answer to #3.
What are the three qualities 

that the school board needs the 
most now and how do you exem-
plify them?

I have acquired knowledge of 
the operation of public schools in 
two states at all levels, including 
charter schools, and have helped 
resolve many difficult issues.  I will 
be an informed active participant on 
the School Board and will apply my 
business and law background when 
required.  

If elected what do you believe 
should be the school board’s first 
order of business?

Resolve the issues with TRS 
while concluding budget and staff-
ing matters in preparation for next 
school year.  

Candidate  - john scully 

Candidate  - MARIA LAKE 
Why are you running for 

a position on the Ennis School 
Board?

To serve others, primarily the 
district’s children.  Being on the 
Board is a trusted position and in-
cludes working in concert with the 
Superintendent, administration and 
all staff to create new and maintain 
existing opportunities for the suc-
cess of the students.   When I placed 
my name on the ballot no one else 
had stepped forward and it was not 
clear that the two potential vacan-
cies would be filled.

What do you believe qualifies 
and prepares you for this posi-
tion?

My background in business, 
finance, construction and teamwork 
will add balance on the board.  That 
being said, I fully recognize the 
huge learning curve that I’m facing.  
My recent participation on the Bud-
get Committee has provided a win-
dow into the process that lies ahead.

Now that the audit has been 
done, what major issues are ahead 
for the Ennis School Board?

Certainly the resolution of the 
Teachers Retirement System claim 

and the best possible use of the Con-
tinuing Education (Adult Ed) budget 
fund balance are of high priority.  
Keeping the tax rate low while not 
reducing any programs or staff will 
need to remain a priority. 

What can the school board do 
to fix the divisions within the com-
munity?

The Board needs to personally 
demonstrate a spirit of respect for 
one another and for all citizens, re-
gardless of one’s opinion.  A differ-
ence of opinion need not be regard-
ed as good or bad, right or wrong.  
All parties must be above reproach 
and demonstrate respect.  You can 
be assured that I hold myself to that 
charge.  The only way I know of to 
repair a relationship is for all par-
ties to be truly willing to work to-
gether for the common good.  Each 
of our differences as individuals is 
what brings balance to a relation-
ship.  Let’s not let yesterday spoil 
tomorrow.  If elected to this Board 
I will serve you as an instrument to 
help build bonds of trust within the 
district including teachers, students, 
staff, parents and community.

What are the three qualities 

that the school board needs the 
most now and how do you exem-
plify them?

I would have to choose trust, 
which includes respect, communi-
cation and selfless decision-making.  
The school board not only should 
demonstrate these qualities but each 
should be returned by the citizens of 
the community.

Professionally I can see that I 
successfully execute these quali-
ties each day in my work as a Loan 
Officer.  Personally, the best reflec-
tion of how I am able to carry out 
these qualities is in the love that is 
returned to me when I enter a room 
with children I know.  It is very 
humbling when one learns that they 
are looked up to and their decisions 
are affecting others, including those 
who do not yet possess the skills 
to make those decisions for them-
selves.  It holds me accountable!

If elected what do you believe 
should be the school board’s first 
order of business?

If not resolved between now 
and that date, a resolution of the 
TRS claim will be of utmost priority 
to the board. 

Candidate  - MIKE RICHMANN
Why are you running for 

a position on the Ennis School 
Board?

 Our community is at an 
important crossroads. We have a 
valuable opportunity for growth 
and a renewed community spirit. I 
want to contribute to that process. 
With leadership that will listen 
to all sides and be respectful of 
everyone’s opinion, we can tear 
down these walls that separate us. 
I challenge everyone to do what I 
intend to do myself, whether I’m 
elected or not - make the effort to 
start a conversation with someone 
you disagree with. When you go to 
a ball game, sit next to that person 
you’ve stopped talking to and join 
together in a victory cheer for our 
boys and girls. At the 4th of July 
parade this year, let’s all share our 
common pride in this community 
and country by standing together 
in unity and with respect for each 
other.

What do you believe quali-
fies and prepares you for this po-
sition?

 I have owned and managed my 
own businesses for over 25 years 
and I recognize the value of good 
employees. I know how important 
it is to listen and to treat both 
employees and clients respectfully. 
I am a commodities trader and I 
have learned the importance of 
risk assessment and commitment 
to a plan. But the most important 
attributes are not measured by skill 
or occupational competence. They 
are measured by courage, integrity, 
wisdom, and the judgement of 
character. Through my record 
of regular attendance at Board 
meetings over the last 3 years 
and consistently speaking out for 
transparency and accountability, 
I have already proven that I am 
committed to the beginning of a 
new era for the Ennis community 

guided by the principles of honesty, 
inclusion, and respect.

Now that the audit has been 
done, what major issues are ahead 
for the Ennis School Board?

 The audit by Denning, Downey 
Associates exposed the disarray 
that our finances are in. We have 
so much money in funds that we 
can’t use (for example, $2.7 million 
in Adult Ed.) yet we are facing 
shortfalls in our General Fund to 
cover the legitimate expenses of 
teacher’s salaries and operating 
costs. We need to formulate a 
long-term plan that will allow 
for the reduction of these funds 
down to reasonable levels and then 
transferring the excess to be used 
for legitimate purposes and for 
reducing taxes.

 Another major issue is the 
quality of our legal representation. 
Over the last three years, our 
Superintendent has been replaced 
and our auditor has been replaced. 
It is also essential that our attorney 
be replaced.

What can the School Board 
do to fix the divisions within the 
community?

 The school board can do its 
job honestly and openly and prove 
to the community that it can be 
trusted. The citizens of our District 
who have only asked for the truth 
are not responsible for this divi-
siveness or for its remedy. Ennis is 
one of the strongest and most active 
small communities in the entire 
state of Montana and we will sur-
vive the consequences of our previ-
ous mistakes. When we all can rally 
around the truth and start from a 
clean slate, our divisions will dis-
appear. I believe we must and we 
can restore a sense of civility and 
forgiveness.

What are the three qualities 
that the school board needs the 
most now and how do you exem-

plify them?
 a. Accountability: 
For a public entity, like a 

School District, accountability is 
ALWAYS the quality most needed. 
And that accountability needs to be 
to the voters, not individuals.

b.Transparency: Superin-
tendent Overstreet must be com-
mended for putting together a 
public committee that is providing 
much-needed transparency in the 
budget process. He has opened up 
the books and is capitalizing on the 
considerable expertise of interested 
citizens.

c. Inclusion: Discussions at the 
School Board level should focus on 
issues. We are not all going to agree 
on all topics, but the debate should 
be civil and respectful, and should 
include the opinions of those who 
differ. This sort of discourse can 
lead to higher educational quality 
and set a good example for our kids 
- a goal we can all agree on.

If elected what do you be-
lieve should be the school board’s 
first order of business?

 The overriding issue for the 
next several years that needs both 
immediate and continuous atten-
tion will be implementing a struc-
tured financial plan to deal with our 
problem of too much money where 
it isn’t needed and too little where 
it is. This is a complex challenge 
and there are strict legal conditions 
that have to be met to accomplish it. 
But there are significant benefits for 
us in doing it, including: reduced 
taxes, teacher’s salary increases, 
an expanded foreign exchange 
program, better school security, 
new programs, or other priorities. 
The biggest benefit would be the 
normalcy and reason that it would 
bring to our finances and the estab-
lishment of community trust need-
ed to support future mill levies.

SHERIDAN

Why are you running for a po-
sition on the School Board?   

I have six years previous experi-
ence as a Sheridan Trustee and believe 
our school district is very important to 
this community, our kids and future. 
Having a working history as a Sheri-
dan Trustee and varied education and 
work experience in multiple fields al-
lows me to bring a broad perspective 
to the table.  I am a strong believer in 
teamwork; the great teachers in our 
system are a resource that should be 
leveraged to provide the best possible 
education.

What do you believe qualifies 
and prepares you for this position? 

I actively attend school board 
meetings, participate in school adviso-
ry committees, and keep up on school 
policy and law. In addition I have a 
passion for reviewing a broad spec-
trum of data from test scores, educa-
tional standards to budgetary numbers 
as to enhance my planning skills and 
the decision making process.

What are the three qualities 
that the school board needs the 
most now and how do you exemplify 
them? 

Leadership, Transparency and 
Vision.  As a board, we need to review 
and take action, where appropriate, 
on the recommendations of the four 
recent advisory committees ideas and 

input, work together to develop clear 
goals and objectives as a template 
for the administration to work from, 
and create a higher level of transpar-
ency for the public, staff and students 
in a variety of areas ranging from 
academic goals, staffing, infrastruc-
ture improvements and maintenance, 
ANB trends and budgets.  I have 
been active on two of the four recent 
Sheridan Advisory committees, am a 
strong believer in team work and am 
very open and direct in addressing any 
continuous improvement tasks for our 
students and district.

If elected what do you believe 
should be the school board’s first or-
der of business?  

The first order of business is to 
work as a team with administration 
and staff to review the current year-
end budget plans and expenditures 
then create the best budget plan for 
2013-2014 considering estimates of 
ANB number for the next few years.  
These discussions need to be transpar-
ent and should include review of pro-
grams, staffing along with current and 
future needs of our students at Sheri-
dan Schools.

What is the most important 
issue currently facing Sheridan 
Schools?

Ensuring every decision at the 
Sheridan School is in the student’s 

best interest.  To successfully achieve 
this end, input and consideration from 
staff, students and parents is impor-
tant.

What do you believe is the 
school board’s role in handling the 
implementation of the new core 
standards?  

The Common Core Standards or 
CCS are generally a good idea: stan-
dards for required course offerings 
are consistent across the state and stu-
dents are able to apply and articulate 
concepts in core subject areas.  Our 
good instructors already implement 
this concept in various degrees.  The 
State’s CCSs standardize tests/stan-
dard seem to change every 6+/- years.  
A decade ago the state used Iowa Tests 
of Educational Development, then 
CRT or Criterion-Reference Test and 
now a test that aligns with the CCSs as 
an evaluation tool in Montana schools.  
The trustees need to only ensure the 
staff and administration are working 
together to ensure the student’s needs 
are a priority, curriculum is aligned for 
the standards and provide staff train-
ing and allow for work groups to align 
curriculum as needed.  I believe the 
trustees should encourage the admin-
istration to leverage off the techniques 
our great teachers are already using in 
the classroom.

Candidate  - Karen Talley Candidate  - bill wood
Why are you running for a 

position on the Sheridan School 
Board?

I am running for the board be-
cause I have children enrolled in the 
elementary and would like to have a 
positive influence in their education.  
We have a great school and I want to 
do my part to help the school continue 
to succeed.    

What do you believe qualifies 
and prepares you for this position?

In having served one term, I 
feel I have an understanding of how 
the board operates and how to handle 
some of the hurdles it faces.  I will 
continue to be a trustee that has the 
best interest of the teachers, students, 
parents, and community at heart.  

What are the three qualities 
that the school board needs the 
most now and how do you exem-
plify them?

The first, most important qual-
ity that the school board needs to have 
is trustees that listen to what the pub-
lics concerns are.  A trustee is elected 
by the public to be their voice and to 
address the concerns that they have.  
I think that I have done a good job of 
listening to the public in the past and 

will continue to do so.
Three years on the board has 

made me understand that a person 
needs to have experience to be an 
effective trustee.  Dealing with bud-
gets, changing standards, and other 
school issues is something that takes 
time to understand.

The school board needs to have 
trustees that are not afraid to form 
their own opinions, and speak their 
minds in a public meeting.  A differ-
ence of opinion leads to discussion, 
and discussion leads to better ideas. 

If elected what do you believe 
should be the school boards first or-
der of business?

The school boards first order of 
business should be to get community 
support back behind the school.  We 
have such a great school with excel-
lent staff, teachers and students.  I 
want to continue to be apart of reviv-
ing the pride our community has for 
the Sheridan School. 

What is the most important 
issue currently facing Sheridan 
Schools?

The first important issue Sheri-
dan Schools is facing is enrollment.  
The school budget is directly influ-

enced by the number of students we 
have.  The hardest thing for the board 
is to figure out how to offer the same 
classes to our students while dealing 
with a smaller budget.  My hope is 
with increasing community support, 
our enrollment will go up and we can 
continue to offer classes that chal-
lenge our students and prepare them 
for continuing education.   

Another important issue is 
school safety.  Although we live in a 
rural area, and are less likely to ex-
perience a horrific event within our 
school, we need to do whatever pos-
sible to ensure the safety of our staff 
and students.  Parents should not have 
to worry about their children when 
they send them to school.

What do you believe is the 
school boards role in handling the 
implementation of the new com-
mon core standards?

The new common core stan-
dards ask a lot out of our students and 
teachers.  The board needs to make 
sure our faculty has all the tools, 
training and resources available, so 
they can maintain confidence in the 
new standards.   

Why are you running for a 
position on the School Board? 

As an American, a resident of 
Madison County and a resident of 
Sheridan, I feel with my life experi-
ence I bring much to offer everyone 
and especially our students.

What do you believe qualifies 
and prepares you for this posi-
tion? 

As I mentioned above my life 
experiences.  I am happily mar-
ried with a supportive wife.  I am 

the father of 3 great kids.  I have a 
daughter who is a freshman at MSU; 
I have a son who is a junior at Sheri-
dan HS, and my son who is in Kin-
dergarten.  I have my BS in Market-
ing from USU.  I have worked in the 
professional environment for over 
25 years.  I have been a coach for 20 
years.  I was a Scout Master and the 
list could go on.  The most impor-
tant thing to take from this is I can 
communicate and understand most 
people, but most important under-

standing our Kids.
  What are the three qualities 

that the school board needs the 
most now and how do you exem-
plify them?  

I could say the budget and 
other items like that.  I feel what we 
need most in the town of Sheridan is 
team and town spirit.  I am not talk-
ing about sports alone; I am talking 
about the barriers and walls that sep-
arate us in such a small town.  Ev-
erything trickles from the top down, 

I am not saying there is a problem 
at the top, but somewhere we do not 
trickle down.  I have always been 
good at understanding and helping 
others.  We need help, and I feel I am 
one of those that can help.  Yes we 
need help with our budget, yes we 
need help with our testing, yes we 
need help in our sports programs, 
yes we need help with all getting 
along and helping our kids succeed 
to be successful in life.

If elected what do you believe 

should be the school board’s first 
order of business?  

We need to have a cohesive 
group in our school board, with our 
superintended and all of the parents.  
We need to relook at everything and 
plan as a group what will be most 
beneficial for the kids

What is the most important 
issue currently facing Sheridan 
Schools? 

From what I have seen: Why 
do we have so many students that 

attend Twin Bridges schools, Com-
munity and School pride, Budgets, 
and Testing.

What do you believe is the 
school board’s role in handing the 
implementation of the new core 
standards? 

The school board should be 
fully involved with the implementa-
tion and there should be check and 
balances in place to make sure all 
goals are met for the 2014 school 
year.

Candidate  - Mike Davidson

twin bridges

Why are you running for 
a position on the Twin Bridges 
School Board? 

One of the most important re-
sponsibilities that can be assigned 
to any citizen is helping to plan the 
education of the community’s youth.  
I have a sincere desire to serve the 
community, rather than a desire for 
personal glory or to achieve a per-

sonal goal. I am willing to invest the 
significant time and energy required 
by board service.  I have found my 
service as a board member reward-
ing when we work as a team to con-
front tough challenges and work to 
overcome them to the benefit of our 
youth. 

What do you believe qualifies 
and prepares you for this posi-

tion? 
Over the past three years, as a 

Twin Bridges board member, I have 
exhibited sound judgment; an even 
temper, a willingness to collaborate 
and a sincere interest in the educa-
tion of the youth in my community. 
I know that all of these attributes 
both qualifies and prepares me to be 
an asset to the Twin Bridges School 

Board.
What are the three qualities 

that the school board needs the 
most now and how do you exem-
plify them?

I bring a broad base of knowl-
edge and experience to the job, en-
abling me to vote with intelligence 
and confidence on complex issues 
such as finance, curriculum and stu-

dent-employee-community relation-
ships.  I have cooperative spirit, rec-
ognizing that success in achieving 
board goals and implementing ideas 
requires a team approach.  I have the 
courage to make difficult decisions, 
defend the philosophy and goals of 
the School District.

If elected what do you believe 
should be the school board’s first 

order of business?
The first order of business is 

always our children and their educa-
tion.  The Board must seek to coop-
eratively create an environment for 
all students that encourages creative 
and productive academic, social and 
physical development. 

Candidate  - Allison Wentzel

continued on a10
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1	 Zinger
5	 Nuisance
9	 Oprah’s	network
12	 Chills	and	fever
13	 Viscous
14	 Dove’s	call
15	 Short	musical		 	
	 works
17	 “Hail,	Caesar!”
18	 Yule	quaff
19	 Fairy	tale	villains
21	 Chic
22	 Island	porch	
24	 Formerly
27	 Evergreen	type	
28	 Break	suddenly
31	 Tasseled	topper
32	 Lobe	locale
33	 Gorilla
34	 Dread
36	 Attempt
37	 Car	sticker	no.
38	 Batman’s	pal
40	 Proceed

41	 Dishes
43	 Commercial		 	
	 song
47	 Scoot
48	 Varieties	of		 	
	 wheat
51	 Carte	lead-in
52	 Handle
53	 Point
54	 Clear	the	tables
55	 Stitches
56	 Wan

1	 Foundation
2	 Enthusiastic
3	 Ladder	step
4	 Cap	with	a		 	
	 propeller
5	 Bluenose
6	 A	billion	years
7	 Hot	tub
8	 Mike	of	the	ring
9	 Simple	wind		 	
	 instruments
10	 Used	a	loom
11	 Vetoers’	votes
16	 Heavy	weight
20	 Petrol
22	 Memorize
23	 Distorted
24	 Vacationing
25	 Born
26	 Ivan’s	and	Peter’s		
	 wives
27	 Bigfoot’s	cousin
29	 Spring	mo.
30	 Vigor

35	 Director	Howard
37	 “Friends”	role
39	 Soaks	up	some		
	 rays
40	 Hodges	of		 	
	 baseball	lore
41	 Seafood	entree
42	 Streaming	video		
	 giant
43	 Apple	co-founder
44	 Wildebeests
45	 Whip
46	 Catch	sight	of
49	 Away	from	WSW
50	 Do	some	lawn			
	 work

MARVIN

CRYPTOQUIP

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P = T

CROSSWORD  By Eugene Sheffer

BIZARRO
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Treat Mom to Cheesy Baked Egg Dish

Puddin Place 
Baked Eggs

www.justapinch.com/bakedeggs

Blue Ribbon 
Recipes  from Hometown Cooks 

Just Like You!

What You Need
4 slices bacon, 
   cooked and cut 
   in pieces
4 slices fresh 
   mozzarella, cut 
   in pieces
4 eggs
1 c heavy cream
paprika, salt & 
   pepper, to taste 
   (optional)

Directions
• Preheat oven to 
375 degrees F. 
Lightly butter 
four ramekins. 
Put bacon in a 

circle around edges 
and add mozzarella 
on top of bacon. 
Gently add egg 
to center without 
breaking yolks, 
then gently spoon 
about 1/4 c cream 
over each.Salt and 
pepper lightly, and/
or sprinkle with 
paprika.

• Bake in oven 
about 10 min. 
Center should 
“shake” when done 
but not “swim!” 

“This is the easiest recipe but 
everyone says ‘wow’ 

when they see it!”
-Kimberly Kolligs

Aberdeen, MD (pop. 14,959)

Submitted by: Kimberly Kolligs, Aberdeen, MD (pop. 14,959)

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Paid for by John Scully | PO BOX 986 | Ennis, MT 59729

SCULLY
JOHN

FOR ENNIS SCHOOL BOARD

ELECT ELECT

•ATTACK PROCESSES, NOT PEOPLE
•RESOLVE LEGAL ISSUES AND 
RECOGNIZE FIDUCIARY DUTY 

TO ALL TAX PAYERS
•RESPECT INPUT FROM ALL

$12.95 each Give Me the 
Hudson or the Yukon

Contact Ridgetop Press | P.O. Box 176 | 
Ennis, MT 59729 | 406-490-0603

Alaskan Author
MIKE MCCANN

Chinese
Garden

CLOSED MONDAYS
TUESDAY - SUNDAY 11:30 AM TO 9:30 PM

Behind The Silver Dollar | 406-682-3622

EHS Drama Department Presents

Cases of Mistaken Identity
by Tony Howell

When: April 26 and 27 at 7:00 pm
Where: Elementary Gymnasium

Cost: Adults-$4.00  Students-$3.00

A pseudo-slapstick story of mix-ups and mayhem aboard 
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad.  It is the late 

1800s and various travelers are heading West.  With a pair of 
jewel theives, a group of showgirls, a secret agent in training 

and an escapee from an asylum aboard, all carrying 
identical cases, the drama and comedy are sure to follow.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
ASSISTANT DISTRICT CLERK

SHERIDAN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5
PO BOX 586 | SHERIDAN MT 59749

•  Position:  Interim Assistant Clerk to assume full responsibilities 
as District Clerk by November, 2013.
•  Primary Job Duties:  The District Clerk is responsible for   
managing the business operations of the school district under the 
supervision of the Superintendent of Schools.  Duties include, 
but are not limited to payroll, budgetary preparations, receipt and 
expenditure records, and fund reporting.  Applicant should possess 
accounting skills and computer proficiency.  Effective oral and 
written communication skills are required.  Additionally, the Clerk 
manages board meetings including scheduling, agendas, notification, 
meeting procedures and minutes.
•  Education:  A bachelor degree in business, finance or public 
accounting from an accredited institute is preferred.  However, work 
experience may be considered in place of a formal education.
•  Work Experience:  Prior expertise with the following is 
desirable:
 -Work experience with a public school.
 -Work experience with a public accounting firm having   
   school district clients or
 -Work experience with the finance section of the Montana  
   Office of Public Instruction.
 -Successful experience as a supervisor.
•  Salary:  Salary is negotiable and depends on education and 
applicable work experience. 
•  Application Submission:  Please address your application to 
Linda E. Walter, District Clerk, PO Box 586, Sheridan, MT 59749 or 
email it to lindaw@sheridan.k12.mt.us.  Applications can be found 
on the Sheridan School Website, www.Sheridan.k12.mt.us.
•  Application Deadline:  Until filled or a sufficient number an 
applications are received for conduction interviews.

www.GrahamdrillinG.com

Water Well Drilling , Pump Sales
Installation, Service & Repairs

Serving residential & commercial customers
in madison county for over 23 years
Quality Service at a Fair Price

Phone (406) 842-5214 or (406)682-5290

Richard (Rick) M. Lyon, 
47, passed away peacefully 

April 17 at Bozeman Deaconess 
Hospital.

Rick was born in Atlanta, 
Ga., Oct. 4, 1965. He moved to 
Ennis with his family where 
he graduated from Ennis High 
School in 1984.  Rick served 
two years in the National Guard 
and went on to be a skilled car-
penter.  Rick had a passion 
for music and became a gifted 
singer and guitar player at a 
very young age. He moved to 
Nashville for a while to be clos-
er to the country music scene, 

wrote many songs and entered 
many talent contests, even as 
recently as last year.  Eventu-
ally moving back to Ennis, he 
met and married the love of his 
life, Mandy.  Rick continued to 
play music with local musicians 
around Ennis, delighting many 
listeners with his deep country 
voice and quick wit.  Rick also 
enjoyed camping and f loating 
the river.  Everyone loved Rick, 
as he loved them. He will be 
greatly missed.

He is survived by his lov-

ing wife, Mandy and two 
daughters, Jasmine and Tonnie.  
Rick was preceded in death by 
his parents Dick and Barbara, 
brother Teddy and uncle A.C. 
Lyon.

Memorial services will be 
held Friday, May 3 at 2 p.m. 
in the Lions Club Park, Ennis, 
with a potluck reception fol-
lowing at the Longbranch.

A memorial account has 
been set up at First Madison 
Valley Bank in his name.

Richard M. Lyon
Oct. 4, 1965-April 17, 2013

Donna B. Bennett, 73, of 
Osburn, Idaho, passed away 
April 10 at the Lacrosse Health 
& Rehabilitation Center of 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.  She was 
born March 14, 1940 at Minne-
apolis, Minnesota; Donna was 
the daughter of Harry Floyd 
and Thressa Lois (Tawlks) 
Smith.

Donna attended and grad-
uated from the Ennis High 
School. She then attended Cos-
metology school.

Donna married Russell E. 
Bennett on September 16, 1964 
at Las Vegas, Nevada; Russell 
passed away on October 28, 
1998.

Donna served as a cus-
todian for the Clark County 
School District of Las Vegas, 
Nevada for twenty plus years. 
She moved to the Silver Valley 
in 2002 from Enterprise, Utah.

Donna was a member of 
the Silver Valley Worship Cen-
ter of Smelterville, Idaho. She 
loved and enjoyed her family, 
sewing, gardening, landscap-
ing and her church.

Donna is survived by her 

daughter and son-in-law Nan-
cy and Chuck Blanchard of 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho; three 
grandchildren David R. Clark 
of Coeur d’Alene, Jenifer B. 
Clark of Coeur d’Alene and Ju-
lius E. Johnson of Indiana; one 
great-grandson Liam Clark; 
two brothers David Smith of 
Butte, Montana and Devarold 
of Livingston, Montana; one 
sister and her husband Devon-
na and Lynn Owens of McAl-
lister, Montana; one half sister 
Patricia Smith Johnson of Min-
nesota and one half brother 
Patrick Smith also of Minne-
sota; she is also survived by 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
Donna was preceded in death 
by her parents, her husband 
Russell Bennett, two brothers 

Dennis and Donald Smith and 
one daughter Doris Western.

Memorial Services will be 
held on Sunday, May 5, 2013, 
at 2:00 P.M., at the Silver Val-
ley Worship Center of Smelter-
ville, Idaho with Pastor Corey 
Berti officiating.

The family suggests that 
memorials may be made to the 
Silver Valley Worship Center 
Mission Fund, P.O. Box 196, 
Smelterville, Idaho 83868.

One may sign Donna’s on-
line guest book at www.sho-
shonefuneralservice.com.

SHOSHONE FUNERAL 
SERVICES & CREMATORY 
KELLOGG, IDAHO is en-
trusted with funeral arrange-
ments.

Donna B. Bennett
May 14, 1940-April 10, 2012

April 14, 2013
T/s at US Hwy 287 MM 38

Received request for assistance at Mt Hwy 41 MM 46
Dispatched SFD to 200 blk W Poppleton St

Prisoner transport to Centennial Dr
Deputy dispatched to theft complaint in Sheridan

T/s on Mt Hwy 84 at Cherry Creek Rd
T/s at Mt Hwy 84 MM 9
T/s at Mt Hwy 84 MM 9
T/s at Mt Hwy 84 MM 11

Deputy dispatched to suspicious circumstanc-
es complaint at Cardwell dumpsite

T/s at Mill Creek Rd MM 2

April 15, 2013
Received unfounded 911 call

Deputy dispatched to roadway dispute on Stoner Ln
Vehicle inspection requested in 300 blk E Main St, Sheridan

Deputy dispatched to suspicious circumstanc-
es complaint in 6300 blk US Hwy 287

Deputy dispatched to suspicious circumstanc-
es complaint on Wisconsin Creek Rd

T/s at Mt Hwy 287 MM 32                                          

April 16, 2013
Deputy dispatched to suspicious circumstanc-

es complaint in 300 blk Ennis Lake Rd
T/s at Mt Hwy 41 MM 21

Dispatched RVA for transfer to Butte
Dispatched RVA for transfer to Dillon

T/s on Main St, Ennis
T/s at Mt Hwy 41 MM 53

T/s on Main St, Ennis
Deputy dispatched to welfare check in 600 blk Madison St

Dispatched RVA for transfer to Butte

April 17, 2013
Dispatched EA to 100 blk Dry Creek Trl
Deputy dispatched to abandoned prop-

erty complaint on Main St, Ennis
Dispatched EA for transfer to Bozeman

Received report of vehicle/deer accident at Mt Hwy 359 MM 9
Dispatched RVA for transfer to Dillon

Deputy dispatched to suspicious circumstanc-
es complaint on Wisconsin Creek Rd
Dispatched RVA for transfer to Butte

Deputy dispatched to traffic complaint on 
Mt Hwy 287 Sheridan to Alder
Prisoner transport to Bozeman

Deputies dispatched to 911 hang up call in 69 blk Mt Hwy 287
Deputy dispatched to vehicle accident on Poppleton St

Received wildlife complaint on Comley Way
Received request for welfare check in Ennis Lake area by dam

April 18, 2013
Received report of runaway juvenile possibly heading to Pony area

T/s on US Hwy 287 at Ennis Lake Rd
T/s at Mt Hwy 287 MM 28

T/s on Main St, Twin Bridges
Received wildlife complaint on Middle Rd
Dispatched EFD to 300 blk Sun Ranch Rd

T/s at Mt Hwy 41 MM 51
Deputy dispatched to traffic complaint by Sheridan High School

T/s on US Hwy 287 by Goggins Dr
Deputy dispatched to suspicious circum-

stances complaint on S East St
Received unfounded 911 call
T/s at US Hwy 287 MM 63

Dispatched TBFD & SFD to Mt Hwy 55 be-
tween Waterloo & Silver Star

April 19, 2013
Deputy & AFD dispatched to semi flatbed trailer accident on Judy Ln

Vehicle inspection requested on Reel St
Dispatched RVA to 100 blk Madison St

Received theft report in 100 blk N Willow Creek
T/s at US Hwy 287 MM 55
T/s at US Hwy 287 MM 40

April 20, 2013
T/s at US Hwy 287 MM 55

Received suspicious circumstances com-
plaint in Mirza Way & Comley Way area

T/s in 300 blk Varney Rd
Dispatched TBFD & SFD to Jefferson Acres
Received wildlife complaint by creek bed be-

tween Fagin St & Armitage St
Received wildlife complaint in 1900 blk Mt Hwy 41

Received unfounded 911 call
Deputy dispatched to criminal mischief complaint at Alder dump

Vehicle inspection requested on Silve Ln
Received animal complaint on Mt Hwy 287 N Sheridan

T/s at US Hwy 287 MM 49
T/s at US Hwy 287 MM 54
T/s at US Hwy 287 MM 54

Deputy dispatched to an alarm on Sunrise Loop

The Sheriff’s Office made 24 traffic stops and received 46 
calls for service between April 14, 2013 and April 20, 2013.

MADISON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DISPATCH LOG

APRIL 14, 2013 THRU 
APRIL 20, 2013

Submitted by Ross Lingle

The Ennis chapter of the 
National Honor Society will 
hold its first Career Day on 
the morning of April 30. Guest 
speakers from fifteen differ-
ent career fields will meet with 
groups of students to present 
information about their respec-
tive careers and to answer ques-
tions from students. Students 
will sign up to listen to profes-
sionals in the careers that most 
interest them.  

Following the morning ca-
reer sessions all students will 

listen to Pony resident Jerry 
Ohs present information about 
his humanitarian work in Af-
rica. Jerry will share interest-
ing stories about his commu-
nity water projects in Africa 
and will encourage students to 
make a difference in the world 
no matter what career path they 
follow. 

If any community mem-
bers are interested in sharing 
information about their career 
with the students of EHS in fu-
ture years, please contact Ross 
Lingle at 682-4258.  

National Honor 
Society to hold 
Career Day at 
EHS

Submitted by Roxane Shammel

During March 24-26, 2013 
over 740 students, advisors 
and chaperones “Tuned in for 
Leadership” at the 66th annual 
Montana Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of Amer-
ica (FCCLA) State Leadership 
Conference in Billings.  Rep-
resenting Sheridan were Jon-
nie Lee, Samantha Zetler, Mike 
Tilstra, Mikhail Ronnander, 
Colter Kenworthy, Charlie 
Smart, Mike Hilliker, Tiffany 
McCormack, Cady Guinnane, 
Janie Smart, Tionna Schwend 
and Kassidy Hokanson.   Trav-
eling with them were chapter 
advisor, Roxane Shammel and 
chaperones, Dan and Heathe 
Kenworthy.

The State Leadership Con-
ference is a chance for Montana 

FCCLA members to meet new 
friends, learn and expand lead-
ership skills, explore careers 
and compete in competitive 
events.  The conference theme 
“Tune in for Leadership” al-
lowed students a chance to ‘fine 
tune’ themselves to become 
better leaders for their families, 
careers and communities. 

Members competed in in-
dividual and team competi-
tive events including Applied 
Technology, Career Investiga-
tion, Chapter Showcase, Focus 
on Children, Illustrated Talk, 
Job Interview, Life Event Plan-
ning and National Programs In 
Action.  Members all received 
medals including six gold med-
als, four silver medals and 
one bronze medals. Members 
worked hard throughout the 
year on their projects, and the 

top winners earned a chance to 
compete at the National Lead-
ership Conference July 7-11 in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Sheridan members quali-
fying to compete in Nashville 
are:  Jonnie Lee, Samantha 
Zetler, Colter Kenworthy and 
Cady Guinnane.  Overall, 
Montana FCCLA will be send-
ing about 65 members to com-
pete in Nashville this summer.  
Charlie Smart, outgoing State 
Vice-President of Competitive 
Events will also be attending 
and will participate in leader-
ship training.

Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America 
(FCCLA), is a dynamic and ef-
fective national student organi-
zation that helps young men and 
women become leaders and ad-
dress important personal, fam-

ily, work, and societal issues 
through Family and Consumer 
Sciences education. FCCLA 
has over 200,000 members and 
over 6,500 chapters from 50 
state associations, Puerto Rico, 
and the Virgin Islands. The or-
ganization has involved more 
than ten million youth since its 
founding in 1945. 

FCCLA: The Ultimate 
Leadership Experience is 
unique among youth organiza-
tions because its programs are 
planned and run by members.  It 
is the only career and technical 
in-school student organization 
with the family as its central 
focus.  Participation in national 
programs and chapter activities 
helps members become strong 
leaders in their families, ca-
reers, and communities.

Sheridan FCCLA Members compete at State
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Paid for by Mike Richmann for School Trustee, Treasurer Mike Richmann  |  PO Box 1605  |  Ennis, MT  59729  |  406- 682- 7557

To the Voters of the 
Ennis School District:
If I am elected to the Ennis School Board of 
Trustees I will do everything I can to provide our 
young people with the best possible education. 
To do so I am committed to:

HELPING TO RESTORE OLD VALUES:
1. All voices must be respected and listened to.
2. All public business must be open and honest.

3. All of our laws must be respected and followed. 
4. Leadership that reaches out to and involves the community. For 

example, we must continue the Budget Committee. 
5. Hard work and working together.
6. Principled, independent thinking. 

HELPING TO GENERATE NEW IDEAS:
1. Ennis should join the Montana Region 4 Educational Service Academy (RESA4U) to 

provide greater professional development and collaboration opportunities for our 
teachers. As we begin to integrate new technologies such as iPads into our school 

system, we need to provide our teachers with the resources they need to maximize the 
value of these technologies. Tools mean nothing without technique.

2. To help rebuild trust in our school’s financial management, I would advocate that 
the school prepare an annual report, with even greater detail than the MAEFAIRS 

reports, disclosing all the disbursements from each of our primary budgets and making 
the report accessible on line to all citizens. 

Many school districts across the country do this. We can, too.
3. I believe this kind of annual report could also include critical information such as 

percentage of students going on to post secondary school, percentage of students who 
drop out of school, and school wide results on national tests such as our school averages 

on AP, ACT and SAT tests.
4. Our School Board meetings should be streamed so that anyone in the District can 
follow what is going on at the meetings at home from their computer. The Gallatin 

County Commissioners are now doing this with success, and we can, too. 
5. Exchange students and study abroad opportunities enrich the curriculum and 
the culture of our school and community. I would actively seek to expand those 

opportunities, particularly where they are funded by the U.S. State Department.
6. I believe we can provide greater support and resources for at risk students. Our goal 

should be a zero percent drop out and transfer rate. I would like to invite ideas from 
administrators and teachers about what more can be done to achieve this goal. 

7. Encouragement and support for a PTA or other parent groups.

LET’S KEEP MOVING FORWARD! 
Mike Richmann for School Trustee

Remember to vote Tuesday, May 7, 2013
Voting open to residents of

Ennis, Virginia City, McAllister, Cameron, Big Sky

LET’S KEEP MOVING FORWARD! 

To the Voters of the 
Ennis School District:



MADISON County weather

 Partly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of snow 
showers. Highs 50 to 60. 

Partly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of rain and 
snow showers. Lows 30 to 

35. Highs 50 to 60. 

Partly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of rain 

and snow showers. Lows 
25 to 35. Highs 50 to 60. 

 Partly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of rain 

and snow showers. Lows 
25 to 35. Highs 50 to 60. 

Thursday

Fr iday

Partly cloudy. Lows 25 to 35. 
Highs 50 to 60. 

Saturday

Sunday

Monday
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Adults $6.00  •  Children (12 & under) $4.00
Box Office Opens 6:15 p.m. • Show Time 7:00 p.m.

682-4023
115 Main St., Ennis, MT

“OZ: The Great & Powerful”

Friday and Saturday • April 26th and 27th 

COMING SOON:
“Olympus Has Fallen” “G.I. Joe: Retaliation” 

“Iron Man 3” 

Rated: PG

KBEV FM 
We are in the Ruby Valley for you!

Listen to 93.3 or 98.3 for all your 
Weather, Sports, News, and  Local events

Call us at 683-2800 or email us at  joann@kdbm-kbev.com

93.3   98.3

Sherwood Swanson 
Drywall Inc.

Hanging
Custom Textures

Finishing
Painting

Office: (406)682-5438      Cell: (406)599-3524

Auto | Home | Boats 
 Motorcycles | Life Insurance

 
586.3330

 mariegary@allstate.com 
 

Call or email for a quote.

HOWARD MILLS, BUILDER
PO BOX 165 · Alder, MT 59710 · 406-842.5068

www.BigskyBuilders.cOM  ·  hOwArd@BigskyBuilders.cOM

Building in Ennis and Southwest Montana since 1994

Get Results.
s.hill@
madisoniannews.com

    CLEA
Greetings to you.  My name 

is Clea and I’m searching for 
a permanent relationship.  
Social, sweet, playful and love 
to be petted.  Lost my home 
because my parent fell and got 
a broken hip, then moved to 
a smaller place.  There wasn’t 
enough room for me and my 
two brothers, so we’re looking 
for a new place.  I’m clean, neat, 
and healthy. Could you open 
up your heart and let me bring 
some sunshine to your home?  
Please call on me today. I can be 
reached thru Misty: 439-1405 or 
Afton: 287-3613. Thank you ever 
so much.  Cleasponsored by:

7 Days a Week - Belgrade•406.388.6400 - Bozeman•406.586.2384 - www.kenyonnoble.com

TWIN BRIDGES SCHOOL
Karlie Wagner

Karlie Wagner  is a 6th 
grader at Twin Bridges 
Elementary.  She is a very 
kind and bright young lady. 
She has a genuine concern 
for others and is always 
helpful in the classroom. 
Karlie also has a great 
sense of  humor and brings 
laughter to all around her.  
Karlie is a very dedicated 
student and works very hard 
to be successful academically. 
Karlie is the daughter of  
Ben and Charissa Wagner of  
Waterloo.

sponsored by:

Savage Roofing
Roofing Year Round!
37 Years Experience

FREE Estimates 
Call 641-0059

Quote  of the Week:
“Go confidently 
in the direction 
of your dreams! 

Live the 
life you’ve 
imagined. 

As you simplify 
your life, the 

laws of the 
universe will 

be simpler.” 
H enry D avid Thoreau

(406)684-5831

M  untain View
Veterinary
2 Metully Lane  |  Twin Bridges, MT

iewiewiew
Veterinary

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine in Twin Bridges…

Congratulations Karlie!

101 E. 5th Avenue • Twin Bridges, MT
www.theoldhotel.com

406.684.5959

406 580-8534
interwestbuilders.com

Design. Build. Custom Homes

Please explain your thoughts 
about the trimester system.

•	 Students	may	 enroll	 in	 a	
greater	number	and	variety	of	elec-
tive	courses.	

•	 Fewer	 preparations	 for	
teachers	per	trimester

•	 3	parent/teacher	academ-
ic	 contacts	 during	 the	 year	 rather	
than	2.

•	 All	 teacher	 have	 a	 daily	
prep	 period	 both	 Elementary,	 Jr.	
High	school	and	High	School

•	 Encourages	 use	 of	 a	 va-
riety	of	teaching	methods.	Lectures	
alone	will	not	work	for	a	longer	pe-
riod.

•	 Lab	oriented	classes	have	
more	 time	 for	 instruction,	 setting	
up,	closure,	etc.

•	 Better	 use	 of	 the	 school	
day	as	there	are	fewer	class	changes.

•	 Students	 who	 fail	 or	 fall	
behind	 have	 time	 to	 catch	 up	 and	
graduate	on	time.	

What do you feel are the 

main issues surrounding the cur-
rent budgetary concerns and 
how can the Twin Bridges School 
Board help prevent such situa-
tions in the future?

In	 a	 small	 school	 district	 we	
are	 always	 concerned	 with	 declin-
ing	 enrollment.	 	 Our	 school’s	 en-
rollment	 directly	 affects	 the	 oper-
ating	 budget.	 	 	 We	 must	 strive	 to	
provide	 the	 best	 opportunities	 for	
all	 students	 which	 will	 encourage	
the	desire	to	be	a	Twin	Bridges	Fal-

con.		As	a	board	member,	you	must	
constantly	be	aware	of	current	State	
&	Federal	legislation	regarding	edu-
cation.		You	must	be	capable	of	logi-
cally	 communicating	 and	 explain-
ing	the	impact	of	any	legislation	that	
may	have	an	 impact	upon	the	 local	
district.	 	 It	 is	 the	 responsibility	 of	
the	 Board	 to	 be	 fiscally	 conserva-
tive	 and	 set	 a	 working	 budget	 that	
does	not	jeopardize	the	integrity	and	
quality	of	our	students’	education.

continued from a6

Candidate  - David Banks Jr.
Why are you running for 

a position on the Twin Bridges 
School Board?

 I	 want	 to	 volunteer	 in	 my	
community	 and	 get	 more	 in-
volved.	 I	 want	 to	 make	 sure	 the	
school	maintains	 a	 high	 standard	
for	 all	 of	 our	 children	 as	 I	 did	 at	
the	 Twin	 Bridges	 School.	 I	 have	
no	hidden	agenda,	nor	any	axe	 to	
grind.	I	want	to	be	involved	in	the	
education	of	the	area	students.

What do you believe quali-
fies and prepares you for this 
position?

 I	 am	 a	 good	 candidate	 be-
cause	 I	 am	 very	 open-minded.	 I	
will	 look	at	 all	 angles	before	and	
while	making	any	decisions.	I	am	
a	team	player	and	do	well	working	
with	 others	 to	 make	 decisions,	 I	
do	it	on	a	daily	basis	where	I	work.	
I	 attended	 Twin	 Bridges	 schools	

K-12	 and	 now	 have	 children	 at-
tending	 the	school	so	 I	have	both	
an	interest	and	advantage.		

What are the three quali-
ties that the school board needs 
the most now and how do you ex-
emplify them? 

 The	current	board	has	many	
qualities	 that	 have	 been	 working	
great.		As	in	any	board,	sometimes	
new	 ideas	 only	 make	 the	 board	
better	 like	 really	 listening	 to	 the	
community	 on	 issues.	 Changing	
the	meetings	and	special	meetings	
to	after	hours	so	the	working	force	
can	attend	meetings.		Inviting	the	
community	 is	one	 thing	but	mak-
ing	 the	meeting	at	a	 time	so	 they	
can	 attend	 is	 another	 thing.	Post-
ing	 all	 meetings	 in	 more	 public	
places,	 allowing	 more	 time	 for	
notice	 regarding	 these	 meetings	
so	community	has	more	opportu-

nities	to	attend,	post	meeting	date,	
and	times	on	school	web	page.

 If elected what do you 
believe should be the school 
board’s first order of business?

 Similar	to	what	I	just	wrote,	
meetings	at	a	time	where	the	com-
munity	and	staff	can	attend,	post-
ing	 meeting	 information	 where	
most	 can	 see	 it.	 	 Finding	 well	
qualified	staff	to	replace	the	open-
ings	and	keep	good	classes	off	the	
chopping	block	(for	example	fam-
ily	 consumer	 science).	 	 Last	 but	
not	 least	 the	 school	 safety	 and	
what	we	can	do	to	make	it	better.

Please explain your 
thoughts about the trimester 
system. 

 I	 question	 if	 it	 is	 going	 to	
work.	 	 Personally	 I	 don’t	 see	 the	
schedule	giving	the	kids	more	op-
tions	 and	 most	 of	 all	 I	 don’t	 see	

the	 reason	 for	 fixing	 something	
that	is	not	broken.	I	am	not	sold	on	
school	 starting	 earlier	 in	 the	 day	
either.	 	We	 have	 students	 getting	
on	 the	bus	now	at	7	 in	 the	morn-
ing,	 15	 minutes	 earlier	 will	 be	
harder.

What do you feel are the 
main issues surrounding the 
current budgetary concerns 
and how can the Twin Bridges 
School Board help prevent such 
situations in the future? 

 The	 main	 concern	 is	 how	
the	 school	 is	 going	 to	 make	 up	
the	money	 for	 the	 budget.	As	 far	
as	preventing	this	from	happening	
again	we	need	to	pay	much	closer	
attention	 to	 the	 monthly	 budget	
incoming	and	out	going	funds	that	
we	get	from	the	county	bookkeep-
ing/treasurer	at	each	meeting.

From Karon M. Harden
National Association of Counties

The	 National	 Association	
of	 Counties	 has	 announced	 the	
selection	of	David	Schulz,	Madi-
son	County	Commissioner	as	one	
of	24	county	leaders	from	across	
the	 United	 States	 to	 participate	
in	the	10th	Annual	County	Lead-
ership	 Institute,	 a	 rigorous	 four-
day	 program	offered	 in	 partner-
ship	with	Cambridge	Leadership	
Associates.	 Nominated	 by	 Har-
old	Blattie,	Executive	Director	of	
Montana	 Association	 of	 Coun-
ties	as	an	official	with	a	commit-
ment	to	developing	collaborative	
and	innovative	solutions	to	local	
issues,	Schulz	will	meet	at	IBM’s	
Institute	 for	 Electronic	 Govern-

ment	 in	 Washington,	 DC,	 from	
June	2-6,	2013.		

The	Institute,	now	in	its	tenth	
year,	 has	 graduated	 well	 over	
200	members	from	44	states	and	
172	counties	across	 the	country.		
Known	for	enhancing	the	capac-
ity	of	county	officials	to	identify	
and	 implement	 innovative	 solu-
tions	 to	 the	 complex	 challenges	
facing	 county	 government	 in	
the	21st	century,	this	year’s	pro-
gram	 will	 focus	 closely	 on	 the	
demands	 of	 personal	 leadership	
in	a	new	era	of	government,	one	
characterized	 as	 a	 “permanent	
crisis”	by	Cambridge	Leadership	
co-founder	Marty	Linsky.		

“The	 local	 elected	 officials	
who	 participate	 in	 the	 County	
Leadership	 Institute	 get	 tools,	

ideas,	and	perspectives	they	can’t	
get	 anywhere	 else,”	 said	 Karon	
Harden,	Director	of	Professional	
Development,	 Education	 and	
Training	at	NACo.		These	county	
leaders	not	only	discuss	the	core	
principles	of	public	service	lead-
ership	 with	 prominent	 experts,	
they	also	collaborate	 intensively	
with	 each	 other	 to	 develop	 new	
ways	 to	 attack	 real-life	 issues	
of	 importance	 to	 the	 citizens	 of	
their	counties.	

In	 addition	 to	 developing	
skills	 and	 cultivating	 new	 per-
spectives	 of	 leadership,	 the	 In-
stitute	 builds	 a	 network	 of	 CLI	
alumni	 who	 continue	 to	 offer	
support,	 suggestions	 and	 feed-
back	 across	 years	 and	 county	
lines.	 Classes	 meet	 daily	 from	

8:30	a.m.-5	p.m.	and	in	four	eve-
ning	meetings.	

The	 Montana	 Association	
of	Counties	 has	been	participat-
ing	 in	 this	 institute	for	over	five	
years.	Commissioners	who	have	
attended	 come	 home	 with	 nu-
merous	 tools	 and	 acquaintances	
that	 are	 invaluable	 in	 provid-
ing	 services	 as	 County	 Com-
missioner	 and	 public	 servant.		
Montana	 Association	 of	 Coun-
ties	 and	 sponsors	 of	 the	 insti-
tute	are	covering	 the	cost	of	 the	
program,	 accommodations	 and	
meals	for	Schulz	to	attend.	Spon-
sors	for	2013	include	IBM,	ESRI,	
NACo’s	 Financial	 Services	Cor-
poration	(FSC)	and	the	National	
Council	 of	 County	 Association	
Executives.

Schulz selected for leadership program in DC
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HARRISON DOES 
SLEEPY HOLLOW
B9

By Alyse Backus
The Madisonian

news@madisoniannews.com

Dick and Polly Todd flip through 
albums on their kitchen table at their 
Sheridan home.

Polly tells stories of raising kids 
the ranching way and Dick laughs as 
he remembers stories of growing up in 
the Madison Valley.

They tell their stories of the 
experiences they had in Madison 
County like it all happened yesterday, 
but the truth is most of it happened 50 
years ago.

Before she became a Todd, Polly 
Ladue grew up in Sheridan on a 
sheep ranch. Her family also raised 
Registered American Saddle horses. 
That’s how she met Dick. Dick and his 
family used to come over and break 
horses for the Ladue family. Dick was 
five years older than Polly.

Dick grew up with five siblings 
on a ranch four miles west of Ennis. 
His family were cattle ranchers. Dick 
had to ride his horse to school across 
what is now the Madison Meadows 
golf course.

“That’s how I got my windblown 
look,” he says with a laugh. “It took us 
about thirty minutes to get to school. 
Those horses didn’t know how to 
walk. They went at a ‘cat lope.’ If there 

weren’t three gates, we could have 
probably made better time.”

Dick graduated from high school 
in 1941 and enrolled in the Montana 
State Normal School in Dillon, which 
is now the University of Montana 
Western. He recalls paying $50 for his 
books and tuition and milking cows 
and washing dishes for his room and 
board in a boarding house.

After his first spring break, Dick 
returned to Dillon on horseback. He 
made the trip from Ennis in two days 
and made sure to make his arrival 
known once he got back to school. 
Dick rode his horse Dempsey up the 14 
stairs of Main Hall and right through 
the double doors. The head of the 
registrar’s office was not impressed.

“She told me to get out of there,” 
laughs Dick. “And I could tell I 
needed to get Dempsey out of there 
immediately if not sooner.”

Dick attended the normal school 
for a little less than two years before 
enlisting in the Army during World 
War II. At 22-years-old, he went 
through jump school at Fort Benning, 
Ga., to become a paratrooper. The 
jump school was four weeks long and 
the soldiers had to make five jumps. 
Before Dick could complete the 
communications part of his training, 
he came down with a severe case 
of the mumps. While he was in the 

hospital, the United States dropped the 
atomic bomb that would end the war. 
Dick was sent to Japan to serve as the 
quartermaster of perishable supplies 
during the occupation of the country. 

Polly left her sophomore year of 
high school and finished high school in 
Minnesota with her dad’s family. But 
she wouldn’t be gone for long. After 
she graduated 
from Saint Mary’s 
in Minnesota, 
she returned to 
Sheridan.

“There 
was a lot of 
correspondence between the two of 
us,” says Polly. “Lots of letters and lots 
of phone calls.”

In 1947, Polly and Dick got 
married. Polly says she doesn’t 
have any photos of their wedding. 
She knows people took 
pictures but she has never 
seen them.

Their first year of 
marriage brought many 
new adventures. After 
staying at the bunkhouse 
on Dick’s family’s 
ranch, the couple had the 
opportunity to put their 
claim on 160 acres of 
ranchland in the Ruby 
Valley in 1949.

Polly describes the land as a 
swamp at the end of Carey Lane.

“We lived in a tent for a while,” 
Polly says. “It was an army tent with 
two poles that went up. The Equinox 
storm hit that winter. Sometimes it got 
so cold, our oldest son had to sit in his 
high chair with his snowsuit on.”

Dick built a log house on the 
property for 
his family to 
live in and he 
completed much 
of the work on the 
ranch including 
dynamiting ditches 

and building roads.
In addition to starting a sheep 

ranch from nothing, Dick and Polly 
had six kids, four boys and two girls, in 
eight years. The kids grew up learning 
to work.

“I worried about them,” says 
Polly. “They worked on the ranch and 
they had lots of dangerous adventures 
growing up. That’s how Dick grew up, 
not me.”

The Todds continue to flip through 
photos and tell stories about how things 
were back then when logging, mining 
and ranching flourished in Madison 
County. The two have been married for 
over sixty years now but still glow like 
newlyweds.

The two may not own a ranch 
anymore, but they continue to exhibit 
the hardiness and family-oriented 
humor that is unique to a ranching 
lifestyle. The Todds’ welcoming and 
lighthearted outlook is something 
they pass on to their six children, 20 
grandchildren, and the great grandkids.

Photo by Alyse Backus
Polly and Dick Todd have shared all the experiences of raising kids and pursuing a ranching lifestyle in rural Southwestern 
Montana. 

Photo submitted by Polly Todd
Polly and Dick Todd pose for a photo in the 1980's.

Photo by Alyse Backus
Dick Todd sprawls old photos out over the Todd's kitchen table in Sheridan. (The Todds framed what their ranch 
looked like that ran along the Ruby River.) Dick Todd rode his horse right up onto the steps of Old Main Hall at University of Montana 

Western when it was Montana State Normal School.



health & Wellness

RUBY VALLEY 
MEDICAL CLINICS

Sheridan 
210 E Crofoot

(406) 842-5056

Twin Bridges 
104 S Madison
(406) 684-5546

Services Offered:
* Office Visits

* Cardiac Rehab
* Well-Woman Exams

* DOT Physicals
* Sports Physicals

* Well-Child Check-Ups
* Life Insurance Exams

*Acute and Chronic Health Care

Also pleased 
to offer:

* Sliding Scale Program
(based on income)

* Payment Plans
* Accepting Most 

Insurances including 
Medicare & Medicaid

Chris Hartsfield
APRN, FNP-BC

Kathy Tetrault
PA-C

Roman M. 
Hendrickson, M.D

Patrick Watson
PA-C

www.rubyvalleyhospital.com

Thursday, April 25, 2013    

Complete Family
Medical Care:

Pediatrics
Adult Medicine

Geriatrics

Dermatology
Gynecology
Orthopedics

Physical Exams

Call 406.682.4223
to schedule an appointment with a provider 

Call 
to schedule an appointment with a provider 

Call 
of your choice   •  8:30 am to 5:00 pm

305 North Main • Ennis, MT 59729
Clinic access through lower level.

Dr. Curtis Blake,
Family Medicine

Dr. RD Marks,
Family Medicine

Marty Hensel,
PA-C, Family 
Medicine

Morgan Stearns, 
PA-C, Family 
Medicine

Dr. Patrick Holland, 
Gynecology

Dr. Patricia Moran, 
Family Medicine
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Chemistry, Blood Count, TSH, Lipid Panel $60
A1C Screening $10
ABI Testing for Peripheral Artery Disease $30

Aorta Screening  $30
Colon Cancer Screening $5
Heel Cup (Bone Density Screening) $5

Tests Available at Madison Valley Medical Center 
June 3rd - June 7th  •  call 682-6842 to make an appointment

TEST LIST
Chemistry, Blood Count, TSH, Lipid Panel 
A1C Screening 
ABI Testing for Peripheral Artery Disease 

MVMC 
Annual 
Health 
Fair  
June 8

The Mega 
Heart is 

coming to 
Madison 

Valley!

Ruby Valley Hospital Foundation is once again seeking submissions by local amateur 
photographers of 8”x 10” photos with a ¼” border ,suitable for framing and sale for our 
“Sponsor of the Month” fundraiser. This year’s theme is “Our Heritage”. Twelve photos 

will be selected from the submissions. The selected photos will be framed and auctioned off 
at the annual fundraiser event scheduled for July 13th. The photos will each be displayed 

prominently in the Hospital for one month. The photographer and the sponsor will be 
appropriately credited. 

Please submit your photos 
for consideration by 

May 6th to Kassie Marsh 
842-5364. Thank you for 

supporting your local 
hospital in this way.

Want to 
advertise in 

our 
HEALTH & 
WELLNESS 

section?

Call 
Susanne at 

406.682.7755
Join us on Facebook! 
and be the first to get breaking news.

facebook.com /madison ian

Elisabeth Mann RN CDE
Madison Valley Medical Center

The American Heritage Dictionary defines good health as 
soundness of body and mind, freedom of disease or abnormality, a 
condition of optimal wellbeing. 

How do we reach this state of wellbeing? Everyone has the 
power to make positive lifestyle decisions through healthy eating 
and physical activity.

As far as healthy eating is concerned, your body needs the 
right vitamins and minerals and other nutrients to stay healthy. 
A healthy diet can help protect you from heart disease, type 2 
Diabetes and some types of cancer.

A healthy diet means that you are eating vegetables, fruits 
whole grains and fat free or low fat milk products and proteins 
such as seafood, poultry, lean meats, eggs, beans, peas, seeds and 
nuts

• Limit foods high in cholesterol:  High cholesterol does 
not produce symptoms until significant damage has been done. 
Blood testing is the only way to determine your cholesterol level.  
The body produces its own cholesterol as well and high cholesterol 
may run in families.

• Limit foods high in sodium (salt). Nine out of 10 
Americans eat much more sodium than they need. Too much 
sodium increases your risk for health problems such as high blood 
pressure.

• Avoid Trans fats. Trans fats may be in cakes, cookies, 
stick margarines and fried foods. There go the French fries folks! 
Trans fat is considered by some doctors to be the worst type of 
fat.    Trans fat, also called trans fatty acids, both raises your ”bad” 
(LDL) cholesterol and lowers your “good” (HDL) cholesterol.

• Limit Saturated fats: These fats come from animal 
products like cheese, fatty meats, whole milk and butter.

• Limit refined grains: those are food products with refined 
grains that include white bread, noodles, white rice and flour 
tortillas.

• Limit the amount of added sugars, which include honey, 
molasses and syrups.

A healthy diet can keep your body strong and active. By 
making smart food choices, you can help reduce the risk for: Heart 
Disease, Type 2 Diabetes, high blood pressure, some cancers, and 
Bone Loss.

Shop smart at the grocery store; eat a snack at home before 
you go to the store, use a shopping list, if a particular fresh food is 
not available then buy the frozen kind instead of the canned (this 
has a lower sodium content), choose 100 percent whole wheat or 
whole grain bread and crackers, and read the food labels.

Take action!
Making small changes to your eating habits can make a 

difference for your health.
Still confused or have questions? Come and visit Elisabeth 

Mann RN CDE of the Madison Valley Medical Center at the Health 
Fair on June 8, she will be more than happy to assist you with a 
healthy shopping spree and help you interpret all these confusing 
food labels. We’ll see you there!

Eat well to live well
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MADISON & RUBY VALLEY CONSERVATION 
DISTRICTS BANQUET

5:30 PM $25 FOR 
DINNER/MUSIC

$10 MUSIC ONLY (AFTER 8 PM)

CALL 682.7289 OR 842.5741 EXT 101

Elk’s Lodge, Virginia City

SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2013

Dinner by Amy Kelley

DISTRICTS BANQUETDISTRICTS BANQUET

5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM $25 FOR $25 FOR $25 FOR $25 FOR $25 FOR $25 FOR $25 FOR $25 FOR 
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$10 MUSIC ONLY $10 MUSIC ONLY $10 MUSIC ONLY $10 MUSIC ONLY $10 MUSIC ONLY $10 MUSIC ONLY $10 MUSIC ONLY $10 MUSIC ONLY (AFTER 8 PM)(AFTER 8 PM)(AFTER 8 PM)(AFTER 8 PM)(AFTER 8 PM)(AFTER 8 PM)

Elk’s Lodge, Virginia CityElk’s Lodge, Virginia CityElk’s Lodge, Virginia CityElk’s Lodge, Virginia CityElk’s Lodge, Virginia CityElk’s Lodge, Virginia CityElk’s Lodge, Virginia City

Dinner by Amy KelleyDinner by Amy Kelley

Submitted by Melinda Merrill

Last Thursday evening 
a panel of three lenders, Jim 
McNally of First Madison 
Valley Bank, Bob Briggs of 
Valley Bank and Jeff Boyer of 
Bank of the Rockies met with 
a group of people interested in 
moving from renting toward 
homeownership, giving 
information about the continued 
low interest rates and the lending 
process.  Jeff explained the pre-
approval process, Bob spoke 
to the appraisal process, and 
Jim explained the documents 
needed to be approved for a 
loan.  The entire panel answered 
participant questions and helped 
to explore the differences 
between government loans 
(Rural Development, FHA, VA 
and Montana Board of Housing) 
and the traditional, Conventional 

Loan.  
“Seller Concessions, having 

the seller pay up to three percent 
of the closing costs of your loan, 
is just one of the ways to make it 
easier for first time homebuyers 
to get into a loan without having 
to come up with a lot of cash 
money down,” explained Boyer 
which was just one of the many 
ideas bantered about to make the 
lending process easier.  

“In- house loans, bare land 
loans, and construction loans are 
a niche often filled by your local 
banks as the secondary market 
has no options for those types 
of loans,”  McNally and Briggs 
expressed.  “We would like the 
opportunity to continue to serve 
the Ennis community.”

Amanda Harris, First 
American Title Company 
explained title insurance and 
Roberta Maxwell, American 

Land Title Company explained 
the closing process rounding 
out the evening filled with 
good information for anyone 
considering buying a home.

The Lender’s Seminar 
was the second of three 
informational forums (the first 
being the Seller’s Seminar that 
was presented in March) that has 
been sponsored by Prudential 
Real Estate to help those 
interested in buying and selling 
in today’s market.  Anyone that 
was not able to attend but would 
like the information may contact 
Sara Johnson at 570-4249 or 
Melinda Merrill at 596-4288 
and they would be happy to 
get you the packet.  The third 
of the series is the Buyer’s and 
Vendor’s Fair that is scheduled 
for Saturday, August 3. Mark 
your calendars now.   

Prudential Montana Real Estate’s Lender's 
Seminar a success

Submitted by Toni James

The Elling House Arts 
and Humanities Center is very 
pleased to celebrate National 
Poetry Month be presenting 
our second “Famous Friends & 
their Favorite Poems” program 
on Saturday, April 27, at 7 
p.m. We welcome our famous 
friends: Jack Albrecht, Lucy 
Ennis, Bob Erdall, Bill Koch, 
Erin Leonard, Karl Marcus, 
Marilyn Ross, Carma Sinerius, 
Abby Thomas and Jack Waller.  
Each friend has been invited to 

read his or her favorite poem.  
Last year’s program was 

a wonderful mix of humorous, 
touching and thought-provoking 
poetry.  We expect much of the 
same this year, and hope you 
will join us in what promises to 
be an evening of entertainment 
and good fellowship.

The Elling House is 
located at the upper end of East 
Idaho Street, up the hill from 
the Virginia City Fire Dept.  
Admission is by donation and 
open to the public.

Famous Friends & their 
favorite poems

Submitted by Laurie Buyan

Property taxpayers who 
want to appeal the Department 
of Revenue’s valuation of 
their property must do so by 
the first Monday in June or no 
later than 30 days after they 
receive a property assessment 
notice from the Department of 
Revenue, whichever date is 
later.  Once a tax bill arrives, 
it is too late to appeal the 
valuation of the property. 

Appeals must be filed with the 
County Clerk and Recorder 
where the property is located.

The Madison County 
Tax Appeal Board, a three-
person board appointed by 
the County Commissioners, 
will hear all appeals between 
July 1 and December 31.  Not 
all taxpayers will receive a 
property assessment notice 
every year.  If you don’t 
receive an assessment notice 
from the Department of 

Revenue, the first Monday in 
June is the deadline for filing 
the appeal.

Taxpayers must pay their 
taxes under protest if their 
property valuation appeal is 
not resolved by the end of 
November, which is the time 
first half property taxes are 
due.  If the taxes are not paid 
under protest, it will not be 
possible to receive a refund 
if the appeal is decided in the 
taxpayer’s favor.

Members of the Madison 
County Tax Appeal Board are 
Ron Paige, Chairman, Gayle 
Clark, and Gayla Allhands.  
Questions about the Tax 
Appeal Board may be directed 
to Laurie Buyan, the Secretary 
at 406-843-4277 or madco@
madison.mt.gov.  General 
information about the tax 
appeal procedure is available 
on the Montana Tax Appeal 
Board website at www.stab.
mt.gov.

Appealing your property’s valuation
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This Too Shall Pass
Reliving An Annual Affliction

STERLING SILVER JEWELRY
at wholesale prices

We will reopen

May 1, 2013!
with LOTS of NEW stuff!

Also visit us year-round at our 
Bozeman location at 615 E. Mendenhall St. 

or call 406.582.1047

406.682.4136
104 Main Street  ~  Ennis, Montana

Auto • Home • Farm • Business • Health • Life • Worker’s Comp • Contractors

Ennis: 406-682-4215  |  Bozeman: 406-556-0893
Cell: 406-580-0893  |  Fax: 406-556-0896

We have competitive 
auto rates!

Call today to get your free rate quote!

Dean A. Derby, CIC, Agent
21 yrs Experience 

Member, NFU President’s Council, National Sales Honor Award

In Ennis Tuesdays & by Appointment

CARPET STEAM CLEANING
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

SMOKE & WATER RESTORATION

Joe Smithson

682-7354
Serving the Ennis Area

STENDER’S BALDY MOUNTAIN CONSTRUCTION
Steve & Kali Stender

3735 Hwy 287
Sheridan, MT 59749

Home: 406-842-5873
Cell: 406-596-0364

REMODELS • GARAGES/SHOPS
SIDING • ROOFING • HOUSES

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

FREE ESTIMATES - Licensed & Insured

*Serving All of Southwestern Montana* 
Mick & Suzanne Hubner  -  Bob Hubner

Mob.: 406-925-1864 ~ Phone: 406-682-7253 ~ Fax: 406-682-5425
e-mail: hubner@3rivers.net - Ennis, Montana

• Pump Truck Service • Ground Heater Rental
• Footings, Walls, Slabs • 60’ Boom Truck Rental 

• Commercial & Residential Concrete
• Sprayed Foundation Coating & Waterproofing 

• Decorative/Custom Concrete/Stamped & Overlay

FULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTORFULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTORFULL SERVICE CONCRETE CONTRACTOR

 
  

Email The Madisonian @
editor, ads or news@madisoniannews.com

Vennis Over The Hill Unity Group
Faced with a drinking problem?

Perhaps Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
SUazN. - 10 a.m., No Smoking,

Virginia City Library
MON. - Open, 7 p.m., Basement of

M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking
WED. - Closed, 7:30 p.m., Trinity Church

FRI. - Open, 8 p.m., Basement of
M.V. Presbyterian Church, No Smoking

682-3490, 682-7023 Ennis
843-5352 Virginia City

“Keep it Simple.”
A . A .  M E E T I N G
B e t h a n y  H a l l ,  S h e r i d a n

( b e h i n d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h )

W e d n e s d a y s  ~  8  p . m .

E N N I S  A L A N O N
M o n d a y  ~  1 0 : 4 5  a . m .

B a s e m e n t  o f  M a d i s o n  Va l l e y
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  E n n i s

H u g e l  &  C h a r l e s
C A L L  6 8 2 - 5 0 9 7  o r  6 8 2 - 7 0 2 3

ALANON
Twin Bridges   • Church of the Valley

Thursdays, 8 pm

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS

Meeting Every Thurs. at
8 p.m., Church of the
Valley, Twin Bridges

ALANON MEETING
Same Time - Same Place

Cryptoquip Answer: 
I DISLIKE THIS BLEAK PART OF THE HOSPI-
TAL, BUT IT WILL SUFFICE, FOR LACK OF A 

BETTER WARD.

ACA Meeting
12-step program for 

Adult Children of Alcoholics
Bethany Hall-Sheridan | Weds 7 pm

VINTAGE BUNGALOW in LOWER ENNIS has 1,278 SF on 2 levels, 
with 2 BR/ 2 BA + bonus room, family room & wood stove in basement, on 

large corner lot with mature landscaping, seasonal ditch w/ water rights, 
one-car garage + large garage/shop.  Ready to move in!  Motivated Seller!  

227 E. Ennis St.  $185,000.  (MLS #189726) 
one-car garage + large garage/shop. 

   (406)682-4290  •  219 E. Main Street
   P.O. Box 546  •  Ennis, MT 59729

www.arrowreal.com  •  arrow@3rivers.net

The OldesT IndependenT Real esTaTe FIRm In The Valley

2013 RELAY FOR LIFE
Join Us and Support RELAY

On Going Bake Sale at 1st Madison Valley Bank-Bank Team

5/4 Bake Sale at Lions Club Auction-
Avid Aircraft/Greenhouse Building in Ennis 9 a.m.

5/4 Team Ruby Karaoke Night Chicks BarAlder 8 p.m.

For Information about Joining Relay – Call Halsey 580-4277
To Sign Up As a Survivor – Call Maria 682-7283
To Dedicate a Luminaria – Call Cindy 682-3011
To Be a Corporate Sponsor – Call Tana 682-7317

Rich’s Flooring
310 Gallatin Farmers Ave., Belgrade

406-388-7955 or cell 406-209-1168

CARPET ~ TILE ~ LINOLEUM
“For quality you can stand on.”

Paid for by Johnny France | PO BOX 1003 | Ennis, MT 59729

JOHN SCULLY
for 

ENNIS SCHOOL BOARD
THE NAME ‘SCULLY’ HAS BEEN 

SYNONYMOUS WITH THE 
ENNIS EDUCATION SYSTEM, 

HE HAS MY VOTE.

VOTE

HE HAS MY VOTE.

3bd 2bath, mud room, 2-car garage. timber accents, 
tile, circle-sawn fir flooring, “refined rustic” in 
a subdivision on 1.43 acres. Currently under 

construction. Covenants/no mobile homes etc.

Architecturally designed home by Parade of Homes Winner 2012 
Brechbuhler Architects

406 580-8534 HOUSE FOR SALE

Submitted by Leslie Clark

River’s Edge Gallery 
Board members, participating 
artists and interested 
community members met 
Monday, April 8, to discuss 
the future of the River’s Edge 
Gallery in Twin Bridges.  
The River’s Edge Gallery 
first opened in 2010 and has 
enjoyed three successful 
seasons exhibiting and selling 
the work of local artists as well 
as holding regular art classes 
thanks to the dedicated efforts 
of all our volunteers and artists. 

As some current Board 
members are now unable to 
devote the same amount of time 
to the River’s Edge Gallery – 
the Gallery needs volunteers 
to fill the positions of Director 
and Secretary in order for 
the Gallery to continue 
operating as a 501(c) 3 tax-
exempt nonprofit organization 
under the auspices of the 
Twin Bridges Community 

Association.  Unless these 
positions are filled, the River’s 
Edge Gallery may not be able 
to open for the 2013 season.  

Other options for the future 
of the River’s Edge Gallery 
include the Gallery being 
operated as a coop under the 
management of participating 
artists or being operated as a 
private enterprise.  

The Board urges all 
artists & community members 
interested in the future of 
River’s Edge Gallery and/or 
interested in volunteering for 
the positions of Director and 
Secretary to contact Therese 
Hutchinson at 596-5933, 
therese@3rivers.net or Leslie 
Clark at leslie.b.clarkmt@
gmail.com.  Full job 
descriptions will be provided 
upon request.

The next board meeting 
will be held at the River’s Edge 
Gallery, April 29, at 5:30 pm.  
Everyone is invited to attend - 
Refreshments will be served!

Future of River’s 
Edge Gallery

Submitted by William Talbot

The Sheridan Library will 
host the Humanities Montana 
Speakers Bureau program Kid 
Gloves and Brass Knuckles: 
The Life of Nancy Cooper 
Russell with Mary Jane 
Bradbury on Sunday, April 
21. The program will be at 7 
p.m. at the Sheridan Library. 
The presentation is free and 
open to the public. Partial 
funding for the Speakers 
Bureau program is provided 
by a legislative grant from 
Montana’s Cultural Trust and 
the National Endowment for 
the Humanities.

Against the backdrop of 
social and political reform of 
the early 1900s, Nancy Cooper 
Russell was a woman ahead 
of her time. A self-taught 
businesswoman with the 
ability to take charge, Nancy 
helped Charles M. Russell 
become the highest paid living 
artist of his time. Art historians 
consistently give her credit for 

being the reason the world 
has the extraordinary Russell 
paintings and sculptures that 
grace gallery and private 
collections today. Ms. 
Bradbury brings Nancy to life 
to share the story of her chance 
meeting with the Montana 
cowboy artist who would 
become her husband, about 
the world of art that celebrated 
the myth of the west at the 
beginning of the 20th century, 
about the renowned artists and 
celebrities the Russells knew 
as they traveled from New York 
City to the growing California 
suburb called Hollywood.

Mary Jane Bradbury is a 
scholar and actress who brings 
history to life for audiences of 
all ages in the Rocky Mountain 
region. She teaches for the 
Colorado Humanities, and is 
a historic interpreter for the 
Denver Museum of Nature and 
Science.

For more information, 
please call the Sheridan 
Library at 842-5770.

The Sheridan Library 
hosts Humanities Montana 
Speakers Bureau program
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COMMERCIAL LEASE 
FOR RENT

The Montana Heritage Commission 
is renting out a retail space known as “Aunt Julia’s” 

on historic Virginia City main street.  Space is approx. 800 
square feet and is the perfect place for Art, Jewelry 

outlet and/or other “Western” type atmosphere for retailers. 
Rent is paid for the months of June,  July,  

August and September. 

This is the perfect opportunity to sell your merchandise 
for Virginia City’s 150th Anniversary!!!

All interested parties need to call 406-369-8147 
for specific details.  wanted

seasonal help
The Montana Heritage Commission 

is looking to hire up to 12 short Term Seasonal Workers 
in Virginia City, MT. $9.48 – $12.60/hour.  Positions 

will run from approximately mid May – mid September.  
For application information, contact any Job Service or the 

state website to apply online: http://mt.gov/statejobs/statejobs.
asp or call 406-843-5247. Resumes/applications will also 

be accepted at the office at 300 ½ West Wallace St., 
Virginia City. 

Applications will be reviewed as received.

Charles and Sue Bovey Visitor Center 

The Montana Heritage Commission is in process of designing 
and building  a visitor center at the Nevada City Train Depot in 

Honor of Senator Charles and Sue Bovey who played a major role 
in  the restoration and preservation of Virginia City, Montana. 
The Montana Heritage Commission are seeking any photos, 

experiences, and or quotes to help in this project. 
Please call 406-843-5247

Or email photos or information to: eallen@mt.gov

STRATEGIC GROWTH: 1 HOUR 2 PLAN
SAVE TIME AND MONEY AS YOU CREATE YOUR 
BUSINESS GROWTH PLAN ON SINGLE SHEET OF PAPER!

•Discover the keys to build your business
•Clarify strategy & direction

•Align your strategies and efforts
•Be more productive & less stressed

PRESENTER AND FACILITATOR TODD DANIELS, 
Field Engineer Montana Manufacturing 
Extension Center
COST: $49
Includes breakfast, training and growth planning 
materials-Reserve your spot today!

CONTACT:  Julie 406-533-6780 or 
jjaksha@headwatersrcd.org

 
Funded in part with a cooperative 

agreement with the U.S. Small Business 
Administration. This support does not 

express or imply endorsement of 
any good,service, enitity or individual. 

Reasonable accomadations will be made 
if requested at least 2 weeks in advance 

–contact Julie @ 406-533-6780

TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2013
La Quinta Inn  Butte 1 Holiday Park- Rocky 
Mountain Room under Denny’s

8:00 a.m. - Registration and Breakfast
8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. - Presentation and 
Strategic Growth Planning Sessions

Growth Plan Program is valued at $250

Submitted by Gary Forney

The discovery of gold 
in the Alder Gulch in May 
of 1863 not only created 
prodigious wealth, but 
terrible violence, turbulent 
political battles, and attracted 
waves of immigrants from 
virtually every state – 
dozens of countries – and 
all walks of life. Ennis area 
resident Gary R. Forney is 
the author of the recently 
published book “Dawn in El 
Dorado: The Early Mining 
Camps and Settlement of 
the Montana Territory.” 
The book chronicles the 
tragedies, intrigues, and some 
of the colorful characters that 
shaped the formative years of 
the Montana Territory.

As we approach the 
Sesquicentennial of the 
Montana Territory, it is an 
especially appropriate time 
to look back at Montana’s 

dawning years: “This was a 
time when the communities 
and institutions which 
would form Montana were 
awakening, and a time when 
Civil War and the subsequent 
battles of Reconstruction 
were reforming the United 
States. Montana not only 
became a place of refuge 
during this time, but a land 
of new beginnings and 
great hopefulness.” Copies 
of “Dawn in El Dorado” 
(332ppg) are now available in 
both softcover and hardcover; 
contact your local bookstore.

Forney has written 
several articles and 
previously published three 
books on early “Montana 
history: Thomas Francis 
Meagher: Irish Patriot, 
American Yankee,” “Montana 
Pioneer; Discovery Men” and 
“It Takes All Kinds: Stories 
from Virginia City.”

The birth of Montana

Photo and caption by Regan Goettle
 

Our little ones have been working hard to 
bring you their best talent in the art show on 
April 30. Art donated from our local artists is 

on display at First Madison Valley Bank this 
week for early bids on the items you may 

be interested inbefore the show on Tuesday 
evening. The AAA fundraiser is April 30; at 

5:30 in the Elementary School Cafeteria. 
The art of our children will be on display. Art 
from local artists will be on display for silent 
auction bids as well. The funds raised from 

this event will benefit the families of the new 
Summer Program. It will be available to the 

community for those older children who 
need a place to go have fun with friends in 
a safe environment. Don't forget the spring 
concert follows the art auction at 7:00 p.m  

in the High School Gym. Come enjoy the 
visual and audio arts while you give support 

to our community and our schools.

Young 
ArtistsSubmitted by Bob Taylor

On Saturday, May 4, the Ruby 
Valley Chamber of Commerce will 
again sponsor the Sixth Annual Buy 
Local Business Expo. This event will 
be held at the fairgrounds in Twin 
Bridges from 9-2 p.m. 

Over 40 local vendors will be 
on hand to provide information 
regarding their products and services.

Vendors include gardening and 
lawn care specialists, health and 
beauty supplies, home and business 
products, artists and artwork, pet care 
services and many more. 

There will be a free child ID 
program and free food and drink. 

There will also be drawings 
for four $50 door prizes. This event 
is free and open to everyone and 
showcases the diverse nature of local 
Ruby Valley businesses. 

Expo 
features 
local 
products
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m o o n l i g h t b a s i n . c o m  .  ( 4 0 6 )  9 9 3 - 6 0 7 4  .   

*

T B  C  

Clint Rouse, Division President—your neighbor and agriculture lending partner for 39 years.
110 South Idaho Street • www.bankofcommerce.org • 406-683-2393

same dirt bootson
my

I have the

as yours.

12-SBT-046
Dirt on Boots Ag Lending—Clint
COLOR
Size: 6col x 4
Runs: Madisonian 4/25/13

Want to 
advertise in 

our 
HEALTH & 
WELLNESS 

section?

Call 
Susanne at 

406.682.7755

Anyone ready to help collect tires on the hill will get their chance on Saturday the 27. We will have two 
four-hour work sessions.  Meet in front of the Charles B and High School Saturday at 9 a.m. or at 1 p.m. 
to carpool up to the hill.  Friday's workgroup of 15 volunteers worked hard to stage the property for next 
Saturday's tire collection day. So if you can help, clear 4 hours out of your schedule Saturday and if you 
are up to it all day.

HELP REBUILD THE "S"

Submitted by Bill Mercer
At the regular meeting of the Ennis Lions Club, Bill Mercer presented a check for over $900 as a dona-
tion from his Clearwater Montana Real Estate office.  Each year Bill takes a percentage of his gross 
commissions and donates to the Ennis community.  This year Bill donated  checks to the Madison Hospi-
tal Foundation, Ennis Boys Scouts, Madison River Foundation and the Ennis Lions Club.  After conferring 
with the Lions Club Board, Bill decided to make the donation to the Lions Club Park.  The monies will 
be used for four new park benches with seating.  Many of the old park benches were in need of much 
repair and the new benches will be of a material that will be long lasting.

The Gift of Giving
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At the end of our journey 
to central Oregon, we arrive at 
the Madras Fairgrounds, and 
are met with big hugs.  Rows 
of equipment are beginning to 
come together.  As the week 
progresses, more and more 
iron equipment arrives¬shiny 
horse-drawn mowers, rakes, 
cultivators, and plows, rusty 
piles of harnesses, wagon 
tongues, eveners, singletrees, 
and doubletrees. Chariots, 
people haulers, sleighs, 
wagons, fore carts and family!

There are more young 
families than you’d expect 
–babies in front packs and 
toddlers in cowboy hats 
following in their father’s 
footsteps.  And there are those 
of the generation that farmed 
with horses because there was 
no other way and the gran 
parents may have a new cane, 
a new small dog but the same 
warm and friendly smile.  

An army of volunteers 
meets the trailer loads of 
equipment–forklifts move 
the heavy equipment out to 
the yard.  There is an indoor 
arena full of Western treasures, 
bridles, pack equipment, 
Americana and carriages.  
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
the singsong chant from the 
Auctioneer can be heard all 
over the fairgrounds.  Even 
though everyone has a cell 
phone, it can be easy to forget 
what decade it is.  This lifestyle 
reminds us of decades gone by, 
of a slower time and for those of 
us crazy enough – provides us 
young folk with the opportunity 
to farm and sustain our country 
life style.  Instead of farming 
in high-speed fashion with a 
powerful tractor, the people at 
this sale are content to spend the 
day behind a team of horses – 
working with the animals to till 
the land.  Time slows down and 
the moment is all that matters 

– that Zen-like peace is hard to 
find at the busy Small Farmer’s 
Journal Draft Horse Equipment 
Auction and Swap Meet but 
you will find the happy smiles 
of people who consider you 
family just for coming through 
the gate.  

The same weekend, my 
sister-in-law attended a chicken 
show in Portland – a cacophony 
of roosters and feathers on par 
with the cinematic parody, 
“Best in Show.” One of 
our most favorite parts of 
our journeying westward is 
stopping by my sister-in-law’s 
winery (Domaine Pouillon) in 
Lyle, Wash., on the North rim 
of the Columbia Gorge.     

We are lucky to have the 
resources we do as venture into 
our sustainable lifestyle. 

Twin Bits

The Buy Local Business 
Expo will be held at the 
fairgrounds on May 4 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. There are still 
a few vendor spaces available 
for Ruby Valley businesses.  
Call Bob Reimard at 842-7900 
to reserve a space.

There is a Mother’s Day 
Brunch May 12 from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the historic Ruby Hotel 
on Main Street in Sheridan a 
fundraiser to benefit Jackson’s 
Garden. The buffet will include 
breakfast casseroles and 
stratas, quiche, potatoes, fresh 
fruit, muffins, croissants with a 
custom dessert bar including 
assorted cheese cakes, carrot 
cake, pie, etc. Coffee, tea 
and juice included. Mimosas 
available!! $20 per person, 
ages 12 and under $10, age 3 
and under free. Reservations 
recommended. Call Carla at 
842-7956.

Sarah Miller, 
For the Madisonian

Small Farmer’s Equipment Auction, Part Two

During early spring, we 
see new life that comes with 
warmer days and greater 
sunlight.  This period of 
regrowth reminds us of our 
own connection to the land 
and our reliance on our 
resources for survival.  It’s 
also timely for us to honor 
stewardship and conservation, 
important values that deserve 
recognition and gratitude.  

This season features 
several designated dates:  
April 22 is Earth Day, April 
26 is Arbor Day, April 28-
May 5 is Soil and Water 
Stewardship Week.  These 
dates help to promote wise 
use of our resources and 
adoption of activities that 
help us live lightly on the 
land.  

History has taught us 
that small steps make a big 
difference, and we offer four 
suggestions to honor the 
theme of stewardship and 
conservation:

1. Reduce/Reuse/
Recycle:  Become familiar 
with the everyday products 
that are in your home or 
business that create less 
waste.  Products that have 
one-time use often have long 
term effects.  Use items that 
can be used again.  Know 
what items can be recycled 
when you’re done with 
them.  Madison County has 
recycling bins in several 
areas, with plastic, glass, and 

cardboard bins for everyone’s 
use.  

2. Educate Yourself:  
Attend one of the many local 
events that provide learning 
lessons on how landowners 
can better manage their land 
or help protect our resources.  
Local CD and NRCS offices 
have lots of printed materials 
relevant to this area available 
at no cost to you.

3. Plant a Tree:  It is 
said that the best time to 
plant a tree is 20 years ago, 
and the second best time is 
today.  Trees provide crucial 
support for many species and 
they add aesthetic value to 
our lives.   

4. Get outside (and 
bring a child with you):  The 
more we are surrounded by 
the natural world, the more 
we will value the simple 
things in life that we are 
provided for free.  Watch a 
sunset.  Smell the soil.  Look 
for birds.  Plant a garden.  
Slow down long enough to 
see the things that connect us 
to the landscape.  

 Let’s all take a moment 
to honor the stewardship 
decisions that have helped 
protect what we value, and 
consider what more we can 
do.  The stewardship and 
conservation activities that 
we adapt may seem small 
now, but they may prove to 
be very important to the next 
generation. 

Spring’s Theme of 
Stewardship and 

Conservation

Earlier in the week, gold 
prices experienced the largest, 
two-day decline in history. Silver 
and gold values on those frantic 
days dropped the most since 
1980. It was a wreck. Here is my 
newspaper column from February 
25, 2011, titled “Silver Thursday”, 
that touches on the background to 
the collapse with precious metals 
that took place way back in history.

***
“The news media was quick 

this week to discuss the fact that 
silver prices rallied to a high not 
seen since March 1980. What they 
failed to mention, however, is that 
silver values are finally above the 
pivotal levels of March 27, 1980, a 
trading session referred to as Silver 
Thursday. It was on that ominous 
day, that panic selling in the silver 
pits of Chicago spilled over to the 
stock and all commodity markets, 
causing both to take an unusually 
hard shellacking.

But first, some background. 
In 1973, the Hunt family of 
Texas was possibly the richest 
family in the nation. As a hedge 
against inflation, the two Hunt 
brothers decided to buy silver 
because private citizens at the 
time could not buy gold. In 1979, 
in partnership with some very 
well healed Arabs, they formed 
a silver pool, amassing more 
than 250 million ounces of silver, 
approximately half the worlds 
supply.

In 1973, when the Hunts 

began slowly buying up silver, 
the price was trading below $2 an 
ounce. In early 1979, the market 
was up to $5 an ounce and by early 
1980, prices hit the $50 an ounce 
range.

Purchasing a silver-futures 
contract in the 1970s required a 
margin of roughly $2000. Thus, 
a rally from $5 an ounce to $50 
represented a $225,000 return on 
investment. Of course, no one then 
or now is clever enough buy the 
actual low. Or, sell the actual the 
high of any market. But in theory, 
buying silver futures on margin 
in early 1979 could have reaped 
lifestyle-altering profits in less 
than 12 months.

During 1979 and the opening 
months of 1980, as silver prices 
rose into the stratosphere, the 
media was touting the bull market 
on a daily basis. The rally and 
ensuing news coverage so incensed 
the Chairman of Tiffany & Co., 
the world famous jewelry store, 
that he ran a full page ad in the 
New York Times stating bluntly, 
“We think it is unconscionable for 
anyone to hoard several billion, 
yes billion, dollars worth of silver 
and thus drive the price up so high 
that others must pay artificially 
high prices for articles made of 
silver from baby spoons to tea 
sets, as well as photographic film 
and other products.”

The Hunt brothers and their 
Arab partners may have had a 
corner on the silver market but 

they were also trading on margin. 
As we all know, or should know, 
trading on margin is a double-
edged sword. When the market is 
going your way, trading on margin 
is a thing of wonder. When the 
market turns, however, margin 
becomes a nightmare as “calls” 
are generated. And if the “calls” 
are not met by putting up more 
money, the owners are forced to 
liquidate existing positions so the 
calls can be met and killed.

The historic, euphoric, 
giddy, lifestyle-altering silver 
bull market finally ended when 
the New York Metals Market 
(COMEX) and intervention by the 
Federal Reserve to put an end to 
the lucrative game.

COMEX ruled that no new 
buying could enter the market and 
the only trades accepted were for 
liquidation of long positions. The 
lack of buying meant there were 
more sellers than buyers and silver 
prices began to leak profusely.

The decline with silver 
prices ultimately triggered a $100 
million margin call for the Hunts 
on March 27, 1980. Because they 
did not have the funds to meet the 
call and facing a potential loss of 
nearly $2 billion, they were forced 
to dump so many silver contracts 
onto the market that the price fell 
from $21.62 to $10.80 an ounce. 
Silver prices on that one fateful 
Thursday fell $54,100 per futures 
contract.

The horrific decline with 

silver spilled over to other 
commodity markets, causing 
huge losses. The Dow was also 
impacted, as fears that some Wall 
Street firms and banks might 
collapse if the Hunt brothers could 
not meet their debt obligations. On 
Silver Thursday, the Dow fell 16 
percent.

According to Wikipedia, 
“The Hunts lost over a billion 
dollars through this incident but 
the family fortunes survived. 
However the value of their assets 
(mainly holdings in oil, sugar 
and real estate) declined steadily 
during the 1980s, and their 
estimated net wealth declined 
from $5 billion in 1980 to less 
than $1 billion in 1988.” And in 
1988, the brothers were found 
responsible for civil charges of 
conspiracy to corner the market 
in silver. This forced the brothers 
to declare bankruptcy, in one of 
the biggest such filings in Texas 
history.”

In June of 1982, in the midst 
of the worst U.S. economy since 
the, Great Depression, silver 
prices hit a nadir of $4.98 an 
ounce, down from $50 seen only 
two years earlier. A 90 percent 
decline!

Silver Thursday and the 
events that followed may have 
been long ago, but I remember 
them well even though at the time, 
I was in kindergarten. 

History does have a way of 
repeating itself. It did this week.

By Jerry Welch for The MadisonianCommodityInsite.com
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Sunni Heikes-Knapton
Madison Watershed 

Coordinator

My first memorable 
encounter with the audibly 
challenged took place when I was 
eleven-years-old.  Because I had 
a newspaper route at the time, 
ornery canines were a fact of life. 
Therefore, I thought it wise to 
purchase a newly 
touted whistle 
that sounded 
a decibel level 
that, while not 
discernable to 
humans, was 
intolerable 
to dogs. The 
next morning, 
sure enough, a 
fanged fido came 
racing toward 
me growling 
menacingly. 
While blowing 
my wonder whistle, with 
eyeball-bulging effort, I watched 
incredulously as the obviously 
deaf fleabag bit my ankle. 
I quickly retreated with my 
foolproof bite-preventer still 
clamped in my teeth.  While I 
couldn't imagine it at the moment, 
that dog's impairment was to play 
a major role in my own later life.    

Some years afterward, 
during my military service, the 
Army's legendary love affair with 
thunderous explosives caused me 
to develop a condition known as 
"tinnitus."  Simply put, tinnitus 
is a loud ringing in the ears.  
Obviously, individuals such as 
myself struggle to comprehend 
much of what is going on 
around them. Regrettably, this 
conspicuous condition is often 
misconstrued as dimwittedness.  

Additionally, folks blessed 
with normal hearing just assume 
sound-hindered folks experience 
a comparatively tranquil internal 
environment. On the contrary, for 
those enduring tinnitus, the din 
inside their heads never ceases. 
As a result, I have been a card-
carrying member of the "Say 
What? " society for over forty 
years.   

Over the years, my lack of 
sound perception prowess has 
resulted in some noteworthy 
experiences. For example, 
encouraged by threats of 
physical maltreatment by family 
and friends, I invited a man to 
demonstrate a hearing aid at my 
house.  After tinkering with the 
device, he inserted it into my 
ear. By that time, I had need of 
the restroom.  Upon flushing 
the pot, I nearly jumped through 

the bathroom window!  To my 
previously naive hearing orifices, 
the raucous roar sounded as 
though a bomb had just exploded 
beneath my backside. Clearly, I 
had forgotten why a toilet is often 
called a "thunder mug." 

Thankfully, 
there are some 
advantages to 
being audibly 
challenged. For 
instance, I am no 
longer invited to 
go rattlesnake 
hunting.  I easily 
avoid jury duty. 
Perhaps most 
gratifying, I 
haven't trampled 
any innocent 
children, as the 
result of a sonic 

boom, in years.
On another seldom-

considered note, it is important 
to recognize that the audibly 
challenged make life more 
stimulating for others. For 
instance, imagine how boring 
conversation would be without 
people like myself. Rather than 
just sitting around like a group 
of whispering bores, the sound-
discernment-deprived add the 
drama of shouting, extremity-
flailing animation, and spirited 
efforts at drawing pictures in 
the air. Just try having a private 
conversation in a public place 
with a "say what" person. Then, 
consider the strangers who would 
otherwise be deprived of the 
juicy tidbits of said "confidential" 
exchange.   

Actually, I consider that I 
hear tolerably well so long as 
there is no significant background 
noise, such as a housefly stomping 
across the ceiling. Further, I 
honestly believe that if my cranial 
clamor were ever to suddenly 
cease, I would be reduced to a 
blithering wretch within minutes. 
So, all things considered, things 
could be a lot worse.   

Finally, in a ringing 
endorsement of "say what" 
sufferers everywhere, I even 
forgave that ill-tempered dog 
of my youth.  Grudgingly, I 
had to admit that if I had been 
confronted by a scarlet-faced, 
swollen-cheeked, onion-eyed life 
form silently stalking toward my 
house, I might have mauled the 
ominous looking alien myself.

Art lives in Harrison, Montana.  
His essays, stories and poetry, 
have been published in regional 
newspapers and literary magazines.

Art Kehler

HOLLOWTOP 
SMOKE SIGNALS

By Art Kehler
for The Madisonian

Say What?
Reflections on a Life Poorly Heard

VEHICLES FOR SALE
Cheapest Fords, 

Dodge Ram Pickups, 
Chryslers, & Jeeps. 

Trades Accepted

1-877-GOT-WOLF
1-877-468-9653

P.O. Box 56  |  Sheridan, MT  |  59749

Dan KenwOrThy
kenworthyelectr ic.com

Ph. (406)842.5865 Fax (406)842.7373

Serving all of Madison County

Attention: Piano Tuner
Servicing the Area this Week

GREG DAILEY PIANO SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL TUNING & REPAIR

30 Years Experience
Trained by Leading Piano Manufacturers

Schools • Churches • Teachers • Homes

406-570-9941
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“Stick With The Best!”

BOWMAN
APPLIANCE SERVICEAPPLIANCE SERVICEAPPLIANCE SERVICE

1035 S. Main St.1035 S. Main St. · Butte, Montana  59701Butte, Montana  59701
(406) 723-6797(406) 723-6797

We Work On All Major Brands.We Work On All Major Brands.
In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas In Ennis, Sheridan and Twin Bridges and surrounding areas 

EVERY WEDNESDAY
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Breakfast & Lunch Menu
ENNIS

Lunch includes: fresh salad/fruit bar & milk

Thursday - April 25
Breakfast - Cinnamon rolls

Lunch - Baked chicken

Friday - April 26
Breakfast - Scrambled eggs and bagels

Lunch - Philly steak

Monday - April 29
Breakfast - Donuts

Lunch - Enchiladas

Tuesday - April 30
Breakfast - Waffles and sausage links

Lunch - Chicken strips, mac & cheese

HARRISON
Thursday - April 25
Breakfast - Muffins

Lunch - Hamburger stew

Friday - April 26
Breakfast - Pigs in a blanket

Lunch - Build your own sandwich/salad bar

Monday - April 29
Breakfast - Waffles, fruit

Lunch - Bean & cheese burrito

Tuesday - April 30
Breakfast - Mrs. J's maple bars

Lunch - Meatball marinara subs

SHERIDAN
FYI: Breakfast meals are served with toast

Lunch meals are served with fresh romaine & spinach salad 

and a vegetable bar which includes:

Carrots, tomato, broccoli, kidney or garbanzo beans

Thursday - April 25
Breakfast - Cereal, fruit, pancakes

Lunch - Stromboli, salad

 TWIN BRIDGES
All breakfast menus include: toast, fruit, milk, juice

All lunch menus include: salad bar, fruit, cold milk

Thursday - April 25
Breakfast - Choice of cereal, yo jos

Lunch - Chow mein

Friday - April 26
Breakfast - Fruit cobbler

Lunch - Baked potato bar

Monday - April 29
Breakfast - Biscuits & gravy

Lunch -Pizza

Tuesday - April 30
Breakfast - Choice of cereal, cinnamon roll

Lunch - Polish or hot dogs, sauerkraut

Prayer requests:
682-4788     843-5296     842-7713

Find Fellowship With Us

HARRISON
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Harrison, Montana
Adult Bible Study ~ 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School &
Church Services ~ 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Joe Miller
Come Worship & Sing Praises 
To Our God. Spread the Word!

ENNIS ASSEMBLY 
OF GOD

Love God, Love People

Pastor Charles Tucker
SUNDAY SERVICE

Schedule
Bible Study 

Worship Service 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Church 10:45

Dayspring Church
Worship 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Nursery

Non-Denominational Christ 
Centered, Spirit Led Worship

Reverend Joel Trenkle

Christian Science
Society

Sunday Service &
Sunday School 10 a.m.
1st & 3rd Wednesdays

Testimony Meetings 1 p.m.
ALL WELCOME

Each week a Bible lesson full of
healing Christian concepts is read

aloud in our Sunday service.
4983 US Hwy 287 N. • Ennis, Montana

www.spirituality.com

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life:

Dr. Ray Teston
Pastor

Sunday School ~ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship ~ 11:00 a.m.
5050 Hwy 287, PO Box 668, Ennis, MT

Phone 682-4244   SBC
MADISON VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Aides for the hearing impaired

CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Ennis Branch

Sacrament Meeting
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School
11:20 a.m. 

R S & Priesthood
12:10 p.m.

Family History Center
682-4911, 682-7415, 682-3614
Pres. Thompson 682-7415

133 MT Hwy 287

Rocky Mountain
Baptist Church
Vern Grotzke, Pastor

682-4949

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m.
Mid-Week Service,
Wednesday 6 p.m.

606 Comley Way, Ennis
6 Blocks South of City Complex

Located in the heart of
Madison Valley for the

Hearts of Madison Valley

Madison County Episcopal Churches

Join Us for Sunday Worship!
In full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

St. Paul’s
Virginia City

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Christ Church
Sheridan

Sunday

10:00 a.m.
Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

www.rvec.org

Ruby Valley United
Methodist Parish
Invites You To Worship With Us
 
Pastor Ben Nardi
Office: (406)842-5934
Home: (406)842-7732
 
Church of  the Valley
Twin Bridges
Sunday School 11:00 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
 
Bethel UMC
Sheridan
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
Extreme Faith Youth Group
Sunday Evenings
 
Ready Set Grow Preschool
Contact Kaycee Gilman 842-5311

Your Local Assembly of God Church
114 N. Main, Sheridan

842-5845

Pastor Lonnie Horn

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.  (Children’s Ministry)

Tuesday Night
6:30-8:00  p.m.

Adult Bible Study and Prayer

Wednesday (Kids/Youth)
6:30-8:00 p.m.

Kid’s Club (3 yrs-4th grade)
Pre-Teen Youth Group (5th-6th grade)

Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Ruby Valley Food Pantry
Saturdays: 10:00 a.m.-Noon 

New Hope Pregnancy Support Center 
Call Kathleen at 596-1080

We are a church dedicated
to serving this valley!

          Madison
          Valley
          Presbyterian
          Church

WORSHIP
September - April ~ 11 a.m.

May - August ~ 9 a.m.

Everyone Welcome
Rev. Jean M. Johnson

682-4355  ~  Ennis
Corner of S. Charles & W. Hugel

451-3923 or 1-800-UNITE
www.baha’i.org

THE 
BAHA’I FAITH
When a thought of war 
comes, oppose it by a 

stronger thought of peace. 
A thought of hatred must 
be destroyed by a more 
powerful thought of love.

Trinity
Jeffers/Ennis

11:00 a.m.

Liturgy Schedule

St. Patrick, Ennis
Sunday ~ 10:30 a.m.

St. Mary, Laurin
Sunday ~ 8:30 a.m.

Deacon Andy Dorrington,
Pastoral Administrator ~ 842-5588

402 Madison Ave - Ennis, MT
589-4107

SUNDAY SERVICES
9:30  a.m. 

Alder School
SATURDAY

6 p.m. (contemporary)

Christ-centered, 
Bible Based Teaching
Open Question Forum

Tel. 406-842-5915

596-0707   •   3648 Hwy 287
Between Sheridan & Twin Bridges

Terrible things have happened this last week.  So many people's 
lives changed forever.  Seems that we have came to a time in all of 
ours lives that whether we like it or not, we have to be on our toes 
all the time, keep an eye always open to something or someone that 
is not quite right, never letting our dukes down, for then you and our 
family become vulnerable.  Our world has changed, like it or not.  

Hard to believe that the fertilizer plant in Texas blew up, now it 
says they had much more explosive material than they should have 
had, didn't have their paper work done right and had been passing 
federal audits. Feds say their budget for those audits is too small 
to do the job right. Maybe instead of giving money to groups to 
research how may times a cow belches in a month or if you really can 
weaver baskets underwater, that money should be put into budgets 
for safety first!   

Much sympathy goes out to all those families and friends that 
have lost loved ones last week and prayers and best wishes certainly 
go out to all those hurt. “United we stand, divided we fall.”

My dad's 90th birthday was this week.  Went down to see him, 
asked him how he was doing. He looked at me and said, "Gail I am 
tired. I am tired myself and I am tired that so many people just don't 
do the right things anymore.  I decided that all I want anymore is for 
my wife, kids, and grandkids to respect me and my way of thinking 
and think good of me."  

I tried to tell Dad that he just has to stop worrying about 
everyone.  He just laughed at me, and said, “Oh yeah, teach me how 
to do that; and what else do I have to do?” Guess he is right.  It is 
kind of like that song Conway Twitty sings, "That's my job; that's 
what I do, everything I do is because of you, to keep you safe; that's 
my job you see..."

I see that the Memorial Day decorations are out and for sale 
now. Good grief wasn't the Christmas decorations just out? Time just 
flies so fast when you are having fun. I received a college graduation 
announcement from my niece Brianna; eight years in college and it 
seems like to me that she just went off to start college. All I know 
for sure is that my brother would be so proud of her graduating, and 
becoming a pharmacist. Many times not everyone that is cheering 
for us and proud of us is visible.  They are locked in our hearts and 
souls. 

Area track meets have been having a heck of a time getting the 
weather to host a track meet. The recent snow that fell Monday will 
certainly cancel track meets on Tuesday. District track meet is only 
2 1/2 weeks away. 

So what have we learned this week?  A six-word formula for 
success: Think things through, and then follow through.

Some times good things fall apart so better things can fall 
together.  Don’t think of cost, think of value.

Sometimes you need to distance yourself to see things clearly.  
Too many people buy things they don’t need with money they don’t 
have to impress people they don’t know!  If you really want to do 
something, you’ll find a way. If you don’t, you’ll find an excuse.  
If you expect the world to be fair with you because you are fair, 
you’re fooling yourself. That’s like expecting the lion not to eat you 
because you didn’t eat him.

May Day is right around the corner, hopefully we don't have six 
inches of snow! 

"Just when the caterpillar thought the world was ending, he 
turned into a butterfly."  

around the 
Wood Stove

by Gail Banks

Area Senior Meals
Senior meals, Virginia City

Senior meals now being served in Virginia City for 
citizens 60 and over every Tuesday and Thursday at 
the Creamery for a nominal fee of  $3. Lunches served 
11:30-12 p.m.

Meals for seniors, Twin Bridges
The TBS&CC provides Meals for Seniors every Tuesday 
and Friday at 11:30 a.m. at the Wagon Wheel Restau-
rant in Twin Bridges for seniors 60 years and up. (Spouse 
and caregivers are invited.) Sign-in is requested and 
donation can be provided.

Ruby Valley Food Pantry, Sheridan
Open Saturdays from 10-12 p.m. Located at 114 N. 
Main St. in New Beginnings. Serving the Ruby Valley 
from Silver Star to Virginia City. Contact Doris at 842-
7161 or Wannetta at 842-5783 for 
more information.

It is hard to believe, 
considering the temperatures 
and the new snow received, 
but fire season is upon us. 
The Madison Valley Rural 
Fire Department responded to 
another wildland fire last week 
and our sister departments in 
the Ruby Valley have already 
suppressed several wildland 
fires this spring. Though 
the vegetation in the area is 
starting to green up, there are 
still a lot of dead tinder dry 
grasses throughout the valley 
and countywide. Please be 

careful with debris and land 
clearing fires, as there is great 
potential for rapid spread if 
you lose control of your fire.

On April 18 at 2:52 p.m. 
the MVRFD was dispatched 
to a wildlands fire on Sun 
Ranch Road. The MVRFD 
responded two Engines and a 
Tender with five firefighters. 
The U.S. Forest Service Fire 
Management Officer and one 
USFS Engine responded as 
did Sun Ranch personnel. 
Firefighters battled the fire 
for almost three hours. The 

fire was contained at 8.2 
acres. Suppression efforts 
were aided by a lack of wind 
in the area.

If you have any questions 
or concerns, Madison Valley 
Rural Fire Chief Shawn 
Christensen invites you to 
contact us at 682-3311. We 
look forward to hearing from 
you. If no one is available, 
please leave a message and we 
will return your call as soon 
as possible. Remember, you 
can get up-to-date emergency 
information at the Madison 
County Montana Emergency 
Information web site, at http://
madison.homestead.com/. 
Please visit our home page at 
www.mvrfd.org/. Remember 
to sign our guest book and let 
us know what you think.

MADISON VALLEY RURAL FIRE DEPARTMENT

fireline
By Steve Orr   |   Madison Valley Rural Fire Department

Available Mon.-Fri. at Ruby Valley Hospital
220 E. Crofoot, Sheridan, MT 59749-9508 406-842-5081

Orthopedic & Sports Injuries
Total Joint Rehabilitation
Back & Neck Care
Sore Stressed Muscles
Tension Headaches & Chronic Pain

Self Care
Home Safety

Adaptive Equipment
Hand, Wrist - & Elbow Syndromes 

Neurological Rehabilitation

Ruby Valley Hospital Physical Therapy
Occupational & Speech Therapy

Hands on care for all your body needs.

Get 
Results.

advertise in
The Madisonian
406-682-7755



All the Listings, All the Time... PruMT.com
406.682.5002 | 123 East Main Street | Ennis

406.842.5650 | 118 South Main Street | Sheridan
406.684.5686 | 106 North Main Street | Twin Bridges

surrounded by USFS

mountain stream

semi remote cabin

20+/-acres

diesel generator

#177826   $295,000  

S BOULDER RD • CARDWELL

1011 DOUGLAS ST • VIRGINIA CITY
NEW LISTING
5 bd 3 ba 3,736+/-sf
custom built
views galore
motivated seller
#189525  $279,900 
406.682.5002

All the Listings, All the Time... PruMT.com
406.682.5002 | 123 East Main Street | Ennis

406.842.5650 | 118 South Main Street | Sheridan
406.684.5686 | 106 North Main Street | Twin Bridges

79 MILL CREEK RD • SHERIDAN
2 bd 1 ba 2,800+/-sf
2.5+/- acres
Mill Creek Frontage
walk-out basement
open floor plan
#181820  $259,000 
406.842.5650

58 CENTURION WAY • WHITEHALL
1.02+/- acres
1,896+/-sf  log 1 level
3 bed, 2 bath w/garage
open floor plan
new flooring
#186627  $174,900
406.684.5686

DOUGLAS ST • VIRGINIA CITY
half an acre
top of the world views
in the NW hills
power & phone
water near property
#161732  $47,500 
406.842.5650

UNFINISHED BLDG • TWIN BRIDGES
25.5’ x 62’ bldg
50 X 184 sqft lot
concrete walls
permanent foundation
residential/commercial
#186520  $39,000 
406.684.5686

102 CENTENNIAL DR • PONY
NEW LISTING
2 bd 2 ba 2,400+/-sf
1.64+/- acres
numerous lots
variety of outbldgs
#189481  $540,000
406.682.5002

MILLIGAN CREEK • THREE FORKS
238 +/- acres
on Milligan Creek
outside of town
county road access
ideal location
#185689  $470,000 
406.682.5002

43 BADGER RD • ENNIS
1,232+/-sf  2 bd, 2 ba
5+/-acres
top-end appliances
outbuildings
covered deck
#182576  $299,000 
406.682.5002

RIVERBEND RANCH • CAMERON
3 bd, 3 ba 4,236+/-sf
22+/- riverfront acres
angler’s dream
personal boat launch
custom-designed pond
#188289  $2,295,000
406-551-0713

13 RUSTIC TRAIL • SHERIDAN
pristine 14+/-acres
along Indian Creek
3 bed, 3 bath 3,960+/-sf
11 stall barn
darling guest cabin
#186051  $650,000 
406.842.5650

10 WOOD DUCK RD • ENNIS
PRICE REDUCED
4 bd, 2.5 ba 3,008+/-sf
4.1+/- acres
see thru dual fireplace
wood floors & built ins
#183024  $615,000 
406.682.5002
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Colter’s Run
38 EQUESTRIAN - COUNTRY LOTS

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
Three Forks, Montana

No Minimums - No Reserves - Sells To Highest Bidders Regardless Of Price

TUESDAY, APR 30th • 6:00 PM
AUCTION HELD AT THE “HILTON GARDEN INN” • BOZEMAN, MT

Musser Bros, Inc. (406) 652-2266

More Info More Pictures More Auctions

COLTER’S RUN •• A planned Equestrian Ranchette Subdivision near the point where the 
Jefferson, Madison & Gallatin Rivers converge to form the Missouri River. Conveniently 
located SW of I-90 and Hwy 287 junction, makes for a short commute to Bozeman. 

The subdivision offers two community parks with amenities that include covered pavilion, 
picnic areas, fire pit, volleyball court, horseshoe pits and playground equipment. Horses 
are allowed on the property but governed by the covenants.

TERMS & CONDITIONS 
Down payment of $1,000 per lot due in 
personal check day of auction. Balance 
will be due on or before closing in three 
(3) weeks. • Offered individually. Lender 
has said lots sell to the highest bidder 
regardless of price. NO RESERVES or 
MINIMUM BIDS.  5% Buyer’s Premium

Complete T&C online at www.mbauction.com

INFRASTRUCTURE INFO
Paved roadway throughout
Gas: NW Energy 
Electricity underground: Vigilante Power
Telephone: Qwest
Sewer: Private septics
Water: Private wells

PERSONNEL ON-SITE 
Saturday, Apr 20 • 10-4; Sunday, Apr 28 • 10-4
Welcome to drive through anytime on your 
own. Lots are signed

 

Over 40 Local 
Vendors Providing

PRODUCTS/SERVICES/DISPLAYS

Something for Everyone!

SATURDAY, MAY 4
TWIN BRIDGES FAIRGROUNDS

9 am to 2 pm

 
BUY LOCAL 
Business Expo 

6th Annual

FREE FOOD & DRINK
(Thanks to Main Street Market)

FREE CHILD ID
(Thanks to NY Life)

CASH DOOR PRIZES!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

RUBY VALLEY

Contact BoB at 842-7900 or info@alamoaviationart.com 
for more information.

Photos by Josh Kelton
The Cast and Crew of the Harrison High School’s rendition of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow are all ready 
and anxiously awaiting curtain time.

School Master Ichabod Crane (played by Levi Strickland) disciplines Henrietta (played by Izzy Arcangeli) 
with a hefty hit on the hand for an incorrect answer as the other students look on in amusement. “Spare 
the rod; spoil the child” as Ichabod would say.

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow in Harrison
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Plans 
starting 
low as just 
$29.95
a month!

NO Contracts!
NO Phone Lines!
NO Usage Limits!

NO Bundling 
Services Required!

Just Fast, 

High-Speed 

Internet
10th Anniversary! 

$50 
off intallation!

*limited time offer
offer valid through 5/15/13

NEW EXPANDED COVERAGE AREAS
Virginia City, Cameron, Alder, Twin Bridges & Sheridan

Upgraded network now serving 
improved coverage in more areas 

of the Madison Valley 
(Speeds Up to 7Mbps)

Celebrating our

888-221-5454
sales@wispwest.net

Get 
Results. Call us! 406.682.7755

and D&R GRAVELand D&R GRAVELand D&R GRAVELand D&R GRAVELand D&R GRAVEL

You Need It - We’ve Got It, We Gravel The Way

EXPERIENCE COUNTS
since 1953

For all your Gravel and Excavation needs in 
Madison County and surrounding areas.

Call Today 843-5213
Located 3/4 mile East of Alder on Hwy 287
PO BOX 92
Alder, MT 59710
Office: 406-842-5213 • Fax: 406-842-7448

SHERIDAN CHC 

Welcomes New Docto rs

Dr. Megan Evan s

Dayna Leaven s PNP

Dr. Laura Goodell

Dr. Kelli Christen sen

E
Dr. Kelli Christensen joins Dr. Megan Evans, 

Dr. Laura Goodell and Dayna Leavens,
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner at the Sheridan 

CHC to better serve the Ruby Valley.

Call 842-5103 to make an appointment
317 Madison, Sheridan

All insurance, Medicaid, Healthy Montana Kids, 
Medicare, and sliding fee discounts available

YOUR VOTE “FOR” THE MADISON COUNTY LIBRARY’S ONE-YEAR MILL LEVY
will help us to build an urgently needed addition to your 98 year-old 

county library, to help us save some of Madison County’s and Montana’s 
oldest records and documents.

This ad paid for by PRIVATE DONATIONS.  Treasurer Gary Forney.

•Only 884 square feet of  space
•Electrical system is inadequate 
•Restroom is not handicap accessible
•Due to lack of appropriate space, Madison        
  County’s historical documents are not being        
  stored in climate-controlled spaces.

SHERIDAN SCHOOLS 
ADULT EDUCATION 

is pleased to offer

BASIC DOG OBEDIENCE CLASSES
WHEN:  May 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16,  2013

WHERE: Sheridan Park next to Library (weather permitting)
TIME:  6:30 pm to 7:30 pm

COST: free

Dogs must be current on all shots and on leash at all times.
Dogs need to be 3 months and older to participate

Come and have fun learning to bond with your dog and at
the same time, teach your dog manners and what is expected
of him/her to be a pleasant and well-mannered companion.

Call Dorie Hilliker @ 842-5489 if you have any questions.
HOPE TO SEE YOU AND YOUR DOG THERE!!!

For more information about 
Sheridan Schools Adult Ed 
Program contact Sheridan 
School at 842-5302 or 
emilym@sheridan.k12.mt.us.

Antler Design
Barnes & Noble

Beartooth Fly Shop
Blue Heron
Bottle Barn

Buckboard Mercantile
Bynees

Cenex Gas
Corral Creek Coffee

D & D Automotive
Debbie Coffman

Demos Meat
Depot Gallery

Ennis Café
Ennis School District

Fish Bowl
Happy Angler

Gravel Bar
Jean Schroeder for Mary Kay

Madison Foods
Madisonian

Madison Laundry & Cleaners
Madison Meadows

Madison River Fishing Co.
Madison Theater

Napa Auto
Nearly New

Northern Energy
Olive Garden
Otter Banks

Pepsi
Radio Shack

Rainbow Lodge
Right Angles

Shanna Mae Photography
Signs West

Sportsman’s Lodge
Stitches That Bind
Titan Construction

Trading Post 
Trenz

True Value Hardware
Virginia City Mercantile

Yesterday’s Café
White & White

Yesterday’s Café

ENNIS LIONS CLUB would like to thank the following
for their help with this year’s Spring Bingo

Julie Christensen

On Thursday, April 11, 
another Madison Valley Manor 
Women’s Auxiliary meeting 
was held in the sunroom at the 
Manor.  As always, we had a 
lot of exciting information to 
discuss.

Some of the staff of the 
Manor just returned from 
the Montana Health Care 
Association spring conference 
in Helena. Our quality of care 
for the residents is of the utmost 
importance so it is imperative 
the staff learn the newest 
information regarding health 
care. We spent a few minutes 
sharing some of the educational 
information that was learned.

We also discussed all of 
the exciting events the residents 
have to look forward to in the 
next few months.  First off, the 
last Tuesday of the month, one of 
our fun activities will be a 1950s 
style ice cream social with root 
beer floats, poodle skirts, roller 
skates (for some of the staff, of 
course) and a whole lot of fun! 
A Cinco de Mayo celebration 
is planned for Monday, May 
6; margaritas, chips and salsa, 
and a piñata are some of the 
entertaining items planned for 

that occasion.  National Nursing 
Home Week will be here before 
we know it!  That week of 
celebration begins May 12 and 
runs through Friday, May 17.  
Needless to say, we will be 
having loads of amusement that 
week.  Moreover, residents and 
staff alike always look forward 
to the Senior Fishing Derby, 
which is scheduled on the first 
day of summer this year.

At the Auxiliary meeting, 
once again we talked about 
upcoming fundraisers we are 
planning for this summer.  Again, 
we will be holding a drawing 
for $500 cash inside another 
beautifully handcrafted leather 
checkbook cover designed by a 
local artist, Wade Miller.  The 
drawing will be in August; 
the proceeds gathered will go 
towards a blanket warmer for the 
residents’ benefit.

Last but not least, we will 
be having an art show here at the 
Manor on Wednesday, May 1, 
from noon to 4:30 p.m.  Shirley 
Mellor will be displaying her 
fine works of art for all to see.  
Please come down to the Manor 
and check out Shirley’s lovely 
artwork.

Until next time, enjoy 
spring and our lovely valley.

Manor News
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Madison Range
Submitted by Gen Pierce

Paid for by John Scully | PO BOX 986 | Ennis, MT 59729

SCULLY
JOHN

FOR ENNIS SCHOOL BOARD

ELECT ELECT

•ATTACK PROCESSES, NOT PEOPLE
•RESOLVE LEGAL ISSUES AND 
RECOGNIZE FIDUCIARY DUTY 

TO ALL TAX PAYERS
•RESPECT INPUT FROM ALL

Home Park
Assisted Living

596-3800 • 504 Ray Lane • Sheridan, Montana
homepa rka s s i s t e d l iv i ng . c om

Brand new home • Safe and cozy
Comfortable, loving environment

Private rooms

W E D N E S D A Y 
A P R I L  2 4

Library Planning 
Meeting, Twin Bridges

Brief sessions 
regarding plans for a 
proposed addition to 
the Madison County 
Library. Twin Bridges 
School at 6:30 p.m.

T H U R S D A Y 
A P R I L  2 5

Mad-Gals Meeting, 
Ennis

The April meeting will 
be held at the Gravel 

Bar with a special 
opening of the Nearly 
New before that, from 

10-12 p.m. RSVP by 
April 22 with Jackie 

at 682-5510 or Ethelyn 
682-4348. 

Library Planning 
Meeting, Ennis
Brief sessions 

regarding plans for a 
proposed addition to 
the Madison County 

Library. Sheridan 
Elementary School at 

7 p.m.

F R I D A Y 
A P R I L  2 6

West entrance of 
YNP open, West 

Yellowstone
Vehicles will be 

allowed in the park 
free of charge today 

in celebration of 
National Parks Week.

Earth Day 
Celebration, West 

Yellowstone
The 4th Annual Earth 
Day Celebration lasts 

all weekend and is 
filled with free family 

fun and activities. 
For a schedule of 
events please visit 

www.kidsnsnow.org/
earthday.html.

Cabin Fever Days, 
Whitehall

Come over to visit, 
shop and attend the 
Jefferson River Rally 
and Health & Safety 
Fair. 9 – 7 p.m. at the 
Community Center. 

498-1842

Memorial Basketball 
Tournament, Twin 

Bridges
The first annual Falcon 
Memorial Basketball 
Tournament will be 
held at Twin Bridges 
Schools. Call Matt at 

351-2335 or Bo at 531-
3520 for more info or 
to register your team. 

More info at www.
outpostevents.com. 

Movie Night, Ennis
Madison Theatre 
presents: OZ: The 
Great & Powerful, 
rated PG. Doors at 
6:15 p.m. with the 

show at 7 p.m. 682-
4023

Live Theatre, Ennis
EHS Drama 

Department presents: 
Cases of Mistaken 
Identity, a slapstick 
story of mix-ups and 

mayhem. $4 for 
adults and $3 for 

students. 7 p.m. at 
the Ennis Elementary 

Gymnasium.

Live Music, Norris
Free Radicals 

(Acoustic Blues/Rock/
Americana) 7 p.m. 

Norris Hot Springs. For 
more info please visit 
www.norrishotsprings.

com 

S A T U R D A Y
A P R I L  2 7

Community Meeting, 
Sheridan

In an effort to get the 
Sheridan “S” back up 
the school is holding a 
meeting open to the 

public at 9 a.m. at 
Sheridan School. Your 
help is much needed 

and appreciated. 
842-4212

Memorial Basketball 
Tournament, Twin 

Bridges
The first annual Falcon 
Memorial Basketball 
Tournament will be 
held at Twin Bridges 
schools. Call Matt at 

351-2335 or Bo at 531-
3520 for more info. 
More info at www.

outpostevents.com. 

Earth Day 
Celebration, West 

Yellowstone
The 4th Annual Earth 
Day Celebration lasts 

all weekend and is 
filled with free family 

fun and activities. 
For a schedule of 
events please visit 

www.kidsnsnow.org/
earthday.html.

HS Track, Bozeman
Ennis at Manhattan 

Christian Meet, 9 
a.m. and Harrison at 
Bozeman, 8:30 a.m. 

For a complete listing 
of sports please visit 
www.outpostevents.

net

HS Golf, Ennis
Madison Meadows 
Golf Course, 9 a.m. 

For a complete listing 
of sports please visit 
www.outpostevents.

net

CD Banquet, 
Virginia City

The Ruby Valley 
& Madison 

Conservation Districts 
invite you to their 

annual night of fun, 
food and music. 

Join them at the Elks 
Lodge starting at 5:30 

p.m. with a buffet 
dinner by Amy Kelley 

at 6 p.m., followed 
by music by The Dirty 
Shame starting at 8 
p.m. Tickets are $25. 
Call 682-7289 or 842-

5741 for tickets or 
more info.

Movie Night, Ennis
Madison Theatre 
presents: OZ: The 
Great & Powerful, 
rated PG. Doors at 
6:15 p.m. with the 

show at 7 p.m. 682-
4023

Live Music, Norris
Luke Flansburg 
(Acoustic Rock) 
7 p.m. Norris Hot 

Springs. For more info 
please visit www.

norrishotsprings.com 

Live Theatre, Ennis
EHS Drama 

Department presents: 
Cases of Mistaken 
Identity, a slapstick 
story of mix-ups and 

mayhem. $4 for 
adults and $3 for 

students. 7 p.m. at 
the Ennis Elementary 

Gymnasium.

S U N D A Y 
A P R I L  2 8

Memorial Basketball 
Tournament, Twin 

Bridges
The first annual Falcon 
Memorial Basketball 
Tournament will be 
held at Twin Bridges 
schools. Call Matt at 

351-2335 or Bo at 531-

3520 for more info. 
More info at www.

outpostevents.com. 

Barrel Races, 
Bozeman

Open 4-D Barrel 
Race with American 

Quarter Horse 
Association and 

UBRC Barrel racing 
side pots and AQHA-

approved All-Age 
Team and Tie down 

Roping. Ranch office 
406.585.7008 or check 
the website at www.
copperspringranch.

com.

Earth Day 
Celebration, West 

Yellowstone
The 4th Annual Earth 
Day Celebration lasts 

all weekend and is 
filled with free family 

fun and activities. 
For a schedule of 
events please visit 

www.kidsnsnow.org/
earthday.html.

Live Music, Norris
Flatt Cheddar 

(Acoustic Party 
Grass) 7 p.m. Norris 

Hot Springs. For more 
info please visit www.
norrishotsprings.com 

M O N D A Y 
A P R I L  2 9

Planning Board 
Meeting, Virginia City
The Madison County 
Planning Board will 

meet at 6 p.m. at the 
Courthouse 

T U E S D A Y 
A P R I L  3 0

HS Golf, Bozeman
Ennis vs. Manhattan 

Christian at 
Cottonwood Golf 
Course, 9 a.m. For 

a complete listing 
of sports please visit 
www.outpostevents.

net

ECCS Fundraiser, 
Ennis

Join Ennis Community 
Children’s School as 
they auction off art 
to raise funds for the 

Summer Program 
Scholarship Fund. 

5:30 p.m. in the Ennis 
School Cafeteria. 

Please call 682-7388 
for more information.

T H U R S D A Y 
M A Y  2

Women’s Club 
Meeting, Ennis

The Madison Valley 
Women’s Club will 
hold their regular 

meeting at 12 p.m. 
at Madison Valley 

Baptist Church.

HS Track, Townsend
The Top 8 Meet, 4 

p.m. For a complete 
listing of sports 

please visit www.
outpostevents.net

Business After Hours, 
Ennis 
The Ennis Chamber of 
Commerce presents 
this fun networking 

evening. This month’s 
host is Pure West-

Christie’s International 
Real Estate on Main 

Street at 5 p.m.

Town Council 
Meeting, Virginia City

Rehearsal Hall, 
Virginia City at 7p.m.

F R I D A Y 
M A Y  3

Live Music, Norris
Coty Hogue 

(Appalachian 



SUMMONS FOR PUBLICA-
TION

IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF 
MADISON
Cause No. DA-29-2013-9

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF:
ASHLEY L. BAKER, Petitioner
And
IVAN DEXTER BAKER, Respondent

THE STATE OF MONTANA SENDS GREET-
INGS TO IVAN DEXTER BAKER, THE RE-
SPONDENT IN THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED 
MATTER:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to an-
swer the Petition for Dissolution in this action 
which is filed in the Office of the Clerk of this 
Court, a copy of which is herewith served 
upon you, and to file your answer and serve 
a copy thereof upon the Petitioner’s attorney 
within twenty (20) days after the service of 
this Summons for Publication, exclusive of 
the day of service; and in case of your failure 
to appear or answer, judgment will be taken 
against you by default for the relief demanded 
in the Petition.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Court 
Dated: April 1, 2013
/s/ Bundy K. Bailey
Clerk of District Court

Attorney for Petitioner:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
Ennis, MT  59729
Telephone: (406) 682-7878
(Pub. Apr. 11, 18, 25 2013) km

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICA-
TION

IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF 
MADISON
Cause No. DA-29-2013-1

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF:
ADILYNE RAYE JEMISON, 
A Minor. 

THE STATE OF MONTANA SENDS GREET-
INGS TO DANIEL RAY JEMISON, THE 
BIOLOGICAL FATHER OF THE ABOVE-
NAMED MINOR:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to an-
swer the Petition for Adoption and Termina-
tion of Parental Rights of Biological Father 
in this action, which is filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this Court, a copy of which is 
herewith served upon you, and to file your an-
swer and serve a copy thereof upon the Peti-
tioner’s attorney within twenty (20) days after 
the service of this Summons for Publication, 
exclusive of the day of service; and in case of 
your failure to appear or answer, judgment will 
be taken against you by default for the relief 
demanded in the Petition.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Court 
Dated: April 1, 2013
/s/ Bundy K. Bailey
Clerk of District Court

Attorney for Petitioner:
Karen McMullin
Post Office Box 55
Ennis, MT  59729
Telephone: (406) 682-7878
(Pub. Apr. 11, 18, 25 2013) km

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
Trustee Sale Number: 12-00932-5 Loan 

Number: 0022888333 APN: 29013005 TO BE 
SOLD for cash at Trustee’s Sale on August 
14, 2013 at the hour of 02:00 PM, recognized 
local time, On the front steps (North entrance) 
to the County Courthouse, 110 East Wallace, 
Virginia City, MT. the following described real 
property in Madison County, Montana, to-
wit: Unit 1429 of Beaverhead Condominium, 
Phase A and B, situated on Parcel A of Cer-
tificate of Survey in Book 7 of Surveys, page 
435 and Parcel B of Survey recorded in Book 
6 of Condominiums, page 381, as shown and 
designated on those certain Basic Unit Floor 
Plans and Site Map recorded in the office of 
the County Clerk and Recorder of Madison 
County, Montana being a portion of a tract 
of land located in the NE1/4 and NW1/4 of 
Section 30, Township 6 South, Range 3 East, 
P.M.M., Madison County, Montana (Amended 
Plat of Beaverhead Condo filed in Book 4 
of Plats, page 601-BA, records of Madison 
County, Montana) TOGETHER WITH an un-
divided 1.97% interest in and to the Common 
Areas and Facilities appertaining to said unit, 
the Declaration for which was recorded April 
13,1981 in Book 276, page 851, and amended 
by instruments recorded in Book 277, page 
321; Book 284, page 724; Book 291, page 
850; and Book 298, page 432, the records of 
Madison County, Montana. More commonly 
known as: 1429 BEAVERHEAD, BIG SKY, 
MT GREGORY L RUFF, A SINGLE PERSON, 
as the original grantor(s), conveyed said real 
property to ALLIANCE TITLE AND ESCROW 
CORP, as the original trustee, to secure an 
obligation owed to WELLS FARGO HOME 
MORTGAGE, INC, as the original beneficia-
ry, by a Trust Indenture dated as of July 18, 
2003, and recorded on July 29, 2003 in Film 
No. 490 at Page 594 under Document No. 
93467, in the Official Records of the Office 
of the Record of Madison County, Montana 
(“Deed of Trust”). The current beneficiary is: 
US Bank National Association, as Trustee, 
successor in interest to Wachovia Bank, Na-
tional Association as Trustee for Wells Fargo 
Asset Securities Corporation, Mortgage 
Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2005-
AR10 (the “Beneficiary”). FIDELITY NA-
TIONAL TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY was 
named as Successor Trustee (the “Trustee”) 
by virtue of a Substitution of Trustee dated 
October 10, 2012 and recorded in the records 
of Madison County, Montana. There has been 
a default in the performance of said Deed of 
Trust: Failure to pay when due the following 
amounts which are now in arrears as of April 
3, 2013: Balance due on monthly payments 
from March 1, 2011 and which payments total: 

$51,164.58: Late charges: $673.84 Net Other 
Fees: $105.00 Advances: $2,718.24 There is 
presently due on the obligation the principal 
sum of $351,735.95 plus accrued interest 
thereon at the rate of 2.87500% per annum 
from February 1, 2011, plus late charges. 
Interest and late charges continue to accrue. 
Other expenses to be charged against the 
proceeds include the trustee’s or attorney’s 
fees and costs and expenses of sale. The 
beneficiary has elected to sell the property 
to satisfy the obligation and has directed the 
trustee to commence such sale proceedings. 
The beneficiary declares that the grantor is in 
default as described above and has directed 
the Trustee to commence proceedings to sell 
the property described above at public sale 
in accordance with the terms and provisions 
of this notice. The sale is a public sale and 
any person, including the beneficiary, except-
ing only the Trustee, may bid at the sale. The 
bid price must be paid in cash. The convey-
ance will be made by Trustee’s Deed. The 
sale purchaser shall be entitled to possession 
of the property on the 10th day following the 
sale. The grantor, successor in interest to the 
grantor or any other person having an interest 
in the aforesaid property, at any time prior to 
the trustee’s sale, may pay to the beneficiary 
or the successor in interest to the beneficiary 
the entire amount then due under the deed of 
trust and the obligation secured thereby (in-
cluding costs and expenses actually incurred 
and trustee’s fees) other than such portion of 
the principal as would not then be due had no 
default occurred and thereby cure the default 
theretofore existing. SALE INFORMATION 
CAN BE OBTAINED ON LINE AT www.lpsa-
sap.com AUTOMATED SALES INFORMA-
TION PLEASE CALL 714.730.2727 DATED: 
April 3, 2013 FIDELITY NATIONAL TITLE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, Trustee, By: Me-
gan Curtis, Authorized Signature A-4377555 
04/18/2013, 04/25/2013, 05/02/2013

(Pub. Apr. 18, 25, May 2, 2013) lps

NOTICE OF ELECTION:
The School Trustee and Building Reserve 

Fund Levy Elections for Sheridan District No. 
5 will be held on Tuesday, May 7, 2013.  The 
polls will be open from 12:00 noon until 8:00 
p.m. in the Sheridan Elementary Gymnasium 
and in the Alder Community Hall.

There are two (2), three-year trustee posi-
tions open (Sheridan).

 The following propositions will also be de-
termined:

Shall the district be authorized to impose a 
High School Building Reserve in the amount 
of $20,000 per year for five years and being 
approximately 6.46 mills, for a total amount 
of $100,000, for the purpose of minor/major 
construction, maintenance, remodeling of 
existing facilities, and/or acquisition of addi-
tional school sites.   

Shall the district be authorized to impose 
an Elementary School Building Reserve in 
the amount of $20,000 per year for five years 
and being approximately 4.02 mills, for a total 
amount of $100,000, for the purpose of minor/
major construction, maintenance, remodeling 
of existing facilities, and/or acquisition of ad-
ditional school sites.   

Passage of these mill levies allows the 
Sheridan School District to replace expired 
levies each in the amount of $15,000.

 Requests for absentee ballots for those un-
able to go to the polls may be made by calling 
the School District Clerk, (842-5302).  The 
deadline for requests for absentee ballots is 
12:00 noon on Monday, May 6, 2013.

(Pub. Apr. 18, 25, May 2, 2013) ss

INVITATION TO BID:
Notice is hereby given that the Ennis 

School District will receive bids until noon on 
May 6, 2013 in the clerk’s office at the Ennis 
High School, Ennis, Montana.   The bid will in-
clude delivery of propane to all district owned 
facilities beginning July 1, 2013 through June 
30, 2014.  For details and specifications on 
this project or to schedule a walk through, 
contact John Overstreet, Superintendent, at 
682-4258.  The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all bid proposals, 
and waive any irregularities or informalities.
(Pub. Apr. 18, 25, 2013) es

NOTICE OF ELECTION:
The REGULAR school election is sched-

uled for May 7th, 2013 in the Montana Room 
of Twin Bridges Public Schools. 

The purpose of the election is to elect ONE 
(1) trustee to serve for a three-year term. The 
trustees will also ask the voters to approve a 
BUILDING RESERVE levy in the amount of 
Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) 
per year for FIVE YEARS and being approxi-
mately 6.15 mills per year, for a total amount 
of One Hundred Twenty-Five Thousand Dol-
lars ($125,000.00) for the purpose minor/
major construction, maintenance, remodeling 
of existing facilities and/or acquisition of ad-
ditional school sites. Passage of this proposal 
will result in an annual tax of approximately 
$8.51 on a home with an assessed market 
value of $100,000 and approximately $17.02 
on a home with an assessed market value of 
$200,000. The trustees will also be asking for 
voters to approve a GENERAL FUND levy in 
the amount of Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars 
($35,000) which is approximately 8.59 mills 
for the purpose of instruction, maintenance, 
and operation of Twin Bridges Public Schools 
for the 2013-14 school year. Passage of this 
proposal will result in an annual tax of approx-
imately $11.89 on a home with an assessed 
market value of $100,000 and approximately 
$23.78 on a home with an assessed market 
value of $200,000. The polls will be open be-
tween the hours of 12:00 noon and 8:00 P.M. 
on Election Day.

A qualified registered voter who will be un-
able to go to the polls on the day of election 
may request an application for an absentee 

ballot up until noon the day before the elec-
tion from the School District Clerk’s office 
located at Twin Bridges School, 216 West 
6th Avenue, Twin Bridges, MT., 59754.  In the 
case of a sudden health emergency, he/she 
may request the absentee ballot up until noon 
on Election Day.  

If you have any questions, comments, or 
concerns please call the District Office at 
684-5656.

Respectfully,
Eldon C. Johnson
Twin Bridges School District #7
(Pub. Apr. 18, 25, 2013) tbs

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 

THE STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF 
MADISON
Cause No. DP-29-13-14
IN RE ESTATE OF:

JOHN HENRY PETERS
Deceased.
That the undersigned has been appointed 

Personal Representative of the above-named 
estate.  All persons having claims against 
said Decedent are required to present their 
claims within four (4) months of the date of the 
first publication of this notice, or said claims 
will be forever barred.

Claims must either be mailed to JOY DAY, 
the Personal Representative, return receipt 
requested, JD Law Firm, P.C. 336 Waterloo 
Road, Whitehall, MT 59759 or filed with the 
Clerk of the above-entitled Court. 
“I declare under pentalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct.”
Dated: April 11, 2013
/s/ Joy Day
JOY DAY
Personal Representative
c/o JD Law Firm
336 Waterloo Road
Whitehall, MT 59759
/s/ Lori A. Harshbarger
LORI A. HARSHBARGER
JD Law Firm

(Pub. Apr. 18, 25, May 2, 2013) JD

NOTICE OF ELECTION:
Notice is given that a Trustee Election
for the Harrison School District #23 will 
be held May 7, 2013 at the Harrison School
gymnasium from 12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m.  
Absentee ballots may be requested from 
Judi Ward at the school or by calling 685-

3428
(Pub. Apr. 18, 25, 2013) hs

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
The Madison County Tax Appeal Board will 

be in session from July 1 through December 
31, 2013, for the business of hearing ap-
peals.  Any taxpayer who disagrees with the 
appraised value of his or her property may 
file an appeal with the Madison County Tax 
Appeal Board on or before the first Monday 
in June or within 30 days of receipt of a No-
tice of Classification and Appraisal, or Notice 
to Change Valuation (assessment notice), 
whichever is later.  It is possible that not all 
taxpayers will receive an assessment notice.  
If you have not received a notice of classifica-
tion and appraisal, consider the first Monday 
in June as the deadline to file an appeal.  Ap-
peal forms are available from Laurie Buyan in 
the Commissioners’ Office, Virginia City, MT, 
843-4277, the Clerk and Recorder’s Office, 
843-4270, or by email at madco@madison.
mt.gov. 

(Pub. Apr. 25, May 2, 2103) mcc

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELEC-
TION

Notice is hereby given that on May7, 2013, 
an election will be held at the school election 
for the election of Madison County Library 
Mill Levy.

The polls will be open at 12:00 pm, and 
continue to be open until 8:00 pm, on elec-
tion day.

DATED this 22nd day of April, 2013.
Peggy Kaatz Stemler
Election Administrator
Madison County
(Pub. Apr. 25, May 2, 2103) mccr

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEAR-
ING:

May 6, 3013, at 6:30 pm, at Ennis Town Hall 
– Ennis Planning Board

On the date shown above, the Town Plan-
ning Board will hold a public hearing for a 
Conditional Use Permit for Lot 4 of Block 1 
Beaverhead Estates Addition to Ennis, known 
as 823 Madison Avenue, Ennis.  The property 
owner, Conrad Mitchell, is asking for a Con-
ditional Use Permit to build a single family 
home on the lot which is zoned Local Com-
mercial Residential (L-CR).

   Information and materials related to this 
proposal may be viewed at Ennis Town Hall, 

328 W. Main Street, Ennis, MT 59729
(Pub. Apr. 25, May 2, 2103) epb

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TRANSFER OF OWNER-
SHIP FOR MONTANA ALL-AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGES WITH 
CATERING ENDORSEMENT

LICENSE NO. 25-999-4597-002
On March 25, 2013, Ennis Lake Enter-

prises, Inc. - Shareholders with 10% or more: 
Linn and Kevin Krieg, filed an application for 
the transfer of a license to be used at MCAL-
LISTER INN, 5566 US Highway 287 N, McAl-
lister, Madison County, Montana.

Protests against an application must be (1) 
made in writing, (2) mailed to the Department 
of Revenue, Liquor Licensing, PO Box 1712, 
Helena, Montana  59624-1712, and (3) re-
ceived and date stamped by the Department 
no later than the 13th day of May, 2013. Pro-
tests will be accepted from residents of the 
county from which the application originates, 
residents of adjoining Montana counties, or 
residents of adjoining counties in another 
state if the criteria in subsection 16-4-207 (4)
(d), MCA, are met.  

Each protestor is required to mail a sepa-
rate letter of protest that contains in legible 
print, the protestor’s full name, mailing ad-
dress, and street address.  Each letter must 
be signed by the protestor.  Protest petitions 
bearing the names and signatures of more 
than one protestor will not be considered.  
Protest letters must provide the license 
number, trade name, or applicant name as-
sociated with the license being protested for 
identification purposes.  Protest letters must 
contain a clear statement of the writer’s in-
tent to protest the application.  The grounds 
for protest of an application for a transfer of 
location are limited to those set out in section 
16-4-405, MCA, for a denial of a license, and 
public convenience and necessity as set out 
in section 16-4-203, MCA.  If the protested 
application is for a transfer of ownership not 
involving a transfer of location, the grounds 
for protest are limited to those set out in sec-
tion 16-4-405, MCA.  Protest letters which do 
not provide the information described in this 
paragraph will not be considered valid protest 
letters.  Only those grounds for protest raised 
in valid protest letters will be considered at 
hearing.  An individual’s testimony will be lim-
ited to the grounds for protest raised in that 
individual’s valid protest letter.

If the department receives a sufficient num-
ber of protests to require a hearing pursuant 
to section 16-4-207(4)(a), MCA, a hearing 
will be scheduled in Helena, Montana.  If the 
department receives a sufficient number of 
protests to require a hearing pursuant to sec-
tion 16-4-207(4)(b), MCA, to determine public 
convenience and necessity, a hearing will 
be held in the county in which the proposed 
premises is located.  All qualified protestors 
will be notified of the time, date and location 
of the hearing.  Hearings are typically sched-
uled within 90 days following the protest 
deadline.  

If a sufficient number of protests to require 
a hearing are not received and all licensing 
criteria have been satisfied, the department 
may issue the license without holding a hear-
ing.

DATED:  April 22, 2013
BY: Danette Tenneson, Compliance Spe-

cialist
(Pub. Apr. 25, May 2, 2103) mdr

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICA-
TION

IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
THE STATE OF MONTANA, COUNTY OF 
MADISON
Judge Loren Tucker
Cause No. DV 29-13-13

LANCE L. SMITH, 
Plaintiff
Vs.
WILDFLOWER ENTERPRISES, INC.; ED-

WARD C.MCRONE; DOE DEFENDANTS 1 
THROUGH 20 INCLUSIVE, 

Defendants
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to an-

swer the Complaint in this action which is filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of this Court, a copy 
of which is herewith served upon you, and 
to file your answer and serve a copy thereof 
upon the Plaintiff’s attorney within twenty-one 
(21) days after the service of this summons, 
exclusive of the day of service; and in case 
of your failure to appear or answer, judgment 
will be taken against you by default for the re-
lief demanded in the Complaint. This action 
is brought for the purpose of foreclosing real 
property situated in Madison County, Mon-
tana, and described as follows:
TOWNSHIP 7 SOUTH, RANGE 5 WEST, 
P.M.M, Madison County, Montana:
Section 29: S1/2

Section 32: N1/2NE1/4, NE1/4NW1/4

Section 33: Lots 1,2, N1/2SW1/4

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Court 
Dated: April 18, 2013
/s/ Bundy K. Bailey
Clerk of District Court

Attorneys for Plaintiff:
Martin S. King, Esq.

   WORDEN THANE P.C.

   Attorneys at Law
Post Office Box 4747
Missoula, MT  59806-4747
Telephone: (406) 721-3400

   Facsimile: (406) 721-6985
   mking@wordenthane.com

(Pub. Apr. 25, May 2, 9 2013) wt

PUBLIC NOTICES
Reaching Madison County and the surrounding areas with your classified ad. 

Call 682-7755 or toll-free 1-888-238-7849
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NOVICH
INSURANCE AGENCY

Twin Bridges  •  Phone 684-5701

For All Your Insurance Needs
Serving The Ruby Valley For Over 40 Years

Weekly Hours: 
Mondays ~ Noon - 2:00 p.m.

Saturdays ~ 9 - 11 a.m. 
Wednesdays ~ 6 - 8 p.m.

115 Chowning Street • 682-7844
(South of Ennis Town Pump)

Madison Valley 

Caring & Sharing Food Bank

Mountain View TV 
& Satellite

Your local satellite 
TV specialists

Serving Madison County since 1993

6 Sunrise Loop  682-7858  Ennis

Dish Network 
and 

Direct TV

All sizes available up to 1,200 square feet
Heated, insulated, large doors, half bath.
Gary at 581-3531 or Paul at 581-7878

SHOP SPACE FOR RENT IN ENNIS

Call Eric at 660-1075
for professional 
pure water 
window cleaning
and have a great
summer!

for professional 

window cleaning
and have a great

Got Dirty Windows?

BIG SKY WINDOW CLEANING

- New, clean and well-kept
- A nice variety of sizes
- Yearly prices available
- Lowest rates in the valley

MADISON VALLEY STORAGE

581-7878
or

682-7878

WE BUY ESTATES 
FREE APPRAISALS

Moving – Downsizing – Death – Foreclosure

www.AbleEstateSales.com
Sheridan Montana 406-842-5251
Call Toll Free 1-877-339-3229

Rustic Charm, Brilliant Cuisine in Twin Bridges…
The Old Hotel is Now Hiring

Full & Part Time Server & Host Positions

Must be Available 20-30 Hours a Week , Nights & Weekends
Experience Preferred but NOT Necessary

RASS Trained or Eligible to Sell/Serve Alcohol

Please Send Resumé to:
PO Box 242 Twin Bridges, MT 59754

or email: oldhotel@3rivers.net
For More Information: 

Call Paula or Bill Kinoshita at 406.684.5959

Our Specialized Services include cleaning of clothes, 
blankets, comforters, pillows & area rugs

Drop Off Service

TUESDAY
DILLON: The Mini (by 8:30 a.m.)

ALDER: Alder Market
SHERIDAN: Serendipity’s

TWIN BRIDGES: Mad Hatters

WEDNESDAY
WHITEHALL: Tri-County IGA

THURSDAY
VIRGINIA CITY: Rank’s Drug

MADISON
Laundry and CleaningENNIS 682-4933

John’s Words of Wisdom:  If you die in an elevator, be sure to push the up button.

Nestegard Construction, LLC

~Custom Wood Floors~
Sales •  Instal lat ion •  Sanding

Finishing •  Re- f inishing

Bart Nestegard
PO Box 790
Ennis, MT 59729

nestegardconst@gmail.com
Cell: 581-6743

Fax/Home: 682-7634

Joe Veland   

406.682.3999 
Service Work

New Construction
Remodels

PO Box 987   
Ennis, Mt   59729
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The 
Bargain 
Box

Bargain box ads are 
FREE!  Items must be 

valued $50 or less

Call 682-7755

FREE DISTILLER SPENT 
GRAINS @ Willie’s Distillery 
in Ennis. Corn/Oats/Barley/
Wheat mixture. Call or stop by 
for details. (406) 682-4117

MARKETPLACE

View classifieds online at www.madisoniannews.com/classifieds.

the Madison County

FREE PUPPIES – Border 
Collie/Lab mix. Ready June 
15th 406-580-8608

We’re on 
the web!

www.
madisoniannews

.com
Check us out!

406-683-5592
406-865-0000

60’ Lift Truck

Tree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree CareTree Care
Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert Expert 

Flag Pole 
Maintenance

DEEMO'S MEATS
Don't stress your livestock by 

taking them to slaughter. 
Let slaughter come to your 

ranch. 
Deemo's Meats in Ennis will 
resume mobile slaughter on 

Dec. 3 
To schedule an appointment, 

call 682-7306 and ask for 
Scott.

16-12p

MAIN STREET 
PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES
Let us relieve some of the 

stress from your life!
All phases of bookkeeping

Accounts Payable/Receivable
Payroll

Account Reconciliation
And Much More!

Call 842-5822 for an 
appointment.

401 S. Main Street, Sheridan.
46-tfc

Bicentennial 
Apartments

Dillon, MT., Senior
Housing 62 or older
or handicapped, rent

based on income, HUD 
Subsidized util. paid. 
Qualifications apply. 

Market rent apartments 
also available. 

Call: 406-683-2727 
800-253-4091

eaneaneanean
Window
Cl      ing
Gary 
Kinney
843-5486

For Sale
FINNIGAN’S FIREWOOD: 
Honest Cord, $150 delivered. 
Any size or amount, Ennis/VC/
Ruby Valley. 599-5270. Senior/
Veteran/Volume Disc.
15-13p

2010 Toyota Sequoia Platinum 
Like new, excellent shape Bliz-
zard Pearl/ Loaded One Owner 
$35,900  OBO
406-646-9661
22-TFC-B

HORSES FOR SALE: Trail &/or 
performance ranch horses. Geld-
ings & mares. Call for info 406-
577-6824
24-tfc-b

FOR SALE: BEAVER PELTS, 
cured and backed with felt, ready 
for display or resale, various siz-
es. 494-7948
25-2-P

FOR SALE: Snow Blower – 
Husqvarna 24” cut, electric 
start. LIKE NEW.  $450 or best 
offer. 682-4378
25-3-P

FOR SALE: 8’ stained wood pic-
nic tables $275.00 406-682-5766
26-2-P

For RENT

ENNIS MINI STORAGE 
New low prices with 10 x 10’s 
starting at $35. Larger sizes 
available. Call Reed Real Es-
tate at 682-4236.
15-tfc

Professional Office Space 
available in downtown Ennis, 
close to banks, restaurants. 
Common area facilities in-
cluded. Various sizes starting 
at $190 per month. Call 682-
5653.
15-tfc

MADISON MANAGEMENT
Vacation and Long Term Rentals

406-682-7034
www.madisonmanagement.com
22-tfc

FOR RENT: Downtown retail 
space located in the Lone Elk 
Mall, 1,250 sq. ft. price negotia-
ble call 640-1351.
28-tfc

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom furnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. A/C, 
washer/dryer equipped, pri-
vate location. 4 month lease, 
$650 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc

Commercial/Retail space avail-
able.  219 E Main St in Ennis.  
Great exposure and location.  
950 sq ft.  Call Paul if interested 
at 581-7878.
20-tfc-b

2BEDROOM APARTMENT
with appliances & W/D. Close to 
schools & post office. No smok-
ing/pets. $575/mo + electric & 
propane plus deposit. 406-600-
7900
25-tfc-b

RENTED!

FOR RENT: 2bedroom, 1 bath 
log cabin on 3 acres, heated ga-
rage, just outside of Ennis, $750/
month. Call Christine at 600-
6379
26-tfc-b

FOR RENT: 14’ x 48’ storage 
unit with 12’w x 14’h door. $150/
mo. Please call Bob at 925-1362
26-tfc-b

PETERSON’S DISCOUNT 
STORAGE now taking reserva-
tions for covered storage of any 
size motor home. 10’x19’ units 
for rent. Ennis. 682-7442
18-3-b

FOR RENT in Ennis 20 x 30 
heated shops/storage. RV Stor-
age also available.  581-7687.
46-tfc

Commercial Property For Rent
Large commercial building on 
Main Street in Ennis. A high 
traffic location for your business.
Call Sara, Prudential Montana, 
at 682-5002 for more informa-
tion.
22-tfc

FOR RENT IN ENNIS: Office 
Space - 390 sq. ft. includes of-
fice, storage area & bathroom. 
Please contact Cindy at 682-3011 
or 581-5372.
14-tfc

FOR RENT: Large mobile 
home site 1 mile from Ennis. 
100 x 150’, water & sewer, 
country atmosphere, quiet. 
NO DOGS. 682-4854.
29-tfc

LONE ELK MALL 
Retail/Service/Commercial 
space for rent. 2,000 +/- sq/ ft. 
Previously occupied by kitch-
en & bath boutique. Call for 
terms. 406-682-5653.
15-tfc

FOR RENT: Call Apex Manage-
ment at 682-7112 or 581-0103 for 
long term or vacation rentals in 
Ennis and the Madison Valley.
1-tfc

RENTALS: One, Two or Three 
bedroom houses with all major 
appliances included in Sheridan, 
Twin Bridges or Alder. Comes 
with W/D and paid water & sew-
er. 842-5077
24-tfc-b

BARKER VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS: 

1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ments available in Ennis. 
A/C, washer/dryer equipped, 
private location. 1 year lease, 
$600 per month plus secu-
rity deposit, utilities included, 
non-smoking, no dogs. Call 
Erich Vogeli, Manager at 406-
682-5737.
15-tfc

Studio apartment for rent in En-
nis. Sunny windows & wood 
burning stove. $450/mo 682-7552
25-tfc-b

HELP WANTED

Wanted: Assistant for Bed & 
Breakfast in Virginia City. The 
Gingerbread House is looking for 
someone 5 days/wk, 3-4 hours/
day. June 15 – Sept 1. Call Karen 
208-727-7101
26-3-B

PT/YEAR round – reception and 
processing/data entry for office in 
Ennis. You will be responsible for 
answering phones, dealing with 
clients face to face, taking pay-
ments, qualify calls and direct-
ing them to correct department, 
etc. Please mail your resume to: 
Agency Ins Div PO BOX 161336 
Big Sky, MT 59716 Your resume 
should be accompanied by 3 per-
sonal and 3 professional refer-
ences along with a short essay 
(less then 1 page) on your choice 
of the following topics:
1.  Describe the person (present, 
past, dead, living) you most ad-
mire and why?
2.  Describe an experience that 
has been the most valuable to you 
and why?
Deadline for applications is May 
31st. Thank you for your interest 
in working with our insurance 
team.
24-6-b

KITCHEN HELP WANTED: Pit 
Stop Pizza in Ennis is hiring mo-
tivated and friendly kitchen and 
counter help.  Stop by for an ap-
plication.  682-4979.
26-tfc-b

PART TIME/FILL IN JOB 
NOTICE
The Board of Madison 
County Commissioners will 
be accepting applications 
until May 6, 2013, at 5:00 
p.m. for the position or 
positions of part time/fill in 
help at various offices at the 
Courthouse in Virginia City, 
Montana.  This position will 
begin with an hourly wage 
of $13.90 for approximately 
20-40 hours per week but no 
guarantee on the number of 
hours per month.  Applicants 
must be flexible and available 
to work with very little notice.  
Benefits will accumulate 
according to the Madison 
County Personnel Policy 
based on eligibility.  Please 
contact the Commissioners’ 
Office at (406) 843-4277, 
email to madco@madison.
mt.gov, or visit our website 
at www.madison.mt.gov 
for an application and job 
description.
Madison County is an equal 
opportunity employer.
25-2-B

SPORTSMAN’S LODGE IS 
NOW HIRING FOR ALL PO-
SITIONS. Please stop by for an 
application or drop resume off at 
310 Hwy 287.
26-tfc-b

The Madison Valley Manor in 
Ennis is interested in hiring a cer-
tified nursing assistant. We may 
offer a 72 hour training course or 
train 1:1. Excellent benefits, in-
cluding government retirement. 
Home-like environment. Please 
call Christine Canterbury at 682-
7271 for more information. EOE
25-2-b

Full Time Yard Position, En-
nis Lumber Company is now 
excepting applications for a full 
time yard position. Please apply 
in person at Ennis Lumber Com-
pany. 
26-tfc-b

Help Wanted: Breakfast and 
Lunch cook with experience at 
Chicks Restaurant.  Experience 
needed.  F/T, 40 hrs per week.  
Call Diane at 596-9366.  
26-2-B

The Alley Bistro in Ennis is hir-
ing experienced and self-moti-
vated servers.  Stop by for an 
application or call Dahlia at 209-
4034.
26-tfc-b

POSITION OPENING
Madison Valley Medical Center 
is seeking a Temporary Part-time 
to Full-time Nurse Aide Clerk.  
Duties include, but are not lim-
ited to, normal nursing assistant 
duties, main switchboard, regis-
tering patients, monitor system 
alarms, facility security, contact-
ing on call personnel, monitoring 
ambulance page outs, scanning 
documents, patient liaison for 
emergency services.  Good com-
puter skills, customer service and 
multi-tasking are a plus.  Shifts 
will vary.  Applications avail-
able at www.mvmedcenter.org.  
MVMC is an equal opportunity 
employer.
Please return applications to: ca-
reers@mvmedcenter.org
26-1-B

DRIVERS: HOME NIGHTLY!
NEW HIGHER PAY PACKAGE
CDL-A, 1YR. EXP. REQ.
ESTENSON LOGISTICS.
APPLY: WWW.GOELC.COM
1-866-336-9642
25-2-P

HELP WANTED: Rainbow 
Valley Lodge Housekeeping 
positions available for this 
coming season. Full or part-
time. Top wages DOE. Apply in 
person. 682-4264
25-1-b

Polisher/Finisher - MTI is look-
ing for a self-motivated, depend-
able, and detail oriented team 
player for this full-time career 
opportunity. Candidate MUST 
be organized, have excellent dex-
terity and 20/20 vision with cor-
rection (eye glasses or contact 
lenses).
Full-time position includes: Pol-
ishing, tumbling, glass beading, 
passivation, tig welding, assem-
bly and any other duties associ-
ated with metal finishing.  
Experience with inspection 
equipment or tig welding a plus+.  
Wages DOE with opportunities 
for overtime – Willing to train the 
right candidate.  
MTI is a Medical Device Manu-
facturer located in Sheridan, MT.
Please send your resume to: mi-
chelle.johnston@momantech.
com
24-2-b23-2-p

SEASONAL HELP WANTED: 
Housekeeping positions avail-
able May-Oct. Apply at Fan 
Mountain Inn.
25-2-b

Sheridan School District No. 5 
has an opening for a Part-Time 
Temporary Custodian.  Please 
contact Linda E. Walter, District 
Clerk, Sheridan Schools, PO Box 
586, Sheridan, MT 59749, or call 
(406) 842-5302.
26-3-B

Sheridan School District No. 
5 has an opening for a Middle 
School Volleyball Coach for the 
2013-2014 School Year.  Please 
contact Linda E. Walter, District 
Clerk, Sheridan Schools, PO Box 
586, Sheridan, MT 59749, or call 
(406) 842-5302.
26-3-B

REAL ESTATE

NEWLY REMODELED HOME 
at Rainbow Point with private 
access to Ennis Lake. Info @ 
www.ennislakefront.com or 406-
581-7820 .
22-tfc

DUPLEX FOR SALE: Troutdale 
I on Golden Trout Lane - Will 
sell separately - on pond. Call 
406-682-4105 ask for Marilyn.
35-tfc

HOME FOR SALE: 3 bedroom, 
2 bath, new everything, extra 
large master, landscaped Sheri-
dan home, $139,000. Call 916-
600-3018 or 406-842-7737.
5-tfc

HOME FOR SALE: 1200 sq./
ft. with 2-car attached garage 
and 30x40’ shop. 3bed/2bath 
on 1.04 acres in Troutdale II 
(406)564-8552
21-4-p

Ruby River Ranch is currently 
seeking a seasonal cook from 
June 1 – Sept 1, 2013. Applicant 
should be honest, motivated and 
dependable. Housing provided. 
Wage dependent on experience. 
Please send application to reed-
rowberry@hotmail.com or, for 
more information, call 842-7297.
23-tfc-b

WANTED

WANTED: JUNK CARS / 
FARM EQUIPMENT - Free 
removal. Call 684-5551.
11-tfc

miscellaneous

SNOWMOBILE RENTAL 
LIQUIDATION SALE (800) 
426-7669
2012 Polaris 550 Shift        $3899
2013 Polaris 550 Shift        $4619
2013 Arctic Cat T570           $4367
2013 Polaris 600 RMK       $6323
2013 Polaris 800 RMK       $7279
www.snowmobilesale.com 
Rendezvous Snowmobile Rent-
als
22-tfc-b

RIVER GEAR: 12 Carlisle pad-
dles regular & guide, 8 Ameri-
ca’s Cup like jackets youth-XL, 
3 medium NRS wetsuit jackets, 
2 Carlisle oar blades. All very 
slightly used. Call for details/
pricing. BIG discount for take-
all. 843-5293.
25-2-P

BOARD MEMBER NEEDED:  
Madison Valley Public Library 
in Ennis is seeking a
volunteer to serve on the Library 
Board of Trustees.  If interested,
please send a short letter of in-
terest, before 5 p.m. Fri. May 3 
to
Madison Valley Public Library, 
PO Box 178, Ennis, MT 59729.  
Further
information may be obtained by 
calling 682-7244 during normal 
business
hours.
25-2-b

FOR SALE
3bd 2bath, mud room, 2-car 
garage. timber accents, tile, cir-
cle-sawn fir flooring, "refined 
rustic" in a subdivision on 1.43 
acres. Currently under con-
struction by Interwest Builders. 
406-580-8534
26-5-b

SEMI-RETIRED RANCHER: 
Available for your ranching op-
eration in the Ennis area. From 
management to ranch services. 
Call for complete resume. (530) 
249-4338 
18-tfc-p

SERVICES

A Clear View
Window Washers 

 491-2085
    26-6-b

Continuous Fencing: 
manufacturing and installation 
of steel fencing. Horse facilities, 
yard fences, arenas, corrals and 
residential. (406) 925-1752
21-8-P

Portable Irrigation Pipe Press 
– steel and aluminum welding 
parts available. Wheel lines, 
hand lines, main line. (406) 
925-1752
21-8-P

yard sale

lost & found

FOUND: Sage Fly Rod w/ 
Ross Reel. Call to identify – 
381-2339

FOUND emaciated, dehydrated 
altered male dog, pit or pit mix 
in Harrison. Full of porcupine 
quills. Please call 4 Paws 
Rescue, Misty at 439-1405.
24-tfc-f

ADAMSON’S TWO-
PART LIQUIDATION 9 
A.M. – 2 P.M. APRIL 28 AT 
114 E. ARMITAGE. OAK 
FURNITURE, ORIENTAL 
RUGS, ANTIQUES, 
CAMPER, TACK, TOOLS, 
ETC.
26-1-P

GIANT RUMMAGE SALE: 
FRIDAY 8-4, SATURDAY 
8-12. PACK EQUIPMENT & 
TACK, ANTIQUE DOORS & 
WINDOWS, FURNITURE, 
KITCHENWARE. 817 
MIDDLE RD. HIGHTOWER 
RANCH, TWIN BRIDGES.
26-1-P

Lots for sale: 4 connected lots in 
Virginia City. Great location for 
a cabin. Call 702-271-5694 and 
ask for Dave.
23-4-p
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Spiffy Biffy

Locally Owned & OperatedSouth West Septic

WWW.SWSMT.COM  WWW.SWSMT.COM  •  swsmt@hotmail.com•  swsmt@hotmail.com
Ennis 682-7854  •  Sheridan 842-7854  •  Cell 596-7854

We want your stinkin’ business! 
Get your butt on the schedule.

For All Your Septic 
& Portable Toilet Needs

We Make Hydraulic Hoses
New Tires, Wheels & Tire Repairs

Engines & Transmissions Installed - Car & Truck Accessories
We Install Windshields - Alignments

ENNIS • 682-4537
Daily Parts Deliveries to Alder, Sheridan & Twin Bridges Areas

24 Hour Towing (pager 406-522-1056)

D&D Auto, Inc.
AUTO & TRUCK SALES 

We Are Your Go to Guys!
Auto & Truck Repair - Gas or Diesel - All Makes & Models

Get Results. contact susanne at s.hill@madisoniannews.com

Three 
Great Services Under One Roof!

Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Estimates - Licensed & Insured

Call Mike McKitrick Today!
406-682-4529

100 Prairie Way #2  -  Ennis, Mt 59729

Great Services Under One Roof!

ConstruCtIon

Ralph 
Hamler

licensed sanitarian
Septic Design & 

Subdivision Applications

 406-842-5788 
Cell: 406-596-0437

Sheridan, MT
ralphhamler@gmail.com

Copper Door

A new business has 
opened its doors and is 
ready for shoppers. Copper 
Door is now open with its 
grand opening scheduled 
for Saturday, May 4th. 
They have kitchen and 
home décor, furniture, 
cooking gadgets, pots & 
pans, gourmet food lines 
and much more. “It’s more 
than a kitchen store,” says 
owner Shawna Poole. They 
are even going to offer 
cooking classes in the 
future. Copper Door is open 
10 – 4 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and is located at 
59 MT Hwy 287, right next to 
Trenz. You can call the store 

at 682-4722 or swing in and 
check out what they have.

Brown’s Farrier Service

Dustin Brown has over 15 
years of farrier experience 
and is ready for your call. 
With a slogan of “Big-n-
small, I shoe ‘em all” there 
isn’t much he can’t handle. 
Other services he offers are: 
corrective, therapeutic, 
limb deformities and 
more. Give Dustin a call 
at 451-2786 and set up an 
appointment for you and 
your horse today.

Ennis Garage

Another choice for 

automotive needs has 
made its way into the valley. 
Dick Lemirande is ready to 
get you back on the road 
as fast as possible. With over 
35 years of experience, Dick 
offers complete auto and 
truck repair. He’s available 
five days a week, Monday 
through Friday, from 9 – 
5 p.m. Ennis Garage is 
located at 420 Hwy 287, 
right across from Titan 
Construction. Give Dick a 
call at 682-5006.

Ruby Valley “Buy 
Local” Business Expo

There’s a chance to see 
much of what the business 
owners of the ruby Valley 

and surrounding areas have 
to offer.  Join the Greater 
Ruby Valley Chamber of 
Commerce at its 6th Annual 
“Buy Local” Business Expo 
on Saturday, May 4 from 9 
– 2 p.m. at the Twin Bridges 
Fairgrounds. There will be 
something for everyone, 

including: a free child ID 
service, thanks to NY Life, 
free food and drink, over 40 
local vendors showcasing a 
variety of goods and cash 
door prizes. Come out and 
support your local business 
owners.Look to MetLife Auto & Home®. Finding the right 

insurance can be a challenge, but your local insurance 
agent has the solution.

To find your insurance answers, call today:

If you’re looking for  
the right answers 
to your auto and 

home insurance needs

Guarantees are subject to product terms, exclusions and limitations and the insurer’s claims-paying ability and financial 
strength. MetLife Auto & Home is a brand of Metropolitan Property and Casualty Insurance Company and its affiliates: 

Metropolitan Casualty Insurance Company, Metropolitan Direct Property and Casualty Insurance Company,  
Metropolitan General Insurance Company, Metropolitan Group Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and 

Metropolitan Lloyds Insurance Company of Texas, all with administrative home offices in Warwick , RI. Coverage, rates, 
and discounts are available in most states to those who qualify. See policy for restrictions.      

©2010 MetLife Auto & Home,  Warwick RI   ©2010 PNTS    L0810124889(exp0713)(All States)    1008-2658

Ty Moline
Agency Insurance Division

Big Sky, Ennis and the rest of
Montana
Big Sky  993 9242  /  Ennis  682 4202

Now Accepting 
New Clients!

T h e  A G E N C Y 
Insurance Division

PH: 682 4202  
or quote it yourself at 
www.agencyinsdiv.com

We work with Allied (Nationwide), 
Chubb, CBIC, The Harford, 

Kemper, MetLife auto and home, 
Progressive, Safeco, State Fund, 

Travelers and more!

Offering Auto, Business, Farm and 
Ranch, Home, Workers Comp

Let us take 
the pain out of 

Insurance

ENNIS 
GARAGE

Complete Auto & Truck Repair

682-5006
420 Hwy 287

Dick Lemirande

35 Years Experience 
9-5 Monday - Friday

(across from Titan Construction)

Americana) 7 p.m. 
Norris Hot Springs. For 
more info please visit 
www.norrishotsprings.

com 

S A T U R D A Y 
M A Y  4

Annual Auction, Ennis
The Ennis Lion’s Club 
will hold its annual 
auction at 9 a.m. 

in the Greenhouse 
Building on Hwy 287.

HS Track, Laurel
Stillwater Meet, 9 a.m. 
For a complete listing 
of sports please visit 
www.outpostevents.

net

HS Golf, Harlowton
Ennis vs. Harlowton 
at Jawbone Creek 

Golf Course, 10 a.m. 
For a complete listing 
of sports please visit 
www.outpostevents.

net

Business Expo, Twin 
Bridges

Greater Ruby 
Valley Chamber of 

Commerce presents 
the 6th Annual “Buy 
Local” Business Expo 

from 9 – 2 p.m. at 
the Twin Bridges 

Fairgrounds. Over 
40 local vendors 

will showcase their 
talents.

Annual Fiddlefest, 
Pony

Afternoon Jam 
Session, Fiddle, 

Mandolin, Guitar, 
Ukulele Workshops at 
1 p.m. Potluck Dinner 

at 5 p.m. with the 
Stage Show at 7 p.m. 
Free Family Fun. Call 

for info 685-3481.

Live Music, Norris
“V”, the Gypsy 

Cowbelle (Genuine 
Cowbilly) 7 p.m. Norris 
Hot Springs. For more 
info please visit www.
norrishotsprings.com 

S U N D A Y 
M A Y  5

Solo Recital, Bozeman
Pianist Daniel Immel, 

originally from 

Ennis, will perform 
a solo piano recital 
at Montana State 

University in Reynolds 
Recital Hall at 7:30 
p.m. This is a free 

event and open to 
the public.

Live Music, Norris
Potcheen Folk Band 
(Celtic Pirate Folk/
Punk) 7 p.m. Norris 

Hot Springs. For more 
info please visit www.
norrishotsprings.com 

T U E S D A Y 
M A Y  7

Election, Madison 
County

Madison County 
Schools will hold 

school board 
elections today. 

Contact your local 
school for polling 
places and times.

Dog Obedience 
Classes, Sheridan
Sheridan Schools 
Adult Ed presents: 

Basic Dog Obedience 
Classes at 6:30 p.m. in 

Sheridan Park (next to 
library). This is a free 

offer and runs a total 
of six classes. Please 

call Dottie at 842-5489 
for information and to 

sign up.

W E D E S D A Y 
M A Y  8

Dog Obedience 
Classes, Sheridan
Sheridan Schools 
Adult Ed presents: 

Basic Dog Obedience 
Classes at 6:30 p.m. in 
Sheridan Park (next to 
library). This is a free 

offer and runs a total 
of six classes. Please 

call Dottie at 842-5489 
for information and to 

sign up.

T H U R S D A Y 
M A Y  9

HS Golf, Three Forks
Ennis vs. Three Forks 
at the Three Forks 

Golf Course, 10 a.m. 
For a complete listing 
of sports please visit 
www.outpostevents.

net

Auxiliary Meeting, 
Ennis

The Auxiliary of the 
Madison Valley Manor 

will hold its regular 
meeting at 1 p.m. in 
the Sun Room of the 

Manor. 

Reading Group 
Meeting, Ennis
A discussion of 

Butterfly’s Daughter 
by Mary Alice Monroe 
will be lead by Phyllis 
Wasick at 1 p.m. at 
the Madison Valley 

Public Library.

Dog Obedience 
Classes, Sheridan
Sheridan Schools 
Adult Ed presents: 

Basic Dog Obedience 
Classes at 6:30 p.m. in 
Sheridan Park (next to 
library). This is a free 

offer and runs a total 
of six classes. Please 

call Dottie at 842-5489 
for information and to 

sign up.
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